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THE BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 
PROCEEDINGS. 

(Official Report of the Third Session.) 

VOLUME III— No. 1. 

Prooeedings of the Bengal Legislative Council assembled under the 
provisions of the Government of India Aot. 

TUib Council met in the Council Chamber in the Town Hall, 
Calcutta, on Monday the 4th July, 1921, at 3 p.m. 

Present! 

The Hon'hlo the President, the Hon'ble the four Members of the 
Executive Council, two Hon'ble Ministers (the Hon'ble Sir Surendra Nath 
Banerjea was absent owing to illness), and 102 nominated and elected 
members. 



Oaths. 

The following members made an oath or affirmation of their allegi- 
ance to the Crown : — 

Mr. W. Currie. 

Mr. S. M. Aley. 

Mr. Buoy Probad Singh Roy. 

Panel of four Chairmen. 

The PRE8IDENT(the Hon’ble Nawab Sir Syed Sham^ul-Huda): 

Gentleman, — In accordance with the provisions of Rule 3 of the Bengal 
Legislative Council Rules, 1920, 1 have nominated the following members 
of Council to form a panel of four Chairmen, viz — 

Sir Asutosh Chaudhuri, 

Mr. R. M. Watson-Smyth, 

Rai Radha Charap Pal Bahadur, and 
Maulvi A. K. Fazl-ul Haq. 

Unless otherwise arranged, the senior member among them 
present in the above order will preside over the deliberations of this 
Council in my absence and in the absence of the Deputy President. 
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QUESTIONS. [4th July 

Starred Questions- 

(lo which oral answers were given). 

Back-pay of sub-deputy and deputy ocllectors. 

»l. Rai LALIT MOHAN SINGH ROY Bahadur: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble the Member in charge of the Appointment Department be 
pleased to state whether the Government are considering the desir- 
ability of granting back-pay to sub-deputy collectors from the 1st ot 
December, 1919, as given to the deputy collectors. 

(6) If not, will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state the reason 
for this differential treatment to the members of the junior but allied 
service ? 

MEMBER in charge of APPOINTMENT DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler) : (a) The answer is in the negative. 

(b) It Was inevitable that the case of the Subordinate Civil Service 
should be dealt with subsequent to that of the Bengal Civil Service. 
The members of the former were never encouraged to hope for an in- 
crease, till the case of the latter had been disposed of ; and Government 
do not consider that there is adequate justification for incurring the ex- 
penditure involved in the giving of retrospective effect in the manner 
suggested. 

Medical College Hospital and an indigent female phthisis patient. 

*11. Rai RADHA CHARAN PAL Bahadur: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
the Minister in charge of the Department of Tiocal Self-Government be 
pleased to state whether it is a fact that an indigent female patient, who 
was admitted into the Medical College Hospital some time in March last 
through the efforts of Dr. D. Samanta, m.b., and who was suffering from 
phthisis and subsequently contracted chicken-pox at the hospital, was 
summarily discharged from the said hospital while she was ill, in spite 
of the entreaties of Dr. D. Samanta to keep her in ? 

(&) If the answer be in the affirmative, what steps are being taken 
by the Government in order to remedy .suck an undesirable state of 
things? 

(c) Further, have the Government taken any notice of the conduct 
of the nurse and the hospital superintendent in connection with this 
matter ? 

SECRETARY, DEPARTMENT of LOCAL SELF-GOVERNMENT 
(Mr. L. S. S. O’Malley): (a) Inquiry has been made and the facts of 
the case are reported to be as follows : A maid-servant was admitted to 
the tuberculosis ward of the Medical College Hospital at the instance of 
Dr. Satnanta and subsequently developed chicken-pox. As infectious 
cases cannot be kept in the hospital owing to risk of spreading diseasO 
Dr, Satnanta was informed and asked to remove her. At his suggestion 
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the authorities of the Campbell 'Medical Hospital were requested to 
admit the patient. There being no accommodation available at the 
time they were unable to do so. Eventually she was taken to the house 
of Dr. Samanta ,at her own earnest request ; she stated that she was his 
maid-servant and an inmate of his house. She was subsequently 
admitted to the Campbell Medical Hospital when accommodation was 
available. 

(h) Every effort is made to prevent discomiort and suffering to the 
sick, but difficulty necessarily arise owing to the insufficient accommo- 
dation in Calcutta for cases of infectious diseases. 

(c) No. It was the duty of the Superintendent to prevent the risk 
of infection among the inmates of the hospital; and the nui'se acted 
under orders. 

Lack cf Judge at Alipore (24«Parganas) to deql with land acquisition 

cases. 

*111. Babu FANINDRALAL DE: (a) Is the Hon’ble the Member 
in charge of the Judicial Department aware that for more than six months 
there is no Judge at Alipore, in the district of the 24-Parganas, vested 
with powers under the liaiid Acquisition Act, and the land acquisition 
cases are not being disposed of, to the^great inconvenience of the people P 

(b) What steps do the Government intend to take in the matter? 

(c) How many land acquisition references have been made within 
the last three years in the civil courts of the 24-Parganas and what 
is the number of such cases disposed of ? 

(d) How many applications for withdrawal of money deposited 
under section 31 of the Land Acquisition Act of 1894 have been filed 
before the Land Acquisition Judge of the said district, within one year 
from date, and how many of these have been disposed of ? 

MEMBER in charge cf JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (the Mcn’ble 
Sir Abd-ur- Rahim), (a) The information before Government is that no 
special Land Acquisition Judge has sat at Alipore since 1st March, 1921, 
when the Judge went on leave, and that the current work is being 
managed in his absence by the District Judge himself. 

(b) Mr. Chotzner has been appointed as the Land Acquisition Judge. 

(c) and (d) iStatements are laid on the table. 

Statement referred to in the reply to starred qvsetion No. Ill (c) and (d). 
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Aocuraoy in the ratee of MmnierGial produots as publfsbod in the 
Calcutta Gaiette. ’* 

*IV. Rai LALIT MOHAN SINGH ROY Bahadur: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture and 
Industries be pleased to state whether the rates of commercial products 
as collected and published in the Calcutta Gazette are accurate? 

(fe) If not, is the Hon’ble the Minister considering the desirability 
of taking steps to see that they are made as accurate as possible? 

MINISTER In charge cf DEPARTMENT of AGRICULTURE and 
INDUSTRIES (the Hon’ble the Nawab Saiyid Nawab Ali Chaudhuri, 
Khan Bahadur): {a) and (6) It is presumed that the question refers to 
the prices of certain commodities, such as coal, iron, etc., as published 
in the fortnightly return of wholesale prices current of food-grains, etc., 
in the Calcutta Gazette. Government are aware of defects in the 
statistics of prices of such commodities and the question of improving 
the method of preparation of the statistics is now under consideration. 

Reduction of Executive Councillors. 

« V, Babu SURENDRA NATH RAY; Will the Hon’ble the Mem- 
ber in charge of the Appointment Department be pleased to state what 
action the Government have taken to reduce the number of Members 
of the Executive Council from 4 to 2 in accordance with the resolution 
of this Council ? 

The Hon’bic Sir HENRY WHEELER: A copy of the debate on the 
resolution for the reduction of the nuqiber of Members of the Executive 
Council has been forwarded to the Government of India. For the reason 
given in the course of the debate this Government were unable to endprse 
the recommendation. 

Repert cf the Judicial inquiry into the sheeting incident at Kalighat. 

* VI. Babu FANINDRALAL DE: Will the Hon’ble the Member 
in charge of the Police Department be pleased to state whether the judi- 
cial inquiry regarding the shooting incident at Kalighat on the 18th 
February last, is over and, if so, when the report is expected to be 
published P 

MEMBER in charge of POLICE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’blf Sir 
Hcniy Whccler)8 The report of the Additional District Magistrate and 
the Government resolution on the subject were published in the Cahutta 
Gazette of the„ 22nd J une. 
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Stagnation of Atrai river. 

»VII. Bobu KI8H0RI MOHAN CHAUDHURi: Will the Hon’ble 
the Member in charge of the Department of Irrigation be pleased to 
state whether the Government are considering the desirability of insti- 
tuting an inquiry to ascertain — 

(i) the state of the river Atrai from the place of its coniunction 

with the river Jamuna to a place upwards up to the 20th mile ; 
and 

(u) the evil effect of the stagnation of the river upon the villages 
on both sides of the river up to three miles ? 

MEMBER in Charge of DEPARTMENT of IRRIGATION (the 
Hon’ble the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan): (i) There is no 
propQ£i£il at present to make such an inquiry. 

(ii) The attention of the Local Self-Government Department will 
bo drawn to this, and it must be left to it to arrive at a decision as 
to whether an inquiry of the kind suggested is needed. 

Fasting by prisoners in ” Ramzan. ” 

*VIII. Nawabzada K. M. AFZAL, Khan Bahadur: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble the Member in charge of the Department of Revenue (Jails) be 
pleased to state why the Muhammadan prisoners are not allowed to 
observe their fasting during the holy month of Ramzan? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to say whether the 
Government are considering the desirability of taking necessary steps 
to remove all restrictions on the free performance of this religious duty? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE [JAILS] 
(the Hon’bie Sir Abd"Ur»Rahim): (a) tmd (h) The "member is referred 
to the answer given to unstarfed question No. 47 by Mr. Razaiir Rahman 
Khan. 


Agricultural school at Rangpur. 

f *IX. BiAu JOCE8H CHANDRA 8ARKAR: Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries be 
pleased to state whether there is any proposal to establish an agricxiltural 
school at Rangpur, the agricultural headquarters of the Rajshahi Divi- 
sion, in the near future ? 

The Hon’ble the Nawab SAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: Government contemplate the es^blishment of elemen- 
tary agricultural schools at suitable centres in every division of Bengal 
and a scheme is being prepared by the Director of Agriculture, but the 
location of these schools has not yet been considered. 
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Report of the Kalighat shooting case and leave granted to Deputy Com- 
missioner of Police. 

«X. Babu 8URENDRA NATH RAY; (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Police Department be pleased to state whether 
the report of the Additional District Magistrate, 24-Parganas, with refer- 
ence to the Kalighat Tramway shooting case has been received by 
Government? 

(b) If so, when? 

(c) What action has been taken by Government on the report? 

(d) Is it a fact that the Deputy Commissioner of Police who was 
present at the occurrence has been granted leave out of India ? 

(e) Was the leave granted to him on medical grounds or was it ordi- 
nary leave? 

(/) When was the leave application received by Government? 

(g) If the leave has been granted on medical grounds, was the 
Deputy Commissioner examined by the Medical Board? 

The Hon’ble Sir HENRY WHEELER: (a), (fc) and (c) The report of 
the Additional District Magistrate and the Government resolution there- 
on were published in the Calcutta Gazette of the 22nd June. 

id) Yes. This has already been stated in the answer to question 
No. 106 at the Council meeting of the 1st April. 

(e) Leave was granted in the ordinary course and not on medical 
grounds. 

(/) As already stated, arrangements to grant leave to Mr, Hannah 
on relief by Mr. Kidd, who was due to return from leave on the 1st March, 
were made in January. Mr. Hannah submitted his formal application 
for leave to the Commissioner of Police on the 9th February. This was 
received by Government through the Inspector-General of Police and 
the Accountant-General on the 2nd March. 

(g) The question does not arise. 

Allegations against kanungoes. 

*XU Mauivi A. H. M. WAZIR ALI: (a) Will the Hon’ble ihe 
Member in charge of the Department of Revenue (Land Revenue) be 
pleased to state how many kanungoes are employed in each division — 
(^) in civil work ; 

(ii) in settlement work ; 

(m) in permanent establishment; and 
(iv ) in temporary establishment? 

(h) How many are employed, and for what period — 

(i) in their own native districts ; and 

(u) in their own division? 



i 

1921.1 QUESTIONS. 

(c) Is there any truth in the allegation that kanungoes posted in their 
own district or division are taking advantage of their position in land 
transactions (in buying and selling) and other matters? 

(d) If so, have the Government the names of the kanungoesP 

(e) What steps are the Government going to take against them? 

(/) If Government have no information, are they considering the 

desirability of instit\iting an inquiry into the matter? 

MEMBER in charge of the DEPARTMENT of REVENUE [LAND 
REVENUE] (the Hon’ble the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan): 

(a) and (b) It is impossible to obtain the information in time. 

(c), (r/), (e) and (/) No such allegation has been brought to the notice 
of Government. Government, however, will bring the question to the 
notice of Commissioners of Divisions and of the Director of Land Records. 

V 

Meagre report of Legislative Council proceedings in newspapers. 

*XII. Babu KISHORI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: (a) Is the 

Hon^ble the Member in charge of the Legislative Department aware that 
reports of the proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Council published 
in the newspapers are very meagre and incomplete? 

(h) If so, are the Government considering the advisability of taking 
steps to see that fuller reports are made by the press representatives? 

MEMBER in charge of LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler): (a) and (6) Government are not in a 
position to compel newspapers to give (joniplete or fuller reports of the 
proceedings of the Council. The matter is entirely in the hands of the 
newspapers themselves. 

The Legislative Department trms to give facilities to newspaper re- 
porters, by furnishing them with copies of Council documents, c.//., 
Lists of Business, Questions and Answers, Bills, etc., and have recently 
provided a certain proportion of the reporters Avith seats in the body of 
the Council Chamber so that they may be in a position to folloAV the 
debates better. Government are anxious to help the press in this matter 
to the best of their ability, but until a proper Council Chamber is built 
there will probably always be some difficulties. 

Railway oommunioation with Rampur Boalia. 

*XIII. Babu KISHORI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: (a) Is the 

, Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Eublio Works 
aware that much inconvenience is being felt by the Rajshahi public on 
account of the want of easy communication with the railway from Ram- 
. pur Boalia to any convenient station in the Eastern Bengal Railway line 
via Surdahi Charghat, Alaipur, etc. P 


B 1 , 
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(b) If so, are the Government considering the desirability of taking 
steps to see that the daily steamer service are established between 
Paksey and Lalgola, as was the case before the construction of the 
Hardiiige Bridge between Damukdia and Lalgola ? 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of PUBLIC WORKS (the 
Hon’ble the Nawab Saiyid Nawab Ali Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur): 

(a) Government have no information in this matter. 

(b) The member is referred to the answer given to his unstarred 
question on the same subject, No. 5, at a meeting of the Legislative 
Council held on the 1st July, 1920. 

Report of the committee on the salaries of teachers of subordinate edu- 
cational service. 

«XIV. Rai LALIT MOHAN SINGH ROY Bahadur: Will the 
Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Education be 
pleased to state when the report of the committee appointed to consider 
the salaries of teachers of siibordinate educational service will be out? 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of EDUCATION (the 
Hon’ble Mr. P. C. Mitter): The report * is laid on the library table. The 
matter is still under consideration, but Government hope to issue orders 
shortly. 

Report* of Wordsworth Committee. 

*XV. Babu JOCESH CHANDRA SARKAR: Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Education be pleased to state 
when the report of the Wordsworth Committee will be laid on the table, 
and when and how far the recommendations of the committee will be 
given effect to? 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MITTER: The member is referred to the answer 
given at this meeting to llai Jjalit Mohan »Singh Boy Bahadur in reply to 
starred question No. XIV. 

Confirmation of Educational officers conditional on their 
passing examination in vernacular. 

*XVI. Mr. H. A. STARK: Will the Hon’ble the Minister in charge 
of the Department of Education be pleased to state — 

(i) whether the rule has been cancelled which made the confirmation 
of officers of the Indian Educational Service conditional on 
their having first passed an examination in one of the ver- 
naculars of the province ; 


* Not printed in there proceedinipi. 
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(ii) which officers of the Indian Educational Service have been con- 
firmed in that service although they have not passed an exam- 
ination in a vernacular, and the reasons in the case of each 
for his confirmation without his having satisfied a condition to 
which he had contracted ; and 

(Hi) which officers of the Indian Educational Service have neither 
passed an examination in a vernacular nor been confirmed, and 
whether it is intended to oblige them to x)ass such examination 
before they are confirmed? 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MITTER: (i) There is no rule making the 
confirmation of Indian Educational Service officers conditional on their 
passing a vernacular examination, but according to the terms of their 
agreement they are liable to pass a vernacular test within two years of 
their period of probation. On their failure to pass such examination 
Government may dispense with their services. It has not hitherto been 
the policy of Government to inflict the penalty. 

(ii) Under the terms of their contract no formal orders for the confir- 
mation of officers are required to h§ issued, but unless their services are 
terminated on the expiration of the probationary term of two years, they 
continue in the service of Government upon the terms and <5onditions 
prescribed in their agreements. The officers named in the annexed 
statement have thus continued without passing the examination. The 
late Eastern Bengal and Assam Government made the examination 
optional for the Principals and Professors of colleges other than training 
colleges. This explains why a number of officers have received 
exemption. 

(in) A statement is laid on the table. It was decided by Government 
in 1919 that, the rules in connection with the vernacular examination 
should be strictly enforced in the case of certain officers in whose cases no 
ground for exemption existed, and Government will take such action as 
may be necessary and is within their powers» in the case of officers who 
fail to pass the test within a time, which has been prescribed with special 
reference to the circumstances of each individual case. Except, in the 
case of officers exempted by the Eastern Bengal and Assam Government 
under the rules in force in that province, exemption has been ^ery 
sparingly granted and this policy will be continued in future. 


Statement referred to in the reply to starred question No. XVI (it) and 
(in) showing the names of the I. E. S. Officers who have not puAsid 
the Higher Standard Examination in Bengali. 

N.m..fomc.r. to “i.*!"" Oto».d.of .x^mptlon. 

1. Mr. B. Heaton Exempted He was not origiaally recruit- 

ed for the I. E. {C, hence he 
was under no obligation lo 
pass the test. 
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N.»«..o«cer. 0«.acd. of 

2. Ml*. F. C. Turner ... Exempte<i ... In coDHiduftition of his age and 

the onerous nature ot his 
duties as Principulf Dacca 
College. 

3. Mr. T. H. Kichardson ... Do. ... He was not originally recruit- 

ed for the I. E. S. and the 
colloquial examination in 
Hindustani, which he passed 
while serving under the Pub- 
lic Works Department, was 
considered suflicieut, 

4. Mr. J, R. Barrow ... Do. ... In terms of the “Rules” for 

the examination of olHccrs of 
Education Department in 
Eastern Bengal and Assam ” 
Principals and Professors of 
Colleges other than Training 
Colleges were not obliged to 
pass the examination. 


5. 

Dr. E. P. Harrison 

... Under orders to pass. 


6. 

Mr. R, B. Ramsbotliam 

... Exempted 

The same us in the case of 
Mr. Barrow. 

7. 

Mr. T. 0. D. Dunn 

... ^ 

> Under orders to pass. 


8. 

Mr. Evan E. Biss 

...J 


9. 

Mr. Egertoii Smith 

...1 ■ 


10. 

Mr. C. J. lleiiderson 

... > Exempted 

...I 

T)ic same as in the case of 
Mr. Barrow. 

11. 

Mr. A. Macdonald 



12. 

Mr. G. H. Langley 

> Under orders to jmss. 


13. 

Mr. A. Mercer 

..J 


14. 

Mr. W. Saunders 

... ... 

lias resigned the I. B. S. 
owing to the refusal of Gov. 
ernment to exempt him from 
his obligation to pass the 
vernacular test. 

15. 

Miss M. V. Irons 

... ^ 

> Under orders to pase. 

, 

16. 

Miss G. M. Wright 

..J 



Escape of prisoners from Rajshahi Jail. 

*XVIU Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: In connection 
with the escape of prisoners from the Bajshahi Jail and the unfortunate 
incidents at Mohanganj on the night of the 24th March, 1921, will the 
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Han’ble the Member in charge of the Police Department be pleased to 
state the amounts of compensation paid to — 

(t) the family of the wounded man who succumbed to his injuries*; 
{ii) other wounded persons; 

{Hi) the people who were arrested on suspicion, kept confined during 
the night and subsequently discharged; and 
(iu) the villagers whose houses were entered into and searched 
during the night? 

The Hon’ble Sir HENRY WHEELER : (i) and (ii) A sum of Rs. 1,700 
has been sanctioned for distribution as compensation as follows : — 


Rs. 


Widow of Taki (deceased) 

... 

... 1,000 

Lafar (gun shot wounds) 

. . . 

250 

Sital (gun shot wound through jaw) 

300 

Eugal (slight injuries) 

. . . 

50 

Chamaru (slight injuries) 

... 

50 

Golu (slight injuries) 

... 

50 


Total 

... 1,700 


(iii) and (iv) Nil. 

Utbandi settlement of land. 

«XVIII. Maulvl EKRAMUL HUQ: (a) Has* the attention of the 
Ilou’ble the Member in charge of the Department of Revenue been drawn 
to the many drawbacks in the system of utbandi settlement of laud? 

(h) Are the Government considering the desirability of doing away 
w-ith the system at an early date or of modifying it? 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: (a) The settlement operations in Nadia and Jcssore dis- 
tricts have shown that there are difficult problems connected with utbandi 
tenancies. 

(i) Government are considering these problems. 

I 

Members of Educational Service holding specific appointments in Train- 
ing Colleges for teachers and their locum tenens.” 

*XIX> Mr. H. A. STARK. Will the Hon’ble the Minister in 
charge of the Department of Education be pleased to state — 

(i) the names of the members of the Indian Educational Service who 
were originally appointed to that service to hold specific ap- 
pointments in training colleges for teachers in Bengal; 
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{ii) what positions they have held since their arrivali with dates; 
{Hi) whether, and, if so, when, it is proposed that they shall revert to 
the special appointments for which they were recruited in 
training colleges; and 

{iv) whethei, in the event of any of their not reverting to training 
college work, it is proposed to confinn their locum tenens in 
the Indian Educational Service, piovided the latter have 
rendered satisfactoiy service P 

The Hon’ble tUfm P. Ci MiTTER: (^) and (H) A statement is laid on 
the table. 

(Hi) and (iv) Government are not at present in a position to make a 
definite pronouc^ement. 

Statement referred to in the reply to starred question No. XIX 

(t) and (ii). 

Name of officer. Position held by him. Data. 

T. — Mr. Evan E. Bisa ... (1) Principal, Dacca Training College From 7th Novem- 

ber I9u9. 

(2) On special duty in connection 

with the development of the 

Patna Training College ... From 27th August 

1912. 

(3) Principal, Dacca Training College From 9th Septem- 

ber 1912. 

(4) On special duty in the General 

Department, Government ot 
Bengal, office of the Director 
of Public Instruction and 
Calcutta Uoiversity ... From 15th October 

1916. 

(5) Assistant Director of Public 

Instruction, Bengal (officiating) From 17th Septem- 
ber 1917. 

(6) Assistant Director of Public 

Instruction fur Muhammadan 
Education, Bengal, in addition 
to Assistant Director of Public 
Instruction (officiating) ... From 4th October 

1917. 

(7) Inspector of Schools, Dacca Divi- ^ 

siOD (officiating) ••• ••• From 11th April 

1918. 

(8) Military service ••• ••• From Ist August 

1918. 

(9) Principal, David Hare Training 

College (officiating) ... From 29th January 

1919. 

(10) Inspector of Schools, Rajshahi 

Division (substantive) From 16th July 

1920. 
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Name of ofBoer. Position hold by him. Date. 

I. — Mr. Evan E. Bias ... (11) On deputation in connection witli 

the development of primary 

education ... ... From iGlli July 

1920. 

IL — Mr. J. A. Taylor ... (1) Vice-Principal, Daoca Training 

College ... ... From 7tli Novem- 

ber 1909. 

(2) AaatHtaut Director of Public 

luHtruction for Muliaminadari 

Education, Bengal ... Fiom2lHt Aiignat 

1913. 

(3) Military service ... ... From 4tli October 

1917. 

(4) Assistant Director of Public 

Instruction for Muhammadan 
Education, Bengal ... From 10th Feb- 

ruary 1919. 

III. — Mr. W. E. QriSith... (1) Was at first recruited outside the 

Indian Educational Service and 
was appointed as the Principal, 

David Hare Training College, 

on an ofliciating basis ... From Ist July 1908. 

(2) Principal, David Hare Training 

College (substantive), and 
admitted to the Indian Educa- 
tional Service ... ... From 26th It'eb- 

ruary 1911. 

(3) Inspector of Schools, Burdwan 

Division (ofliciating) ... From 5tli February 

1916. 

(4) Inspector of Schools, Dacca Divi- 

sioii (ofliciating) ... ... From 30th October 

1918. 

IV. — Mr. M. P. West (1) Professor, David Hare Training 

College ... ... From 30th Novem- 

ber 1912. 

(2) Vice- Principal, Dacca Training 

College ... ... From 8th Septem- 

ber 1 9 13. 

(3) Inspector of Schools, Cliittagong 

Division (officiating) ... From 6ih July 1916. 

(4) Inspector of Schools, Presidency 

Division (officiating) ... Fi'diu 10th March 

1916. 

(tS) Inspector of Schools, Chittagong 

Division (officiating) ... From lOth Decem- 

ber 1916. 

(6) On special July for conducting a 

survey of primary education in 
Bengal ... ... From Ist Novem- 

ber 1917. 

(7) Inspector of Schools, Chittagong 

Division (officiating) ... From 24th April 

1918. 

(8) Military service ... ... From 24th August 

1918. 

(9) Inspector of Schools, Chittagong * 

Division (officiating) ... From 5th March 

1919. 
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Name of officer. Portion held by him. Date. 

IV. — Mr. M. P. West ... (10) Inspector of Schools, Presidency 

Division ... From I4th June 

1919. 

(11) Principal, Dacca Training College From 1 3 th Decem- 
ber 1920. 

V, — Mr. A. Mercer ... (1) Professor, David Hare Training 

College ... ... From 29tii October 

1914. 

(2) Inspector of European Schools, 

Bengal (officiating) ... From 28th June 

1915. 

(3) Principal, David Hare Training 

College (officiating), in addition 
to Inspector of European 
Schools (officiating) ... From 12th Novem- 

ber 1915. 

(4) Inspector of European Schools, 

Bengal (officiating) ... From 5th Decem- 

ber 191C. 

Percentage of Anglo-Indians on the Bengal Civil Service. 

•XX. Mr. H. BARTONS Will the Hon’ble the Member in thargr,. 
of the Appointment Department be pleased to state — 

(^) whether it is a fact that the rejection of the claim of Mr. Clifford 
Noronha, an Anglo-Indian, for appointment to the Bengal 
Civil Service, was based on the ground that the percentage of 
such appointments as between Muhammadans and Ilinclus 
had to he maintained; 

(ii) whether the percentage of such appointments is maintained with 
due regard to the claims of Anglo-Indians; 

(Hi) what is the percentage, respectively, of Muhammadans, Hindus 
and Anglo-Indians, now in the said service; and 
(tv) when was an Anglo-Indian last appointed to the service ? 

The Hon’ble Sir HENRY WHEELER: (0 No. 

(ii) In making such apix)intments the claims of qualified Anglo- 
Indians are duly considered. 

(m) Europeans 1*2 per cent., Muhammadans, 22*5 per cent.; Hindus 
and Indian Christians, 74-1 per cent.; Anglo-Indians, 2*2 i)er cent. 

(tv) In 1913. 

Railway line between IshurcH and Nachoi#!. 

•XXI. Babu KiSHORI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: Will the Hon’ble 
the Minister in charge of the Department of Public Works be pleased to 
inquire and ascertain when the construction of the railway line between 
Ishurdi and Nachonl through Rampur Boalia is likely to be taken upP 
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The Hon'blethe NawabSAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, Khan 
Bahadur! Aix.iuq'uiry has already been made as to when the construction 
of the projected line is likely to be taken up. 

Metalled road between Rampur Boalia and Codagari. 

*XXII. Babu KI8H0RI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: Will the Hon’blc 
the Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government he 
pleased to say whether the Government are considering the feasibility of 
metalling the road between Rampur Boalia and Godagari through the 
Rajshahi District Board? 

Mr. L. 8. 8. O’MALLEY: The answer is in the negative. The matter 
is one for the Lisirict Board. 

Pay and prospects of Sub-Deputy Collectors. 

*XXIII. Nawabzada K. M. AFZAL, Khan Bahadur: (a) Will the 
Hoii’ble the Member in charge of the Aiipointment Department be pleased 
to state whether they have arrived at any final decision regarding the 
revision of pay and prospects of Sub-D,ep\ity Collectors? 

(h) What consideration has been paid to their representation? 

(c) What is the revised scale of their pay ? 

({/) When will it be given effect to? 

The Hon’ble Sir HENRY WHEELER: (a), (b), (c) and (d) The 

decisions arrived at by Government regarding the pay of the Subordinate 
Civil Service will be made public at an early date. 

Muhammadan Subdi visional Oflioer In Dacca district. 

* XXIV. Nawabzada K. M. AFIAL, Khan Bahadur: (a) Will the 
Ilon’ble the Member in charge of the Appointment Department be pleased 
to state why no Muhammadan Subdivisional Officer has been appointed to 
the district of Dacca ? 

(b) Is it a fact that there is a Government order that one of the two 
Subdivisional Officers at Dacca Sadar should be a Muhammadan? 

(c) If the answer to clause (6) be in the affirmative^ when will this 

order be given effect to? , 

* 

The Hon’blo Sir HENRY WHEELER: (a) Postings of officers are 
* made in accordance with the needs of the public service from the officers 
at the time available. It is a matter of accident and not of policy that no 
Subdivisional Officer now in the Dacca district is a Muhammadan. 

(b) and (c) No, but the point will be borne in mind. 
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Concession in railway fares to Assam tea garden coolies. 

*XXV. Dr. JATINDRA NATH MOITRA! Will the^Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Public Works be pleased to 
state whether it is a fact that a concession rate is allowed by the Rail- 
way authorities to the coolies proceeding to Assam for work in tea 
gardens, whereas no such concession is ordinarily allowed to them 
while returning from the same place? 

The Hon’ble the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: The matter is one which is not within the cognizance 
of the local Government. The member should address himself to the 
Railway Board. 


K. D. and Skrine canals at Rangpur. 

•XXVI. Babu JOCESH CHANDRA 8ARKAR: Will the Hon’ble 
the Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government be 
pleased to state whether provision will be made in the Government 
budget next year for the improvement of the K. D. and Skrine canals 
at Rangpur ? 

Mr. L. 8. 8. O’MALLEY: The member is referred to paragrapli 3 
of His Excellency the Governor’s reply to the address presented to him 
at Rangpur, by the District Board and Municipality of Rangj^iir on 
7th February, 1921 As there stated the canal scheme cannot be taken 
up till the project for the reconstruction of the Ghoghat bridge, which 
is now in progress, has been completed and there has been time to test 
its resujts. No provision can therefore be made in the rext year’s 
budget for this scheme. 

Removal of a transported convict. 

•XXVII. Babu KI8H0RI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble the Member in charge of the Political Department be ideascd 
to state whether it is a fact that one Gopendra Lai Ray, a convict in the 
IVagpur dacoity case, and transported to the Andamans, has been 
brought back to India, and at first was detained in the Coimbatore Jail 
and subsequently transferred to the Alipore Jail? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state the reasons 
for his removal ? 

(c) Is‘he likely to be released under the clemency order? 

(d) Is it a fact that his conduct during the period of his incarcera- 
tion was uniformly good ? 

The Hon’ble 8ir HENRY WHEELER: (a) The reply is in the 
affirmative. 
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(6) The Government of Bengal have no information as to ihe 
reasons for the transfer of this prisoner to the Coimbatore Jail. He 
was subsequently transferred to the Alipore Central Jail on the recom- 
mendation of this Government. 

(c) The question of his release was considered by the Government 
of Bengal, but it was not found desirable to grant him this concession. 

{d) There are no punishments recorded on his jail ticket, and in the 
Alipore Central Jail he has been w^ell-behaved. 

Sheds for passengers in certain railway stations. 

*^XVIIi. Babu KI8H0RI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: {a) Ts the 

Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Public Works 
aware that much inconvenience is being felt by the passengers, espe- 
cially during the rainy season, for want of a shed on the \\estern side 
of the railway stations — Nator, Ishurdi and Poradah? 

(6) If so, are the Government considering the desirability of mov- 
ing the Kailway authorities with a view to the removal of the grievance? 

Tho Hon’ble the Nawab SAIYip NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: (a) and {h) Government are not aware of any such 
inconvenience, but they will inquire into the matter, and if necessary, 
invite the attention of the Railway authorities to it with a view to 
removing the grievance, if any. ‘ 


Offloers of the Intelligence Branch. 

•XXIX. Babu SURENDRA NATH RAY: (a) Will the Hon bio 

the Member in charge of the Police Department be pleased to state 
who is now the Deputy Inspector-General of Pol'ce in charge of the 
Intelligence Branch ? 

(b) Does he hold any other appointment, permanently or tempor- 
arily ? 

(c) Is any other officer holding an appointment in the Intelligence 
Branch or other department of the Police reserved for officers of the 
8Uj)erior police service held jointly? If so, who ore these officers? 

The HOfl’bleSir HENRY WHEELER: (a) Mr. J. A. M. J. Goldie. 

(6) Yes; he holds the permanent appointment of a Deputy Com- 
missioner in the Calcutta Police. 

(c) Mr. R. E. A, Ray, Additional Superintendent of Police, Dacca, 
holds one of the appointments of Additional Superintendent of Police, 
Mymensingh, in addition to his own duties. 
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Post of the Deputy Registrar of Co-opVative Societies. 

*XXX. Nawabzada K. M. AFZALf Khan Bahadur: (a) Is the 

Hoii’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture and 
Industries aware that there is a strong feeling "'among the members of 
the Bengal Civil Service, now working in the Co-op<u*ativ0 Department, 
owing to the fact^that the post of the Deimty Registrar of Co-oi)erative 
Societies, Bengal, has been given to a junior member of the Indian 
Civil Service ? 

(6) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state what quali- 
fication this officer has in the work of the Department P 

(c) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to stale when and why 
Mr. M. Thorp's deputation to France for co-oj»erntive training was 
decided upon P 

(d) Was it settled before he applied for Ifeave to proceed home, *or 
was it after a member of the Bengal Civil Service had been appointeil 
to succeed him P 

(e) Will the ITon’ble the Minister be pleased to state w^hat pay and 
allowance, ordinary or siiecial, Mr. M. Thorp will be drawing during 
his deputation to Europe ? 

(/) Will th« Hoii'ble the Minister be pleased to indicate the line of 
policy the Government propose to adopt in filling up the superior appoint- 
ments in the Co-operative Department P 

The Hon^ble the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: (a) No. The post of Deputy Regisliar of Co-opera- 
tive Societies is, under the orders of the Secretaiy of State, reserved 
for members of the Indian Civil Service and included in the cadre of 
that service. It is, however, interchangeable with executive listed 
posts. 

^ (b) No special cjualifi rations are required for such an appointment, 

(officers w'ho show a special aptitude for co-operative work and take an 
interest in the movement me generally selected. Mr. C. G. B. Stevens 
was selected to act as Deputy Registrar on the recommendation of the 
officiating Registrar. The Registrar reports that Mr. Stevens has already 
shown a very marked aptitude for the work of the post. 

(c) and (d) When Mr. M. Thorp joined the Co-operative Depart- 
ment it was understood that after acting as Registrar he would go on 
leave and*8evote a imrtion of his leave to the study of co-operative insti- 
tutions in Europe. He renewed this proposal when he formally applied 
for leave luvst year. Mr. Thorp will rejoin the Co-operative Dei>art- 
ment on* the expiry of his leave. It was, therefore, decided, in the 
interests of the Department, that he should take the opportunity afforded 
by his leave id. acquaint himself with the working of co-operative inati- 
ttttiions in Europe. 
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(e) During the period of his study leave Mr. Thorp will get travel- 
ling allowance limited to actual fare plus a subsistenoe allowance of 
oOjj. a day as sanctioned by the Secretary of State in addition to the 
leave allowances admissible under the Civil Service Begulalions. 

(f) Subject to the orders of the Secretary of State under which the 
appointments of Registrar and Deputy Registrar are reserved for mem- 
bers of the Indian Civil Service and those of Assistant Registrars are 
included in the cadre of the Bengal (-ivil Service (Executive Branch), 
the policy of Government is to select the officers best fitted for these 
appointments. 

Breach in the Singimara khal embankment in Howrah. 

•XXXI. Babu FANINDRALAL DEs (a) Is the Son’ble the 
Member in charge of the Department of Irrigation aware that the 
breach in the embankment of the Singimara klial^ between Sankrail and 
Manikpur, in the district of Howrah, has been causing damages to the 
cjrops of about twenty villages and great inconvenience to thousands of 
passers-by ? 

(6) What action, if any, are the Government taking in the matter? 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: (^7) The Government are aware that the breach in the 
zamindai'i embankment across Singimara khal in the district of Howrah 
causes occasional flooding, biit there is no loss of crops in the area bene- 
fited by the Barajalla drainage channel, nor is there any great hardship 
to passers-by as a result of this flooding. 

(6) The Government do not propose taking any action which should 
devolve on the parties concerned. 

. Cesses or << abwabs ” and salami ” realised by Court of Wards. 

•XXXII. Mr. 8. M. BOSE: (a) With refereuco to my question 
No. 153 of the 1st April last, will the Hon^ble the Member in charge of 
the Department of Revenue (Land Revenue) be pleased to state 
whether any, and if so, what steps since been taken in connection with 
the realisation of cesses or abwabs by the Court of Wards, referred to 
in paragraph {a) of the said question? 

(ft) Is it the practice in other estates under the management of the 
Court of Wards to levy such cesses or abwabs ? 

(o) Has a general inquiry on the vsubject been held or is it being held, 
by the Board of Revenue, as mentioned in the Hon'ble Member’s, reply 
to paragraph (d) of the above question? * 

(d) Has the Hon’ble the Member issued orders to expedite the abo^ 
inquiry P 
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(e) Is it the practice in other estates under the management of the 
Court of Wards to levy a salami from the tenants for permission to dig 
tanks ? 

(/) Have the Government come to any decision regarding the advis- 
ability of continuing the levy of such salami? 


The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN : («), (6), (c), {d), (e) and (/) The Board has directed 
a general inquiry to be made in all districts as to how tar the realisation 
of illegal cesses or ahwahs contemplated in these questions is prevalent 
in wards^ avS well as in private estates. The inquiry will necessarily 
take some time. On its completion necessary orders will be passed by 
Government. 


Messrs. Biss and Dunn on special duty in the Education Department. 

«XXXIII. Mr. H. A. STARK: In continuation of the questions 
to which answers were given at the meeting of the Legislative Council 
held on the 1st April, 1921, will the Hon’ble the Minister in charge of 
the Department of Education be pleased to state — 

(/) whether it is a fact that Mr. Biss is unacquainted with any 
vernacular, and that he has passed no examination in Ben- 
gali, Hindi, or Urdu; 

(ii) when it is likely that Mr. Biss’s report on, and scheme of, pri- 
mary education will be available for examination; 

(Hi) when will Mr. Biss’s deputation in connection with the improve- 
ment of primary education in Bengal terminate; and 

(iv) what was the purix)se for which Mr. T. 0- D. Dunn was placed 
on special duty ” in the office of the Director of Public 

Instruction from the 1st April to the 1st October, 1912 P 

• 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MITTER: (t) Mr. Biss is believed to have 
sufficient knowledge of Bengali for the purposes of his special vrork in 
connection with the expansion and improvement of primary education. 
The fact that Mr. Biss’s work on special duty has been appreciated in 
many quarters justifies this belief. Mr. Biss has passed no examina- 
tion in Bengali, Hindi or Urdu. 

(ii) The rei>ort has been printed and is being circulated for public 
criticism. 

(Hi) Mr. Biss’s deputation will cease on the 28th February, 1922. 

(iv) Mr. T. 0. D. Dunii, who had been Assistant Director of Public 
Instruction in Eastern Bengal and Assam and was conversant with the 
educational questions which affected the three Eastern Bengal Divisions 
was placed, on the modification of the partition, on special duty, in con* 
nection with educational work at Dacca, for a period of six months. 
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with effect from the 1st April, 1912, and was put in charge of the 
Director of Public Instruction’s office staff at Dacca. 

Improvement of date-sugar. 

*XXXIV. Rai LALIT MOHAN SINGH ROY Bahadur: Will the 
Hon^ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture and 
Industries be pleased to state whether any decision has been arrived 
at as to whether the production of date-sugar in Bengal can be improved 
and organised on a more efficient basis to turn it into a successful 
commercial product, able to compete with other sugars, both indigen- 
ous and imported? 

The Hon’ble the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: The member is referred to the replies given to the ques- 
tions asked by Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur and Babu Brojen- 
dra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri at the Council meetings of the 22nd January, 
1918, and 3rd January, 1919, respectively. 

, Mr. Annett has been definitely transferred to the United Provinces 
Government. The work on date-sugar has consequently been in abey- 
ance and work lias been concentrated on cane-sugar. 

On receipt of the report of the Indian Sugar Commission it may be 
possible to take up the question of date-sugar again on such lines as 
may be recommended in that report. 

Nomenclature ef the Indian and European walting-roems at Parbatipur 
Junction of the Eastern Bengal Railway. 

•XXXV. Babu JOCESH CHANDRA SARKAR: (a) Is the 

Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Public Works aware 
that the waiting-room for the Indian 1st and 2nd class passengers is 
marked “ Indians,", and the waiting-room for the European 1st and 
2nd class passengers is marked Gentlemen ’’ at the Parbatipur Junc- 
tion of the Eastern Bengal Railway? 

(h) Wi|f the Government be pleased to ascertain from the above 
Railway authorities whether they are prepared to make the nomencla- 
ture of the Indian waiting-room similar to that of the European ? 

The Hon’Me the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB AL| CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: (a) Yes. 

(h) The Eastern Bengal Railway administration state that they are 
making the necessary alterations on the sign-board at the Parf^atipur. 
station. 

» Report of MoAlpin Committee. 

•XXXVI. Babu J0CC8H CHANDRA 8ARKAR: Will the Hon’ble 
the Member in charge of the Department of Finance be pleased to s^at^ 
whm the report o< the McAlpin Committee will laW on the table, 

0 
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and also when and hiow far the recommendations of the Committee will 
be given effect to ? 

MEMBER ill charge of DEPARTMENT of FINANCE (the Hon’ble 
Mr. Kerr): The report of the Salaries Committee with the note of dissent 
will be laid on the table during the present session. It is hoped that 
the proi)osal8 of Government for the revieton of the pay of menials will 
be submitted to the Legislative CouncU in the cunent session. It is 
expected that the proposals regarding ministerial officers will be sub- 
mitted to Council in September. 

, Unstarrcd Questions 
(answers to which were iaid on the table). 

Proportion of nominated Muhammadan members in various boards, in 
municipalities and seif-governing bodies in Dacca Division. 

1. Khan Bahadur KHWAJA MOHAMED AZAM: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self- 
Government be iJeased to say what is the proiK>rtion of nominated Miis- 
salman members in the present union lioards, local boards, district 
boards, municipalities and other self-governing bodies .in the Dacca 
Division ? 

(b) What proportion of vacancies to be filled up by Government 
nomination is proposed to reserve for the Mussalmans in these local 
bodies in the Dacca Division ? 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of LOCAL SELF- 
GOVERNMENT (the Hon’ble Sir Surendra Nath Banerjea): (a) A 

statement is laid on the table. 

(b) The object of Government in making apiwintraenis to local 
bodies is to correct possible inequalities which may result from the 
operation of the elective system^ to secure the adequate representation 
of different communities and interests and also, where necessary, to 
provide for an element of official experience. Uircumstanees differ in 
different localities and no hard and fast rule can be laid uown as to 
the proportion of vacancies to which members of any particular commu-^ 
nity should be appointed by Government. It is therefore not proposed 
to reserve any fixed proportion for Mussalmans in the Dacca Division. 

Statement referred to in the reply to unetarred qn^tion No. I ehowing 
the proportion of nominated Muhammadan members in the self- 
governing bodies in the Dacca Division to the total nmnber of 
nominated members m those bodies excluding ex-ojfficia members. 

IiocaI bodlM. Peraeurafie. 

District Boards 
Local „ 

Municipalities 
, Union Boards 
Union Oominittses 


ass 


• M 

• •• 


65*7 
54'5 
39 4 
77*7 
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Phthisis cases. 

2. Babu BROilENDRA KI8HOR RAY CHAUDHMRIS (a) Will 

the Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of local Self- 
Government be pleased to make a statement showing the number of 
deaths from phthisis in— 

(i) Calcutta; and 

(ii) in each of the differentMistricts of the Presidency 
in each of the last five years ? 

(b) What accommodation is there in the hospitals under Govern- 
ment control for phthisis patients P 

(c) Have the Government any particular home or hospital for phthisis 
patients at any hill station or elsewhere in the Presidency ? 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) (i) The deaths 
in Calcutta under the head of Tubercle ** were — 

1,920 in 1916. 

1,738 in 1916. 

1,639 in 1917. 

1,826 in 1918. 

1,889 in 1919. 

(ii) The infoftnatioii is not available, as deaths from phthisis are 
not entered separately in the vital statistics of the districts. 

(6) There is accommodation of 80 beds for phthisis patients in the 
district headquarters hospitals under Oovernnient control. Tubercu- 
losis wards have been constructed in the Presidency General and Medical 
College Hospitals containing 48 and 24 beds, respectively, but the 
former have not been brought into use. 

(c) No. 

Compartments for lady passengers in steamers and exemption of certain 
articles from luggage fares. 

3. Mauivi FAZLAL KARIM: (a) Will the Hon’ble the Member 
in charge of the Marine Department be pleased to state the percentage 
of passenger steamers of the Rivers Steam Navigation and India General 
Navigation and Railway Companies, liimited, in which separate com- 
partments for third class lady passengers have been provided? 

(6) Is the Hon’ble the Member aware that the compartments pro- 
vide! for those ladies in iihose steamers are the hottest part of the 
decks, being just over the engine-room and behind ,the first and second 
class compartments? 

^ (c) Are the Government considering the desirability of suggesting 
to the authorities concerned to see that these compartments are removed 
to the right or left side of the deck? 

(d) Is it a faot that, chaukidars and constables attend the steamer 
stations of the companies ? . . . 

d 1 
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(e) If so, will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state whether 
the compaaies pay any contribution to Government for the service of 
. these police officers and chaukidars P If so, how much ? 

(/) If not, is it in the contemplation of the Government to arrange 
that a contribution should be jxxid by the companies in this regard? 

(//) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state the number of 
stations of the above companies and the number of crimes which have 
occurred in those stations for the last three years ? 

(h) Is it a fact that on the Eastern Eengal Railway the bundle of 
rugs, tiffin-baskets and small hand-bags, walking-sticks or umbrellas in 
the case of first and second class passengers, and the razai or blanket 
in the case of intermediate and third class passengers, are exempted 
from weighment as passenger’s luggage? 

(t) Are such exemptions permitted by the above steamer companies? 

(;) If not, are the Government considering the desii ability of sug- 
gesting to the authorities concerned to see that a unifonnity of rule 
is made by the steamer and railway companies in this matter? 

(/;) Is it also in the contemplation of the Government to suggest that 
tiffin-baskets and sticks or umbrellas be also exempted from weigh- 
ment as passenger’s luggage in the ease of intermediate and third class 
railway and steamer passengers ? 

MEMBER in charge of MARINE DEPARTMENT (the Hen’blo 
Mr. Kerr); (a) The joint steamer companies state that approximately 
43 per cent, of their passenger steamers are provided with screened 
accommodation for third class female passengers. The’ remainder of 
their steamers are either not sufficiently large to permit of separate 
accommodation being provided, or are i'lving on services where the 
necessity for screened accommodation does not exist. 

(6) The accommodation hjjis in the majority of eases been provided 
either forward of the funnel, which is not so hot a position as one imme- 
diately aft of the funnel would be, or immediately forward of the hos- 
pital accommodation aft. 

(c) It is not advisable to remove, the position of this accommoda- 
tion to the side of the decks, as by so doing the trim of the ship would 
be seriously affected. 

(d) Ghat police are deputed to certain steamer stations to watch the 
movements of criminals and suspicious ohariicters and also to regulate 
traffic. They are employed for the protsetion of the public and not 
siiecially in the interest of the steamer companies. 

(e) No contribution is paid by the .steamer companies, to Govern- 
ment towards the cost of the gh&t police. 

(/) The answer is in the negative. 

(ff) The steamer companies have 43& steamer stations. No separata 
record is maintained of crimes committed at steamer statioits, 

(k) Tea. 
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(i) Tes. 

(;) The question does not arise. 

(k) Sticks, umbrellas and small tiffin-baskets of intermediate and 
third class passengers are exempted on the Eastern Bengal Railway. 
The steamer companies are not prepared to exempt such articles from 
weighment owing to the amount of space utilized for their accommo- 
dation. Cooking utensils for use on the journey are, however, allowed 
free carriage. Government are not prei>ared t<) address tHe . steamer 
comi>anies on the subject. 

Capsizing of ferry boats in the Hooghly botwoen Budge Budge and 

Naihati. 

4. Mr. KRISHNA CHANDRA RAY CHAUDHURI: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble the Member in charge of the Marine Department be pleased to 
state the approximate number of persons drowned by the capsizing of 
ferry boats in the river Hooghly from Budge Budge to Naihati in 
the years 1918, 1919 and 1920? 

(b) WhaH precautionary measures, if any, have the Government 
adopted so far for the protection of human lives in this regard P 

The Hon’blo Mr. KERRs (a) Eighteen persons are reported to have 
been drowned by the capsizing of passenger boats in the river Hooghly 
from Budge Budge to Naihati in the years 19i8-1920? 

(h) As far as the Port Commissioners' steamer-ferry service is con- 
cerned police guards are posted on all their feny landing stages to 
supervise the embarkation and disembarkation of passengers. The rules 
regarding the licensing of other passenger boats within the limits of the 
port of Calcutta are contained in notification No. 144 Mne., dated 30th 
November, 1908, a copy of which has been placed in the librar 3 \ 

Enhancement Df chaukidari tax in the Burdwan Division. 

5. Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: (a) Is the 

Hon'ble the Minister in charge of the Department of the Local Self- 
Government aware of the fact that the Divisional Commissioner of Burd- 
wan, at the last Conference of district officers, stated that union boards, 
under the Bengal Village Self-Government Act, would be permitted to 
enhance the tax hitherto known .as chaukidari tax, of every individual 
tax-payer to 50 per pent, on the old rate, and that yearly allotments be 
made by the union boards not only for roads> but also for sanitation and 
education in equal proportion? 

(b) Are the Government considering the advisibility of reconsidering 
^ the decision of the Commissioner of the Burdwan Division and of fixing 

a lower rate of enhancement on the old chaukidari tax? 

(c) Is the-Hon’ble the Minister aware that certain union boards have 
imposed taxes on the agncultural income of the people, ignoring the pio- 
visioh in section 40 of the Bengal Village Self-Government Act ? 
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(d) Is it ill contemplation to impose double taxes on agricultural 
income, once by the union boards and again by the district boards ? 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) An extract 
from the proceedings of the Conference is laid on the table. 

(b) No orders were issued, b^it the Conference was asked to considei: 
the desirability of union boards adopting a rough scale for self-taxation 
and a model budget for expenditure on heads other than rural police. 
The proposals made were siiggestibns intended to help the union boards ; 
and the Commissioner explained that the scale suggested would be use- 
ful as a guide to union boards which were taking ‘up the work of assess- 
ment for the first time and that it would vary according to local condi- 
tions and requirements. After his proposals have been discussed by the 
Conference, the proposed scale of self-taxation and the budget suggested 
were accepted as model. The power of making the assessment in each 
union rests with the union board and it is not intended to interfere with 
their discretion in the matter. 

(c) The member appears to be under a misapprehension as regards the 
provisions of the law regulating assessment. Section 38, Village Self- 
Government Act, lays down that the rate imposed by union boards shall 
be an assessment according to circumstances and property within the 
union, and section 39 provides that the assessment shall be made in accor- 
dance with the rules prescribed under section 101. Under the rules 
issued under the section last named, agricultural income is liable to as- 
sessment as well as income derived from other sources. 

(d) Agricultural classes paying cess under the Cess Act are also liable 
to pay the union rate. The principle is not a new one, as these classes had 
also to pay the chaukidari tax under sections 14 and 15 of the Chaukiduri 
Act, VI of 1870 (B.C.), and the rates imposed by the Union Committee 
under section 118C of the Local Self-Government Act. 

Extract referred to in the reply to unstarred question No. 5 (a). 

Desirability of adopting a rough soale for self-taxation by Union Boards and a 
model budgetfor expenditure on heads other than rural pollee. 

The Prefeideiit explained that this subject had been taken up because the District 
Magistrate of Burdwan came to him one day and suggested that it would be useful 
if an indication could be given in the matter. 

In view of the fact that people were generally averse to self-taxation when left 
to themselves it would be desirable to adopt a rough scale for such assessment by 
the Union Boards. Although it would vary according to local conditions and 
requirements such a scale would serve as a guide to these bodies who would have 
to take up this work for the first time. The amount now assessed as chaukidari tax 
would of course continue to be realised, but in addition to this a sum equivalent to 
half the chaukidari tax might ordinarily be assessed on each house-holder for ep^rry- 
ing out the other objects of the Village Self-Government Act. As the poorer house- 
holders had been exempted from chaukidari assessment this arrangem^t would not 
cause any hardship. The average ehMikidari tax of each Union amounted to say 
Ra. 1,200 and ^ additional tax that would be raised for carrying on the other 
purposes of the Act would thus be Rs. fi00« To this tticdit be added the District 
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Board grant whicrh ‘Would vary perhaps from Bs. 200 to 400 (inclusive of the income 
from pounds which would be made over to Union Boards). It would be about Rs. 400 
to each Union in the Hooghly district^ but in any district where it might be less, the 
richer people in the Union might be assessed more than half their chaukidari tax 
and up to the maximum of Rs. 84 a year altogether as fixed by section 38 of the 
Village. Self-Government Act. It would hardly be possible for the’ Union Boards to 
make any appreciable headway in any of the numerous spheres of activities on an 
income much less than Rs. 1,000 in addition to that required for the chaukidari fund. 

Assuming then that the Union Board had an income of Rs. 1,000 a year for 
expenditure on heads other than rural police, the following distribution was suggest- 
ed : — 

(1) Sanitation, Conservancy and Drainage ... Bs. 150 or 15 per cent. 

(2) Water supply ... ... ... Bs. 200 or 20 per cent. . 

(Besides the Local Boards would be spending themselves or preferably through 

the Union Boards the money they at present devoted to water-supply, ^'he sum nl 
Rs. 200 a year would represent an additional fund at the disposal of the Union 
Boards for carrying out other works of this nature, e.g., reclamation of any existtiing 
tank, the sinking of the tube wells, etc.) 

(3) Koads. bridges and water-ways ... Bs. 100 or 10 per cent 

(This would be supplemented by the money now spent by Local Boards on all im- 
portant village roads which would continue to be so spent either by Local Boards 
themselves or preferably through the Union Boards.) 

(4) Primary education ... Bs. 100 or 10 per cent, 

(This would be supplemented by the sum now spent by District Boards either 
from its own funds or out of the imperial assignments placed at their disposal on 
Primary Schools which might be made over to Union Boards.) 

(5) Medical Relief Dispensaries ... ... Bs. 200 or 20 per cent. 

(The President explained that he considered adequate medical relief to be the 
most important requirement of rural areas.) 

(6) Establishment charges and contingencies ... Rs. 250 or 25 per cent. 
««*«*** 

Lower and upper primary schools. 

6. Babu NALINI NATH ROY: Will the Hon’ble the Minister in 
charge of the Department of Education be pleased to place on the table 
a statement showing — 

(t) the actual number of lower primary and upper primary schools 

for boys that exist at present in the Sadar and Narail sub- 
divisions of the district of J essore ; 

(u) the number of students receiving instruction in such schools ; 
(tit) their percentage out of the total number of boys of school-going 

age; 

(tv) how many of such schools are entirely free ; 

(v) how many of them receive help from Government and the Dis- 

trict Board ; 

* (vt) the amounts of such grant«-in-aid ; 

(vit) the number of such schools exclusively for girls; 

(vtii) the number of girls under instruction in those schools ; 

(ta) their percentage out of the total number oi girls of school-going 
age; • s 
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(a) whether there are any such schools free for girls ; 

(xi) what special consideration such schools, if any, referred to in 

sub-paragraph (a) receive at the hands of Government; and 

(xii) what steps the Government are adopting to further the cause of 

elementary education for girls ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MITTER: (i) Sadar. — Lower primary, 385; 
upper primary, 65. 

Narail. — Lower primary, 243; upper primary, 49. 

(ii) Sadar. — Lower primary, 11,041; upper primary, 2,191. 

Narail. — ^Lower primary, 7,431 ; upper primary, 1,894. 

(Hi) Sadar. — Lower primary, 37; upper primary, nil. 

Narail. — Lower primary, 34; upper primary, nil. 

(tv) Sadar.— ^Lower primary, nil; upper primary, nil. 

Narail. — Louder primary, nil ; upper primary, nil. 

(r) Sadaj*. — Lower primary, receiving aid from the Government, 2; 
receiving aid from District Board, 363. Upper primary, receiving aid 
from Government, 4; receiving aid from District Board, 46. 

Narail. — Lower primary, receiving aid from Government, 2 ; receiv- 
ing aid from District Board, 221. Upper primary, receiving aiil from 
Government, 1 ; receiving aid from District Board, 38. 

(in’) Sadar. — ^Tjower primary: amount of grant from Government, 
Rs. 9,176; amount of grant from District Board, Rs. 6,314. Upper pri- 
mary: amount of grant from Government, Rs. 4,930; amount of grant 
from District Board, Rs. 1,803. 

Narail. — Lower primary: amount of grant from Government, 
Rs. 5,966; amount of grant from District Board, Rs. 4,904. Upper 
primary : amount of grant from Government, Rs. 7,371 ; amount of grant 
from District Board, Rs. 1,749. 

(vii) Sadar. — liower primary, 45; upper primary, 3. 

Narail. — Tjower primary, 86; upper primary, 1. 

(viii) Sadar. — ^Lower primary, 904; upper primary, 1*49. 

Narail. — Lower primary, 2,094; upper primary, 42. / 

(ix) Sadar. — Lower primary, 3 ; upper primary, nil. 

Narail. — Lower primary, 8; upper primary, nil. 

(. 1 ?) Sadar. — One lower primary school for peasant girls, 

Narail. — One low6r primary school for peasant girls. 

(.ri) These peasant girls' schools, when they were started, received 
Rs. 20 each for furniture. They get Rs. 13 pe;;^ month fwim Government 
— Rs. 10 for a Pandit and Rs. 3 for contingencies. 

(xii) Government seek to develop primary education for . girls by 
means of — 

^ (a) Panchayati Union schools for girls.— These schools are main- 
tained by District Boards at a cost of Rs. 16 per month, 
Government providing the requisite funds. 
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(6) (i) Grants-in-aid to deserving primary schools. — Funds are 
placed annually at the disposal of the two Inspectresses of 
Schools to provide grants for deserving primary schools. 

(ii) Increased remuneration to teachers of aided primary 
schools. — The pay of the whole-time teachers in aided pri- 
mary schools and maktabs for girls [other than those included 
under (i) above] in District and Municipal Board areas 
which are conducted as indeiiendent institutions unconnected 
with boys* schools, has been increased by Rs. 2 per mensem 
over and above what they get from District and Municipal 
funds. 

(r;) The apxK.inim^nt of a staff of female inspecting officers. 

(d) Training of female teachers. — Government give generous grants 

to Mission and Brahmo training classes and maintain a Hindu 
and a Moslem training class. A large number of stipends is 
given to each of these training classes. 

(e) It may be added, as regards Jessore Sadar and Narail, that Gov- 

ernment contribute annually Bs. 39,532 to the Jessore District 
Board and Rs. 2,025 to the Jessore Municipality, for the main- 
tenance of primary schools. It is open to these authorities to 
spend this money on girls* Mschools, if they think fit. 


Oemand for making Fakirhat police-station a separate electoral unit. 

7. Babu SAILAJA NATH ROY GHAUDHURI: (a) Is the Hon’ble 
he Minister in charge of. the Department of Ijocal Self-Government 

aware that there is a strong popular demand for making Fakirhat police- 
station, in the district of Khulna, a separate electoral unit for the purpose 
of local board and district board elections ? 

(h) Will the Ilon'ble the Minister be pleased to state what action, if 
any, Government contemplate taking in the matter? 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) The answer 
is in the negative. 

(b) No action appears to be necessary. 

Results of action taken under the Sanitary Drainage Act. 

8. Khan Bahadur Mauivi WA8IMUDDIN AHMED: Will the 
Hon'ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Govern- 
ment be pleased to lay on the table a statement in the following tabular 
form showing the results of action taken under the Sanitary Drainage 
Act during the period 1909 to 1919 : — 

Headings of Tables* 

(1) Name of the district. 

(2) Who took the initiative. 

(3) The area brouf^t under operation. 



30 


QUESTIONS. 


[4th J ult. 


(4) Amount of expenditure incurred. 

(j5) Who bore the expenditure in the beginning. 

(6) How the coats werer realised. 

(7) Are there many insanitary hiUy old tanks and other unhealthy 

places requiring action under that Act. 

(8) If so, why no action was hitherto taken under that Act. 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (1) to (G) A 

statement is laid on the table. 

(7) Yes. The Bengal Sanitary Drainage Act has, however, been 
superseded by the Bengal Agricultural and Sanitary Improvement Act. 

(8) Under section 3 of the Bengal Sanitary Drainage Act (VIIT of 
1895) action can only be taken on an application from the District Board 
concerned. 


Statement referred to in Die reply to unstarred question No. 8 (I) to (6) 
showing the results of action taken under the Sanitary Drainage 
Act during the period 1909 to 1919. 






Expenditure 

Kama of 



Area 

incurred 

Name of district. 

Who took Initial ire. 


under 

np to Blst 

scheme. 



opotatlon. 

March 





1931. 



1 1 



1 

» ! 

i » 

4 

! 

1 * 

1 


1 


Sq. miles. 

1 

Bs. 

If Agrahht 
Drainage. 

Sf-Parganaa ... 

District Board 

S83 

39,68.619 

Amta 

Howrah 

In these cases the i 


m 

39.148 


1 initiative was 

1 fa'cen by Govero- 





Arul hil 

Jeaaore 

{ ni^nt. which asked 
< the District Boards 


6S 

1,92,499 



> concei nod to make 




Nowi Suntbi 

84*Farganas ... 

the necessary appll*^ 
oaiton under w'o* 
tlon 8 of the 


149 

1,83.936 

Jaboona ... 

f4*Parganaa, 

B ngal Sanitary 


86S 

4.441 


Jesi'<te and 

Drainage Act 





Nadia. 

(VIIl of I8W). 1 

L 




Who bore 
expenilltnre 
in the 
be^inniiig. 

6 

OoTernment ... 

Ditto ... 
Ditto 

Ditto ... 
Ditto 


How cost 
r«alised. 


7 


A. rate has been 
assessed under 
the Uengal 

Sanltaiy Drain* 
age Act and 
is being 
realised. 




I The aoheinv 
> are in pro* 
I grees. 


Primary sehools, madrasaas and muktabs in Pirajpdr. 

9. Mauivi AZAHARUDPIN AHMEDs Will the Hon’ble the Minis- 
ter in charge of the Department of Education he pleased to state— 

(t) how many aided primary sdiools, madrassas and muktabs are 
there under the jurisdiction of the Polioe-station in the Piroj- 
pur, subdivision in the district of Bakarganj ; . 

(n) how much does each of them get as ajld every year; , 
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(m) how^juiany,8c1ioQl$are tlieid under the jurisdiction of the Govern- 
ment Khas Malnll and Colonisa^tion Departments and, how 
much does each of them get as aid 'every year; and 

(iv) how many schools are under the jurisdiction of Zamindars and 
how much does each of them get as aid every year? 

The Hon’ble Mr^ Ct MITTERi (£) (a) Number of aided primary 
schools in the Pirojpur subdivision, 622. 

(b) Number of aided muktabs in the Pirojpur subdivision, 131. 

(c) Number of aided middle ipadrassas in the Pirojpur subdivision, 3. 

(^2) Number of aided junior madrassas in the Pirojpur subdivision, 1. 

{ii) Average amount of aid given per year to — 

(a) each primary school, Bs. 30-12. 

(6) each muktab, Es. 44-8. 

(c) each middle madrassa, Bs. 500. 

(d) the junior madrassa, Bs. 600. 

(iii) (a) Number of schools in the khas mahal area, 47. 

(b) Number of schools in the colonisation area, 2. 

(o) Average amount of aid given to each khas mahal school annually, 
Bs. 43. 

(d) Average amount of aid given to each school in colonisation area, 
Bs. 180. 

■ (iv) (a) Number of primary schools under the jurisdiction of samin- 
dars in the Pirojpur subdivision, 664. 

(h) Average amount of aid given per year to each primary school 
under the jurisdiction of zamindars in the Pirojpur subdivision (from 
public funds), Bs. 27-8. 

Improvement of communications of Pirojpur town. 

10. Mauivi AZAHARUDDIN AHMED: (a) Is the Hon'ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Public Works aware that Piroj- 
pur, the headquarters station of the Pirojpur subdivision of the Bakar- 
ganj district, is provided with only one steamer station, which is situated 
five miles away from the town ? 

(b) -Is the Hon’ble the Minister aware that communications become 
sometimes impossible owing to the drying up of the only khal in the 
vicinity? 

(o) Is the Hon’ble the Minister aware that there are no suitable 
roads which may be used for cars, cycles, etc. ? 

(d) What steps are the Government taking to improve the communi- 
^ cations of the town? 

The Hon’ble the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahaduri (a) Tea. 

(b) Tea. ^ During the ebb tide in the dry season, i.e^ from Novem- 
ber to April, communication by boat between Pirojpur and the steamer 
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station is impossible. In the rainy season and at flow tide in the dry 
season comm unication by boat is-possible. 

(c) and (rl) There are roads on both sides of the Damodar khal 
between Pir().jpur and Hnlarhat. Both the roads are fit for cycling but 
are not suitable for carts, etc. Owing to the formation of char land near 
Hularhat, the mooring of steamers at that station is difficult and the 
steamer station has been shifted to Denakhali. The District Board was 
asked to make a road from Denakhali to Hularhat, but the project has 
been held in abeyance till next year, as the local people asked the steamer 
company to transfer the station to Hularhat and the company iiitimated 
that the question would be decided during the next rainy season. 

Want of a chemical laboratory in the Campbell Medical School. 

11. Rai RADHA CHARAN PAL Bahadur: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
the Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government be 
pleased to state whether it is a fact that there is no chemical laboratory 
attached to the Campbell Medical School for the theoretical instruction 
and practical training of the students thereof? 

(b) Is it a fact that the Campbell Medieval School students are 
required to attend chemical and laboratory classes at the Medical College ? 

(c) Is the Hon’ble the Minister aware that no adequate facilities 
are provided for them at the College ? 

(d) Are the Government aware of a feeling that exists that undue 
discrimination is shown in favour of the Medical College students to the 
detriment of the educational interests of the Campbell Medical School 
students P 

(e) If the answer to the question above be in the affirmative, what 
steps do the Government propose to take in order to remove this grievance 
and to provide the Campbell Medical School with a chemical laboratory 
of its. own ? . 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) and (b) The 

answer is in the affirmative. 

(c) The facilities provided for them at the Medical College are 
adequate and -differ in no way from thovse provided for the students of the 
College. 

There is no evidence that such a feeling exists. No undue discrimi- 
nation is exercised in favour of the Medical College students or to the 
detriment of the Campbell Medical School students. 

(e) The<iue8tion does not arise. 

Proposal to start a Sorioultural Bohpoi in MfMa. 

1^ Rai Sahib NILMANI CHATAK: <a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries be 
pleased to state whether there is any proposal , to start a sericultniel 
school in Halda? 
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(b) If so, when do the Government propose to start such a school P 

The Hon’ble the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadurs (a) and (b) There is at present no proposal before 
Government to start a sericultural school in Malda. Arran j^einents have 
however, been made since 1918 for impariinf? practical training in im- 
proved methods of sericulture by a trained teacher to the sons of silk- 
worm rearers attending the primary school at Piasbari in the Malda dis- 
trict. It is reported that the school is doing good work. 


Alleged interference with free voting in by-election for Calcutta South 

(Muhammadan) seat. 

13. Mauivi ME8BAH UDDIN AHMED: (a) Is the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Police Department aware that pressure is being 
init, an undue interference with the franchise of free voting is being 
exercised by certain sub-inspectors of the Calcutta Police in the 
present by-election for the Calcutta South Muhammadan seat? 

(ft) If the answer to the foregoing be in the affirmative, will the 
Hon'ble the Member be pleased to state what steps Government propose 
to take to prevent such undue interference in the present instance, as 
well as in the future ? 

The Hon’ble Sir HENRY WHEELER: (a) and (ft) It is under- 
stood that one of the candidates is a relative of a Muhammadan sub-ins- 
pector, and the latter, along with one other officer, appears to have can- 
vassed to some extent in connection with the election. Both have been 
warned. 


Inspector of European Schools. 

14. Mr. H. A. STARK: (a) Will the Hon’ble the Member in charge 
of the Department of European Education be pleased to lay on the table 
a list of the changes in the personnel of the Inspector of European Schools 
during the last official year ? 

(ft) Are the Government considering the desirability of taking such 
steps as may insure some permanency in the tenure of office of the officer 
appointed to be Inspector of European Schools P 

(c) Will the Hon'ble the Member be pleased to state whether it is 
proposed to retain the present Inspector of European Schools as such for 
a reasonable number of years? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT af EUROI^EAN 
EDUCATION (the Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler ): (a) (i) Mr. A. Mercer, 
up to 16th June, 1920; (w) Mr. W. P. Papworth (in addition to his own 
duties as Assistant Master in charge of the Hastings House School), from 
16th June, 1920, to 13tb July, 1920; {Hi) Mr, T, S, Sterling, from 14th 
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July, 1920, up to third week of September, 1920, (iv) Mr. E. F. Oaten, 
from the third week of September, up to the end of December, 1920; 
(r) 'Mr. W. F. Papworth from the first week of January, 1921. 

(ft) Yes. Recent difficulties were due to the death of the permanent 
holder of^the post, Mr. Maclear, and the illness of Mr. Mercer, but it is 
the desire of Government that frequent changes in the tenure of this post 
should be avoided. 

(c) Yes, but no guarantee can be given. 


Assam tea garden coolies in the district of Burdwan and unpopularity of 
the Gurkhas at Chandpur. 

15. Raja MANILOLL SINGH ROY: (a) Has the attention of the 
Hon’ble the Member in charge of the Polivical Department been drawn 
to the fact that a large number of coolies from the Assam tea gardens 
have reached the district of Burdwan and neighbourhood, and that there 
is a fear that they may spread infectious diseases in the district iind 
neighbourhood ? 

(6) Are the Government considering the desirability of taking 
immediate steps to look into the needs, necessities and comforts of these 
poor coolies and arrange for their safe arrival at their village homes? 

(c) Is the Hon’ble the Member aware that many serious allegations 
have been made against the Government officials in connection with the 
desertion of the tea gardens of Assam by the coolies and their detention 
at Chandpur P 

(d) Are the Government considering the desirability of appointing 
a commission, with a majority of non-officials on it, to inquire into the 
cause of the discontent prevailing among the tea garden coolies and also 
into the truth of the allegations made against the officials, the garden 
managers, the police and the Gurkhas, as also the Railway and Steamer 
Companies P 

(e) Is the Hon’ble the Member aware that the Gurkha soldiers 
have become very unpopular in Chandpur? 

(/) Is it the intention of Government to refrain further from employ- 
ing Gurkha soldiers to keep order in Chandpur? 

MEMBER in charge of POLITICAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Sir Henry Wheeler): (a) and (ft) All coolies from the tea gardens of 
Assam who reached the Burdwan district were despatched to their homes. 

(c) Yes. A reference is invited to the commuriiquS published by 
this Government on the 7th June. 

(d) The causes of discontent prevailing among the tea garden 
coolies were operative in Assam and their investigation is a matter for 
that local Government. As regards the allegations against officers of 
this Government, as also the Railway and Steamer Companies, an 
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inquiry was made by me and the results were published with the 
vommuniquS issued on the 7th June. The appointment of a commission 
to iiiiike further inquiry is not contemplated. 

(e) The member evidently refers to the Eastern Frontier Rifles, 
who are military police. Various allegations were made against this 
force in Ghandpur and they are dealt with in the report referred to in so 
lar as they have been brought to the notice of Government. 

(/) The force of the Eastern Frontier Rifles now at Chandpxir were 
only retained there so long as it was necessary in the interests of law and 
order. 


Revenue derived from gun-license fees. 

16. BabU 8URENDRA NARAYAN SINHA: Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Political Department be pleased to state the 
amount of revenue derived from gun-license fees, and under what head 
in the Budget it is shown, and to what use it is being put ? 

The Hon’ble Sir HENRY WHEELER: The revenue derived from 
fees for licenses under the Arms Act was — 

Rs. 5,678 in 1917. 

Rs. 5,655-12 in 1918. 

Rs. 20,115-12 in 1919. 

The 'figures for 1920 are not available. The fees are pflid in impressed 
stamps and dre included in the receipts shown in the Budget under the 
principal head VII — Stamps — (A) Non-judicial. They are not devoted 
to any particular purpose, but form part of the general revenues of 
Government. 


Influx of tea garden ooolies into Bengal. 

17. Babu JATINDRA MATH BA8U: («) Will the Hon'ble the 
Member in charge of the Political Department be pleased to say whether 
the Government thought it necessary to meet the situation created by the 
influx in May and June, 1921, of large numbers of indigent coolies and 
their families into different parts of Bengal from the tea gardens of 
Assam? 

(b) Are the Government aware of the public feeling that exists that 
the continuance of a large floating population of unskilled and indigent 
^persons in the province is a danger to the health and the economic condi- 
tion of the people of the province ? 

(<j) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state why the sending 
on of the stranded coolies out of the province at the cost of the province 
was discontinued ? ^ ^ 
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(/]) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state the measures 
taken for the relief, repatriation, housing, feeding and medical treatment 
of tlve masses of coolies that came into Bengal from 'Assam in May and 
June, lJi21? 

(e) Has any attempt been made to ascertain whether the coolies were 
anxious to go away to their homes, how many had the means to travel and 
how many were without such means ? 

The Hon’bie Sir HENRY WHEELER* (a) The member is referred 
to the communique of the 7th June last, in which Government's attitude 
was clearly defined. 

(fe) The danger referred to is obvious and Government made sanitary 
and medical arrangements to meet it. 

(c) The member is referred to the communique mentioned above. 

{d) Prior to June 7th, these have been detailed in the communique. 
Subsequent to that date necessary trains and steamers for the repatriation 
of the coolies were provided from funds supplied by charitable organi- 
sations and individuals, Government arranging for food, shelter and any 
necessary medical attendance on the way. Only those certified fit for the 
journey were allowed to travel, the sick being detained at Chandpur for 
treatment under the arrangements described in the communique. 

(e) The reports agree that the coolies were not willing to return to 
the gardens. So far as is known, the majority did not contribute to- 
wards the cost of the journey. 

Babu INOtl BHU8HAN DUTTA: Will the Hon'ble Member be 
pleased to state what was the approximate number of coolies that were 
repatriated from Asansol and Naihati at Government expense ? 

The Hofi’ble Sir HENRY WHEELERS I could not off-hand give the 
number. Tt was the first batch thjit was repatriated by the Hon'ble Mr. 
Sinha. I fancy that the number was about 600 or 700. 

Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTAs Will the Hon’ble Member be 
pleased to state the* principle on which a differentiation has been made 
as regards paying the cost of repatriation of coolies from Asansol and 
Naihati as compared to those at Chandpur. 

Tha Hon’ble Sir HENRY WHEELERS There are Various resolutions 
on the subject tabled for discussion. Perhaps it will be better to wait 
than to answer the supplementary questions which are of an argumen- 
tative nature. 


Ejectment at oooliee from Cbam^Nir ralfuray atation. 

18. Babu JATINDRA HATH BABU: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the PoUtical Department be pleaM to i»tate 
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the Ilailway Company or the local officials made any arrangements as to 
the location or accommodation of the coolies, with u view to the pfoposed 
ejectment before the attempt with the aid of the military police on the 
20th May, 1921, to turn them out of the railway station at Chandpur, and 
was the accommodation notified to the coolies before the ejectment? 

(h) Was any estimate made before the railway station was bleared 
as to how many sick and emaciated persons and how many women and 
children were in the crowd before the force was used to eject them from 
the railway station at Chandpur on the 20th May, 1921. 

(c) Did the coolies that were sought to be ejected from the Chandpur 
railway station on the night of the 20th May, 1921, show any aggressive 
or violent attitude towards the military police? 

(d) Did the Government consider it necessary to award compensation 
to the coolies that were hurt by the military police at Chandpur on the 
20th May. 1921? 

The Hon’ble Sir HENRY WHEELER; (a) On the I9th May the 
Commissioner, in consultation with the Chairman of the muni- 
cipality, arranged for the coolies to occupy the football field, adjoining the 
station, and obtained the Agent’s permission for the ground to be so 
used. Arrangements were in hand for*putting up huts, but before they 
were erected the incidents of the I9th and 20th May took place. 

(h) Government are not aware that any such estimate was made. 

(c) The member is referred to paragraph 4 of my report in the commu- 
nique. of the 7th June, 

{d) No. 

Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA; Is the Hon’ble Member aware that 
there was a great danger of the coolies getting wet in the open football 
field during the rainy. month of May? 

The Hon’ble Sir HENRY WHEELER: If it rained and there was no 
shelter that risk no doubt existed. 

Babu INDU BHU8AN DUTTA; Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased 
to state if any inquiry was made as to how many sick persons were left 
in the station shed, after the coolie drive was over? If so, with what 
results P 

The PRESIDENT: I think supplementary questions are not meant 
for cross-examining the Member in charge afteiv he has answered the 
questions. I therefore disallow this question. 

% 

Want of a platform on tho Jangipur Road Station. 

IS. Babu 8URENDRA NARAYAN SINHAl (a) Will the Hon’ble 
the Minister in charge of the Department of Public Works he pleased to 

B 
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say whether the atteiltioxi of the Qovernment has been drawn to the fact of 
the great inconveniences which the people in general, and ladies, chil- 
dren, the sick, the infirm and old people in particular, have been ex- 
periencing, and are Iteing daily subjected to, in getting into and down 
from the railway trains at the Jangipur Road Station on the B. A. E. line, 
for want of a platform since the opening of the line by the East Indian 
Railway Company? 

^6) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state what steps, if 
any, Government propose to take in that direction ; and, if so, when P 

The Hon’ble the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDtIURI, 
Khan Bahadurs (a) The attention of the Government has not been 
specially drawn to the inconveniences complained of at the Jangipur 
Road Station on the Barharwa-Azimganj-Katwa line for want of a raised 
platform at that station ; but in April, 1920, a memorial was addressed to 
His Excellency the Governor inviting his attention to the inconvenience 
suffered by passengers generally owing to the adoption of rail-level plat- 
forms at certain stations on lines worked under the East Indian Railway 
system. 

(h) As the question concerns the working and the internal economy of 
a railway, the administration i6 quite competent to deal with it. Govern- 
ment will, however, draw the attention of the Agent, East Indian Rail- 
way» to this matter. 

Relegation of duties of minor importance to sub-deputy collectors. 

20. Mauivi MAHAMMED MADA88UR HU88AIN:(o) WUl the 

Hon^ble the Member in charge of the Appointment Department be pleased 
to lay on the table any circular or letters that might have been issued 
within the last two years in which Government expressed their intention 
to relegate sub-deputy collectors to duties of minor importance? 

(6) Have the Government given effect to such circular or letters? 

(c) Will the Government be pleased to state specifically the duties 
which they consider to be minor and which the sub-deputy collectors will 
be called upon to perform under the new rules P 

The Hm’ble 8ir HENRY WHEELER: (a) A copy of Government 
resolution No. 1646 A. D., dated the 21st June, 1920, is laid on the 
library table. 

(b) In pursuance of the resolution referred to above^ Government 
has ceased to vest members of the stibordinate service with first class 
powers. Many of them are being employed in circle works. 

(c) The member is referred to the resolution placed on the library 
table. 
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Noii-¥6tting sub-depiity oolleotors with first class magisterial powers. 

21. Mauivi MAHAMMED MADA88UR MU88AIN: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble the Member in charge of the Appointment Department be pleased 
to say if it is a fact that sub-deputy collectors are no longer vested with 
powers of a magdstrate of the first class ? 

(6) If so, what is the reason? 

(а) What is the bar against investing this class of magistrates with 
first class powers P 

(d) Has any such bar been laid down in the case of honorary 
magistrates P 

(e) Are the Government aware that the order is considered by the 
sub-deputy collectors as a source of humiliation and that their general 
discontent has increased? 

(/) Is it known to Government that the sub-deputy collectors, in 
their representation, claimed equality with deputy collectors for doing not 
only first class case work, but doing other work which at one time or 
other, in one place or another, is done by deputy collectors ? 

The Hon’ble 8ir HENRY WHEELER: (a) Yes. 

(fe) and (c) The member is referred tp paragraph 2 of the Government 
resolution No. 1646 A. D., of the 21st June, 1920, in which the place of 
the subordinate service in the general administration was defined. In 
accordance with the policy therein laid down, Government have ceased 
to vest members of the subordinate service with first class powers, 

(d) No. 

(e) and (/) Government have received, from time to time, and have 
given due consideration to expressions of opinion by members of the 
service, regarding its status and its duties, so far as these are consistent 
with the objects for which the service has been instituted. 

Ferry-service on the Ganges between Malda and Murshidabad districts. 

22. Mauivi 8HAH MUHAMMAD CHAUDHURI: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Public Works be 
pleased to state — 

(i) whether the portion of the river Ganges, between the districts 
of Malda and Murshidabad, is a Government estate bearing a 
tauzi number; 

(u) whether any private party is allowed to ply any ferry-service on 
this portion of the Ganges, not as a lessee but for his own profit 
^ as owner? 

(б) Will the Hon ^ble the Minister be pleased to lay on the table a 
statement of the current year's income from each of the ferries maintained 
by the Government on that portion of the Ganges and state . how the 
income is credited at the Collectorate? 

B I 
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(c) Do the Government spend any portion of the income for the con- 
struction and repair of the approaches to those ferries? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to lay on the table a 

statement of the ferries in the district of Malda taken by the Government 
from private owners since the creation of the District Road Committee 
under the Cess Act of 1871 up to date and the annual income of each 
during the current year? ^ 

(e) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state how many 
ferries in the district of Malda are still Government property, the incomes 
of which dre appropriated as Provincial revenue ? 

(/) How much of this income is spent for the approaches to those Gov- 
ernment ferries? 

The Hon’bfe the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURIi 
Khan Bahadur: (a) (i) An answer w^as given to this part of the 
question at the Council meeting on 1st April last. 

(li) It is reported that within the Murshidabad district there are 11 
feny services maintained by private agencies, viz., the zamindars, who 
lease them out to the highest bidder. The lessees are the only ones 
allowed to ply these ferries. The zamindars justify the levy of the rent 
on the ground that this is not for the main channel of the river, but for 
the landing ghats which lie within their estates. 

(fe) Government do not possess any ferries on the jxirtion of the 
Ganges managed by the Magistrates of Malda and Murshidabad. 

(c) The question does not arise. 

(d) A statement is laid on the table. 

. (e) Six ferries. 

(/) As all the femes under Government management in the district 
m Malda are on the main roads maintained either by district boards or 
municipalities no part of the income is spent on the approaches to the 
ferries. 

Statement referred to in the reply unetarred question No. 22 (d) 

showing the ferries acquited by Government in the district of Malda 

and the income derived from each in 1920*21. 


No. 

Nome of ferry. 

Aaousi 

loeomo. 

Bs. 

1. 

AIrI ••• 

... 1,020 

2. 

Bairgnclii and 6atnan<langa 

825 

3. 

Batn angola 

... 60 

4. 

DutnraiJ 

••• 826 

5. 

Jagadiahporc 

65 

6. 

Khanpore 

... ' 985 

7. 

Goalpara and its subsidiary 

ISO 

8 

Trimohani 

... 41 
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Kami of ferry. 



Annuol 

Income. 

9. 

Gobrl^gliat 



775 

10. 

Debipore • 

• •• 

■ a# 

G25 

n. 

Kaebrekbs ... 

• ma 

aaa 

700 

12. 

Arablanga 

• •a 

• aa 

300 

13. 

Mirjatpiir 


• a# 

190 

14. 

Cbatqre 


aaa 

410 

15, 

Barkole 

ear 

aaa 

800 

16. 

Budhia 

• •• 

• aa 

535 

17. 

Madia 

• •• 

a*a 

400 

18. 

Debaktpar 


• a# 

305 

19. 

Ralupur 


• aa 

450 

20. 

Sadullapur 


aaa 

^495 

21. 

Madbiighat 

• • a 

• ^ 

1,160 

22. 

Beiwarighat ... 


• aa 

80 

23. 

Ekbarabad 

• •a 


130 

24. 

Jabarpur dara 


• •• 

150 

25. 

Pukburia 


% 

aaa 

36 

26. 

Mucbia 



600 

27. 

Kendua dara' 

• •• 

• •• 

205 

28. 

Balia Nawabgauj 

• •• 

• aa 

475 

29. 

Itakhola 


• •• 

60 

30. 

liajapore Kbarbank 


• aa 

40 

31. 

Kbutaba 


• a# 

70 

32. 

Goinastapiir ... 

• •a 

• a# 

2,600 

33. 

Makrampur 

... 

• aa 

1,320 

34. 

Cliariinirjapore 

• aa 

• aa 

1,270 

35. 

Aibo 

aaa 

a •• 

1,500 

36. 

Jbougbatta and Uaninagnr 


2.400 

37. 

Peergungc 

• a. 


1,325 

38. 

Nurpore 

aa# 


125 

39. 

Old and New Nagbaria 

«a# 


200 

40. 

Gboga 

• aa 


13 

41. 

Turtipur Naroinpur 

aa# 


270 

42. 

Rajmehal, Niivasarai and Fulbari 

• aa 

5,600 

43. 

Nawabgauj 

aaa 

... 

2,750 

44. 

Shyampur 

• aa 

... 

145 

45. 

ilangamatia ... 

• a* 

... 

200. 


Pony allowanco sanctioned to kanungoes. 

23. Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
the Member in charge oi the Department of Revenue (I^and Revenue) 
be pleased 'to state whether the Government has lately sanction^ a 
scheme granting a pony allowance to the kanungoes in the Settlement 
Department P • ^ 

(b) If so, what is the nature of the scheme and the amount required to 
give effect to it P 

(e) Has this amount been specifically sanctioned in the current year’s 
Budget P 
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{d) Is it a fact that during the last twenty years of settlement opera- 
tions, no necessity for the payment of such an allowance was felt P 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: {a) Yes. 

(6) Sanction has been accorded to the grant with effect from the 1st 
March, 1921, of a pony allowance of Bs. 20 per mensem to all settlement 
kamingoes who are required to do field and other touring work and actu- 
ally keep suitable ponies, subject to a certificate to that effect being given 
by the Settlement Officers concerned. The grant, however, is liable to be 
withdrawn or modified if economic conditions improve or if oohditions of 
service are changed. 

The amount required to give effect to the scheme is about Rs. 50,000 
a year. 

(c) Provision was made under the head ‘‘Travelling allowance’^ of the 
budget ; the budget was sanctioned. 

(d) No. 

• 

Calcutta Police Courts. 

24. Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
the Member in charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to place on 
the table a statement showing, year by year, the total “Receipts” in the 
Calcutta Police Courts, between 1913 and 1920, under the following 
heads : — 

(z) in court fee stamps ; 

{ii) fines ; 

{Hi) copying and comparing fees; 

(iv) other receipts credited to Government. 

{h) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to lay on the table a 
statement showing, year by year : — 

(1) recurring charges on — 

(i) salaries of Judicial Officers ; 

(it) establishment; 

(Hi) contingencies; and 

(iv) any other item ; 

(2) non-recurring charges — 

(i) in the shape of additions and alterations, electric fittings, 
sanitary plumbing works in the Jorabaganf*Eyd Street 
and Bankshall Street Court buildings; 

(H) in the shape of furniture and equipment of the two new 
courts ; 

(Hi) any other items ; 

incurred in the Calcutta Police Courts between 1913 and 1920? 
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(<?! Will the Hon^ble the Member be pleased to lay on the table a 
statement showing : — 

(i) the ministerial and menial staff in the Calcutta Police Courts and 

the charges thereon ; 

(ii) the police establishment attached to the Cah^utta Police Courts 

and the charges thereon ; 

(m) the Public Prosecutor and his establishment and the <^harges 
thereon, in Calcutta Police Courts (Northern and Southc'rii 
Division Courts) in the year 1913, 1915, 1917 and 1920 P 

(d) Will the Hon'ble the Member be pleased to lay on the table a 
statement showing, year by year^ the totals of the following cases, in the 
Calcutta Police Courts, between 1913 and 1920 : — 

(i) the total number of all cases (“serious*’ as well as “petty”); 

(ii) the total of all “petty” cases ; 

(Hi) the total of all “serious” police cases; 

(iv) the total of all private cases which came up for trial after issue 
of process ? 

(e) Will the Government be pleased to lay on the table a statement 
showing, year by year, the total number of — 

(i) serious and » 

(ii) petty cases 

actually tried out (excluding the cases dismissed, sti*uck off, filed or trans- 
ferred), by (1) each Stipendiary Presidency Magistrate, and by (2) all 
Honorary Presidency Magistrates, in the Calcutta Police Courts between 
1913 and 1920 P 

(/) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state what sum is 
received as rent from the large godown which is attached to the Bankshall 
Street Police Court buildings P 

The Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM; (a) to (e) Statements furnishing 
the information asked for are laid on the table. 

(/) No rent ia received. 

Statements referred to in the replies to unstarred question 
No. 24 (a) to (e). 


I. 




<•) rn 

Ooart-fte 

■tampi. 

(«) m 

Fines. 

(a) (HI) 
Gopjring and 
comparlDS fees. 

(«) Ut 
Other reodpta 
to Goveron 



B*. 

K.. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

1913 

• •• 

16,098 

1,69,425 

4,418 

676 

1914 


18,523 

1,62,814 

5,964 

1 

1915 


17,165 

1,45,228 

. 5,052 

116 

1916 


18,307 

1,44,573 

5,601 

116 

1917 

• •• 

19,146 

2,11,245' 

2,152 

107 

1918 

• •• 

15,663 

2,24,998 

5,097 

249 

1919 

• •• 


2,45,667 

5,677 



• •-t ^ 

18,796 

3,29,475 

6,178 
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II. 



(b) 1 (1) 

0) l(il) 
Batabllshment. 

(b) 1 Ou) and (iv) 


Salaries of 

Judloial offloera. 

Conti iiKcncies and any 
other item. 


Rb. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

1913 

62,437 

30,659 

7,662 

1914 

.... 68,701 

34,959 

12,237 

19)5 

66,796 

35,464 

15,291 

1916 

37,430 

30,227 

16,996 

1917 

41,303 

28,409 

13,228 

1918 

... 62,328 

33,008 

U,624 

1919 

... 60,372 

33,009 

14,738 

1920 

69,045 

41,577 

16,603 


III. 



Kyd Btrebt.' 

Banish A r.L Street. 

JORAUAOAN (JOURT. 


Recur- 

ring 

charges 

f6)9(i). 

Noii- 

recurring 

charges 

/6)9(ii). 

Any 

other 

item 

(b)2(iil). 

(6)3(1). 

(b) 2 (ii). 

{b) 2 (iii). 

(5) 2 (1). 

(6) 2 (li). 

(4)SvHl). 


Rs. 

Rs. 


Rs. 

Rs. 


Us. 

Rs. 


1913-U 

1.311 

11.147 

... 

... 

... 


738 

27.H62 

... 

1914<16 

209 

410 

... 

2.761 

67,569 

... 

113 

... 


I916-ia 

&2U 

89 

... 

3.776 

416 


684 

469 


1916-17 

2,678 

2.499 


3,838 

... 


1,614 

6,000 

... 

1917-18 

348 

1 404 


8.941 

156 

1 

1,099 

1,895 

••• 

1918-19 

3,111 

... 


13.861 1 

1.337 j 

j ... 

6,460 

674 


1919-90 

£ 1 

609 

! 

... 

... 

6,694 

1.696 


1,329 

8,938 

... 


Expenditure on fariiUure and equiptnaut » iion-recarrtiiK. wtiilo ttX()en<liture fur udditioiis and alteratfuoa 
etc., is recurrioff. So far furniture and equipiueot arecoiic 'rned, the above Incliides only new expenditure ; other 
expenditure for these ure included in coiitiaffeociei in the reply to (6) (i), <ili> and (iv). 


Statements aeked for in c (i). 

IV. 


Designation. 



Fay. 

Averiige. 

1913. 



Us. 

Re, 

A. 

1 Re|;i8trar 



200—10—250 

237 

8 

1 Interpreter 

• •• 


125-6—150 

143 

12 

3 Interpreters 

• •• 


100-5-125 

356 

4 

One personal allowance 

• • • 


... 

25 

0 

1 Interpreter 


••• 

75—5—100 

93 

12 

1 Accountant ••• 



80-4—100 

95 

0 

2 Record- Keepr'^r and Cashier 



60—4—80 

150 

0 

1 1st Clerk, English office 


• •• 

70—2—80 

77 

8 

2 Clerks 


••• 

60-2-60 

115 

0 

10 „ ^ 

• •• 

• •a 

40—2—60 

475 

0 

0 „ 


• as 

3(1-^ _40 

337 

8 

1 Clerk 

••• 

• ss 

40—0—0 

40 

0 

S Clerks 

• •• 

• s« 

30—0—0 

90 

0 

1 Clerk 

• •• - 


12-0-0 

.12 

0 
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Designation. 


Pay. 

A.rerage. 

1915. 


Rs. 

Rs. 

A. 

1 KegikiLrar ••• 


200—10—250 

237 

8 

1 Interpreter 

••• 

125—5—150 

143 12 

3 Interpreters 

••• 

100—5—125 

356 

4 

One personal allowance 


• 

25 

0 

1 Interpreter 

... 

75—6—100 

93 

12 

1 Accountant 

••• 

80—4—100 . 

95 

0 

2 Record -keeper and Cashier ... 


GO— 4— 80 

150 

0 

1 1st Clerk, tCiiglish otlico 


7u— 2— 80 

77 

8 

(’lerks 


60—2—60 

115 

0 

Oil 'tokei allowance 

••• 

... 

20 

0 

lo Clerk 


40—2—50 

475 

0 

,Y ••• 

••• 

30—2—40 

300 

0 

- ••• ••• 

••• 

40—0—0 

80 

•0 

3 ••• ••• 


30—0—0 

90 

0 

1 Poddar 

... 

12—0—0 

12 

0 

9!fipopai*y fop Nopthepn and Southepn 

For Northern and Southern Division* 

Division and Sth 

Rs. Us. 

Coupt 

A. 

2 Head Clerk and Accountant 


80—0—0 

160 

0 

2 Clerks 

... 

40—0—0 

80 

0 

TJ l« ••• 

... 

30—0—0 

180 

0 

For 5th Court, 

1 Interpreter 

... 

100—0—0 

100 

0 

1 Clerk ••• 

... 

40— 0—0 

40 

0 

1 ,, ••• ••• 

K£enials, 


40-0—0 

40 

0 

3 Jemals ••• ••• 

... 

10—0—0 

30 

0 

1 Menial 

... 

9—^0 — 0 

9 

0 

22 Menials 

Temporary, 


8—0—0 

176 

0 

8 Menials for 'Northern and 

Southern 

8—0—0 

64 

0 

Division. 

2 Menials fqr 5th Court 

... 

8 — 0 — or 

16 

0 

Temporary. 


Total ... 

* 

3,143 

4 

2 Accountants 

.«• 

80—0—0 

160 

0 

2 Clerks ... ••• 


40—0—0 

80 

0 

8 « ••• ••• 

... 

30-0-0 

* 180 

0 
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DefdaiiaNon. 


Pay. 

average. 

^ Afetiiah. 


Rs. 

Rs. A. 

3 Menials 

... 

10—0—0 

30 

0 

1 Menial 

... 

9—0—0 

9 

0 

22 MeoiaU 

... 

8—0—0 

176 

0 

Temporary. 

9 Menials 

... 

8—0—0 

72 

0 

6th Court alKtlishe^. 

1917. 

Total 

2,977 

12 

1 Registrar 

• • • 

200—10—260 

237 

8 

1 Interpreter 

• •• 

125—5—150 

143 

12 

3 Interpreters ..i, 


100—6—125 

356 

4 

1 Interpreter 

• •• 

1 

1 

o 

o 

93 

12 

1 Accountant 


80—4—100 

95 

0 

2 Record-keeper and Cashier ... 


60—4—80 

150 

0 

1 let Clerk, Ehglish ofTioo 

... 

o 

QC 

1 

1 

o 

t.. 

77 

8 

2 Clerks 


50—2—60 

115 

0 

1 Caretaker allownnco 


20—0—0 

20 

0 

10 Clerks 

... 

o 

1 

1 

o 

475 

0 

8 „ ... .« 

• •• 

30—2—40 

300 

0 

2 „ ... ••• 

• • • 

40—0—0 

80 

0 

3 „ 


30—0—0 

90 

0 

1 Poddar 

... 

12-0—0 

12 

0 

Temporary. 

1 Head Clerk and Accountant 

... 

80— 0— D 

80 

0 

1 Clerk 

... 

40—0—0 

40 

0 

3 Clerks 

... 

30—0—0 

90 

0 

1920 

1 Registrar 


200—10—260 

287 

8 

1 1st Interpreter ... 


126—6—160 

143 

12 

1 2nd „ ... ^ 

• •• 

100—6—125 

118 12 

1 Interpreter 


100—6—126 

118 

12 

1 3rd liiterpi*!eter 


80—4—100 

95 

0 

1 Head Clerk ... ... 


80—4—100 

95 

0 

1 Caretaker allowance 

• •• 

20—0—0 

20 

0 

1 Cashier 

•••• 

80—4—100 

95 

0 

1 Head Clerk and Accountant^ 

•«* 

80—4—80 

76 

0 

1 Cashier ... ... 


60"" 4 ■■■80 

76 

0 
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De^KnHtioii. 


tuy. 

1 Record-keeper 

1920. 

••• ... 

Rs. 

60—4—80 

1 Bench' Clerk 


... ... 

60—4—80 

1 Accountant 

iSS 

... ... 

76—0—0 

4 Clerks 

SSS 

... ... 

G0“~0— 0 

11 n 

mmu 

... ... 

50—0—0 

10 „ 

s SS 

... ... 

40—0—0 

6 .1 

see 

... ... 

30—0—0 

4 Probationers 


... ... 

15—0—0 

2 Poddars , 

... 

..4 ... 

15—0—0 


Soutiicr 

11 Division since abolished. 

3 Menials 


Menial*. 

1917. 

••• 

10—0—0 

1 Menial 

... 

• • • 

9—0—0 

18 Menials 

... 


O 

o 

1 

00 

7 Menials 

... 

Temporary Meniah 

8—0—0 

7 Menials 

... 

Menials. 

1920. 

••• 

13—0 -0 

8 „ 

... 

••• ••• 

o 

1 

0 

1 

15 „ 

... 

••a ••• 

11-0-0 


Total 


Statement asked for in c (n’). 

V. 

Yoi^r. Bbtobliahment. 

1913 ... 4 Inspectora ... 

2 Sub-lnspeotora 

5 (Sergeants 

6 Head-cotistabka 

40 Cotiatablea ••• «»• 

1915 ... 5 Inspectors ... 

4 Sub-Inspectors 

5 Sergeants ••• ••• 

5 ilead-cuustabks ... 

69 Constables 


Av<»rftSii. 

Uh. a. 

75 0 
75 0 
75 0 
240 p 
550 0 
400 0 
180 0 
60 0 
30 0 


30 0 

9 0 
144 0 


56 0 


91 0 
96 0 
165 0 

3)110 12 


Oost. 

Ks. 

I 

I 

^ 39,061 


>6t,900 

j 
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Twi. 

Bstabllshmeotii ' 


Oom 




Rs. 

1917 

... 4 lugpectors ... . 

eee 



4 Suh-Iiigpectore ••• 

see 



4 SergeiTnts ... ‘ ... 


^ 46,600 


5 Head-constables ... 




53 Constables ... ... 

...j 


1920 

... 4 Inspectors ... 

...1 

1 

... 1 


4 Sub-Inspectors 


. 4 Sergeants 

... 

. 57,123 


6 Head-constables, Writer and Ordinary 



45 Constables ... ... 

...J 



Statement asked for m c (tit). 

VI. 


Year. 

Public Prose- 

cator*B salary 

with carriage 

allowance. 

Fees paid to 
Pleaders for 
assistiog Public 
Prosecutor In 
conducting 
Crown cases. 

Esiablithment 
of Pnblic 
Prosecutor. 

Charges in 
typing Sessions 
and other 
briefs by 
extra typist. | 

Total. 


Re. X. p. 

Rv. 

Rs. 

Re. A. 

Rs. A. P. 

J918 t«. >•. 

18.600 0 0 

9.965 

9.136 

546 19 

80.547 19 0 

1915 

18.800 0 0 

9,616 

3.964 

509 7 

89,009 7 0 

1917 

18,000 0 0 

17,374 

8.964 

1,047 0 

40,265 0 0 

1990 

10.999 15 11* 

4,899 

8,360 

1,173 St 

19,795 9 11 


* Sitic< the retiremeat of BCr. J. T. Hnine on l&th November 1910 the PnbUu Proeecntor Wu remnuented from 
thfit date up to 11th JKay 1990 by fees, and not by salary. 

t The chargee, for typing Beeeious briefs by extra typist has been dlsoontlnaed since the appoiotinent of a 
permanent clerk from 7th January 1991. 


Statemkhi asked for in d (t) to (iv). 

VIK 


Tear. 

* 

Total number of 
nil oases (serious 
as well as 
petty.) 

Total of all petty 
cases. 

Totnlot allserioge 
police cat, s. 

Totol of all private 
eaeea which came 
fbr trial after 
isene of 
prooeea. 

1913 

... 96,713 

88,462 

4,578 

2,033 

1914 

... 79,5t8 

70,945 

4,269 

■ 2,884 

1915 

76,446 

67,164 

3,241 

3,437 

1916 

... 73,691 

66,363 

8,567 

2,183 

1917 

84,917 

75,885 

3,864 


1918 

... 71,402 

63,796 

8,482 

2,686 

1919 

91,710 

SJ,9Q2 

4,664 


1920 

91,304 

81,613 

3^34 

2^43 , 
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Statement aaked for ine (i) and (u*) 

VIII. 


Year. 

0HIB7 

OOURT* 

1BO 

COURT. 

3nu 

Court. 

4TI1 

Court. 

5Tn iSPBOlAL 

COURT. 1 Court. 

Heqcs- 

TUAH. 

BB.S0U 

Court. 

1 

1 

Serious. 

1 

i 

e 

1 

1 

3 

1 

J 

> 

•m 

'B 

1 

1 

.1 

1 

1 

2 

a 

1 

1 

1913 ... 

9.489 

1.569 

1.440 

1.806 

1.097 

10.309 

080 

8 

1.603 

3,264 

... 

03.747 

638 

5,905 

1914 ... 

1.306 

37 

1.609 

10.194 

916 

3,060 

1.091 

1.6.56 

1.517 

15,291 

... 

16.430 

2,893 

93,572 

191!i ... 

1.586 

39 

4.S37 

3.387 

643 

800 

1,571 

374 

924 

1.010 

... 

34,159 

2,339 

22,583 

1916 ... 

1.989 

29 r 

9.306 

1.171 

P30 

31 

1,375 

3,410 

89 

112 

... 

33,232 

1.843 

84.961 

1917 ... 

3.00^ 

... 

3,595 

... 1 

;i.813| 

3,139 

689 

8.190 

408 

- 

... 

13,378 

1,336 

48.008 

1918 ... 

1,630 

7 

1,959 

53 

1 

606 

5.023 

1,317 

1.650 

181 

... 

86 

7,378 

, 1,743 

47,349 

1918- ... 

I.S57 j 

... 

3.-563 

... 

1,506 

3.766 

1.817 

1.870 

... 

... 

... 

5,749 

1 9,679 

57,347 

l9StO ... 

1.330 

... 

3,038 

389 

1,131 

157 

9^1 

193 

... 

... 

... 

. 1,89.5 

! 2,469 

1 

t 

71.007 


Expenditure on the working of the Industries and Munitions Departments. 

25. Babu IHDU BHU8HAII DUTTA: Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge iof the Departnaent of Agriculture and Industries be 
pleased to state — 

(t) the actual amount of money sjaent on the Department of Indus- 
tries, year by year, since its establishment; 

(it) the nature of the work done by this department as distinct 
from the work done by the Munitions Department ;■ and 
(t'ti) if the Work done by the two departments cannot be separately 
enumerated, what was the total expenditure cn the working 
of the two departments jointly, year by year.'' 

The Hon'ble the Nawab 8AIYID MAWAB ALf CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur:— 

Year. 

1917- lS (from 29th October 1917) 

1918- 19 

1919- 20 

1920- 21 

Total 

(ii) In matters relating to the industrial development of tlie pro- 
vince * there was no line of ^stinction bbtween the, work done by the 
Oepartmeut of Industries imd the Controller of Munitions; Bengal, 


Expenditure. 

Its. 

44,746 

87,787 

1,60,461 

2,70,415 

6,63.409 


60 
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[4th JvtT. 


The latter officer was interested in developing Indian industries, with 
si>ecial reference tp the needs created by the war, and the office of the 
Director • of Industries was combined with it and placed, under one 
officer. The nature of the Work done by the joint officer, rn matters 
.affecting the industries of the province, tor the period between Octo- 
ber 1917 to December 1919 will be found in the copy of the Administra- 
tion Report of this Department laid on the library table. 

(tit) A statement of expenditure of the Munitions Offices in Cal- 


cutta is shown below : — 

Year. 

• Ezpeuditiire. 



Ks. A. 

V. 

1916-17 

1,050 10 

3 

1917-18 

1,31,925 9 

6 

1918-19 

3,62.100 0 

5 

1919-20 

2,71.711 0 

1 

1920-21 

1,05,558 15 

5 

Total 

8,72,346 3 

8 


Teachers in primary schools for girls m certain subdivisions of 

Mymensingh. 

26« Mr. 8. M. BOSE: (a) Will the Hon’ble the Minister in ^charge 
of the Department of Education be pleased to lay on the table a state- 
ment showing separately for each subdivision the number of lower 
primarj^ and upper primary schools for girls during the years 1914 — 
1920 in the subdivisions of Mymensingh, Netrakona and Slishorganj, 
the number of pupils, the annual expenditure, and the qualification and 
sex of the teachers of these schools ? 

(b) Is the Hon’ble the Minister aware that there is a general demand 
for women teachers for these schools? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to say what steps the 
Government intend to take to encourage the employment of women 
teachers in these schools ? 

The Hon’blo Mr. P. 0. MITTER: (a) A statement is laid on the 
table. 

(6) Yes. 

(c) Qualified women teachers are employed where arrangements ior 
their accommodation can be made, provided candidates are forthcoming 
and committees are prepared to pay their share of the cost in accord- 
ance with the Grant-in-aid rules. For various reasons a rapid ihcreaso 
in the number of qualified women teachers cannot be anticipated. The 
supply being largely limited by social factors^ change cap only come 
gradually f but, wherever possible, womm ^teachers are. emjdoyed in 
ffirls* 9chb^. 
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Statement referred to in the reply to ttnstarred queetion N'o^ lld(a). 


Name of 

SUEMVAlON. 

Kiimber of Upper Primary Schools 
for Girls. 


Number of Lower Primary SoliootS 
for Girls. ' 


s 

(0 

A 

5 

*4 

w 

A 

aS 

, 

A 

s 

A 

A 

A 

A 

A 

i ^ • i 

! 1 

1 S ' 

i I 

A 

• a ! 

A 

' A 

A 

2 

A 

r 

A 

- A 





m 









fiadar 

a 

3 

3 

a. 

3 

2* 

146 

301 

839 j 

873 

' 314 I 

391 

Klshorganj ^ 

$ 

3 

8 

3 

8 

3 

335 

880 

289 

300 

279 

338 

Netrakona 

9 

3 

S 

3 

2 

3 I 

93 j 

133 

138 

U3 

163 

169 ' 


Number of Puplla in Upper Prlmarjr 
Schoob for Ulru. 


Number of Pupila Id Lower Primary 
Soheols for Girls. 


NAME or 
SUBD1TI810N. 

1914-16. 

A 

A 

A 

rS 

± 

A 

A 

A 

A 

1 

A 

'i 

A 


(D 

A 

A 

1916-17. j 

1917-18. 

A 

W 

A 

1919-20. 

Sadar 

94 

U6 

134 

151 

160 

00 

3.788 

4,316 

5,173 

5,790 

6,707 

7,762 

Kishorgniil ... ... 

84 

83 

115 

127 

100 

l02 

1 5.166 

.'^.386 

1 

6.864 

6,974 

6,313 

9,099 

Netrakona 

98 

102 

105 

107 

107 

104 

3,463 

3,763 

2,795 

j 

1 

3,588 

2,844 

3,017 


Name or 
SDBUIViaiOE. 


8adar 

KJahorffaiij ... 
Notrakona- ... 


Aanual Expenditure iu Upper ■ 
Ptimary Schools for Girls. 


Annual Bxpeiidituro in Lower Primary 
Schools for Girls. 


•ei-»i6i 

w 

A 

A 

i 

A 

1917-18. 

1918-19. 

^ 1 
A 

A 

•9I-H61 


* fci 

s 

A 

OD 

A 

1 

A 

s 

A 

1919-20. 

Rs. 

Bs.' 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Bs. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

1 

Rs. 

Rs. 

3,275 ‘ 2,335 

1 

8.557 

8.816 

3,108 

1.348 

5,472 

6,469 

7,843 

8,845 

8,190 

9,165 

895 ! 

1.048 

1.049 

1.157 

1 

1.018 

1.001 

3.640 

7.859 

8,039 

10,908 

8.474 

10,194 

772 

847 

857 

1.016 

947 

1,591 

8.6 3 

8,978 

3,306 

8,789 

8,7J9 

5.087 


Name of 

BUBOI71810E. 

Qnaliflcatloii of Teachers in Upper 
Primary Sohoob for Girls, 

Quallflcatloii of Teachera iu Lower Pilmtry 
Schools for Gli b. 


A 


OD 

A 

jn 

? i f 


QD 

ei 

s 



A 


tt 

3 

A 

A 


A ! A - 

A 1 A 

A 

A 

frl 

3 

A 

A 

A 

A 







BmI 







Sada" 

KlihotgaoJ 

Netrokooa 


... ' In the case of sobools coaduutad by male teachers the qualifloatlona vary from Lower 
1 Primary Pass to Sllddhi ExamlDaMon Pass with a very few ttaloed men. while the 
... , female teaohen are generally Lower Primary Pass Oertllloate Holdem. Them are. 
however, some trained mistresiee la the Misaloii sohooUi. 


* The deoKMie U due to.^he eonvefstoa of one Upper Primary School into Middle Temecntar etet^ 
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* Tto daeraMe It due to fcht oooTartlon of one Upper Primiry School into V’ernunlnr ttotm* 


Covenmwnt pleeder and public prcsecutor of Noakhalh 

27. Munchi MdKRAMALI: (a) Will the Hou’ble the Member in 
charge of the Jkidicihl Department be pleased to say whether it is a fact 
that the pdst of t^c Government pleader and public prosecntor of 
Koakhali will shortly fall vacant? 

* (6) If so, are the Government considering the desirabUity of appoint* 
ing one person as GovCrpnient pleadw and smother as pnblio j^oseentorf 
(e) Are the Governi)Mnt .,aYrare thitt the nnmW df ,oii^ and. od*' 
minal cases- has incrM^ to a very Urge extent!’. - ' . . 
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(d) Is it a fact that Khan Bahadur Maulvi Bazlai Bahim and Babu 
Bankim Chandra BosCi the two former Oovernment pleaders and public 
prosecutors of Noakhalii met with sad and untimely deaths on account 
of overwork? 

(e) Are the Government considering the desirability of appointing a 
civil lawyer as Government pleader^ and, also, anoihei as public jirose- 
cutor, from among the members of the local Barf 

Tha Hon’bto Sir ABD"UR«RAHIMs (a) The post fell ^^acant on the 
7th June and Babu Jashoda Kumar Ghosh, pleader, Noakhali, was 
appointed thereto on piobation for a period of one yeai in Goveinmont 
order No 1930 J., dated the 27ih May, 1921. 

(b) No. There is no x^oposal from the local oflicers that there 
should be two separate law-officers. 

(c) No. There has been rather a decrease since 191S. 

(d) No. 

(e) No. 


Cadre of Bengal Civil Service (Exeoutive Brench). 

28. Mauivi MUHAMMAD MADA88UR HUSSAIN: (a) Will the 
Hon'ble the Member in charge of the Appointment Department be 
pleased to say whether it is a fact that it is in the contemplation 
of Government to increase shortly the cadre of the Bengal Civil Service 
(Executive Branch) f 

(b) If so, has any definite scheme been formulated to give effect 
to the jiroposal ? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state whether the 
Government have given effect to the opinion of the Divisional Com- 
missioners and Heads of Departments in the revision of the cadie to 
avoid in the^ future the employment of officers of the junior service on 
duties more properly belonging to the major service, os laid down in 
the Government resolution No. 1646 A.D.', dated the 21st June, 1920? 

^ (d) If any increase in the strength of the Bengal Civil Service is 
effected, is it in the contemplation of Government to fill up all such 
vacancies from the ranks of the subordinate service, as claimed by the 
members in paragraph 2, page 7 of their memorial? 


The Hon*ble Sir HENRY WHEELER: The question of luhe ade- 
quacy of the present cadre is now under the consideratjj^n of rG^v^m- 
ment Answers to (6), (c) and (rf) must await th^ demsion aiTive^ at^ 


ihereon. 




liwm iMtwl 
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whether the income derived from the levy of .toll fees iu the river 
Bhagirathi is getting less and less every year or not? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to lay on the table a 
comparative statement showing the annual income from the above source 
for the last ten years P 

The Hon’ble the IIAHARAJADHtRAdA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: (a) The navigation toll receipts of the river Bhagirathi 
iu charge of the Nadia Rivers Division have declined during the last iejk. 
years, as a result of development of railwa$^s^on both banks. 

(b) A statement showing the annual receipts from tolls in the Bhagi- 
lathi river for the last ten years is laid on the table. 


Statement showing the annual receipts of toll fees in the river Bhagirathi 
referred to in reply to unsiarred question 29 (b). 


Name of river. 

191MS. 

1913<18. 

1918-14. 

j 1914-18. 

1916-16. 

|]918-17. 

1917-18. 

1918-19.* 

1919-80. 

1970-71. 

Bheglrethi— 

Re. 

Be. 

Ba. 

Be. 

Be. 

Be. 

Re. 

[ Be. 

1 

j B. 

Re. 

JftDglpDr Toll Station ... 

t.M4 

4,997 

8,488 

8.785 

8,777 

8,898 

2,855 

8,881 

1,958 

1,158 

Swaroptaoj ditto ... 

9*98) 

1.803 

8,186 

l^SOI 

1.888 

1.805 

1,847 

8.818 

8.668 

1,954 

Total 

15,846 

11.100 

9,684 

4,590 

4.288 

4,001 

i 

5,508 

! i 

j 6.1,1 j 

1 4.618 

8,118 


Abolition of the offloe of the Additiomii Legal Remembrancer. 

30. Babtt SURENDRA NARAYAN 8INHA: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
the Member in charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to say why 
the same course of action, as has been followed in the ease of the Direc- 
tor of Public Information, has not . been followed in the case of the 
abolition of the post of Additional liCgal Bemembruncer and his staff P 

(b) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state whether the 
Additional Legal Remembrancer and bis staff were consulted before 
taking this step in order to ascertain whether they had anything to 
say on the matter, as also to judge whether they or any of them were 
likely to suffer in any way by the sudden abolition of ^the Department 
before the stipulated dateP 

(c) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state whether the 

Government propose to oompfQsate those who ha vo heeu put to pecuniary 
loss in consequence of the^abelition of the Department before the time 
guaranteed by themP ^ • 

The »r 

timfiii is nojt an un^r 

with the vote of the. Leg^^atiye cjeimces 
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immediately on ilie conclusion of tKe period covered by the terms of his 
agreement with Oovemment. , 

Retention of the Additional Legal Remembrancer and his staff was 
permitted by the Oovemment of India, subject to the sanction of the 
Secretary of State for India which did not arrive before the x> 09 ts M^ere 
abolished in accordance with the vote of the Legislative Council. The 
two cases were therefore different and could not be treated alike. 

(6) The Legislative Council refused to vote for the demand for the 
grant provided in the current year's budget for the Additional Legal 
Remembrancer and his staff. For this decision the member who has 
asked this question together with those who voted with him against the 
demand, are responsible; and it was for them to consider the possible 
effects of their action before recording their votes. It is not correct to 
say, as is assumed in the question, that there was any stipulation that 
the Dei>artment should continue for any particular period. 

(c) The necessary notice of one month was given to the Addi- 

tional Legal Remembrancer and his etaff. It is not correct, as is 
assumed in the question, that the Department was guaranteed to be 
continued for any specific period. 


Sub-Jail darks. 

31. Babu 8URENDRA NARAYAN 8INHA: (a) Will the Hon'ble 
the Member in charge of the Department of Revenue (Jails) be pleased 
to state what steps, if any„.Oovernment are taking on the several memo- 
rials submitted to them by the" sub-jail clerks ? 

(b) Is it a &ct that the sub- jail clerks have been working on the 
same pay since 1909, and that no increment whatever has been granted 
to them? 

Tha Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIMt (a) The report of the committee 
appointed to advice Government on the revision of the pay of ministerial 
officers is now under consideration.^ 

No separate action is being taken on the memorials. 

(6) No. They have been in receipt of ad-wterim allowances. 


Wagoa Of taa garden odolias. 

32. Babu 8URKNDRA HARAYAN, flNHA: Will « the Hon’ble 
tke Member in charge of Hhe Department of Gommerce^be pleased to 
state whether the Government ate taking "any stei)8 to fix the daily 
wages of the codiies working m t^e tea jg^rdens of Bengal. ' 

MSMBtR «tll obargi Of OBBARTMENT of OtfMMEIICE (tlio 
' MfWHihi- iif . : KfrOf is ’ 
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Improvements in the ealariee of the staffs of Victoria and Dow Hill 

Schools, Kurseong. . 

33. Mr. H. A. STARK: Will the Hon’ble the Member in charge of 
European Education be pleased to say whether the Government are con- 
sidering the desirability of giving effect to the proposed improvements 
in the salaries of the staffs of Victoria and Dow Hill Schools, Kurseong, 
and for which special grants have been voted, at least so iar as the pre- 
sent teachers are concerned, within the current financial year? 

The Hon’blO Sir HENRY WHEELER: The answer is in the 
affirmative: it is hoped that orders will issue shortly. 

Bull! bil scheme. 

34. Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
the Member in charge of the Department of Irrigation be pleased to 
refer to my unstarred question No. 65 for the meeting of the 1st 
April, 1921, and state whether the Bulli bil scheme as prepared, will 
be published for public information after the scrutiny and revision by 
the department mentioned in reply thereto? 

(6) Has any representation reached the Government with reference 
to the said scheme, stating what kind of canal is necessary for and 
desired by the people jof the locality ? 

The Hon’bfo the MAHARAJA DHIRAJ A BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: (a) It is not the intentioi! of Government to publish the 
scheme for public information after it hills been revised by the DeparU 
ment. ^ 

(&) A representation from the Sibhati-Sangrampore Union Oom- 
mittee has been received on this subject which will be duly considered 
by the Department, 

BarasoUBaoirhat Light Railway. 

SB. Rai HARENDRANATH GHAUDHURIl (o) Have the com- 
plaints attracted the notice of the Government — > 

(t) that passengers on the Barasei-Basirhat Light Railway suffer 

much from want of acoommodatioii ; 

■ , ' • • \ 

(it) thaf trains, esjiecIMly the night t^n, 'run tery late on that 
line, canning n^ueh inconT^ience to the passengers ; and 

(Hi) that the seats and cushions in the flini dass ^compartments are 
in an extremely bad condition P . < . 

■ (b) WiS"^ Hohf hie Mihistef in chai^ of Ihe; 

IHthlio Works he jleaSed to relw to the enswer giym oh the iOt hi -Aiihll 
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last to my unstarted question No. 103 and state whether the Govern^ 
ment are considering the desirability . of drawing the attention of the 
management of the said' light- railway to these complaints and of 
requesting them to take , adequate steps to prevent the recurrence of 
such accidents in the future P 

The Hon’ble the Nawab SAlYID NAWAB ALI GHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: (a)^ (i), (H) and (in) No complaints in regard to the 
three specific points mentioned in the question have reached Govern- 
ment. 

(b) The question of the defective lighting of carriages in the even- 
ing trains running on the Baraset-Basirhat Light Railway referred to 
in unstarred question No. 103 put by the member at the meeting of the 
Legislative Council on the Ist April, 1921, has been taken up with the 
administration of the railway, and the matter is at present under inquiry 
with a view to improving ' the lighting airangements of the evening 

trains. • • % 

} 

The statistics of accidents will be brought to the notice of the 
management, and they will be requested to take early and adequate 
steps to reduce the possibility of accidents to a minimum in future. 

» 

BakargmJ Maghs. 

36. Babu NIBARAN CHANDRA DAS GUPTA: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble the Member in charge of the Department Of Revenue (Land 
Revenue) be pleased to state whether it is a fdbt that the Maghs or the 
Arakanese of the Bakarganj Sundarbans were the pioneers in the work 
of reclamation of the Bakarganj Sundarbans, since pre-British daysP 

(b) Is it a fact thai they were induced or attracted to settle and 
stay on, by being given x)ermanent rights in the lands they reclaimed 
both in Government khas viahals as well as under private talukdarsp 

(c) Is it a fact that after the passing of Bengal Act II of 1918 those 
Maghs have been declared to be aborigines,” and have thus been 
deprived of their rights of free transferabUity of their holdings and 
tenures and that restramts have been put upon such rights ? 

(d) Is it a fact that such rights were recognised and recorded in the 
course of the last settlement operations? 

(e) Are the Government aware that a great deal of feeling of unrest 
has been created among the Magh population? 

(/) Is it a fact that they ai>proached ihe. Bengal Provincial Con- 
^ference at its last sei^sioii at Bansal, with a vi^ to join the iion-o 
operation movement, in , the event, of their grievances; on this score 
being removed ? . ! , , 

the Hon’blo the MAHARAdADHIRAil A BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN : (a) In the District Gazetteer it is stateiV that tim Maghs 
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dime jfrem Arrakan at the end of the 18th century, reclaimed the 
llabnabad islands and then spread over the Sundarbans ; also that they 
are excellent recllEimers of forest, but are soihewhat indifferent as per-* 
manent raiyats, partly because they have a rooted objection to paying 
rent. 

(6), No information to this effect is available. 

> (c) Yea, within the police-stations of Amtoli, Qalachipa and 
Barguna. 

(d) Baiyati holdings in Qovemment estates were entered as ” trans- 
fe^ble.’’ 

(e) No. There is no unrest; the Maghs dislike the restriction in^o- 
vided by Bengal Act, II of 1918, on the transfer of their holdings, 
though without it, it is reported that they would soon be expropriated, 

(/) A few Maghs were induced to attend the last Bengal Provincial 
Conference at Barisal in the exx)ectatien of seeing and hearing Mahat- 
ma Gandhi, who was alleged to be the incarnation of Buddha. It 
does not appear that they had any intention of joining the non-co-opera- 
tion movement. 


Shooting incident at Kalighat Tram Depdt. 

37. Babu JATINDRA NATH BA8U: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Police Depaitment be pleased to say whether 
the inquiiy. into the shooting and killing of a jiasset-by by a policeman 
at the Kalighat Tramway Depot has concluded? 

(6) '' If so, when do the Government propose to publish the proceed- 
ings'and the result of the inquiry^ 

(c) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state whetheV any 
action is intended to- be taken in the matter of regulating the use of 
firearms by the police f 

Tlie Hon’ble Sir HENRY WHEELER: (a) and (b) The report of 
the Additional District Magistrate and t^ resolution of Government 
thereon were published in the Calcutta Gazette of the 22Dd June. 

* (c) No further action is intended as instructions regulating the use 

of fir^ms by the police are already in existence. A resunte of^ these 
inSifuctions is contained in the answer given to unstaiTed question. 
No. 25 at the Council meeting of the 14th March, 19!^. ^ 

EftablMiiBiiit of 3 tocdit^ 

38. Babu dATIItlIRA NATH BA8U: Will the Hon hie the Ifinis- 

ter ill charge of the Departntent of Agriculture and IndustiHies be pleased 
te staee what progress has bem made in ilm estaUi(diii^ techliiu^l 
school at Calcutta* • 
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The Hm’M# tbe Hawab SAlYliV NAWA9 ALI CNAUOHtlltli 
Khan Bahadurs The eite for the school in Corporation Street is now being 
acquired and it is exacted; that building operations will shortly com* 
mence. The Governing Body for the school has recently been appointed 
by Government. 

Alleged iH-treatmont of a poor female phthisis patient at tlw Medical 

Gotlege Hospital. 

89. Rai RAOHA CHARAN PAL Bahadur: (a) Has the Hon’ble the 
Minister in cdiarge of the Department of Local Self-Government inquired , 
into the grievance of Dr. Samanta, m.b., complaining about the discharge 
of, and treatment towards, a helpless and poor female patient, who was 
suffering from phthisis and subsequently contracted cbicken-pox at tbe 
Medical College Hospital? 

(&) Does the Hon’ble tbe Minister contemplate taking any steps to 
remedy such an undesirable state of things obtaining in the Calcutta 
Medical College? 

(c) Have the Government taken any notice of the conduct of the 
nurse and the Hospital Superintendent in connection with this matter? 

Tho Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEAl (a), (b) and (c) 

The member is referred to the answer given to his starred question Uo. II. 

Report in Gonnootidh with tho flripg at KalighoC. ^ 

40. Rai RADHA CHARAN PAL Bahaduri (o) Will the Hon’ble 
the Member in charge «of the I^olice Department be pleased to state 
whether they have received any repm:t^rom the Special Inquiry Officer 
in connection with the firing at Ealighat during the recent tramway 
strike? 

(&) If so, will the Member in charge be pleased to place the same 
on the table? 

(c) What steps have Government taken or what steps, 'do they pro- 
pose to take in regard to this m^ti^r? * 

(d) Is it the intention of Government to publish the report? 

(e) Have the Government come to^ any decision as to whethet the 
shooting was justified? 

(/) If not, hoW have they dealt with the officers conberned 

TheHoti’bleSir HENRYWHeELCR: Attention s invited to the 
^reply to starred question Ko. VI. ^ ^ 

ftiltifiy up of rKrtf ChMidano in Coolunte 

«1. Dr. MTINOR A MATH MOITR A t (a) Is the Hoti'ble tKe M«m- 
ber in olisrge of the D^artment of Irrigation aware tbat tbe montb of 
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the river Chandana in the iubdivu^ion of Goalundo, district Faridpur, is 
silted npP * 

(b) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state whether there 
have been any projects, before the Government during the last 25 years 
to dredge the silted portion so as to make the river navigable? 

(c) If so, what' has been the decision of Government on those pro- 
jects ? 

(d) If no projects have been submitted, are the Government' con- 
sidering the desirability of drawing up an estimate for dredging opera- 
, tions of the silted portions of the river at an early date P 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of BMRD- 

' WAN S (a) It is known that the Chandana river has silted up during the 
last century. 

(b) No projects for its silt clearance have been made out during the 
' fast 25 years. 

(c) The question does not arise. * 

(d) Government are unable to make any survey at present owing to 
'the paucity of men in the department and, in consequence, cannot state 
when the project could be examined for purposes of framing estimates, etc 

Inspector of Judicial Offices. 

42. Mauivi FAZL AL K AR I M : (a) Will the Hbn’ble the Member in 
charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to state — 

. {i) whether th6 post of Inspector of Judicial Offices shown in page 
183 of the quarterly Civil List is a permanent post or a tem- 
< < ; porary one; 

(u) if it be temporary, why is it shown as vacant in the Civil List , 

(iU) if it be permanent, how long has the vacancy in the post con- 
tinued; and 

- * ; (iis) when is it likely to be filled up P 

(b) Are the Goyemment considering the desirability of talcin g the 
claims of the members of the Bengal Ciril Service (Judicial) into con* 
‘iSdefiition at the time of filling up the appointment F 

The Hmfbi. »ir ABD-UR-RAHIM: (o) (i), (»), (Hi) and (i«> m 
j^pst yap created on grounds largely personal to Hr. Wateoii, who is oen- 
siderod to be an expert in office methods. trent on long leave, with 
effect from the 25th Harch, 1918, and the post was left vacant temporarily 
pending his return from leave, as no suitable officer was available to 
officiate in hih place. Mr. Watson vacated the po^ permanently on his 
.^pHHsi^ptent as Inspector of Office Procedure under '&e'^<ytri^meiat of 

Ifine, 1920, ahd the matter is nfidsr 
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correspondence with the Ootremment of India reg^arding the further 
retention of the post. This is the reason the post is shown ya6ant in the 
Civil List. 

(6) Does not arise at present. 


Suspension of work for Jume ” prayer. 

48a Maulvi FA211.AL KARIMs Wrill the Son’ble the Member in 
charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to state — 

(i) whether effect is being given to the resolution passed in the last 
session about suspension of work in courts and offices for 1^ 
hours for Juma prayer each Friday ; and 

Lii) if not, from when such effect is proposed to be given, and the 
reason for the delay in giving effect to it P 

ThO Hon’blo Sir ABD-UR-RAHIMS (i) Yes; a copy of the Govern- 
ment order is laid on the library table. The High Court will be addressed 
when the printed proceedings of the Legislative Council on this subject 
are available. 

^ (it) Does not arise. 

Grievances of tfie sub-iail oierks. 

44, Babu 8AII.AJA NATH ROY CHAUOHURI: (a) Is the Hon’ble 
the .Member in charge of the Department of Revenue (Jails) aware 
of’the following alleged grievance of the sub-jail clerks, viz., that they 

■ are not promoted to the post of assistant jailor, though experienced in 
jail duties and equally qualified P 

(b) Are the Government considering the desirability of revising 
their scale of pay? 

The Hon’bla Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: (a) and (6) Yes. The points 
were raised in the memorial which they submitted to Government. 
Government is considering the report of the committee appointed to 
advise on the revision of t]^e pay of ministerial officers in Bengal. 

Offer of houses for courts quarters of Munsifs at Cepalganl. 

45. " Babu BHtSHMADEV DAB: (a) Will the Hon’ble the Member 
in charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to state whether any 

^ offer of houses for courts and quarters of Munsifs has been made by the 
public of Gopalgan j ? ^ ' 

(6) Is it in the contemplation of the Government to accept the offer? 

Thb.H0ii*bl6 Star ABO<*UR«<RAHIM; (n) A memorial was received 
from Babu Keda^swar Bay and others offering certain houses for the 
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courts and residences for Munsifs at Gopalgan j and they have been asked 
to submit definite proposals through the District Judge. 

(b) The member is referred to the answer given to (b) of the ques-* 
tion asked by him at the meeting of the 1st April, 1921, regarding the 
removal of the munsifi from Bhanga. 

Mian and Jail superintendents. 

46 . Babu TANKANATH CHAUDHURI: (a) Will the Uon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Department of Revenue (Jails) be pleased tq 
state whether, as recommended by the Jail Committee of 1919-20, Oovern- 
ment are considering the desirability of appointing wholetime superin 
tendents for large district jails and for central jails (vide paragraphs 31, 
32 and 33 of the report) P 

(b) What steps, if any, have been taken by the Government to 
recruit whole-time superintendents for district jails from the ranks of 
ji^ilors P 

(e) In regard to the recommendations contained in. paragraph 52 of 
the report — 

(t) what steps are being taken by the Government to raise the pay 
and status of jailors ; 

(n) whether Government are prepared to give immediate effect to 
' the recommendations of the committee, so far as they lay down 
that in future all jailors should be gazetted officers. This 
is important as giving them social and official status 
entitling them to a seat in a collector's durbar on official 
occasions and generally placing them in the i>osition which 
their undoubted responsibilities demand " ; and 

(tit) whether the appointment of deputy jailors and the clerical 
staff is in contemplation, as reccommended in paragraphs 42 
and 44 of the report P 

Th9 Hon*bl6 Sir ABD-UR*RAIfiMs ,The recommendations of the 
Jail Committee are under the consideration of Government. 

Ramian ’’ and Muslim oonviets. 

47 . Mr. RAZAUII RAHMAN KHANt (a) WiU the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Department of Revenue (Jails) pe pleased to 
state what facilities are at present afforded fo lliislim eq&vtcts in jails 
to enable them to observe the fast during the month of Kamzanf 

(b) In case no facilities are afforded, are the Got'erament consider^ 
ing it advisable to issue instructions that during Jhe month . of Ramtm 
Muslim convicts be allowed facilities to enable tham to tahe thc3r meal# 
jn the latter part of the night, in older they may observe the fast 
during the day P ^ ' . i,. 
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(o) Are the Ooremiuent eleo considering the desirahility of issuing 
instruction to t>ut lighter tasks on Muslim convicts during the month of 
Ramzan f 

Th« Hon’bl* Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: (a) MubammadaiL prisoners 
wishing to observe the fast during the month of Ramzan are generally 
allowed to do so and are given two rations at night. 

(h) This question does not arise. 

(c^) The Indian Jail Committee have in their report observed that 
they could not recommend acy relaxation of labour to the prisoners 
during Ramzan^ as such a concession in jail would be to put them in a 
better position than the honest poor outside. Government, however, 
considering the question. 

Selaetion of suecemr to present Superintendent of Sericulture and 
certain works of the Department of Sericulture. 

48. Rai Sahib NILMAHI CHATAK: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries be 
pleased to state whether any selection has been made of the successor to 
the present Superintendent of Sericulture, Bengal, who is about to retire 
in view of the suggestions made in the meeting of the Bengal Silk Com- 
mittee held on the 19th September, 1919 P 

(b) If so, will the Hon’ble the Minister state the name of the per- 
son selected, as also his qualifications P 

(c) Has the Directoi of A^nriculture, Bengal, made any suggestions 
as regards the selection, and will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to 
lay on the table his recommendations? 

(d) Y/hat are the results obtained from the sericulture researches 
made by the department P What is the income derived from these, and 
what has been the expenditure incurred? 

(e) Is any one of the serioultural staff given a practical training in 
the management of the silk-woiur seed-rearing nurseries in the province P 

The Hon’blethe NawcpSAIYID NAWAB AM CHAUDHURi, Khan 
Bahadur: (a) Tffe suggestions made in the n^eeting of thje Bengal Silk 
Committee held on the 19^ September, 1919, relate to the appointment 
of a Deplity pirector of Sericulture, and it is presumed that the question 
refers to this post. Bai Sahib Apurba Kumar Ohose, Superintendent 
of Sericulttire'cfil<!dated as Deputy Director of Sericulture from the 1st 
April, 1921, till his retirement on the 3rd June, 1921. The question of 
appointing a permanent incumbent to the post has been referred through 
the Government of l^ia to the Secreta:i^ of State. In the meantime 
ifr. Fxabhat-Chfind^ 0hau4huri has been appointed to act*as Deputy 
Director. „ 
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(6) and (c) As tlie matter has been referred to the Secretary of State, 
this Government are not at present in a position to give any further infor- 
mation on the subject. 

(d) For the result so far achieved, the number is referred to the 
report of the Agriculture Department for 1919-20. The amount spent iip 
to March, 1921, on sericultural researches, was Bs. 2,32,549 and the 
receipts amounted to Bs. 6,549. The total expenditure and receipts of 
the Sericultural Department amounted to Bs. 12,10,176 and Bs. 3,59,447, 
respectively. 

(c) All the officers of the Sericultural Department, except the Super- 
intendent in charge of sericultural research, receive practical training 
in the management of the seed-rearing nurseries. 

Rai Sahib NILMANI CHATAK: Will the Hon’ble the Minister in 
charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries kindly state 
whether^ he has received any information from the* Collect or of Murshi- 
dabad, since these questions were put, about the Research made in the 
Berhampur Central Nursery ? ^ 

The Hon’ble the NawabSAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, Khan 
Bahadur: No. 


Witer-hyacinth committee. , 

48. Babu BHI8HMADEV DAB: Hon’ble the Minister in 

charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries be pleased to 
state when the water-hyacinth committee vill be formed? . 

The Hon’ble the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: The member is referred to resolution No. 2221 Agri., 
dated the 20th June, 1921, published in Part I, page 1026, of the Calcutta 
Gazette of the 22nd idem. 

Privilege leave to members of the Bengal Civil (Judicial) Service. 

SO. Rai HARENORANATH CHAUDHURi; (a) Will the Hon’ble 
the Member in charge of the Judicial Department bepjeasiiSd to state when 
they intend to make provision for privilege leave on full pay for members 
of the Judicial Branch ol the Bengal Civil Service P 
(5) For what period will such leave be allowed P 
(c) Will the Government be pleased to state whether they .;are con- 
sidering the desirability of granting extension to thpse gazetted officers 
who are both physically and mentally fit to do their duties P 

The Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIMl (a) and (5) The matter is still 
under the consideratioii of the Government of India* * 

(u) The present rule governing the matter is; •‘Officers other than 
ministerial, who have attained the age of 65, should ordlnaiily be 
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required to retire and sliould not be retained in service* except vbere 
unquestionable public grounds exist and there is no dotibt as to the 
physical fitness oi the officer,” and the Government do not propose to 
reopcih the question. 

Steiis to enllghton euHiyatora bn tho results of the experimental farms. 

51. Babu JOGENDRA NATH ROY : Will the Hon'ble the Minister 
in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries be pleased to 
state what steps have been taken by the Government to enlighten the. 
cultivators on the results obtained in the Government experimental 
farms f 

Tho Hon'ble the Nawab SAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: The member is referred to the replies given to unstarred 
qxiestions 54 (b) and (c) and 34 (c) asked by Babu Sarat Chandra Chakra* 
Yarty and Babu Fanindralal De in the Council meetings of 4th August, 
'1920, and 14th March, 1921, respectively. 

Board of Agrioulturo or a Board of the Agricultural Department in 

Ben^l.' ^ 

52. Babu INDU, BffWHAN btlTTA: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries be 
pleased to state whether Chere is a Board df Agriculture or a Board of 
the Agricultural Departm^t in.Bengal P 

(b) If the answer to clause (a) be in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state what are the functions of the Board and 
who are its members P 

Tho Hon'blo the Nawab SAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: (a) There is a Board of the Agricultural Department in 
Bengal. 

(5) The functions of the Board are to advise Government on matters 
referred to th^m for opinion or on any other matters which the President 
' may consider suitable for discussion. The following are its members 

(1) Director of Agriculture, Bengal, ex-^fido President. 

(2) The Deputy Directors of Agriculture, Bengal. 

(3) The Agricultural Experts in Bengal. 

{4) Yetennary Adviser to the Government of Bengal. 

Resignation tendered by sub-deputy oollectors. • 

5S. Maulvi MUHAMMAD MADASSUR HUSSAIN: (a) wm the 

Hon’ble the MeipW in charge of the Appointment Department be 
. pleased to.stajte ho# many sub-deputy collectors have resigned service 
during &e past three years P 
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{b) Wlwt are iiheir namesj the period of their aervice, and the grades 
they occupied before resignation? 

(c) Is it a &ict that vesry recently* a Muhammadan sub>deputy 
collector posted at Qhatal, in the district of Midnapore, has tendered his 
resignation ? 

(d) Will the Hon’Ue the Member he' pleased to lay on the. table 
the letter of resignation, if any, which the officer might have tendered? 

(e) Has the resignation been accepted ? * 

The Hon'ble Sir HENRY WHEELERs (a) Four. 

(b) (i) Manindra Lai Banarji^7 years; sub. pro tern. 4th grade. 
(it) Sudhir Kumar Oupta — 4 months; probationer. (ii£) Satish 

Chandra Gupta — 10 years 2 months: 3rd gprade. (tv) Khalilur Bahaman 
Khan — 5 years 2 months ; 4th grade. 

(c) Yes. 

(d) Government are nqt prepared to lay on the table the letter in‘ 
question. This officer complained of the conditions of service and did' 
not wish to continue in Government employ. 

(e) Yes. 


Lioomas for Erearms. 

54. Babu NALINI NATH ROYt Will the Hon'ble the Member in 
charge of the Police Department kindly state the number of applica- 
tions for firearms made by the people of Bengal and the number of such 
licenses issued by the Government, district by district, and year by. 
year, for the last ten years? 

The HonHla Sir HENRY WHEELER: The figures are being 
obtained and will be laid on the table at a subsequent meeting. 

Chamfour outraga and allaged hr^laritiaa «r eertain oRleiale. 

55. Babu AMULYA RHONE ADDYl Has the attention of the 
Hon’ble the Member in charge of the Political -Department been drawn 
to the report of Babu Akhil Chandra Datta <» the.Chafidpur outrage 
and, if so, will he kindly state— 

(r) what steps have been taken to ascmdain and remove the alleged 
grievances of the coolies of tiie tea gmdans of Assam, and 

(it) what steps have been, or' are being, takmi on the allegsd. irre- 
gularities of Mr. Warest the. Distrijct Magistraie, Mr. K. C. 
De, the Commissioner,; Chittagol^r XHvinon, and Mr. Mao- 
Pherson, the alleged rew^OMtatlT^ .of Association?.' 

TIm HMinM* iir HENRY WNEtLRNt 

The queitioh of su^ .ah' ^vesti^tiiti^ for the CKrforn-' 

])iiim:t'bf Assam. The Govsirhinieat B^gal b W nn infolmdricm 
vcerting it. ■ - V , 
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(it) Assuming tiie question to be an inquiry wbether Government 
have censured or punished the two officers naiped in respect of the 
incidents at Chandpur on the 19th and 20th May, the answer is in the, 
negative.. Mr. MacPherson is not subject to the orders of this Govern- 
ment. 

Bcbu INOU BHU8HAM OUTTAs Has' the attention of the Govern- 
ment been drawn to the description of an interview between Babu 
Akhil Chandra Datta wnd Messrs. De and Wares as published in the 
press P 

■ Ths Hon*bl6 Sir HENRY WHEELERs The member is repeating 
the question. We have Seen the description of the interview. 

The PRESIDENT! I disallow the question. 

Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: Will the Hon’ble Member be 
pleased to state whether any attempt has been made by Government 
tt) find .out if the description of the interview is true or not P 

fil 

Tho PRESIDENTS The member is again cross-examining. I there- 
fore disallow it. 

Bgbu AMULYA DHONE ADDYs Will the Hon’ble Member be 
pleased to state whether any inquiry has been made into the irregular- 
ities referred. to in my question? 

The Hon’ble Sir HENRY WHEELER: There have been inquiries 
made into the incident at Chandpur and full details of the result of 
the inquiries were given in a recent communique published under the 
authority of this Government. 

"Case of one Shaikh Mohammad Dhunker and a head eonstabte and a 

Ghaukidar at Rajbari. 

86* Maulvi ABDUL KARIM S (a) Is the Hon’ble the Member in 
charge of the Police Department aware — 

{i) that in December, 1920, one Shaikh Muhammad Dhunker com- 
plamed to the Magistrate at Bajbari in the district of Farid- 
pur charging a head constable named 'Nibaran Chandra 
Guha and a chaukidar named Raghunath with having entered 
bis house and assaulted him; 

. (tt) tbat almost simultaneously tbo sAid bead- constable brought a 
«* counter oaM against the said Shaikb-. Muhammad Dhunker 

tinder sec^qn 84 of Act V of 1861 ; • ■ ^ 

that in the fqrmsf chaukidar was louud guilty a nd 

'■'! sentence^ ta.3 mqnAsf.,ri^wqns. imprisonment. by the qqurt, 

. while in th« .UMeF; oaaia fiin Dbrn was jin^ by an jftqno- 

my Ms^fieirata named Eqbu liliadhab Chandra Bagchi; 
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(tt;) thai thereupon the Dhunker having filed an appeal to the 
District Magistrate, was acquitted by the latter, who dis< 
believed the case for the prosecution P 

(b) Is the Hon’ble -the Member also aware — 

(i) that in connection with the above case Shaikh Muhammad 
Dhunker in bis appeal to the District Magistrate charged 
the Honorary Magistrate with having tampered with Hhe 
record and changed dates of his orders and asked for an 
inquiry about the same; and 

(it) that the Magistrate in his judgment on appeal remarked as 
follows : — **^VeTy serious allegations have been made against 
"the Honorary Magistrate in this case and have b^n sup- 
ported by an affidavit. They may or may not be trnp,"*but, 
if true, they render him unfit to hold the positiofi "of an 
Honorary Magistrate. The Subdivisional Officer should per- 
sonally make an inquiry into these allegations and submit 
a reiwrt by the 10th April/^ 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of making an 
inquiry as to what action has been taken by the Subdivisional Officer 
in pursuance of the orders of the District Magistrate P 

(d) Has any inquiry been made — 

(i) why the said^head constable, Nibaran Chandra Guha, was not 
tried and dealt with under the law, while his accomplice the 
chaukidar was punished with imprisonment; and 

(it) whether the said head constable has been departmentally or 
otherwise punished for having trumped up a false case 
as found by the trjring Magistrate? 

The Hofl^ble Sir HENRY WHEELER: Government are not aware^ 
of the facts. Information is being obtained and will be furnished at 
a subsequent meeting. 

% ^ 

Primary wluoatioii far girls* 

' 57. MaulvC ABDUL KARIM: (a) Will the Hon'ble Hiniste; 
in charge. of the Department of Edncatioti be pleased to state what is 
the monthly average allotment to a primary school for girls J&om 
public funds in 1915-20 and 1920-21 ? 

(b) Are the Government consi&ring ithe desifiability of. Allotting 
additional funds to the- district beards and Gie municipality for the 
improvement of primary education for girls in the Current yearp 

P^^*-Mit:f'#St*#'’'Tha-.ayewige direct eip^ai.', 
it^'litbm |»wlite. funds girls*"^{)rimiy' M§hodi.in 1919-20 was. 

a intonth. lie Ogu^ % 1920-21 is not yet lEnown» . ' » 
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(b) There being no provision in the budget it is not propo^d to * 
give any additional funds for the improvement of primary education 
for girls during the current year. 

Number of Bengal students in Imperial Forest School and the annual 

expenditure thereon. 

as. Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA BAHADUR; Will the 
Hon’ble the Member in charge of the Department of Bevenue (Land 
Revenue) be pleased to state the number of forestry students yearly sent 
from Bengal ,at the cost of the Government for training in the Imperial 
Forest School, Debra Dun, the jiumber of students sent last year, and 
the yearly cost under this head? 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWWNi The number of students varies and depends on the 
requirements of the Forest Department of the Province. 

' The number of Forest students sent to Dehra Dun Institute and 
Cdllegie during 1920 was seven— one for the Provincial Service course 
,and the remaining six for the Banger’s course. 

The Provincial Service student is granted a stipend of Bs. 60 per 
mensem and the Banger’s course students receive Bs. 35 each per men- 
sem, besides travelling allowances. 

Opening the silted-up Junction of Padma ahd Hooghly rivers. 

59. Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadiir; WUl the 

Hon’We the Member in charge of the Department of Irrigation be 
pleased to state whether Government intend to take immediate steps 
for opening the junction of the rivers Padma and Hooghly, which has 
silted up, forming a char of about 2 miles in length, with a view to 
make this particular portion of the two rivers navigable during all 
seasons P * 

The MorFblo the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BU ROWAN: There is no present intention of clearing the entrance 
of the Bhagirathi river deep enoiigh to afford navigation facilities 
throughout the season. The proposals of improvement are receiving 
the attention of the Government, and the recommendations of a Com- 
mittee appointed to advise on the subject, vide communique of 17th 
February, 1917, are being given effect to as funds and staff permit. 

, 1 ‘ • 

A * r, . SMtUament buildings st Jessore. 

69. Rai HARENDRANATH GH AUDHURI i (a> WiU th. Hon’Ue 
in charge of the oif fievenae hs 

pleased to- state what ifras the cost of Inrecting the settlemeht bailings 

at ' ■ ■■ ■ • ' w ' ' 


r 
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* ' (6) What do the Oovemment propose to do with them after the 
settlement operations are over? 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: (a) Bs. 1,46,761. 

(b) Unless the Settlement 0*fficer’s residence is required for an 
Additional Judge, it will be available for the Collector, who now lives 
in a private house. The materials of the press shed can be used in 
another settlement. It has not yet been decided to what use the 
vernacular office can be put, but the Jessore settlement will require all 
the buildings for two years more and the buildings may afterwards be 
used for the Khulna settlement. 

Tolly*t nala. »» ^ 

61 . BabU AMULYA DHONE ADDY I Will the Hon'ble the Member 
in charge of the Department of Irrigation be pleased to state what s|$ps 
hare been taken for the oanalizaticm or other improvement of the Tolly’s 
tuda, and for the construction of new bridges Snd the widening of exist, 
■ing bridges over the said nala? 

The Hon'ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR ef 
BURDWAN: Besides maintenance and periodical silt clearance works, 
the following steps have been taken in connection with the canalization or 
other improvement of the Tolly’s nala, and for the construction of bridges 
and widening of bridges over the said nala during the last 20 years : — 

(a) Construction of a sluice at Bamukpota. Work undertaken. 
Estimated cost Bs. 1,50,519. Nearly completed and will be 
in operation during the current rainy season. This project 
of partial canalization has in view the improvement of the 
nala by flushing arranged by suitable working of sluice. 

-(b) Project of lock and sluice on the Tolly’s nala at the ^pouth of the 
Eaorapukur khal has been sanctioned and work started dur> 
ing 1921-22. Estimated cost Bs. Ii92,619. 

(e) Prpject for Replacing the Kalighat bridge structure by a iww 
bridge with wider roadTtay to carry tram oars was sanctioned 
in 1906 and works carried out. Estimated amount Bs. dO^OOQ. 

(d) Project for replacing the old bridge witk plank- roadway at 

Zeerut, by a wider and stronger bridge structure sanctioned 
in 1904, „ and works curied out. Estimated amount 
Bs. 54,000. . 

(e) Proie<4 for rejflacijui; ,t)uMexiat&g Eidderpore bridge # new 
" - wBSilre^dth .%^dbr roadway and wider span, sanctioiked^in 

1920. Work in progress. Estimated cost Bs. ld,2fl^984i >> 
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Babu AMULYA DHONB AODY 9 May I ask wbather any steps 
have been taken for the widening of the narrow bridges over the TollyS 
nala — I mean the Tollygunge bridge and the Alipur bridge P There have 
been complaints by the residents of the locality. 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BU ROWAN : The matter has been from time to time receiving the atten- 
Uen of the Irrigation Department but at present there is no proposal to 
widen these bridges. 

Repoxcavation of the Saraswati river. 

62. Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: Will the Hon’ble the Member 
in charge of the Department of Irrigation be pleased to state whether it 
is a fact that Babu Bakhal Chandra Ohosal and other leading residents of 
Bangchfpota, Anandanagar and thirteen other villages within the juris- 
diction of the Anandanagar and Kholsini union boards of the district of 
Hooghly, have been submitting representations to the Government since 
1912 for the re-excavation of the river Saraswati ; and, if so, will the 
Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state why no steps have been taken up 
to date on the said representations P » ' 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: Bepresentations were made by Babu Bakhal Chandra 
Ghosal and others in 1912 and 1916 for supply of fresh water into the 
Saraswati river. Such supplies were sent down as soon as the Damodar 
river water could be drawn into the Kananadi by construction of the 
sand dam which is put up across the Damodar river annually in the dry 
season, and the petitioners were informed of the action taken. Lately 
a representation, dated 25th May,. 1921, from Babu Bakhal Chandra 
Ghosal and others, has been received, which will be duly considered 
when local officers’ reports on the improvement of the khal bed and 
possibility of an assured supply in the dry season, which have been 
Called for, |iave been received. 

Fees for rogistration of undergraduatos of tho Calcutta University. 

83. Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDYt (a) Will the Hon’ble the Minister 
in charge of the Department of Education be pleased to say whether it is 
a fact that the Qalcutta UniTersity intends to increase the fees for the 
registration of undergraduates F 

<&) If so, by how nwoh) and what action, if any, do the Government 
propose to take in the piatter? 

. Tlif Min’bMMr. P.Qt|IITTERi (a) Tee. 

(6) ^e Calcutta Hnti^rsily has 'i^ItUed, to this Government fw 
avthority to increase the registration fee from 1^. I^to Bs. 6. ^ The matter 
is undw the coniHderation of Ootemment. > 

»1 
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Rul 0 regardbig iwenratioii of berths in trains^ 

64. Dr. JATINDRA NATH MOITRA: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Public Works he pleased to say 
whether it is a fact Jthat there is a rule that no berth in any train in Bengal 
can be reserved without previously purchasing a ticket? 

(b) If so, is this rule strictly observed in the case of Europeans?^ 

The Hon’ble the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUOHURIp 
Khan Bahadur: (a) and (6) The local Government have no information 
and the member is referred to the Railway Board. 

Measures to check the decrease of cosirs and bullocks. 

65. Rai LALIT MOHAN 8INCH ROY Bahadur: (a) Is the Eon^ble 
the Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries 
aware that milch cows and plough bullocks are decreasing f If so, what 
remedies are the Government adopting to mitigate the evil ? 

. (6) Is the Hon’ble the Minister aware that some private associations 
have been formed to solve the cattle problem? 

(6*) Is the Government aware that a representation was made last Feb- 
ruary by the members of the All-India Cow Conferenoe Association, Cat* 
cutta, to His Excellency the Viceroy? If so, is the local Government 
aware whether the Imperial Government are ready to accept their 
suggestions ? 

The Hon’ble the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: (a) No. From Appendix IV to the Cattle Census 
Report of 1920, it will appear that since 1912 the numbers of milch cows 
and plough bullocks have increased by 1,007,601 tnd 141,878, respec- 
tively. A copy of the report' is placed on the library table. 

(h)' Government are aware that an association calling itself the All- 
India Cow Conference Association has been formed. They have no in- 
formation regarding the existence of other associations with similar 
objects. 

(c) This Government received a copy of the representation made to 
t^ Viceroy by the All-India Cow Conference Association in February 
last, but are not aware what action, if any^ is being taken by the Gov- 
ernment of India on the representation. 

Failure of crops in the ’’*btl ” areas of pargana Tilihati iii Faridpur* 

66. Babu BHI8HMAOEV DASs Will the Bon’ble ihe Member in 

charge of the Department of Irrigation be to state wliaL etepe 

Gcfvemment are taking to,, prevent the. r^qw^ted failures of erops. in 
the bil areas of pargana Talihati in Faridpur^ consequent on the early 
flooding of the low lands for the last eight or nine years? 
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The Hbn’Me the MAHARAilADHIRAilA BAHADUR Of 
BURDWANS The Government in the Irrigation Department have no 
information of the early flooding in the hil areas of the. Faridpur dis- 
trict during the last eight or nine years; hence the reply is in the, 
negative. 


Muhammadans in the ministerial staff. 

67. Mauivi SHAH ABDUR RAUF: (a) Will the Hon’ble the Mem- 
ber in charge of the Appointment Department be pleased to state 
whether the circular No. 3386 A., dated Calcutta, the 20th April, 1914, 
emphasising that one-third of the appointments in the ministerial staff 
should be given to the Muhammadans is being adhered to? 

(6) If not, are the Government considering the desirability of taking 
steps to give the Muhammadans a fair representation in the ministerial 
staff ? 

The Hen’ble Sir HENRY WHEELER: (a) and (h) Government 
attach great importance to compliance with the circular in question 
and adhere to it as a statement of the i)olicy to be followed. 


Bengal Civil Service (Judicial). 

68. Mauivi YAKUINUDDIN AHMED: Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to state — 

(i) whether the Government propose to introduce a new system 
of recruitment for the members of the Bengal Civil Service — 
Judicial Branch; 

{it) if so, when is it likely, to be brought into force; 

{Hi) what principle is going to be adopted for recruitment for the 
Judicial Service; 

(tv) whether the Government intend to take the case of the Muham- 
madan candidates into their special consideration; 

(v) by what system the candidates already enrolled will be recruited; 

(w) what would be the age-limit according to the new system; and 

(vii) what will be the fate of tjie candidates who have already been 
enrolled — 

(1) whose age does not exceed that fixed under the new 
system ; and 

, (2) whose age exceeds that fixed under the new system? 

The Heifbl. ttr ABO.U1l.1lAHIMs (t), (ii), (Hi) and (iv) No 

definite etatemeitt can be made now as the matter is still tinder con- 
sidisntion and is the subject of' oorres^ndence with tbe High Court, 
which under section 7 (I) of the Bengal, Agra and Assam Civil Courts 
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Act has the power to make nominations, and with the Oovemment 
of India. 

(t), (vi) and (vii) The matter will be considered when the new rules 
on the subject are finally made. 

Progress in Damodar flood mitigation works. 

69. Baku BUOY PR08AD SINGH ROY: Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Department of Irrigation be pleased to state 
what progress, if any, has been made in the following schemes, or when 
are they likely to be taken in hand in connection with the Damodar 
flood mitigation works, since the reply given on the 7th February last 
toBabu Fanindralal De, viz: — 

(1) the scheme for making a cut from Muchihana on the Damodar 

river to the entrance of the Begua channel; 

(2) the scheme for making a drainage cut from the low-lying 

lands north-west of Lakra to the Begua channel in place of 
the silted-up Bachurdha khal ; 

(3) the scheme for excavating the drainage cut from Narendra- 

pore to Kumirkhola onwards to Baxi khal; 

(4) the scheme for extending the Gispati cut northwards by about 

two miles to tap a larger spill area ; 

(6) the proposals for drainage cuts from Behulachuck and Tala * 
basins; and 

(6) the improvement of Arora khal south-west of KhanakulP 

The Hon’bta the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN; The progress of the schemes mentioned in the question 
is as below : — 

(i) Scheme for a cut from Huchihana to the Begua ehtronoe 
channel. — A preliminary estimate has been prepared by the 
Executive Engineer, which is being scrutinized by the Super- 
intending Engiineer, who is also collecting «id examin- 
ing what the actual flood level was in the locality in previous 
*yearB to 'enable him to gauge the effects of the proposed 
works. 

{2} Project for a cut from Lakra to the Begua channel in place of 
the sBted-up Bachurdha khal. — Surveys necessary for the 
preparation of the estimate have been completed. 

(3) Scheme for' a drainage cut from Karendrapore to Kumirkhola 
onwards to Baxi khal. — ^Necessary siurveys have been com- 
pleted and preparation of estiipal^ is in hand. • - 

(d) Scheme for extending the Oispati. cut to tap a larger' 

area. — Surveys oom|deted and prej^iration of estimate ‘Xd'ih 
hand. 
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(5) Scheme for a drainage cut from Behulachuck to Tala basins.-— 

The local officers are preparing a report on the scheme. 

(6) Improvement of the Arora khal. — An estimate has been 

prepared, but some revision is necessary. The work of revi» 
aion is in hand. 

Subordinate Educational Service. 

70. Babu RISHINDRA NATH SARKAR: Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Education be pleased to supply 
a statement giving the following information: — 

(t) the names of teachers who have been in the subordinate edu- 
cational service for 16, 17, 18, 19 and 20 years; 

(it) their present pay, with allowance, if any, in the graded system; 
and 

(in) the pay they would expect to get if the time-scale system of 
pay be given effect to P ♦ 

The Hon’bic Mr. P. C. MITTERs (i) (it) A copy of the Subordinate 
Education Service list is laid on the library table. 

(ni) No orders have yet been passed with regard to the adoption 
of a time-scale. Therefore the question does not arise. 

Kalighat shooting incident in connection with tramways strike. 

71. Babu 8URENDRA NATH MULLiOKs (a) Will the Bon’ble 
the Member in charge of the Police Department be pleased to lay on 
the table a copy of the report of the Additional District Magistrate of 
the 24-Parganas on the Kalighat shooting incident in connection with 
the tramways strike? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to lay on the table 
the observations of the District Magistrate, 24-Parganas, and of the 
Commissioner, Presidency Division, if any, on the said report P 

(c) When was the report submitted to the Government? 

(^) Has the Government been pleased to pass any orders on the 
report? 

(e) If so, will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to lay a copy of 
the same on the table ? 

(/) Have the Government recorded any opinion as to whether the 
shooting was in any way justifiable ? 

(p) How have the Government dealt with the officers concerned ii 
they have been judged to blame ? 

The Hon’Me Sir HENRY WHEELER; (a), (i), (e), (/), The 
report of the Additional District Magistrate and the Gcv«miaent reso- 
lution op the subject were published in the Calcutta^ Gaaettit of the 
22nd fnne, A copy is laid on the library table. 
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(&) and (c) The record of the inquiry and the Additional District 
Magistrate’s report were received by Government on the 27th April, 
through the District Magistrate, 24-Parganas, and the Commissioner 
of the Presidency Division 4 Government do not propose to lay on the 
table a copy of the letters of the District Magistrate and the Com- 
missioner. 


Improvement of Tolly’s nala. 

72. Babu 8URENDRA NATH MULLICK: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
the Member in charge of the Department of Irrigation be pleased to 
state whether any steps are being or are intended to be taken by the 
Government for improving the present condition of Tolly’s mala? If 
so, when P 

(b) On whom lies the responsibility of improving the same? Is it 
on the Government, or on th^Port Commissioners, or on the Calcutta 
Corporation ? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state what was the 
amount of the toll collected from boats coming into the said nald during 
the last three years? 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: (a) A masonry sluice has been constructed at the Samuk- 
pota end of the Tolly’s n-ala as an experimental measure and will be 
operated from the present rainy season. The object in view is to 
regulate the tides from and to the river Bidyadhari into the Tolly's 
nala and thereby induce a stronger tide from the river Hooghly, which 
may flush the Tolly’s nala and scour out the bed and automatically 
improve it. 

(b) The Government are responsible for the maintenance of the 
nala which is declared under section 2 of the Bengal Canals Act, Y of 
1864. 

(c) The gross toll receipts during the last three years are given 
below : — 


1918- 19 

1919- 20 

1920- 21 


Bs. 

... 86,036 
... 66,969 
.... 62,430 


Committae’. R«port on the railway oomlniothNi betaroen Oaoea 

and Arieto 

m Birfto RROJENilRA KIBHOR RAY OHAUDNURU (a) Will 
die' S6n''l)le’tlt6 Minister in charge of the Department of Pnblic Wntlu 
be leased to state whether the Government have received any rt>p^ 
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from the Committee which was appointed id consider the question of 
construction of a railway between Dacca and ArichaP 

(&) If so^ will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to say whether 
the Government are considering the desirability of publishing the 
report at an early date ? 

The Hon’ble the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: (a) No. 

(6) The question does not arise. 

Bhowal **sanyasi.*’ 

74. Mr. RAZAUR RAHMAN KHAN: (a) Is the Hon’ble the Mem- 
ber in charge of the Department of Revenue (Land Revenue) aware of 
the existence of a sanyasi at Jaydebpur who alleges himself to be the 
second Eumar of the Bhowal Raj, supposed to have died twelve years 
agoP 

(b) Is the Hon’ble the Member also aware of the conviction of a 
large body of influential men of Dacca and other places, as to the identity 
of the sanyasi with the second Kumar ; and also of the intense feeling of 
the tenants of the Bhowal Raj in favour of the claim of the sanyasi f 
(c) In case the answers to clauses (a) and (b) are in the affirmative, 
what steps are the Government taking to clear the situation, and allay 
the misgiving of the tenants of the Bhowal Raj P 

The Han’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: (a) Yss. 

(b) Newspaper reports purporting to this effect have appeared. 

(o) The matter is one of primary concern to the Board of Revenue 

which has instructed the Collector of Dacca to issue the following 
notice : — 

Notice is hereby giren to all the tjpnants of the Bhowal estate that the Board of 
Revenue has got conclusive proof that the dead liody of the second Kumar of bhowal 
was burnt to ashes 12 years ago at Darjeeling. Therefore the sadhu who ' alleges 
himself to be the second Kumar of Bhowal is an impostor. Any one paying rent or 
subscription to him will do so at his own risk. 

Dacca Board cf Secondary and Intermediate Education. 

75. Rai RADHA CHARAN PAL Bahadur; (a) Will the Hon’ble 

the Minister in dbarge of the Department of Education be pleased to state 
the composition and functions of the Dacca Board of Secondary and Inter- 
mediate Education? . ’ 

^ (b) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to explain why the 
Board was not created by Statute, but was set up by executive orders f 

(c) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state whether the 
Hoa^ of Secondary and Intermediate Education for Bengal will be 
created by Statute? 
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TIm Hon’ble Mr* Pi C« MITTER: (a) and (6) Tke member’a atten- 
tion is invited to the notifications of this Oovernment in the Education 
Department, No. 1011 Edn., dated the 7th May, 1921, and No. 1101 Edn., 
dated the 30th May, 1921. 

{c) The Government of Bengal are not prepared to make any definite 
statement about the establishment of a Board of Secondary and Inter- 
ihediate 'Education for the Presidency of Bengal as a whole, but the 
member’s attention is drawn to the opening sentence of paragraph 7 of 
this Government’s resolution No. 1011 Edn., dated the 7th May, 1921. 

Regulating the price of Jute. 

76. Rai 60GENDRA GHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur: Will the 
Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture and 
Industries be pleased to state whether the Government are considering 
desirability of taking steps to regulate the price of jute in the interests 
of cultivators P 

The Hon’ble the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: The answer is in the negative. 

Applioatien for the post of District Judge and the appointment thereof. 

77. Mauivi FAZLAL KARIM: Wiil the Hon’ble the Member in 
charge of the Appointment Department be pleased to state — 

(i) the number of applications received for the post of District judge 
advertised as vacant in January last; 

' (n) the names of the applicants and their respective qualifications; 

and 

(m) the name of the successful candidate P 

The Hon’ble Sir HENRY WHEELER: {i) 119. 

(li) As this information is of a confidential nature, Government are, 
unable to give it. 

(m) ’Mr. Ehagendra Chandra Nag. 

iffwt to th. rMonmMndations «f the Wordsworth CMnmittM. 

78. Bobu RI8HIKDRA NATH SARKAR: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
the Minister in charge of the Bepartnent of Education he pleased to 
state whether it is a fact that the report of the Wordsworth Committee 
was submitted to Government in February, 1921? 

. , (b) If so, , what progress has been made up to this time t^iurds 
giving effect to the recommendations made therein? 
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(c) Do the GoYernment propose (o take any immediate notion on 
those recommendations with such modifications as the Hou^ble the Minis- 
ter may think proper ? 

(d) If so, from what date will the scheme be given effect to P 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MITTER: (a) Tes. 

(6), (c) and (d) The report is still under the consideration of Govern- 
ment, but they hope to be able to make a definite pronouncement at an 
early date. 

Functions attaching to the post of Additional Legal Remembrancer. 

79. Babu 8URENDRA NARAYAN 8INHA: In regard to the 
abolition of the post of Additional Legal Remembrancer, will the 
Hon’ble the Member in charge of the Judicial Department be pleased 
to state — 

(i) who will perform the functions entrusted to the Department and 

the duties attached to the post ; 

(ii) how many criminal cases, in spite of the recommendation of the 

Police Department, were refused sanction by Mr. P. L. Roy 
during his tenure of office ; and 

(in) whether it is a fact that some time ago the Government of India 
expressed their intention that there should be appointed a 
competent Indian lawyer to examine into and advise on the 
big criminal prosecution cases before they are launched by 

* the police, as, a safeguard against unnecessary expenditure 
and harassment P 

The Hon’ble 8ir ABD«UR«RAHIMs (?) The same agency as used to 
be employed in this class of case before the creation of the post of the 
Additional Legal Remembrancer now abolished. 

(ii) In 31 political and 12 non-political cases the Additional Legal 
Remembrancer did not advise prosecution and in these cases prosecution 
was not undertaken. 

(tu) The Government of India expressed a desire that the best man 
available should be appointed, provided he had sufficient Indian experi- 
ence, and not that Indians alone should be appointed in the post. 


^ Ka1<*azar in Tippera. 

80. Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government be pleased 
to s#te whether the Government have any information about the 
prevalence of Jcala-^tzat or black fever in th^ district of Tippera P 
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(b) If the answer to olause (a) be in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
the Minister be pleased to state — 

(e) what portions of the district are affected ; and 

(it) what steps, if any, have been taken or are proposed to be taken 
in order to combat the disease P 

TM Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA; (a) The answer 
is in the affirmative. Dr. Sur, Assistant Director of Public Health, 
employed on kala-azar survey, made an inquiry as to the prevalence of 
the disease in the district of Tippera, and a copy of his report is laid on 
the library, table. 

(ft) (?]) A reference to Dr. Sur's report will show that the eastern 
part of the di»strict, which is contiguous to Hill Tippera, is more affected 
than the western part. Nearly 21 per cent, of the villages inspected at 
random in the sadar subdivision were found infected, 11 per cent, in 
Brahmanbaria and 3 per cent, in the Chandpur subdivision. 

(ii) A copy of Dr. Sur’s report has been forwarded to the Chairman 
of the District Board for such action as may be considered necessary by 
the Board. 

Mr. McGowan for the Deputy Directorship of Agrioultur*^, 

81. Babu BHABENDRA CHANDRA RAY: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
the Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries 
be pleased to state what arrangements have been made to fill up the post 
of Deputy Director of Agriculture for the Burdwan Division, provision 
for which has been made in the Budget ? 

(6) Is it a fact that endeavours were made to procure the services of 
Mr. McGowan, of Bihar, and he was allowed to join here in anticipation 
of sanction? 

(c) Are the Government aware that Mr. McGowan is a man of un- 
sound physique f 

The Hon’ble the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURl, 
Khan Bahadur: (a) The Government of India have been moved to obtain 
the sanction of the Secretary of State to the creation of two more posts 
of Deputy Directors of Agriculture. One of these posts is intended for 
the Burdwan Division. The question of filling up these posts will be 
considered on receipt of the Secretary of Statens sanction. 

(ft) The answer to the first part of the question is in the affirmative. 
As to the latter part Mr. McGowan came' to Bengal under a misappre-* 
hension, and was directed to proceed to Bffiar and report himself to the 
Director of Agriculture of that provinca^ 

(c) As Mr. McGowan is serving under the Government of Bihar and 
Orissa, this Government are unable to give any information oih the 
subject. 
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Improving the oondition of Toilygimgo and oortain othor 
municipalities. * 

Babu RIBHINDRA NATH 8ARKAR: Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government be 
pleased to refer to the remarks made in Government resolution No. 2006 
L.S.G.; dated the 7th April, 1921^ about the bad condition of Tollygunge 
and certain other municipalities, and state what action, if any, has been 
taken by Government to improve their condition P 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: It is presumed 
that the member refers to paragraph 19 of the resolution, in which refer- 
ence is made to the unsatisfactory character of the administration of Tolly- 
gunge and certain other municipalities. It is for the municipalities con- 
cerned to take S'teps for the improvement of their administration now that 
Government have drawn attention to the matter. 

Commission received by Jail Dep6t Manager on articles sold to 

Government. 

83. Nawabzada K. M. AFZAL, Khan Bahadur: (a) Wiir the 
lion’ble the Member in charge of the Department of Revenue (Jails) be 
pleased to state the reason for allowing the Manager of the Jail Depot 
to K onimission on the articles sold to the Government in addition to 
his pay? 

(b) Is Ihe Hon’ble the Member in charge, aware that the officers of 
the manufacturing jails have been deprived of taking commissions P 

^The Hon’ble 8ir ABD-UR-RAHIM: (a) Owing to the difficulty in 
getting Government Departments to place their orders with the Jail 
Depot for jail manufactured articles, a commission on sales to Govern- 
ment was granted as an incentive to the staff of the Depot to do their 
utmost to push the disposal of goods which might, for want of energy on 
their part, be allowed to remain in stock and deteriorate. 

(b) The officers of the manufacturing jails have never been allowed 
commission, as their duties are not similar to those of the Jail Depot staff. 

8upply of pure milk. 

84. Babu BROJENDRA KI8HOR RAY CHAUDHURI: WUl the 

Hon’ble the Minister in charge of^he Department of Local Self-Goverh- 
ment be pleased to state whether in' regard to the question of supply of 
Islean and sanitary niilk, as r^crred to in the answer given to my unstiMr<;> 
red question No. 148 of the 1st April, 1921, local bodies have been con- 
sulted as to the desirability of introducing legislation on the subject? 

The Hon’blo 8ir 8URENDRA NATH BANERdEAt The answer 

is in the affirmative. 
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Paikers relating ft cooii t strike and the Gondiiet of the Subdivisional Oflloer 
I "" at Chandpur. 

85. Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: (a) Will the 
Hou’ble the Member in charge of the Political Department be pleased to 
lay on the table copies of all communications, if any, between the tea 
planters of Assam, individually and collectively, or any other local 
Government and the Government of Bengal or the local officials* of the 
Chittagong Division about the coolie situation at Chandpur and else- 
where during May and June, 1921 F 

(6) Is it a fact that three Europeans accompanied the Subdivisional 
Officer of Chandpur when, on the day before the expulsion of the coolies 
from the Chandpur railway station, he caused the coolies to be driven 
back from jetty flat f 

(c) If so, who were they and what was their official business there P 

The Hon’ble Sir HENRY WHEELER: (a) Government are not 
prepared to lay any correspondence on the table. 

(h) Three European gentlemen accompanied Mr. Sinha to the ghat. 

(c) Mr. MacPherson, Mr. Wadsworth and Mr. Sample. They were 
not present on official business. 

Time-scale salaries for sub-deputy collectors. 

86. Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur; (a) WiU the 

Hon’ble the Member in charge of the Appointment Department be pleased 
to state when effective steps may be expected to be taken to introduce a 
time-scale of salaries for the sub-deputy collectors ? 

(b) Is the Hon’ble the Member aware that delay in the matter is 
causing discontent among the officers concerned? 

The Hon’bie Sir HENRY WHEELER: (a) The member is referred 
to the answer given to starred question No. XXIII by Nawabsada K. M. 
Afzal, Khan Bahadur. 

(6) Government are aware that an early announcement is hoped for. 

Memorials by District Board employees anid their pay. 

•7. Maulvi RAFI UDOIN AHM^r to) Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Departeuent of Local Se^^Gprernment he pleased 
to '^tat. frhether memorials addressed to His '^cellency the Oovemor, 
aahmitted by 'mme of the employees of the Jessore .District BoArd, hav. 
been received P 

. (b) '- .If 81 ^ vdiat -notion has been taken mi is :being taken the 

Qovemment on the same P 
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(c) What action has been taken by the individual District Boards 
in giving effect to the decision of the last conference of the District Board 
representatives on the subject of the increase of pay of their employees P 

(d[) If no action has yet been taken^ are the Government consider- 
ing the desirability of asking the District Boards to expedite the matter}* 

The Hon’bie Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANEBdEA: (a) The answer 
is in the affirmative. 

(by The memorials are now under the consideration of Government, 
(c) It is presumed that the member refers to the resolution, *^That 
the District Boards do revise the scale of pay of their respective staff.’’ 
Government have no information as to the action taken by District Boards 
to give effect to this resolution, except that the District Board of Jessore 
have proposed to increase the pay of their employes. 

(d) ^ An inquiry will be made from the District Boards as to the action 
taken by them. 


Junior Deputies in eharge ef subdivisions. 

88. Mauivi RAFI UDDIN AHMED: Is the Hon’ble the Member 
in charge of the Appointment Department aware that the posting of the 
Junior Deputy Magistrates in charge of subdivisions and judicial works, 
in preference to the experienced senior officers, has caused great dis- 
content amongst the members of the Provincial Executive Service P 

The Hon’ble Sir HENRY WHEELER; The general position was 
explained at some length in an answer given on the 7th August, 1917, 
with particular reference to Sadar Subdivisional Officers ; a copy of this 
reply is placed on the library table. It is difficult to make a general 
statement as to the weight to be attached to seniority in the relation to 
other considerations; it is, of course, a factor which counts, but other 
considerations may be relevant also. 

Differentiation in the proflxos of oflioers’ names in certain services. 

89. Mauivi RAFI UDDIN AHMED; (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Appointment Department be pleased to state 
why the prefixes of H»fficerr of the !^vincial Service, when promoted to 
a listed appointment, are changed from ‘‘ Babu ” or Mauivi ” to 
^•Mr.” and vice versd when theV revert to the Provincial Service? 

( 6 ) Is thsre di&rencs ilttaclied to the prefix V Mr.” as against 
that of ” Babti ” or"^ ifiwivi ” P 

(c) If 90, what w this difference P 

(d) Is the Hon’ble the Member aware that the same officer has Jbeen 
shown as “ Mr.” in one pert and Babti ” in another jlhrt of tj^ie same 
Civil ListP 
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(e) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state why the names 
of the members of the Indian Civil Service are mentioned without any 
prefixes in the gradation list, while those of the listed post holders and 
the members of the Provincial Service appear with the prefix of ‘‘Mr.” 
or “ Babu ” in the Civil' List? Is there any reason for this differentia-^ 
tionP 

(/) Are the Government considering the desirability of removing 
all such anomalies in the future? 

The Hon’bie Sir HENRY WHEELER: (a), (b) and (c) The usage 
referred to is of long standing and had its origin in a request from some 
of the officers concerned. Apart from the usage as to listed posts, the 
application of the prefix “ Mr ” in preference to “Babu” or “Maulvi” is 
determined by the place of education, style of living, and personal wishes 
of the individual concerned. 

(d) Yes ; the instance is of an officer holding a listed post and is in 
accordance with the usage referred to above. 

(e) This is a matter of established practice to which no particular 
significance attaches. 

(/) The present practice has now been followed for some time ; in the 
absence of more definite evidence that the members of the different 
services concerned wish the matter to be re-examined, no change is con- 
templated. 

Resolution regarding the financial position of Bengal. 

90. Babu 8URENDRA NATH MULLICK: Will the Hon’bie the 
Member in charge of the Department of Finance be pleased to state 
whether the resolution, of this Council passed on the 9th February last 
regarding the financml position of Bengal has been brought by the 
Government to the notice of the Government of India ; and, if so, with 
what results? 

The Hon’blo Mr. Kerr: The resolution was submitted to the Govern- 
ment of India on the 11th February, ^nd the whole question is now under 
their consideration. 

Fakirhat a$ a aeimratt local board electorate. 

91. Babi^SAILAJA NATH ROY GHAUDHURI: Will the Hon’We 
the Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government be 
pleased to ^y whether the Government are ^onsidoting the desirability 
of ccmverting i^ahirhtit police-station (Khulna) into a separate elecktote 
for the purpose of the election of members to the lodal board? 

\ The Hpii’feto Sir StIRENORA NATH BANBRdBA: The answer ia in 

the negative. 
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Wordiiimlli OMmittet tmi mii-ripiwtiitatiM of oohool tooDhors 

thoroon. 

Bobo RISHINDRA NATH SARKARs Will the Hpn’bie the 
Hinieter in charge of the Department of Education be pleased to state — 

(i) whether it is a fact that there was no representative of school 
teachers on the Wordsworth Committee; 

(u) whether he is aware that the Government high and normal school 
teachers, who met in Calcutta in a conference in December, 
1920, under the presidency of Mr. R. N. Gilchrist, recorded a 
sense of disappointment at the constitution of the committee 
and expressed apprehension that the cause of teacheis was 
likely to suffer ? 

(Hi) whether it is true that the Wordsworth Committee have not 
raised the maximum pay of assistant masters and assistant 
head masters of Government high schools ; 

(iv) whethei it is true that they have recommended in the case of 
assistant masters a limit at Rs. 150, beyond which none but 
a selected few can go ; 

(o) whether there is to be any adequate increment in the pay of 
assistant head masters who ar^ already drawing Rs. 250 plus 
a duty allowance of Rs. 20 if the recommendations of the 
Wordsworih Committee be given effect to; 
i vi) whether it is fact that under the grade system an officer in the 
subordinate educational service drawing a salaiy of Rs. 150 
could get an increment of Rs. 50 in three or four years, some* 
times even in two years, while under the proposed time-scale 
system it would take five years to get an increment of Rs. 60? 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MITTER: (t), (/,), (m), (iv) and (v) The 
member is referred to the reply given to starred question STo. XtV. 

(vi) As the new arrangement has not yet been pronuilgated, campari-* 
sons between what ^ an officer may draw under a scheme which has not 
yet issued with his prospects under existing conditions are witlmut value. 


EatimatBd Mst of Bankura settlemant operation. 

BB. Babu RItHINDRA NATH 8ARKAR: (a) Will the Hcm'ble 
the lCembf9r in cho^rge f f the Department of Revenue (Land Revenue) be 
pleased to state what is t}ie amount estimated as the cost of the Bankura 
settleinent operation? - ^ « 

^ ^(b) What ie the approximate amount estimated to be recovered from 
tenants in the district ? 

^ MAHARAMOHIRAdA VAHADUfl of 

(o) The original estimate for the survey and WHement 
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of the district of Baiikura, framed in 1914, amounted to Bs. 19,2&9913. In 
1918, when it was decided to include the whole of the Asansol subdivision 
of Burdwan in the operations, the estimate was increased to Bs. 26,029218. 

It is not expected that the net amount to be spent on the operations in 
the Bankura district, taken by itself, will exceed the 1914 estimate. 

(b) The amount estimated to be recovered from landlords and tenants 
mihe Bankura district, was Bs. 14,55,649. Provided the receipts from 
stamps and sale of maps and khatians do not fall below the estimate, it is 
hoped that it will be possible to keep the recoveries well within the 
estimated figure. 

Number of oharitabie dispensaries in Rangpur. 

94. Mauivi SHAH ABDUR RAUF: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government be 
pleased to state the actual number of existing charitable dispensaries in 
the district of Bangpur ? 

(b) What proportion does it bear to the area and population of the 
district P 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) 45. 

(6) One for every 77 square miles and ior every 55,669 persons. 

Improvement in the pay and prospects of the Subordinate 
Educational Service. 

99. Mauivi SHAH ABDUR RAUF: Will the Hon’ble the Minister 
in charge of the Department of Education be pleased to state when the 
recommendations of the Committee appointed to inquire into the griev- 
ances of the Subordinate Educational Service, Bengal, will be submitted, 
^nd when the Government is likely to give effect to the recommendations? 

Tho Hon’blo Mr. P. C. MITTER: The member is referred to the reply 
given to starred question No. XIY. 

Tea garden ooolies at Ohandpur. 

M. 'lt.i RAbHA OHARAN PAL Bahadur: (a) WiU.theHofi’ble 
ike Member charge of the Political Deparimeat be pleased to state 
vbeitlier K. G. De, Divisional Commissioner, appl^d to tbe Qoveni* 
tnkeni tpr *Bs. 6,000 in connection with the repatriation of coolies at 
Ohandpur P 

<6) Is it a fact that this sum was refnsed by the DovertuUmit f ^ 

(«) U the Hou'tde tbe Member be pteaaed to irby^tliM 

wasj^P ► i 
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{d) WiU the Hon’ble th^ Member be pleased to state tbe names of the 
officers who were present when the coolies were allej^ed to be assaulted by 
the GurkhhsP 

(e) Zb there any truth in the Statement that the alleged assault upon 
the coolies was committed for the purpose of * 'creating an impression” on 
the people P 

(/) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state how many coolies 
were repatriated by the local officials at ChandpurP 
{g) whose orders was repatriation stopped P 

(h) Was it done with the consent or on the advice oi the local officials? 

TIM Hon’ble Sir HENRY WHEELERs (a) A lequest ^as made by 
Mr Andrews for a donation from Government of Bs. 6,000 towards his 
scheme for repatriating the co<ilies. This proposal had the suppoit of 
Mr. De 
(6) Yes. 

(c) and (d) The member is referred to the communtqui of the 7th 
June. 

(e) No 

^ (/)i Ai^d (h) The member is referred to the commumqu6 of the 7th 

June. 


Steps taken by dessore^dietriot board for a road tn poHoe-etation 

Ghaugaoha. 

97. BabU NALINI NATH ROY: Will the Hon’ble the Ministei in 
charge of the Department of Local Self-Government be pleased to state 
what steps, if any, are being taken by the Jessore district board on the 
prayers of the villagers of Brahmankandi and adjoining villages for a loud 
in thana Chaugacha in the district of JessoieP 

The Hon’ble Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA: The Chairman 
of the district board reports that the petition of the villagers has been 
sent to Babu Debendra Prosad Ghosh, a member of the district board, 
for report. 


Stoppege of Sltered water supply In GaleutU. 

os. RM MAHBNDRA CHANDRA MITRA Behediir: Will the 
Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of I/ocal Self-Govern- 
mMt be pleased to lay on the table all communications relating to the 
siApension of the filtered water-supply after 7 A;.m. in the town of Calcutta 
on Sunday^ the 6th June? 

‘ Tlio HoRlMe BirtURBNDRA NATH BANERdBAi Government have 
recebred no commtmieatioiiSi but have asked for infomatioii on the 
subject. 


ol 
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98. Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Dahadur: .Will the 
Hoii^ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Education be pleased 
to state what progress has been made in regard to the scheme f6r voca- 
tional education, and when practical effect is given to the sameP 

Tha Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MITTER : Notes on various aspect of the prob- 
lem of vocatioii&l education have been drawn up and these have be'en 
placed before the Standing Committee for Education. When the Stand- 
ing C/ommittee's views have beep considered, Government will attempt to 
put some practical proposals before the public. Meanwhile, at the in- 
stance of the Dacca Board of Intermediate and Secondary Education, 
Government is attempting to initiate in the new Dacca Intermediate 
Colleges some experiments in the matter of vocational courses. 


Beggary and vagrancy In Calcutta. 

100. Babu JATINDRA NATH BASUs Will the Hon’blc the Minis- 
ter in charge of tlie Department of Local Self-Government be pleased to 
state whether tlie Government contemplate taking any legislative or ad-* 
ministiaiive measures regauhiig vagranc‘V and public begging in Cal- 
cutta ? If so, hen ? 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: The report of the 
Committro upiwinted by Governmeut last year to inquire into the ques- 
tion is under consideration and it has not yet been decided what action to 
take on it. 


Opium goOown attaehed to the Bankshall BUrMt. 

101. R.I Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahmllir: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Memb» in chaige of the Department of Finance be pleased tp state 
whether the “ opium goddwn which is attached to the Bankshall Street 
Police Court building is still used for the storing of opium? 

(&) If so, whether the whole of the building is so used, or a portion 
thereof? 

(s) Is it a fact that Messrs. Cox A Co. pay a rent of Ba. 560 to Govern- 
ment for occupying a portion of the “ opium godown ” in Strand Bond? 

^ Th. Hon*Wi Mr. KERRt <a) The new Opium Bange at No. 14, Stiand 
Boad, Gklcutta, which is situated on the west of the Bankshall Street 
Police Court building, is at jnesent used for storing opium. 

(5) The building is at present used solely for the storage of opium, 
office aocommodatiun and peons* quaxtmk. Thoe Is sbmh rufttui .peOe 
available, and a proposal to use this as afotiaBigodo'im i«'.und|j> ooniidsr* 
ktion. ^> 
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(e) The bailding orcupied by Messrs, Cox's Shippinip Agency is 1o th< 
south of the Opium Ilsnge aud has been leased by the firm from the Com 
mittee of the Sailors* Home. 

iiidiaffi Polioa olHeers— their eharge fn certain districts and appeintment. 

102. Mr. K. 0. M. FAROQUI: (a) Will the Hon’ble tho Membei in 
charge of the Appointment Department he plecUtod to state whether any 
Indian police officer was ever placed in permanent eharge of any of the 
following distru is : — 

(1) 24-'Parganaa; 

(2) Howrah; 

(3) Tippera; 

(4) Chittagong; 

(J) Midiiapore; 

(6) Dacca; 

(7) Mymensingh; 

(5) Darjeeling; 

(9) Bakarganj; and 
(iO) BajshahiP 

« 

(b) If not, why not? 

(o) Is it a fact that there are two assistants to the Inspeetor-Geneiul 
of Police and that no Indian has ever been appointed to these posts? 

(d) Do the Government contemplate appointing Indian officers to 
these posts? 

(s) If not, why not? 

{f) Do the Government contemplate appointing an Indian officer in 
place of the late Khan Bahadur Khoorshed, Assistant to the Deputy 
Inspeator-Genera] of Police, Criminal Investigation Department? 

(g) Are the Government considering the desirability of selecting three 
out of the seven posts of Deputy Inspector-General of Police, and three 
out of the seven posts of Deputy Commissioner of the Calcutta Police 
from among the Indian officers of the Police Department? 

(A) If not, why not? 

(f) Is it a fact that no Indian officer has yet been appointed to hold the 
of Superintendent of Railway and River Police ? 

O') If the anewer to clause (i) be in the affirmative, are tbe Qoveri)- 
m%ut considering the desirability of appointing some Indian officers to 
these posts? 

(t) 1ft not^ why not? 

TM tlr MIMRY WHtCLER: (a) An Indian Su^rinten- 

dent ef PoUee held charge of the district of Mymensingh for years in 
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1902 — 01. No other Indinn police officer has held charge in any cf the 
districts mentioned. 

(b) Fp to the present, in most cases the juniority in the service of 
Indian members of the Imperial police has weighed against their being 
put into hea^ chttrges demanding ripe experience of district work. 

(e) Yes. 

(d) Not at present. 

(e) These appointments are made after due consideration of seniority 
and merit and those 'who have been selected are those who have been 
thought to have the best qualifications. 

(f) An Indian officer is filling this post temporarily at present. The 
question of the permanent incumbent is under consideration. 

(p) and (A) The answer is in the negative for the reason is given reply 
to (e) above. 

0)» (i) No; there has been one such appointment in the Rail- 

way, and one (temporarily) in the River Volice. Subject to the 'tate oi 
the cadre those officers are chosen who are considered to have the best 
qualifications and most aptitude for this class of work. 

Aga>limlt for Imlian and Bongal Civil Sorvloo (Exeoutivo). 

103. Mr. K. G. M, FAROQUIS (a) Is the Hon’ble the Member in 
charge of the Appointment Department aware that in regard to the age- 
limit for candidates for the open competitiye examination for the Indian 
Civil Service held in London, the date for determining the maximum age- 
limit is fixed on the 1st August, i.e., on the first of the month in which 
the examination is heldP 

(ft) Is it a fact that the date for determining the maximum age-limit 
for the Bengal Civil Service (Executive) is fixed on the 31st Dumber 
of the year in which the appointment is madeP 

(o) Is it a fact that appointments to the Executive Branch of the 
Bengal Civil Service are generally made in November each yearP 

(<f) Aie the Ctovemment considering the desirability of fixing the 
date for determining the maximum age-limit at an earlier part of the 
year, preferable on the 1st of the month in which aiq>lications are received 
from the candidates, as 'in the case for the l.C.S. Examination. 

(e) If the answer to clause (d) be in the affirmative is it the intsntioii 
fif CHWeUament to intvoSuce this rule from the curMnt yearP 

Thf Sir HENRY WHEELER: (a) Tes. 

(ft) Tes. 

(s) Tes. 

(d) ehd (c) quesHoii oi the ege-Hraxt irfjsatndidateii'ler Hie 
‘'CivQ Servioe is now Wader the cooaidenition of Oovinnimrat. 
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Matiiyam ” In MiinhlilalMul. 

IMt Mwivl EKRAMUL HUQl (a) Is the Hon^ble the Minister in 
charge of the Department of Agrioultnre and Industries aware of the fact 
that Tnafidjans are much in evidence in most of the villagea of the district 
of MurshldahadP 

(b) Is the Hon ’hie the Minister also aware of the fact that one of the 
causes of the doeiease in the population of the distrud is the ever-increas- 
ing indebtedness of the tenantry? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state the luimber of 
villages in the district of Murshidabad and the number of co-op'^rative 
societies so far formed there? 

Thd Hon’ble the Nawab 8AIYI0 NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURIi 
Khan Bahadur: (a) The Government have no reason to doubt that 
mahajans are much in evidence in the villages of the distiiot of Mur- 

shidabad. 

* 

(b) Tlie Government have no information to this effect. 

(e) There are 248 societies in Murshidabad disirict. The immhei of 
villaf^es in the district is 1,878. 

Maulvl EKRAMUL HUQ: Will the ITon’blc the Minister he pleased 
to state wheth< i Government intends to take steps to increase the number 
of societies in the district of Murshidabad f 

The Hen4)le the Navrab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: Government is willing to increase the number of 
societies provided funds are forthcoming. 

Eduoatlen af depressed olaeeee. 

.IBBi Babu BHlBIlMADEV DAB: Will the Hon’ble the Minister in 
charge of the I>epartment of Education be pleased to state wliat steps 
Government are taking for sj^eading education among the depressed 
classes? 

Tha HM’tde Mr* P* 0* MITTERt Government ate at present incur- 
ring the following recurring expenditure for spreading education among 
tile depressed classes : — 

Bs. ' 

. (1) Maintenance of primary schools for Mugh hoys 

in the Chittagong district ••• ••• 73T 

* (2) GOant to the Secretary, Depressed. Classes ^ 

Society ... ••• .•■ 3,000 t 

. (8) Qraiit for Sontiial Education ... ...24,000 

(4) Grant lor education of Dai girls ... ... 6,400 

* <6) Grant- for education of fishermen’s chfldren, 

Ddcca ..I ... 60B‘ 
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^6} Grant to colonisation areas in Bakarganj and 


24-rarganas 2,004 

(7) Grai*t to teo-gardcn schools ... ... 3,876 

.;8) Grant for education of factory children ... 6,480 

v9) Grant to the training school for Hugh gurus at 

Cliaiidraghona, Chittagong ... ... 360 

(10) Payment of scholarships for abori&rines ... 100 

Total ... 46.457 


Besides these recurring grants. Government have sanctioned this year 
as a special case a grant of Hs. 3,000 for maintenance and Bs. 2,000 for 
capital expenditure for the schools staited by the Society for the impiove- 
ment of depressel classes in addition to what has been stated in (2) on 
pre-page. 

Housing arrangements of Indians and Anglo-Indians going up with ths 

Government to the hills. 

106. Babu BHABENDRA CHANDRA RAY: {a) Will the Hon blc 

the Minister in charge of the Department of Public Works be pleased to 
state how many ministerial officers — (a) Indians, ((1 Anglo-Indians, and 
(e) Europeans jiroceeded to Darjeeling with the Government during the 
first trip, and what arrangements were made for their housing there ? 

(b) Is there any truth in the statement that in the matter of accommo 
dation a great deal of differential treatment is accorded to the Indians and 
Anglo-Indians ? 

(tf) Will the Hou’ble the Minister be pleased to state how much cubic 
feet of accommodation is provided to an Indian Assistant in the Meadow 
Bank and how much for an Anglo-Indian in Thom Cottage P 

(d) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state the salaries of 
epoh of these assistants occupying Meadow Bank and Thorn Cottage, 
respectively P 

Tlia Hon’bie the Nawab 8 AIYID NAWAB ALI GHAIIDHURI 9 
Khan Bahadhtr: (a) Twenty-four Indians were housed in Meadow Bank, 
10 in the Old Cutcherry and 3 in Little Thom Cottage. Five Anglo- 
Indians were housed in Thorn Cottage. No Europeans went to Darjeeling. 

(b) The area of accommodation allotted to Anglo-IndiaUa in.Thorn 
Cotta^ is greater than that allotted to Indians in Meadow Bank and 
the Old Cutoharry partly because the number of Indians who go to 
Darjeelmg is gieatly in excess of the Anglo-Indians, and the orthodox 
sections of Hindus among them would presumably not have preferred tq 
to share a btdlcling with other communities, and partly because the num- 
ber of Anglo-Ind&ns has been much reduced this year. So the space 
available lor each has bee^ increased out of proportion. « 
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(d) Two stafementa ^ivin^ the required information are 
placed on the table. 

In view of present altered condition^^ the question of redistributing the 
aecommodatiim in the four houses available in a reasonable proportion, 
was taken up for consideration in Mav last, and it n hoped that a satis- 
factory arrangement will shortly be made. 

Statement referred to in the teply to nnsiavied qneetton 
No, 106 (f) and {d). 


STATEMENT I. 
Meadow Bank. 



‘^q a 
area (ex- 
ilndiiig 
bttth- 
iooin\ 

Name of occupant 

246 

llalm Piiyn Nath Salia ... 


11 

S N Chakra> oi ty ••• 


11 

Sarat Chandra Bose 

210 

11 

B. B Chatterjec ... 

246 5 

Stocked with furniture ... 

171 

Vacant 

116 

Babu 

Praphulla Kumar 
Guha 

232 

11 

Prafulla Kumar 

Miilliok 


11 

Kriahda Kiahore 
Das 


11 

Tara Kiiikar ^hose 

278 

11 

Hari Qopal Dutta 


n 

Gyaoendia Lai 

Chatterjee. 


Pay 

diawn 

IN A P 

I 

240 0 0 
200 0 0 
I 220 0 0 
I 120 0 0 


200 0 0 

150 0 0 

150 0 0 

270 8 0 
350 0 0 
89 0 0 


Sq ft 

area U»>M4 hkB 

per uiau 



t 


Tlie^e tw'o looms 
are damp and 
dai k and are 
not usually 
occupied 
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Va Af iire»(ex- 
olndiiifr 


Name ot oo<*npaii|. 


Pay 

drawilj n*r2lii 

’ par mani 



Us. A. P 

29 187 Bahu Janendra Nath 175 0 0 93*5 

Ghose 


IVovash Chatidia 60 0 0 93*5 

Baau. 


,, Satish Chandra 175 0 0 93*5 

Banerjee. 


k K. Cliakiaveiiy 71 0 0 89 5 


,, SiiHil Chandia >87 8 0 80 6 

Batiei j( e 


,, Sat}ondia Nath 160 6 9 80*6 

Hoy 


Sailotidra Nath Das 50 0 0 80 6 


„ Aaliiitoah Goomar 3 15 0 0 199 


Raman Chandra U 300 0 0 150 

HiawoB. \ 100 0 0 


„ Moniiidra Nath 56 0 0 167 

Basil. 


„ Ahi Bhusaii 260 0 0 177 

Chatterjee. 


„ J. N. Sen ••• 230 0 0 170*5 


» Bhnpendro Nath f 100 0 0 I 170*5 
Chatterjee. tl60 0 01 


,, Anuh^l^^Chaodra 400 0 0 170*5 






QtrESTXOVSi 


tsei.i' 


«5 


Staiiment rt/ernd to t'?» the reply t^umtafsred queetion ffa. 109 (<*) 

and (d). 
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Thorn Cottage. 


Mo of 
room. 

Sq ft 
urea (exolud 
iiig bnih 
rooms). 

Knrne of oooupants 

Pay drawn 


Sq ft 
ait a 

poi man. 

Rknahks. 




Us 

A 

P 

1 

1 


1 

136^ 

Office of IiiBpectoi- 







[ 

General of Police 






o 

242) 








247 

Ml 0 H nCiMla 

*00 

0 

0 

247 


4 

i6n 

1 

Mr. B G Keyinoi 




475 

* Pays lent 

5 

234 } 







G 

273 

Ml R. A Blown 

150 

0 

0 

273 





72 

H 

0 



7 

30} 

Vacant 






8t 

304' 







9 

201 > 

Ml. H Elias 

400 

0 

0 

965 

t Fioin JCo 8 up 








waiild lie nil 

lO' 

460- 






family ijiiaiteid 

11 

1 

246 'I 

1 






12 ‘ 

163 > 

Mr. 0. A Shavier ... ^ 

345 

0 

0 

594 



1 


65 

0 

0 




196) 

1 

1 





15 

6321 

Mr J. R. Bellett^ 

550 

0 

0 

879 


16 

347/ 

1 




it 

18 

2961 


1 






[ 

Mr. J. 0. Cuzeot 

1 


642 

t PnyH rent. 

19 

347/ 








l i wpiWwn o Bt In tiM pay and proapsets of the Subordinate Civil Servigo. 

1ST. Mwilvi KHANOAKAR ARHAMUDDINi (a) Will the 
Hon’blo the Member in charge of the Appointment Bepartmei^t be pleaeed 
tm any wbatiur it ie a fact that the Old Bengal OoOnoil at ita aitting at 
Bheea In ISIB accepted a Veaoiution to improve the pay and prospeota of 
the SglMivdiiioteCiMl Berlin j iv • > 
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(b) Ifl it fact that in the following year Goiwrmxifnt puMisbed a 
( 3 cheme to give effect to the same resolution and invited the opinion of 
the public as well as the officers concerned? 

(s) Is it a fact that the scheme was considered by the public as well as 
the members concerned to be inadequate and disappointing in view of the 
higher cost of lining and that the members concerned submitted a 
scheme praying for a scale of pay from Rs. 200 to Bs. 600 with a biennial 
increment of Rs. 30? 

(d) Is it a fact that other provincial Governments have sanctioned the 
same scale for the same service? 

(e) • Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to lay on the table all 
correspondence between this Government and the Imperial Government 
on the matter? 

(/) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to say when it is proposed 
to publish the final scheme? 

. (g) Is it the intention of. Government to give retrospective effect to 
the scheme from December. 1919, as in the case of other provincial 
services.? If not, why not? 

(A) Is it a fact that the amalgamation of the two services (Provincial 
and Subordinate) has been estimated to cost Government less than the 
scheme suggested above? 

The Hon’bleSir HENRY WHEELER: (a) Yes; a resolution to this 
effect was carried in 1919 in Calcutta. 

. (A) Yes; vide Resolution No. 1646 A. D., dated the 21st June, 1920. 

^ (e) Government received various expressions of opinion at that time 
regarding the future of the Subordinate Civil Service. Some of these, 
including a representation from the members of the service, were to the 
effect that Government’s proposals were inadequate. 

(<f) Government are not in possession of definite information on this 
point. 

(e) Government are not prepared to lay on the table the correspon- 
dence of the local Government with the Imperial Government. 

(f) and (g) The decisions of Government with regard to the pay of the 
Subordinate Civil Service will be made public at an early date. 

(A) No calculations of the nature indicated have been made. 

8llt«il-u|i Sarasmtl river. 

101. Bata AMULYA DHONE AODYS (u) Has the attention of the 
Hon^ble thw Member in charge of the Departoneni of litigation been 
drawn to the condition of the river Siiraswati in the diatriet of HtagUy 
which hl^ practicaUy silted ; 4 f . , ^ 

, . (h> Are Governtneiit atrare that*the state of tlSi ie 
' an j^uthi^afc of j^kriad fever^ cholera mi oj&er i^eeatay 
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. i thii'Hott’ble the HfwbeiVrbe pleased to state whai steps have 

been takeiii or are being taken^ for the reclamation of the said river P 

The Hon’Me tN MAHARAJADHIRAJA Bahailiir of Bimlwan: (a) 

Yes. 

(6) The deterioration of the health in the villages on the silted^up Sar-* 
aswati jiver is partly due to the silting up of the river. 

(c) A length of about 5 miles in the lower reaches of the river from 
Andul has been improved by -silt clearance lately. It would be possible 
to flush a portion of the lower reaches of the river when the Daniodar 
Canal is constructed and a supply of water will be available for the 
purpose. A report on the feasibility or otherwise of improving the 
upper reaches of the river from Tibeni, has been called for from the local 
officers lately. * 

Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDYS May I ask whether it is a fact that 
the village of ^aptagram in the district of Hooghly which was once the 
most important centre of trade in Hooghly has now beeii converted into 
a jungle owing to a silting-up of the river Saraswati ? 

The Hon^ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA Bahadur of Burdwan: les, 
it is a fact. » 

Pay of the Subordinate Eduoatlonal Service. 

108. Maiitvl ABDUL KARIM: (a) Will the Hon’ble the Minister in 
charge of the Department of Education be pleased to state when the Sub- 
ordinate Educational Service was first formed with Bs. 50 as the lowest 
grade? ♦ 

(ft) What arc the recommendations of the Wordsworth Comniittoe for 
the reorganisation of the Subordinate Education Service? 

(e) How many representatives were there on the Wordsworth Commit- 
tee from the offices of the Subordinate Educational Service? 

, (d) Was there on the Wordsworth Committee any representative of the 
teachers of Government high ^hools? 

(e) What is the present average salary' of a member of the Subordinate 
Educational Service^ and what would be his average salary immediately 
alter the reorganisation is given effect to ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MITTER: (a) The Subordinate Educational 
Service was first formed with effect from lat October, 1898. ^ The pay 
of the loiVest* grade of the Subordinate Educational Service has been at 
of Rs- a month ever since the inception of that service. 

% %), (a) and (d) The member is referred to the reply given to starred 

fflb. ^860i average aaler5' of a.member of the Subordinate EduM* 
ia.Bs, 862: This figure i» calculated on the gradii^ the 
ih lahuai7,‘192h. . The laat of thia dhea 

• 'V -.V- •' ' 
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Apiwiiitiiimt er a apeoltl MulwiiiMMin aab-lfMfpaator far Muhaminariaii 
ediioatldii at Farfiipiir. ' 

llOi If atllvi ABDUL KARIM* (a) Will tbe Hon’ble the Minister in 
charge of the Department of Education be pleased to say whether 
it is a fact that there is a special sub-inspector for Muhainmadan 
education in each of the districts in the Dacca Division, except at 
ParidpurP 

(b) If so, are the Oovernment considering the desirability of appoint- 
ing one special sub-inspector for Muhammadan education for ParidpurP 

The Hon’bie Mr. P. C. MITTER: (a) Yes. 

(b) The scheme for employing special Muhammadan sub-inspectors in 
certain districts is an experimental one. The necessity for employing 
such an ofBcer in the Paridpur district will be examined. 

Muhammadans in Manufactory Department of J&ile. 

111. Naiwabzada K. M. AFZAL, Khan Bahadur; Will the Hon’ble 
the Member in charge of the Department of Revenue (Jails) be pleased to 
state— 

(/) the number of officers employed in the Manufactory Department 
of each of the Central Jails, Juvenile Jails and Jail Department 
and the number of Muhammadans employed therein; and 
(/i) the total number of vacancies in the said department during the 
last five yeais and the total number of Muhammadans appoint- 
ed to fiH these vacancies? 

The Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIMs (a) 0) and (t%) A statement giv- 
ing the information is laid on the table. 


St dement referred to in the reply to question No. Ill (a) (i) and (it). 




Nnmber of 


Total Dumbor 

e 

NAme of jail 


olBobn ift tho 
Manufactory 

Number of 
MahammedRDB. 

of ▼ecRiioiee 
dunua last 

Surabrr of 
Mahamroadana 



Department 


i years 

taken. 

Presidency 

••• 

13 

2 

2 

1 


(tnclodlng 

3 Bioropeaii 





* 


po.to). 




Alipore Oentral (Press and 

103 

. 26 

15 

4 

Pormri Department) 





(one vaoaaoy 
not filled 
up). 

> 2 

Dacca Central 


8 


2 ' 

Aidnapere „ 


! 4 

1 

t 

1 

Itajal^hi 

HuwniUf 


3 

7 

S 

NU 

2 

, 2 

1 

§1 . 

Darjeeling 


i 

1 

Nil 
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MHhamiiMdHit at ftaM imidin and 

112. Naarabiada K. M. APZAL, Khan Bahadurs Will the Hon’ble 
the If ember in charge of the Department of Revenue (Jails) be pleased 
to lay en the table a statement showing — 

(t) the fiumber of permanent head warders and warders in each circle 
of the Province, and how many of them are Muhammadans; 
and 

(tt) the number of vacancies in the grade of head warders and warders 
daring the last two years and the number of Muhammadans 
> appointed to fill such vacancies P 

Tha Hon’ble Sir ABD*UR*RAHIMt (t) and (ti) A statement giving 
the infoimution is laid on the table. 


Statement referted to in the reply t» umlarred queelion No. 112 (t) 

and (tt). 


Nime of Circle 


19 umber of 
permanent 
Head Warders 
and W iidets 

Number of 
Miihatnniadaim 

Number of 
TEoanoies in 
Ust 2 years 

MuhammadanB 

appoiiiled 

Piosicicncy Cirdo 


408 

76 

111 

19 

Alipore ,, 

««• 

297 

47 

52 

7 

UajHhahi ,, 


210 

13 

' 11 

Nil 

Miduaporo ,, 

• •• 

132 

Id 

11 

3 

Dacca ,, 

• •• 

330 

27 

43 

3 

Comilla „ 

• •• 

10« 

5 

1 17 

3 


MoMures to romovo the cause of malarial fOvor in Tangaii. 

113. Babu BROdBNDRA KI8HOR RAY CHAUDHURIS With 
reference to the opinion of the Director of Public Health as expressed in 
answer to my unstarred question No. 30 of the 1st Aptil, 1921, regarding 
the prevalence of malarial fever in Tangaii, will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government be pleqsed 
to state what steps the Government are taking for removing the cause 
of^tP * 

YhoMon’MeStr tUBtNDRA NATH VANBRdEA: The Irrigation 
Departmmxt of this Government is being asked to make an inquiry regard- 
mg ^ stltbig top of ^ river liohajang and the remedial measures 
praetienble. ’ ' 



inn QUESTIONS. 

KalMoar in TangalL 

114« Babu BROJENDRA KISHOR RAY OHAURHURI: (a) Is the 

Hon'ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Local Sejf-Govern- 
ment aware that kala-azaf, which has been prevalent in Tangail for 
several years past, has recently assumed frightful proportions P 

(h) What remedial measures have been taken by the Government P 
(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of sending out 
itinerant dispensaries or qualified doctors for administering antimonial 
injection P ^ 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANl^RJEAs (a), {b) and (c) 

The member is referred to the answer to clauses (o) and (h) of unstarred 
question No. 13 asked by Rai Dr. Haridhan Dutt Bahadur at the meeting 
of the I4th March, 1921. The attention of the District Board has also 
been drawn to the desirability of starting a laboratory for the micros- 
copic examination of blood in suspected cases of the disease. They have 
been informed that the Director of Public Health, Bengal, would be able 
to depute a trained sub-assistant smgeon to take charge of the labora- 
tory, and they have been asked whether they are prepared to start it, 
and, if so, whether they would be -able to finance it oi could do so with 
assistance from Government. 

Saline injection in charitable dispensaries. ' 

115. Babu BROJENDRA KISHOR RAY CHAUDHURI: (cO AVIll 
the Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Local fielf- 
Qovernmont be pleased to slate whether all the charitable dispensaries in 
the presidency, particuilarly those in the rural areas, have necessary appli- 
ances for administering saline injection in cholera cases P 

(b) If not, what system of treatment is followed in cholera cases xn 
hospitals and dispensaries wanting those appliances P 

The Hon’bic Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA. (a) The member 
is referred to the answer given to unstarred question No. 130 asked by 
Babu Sailaja Nath Rov Chaudhuri at the meeting of thu t^lielative 
Council held on the 1st April, 1921. 

(b) Cases are treated symptomatically and prophylacticaBy on 
general principles. 

s 

, tlipAlriiig expeiHliture .f roMb In Caimitto wNbr MUI. W«l» ^ 

Department. 

m Rtf Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Btfutfora Will tkr Boji’We the 
-moha»geof the-DBpftrttoeatof'j^Mfa Wnfee lie lleaeeA to 

' thelaaiee of «onda within the pmnioii^ aiea of CWioHtia 

axe voder the oontnd of the FublioWerltf''*’^^ — ‘ .! 
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{ii) the aunual expenditure incurred by the Public Works Department 
on tbe upkeep of these roads during the last five years; and 
{Hi) ^hen each of these roads was last repaired and when it i** pro- 
posed to take Uiem up for thorough repairs again? 

The Hon’blethe NawabSAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, Khan 
Bahadurs (?) (/) Belvedere Road from Zeeiut Budge to Belvedere. 
{2) Thaokeuu Road. {3) Road alongside Calcutta Club to Porabazar 
land. {4) Canal West Ro«id. 

(n) On (7) and (^), cannot be stated, as accounts for expondituie on 
these roads are grouped together with that on other roads . (2) Last five 

years’ average, Rs. L’47. {3) Last five years’ average, Rs. 137. 

{ill) {a) (1) 1320-21. (2) 1917-18. (3) 1915-16. {4) Done in sec- 
tions every year. 

(6) {!) 1922-23. (2) 1921-22. (3) 1922-23. {4) Done in sections 
every year. 


Police sergeants In Calcutta. 


117. Ral Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur; WiU the Hcm’bb the 
Member in charge of the Police Department be pleased to supply the 
following information : — 

{!) what is the total number of police sergeants employed in C dciitta, 
« and how many of them are employed exclusively in traffic 

regulatTon, and what is tbe number employed for guard duty 
or in special work in connection with the maintenance of order, 
etc., in courts, railwav stations and other public places; 

{2) what are the scale of salaries, house and other allowances attached 
to these posts? If the posts are graded, then the scale and the 
number of posts in each grade; 

(3) what is ihe method of recruitment for these posts; 

{4) what are the qualifications required, and what are the provisions 
for tiaining of the recruits as well as ihe usual period of 
probation; 

{S) in special cases are the sergeants ever promoted to the post of Sub- 
Inspector, Inspector, Superintendent, Assistant Commissioner 
etc., and 

{6) if so, what is the total number who have been so promoted during 
the last twelve years? 


TheHon’bleSir HENRY WHEELER: {!) The sanctioned number of 
sergeants is now 164, six posts of sergeant having been abolished last 
month. The J60 sergeants were allotted to the following duties 

62 Traffic* ^ 

24 Patrol.^ 

6 Courts. 

19 Oovemment guards. 
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19 Escort and miscellaneous duties. . 

8 Public Vehicles Department. 

6 Armed police. 

13 Port police. 

14 Beserve. 

160 

(2) Pay is Rs. 150 — 5/2 — 200. Conveyaoce allowance of Rs. 20 a 
month is granted if a bicycle is kept. Three sergeant-majors attached 
to the armed police also get a duty allowance of Rs. 20 each a month. 
Patrol sergeants posted to sub-sections are housed in the sub-section 
premises; for other sergeants^ who are married but who cannot be provided 
with Government quarters, houses are hired. Single sergeants, when 
not attached to any sub-section, are quartered in the sergeants’ barracks 
at Lall Bazar. 

(5) Vacancies are usually filled up by ex-soldiers and army reservists 
of British regiments, but during the last few years some Anglo-Indians 
have been enlisted, ex-army men not being available owing to the war 
A copy of the printed notice supplied to applicants is placed on the library 
table. 

(4) In case of ex-army men, the qualifications include a second class 
army school certificate, together with a ** very ^ood character ” written 
in their army discharge papers. In the case of Angfd-Ipdians, men who 
have studied up to the standard of the Junior Cambridge examination are 
considered to bt sufllciently qualified for the post of sergeant. They are 
trained at headquarters in the following subjects : — 

(1) driU; 

(2) motor and traffic rules and regulations; 

(3) such rules and Acts as are likely to be of use to them in their 

daily duties as police officers; 

(4) first aid to the injured. 

The usual period of probation is six months, it extends up to two 
years in the case of sergeants recruited from the army. 

(5) Yes. 

(6) Porty-five sergeants have been promoted to the higher ranks dur- 
ing the last 12 years. 

. Induirtrlal IntelllgMoe Ollloar and the Department of Induatrlee* 

118. Babu INDU BHUBHAH OWrrikt (a) mil the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Department of Commerce* bp pleased to' gtate— 

' (t) when; 

(tt) on what terms; . . 
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any at whose initiative; 

(iv) for what duties; 

(v) for what period; 

was the post of the Industrial Intelligence Officer created in the Depart- 
ment of Industries; 

(vt) whether the Industrial Intelligence Officer is directly under the 
Director of Industries; 

(viz) apart from matters in connection with strikes, what duties, if 
any, has this officer been performing; and 
(viii) what industrial information has this officer collected and sup- 
plied to the public during his tenure of office ? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble the Member he pleased to state whether it is a 
fact that-^ 

(i) the Deputy Director of Industries was for several years in charge 
of a large Government factory employing a considerable 
number of labour hands; and 

(ft) whether he has acquired exx)erience of labour conditions of 
Bengal? 

(e) Are the Government considering the desirability of directing that 
the Deputy Director of Industries should perform the work of collecting 
information regarding labour, its conditions and the problems connected 
with it? 

(d) Are the Government consUering the desirability of constituting a 
branch of the Department of Industries for the purpose of collecting indus- 
trial infoimation, including an industrial survey of Bengal, by the 
appointment of a special local staff under the direct control of the Director 
of Industries at a total annual cost not exceeding the annual salary of the 
Industrial Intelligence Officer? 

Tho Hon’bla Mr. KERRl (a), (i) and (ti) The Indu’^trial Intelligence 
Officer was appointed on 1st July, 1920, for one year, on a pay of Rs. 1 ,600 
per mensem plus a motor car allowance of H-s. 100 or 160 per mensen 
accordingly as the officer keeps a two-seater or four-seater motor car. 
Proposals for a further temporary continuation of the post are under con- 
sideration. 

(m) Tho post of Industrial Intelligence Offic^er was recommended by 
the Industrial Commission and was created at the request of the Govern- 
ment of Bengal. 

(tv) The Industrial Intelligence Officer’s duties are to inquire and 
reporiTon industrial qnestiona generally and. labour unrest in particular. 
(v) See reply to (it) above. 

(m) Tes. 

/ Hi 
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(vii) His work, apart from strikes, consists of — ^ 

(1) the disposal of petty industrial inquiries; 

(2) investigations regarding the cost of living of industrial workers; 

(5) the writing of a special chapter on the major industries in the 

ensuing census reports; 

(4) the Secretaryship to the Taxicab Committee (January to March, 

1920); 

(5) the Secretaryship to the Industrial Unrest Committee (April to 

May, 1921); 

(6) the collecting of information regarding trade unions and other 

industrial associations of a similar nature. 

(viii) He assisted, as stated above, in the department’s work of 
answering individual industrial inquiries (not on labour subjects). 
Throughout, on the labour side, he has been an agent for supplying the 
Governments of India and Bengal witli information regarding strikes. 
Part of this information has been passed on to the public through the 
Legislative Assembly, the Legislative Council and the Home Parliament 
and part through the Journal of Industries and Labour, published by the 
Government of India. A reference is also invited to the report of the 
recent Committee on Industrial Unrest. 

(h) (i) The Deputy Director of Industries was for 11 years on the staff 
of the Director of Ordnance Factories, who controls eight large factories 
in India. During the last two^years of this period he was employed as 
Works Manager the Gun and Shell Factory, Cossipore. 

(it) The Deputy Director acquired considerable experience of labour 
conditions in Bengal during the period of his service in the Ordnance 
Factories. 

(c) The Deputy Director has to give advice in regard to the larger ques- 

tion of industrial and factory development, for which at present there is 
no other expert on the Director’s staff, and has therefore not the time to 
perform the duties of the Industrial Intelligence Officer. As regards 
labour information, the attention of the member is drawn to paragraph 
19 of the Report of the Committee on Industrial Unrest. The proposals 
contained therein will probably add considerably to the work of this 
officer. * . " 

(d) The question of the appointment of a whole-time Industrial Intel- 
ligence Officer is under consideration. 

Ship-building Industry in Bengal. 

119. BabuINDUBHUSHANDUTTA: (a) Willthe Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Indui^ries be 
pleased to state what steps, if any, have been taken dr are proposed to be 
taken by the Government to foster the industry of ship-building in 
BengalF 
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(6) Is the Hoii’ble the Minister aware that there is an indigenous 
industry for building wooden ships in Chittagong ? 

(c) Is it the intention of Government to foster and develop this 
industry there 

The Hon’bio the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur]! (a) (1) To improve the sailing power, seaworthiness 
and safety of the wooden ships built in Chittagong, which generally suffer 
from bad design, unsuitable material and inferior workmanship and to 
encourage the development of the industry on proper scientific lines, a 
sum of Us. 500 was placed at the disposal of the Engineer and Ship 
Surveyor, Chittagong last year, for the construction of model ships of im- 
proved design. These models have been constructed and are kept for the 
inspection and instruction of the local ship-builders at the office of the 
Ship Surveyor, who explains to them their construction. 

(2) Thef application of internal combustion motor attachments for the 
propulsion of country-made boats has also been taken up, and particulars 
of an experimental installation in a bhowlia, made by Messrs. John King 
and 0)mpany, are now under consideration with a view to the possibility 
of demonstration among the river fishermen. 

(t3) Proposals to establish an educational institution at Chittagong, 
where instruction on ship-building suitable for Indian conditions can be 
given, also at some centre, possibly Chittagong, a depdt where instruction 
in the applicaticn, maintenance and running of internal combustion en- 
gines applied to the propulsion of country craft can be given with suitable 
demonstration, are under the consideration of the Department of Indus- 
tries. 

(b) Yes. 

(e) Yes. 

« 

Expenditure on certein heads by the Agricultural Department. 

120. BabU INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: Win the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture^ and Industries be 
pleased to lay on the table a statement showing the amount spent by the 
Agricultural Department under each of the following heads during the 
last five years, viz. : — 

(i) establishment ; 

(ii) travelling allowances; 

* (Hi) experiments; and 

(tv) distribution of seeds and of manure P 

The Hoa’bla the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: A statement showing the approximate amount spent 
during the last five years is laud on the table; 
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Statement referred to in the reply to vmetarred question No, ISO, 


TBAR. 

Ektablishmeut 

TraTelliog 

allowancB. 

Bsperimuntd 

linoladins 

1 experiineotal 
farms and 
agricultoTHl 
experlmeots). 

Distrlbatlon Df 
aeada aad ma»ttrM 
(iaeludlng other 
demonstraiion). 

• 

lia. 

Rb. 

1 

Bh. ' 

Rs. 

l9lb*17 ... ... 

2,25,946 

66,790 

1,93,129 

31,220 

1917-18 

2,23,878 

69,386 

2,20,984 

20,309 

1918-19 

2,51,011 

91,031 

2,70,423 

47,931 

1919-20 

2,82,249 

1,17,888 

4,19,903 

40,000 

1920-21 

3,83,710 

1,28,180 

3,54,860 

47,000 


Scheme for converting middle vernacular school for girls at 
Faridpur into a middle English school. 

121. Mauivi ABDUL KARIM* (a) Will the Hon’ble the Minietri 
in charge of the Department of Education be pleased to say urhethev there 
is any scheme for converting the middle vernacular school for girls at 
Fai'idpur into a middle English school ? 

(6) If so, when will this be done? 

The Hon'ble Mr. P. C. MITTER: (a) Yes. 

(6) Effect to the scheme will be given from January next year. 


TulM>well for Patuakhali water-wqrks. 

122. Mauivi FAZLAL KARIMS Will the Hon’ble the Minister -in 
charge of the Department of Local Self-Government l>e pleased to state 
when the work of the experimental tube-well for the Patuakhali water- 
works will le commenced? 

The Hon'bloSir 8URENDRA NATH BANERdEA: ITie cost of sink- 
ing the experimental well was originally estimated at Bs. 10,000 and 
Government sanctioned a grant of this amount. The contractor who 
offered to sink it for Bs. 10,000 has now increased his tender to Bs. 20 000 
en account of the rise in cost of tubes, etc. The questitm of doin*’tlte 
wcffk d^rtmentally is being considered, and it is not at present iioasihli 
to say qjkVhat date it will b% begun. t 
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NiunlMr of high English schools working of o doflsit owing 
to the non-co-operation movement. 

123. Mauivi FAZLAL KARIM: Will the Hon’ble the Minister in 
chtitge of the Department of Education be pleased to state — 

(t) the number of aided and unaided high English schools wh;eh 

cannot meet their monthly expenses from their usual income 
on account of the non-co-operation movement ; 

(u) what steps are the Government taking to enable those schools 

to continue to impart education to those boys who are williiig 
to proceed with their studies? 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MITTER: (t)^he information is not avail- 
able, nor could it be collected without a special inquiry being instituted, 
seeing that the Education Department has no information about the 
financial condition of unaided high English schools and that the groat 
majority of the high English schools of the Presidency are unaided. 

(ii) Representations have been received from the Inspectors of 
Schools of the Dacca* Rajshahi and Chittagong Divisions, and the 
Director of Public Instruction has 'placed Rs. 10,000 at the disposal of 
each Inspector for the purpose of saving good schools threatened by the 
non-co-operation movement. 


Grants made by Government of India and referred to in the 
Budget estimate for 1921-22. 

124. Babu KI8HORI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: Will the Hon’ble 
the Member in charge of the Department of Finance be pleased to lay on 
the table a statement showing — 

(a) what are the specific purposes for which the several ear-marked 

grants referred to in the budget estimate for 1921-22 were 
made by the Government of India, and, when were these 
grants made ; 

(b) what are the amounts of such original grants ; 

(c) what expenditure has already been incurred on what specific pur- 

poses out of these grants up to the 31st March, 1921 ; 

(d) what are the unspent balances on these heads by the end of 

March, 1921, and what are the specific purposes for which 
^ such unspent balances aro proposed to be utilised or reserved 

in 1921-22, showing the items in detail on each head of 
expenditure; and 

(e) on what calculations the closing balances tender those ear-marked 

heads were arrived at in the current year’s budget ? 
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The Hon’ble Mr. KERR: (a), (6) and (c) A statement is laid on the 
table. 

{d) A statement is laid on the table. For further details the member 
is referred to the speech of the Finance Secretary to the Oovernment of 
Bengal, delivered on the 4th of March in this Council. 

(e) The balances have been worked out by deducting from the total 
grants received the amounts reported by the Heads of Departments as 
actually spent on the objects for which the grants were made. 


Statement referred to in the reply to unstarred question No. 124 show- 
ing unspent balances of earmarked grants. 



1 

Amount * 
received | 
up to : 
1010-2O. ! 

1 

Amount ' 
received in 
1920.il. 

1 

1 

Total ! 
amount i 
received up 
to 1920-21. J 

! 

Amount 
spent uo to 
1919-20. 

]Si»titoa‘ed 
amount 
spent in 
1920-21. 

Estimated 

total • X- 

penditure 
up to the 
3l$ t March 
1921. 

Estimated 
uaspont 
balances ou 
the 31at 
March 1921. 


Rs. 

Rs. 

1 

Rs. 

Rs. 

I Us. 

Us. 

Kb. 

(A) Non-recurring 
Educational 
grants. 

16,184 

1 38 

1 

1 

15,222 

9,510 1 

1 2,043 

U,553 

3,669 

(B) Recurring 

Educational 

grants. 

23,992 

4,181 

28,173 

16,916 

3,595 

I 

: 20,511 

7,662 

(C) Grant for 

Technical 
Education. 

10 

.375 

385 


365 

365 

20 

(D) Grant for 

Agricultural 
Education. 

255 

102 

1 

357 

. 157 

55 

212 

145 

(E) Sanitation 
grants. 

11,355 

950 

l'>,305 

4,972 

747 

5,719 

6,586 

Total 

60,796 

5,646 

66,442 

31,555 

6,806 

38,360 

18,082 


Statement referred to in the reply to unstarred question No, 124 
showing the purposes for which the unspent balances are proposed 
to be utilised in 1921-22. * 


Bduoatlon. 

(a) Grant to Dacca University ... 

(b) Provision for works in progress In connootion with the 

Dacca University buildings 

(c) Provision for the Dacca Intermediate Boaird 


Rs. 

9.00. 000 

2 . 00 . 000 
40,000 
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Ks. 

(cf) Coiistructioii of bunfj^alowB for Civil officers, Dacca, 

takeu over by the Dacca University ... 1,44,000 

(a) Provision for new buildings for the Education Depart- 
ment in the Public Works Department Budget ... 3,1 1,000 

(/) Provision for works in progress of Education buildings 

in the Public Works Department Budget ... 6,84,000 

(jf) Recurring expenditure provided in the budget out of 

Imperial grants ... ... ... ... 41,81,000 

lotaH ... 64,60,000 


Teohnioal Eduoatton. 

(A) Provision made in the budget for Technical Education 

debitable to Iinperiel grants ... ... 20,000 


Atfrioultural Education. 

(i) Provision for the Chinsura Agricultural Scho d 

(j) Provision for the Dacca Agricultural School 


20,000 

2,0i»0 


Sanitation. 

(k) Provision for sanitation debttable to Imperial grants ... 1 5,88,000 


Shed for witnesses in Rangpur District Court. 

125. Mauivi SHAH ABDUR RAUFS (a) Is the Hon’ble the Member 
in charge of the Judicial Department aware that there is no witness shed 
in the courts of the district of Rangpur, and that the public are greatly 
inconvenienced thereby ? 

(b) Are the Government considering the desirability of taking steps 
to remove the inconvenience ? 

The Hon’ble Sir ABD«UR"RAHIM: (a) and (b) The information 
before Government is that there is already a witness shed attached to the 
civil court and that a witness shed for the criminal court will soon be con- 
structed. The estimate has been sanctioned and the materials have been 
collected. 

* Promotion of Doputy Inopootors of Sohools to tho Bongal 
Ediioational Sorvioo. 

120. Mauivi SHAH ABDUR RAUF: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Education, be pleased to say 
whether it is a fact that a class of officers in the Subordinate Education^ 



110 


QUESTIONS. 


[4rH JULT. 


Service, Bengal, viz,^ the Head Masters of High English Schools^ has 
been promoted to the Bengal Educational Service with suitable pay and 
prospects, while the case of the Deputy Inspectors of Schools has not been 
taken upP' 

(h) Is it in the contemplation of the Government to promote the 
Deputy Inspectors of Schools to the Bengal Educational Service with the 
same pay and prospects as have been given to the Head Masters P 

(c) Is there any foundation in the rumour that the Professors of the 
Dacca College, who have not been provided with posts in the Dacca 
University, will be placed in charge of the inspection work of the district 
as Bengal Educational Service men, over the heads of the existing chief 
inspecting officers of the district. 

The Hon’bie Mr. P. C. MITTER: {a) and (b) The Head Masterships 
of Government high schools are posts included in the Bengal Educational 
Service. The question of including the posts of District Deputy 
Inspectors of Schools in that service is now under the consideration of 
Government. 

(c) There are no ‘'Chief inspecting officers’' of the district. One 
officer who was holding a B. E. S. post attached to Dacca College 
but whose services have not been lent to Dacca University has been 
appointed to an Assistant Inspectorship of Schools. 


Extension of the Gambling Act to the Howrah district. 

127. Babu 8ATI8H CHANDRA MUKHARJI: (a) Will the 
Hon’bie the Member in charge of the Political Department be pleased to 
say whether the Gambling Act has been extended to the Howrah district 
us a whole P 

(ft) Is the Hon’bie the Member aware that extensive gambling is 
prevalent in parts of the interior of the Howrah district, and that many 
young men are being ruined thereby? 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of extending the 
provisions of the Gambling Act to the whole of the district of Howrah, if 
this has not already been done P 

The Hon’blo 8ir HENRY WHEELER: (a) The Bengal Gambling 
Act (II of 1867) has not been extended to the whole of the district of 
Howrah. It is in force only in certain places in the district. 

(b) In 1919, the local officers ^ireported the prevalenbd of gafnbling in 
many places in the distri^ and reeommended the extension of the 
Gambling Act. 

(c) The policy of Government has been to extend the Act only to 
places v^hich are within a reasonable distaflce of established courts where 
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cases could be.tried^ and not to enforce it in wide areas or in outlying 
villages where its^ working could not be effectively supervised or con- 
trolled. For that reason Government were not prepared to sanction a 
further extension of the Act in Howrah district. The matter has been 
examined again recently, but Government see no reason to doubt the 
soundness of the policy indicated above. 

Inspecting officers of the Education Department. 

128 . Babu NIBARAN CHANDRA DAS GUPTA: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Education be 
pleased to state the number of inspecting officers of the department and 
also the number of the institutions they have to inspect ? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state whether the 
Government are considering the desirability of taking steps to reduce the 
the number of inspecting officers, and to utilise the savings so effected 
in increasing the number of teachers for primary and secondary schools, 
and also for making the emoluments of such teachers sufficiently respect- 
able and attractive ? 

(c) Will the Hon^ble the Minister be pleased to state the steps that 
are being taken to train up a sufficiently large number of primary school 
teachers, to meet the ever-increasing demands for such teachers ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MITTER: (a) Two statements are laid on the 
t^le. 

(6) and (c) The answer would depend on the lines that may be ulti- 
mately adopted for the expansion of primary education. Mr. Biss' report 
has just been printed and the Government propose to invite suggestions 
from the public on that report and then lay down their policy. Pending 
the delineation of that policy the Government do not propose to express 
any opinion as to their future intentions. 

Ther^ are about 110 ffuru-tT&,imng schools and special training classes 
for the training of primary school teachers. The accommodation in 
these schools is limited and the annual outturn from these amounts to 
950 only. 

It was accordingly decided to replace these schools by an improved 
type of institutions providing increased accommodation and working 
under an efficient trained staff. Twenty-one such schools have already 
been started. The proposed annual outturn of teachers under this scheme 
was 3,200. 

In his recent report on the expansion and improvement of primary 
education, Mr. Biss has criticised the scheme to which reference has 
just been made and has suggested an alternative arrangement. This, 
together with Mir. Biss’ other proposals, is now before the public. 
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Statement referred to in the reply to unstarred question No. 128 (a). 


STATEMENT I. 
;i>aiitfth of the Inopeotli 


! 

DiTiAloni). 

i 

Inspectors 
and 2nd 
Inspectors. 

& 

Assistant 
y Inspectors. 

Deputy 

Inspeeton. 

Snb- 

Inspeotors. 

Assistant 

Sub- 

Inspectors. 

Assistant 

\pBpec- 

tresses. 

Inspeo- 

tresses. 

Inspec- 
tor of 
Euro- 

sS^ls. 

1 

Burdwaii ... j 

3 

5 

21 

73 

14 

2 

] 

1 


i 

ProNidenuy (ex- | 
eluding Cal- | 
cutta). 1 

3 

4 

11 

44 

3 

2 

# 




Calcutta 

1 

• •• 1 

2 

3 

••• 

1 

j 


► 1 

Dacca 

] 

3 

4 

18 

66 

1 

3 

1 

1 



Clutiafrtui^ ... 

2 

3 

9 

38 

2 

1 

\ 1 

1 



Rajeliahi 

2 

3 

14 

44 

1 

2 

1 

J 

J 

1 

Total 

14 

19 

75 

268 

21 

12 

2 

1 


Statement referred to in the reply to unstarred question No. 128 (a) 
showing the number of institutions which Inspecting Officers have 
to inspect. 


Serial 

STATEMENT II. 

Divisions. 

Number of 

No. 

institutions. 

1 Hurd wan 

... 

10,»69 

2 Presidency (excluding Calcutta) 

8,026 

3 Calcutta 


677 

4 Dacca 

• •• 

14,996 

5 ChUtag«»ng 

• e« 

8,709 

6 Rajshahi 

• •• 

10,569 

7 Total 

••• 

53,836 

8 Inspector of European Schools, Bengal 

78 


Gband Total 

53,914 
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Primary ediiMtioiu 

129. Babu TANKANATH CHAUDHURl! Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Education be pleased to state — 

(t) how many primary schools exist in each of the districts of Bengal ; 

(u‘) how many of these, in each district, are subsidised by the muni- 
cipalities and how many by the district board ; 

(in) how many of these again in each district do not get any aid 
either from the municipalities or from the district board ; 

(iv) what amount each municipality or district board contribute io 

such schools within their jurisdiction ; 

(v) what amount the Government contribute to each municipality or 

district board towards the maintenance of suoh schools within 
their jurisdiction ; 

(vi) what amounts again are realised as school-fees from such 

schools ; 

(vii) what is the number of boys and girls attending such schools 

within and outside the municipal areas in each district ; 

(viti) what is the number of boys and^girls of school-going age who 
are going without such education ; 

(ia) how many more such schools would be necessary in each district 
to give such education to all such boys and girls ; 

(a?) what would be the probable additional cost for establishment 
and maintenance of such additional schools ; 

(a^i) what steps have Government taken or are going to take for the 
extension of primary education for all such boys and girls who 
require such education ; and 

(j?n) what proportions of the additional cost the Government woTild 
be prepared to bear to meet the problem of extension of 
primary education throughout the province? 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C* MITTER; (i) to (j?) A reference is invited to' 
the statement laid on the library table. With special reference to cpies- 
tion (w), it may be noted that Mr. Biss’ report contains proposals which 
if accepted and an estimate based on these, would give us different figures. 
A reference is suggested to Mr. West’s estimates which are mentioned 
and discussed in Chapter IX of Mr. Biss’ report. 

(si) An inquiry has just been completed and a full report on the whole 
subject prepared. This has been published in English and will be pub- 
lished in Bengali for public consideration. Government are formulating 
their views op the report and hope shortly to be in a position to announce 
•a definite policy of a forward character. In the meanwhile experiments 
are being tried in several places with a view to the establishment of a 
public system of primary schools. 
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(xii) This matter will be decided in connection with the whole 
question. In the meantime Government are prepared to consider favour- 
ably any proposals from local bodies that show an adequate degree of 
self-help on their jiart. 


Projected Faridpur-Bhanga-Madaripur Railway. 

130. Babu BHI8HMADEV DASs Will the Hon’ble the Minister in 
charge of the Department of public Works be pleased to state what pro- 
gress has been made in the project of the Faridpur-Bhanga-Madaripur 
Railway? . 

The Hon’ble the Nawab 8AIYID tIAWAB ALt CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: In May, 1920, the Railway Board sanctioned a traffic 
reconnaissance survey for a broad gauge line between Faridpur and 
Barisal via Bhanga. 

The local Government have no further information in this matter. 

Railway between Faridpur and Barisal or Jessore. 

131. Dr. ilATINDRA NATH MOITRA: {a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Public Works kindly state 
whether there have been any projects before Government for construct- 
ing a railway connecting the district of Faridpur with the district of Bari- 
sal or Jessore, in recent years? 

(5) If so, what has been the final decision of the Government on 
these projects P 

The Hon’ble the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, Khan 
Bahadur: (a) and (S) In the year 1919 a project for a broad gauge line 
to connect Faridpur with Jessore was laid before the local Government 
for consideration, by the Railway Board. The reasons for abandoning the 
project, for the present, have been given in a press communique issued 
by the Government on the 3rd March, 1920, to which the attention of the 
member is invited. 

In regard to a railway connection between Faridpur and Barisal, the 
Railway Board sanctioned in May, 1920, a traffic reconnaissance survey 
for a broad gauge line vid Bhanga. . 

The local Government have no further information in this, matter. 

Expenditure for the upkeep of experimental farms. 

132. Rai JOCENDRA GHUHOER CIMSB Bahadur: {a) Will the 
Hon’ble the M^ister in charge of the JQ^partment of Agriculture and 
Industries be pleased to state what amount of money has been spent during 
the last three years on the upkeep of the experimental farms and liow 
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much of that money has been realised by the sale of the produce of tiie 
said farms P 

(6) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to say whether the 
Government are considering the desirability of inquiring into the causes 
of the loss, if any, with a view to reducing it consistently with the 
demand of a scientific investigation? 

(c) Are the Government considering the necessity of establishing, 
one or two agricultural farms on business lines to demonstrate that agri- 
culture on advanced modern methods can be carried on at a profit? 

The Hoffi’ble the Nawab SAfYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI; 
Khan Bahadur; (a) The member is referred to the reply to ([uestion 
No. 112(d) asked by Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur at the Council 
meeting of the 1st April, 1921, for information relating to the years 
1918-1& and 1919-20. The receipts and expenditure for 1920 amount 
to Rs. 62,5(X> and Rs. 2,30,437-9-5 respectively. 

(b) These farms are purely experimental, but expenses are kept 

down as much as possible consistently with maintaining the efficiency 
of scientific investigation, which" is necessarily costly and not directly 
profitable. ^ 

(c) Yes. This matter is receiving consideration. 

Arrangement for holding charge during recess period of Settlement 

Department. 

133. Mauivi RAFI U.DDIN AHMED; (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Department of Revenue (Land Revenue) be 
pleased to state the reasons why during the absence on leave of the settle- 
ment officers their assistants, while being allowed to hold charge of their 
posts, are not shown as' officiating for them? 

(h) If there is no necessity for officiating men during the recess 
period, are the Government considering the desirability of reverting all 
settlement officers to the general department during that period P 

The Hcn’blo the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN; (a) The appointment of of settlement officer is ordinarily 
filled by an officer who would otherwise be entitled to an appointment as 
Magistrate-Collector. A junior officer of the Indian Civil Service or of 
the Bengal Civil Service cannot therefore officiate as settlement officer. 

(5) It is necessary that some officer should be in charge of the rou- 
tine duties of the settlement officer when he is absent on leave. 

Aodit fees levied from eo-operative soeieties. 

134. Kuniar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: (a) WiU the 

Hon’ble the Minister in oharge of the Department of Agriculture and 
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Industries be pleased to state whether the audit fees levied from the 
co-operative societies are accounted for on the receipts side of the 
current Budget estimate? 

(6) If so, what is the amount of such receipts? 

• (c) What is the amount of salaries and allowaii^ces paid to the 
auditors during the last two financial years ; and what amount has been 
credited to the Government during the period, as audit fees levied from 
the co-operative societies? 

(d) What is the principle on which audit fees are levied from the 
co-opevati ve sot- ic ties? 

The Hon’ble the Nawab 8AIYID MAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: (a) The receipts on account of audit fees levied from 
co-operative societies are included iQ thp estiipate under the head “Fees 
for Government audits ” in the XXXV — Miscellaneous Budget for 
1921-22. 

(h) The estimated receipts for fees for audit of co-operative societ- 
ies for 1921-22 are Rs. 66,000. c, 

(c) A statement is laid on the table. 

(d) The principle is laid down in notification No. 1379T. — dated 
the 22nd September, 1917, a copy of which is laid on the library table. 


Statement referred to in the reply to unstarred question No. 134 (o) 
showing ihe re<eipts on account of audit fees ievied from co-operative 
societies and the expenditure incurred on account of pay and allow- 
ances of auditors and their peons during the years 1919-20 and 
1920-21. 


Tear. 

1 

Beoeipta from 
audit fees. 

Expenditure on account or-> 

Remarks. 

, Pay and attow* 
anceaof 
auditon. 

Pay of peoDS. 

TrarelllDg 
allowaitce of 
peons and 
auditors. 

1 

3 

8 

4 

8 

6 

1919- 2U ... 

1920- 21 ... 

Rs. 

45,768 

61.571 

Rs. 

. 26,156 

34,030 

c 

3,360 

4,660 

Bs. 

16,800 

23,900 

The figures in 
column 5 are 
Approximate. No 
separate account 
of travelling 

allowance of 

auditors and their 
peons is kept. 
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Scarcity of rice and other food-grains. 

136. Babu 8URENDRA NARAYAN 8INHA: Will the Hon’ble 
the Member in charge of the Department of Commerce be pleased to state 
what steps, if any, Government are going to adopt to cope with the situa- 
tion arising out o| the apprehended scarcity of rice and other food-grains 
caused by export in certain districts of Bengal? 

The Hon’blo Mr. KERR. Government are not aware of any apprehen- 
ded scarcity of rice or other food-grains due to export in any district of 
Bengal. 


Pensioners and enhanced rate of pensions. 

136. Mr. H. A. 8TA||K; Will the Hon’ble the Member in charge 
of the Department of Finance be pleased to^state-r- 

(^7 how many persons drawing superannuation dvil pensions from 
the Bengal Government were on the 3l8t March, 1921, in 
receipt of pensions enhanced under resolution No. 1085 E. A., 
dated Delhi, the 15th November, 1919, by the Government 
of India in the Financial Department ; 

(u) how many persons drawing superannuation civil pensions from 
the Government of Bengal were on the 31st March, 1921, in 
receipt of pensions enhanced under resolution of the Govern- 
ment of India in the Financial Departfhent, No.. 55 C. 8. 
dated the 14th January, 1921; 

(Hi) how many persons drawing superannuation civil pensions from 
the Government of Bengal on the 31st March, 1921, were ex- 
cluded from the operation of the resolutions cited in (i) and 
(ii) above ; 

(iv) what was the total amount paid to each of the above groups of 
pensioners in April, 1921, for March, 1921 P 

The Hon’ble Mr. KERR: (i) The number is 71. 

(ii) The number is 139. But this figure is not complete as there is 
still a considerable number of cases ifhder inquiry. 

(Hi) (a) The number ia^ 34. 

(5) The number is 2,026. The remark above applies to this figure 

also* 

(iv) (a) The total amount of pensions peid is Rs. 31,641-1-11. 

(b) The total amount of pensions paid is Bs. 3,814-2. The figures 
under (b) will be fuHher enhanced when the cases under inquiry are 
settled and the full effect of the increase appears in the accounts. 


1 
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Famine, in Khulna. 

137. Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUOHURI: (a) Is the Hon’ble 
the Member in charge of the Departnaent of Revenue (Land Revenue), 
aware that there has been severe scarohsy and acute distress in most of 
the villages in thanas Paikgacha, Kaliganj, Asasuni, Shyamnagar and 
Magura in the district of Khulna P 

(6) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state what steps, 
if any, the Government propose to take to mitigate the hardship and 
distress P 

(c) Has the attention of the Government been drawn to the appeal 
over the signature of Sir P. C. Roy published in the newspapers P 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: (a) (h) and (c) The member is referred to the com- 

viunique recently published", which gives the answers to his questions. 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: As regards the steps 
Government is said to have taken^to mitigate the distifess in Khulna, as 
published in the communique, will the Government be pleased to state 
what amojint has actually been granted ? 

The Hofi’ble the MAHARAilADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 

BURDWAN: If the member had read the communique, with a little 
more care he would have foxind his question already answered there. 
The communique distinctly states the amount sanctioned to mitigate the 
distress in Khulna. 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI 9 Will the Hon’ble the 
Member be pleased to state the exact amount P 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 

BURDWAN: Rs. 32,000, and Rs. 1,000 for the purchase of cloth. 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: Will the Hon’ble the 
Member be pleased to state whether the latter amount is sufficient for the 
puri>ose for which it is intended P 

The PRESIDENT: The question is in the nature of a request for an 
expression of opinion. I disallow it. 

R«port of the Ministerial Oflloori* talaiy Oommittse. 

138. Babu 8URENDRA. NARAYAN SINHA: Will the Hou*ble 
the Member . in charge of the Department of Finance he pleas^ to 
state-^ 

(t) whether the Commiseionere appointed to consider ihe ().imBtio& 
of salary of the ministerial officers have sidnxdtted 4heir 
report ; ’ . ’ ; 
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(it) whether the rejiort ie unanimous; 

(tit) when the report will be published for the general information 
of the public; and 

(iv) what is the lowest scale of salioy they have recommended and 
what scale the Governm^t propose to accept? 

The Hon’ble Mr. KERR: <t) Yes. 

(it) No. 

(m) The report will be laid on the table during the present session. 
It is not clear to what class of employees the member refers. 
If it is to ministerial officers, the minimum salary proposed by the Com- 
mittee for such, on confirmation, is Rs. 40 per mensem. Government's 
proposals are at present under consideration. 


Cotton growing in Bengal. 

139. Babu JATI NORA HATH BA8U: (a) Will the Hon’ ble 
the Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries 
be pleased to state what steps have been taken to promote the growth 
of cot ten ill the province, especially since , January last? 

(6) Have the Government any statistics by which they can say, as 
a matter of fact, what are the classes of cotton that by experience liave 
been found to be capable of being grown profitably? 

(c) Will the Hoii’ble the Minister be pleased to state whether the 
Govel^iment are considering the desirability of publishing in a popular 
form in the vernacular the informatio'n available to them in tha matter? 

The Hon*blethe Naweb 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: (a) and (b) The member is referred to the reply 
given to question No. SS asked, by Babu Indu Bhushan Dutta at the 
Council meeting of the 7th February, 1921. A bulletin on the history 
of cotton experiments in Bengal has since been published and instnic- 
tions have been issued to Agricultural Officers to encourage growing 
of cotton, as single bushes or hedges on raised land close to the home- 
steads of the cultivators. Cotton seed has also been supplied where 
wanted. 

Tree cotton^ such as Bourbon, or long staple varieties, such as Gam- 
hpdia, Dharwar or Buri, n*ay possibly give satisfactory results when 
giown under the aliove oon^ttions. 

(c) Steps ai*e being taken to issue a vernacular edition of the bulletin 
published in English recently. 

Improvemeffit uf euttle braeding. 

140. Bubu dATINDRA NATH BABU: Will the Hon’Ue the Min* 
ister in charge of the Dcqwrtmeut of Agriculture and Xnduetrios be 

II 
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pleased to state what steps, if any, have been taken especially since 
Jauiiiuy last to improve the breed and number of cattle in the iirovincoP 

The Hon’ble the Nawab SAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: It has been decided at the conference of the Department 
of Agriculture and Industries held in April last that a cattle-breeding 
section should be established in every district, combined with the dis- 
trict farms, as funds and local conditions permit. A scheme is being 
worked out in consultation with the officers of the Agricultural Depart- 
ment, and a start will be made by utilizing the cross-bred bulls which 
will shortly be available at the Bangpur Cattle Farm. 

ciBasudeva Mandir” in village Utter Shabazpur in BakarganJ. 

141. Babu NIBARAN CHANDRA DAS GUPTA: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Education be 
pleased to state whether he is aware of the fact that the ancient temple, 
popularly known as ^^Basudeva Mandir,^’ in village Utter Shabaz- 
pur, within the jurisdiction of thana Meheiidigaiij, in the district of 
Bakarganj, is in. a state of disrepair ahd neglect? 

(b) Are the Gevernment considering the desirability of bringing the 
temple under the operation of the Ancient Monuments Preservation Act, 
and to take steps for its preservation and repair? 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. G. MITTER: (a) No. 

(b) The Superintendent, ArchaBological Survey, Eastern Circle, will 
visit the place shortly and submit a report on the advisability of bringing 
the temple under the operations of the Ancient Monuments Preserva- 
tion Act and taking steps for its preservation. 


Public Works Department subdivisions and Zilla Sohool buildings at 

Burdwan. 

142. Raja MANILOLL SINGH ROY; (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Public Works be pleased to 
state — 

(i) how many subdi visional officers, Public Works Department, 
are posted to the district of Burdwan ; 

(u) in what other districts of Bengal are there more than one sub- 
divisional officer; 

<iii) what was Ihe establishment cost of the Government when the 
whole work was entrusted to the district board of Bunlwan 
and what is the cost now ; and 

(iv) what are the special reason^ for estaldisiiing so many subdi- 
risions, Public Works Departnieht, at Burdwan? > 
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(b) Tfl it a fact that ihe money sanctioned for the construction by the 
Public Works Department of the Zilla- School and attached building^s at 
Burdwan was allowed to lapse last yearP 

(c) If so, will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state reasons 
for itP 

The Hon’blethe Nawib sAiYID' NAWAB ALI GHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: (a) (?) Three. 

. {ii) (i) 24-Parganas« (2) Jalpaiguri, (iJ) Darjeeling, (4) Bajshahi, 
(S) Dacca, (6) Mymensingh, (7) Faridpur, (S) Midnapore. 

(Hi) Rupees 9,743 was the pverage cost of establishment for live 
years when Public Works Department work was entrusted to the Dis- 
trict Board. This represents 15 per cent, of the expenditure on works 
and repairs. The present cost of establishment, taking an average of 
the past five years, is Rs. 25,169, which works out to 12 per cent, on 
the cost of works and repairs executed by the establishment maintained 
by Government. 

(tv) (t) Increased work. 

(ii) Efficient supervision and execution of» the large amount of work 
administratively sanctioned in December, 1919. 

A temporary construction subdivision was formed to cope with works 
amounting to Rs. 7,54,000 and the continuance of this subdivision for 
two years from December, 1919, was sanctioned. The qtiestion of con- 
tinuing or abolishing this subdivision will be examined in December, 
1921. 

(6) The allotment for the Zilla School for 1920-21 was Rs. 75,000 
and the expenditure was Rs, 74,727. 

(c) The question does no.t arise in view of the reply to (b). 

Distress in oertain villages in Kandi. 

143. Babu 8URENDRA NARAYAN 8INHA: (r^) Will the Hon’ble 
the Member in charge of the Department of Irngation be pleased to 
state whether the Government are aware that the people of the villages 
of Hatisala, Sundarpur, Belgram, Phupra, Tagra, Satitara, Ballavpur, 
lajan and other adjoining villages have been suffering from much 
trouble, hardship and damage from the effects of flood? 

(5) If so, what measures, if any, are the Government taking to 
relieva the people of these villages situated in the subdivision of Eandi 
in the district of MurshidabadP . 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN8 (a) The Government ere aware thnt oume damage to 
crops and hardship to the people o< villages Hatisala, Sundarpur, etc., 
in Eandi subdivision, is entailed as a result of flooding from the spill 
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of the Mourakhi river, mainly through breaches in the zamindari 
embankments, which are not maintained properly. 

(b) Government do not propose to take any action as the work of 
repairng the breaches should devolve on the zamindars concerned. 


Improvement of food-grains and other agricultural produce. 

144. Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries be 
pleased to state what practical steps, if any, and with what results, 
have been taken by the Agricultural Department, for the improvement 
of food-grains and other agricultural produce of Bengal (except the 
introduction ot Kakya Bomhai jute and Jndrasail paddy) during the last 
iive yeaisP 

The Hon’ble the Nawab 8AIYID HAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: The member is referred to the annual reports of this 
Department for those years. It will be observed that a considerable 
amount of valuable work, which has already led to definite results, has 
been done on the following among other crops in addition to Kakya 
Bomhai jute and Indrasail paddy: — 

(J) aii^x^ddy; 

(2) potatoes; 

(J) sugarcane; 

(4) ground-nuts; and 

(5) tobacco. 
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Suppiwietitury stattmenti with irtference to the atuwers given by 
Mr. Harnell to unstarred question Noi^ee. ( 6 ) asked by Babu Indu 
Bhushan Dutta at the meeting of the Bengal Ltgislative Council 
Isold on the 14th March, 1921. 


Applloatlons roi> i»«OMrrlii< grants from high aohoola 
( for boya). 1900.91. 


Serial 

No. 

Namvs of Schools. 

Amount of 
« grant 
applied for. 

How diaposed of. 


Presidency Division. 

Rs. 


1 

Town Sripur 

• 

100 

The applicdition is recommended by 
the District Magistrate, but for 
want of funds no grant has been 
sanctioned. 

2 

Narail Subdivisional 

150 

Ditto ditto. 

3 

Alaiiidanga ... ••• 

200 

Ditto ditto. 

4 

Sarangabad ••• ••• 

125 

For want of funds the District 
Magistrate has not been con- 
sulted. 

5 

Scottish- Churchea Col- 
legiate. 

500 

An application in the proper form 
has been called for. 

6 

Jungle Badhal 

150(ab(<ut) 

The District Magistrate is not in 
favour of giving a grant unless it 
is amalgamated with the Boandia 
High Bnglish School. 

7 

Dhandia Union 

100 

Grant sanctioned. 

8 

Goalmuth 

100 

The District Magistrate has not been 
consulted for want of funds. 

9 

Memnagar 

1 

100 

Recommended by the District Magis- 
trate, but no funds are available. 

i(r 

St. PaiiPs Aided 

60 (addL) 

The Secretary has been requested to 
submit an application showing the 
necessary particulars. 

" 11 

St. John's Aided ••• 

176 „ 

The application is under considera- 
tion, but there are no funds. 

12 

Gulhatia ••• ••• 

180 

Grant sanctioned. 

13 

Salar £klwar3 Aided 

120(addl.) 

Sanctioned Rs. 20 a month only for 
tlie present for want of funds. 
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Serial | 
No. 

Namrbof Schools. 

Amount of 
grant 

applied for. | 

How dispusad of. 


Pbbsidency Division- 
concUl. 

- 

Rs. 



14 

Sljgrain Aided 

• •• 

120 (addl.) 

i 

Sanctioned Rs. 50 a month only for 
the present for want of funds. 

15 

Arbelia Aided 

• •• 

Amount 

stated. 

not 

The grant is not sanctioned for want 
of funds. 

16 

Nalta Aided 


55 (addl.) 

Sanctioned Rs. 40 a month only for 
want of funds. 

17 

Krishnath Collegiate 

(Aided). 

Amount 

stated. 

not 

Not sanctioned for want of fiiridb. 

18 

Kagraiii Aided 

• ee 

69 (addl.) 

Ditto ditto. 

19 

Paigram Kaaba 

... 

100 

It 

Sanctioned Rs. 15 a month ojily for 
want of funds. 

20 

Beldanga Aided 


100 


Not sanctioned for want of funds. 

21 

Jagabaridhu Institution 

... 

150 


Ditto ditto. 

22 

Ghakdah Aided 


20 

n 

Ditto ditto. 

23 

Mahespur Aided 

... 

15 

11 

Ditto ditto. 

24 

Baruipur Aided 

eee 

Amount 

stated. 

not 

Ditto ditto. 

25 

Hatuganj Aided 

• •• 

65 (addl.) 

Ditto ditto. 

26 

Uajibpiir Aided 

• •• 

45 


Sanctioned Rs. 20 a month only for 
want of funds. 

27 

Gosain-Diirgapur 

• •e 

45 


Not sanctioned for want of funds 

28 

Bahani Aided 


70 

• »♦ 

Ditto ditto. 

29 

Narail Victoria Collegiate 

50 

11 j 

Ditto ditto. 

30 

I Bongaon Aided 

••p 

40 

»» 

Ditto ditto. 

31 

Dumpol Aided 

m ee 

30 

11 

Ditto ditto. 

32 

Ehagra L. M. S 

••• 

135 


Sanctioned. 

33 

Meherpur Aide<i 

••• 

150 

11 

Not sanctioned for want of funds. 

j 

34 

1 dridbar-Bansidhar Aided i 

60 

11 

Ditto ditto. 

3^ 

I 
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Nahbs or SCHOOLS. 



Bubdwan Division. 
Purbasthali 
Asnnsol, E. I. Ry. 
Dishergarh ... 

Patuli ••• 

Ikra 

Okcrsa 
Rayna 
Badla 
Bhuita , 


Rauiganj ... 
Ramgopalpur 

Nasegraui ... ••• 

Rainpiirhat Union ••• 
Bolpur 

Nalliati ••• ... 

Rainpurbat 

Suri B. M. Institution ... 
Hetampore Raj 
Viabnnpur ... 

Bankura Hindu 
Kotalpur 
Kuobiakole ... 

Rajgram ... ••• 

Kttcbkuohia ••• ••• 



Amount of 

How ditiposed of. 

applied for. 

Rs. 

100 Rs. 50 sanctioned. 

475 Sanctioned. 

100 Rs. 65 sanctioned. 

50 Rs. 30 sanctioned. 

400 Grant refused as the school author- 

ities did not comply with the 
rules. 

155 Sanctioned. 

60 Ditto. 

50 Ditto. 

75* This is an application for an in- 

creased grant, which was not 
entertained. 

200 Sanctioned. 

lOO Under correspondence. 

108 Rs. 68 sanctioned. 

• ♦ 

150 Under correspondence. 

200 Rs> 184 sanctioned. 

160 Hs- 100 sanctioned. 

200 Rs. 120 sanctioned. 

125 Sanctioned. 

200 Under corre-spondence. 

' 175 Rs.*l49 sanctioned. 

175 Rs. 150 sanctioned. 

135 Rs. 105 sanctioned. 

75 Rs. 50 sanctioned. 

125 Not entertained. 

175 Rs. 166 sanctioned. 

Ud Im SDmetioM 
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Serial 

No. 

Names OF Schools. 

Amount of 
grant 

applied for. 

How dispusBd of. 


Pbesidbncy Division- 
eoncUL 

- 

Bs. 



14 

Sijgram Aided 

... 

120 (addl.) 

Sanctioned Rs. 50 a month only for 
tbe present for want of funds. 

16 

Arbelia Aided 

... 

Amount 

stated. 

not 

The grant is not sanctioned for want 
of funds. 

16 

Nalta Aided 

... 

55 (addl.) 

Sanctioned Rs. 40 a month onl}' for 
want of funds. 

17 

Krishnalh Collegiate 

(Aided). 

Amount 

stated. 

not 

Not sanctioned for want of funds. 

18 

Kagram Aided 


69 (addl.) 

Ditto ditto. 

19 

Paigram Kasba 

• •e 

100 


Sanctioned Rs. 15 a month only for 
want of funds. 

20 

Beldanga Aided 

• •e 

100 

»» 

Not sanctioned for want of funds. 

21 

Jagabandhu Institution 

• ae 

160 


Ditto ditto. 

22 

Chakdah Aided 

• »e 

20 


Ditto ditto. 

23 

Mabespur Aided 


16 


Ditto ditto. 

24* 

Daruipur Aided 

eee 

Amount not 
stated. 

Ditto ditto. 

25 

Hatiigaiij Aided 


66 (addl.) 

Ditto ditto. 

26 

Rajibpur Aided 

• •• 

45 


Sanctioned Rs. 20 a month only for 
want of funds. 

27 

Gosain^Dnrgapiir 


45 

*» 

Not sanctioned for want of funds. 

28 

Bahani Aided 

... 

70 


Ditto ditto. 

29 

Narail Viotoria Collegiate 

50 

If 

Ditto ditto. 

30 

Bongaon Aided 

... 

40 

fi 

Ditto ditto. 

31 

Du m pot Aided 

• •• 

30 

fi 

Ditto ditto. 

32 

Khagra L. M. S 

««e 

1S6 

11 

Sanctioned. 

33 

Ueherpor Aided 

... 

150 

If 

Not sanctioned for want of funds. 

t 

34 

Bridbar-Bansidbar Aided 

60 

11 

Ditto ditto. 

35 

Shikarpiir Aided 

... 

60 

ft 

Ditto ditto. ^ 
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Serial 

No. 

Names of schools. 

Amount of 
grant 

applied for. 

How disposed of. 


Bubdwan Division. 

Rs. 



26 

Purbasthali 

100 

Rs. 50 sanctioned. 


37 

AsadboI, E. I. Ry. 

475 

Sanctioned. 


38 

Dishorgarli ... 

100 

Rs. 65 sanctioned. 


39 

Patuli 

50 

Rs. 30 sanctioned. 


40 

Ikra ... ... 

400 

Grant refused as the school author- 
ities did not comply with the 
rules. 

41 

Okorsa 

155 

Sanctioned. 


42 

Rayna 

60 

Ditto. 


43 

Badla ••• 

60 

Ditto. 


44 

BHaita . ••• ••• 

75- 

This is an application for an 
creased grant, which was 
entertained. 

in- 

not 

45 

Raoiganj 

200 

Sanctioned. 


46 

Ramgopalpur 

100 

Under correspoudenee. 


47 

Nasegraiu 

108 

• ♦ 

Rs. 68 sanctioned. 


48 

Rampurliat Union 

150 

Under correspondence. 


49 

Bolpur 

200 

Rs. 134 sanctioned. 


50 

Nalliati 

160 { 

Rs. 100 sanctioned. 


51 

Rampurliat 

200 

Rs. 120 sanctioned. 


52 

Suri B. M. Institution ... 

126 

Sanctioned. 


53 

Hetampore Raj 

200 

Under corre.spondence. 


54 

Yisliniipur ... 

175 

R8.149 sanctioned. 


55 

Bankura Hindu 

176 

Rs. 150 sanctioned. 


56 

Kotalpur 

135 

Rs. 105 sanctioned. 


67" 

Kucbiakole ... 

76 

Rs. 50 sanctioned. 


58 

Rajgram 

125 

Not entertained. 

1 


69 

Kuchknohta ••• ••• 

175 

Rs. 166 sanctioned. 


60 

8on||||Uikhi -• - - ••• 

140 

Re. 80 sanctioned. 
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Serial 

No. 

Names op schools. 

Amount of 
grant 

applied for. 

1 

Hew disposed of. 


Durdwan Division— 
contd. 


Ra. 


61 

Garbeta 

... 

229 

Rs. 85 saiictioned. 

62 

Pifigla 

... 

156 

Under correspondence 

63 

C.oiitai 


457 

Rs. 150 sanctioned. 

64 

Do Model 

... 

150 

No grant was sanctioned as the 
conditions laid down in the rules 
were not complied with. 

65 

Kharagpur ... 

• •• 

1,100 

Rs. 771 sanctioned. 

66 

Chandrakona 

• •• 

100 

Sanctioned 

67 

Jara ... * 


115 

Rs. 50 sanctioned. 

68 

Tamliik ••• 

... 

200 

Rs. 105 sanctioned.^ 

69 

Ghutnl 

• ee 

150 

Ks. 140 sanctioned. 

70 

Irpliala 

• •• 

162 

Rs. 70 sanctioned. 

71 

Midiinpore Collegiate 

• •• 

700 

Rs. 654 sanctioned. 

72 

Chiiisura U. F. C. 

... 

200 

Sanctioned. 

73 

Seram pure Collegiate 

#«• 

350 

Rs. 300 sanctioned. 

74 

Konnagar 

... 

190 

Rs. 113 sanctioned. 

76 

Kaikala 

... 

80 

Under correspondence. 

76 

Bhaiidarhati 


130 

Rs. 90 sanctioned. 

77 

Chatra N. L. Inatitution 

... 

1 147 

1 

Rs. 140 sanctioned. 

78 

Bajbalhat 


126 

Application not entertained. 

79 

Arambagh 

mmrn 

169 

Sanctioned. 

80 

Bhaatara 

• ee 

100 

Rs. 60 sanctioned. 

81 

Somra 

... 

76 

Sanctioned. 

82 

Bagati 


80 

Rs. 70 sanctibned. 

83 

Balagarh 

mmm 

100 

Rs. 75 sanctioned. 

84 

g 

1 

• 

• 

• 

• •• 

160 

Under correspondence. 

85 

Qarbhowaaipor 

• •• 

160 

Rs. ISO sanctioniad* 
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Serial 

No. 

Namks of schools. 

Amount of 
grant 

applied for. 

How disposed of. 


Bubdwan Division— 
eondd. 

Rs. 

- 

86 

Bally R. T. ... 

I 260 

Ra. 130 sanctioned. 

87 

Maju 

150 

Ub. 135 sanctioned. 

88 

Jagatballavpiir 

125 

Rs. 75 sanctioned. 

89 

Chaltakhali ... 

la50 

Rs. 70 sanctioned. 

90 

Baliili ... ••• 

150 

Rs. 105 sanctioned. 

91 

Miigkalyan ... 

111 

Sanctioned. 

92 

Narit 

60 

Rs. 40 sanctioned. 

93 

Jhapardah ... 

150 

Rs. 70 sanctioned. 

94 

Jhimkra ... ••• 

100 

t 

Rs. 50 sanctioned. 

95 

Rashpnr 

100 

Under correspondenco 

96 

Patiitras ... 

50 

Ditto. 

97 

Amta ... ... 

145 

IRs. 96 sanctioned. 


Dacca Division. 



98 

Mirpur Siddhanta ••• 

150 

Not sanctioned. 

99 

Sojiakanda B. M. InHtitu> 
tion. * 

200 

Rs. 100 sanctioned. 

100 

Adiabad iHlamia 

75 (addl.) 

Rs. 40 sanctioned. 

101 

Raipura R. K. R. M. 

200 

Not sanctioned. 

102 

Paikpara Uriiori Institution 

too 

Sanctioned. 

108 

Kaligatij R. R. N. 

25 (addl ) 

Not sanctioned. 

104 

Chaodipeaa ... 

150 

Ditto. 

105 

Ghoagaoii 

150 

Ditto. 

106 

Jatia ••• 

150 

Rs. 100 sanctioned. 

♦ 

107 

Kamhari B. N. 

100 

Not sanctioned. 

108 

Taogail B. B 

150 (addl.) 

Rs. 100 sanctioDed. 

109 

Ketrakona lalaoiia 

, 100 

Sanctioned. 

110 

Kendua Spry lustitution 

50(addl.) 

Ra. 30 sanctioned. 
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Serial 

No. 

Names of Schools. 

Amount of 
grant 

applied for. 

How disposed .of. 


Daooa Division — eoneltL 

Bb. 



Ill 

Purbodhala ... ••• 

100 

Not sanctioned. 


112 

Kishorcganj Azimuddin ... 

1.50 

Bs. 100 sanctioned. 


113 

Baisrasi 

200 

Not sanctioned. 


114 


1200 

Bs. 100 sanctioned. 


115 

Cliikandi ••• 

150 

Bs. 100 sanctioned. 


116 

-Gopalgauj M. N. Inbtitu- 
tion. 

90 (adill.) 

Not sanctioned. 


117 

Kalia B* B* ••• 

A suitable 
amount. 

Ditto. 


118 

Netrakoiia Dutta 

75 (addl.) 

Bs. 65 sanctioned. 


119 

Clihoygaon ••• 

200 

Not sanctioned. 


120 

Kadamtala Q«0rg6 

150 

Bs. 100 sanctioned. 


121 

Barauadi ••• ••• 

250 

Bs. 100 sanctioned. 


122 1 

Daulatkhan ... 

250 

Not sanctioned. 



Ghittaoono Division. 




123 

KliiJpara 

200 

The grant ceiild not 
for want of funds. 

be sanctioiiecb 

124 

Sirigergaoo ... 

100 

Ditto 

ditto. 

125 

Kadurkhil 

100 

Ditto 

ditto. 

126 

Chittagong ... 

« , 

220 

Bs. 150 sanctioned. 


127 

Hatya Union 

160 

1 

The grant could not be sanctioned 
for want of funds. 

128 

B. K. Jubilee 

50 (addl.) 

Ditto 

ditto. 

129 

ChandpuF H. J« 

225 

Ditto 

ditto. 

130 

' l^eni 

200 J 

Ditto 

’ Ditto*. 

ditto. 

131 

1 Brahmanbaria Annada 

150 

ditto. 

132 


100 

/ Ditto . 

ditto. 1 

138 

Fatikcberi 

75 ' 

, Ditto 

ditto, > 
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Serial 
No. . 

Names or Sohools. 

’ Amount 
of grant 
applied for. 

How disposed of. 

• 

Ghittagoiig Diyibion 


Bs. 



134 

ComilU Yusuf 

• •• 

200 

The grant could not bo sanctioned 
for want of funds. 

136 

Noakhali Jubilee 

• •• 

too 

, Ditto 

ditto. 

136 

Umatara 

... 

200 

Ditto 

ditto. 

137 

Satkawa 

... 

150 

Ditto 

ditto. 

138 

Anwara 

... 

200 

Ditto 

ditto. 

139 

1 Bararaa 


100 

Ditto 

ditto. 

140 

Nabinagore 

... 

150 

Ditto 

ditto. 

141 

Sarail ... 

• e* 

150 

Ditto 

ditto. 

142 

Murad riagcre 

• •• 

100 

♦ 

Ditto 

ditto. 

143 

Comilla Viotoria 

... 

150 

Ditto 

ditto. 

144 

Cheora 

... 

100 

Ditto 

ditto. 

145 

Sonaimiiri 

• •• 

200 

Ditto 

ditto. 

146 

Parya Meah ... 

• •a 

100 

Ditto 

ditto. 

a 

147 

Gliogaliiaiya 

• •• 

100 

Ditto 

ditto. 

148 

♦ 

Degiiingani ... 

... 

200 

Ditto 

ditto. 

149 

Sandwip Cargill 

.4. 

100 

Ditto 

ditto. 

150 

Lakshipnr ... 

... 

100 - 

Ditto 

ditto. 

151 

Rahatali 

... 

150 

Ditto 

ditto. 

152 

Sitakuiid 

• •• 

100 

Ditto 

ditto. 

153 

Hathazari 

• •a 

100 

Ditto 

ditto. 

154 

Mohamuni ..« 

... 

75 

Ditto 

ditto. 

155 

Noapara 

... 

200 

Ditto 

ditto. 

♦ 156 

Shakpara 

... 

200 

Ditto 

ditto. 


BajshabI^Division. 





157 

Naogaon K. D. 

• •a 

225 

Bs. 200 sanctioned. 


158 

Balurgbal 


250 

Sanctioned. 
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Serial 

No. 

Names of Schools. 


, 1 

Amount 
of grant 
applied for. 

' 9 

How disposed of. 


Rajshahi Division 
•^ontd* 


Ra. 


159 

Thakur^n ... 


300 

i 

The Secretary has been asked to 
apply in the prescribed foim. 

160 

Dobiganj ... 


200 

To be sanctioned in 1921*22. 

161 

Gaibandha ... 

• •• 

175 

Sanctioned. 

162 

Ditto iHlamin 

mmrn 

175 

Rs. 140 sanctioned. 

163 

Chak Atiltra 

• • • 

160 

The Subdivisional Officer speaks 
against the school. 

161 

Nilphamari ... 

• •• 

340 

Sanctioned. 

165 

Saidpur 

m a 

200 

Ditto. 

166 

Mahimagati'j 

' 

< •• 

50 

Ditto. 

167 

Sherpur 

• aa 

200 

Rs. 175 sanctioned. 

1 

168 

Soiiatola 

• •• 

175 

e 

Sanctioned. 

169 

Talora 

... 

75 

Rs. 60 sanctioned. 

170 

Naokhila 

... 

50 

1 Sanctioned. 

171 

Kalot 

... 

150 

Rs. 100 sanctioned. 

172 

Sukhanpukur 


200 

Rs. 75 sanctioned. 

173 

Kbanjnnpur ... 

..a 

150 

Sanctioned. 

174 

Slilhal Kakraalii 

... 

200 

• 

Not sanctioned. 

176 

Serajganj B. L. 

... 

.325 

Sanctioned. 

176 

Shahaaadpur 

• •• 

220 

Rs. 200 sanctioned. 

177 

Porjona 

• •• 

176 

Sanctioned. 

178 

Ullapore 


175 

Pitto. 

179 

F. P. lostitution, Jalpai- 
guri. 

200 . 

Noc sanctioned. 

180 

Pabn. B. M. Academy 

• •• 

100 

Sanctioned. 

181 

f ' 

Chowbari Islamta 

aab 

150 (addl.) 

Not sanctioned as the sohool does 



- 

not deserve it. 

m 

Siliguri ••• 

‘•a* 

.200 

Sanotioned. 
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Serial 

No. 

Names of Schools. 

Amount of 
grant 

applied for. 

How disposed of. 


Rajshahi Division— 
concld. 

Rs. 


133 

Bajarampur 

150 

The question of grant will be decided 
after visiting the school. 

184 

Dai|le «i* ••• 

75 

Ditto ditto. 

185 

.tobindlagahj 

< • t' ' 

150 

The school authorities have been 
asked to supply all information 
required under the rules. 

186 

Din.jpur 

! 

1 

300 

The Secretary of the school has been 
informed that no grant can be 
sanctioned before the question is 
discussed with the committee. 

187 

! 

1 ICAi ... ... 

1 . 

200 

No grant could be sanctioned. 

’88 

Alipiir Duar 

. 200 

t 

The case could not be disposed of as 
the application was not properly 
drawn up. 

189 

Kshitiiuoljoii Institution 

138 

The Siibdivisional Officer reports 
that the school is in a very bad 
condition. * 

190 

Chak Bocliai 

200 

No grant could be sanctioned as the 
school was an unrecognised one. 

191 

Tulshighat ... 

150 

The grant was not recommended by 
the District Magistrate. 

192 

Sadullapur ... 

150 

The application has been sent to the 
Distriot Magistrate for opinion. 


illoatlons for reoarrint grants from high sohools 
(for girls), 1080-21. 


Presidenoit Division. 
Brail ino Girls’ 

Rajshahi Division. 
Darjeeltog Mabarani 


As. 

150 (addl.)| The application was returned y ith a 
reply that no funds were available. 

250 (addl.)| Rs. 150 sanctioned. 
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Applioatlons for raplM tfriints from hlih •ohools 
(for boy). l 980 -ai. 


Serial 

No. 

Names of Schools. 

Amouift of 
grant 

applied for. 

Uow disposed of. 


Paesidenoy Division. 

Ra. 


1 

Chakdah Aided (building) 

8,000 

The estimated cost of the project is 
Rs. 8.000. The school authorities 
have been asked to state whether 
they are willing to contribute two. 
thirds of the cost from private 
souroes. 

2 

Anitola ••• ••• 

1,000 

The case cannot be considered unless 
r the school is recognised. 

3 

Rangdia Aided 

8,000 

Under correspondence with the 
Director of Public Health. 

4 

Moheshtola Aided 

6,000 

1 

Under correspondence with the 
Secretary of the school. 

5 

Baairhat Aided ••• 

16,310 

Ditto ditto. 

6 

Gulhatia Aided (building) 

30,000 

Ditto ditto. 

7 

Rannghat Aided (furniture) 

150 

Not sanctioned for want of funds. 

8 

Salor Edward Aided (land 
acquisition)! 

400 

Under coirjspondence with the 
Secretary of the school. 

9 

Ranaghat Aided (play- 
ground). 

4,500 

Not sanctioned for want of funds. 

10 

Khagra L. M. S. Aided ••• 

2,183 

Held up for want of funds. To be 
considered in 1921-22. 

11 

Chakdah Aided (furniture) 

350 

Not sanctioned for want of funds. 

12 

Bahirdia .^dod 

173 

Ditto ditto. 

13 

Harinarayanpiir Aided ... 

136 

Sanctioned. 

14 

Mazilpur Aided 

500 

Not sanctioned for want of funds. ^ 

15 

Jagabandhu Inatitution ... 

300 

Sanctioned. 

16 

Baruipur Aided 

Amount not 
stated. 

Not sanctioned for want of funds, • 

17 

J 

Salar Edward Aided (farni- 
ture). 

100 

Sanctioned. 




mi.] 
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Serial 

N6. 

9 1 

Namsb or Schools. I 

Amount of 
grant 

applied for* 

Hew dbposetl of. 


PBSfllDBNOV PiyiMiON 
-conoid. 

Rh. 

■i 

18 

Goaluuith 

500 

Hanctioned for tlio failuie of tho 
school authorities to comply with 
the rules 

t9 

Gulliatia Aided (fuiiiituie) 

300 

Not sanctiuuod for want of funds 

20 

Toun Sripur 

250 

Sanctioned. 

21 

Nalta Aided 

150 

Not Hanctioned for want of funds 

22 

Galhatia Aided (pla>' 
ground) 

300 

Under coirtspoiidence 

23 

Sn ViHliiidliyuiiaiida 

Saraswati Vidyalaya 

Ainourii not 
Btateil 

Uilto 

24 

Haruh U K B K Hansli 
CliAiidia Inatitiition 

8,675 

Adihtioiial grant Held up foi 
want of funds To bo coosidi recj 
in 1921*22. 

25 

OhuadangA ... 

16,000 

Uiidor coriespundeuto 

26 

Meniiiagar ... 

13,324 

Ditto 

27 

Kagiam ••• 

2,248 

Litio 


Burdwan Division 



28 

Putsuit ... 

7,000 

Under coirespgudcnce 

29 

Daiiilidt (compound wall) 

266 

Sanctioned 

30 

l\iitihat Uoetcl (iMiilding) 

Amount not 
atatod 

Not entei tamed 

31 

Okersa 

165 

Rh. 100 sanctioned 

32 

Asanaol 

2,317 

Under coi respondence 

83 

Rampurliat Union 

500 

Not eutei tamed. 

34 

Sun B. M. liibtitutioD ... 

^ 2,500 

Rs 1 ,500 sanctioned 

36 

Kuotiiakole ... 

38,000 

Not entertained 

*«« 

Palashdanga 

100 

Sanctioned. 

37 

Bankufa Hindu 

10,000 

Under correspondence 

38 1 

K,otalpar 

1,667 

Ditto. 


Contis 

8>47« 

Not entertained 
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QUESTIONS. 


[4tb 


SerUt 

No 

NaMFS of SOHOOfJi 

Amoani 
of grant 
applied for. 

How disposed of* 


Bubdwam UlVIBlOH 
—conckL 


Ra. 


40 

Chandrakona 

• •• 


Not entertained. 

41 

Arambagh ••• 

••• 


Under correspondence. 

42 

Bhaudarbatl 



Not entertained 

43 

Bbastara 



Ditto. 

44. 

Kalkala 


Amount not 
stated. 

Uodei correspondence 

45 

Bajballiat 

... 

5,000 

Ditto. 

46 

Bagati 


600 

Rs. 400 sanctioned 

47 

Janai ••• 

... 

200 

Under coriobpondence. 

48 

Ilaoba-Mondalai (ploy* 

• grouud). 

318 

Sanctioned 

49 

lIsoba^Moiidalai (claas- 

rooms). 

Balance of 
the giant 
of Rs 500. 

Rs 100 sanctioned. 

50 

Guptipara ... 

• aa 


Rs 50 sanctioned 

51 

Berampore Union 

• «• 

Ditto 

Rs. 100 Bsntioned. 

52 

Ditto 

• •• 


Sanctioned. 

53 

Gliinauia U. V.G 

a«a 

4,417 

Under oorrespondenoe 

54 

Anita 



Ditto. 

55 

Bagoau 

a*. 

Amount not 
stated. 

Ditto. 


Daooa Division. 


Rs 


56 

Netrakona Datta 

aaa 

500 

Not sanctioned. 

57 

Idilpur ••• 

• •a 


Sanctioned. 

58 

Lotisingb 


260 

Ditto. 

59 

Bajitpor Bdward 

••• 

266 

Ditto. 

60 

BMthftTmlmtitution »< 

400 

Ditto. 

61 

Baranadi ••• 

■ M 

. 4,000 

Not saoctlooed. 

* 
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,SwiWI^ 

; No. 


Amoiiot 


Kah^ of Schools. 

of grant 
applied for. 

How diapoaedof. 

' ; . 

Chixtagomq Division. 

Rb. 


62 

Faiehabad ... 

1,000 

Rb. 500 sanctioned. 

ea 

Bamoudra ... 

2,500 

Grant could not be sanctioned for 
want of funds. 

64 

Feni 

¥ 

1,522 

Under consideration 

65 

Do, 

750 

Ditto. 

66 

Uathazari ... ... 

500 

Sanctioned. 

67 

Anwara 

500 

Under correspondence. 

68 

Lorwarganj ... 

500 

Rs. 435 sanctioned. 

69 

Dratimaiibaria Annada 

6,000 

The grant could not bo sanctioned 
fur want of funds. 

70 

Bralinianbaria George 

500 

A iiofuinal grant will be made in 
1921-22 to legalise land acquisition 
proceedings. 

71 

Baburliat ... 

500 

The grant could not be sanctioned 
for want of funds. 

72 

Iswarpathsala, Gomilla ... 

100 

Sanctioned. 

73 

Drahraanbaria Aiitiada ... 

744 

Rs. 100 sanotioned. 

74 

Balurhat 

230 

Rs. 75 sanctioned. 

m 

75 

Chittagong 

150 

Rs. 100 sanctioned. 

76 

Chittagong Municipal ... 

100 

Rs. 85 sanctioned. 

77 

Fatikcheri ... 

50 

Sanctioned. 

7*8 

flatliazari 

^ 200 

Rs. 100 sanctioned. 

. 79 

Noapara 

250 

Rs. 75 sanotioned. 

80 

Patya Boliatali 

200 

Rb. 100 sanctioned. 

.81 

Satkania 

150 

Rs. 80 Banctioned. 


Anwara 

115 

Rs. 75 Banctioned. 


BaJSSAEi Ditision , 




Baldpur ... 

600' 

Sanctioned. 


Debig^l .o 

100 

Ditto. 






' i'v.w . ' ^ • 

860 

INtto. 

Jf - '''■>iy 



’ .*, ? j' 




a 
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Serial 

Mo. 

Name of schools. 

Amount' 
of grant 
applied for. 

How disposed of. 

1 

[Iajishahi Division— concW. 

Rs. 


86 

87 

Cliowbari ... ... 

Sherpur 

500 

300 

Mot sanctioned fur want of sufficient 
details. ^ 

Rs. 285 sanctioned. 

88 

Qaibai>dliu Islamia 

600 

Sanctioned. 

80 

• 

Milpbainari ... 

500 

Thero was^o estimate along with 
the letter and it was received too 
late to take any action. 

90 

Potajia ... ' ... 

500 

As the work was taken up without 
the previous sanction of the 
Department, no consideration was 
made. 

91 

Nagharia 

500 

Not sanctioned for want of sufficient 
details. 

92 

Siliguri 

23,000 

The case is being matured. 

98 

94 

Radhaiiagore Mazutudar 
Academy. 

Akrnrmoai ... 

9.000 

5.000 

Ditto. 

Rs. 4,000 sanctioned. 



pitai grant for high sohools 


(for girls), 1920-21. 

! 

Presidency Division. 

lie. 


1 

DioceaaD Collegiate 

10,000 

The application was returned with 
the intimation that funds were not 
available. 

2 

3 

Victoria Institution 

Brahmo Girls,— 

1,00,000 

The application was refused jS 
neither land nor dioney were 
available. 


(a) JiRnd acquisition 

32,200 

Held up for want of funds. The 
> school authorities were told tliat 
Rs. 500 only were^availab^. • 


(6) New building 

(c) Motonbuses 

(4) Furniture 

40,(100 

17,000 

2,000 

The school authorities were uitoro^ 
iliat funds We not available 

The case M pending lor fiintnf 
fiinde. , , . • ' 

Ditto , , ifitt^ ’ ‘ 

' ; 

'■ f' 

Gokhale Memotial 

1,00,000 

llw ebbool aattiot^.', lii# 







i^JLl QUESTIONS. 137 

Siate»ient referred to in the reply to unatarred queaHoH No. It (5) 
tfitad fijf/ Nunutr Shib Shekhareawar Ray at the meeting of the let. 

. , . Amouat 

ITame and nature or coneticncney. Namee of candidatea. of election 

e^rpenaes. 

Rs.*A. P. 

Calcutta North (Non-Muham- 
madan^ Urban ... ... Babu Jatindra Nath Busu ... r)12 14 0 

Calcutta North-West (Noii-Miihain- 

tnadan), Urban ... ... Mr. Satish Kanjan Das ... 3,874 12 0 

Kumar Kajeiidra Nnrairi Roy ... 2,059 1 0 

Calcutta East (Non-Muhammadan), 

Urban ... ... Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur 1,933 15 6 

Lt.'Col. 8. P. Sarbadhikai’i ... 1,339 11 6 

Calcutta North Central (Non- 

Muhaiiimadan), Urban ... Or. Haridhone Diitt, Rai Baliadur 595 1 3 

Mr. D. N. Dutt ... ... 18 8 0 

he 

Calcutta South Central (Non- * * 

Muhammadan), Urban ... Babu Aswini Kumar Banarji ... 2.33 6 0 

Capt. Jitendra Nath Banarji ... 271 13 0 

Mr. D. J. Cohen ... 233 14 0 

Lt. G. Sarkar ... ... 489 14 0 

Calcutta South (Nou-Muhammadan), 

Urban ••• Babu Surondra Nath Mallik ... 667 7 U 

„ Cliaru Chandra Bis wan ... 3 3 0 

Hooghly Municipal vNou-Muhaiii- 

inadan), Urban ... . ... Rai Malieiidra Ch. Mitra Bahadur 403 6 0 

„ Malieiidra Oh. Lahiri Bahadur 84 1 1 9 

Howrah Municipal (Noii«Muhaiu- 

madan), Uiban ... ... Babu Nityadhan Mukharji .... 2 6 0 

24-?argaRaa Municipai North (Non- 

Muhammadan), Urban ..<* Sir Sureudra Nath Baiiarji, Kt. 116 5 6 

24-Parganaff Municipal South (Noii- 

Muhammadan), Urban ... Rai Jatindra Nath Cliaudhuri ... 5,625 1 0 

^ Babu Siirendra Nath Roy ... 3,723 1 4 6 

-Dacca City. (Non-Muharomwlan), ' 

Urhafei Rm Peary Lai Oaa Bahadur ... 87 10 0 

Babu Dbirendra Cfhandra Roy 27 12 6 

„ Sarat ^ Cliftdra Chakra* 

▼arti ... . I 0 0 

Debendra ^ Kumar alku 

Debendra.Nat^ Das > NU. 

Akhtoy Kumar Baaaft ^r»a" 




Maine and nature of copstitaenoy. 

Mamet of caudidaies. 

. Amoofit 
of eleetion. 



expenses. 



Ba. A. V. 

Burdxvan (Non-Mubammailan), Bural 

Bai Nalinaksba Basn Bahadur 

306 tSi 3 


Babu Lata Biliari Bose ... 

271 14 0 


„ Amnlya Cliaiidra Mitra ... 

8 2 6 


Baja Mani Lai Singh Boy 

201 0 Q 


Babu Hemondra Nath Sen 

1,136 14 0 


Biirbhiim (Kon-Muliainmadaii), Rural Raja Satya Niranjan Chakravarti 5,637 .7 7} 

„ Mahendra Narayan Chau- 

dhuri ... ‘ ... 538 9 3 

Rai Abiiiash Ch. Bandopadhaya 

Bahadur ••• 3,534 9 3 

Babu Nabin Chandra Baiido- 

padhaya • •• 9 0 0 

„ Nirmal Shib Bando- 

padhaya ... ... 44 7 . 0 

„ Debraj Mukliopadhaya ... Not furnished. 

„ Gharu Chandra Singha ... Ditto. 

„ Binoy Krishna Mukho- 

padhaya ••• ••• 3,730 3 3 

Lala Mritunjoy Lai ... 128 3 0 

Bai Rajani Bhusan Miiklio- ^ 

padliaya Bahadur ... Nil. 


Bankura West (Non-Muliaimnadati), • / 

BUral ... ••• '3fr. A. C. Dutt ... ... 45 0 0 

Babu Rishiiidra Nath Sarkar ... 650 4 9' 

„ 8. L. Dutt ... ... 36 2 9 

„ Jagabandhu Singh Chau- 

dhuri ... ... 129 10 3 

„ Baidyanath Miikharji Not furnielked. 
Bibhuti Bhusan Ohose Ditto. - 

Bankura East (Non-Muhonimodap), 

Rural ... ... l£r. A. 0. Dutt ... ... 701 0 

Babu Btshiudra Nath Sarkar ... 154 14 6 

„ Bholanath Bbattacliarya ... 72 Q 0 

^ Gagau Bihari Qbo|M» ... >23 14 

Midiiap<ire North X^on-Muham-' 

nladan), Rural ... ... Raja Narendra Lai Khan ... 2,9lS S O' 

Babu Badha Naib Pati < 65' ' fk 

Mtdnappre South (Non*Mohani« , 

madan), Rural ... '■ ••• Baba Sarat Cbaodr^^Jaua ... 

„ Sarat OUaiidrft Miikho- , ? 

, “pailbaii;. _ , 
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KittM avil nature of conatitaency. 

Kames of candidaiea."* ^ 


Amount 
of election 
exs>0aBes. 




Rs. A. K 

MMnapore South (Noii-Muham- 
mjidan), Btiral 

Bahu Asoka Chandra Dutt 


885 13 0 


„ Narondra Nath Bo^o 

... 

65 10 3 


. * Bipin Bihari Saiiyal 

... 

439 4 6 


„ Manmatha Nath Bose 


442 6 3 


„ SItal Proaad Ohoae 

... 

36 0 0 


„ Hriday Nath Majhi 

... 

Nil. 


„ Miikunda , Kiahore Chakra- 
varti ••• 

5 4 0 


„ Debeudra Nath Adak 

■ • • 

0 8 0 


„ Prabhat Chandra Dubo 

... 

10 0 0 


„ Baranaahi Banarjl 


14 0 0 


Rai Mahanta Radhaayain Das 
Adhikari ... 

Not furiiished. 

Bnoghly-eum-Howrali (Non-Muhain- 
niadan)f Rural ••• 

Babii Faiiindra Lai De 

• •• 

2,075 0 0 


„ Satish, Chandra Miikharji 

>ee 

247 3 0 


„ Dirija Praaanna Roy 

• •• 

361 0 0 


„ Hari Prasanna Sarkar 

« ea 

218 15 9 

24-Parganaa Rural Central (Non* 
Muhammad an), Rural " 

Mr. Dhirendra Chandra Ghose 

ft ee 

Nil. 


Babu Sashi Sekhar Hose 

• ee 

Nil. 


„ Bhabasindhii Naskar 

• •• 

513 6 6 


„ Hem Chandra Naskar 

... 

1,898 12 9- 

24-PargaDa8 Rural South (Non* 
Muhammadan), Rural 

Babu Harendra Krishna Dev 
Sarkar 

76 13 9 


„ Sashi Sokhar Bose 

ft 

836 8 6 


Mr. Dhirendra Chandra Ghose 

see 

3,766 3 3 

24*Parga&BB Rural North (Non- 
Muhammadan), Rural 

Babu Sarat Chandra Bose 

• eo 

2,846 13 0 


Rai Harendra Nath Chaudhuri 

eee 

4,266 6 6 


Babu Satyendra Nath Bose 

eee 

16,660 6 9 

Kad^ (Noo-tfuhammadan), Rural . 

Maharaja Khaunish Ch. Roy 
Bahadur 

3,232 8 8 


Mr. Jnanendra Nath Roy 

••• 

7,119 12 0 

Miliiiiiid^ad (Nou-lfahammadan), 

* ••• , ^*1 \mfm 

Babu Surendra Narayan SItilia 

••• 

3,276 12 0 


„ Ramatii Mohan Sen 


68ft 0 6 


„ Anil Kumar Chatarjl 


412 9 4. 


„ Jnanendra Nath Chau-- 
dhuri 



KaU Krishna Banarjl 


Hot 



i40 QtJESTIOKiS. 

[drat JOLY. 



Amount 

Hame and nature of conslituoMoy. 

Names ot candidates. 

of election 
expenAes. 

Us. A. r. 

Jeasore Soiitli (Non-Muliatnmadan), 

Rurol ... 

Rfii Jadii Nath Maasuiudar 



Bahadur ... 

'374 2 9 


Biibti Nalini Nath Roy 

6,896 3 9 

Jenaore North (Non-Mulianiinadan)^ 

RiunI ... 

Babii Bhabendra Chandra Roy ... 

298 6 6 

Khulna (Non- Muhammadan), Rural 

Babu Sailaja Natb Ray Chau- 



dhuri 

14,983 3 9 , 


„ Miiknnda Bihari Mallik ... 

1,116 8 o' 


Uai Ainrita Lai Raha Bahadur ... 

337 3 6 


Babu Bankifii Chandra Sen 

194 15 9 . 

Dacca Rural (Non-Muliammadan), 



Rural ... 

Babu Priya Nath Sen 

998 10 9 


.It Jogondra Nath Roy 

8,212 6 b 


Rai P. N. Basil Chaiidhuri 

69 2 0 


Babu Trailakha Nath QIiobr 

461 9 0 


„ Sarat Chandra Chakravarti 

9 9 0 

Myrnenshif^h Woat (Non* Muhain- 

madan), Rural 

Raja Manrnatha Nath Ray 



Chaiidhuri 

2,290 0 6 

Mymenaiiigh Raat (Non-Muhani- 

inadaii), Rural 

Babu Harihar Chakravarti 

Not furnished. 


„ Qopal Chandra Das 

2,297 11 0 


„ Gobendra Chandra Dey 



Roy 

578 7 9 


Mr. Sudhangshu Mohan Bose 

4,156 7 9 


Babu Rajendra Kumar Sastri ... 

Not furnished. 


„ Surendra Nath Sen 

519 8 a 

Faridpiir North (Non-Muhainmadaii), 

Rural ... - 

Dr. Jatindra Natb Maitra, m.b. ... 

290 3 3 . 


Babu Kshettra Gopal Sarkar 

117 6 0 ; 


Rai Radliika Mohan. Lahiri 

. ■, ' 


Bahadur ... 

1,818 4 (? ' 


Babu Pratap Rishi alias Pratap 



Ch. Rulddos 

Not furnished. . 

Faridpur South (Non^Muhammadan), 


'• . ♦: -■ 

Rural ••• •«» «»• 

P«bii Kniiihn4;lW;jB^ ' .» 

dSO '.'i5"U . ' 


ErirffodChind^ASeD . ... 

12 | 10 


„ Bhubmi ... 



„ . ... 










atTESTioirs. 

BBtare of ooneciiaency: Namea of candidfties 

' r. 


Qnkar^lij North (Non-Muhain- 
maiian), Rurat 


Bakar^nj South (Non- Muham- 
madan ),fi<urat ••• 

Chiitagoiifi; (Noii-Muhammadaii), 
Rural ••• ••• 

Tippera (Non-Muhammadan), Riiial 
Noakliall (Noii-Muhaminadaii), Rural 

Rajahahi (Non-MiihammadanX Rural 

Diiiajpur (Nou-Muharamadan), Rural 
Rangpur (Non-Muhammadan), Rural 


Rngra'^vm-Pabna (Nun- Muham- 
madan), Rural 


Rural . 


(Npii-Mubmnmadair), 


Babu Niharau Ch. Daa Gupta ... 
Mr. R. N. Roy 

Baba Dhirendra Ch. Ray Chau- 
dhuri 

Babu Bireawor Sur ... 

„ Mono Mohan Salia ... 
Mr. T. R. QoBwami 
Babu Bipill Bihari Dan Gupta ... 

Babu Nerode Bihari Mallik 

Bai Satyendra Nath Ray Cliaii- 
dliuri Bahadur 

Mr. R. N. Roy 

Babu Annada Charan Dutta 
„ Kamini^ Kumar Das 
„ Apariia Charan Pathar 
Mr. Indu Bhiisan Diitt 
Babu Jashoda Kumar Ghosh ... 
„ Rasik Chandra Charrnakar 

Babu Kiahori Mohan Chaudhuri 
„ Surendra Narayaii Bhaya 
„ Kshitish Chandra Tagore 
Babu Tanka Natli Chaudhuri ... 
Kedar Nath Sen 

Rai Sahib Panchauati Banna ... 
Bubu Jogesli Chandra Sarkar ... 
Rai Sarat Ch. Chatarji Bahadur 
Babu Basanta Kumar Ghosh ... 

,, 'Surendra Oh. Ray Gliau- 
dhiiri 

Sir Aahutosh Chaudhuri, Kt. ••• 
Rai Dittanath Biswas Bahadur ... 
Babu Sitanath Adhikari 
„ Sureali Ch. Pakrashi .•« 
.Rai Sahib Nilmant Ghatak 
Babu Bameah Chandra Bagchi ••• 

Babu Pragauna Deb Raikut 
„ JyoMsb Chandra Sanyal 
„ Madbu Siidah Roy ••• 
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Amount 
of eleotion 
‘ esfjefiMs. 

Ra. A. ? 

1,435 7 9 
240 12 6 

no 2 3 

226 13 0 
134 10 6 

59 5 0 
Nil. . 

433 4 6 

1,270 0 0 
4,126 4 3 

744 6 3 
257 0 G 
250 12 0 

60 12 6 
384 15 5 

74 4 0 

576 2 0 
42 13 0 
193 6 9 
474 14 6 
1 4 0 

100 13 9 
436 10 0 
102 7 0 
331 13 0 

807 4 0 

6,061 8 6 
996 13 6 
in 5 0 
339 0 6 

114 i 6 
249 9 9 

1,431 a 0 
-> 960 0 0 
860 0 0 
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QTTfiStlONS. 


[4tk Joi.t 


Amoiint 

Kama and natara of oondtitaanoy Names of candidates. of elec^on 

expenses. 

Rb. a. V. 

Calcutta North (Muhammadan), 

Urban ••• ••• ••• Ur. A. Siihrawardy 26 0 0 

Mr. J. R. Zahid Knlirawardy ... Nil. 

Piitiee Afsahiil-Mulk Miixa 
Muhammad Akram Hosaain 
Bahadur ... 4 7 0 

Syod Erf an Ali ... ... Nil. 

Mauivi Alulul Aziz Allabiix ... Nil. 

Calcutta South (Muhammadan), 

Urban ... ••• Mi . J. R. Zahid Suhrawardy ... 154 12 0 

Khali Bahadur Abdus Salam ... 239 2 0 

Prince Af Babul- Mulk Mirza 
Muhammad Akram Hossain ' 

Bahadur ... ... 5 993 4 6 

Dr. A. Suhrawardy 41 8 0 

Syed Nasim Ali ... ... 4 |4 0 

S^ed Erf ail Ali ... ... ' Nil. 

Mauivi AImIuI Halim ... Nil. 

Hooghly-cam-llowrah Municipal 

(Muhaniinodau), Urban ... Prince Akram Hosaaiii . . . Nil. 

Mr. Abdul Rahim ... ... 2 8 0 

Dr. H. Suhrawardy ... 430 13 0 

Syed Erfaii Ali ... .. Nil. 

Mauivi Zellar Rahim ... 0 4 9 

„ Mowdu'd Rahman ... 15 0 0 

Barrackpiir Municipal (Muhani- • 

madan), Urban ... ... Syed Muksood Ali ... ... 148 4 6 

,, Erfan All ... ... Nil. 

„ Mowdud Rahman ... Nil. 

Khan Sahib Mauivi Abdur Rahim Nil, 

Prince Akram HosBain ... Nil. 

Abdul Qunny Mallik ... Nil. 

24-Parganaa Municipal (Muham- 
madan) Urban ••• Mr. Zahid Suhrawardy ... 18 0 0 

Prince Akram Hoasain ... 7 15 0 

Lutfur Rahman ... ... 7 ‘ 6 0 

DacoaOity IMuhammadan), Urban Nawabzada K. Mahomer Afzal ... 28 0 0 

Burdwan Division North (Muham- 
madan), Urban ••• *«• Uaoivi Muhammad Madaaaar 

Hnssaio «•* 171 0 0 

Mr. H. 8. Sttbrawar4y , ... jtni. ' 

Syed Ufehemraed AUnS*' ... Nil. ^ 

Mr. Zobeder BeMm 89 Ifk 0, 

Obeudbvri Melwnma^'lee S2 ft B 

^ ModftSbeiikwIJfteri ... , j;, 





QUESTIONS. 


« i 


KwQM and iiatnro of oooititnenojr 

Hames of candklatea 


Amount 
of oleetion 




expensOB 


Buirdwati Division South (Miilian 





luadati). Urban 

Ml II S Snhiai^aid> 

\ 

ai 

293 0 

1 


Pi nice Akram Hossain 

^•1 

Nil. 



Dr. A. Suhrawaidy 

• « 

Nil. 



Ml Pallid Suhrawaidy 


Nil 



Sycd hi fail Ah 

,, 

Nil. 



„ N iBim All 

,, 

33 U 



Ml Zaiiooi Aliined 

,, 

175 4 



„ Mowdiir Rahman 

■ 



24 Pargaoas (Muliarniiiadan), Ruml 

Piince Afsai uhMulk 

Mirs 



* ‘ 

Muharnniiid Akram 

Uoasain 




Bahadiii 


15 0 

0 


Mr 11 S Suhrawardy 

. >. 

Nil 



Mauivi Md Vela^et Alt 

oae 

Nut furmuhed 


Ml. Zahid Siihiawatdy 

• 00 

Nil 



Syod Naaiiii Ah 

• •• 

171 It 

0 


Maiilvi Shtftnsiil IJa(|i]o 


5 2 

c 

Na<]ia (Muhainumlaii), Ruia 

Mr Byed Eifan Ah 

a • t 

m 10 

il 


Munshi Syed Ahdul Jahlier 

10 14 

1 


Mauivi Syul Abdul 

Qiulduf 




Rnini 

aaa 

398 n 

Ij 


„ Rezuul lliiq 

... 

111 1) 

(J 


Ml Zahid Suhrawaidy 

#•« 

Nil 


Miirshidabad (Muliaiumadan), Rural 

Mauivi Ekraniul Haq 


101 0 

d 


Syed Sadeq Rera 

9 

766 2 

0 


Ohaadliiiri Md Mazaharul 

Haq 

Not fuitiished. 

Jaaaore South (Muhammadan), Rural 

Mauivi Kafiuddiri Ahmed 


101 14 

0 


Ur A. Suhrawardy 

... 

4 A 

A 


Ml. Zahid Suhrawardy 

... 

Bii, 



Kail Amaiiatulla 




Jesaoro North (Miiharriitiadan), Riiial 

Mauivi Huimotolla 

«a» 

28 0 

0 


Khan Bahadur Mauivi 

Alidue 




Salam ••• 

• •• 

1,227 2 

0 

Khulua (Mubammadan), Rural 

Mauivi Daairuddin 

«o# 

3 2 

0 


Prmoe Akram IIoBHein 

«•« 

596 12 

0 

•r 

Mr. Zahid Siitirawardy 

... 

538 6 

0 

Daete Wwt (UuhMmiMdftn), Rural 

Dr. A. Suhrawardy 

«•* 

156 1 

0 

Uaeaa Ra»t(lliahami|i»daB), Rural 

Khan Bahadur K Mahomed 



Azam 

... 

421 |4 

0 




« J»A 1 M 
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QUESTIONS. 


[4th Jxrtt. 


Amomit > 

Nanid and nature of constiloency N.imea of oandidalea of eteetion 

ez penaes 

Ra. A. P. 

MymciiBingh West (Miihaminadaii), 

Ruial ••• Yakub Ali Khan ... Not furniahed. 

Kbaiidakar Arbatnuddin ... t74 4 9 

Amin AH Taltikdar ... Not furniahed. 

Md AtH]iil Oaffur Mia ... 6l8 9 0 

,, Abdul Jabbar Pal wan ... 1,201 0 ^ 

Nuwab S^ed Nawab Ah 
Chaudbiii i, Khan Bahadur, 

ciR ... ... 1,605 5 9 

Syed Muhammad lIoBaain ... 194 7 3 

„ llaahidazamman Chaudhuri Not furniahed. 
Di. A. Suhrawaidy ... 3 0 0 

Myrnenaingl Kast (Muhammadan), 

Rural Nawab Syed Nawab Ali Chau* 

dlinri, Khan Bahadur, c i.B ... 3,584 8 3 

MauUi Ratiqiiddin Khan ... 437 8 3 

„ Talc HosMain ... 130 8 0 

8>ed Rifan Ali ... 0 3 6 

Dewaii Abdul Alim ... Not fuiniahed. 

Dr. A Suhrawaidy ... 3 0 0 

Faridpui North (Muhammadan), 

Ruial Maulvi Abdul Kaaiin ... 10 0 0 

Faridpiir South (Muhammadan), 

Ruial Muiiahi MaRaanuddin Bhuia ••• Not futiiiahed 

Maulvi Meabahuddin Ahmed ... 2,406 11 6 

Rabmat Jan Chaudhuri ... 125 12 0 

Molla Md Abdur Rahman ... Not furnished. 
Mr. Z. B. Siihrawardy ... Nil. 

Bakargaii} North (Muhammadan), 

Ruial — — Maulvi A H. M. Wazir Ali ... 59 1 3 

Bakargatij West (Muhammadan), 

Rural Maulvi Azaharuddin Ahmed 

„ HoHliemati Khan 
„ Mahafozuddln Aluued 
Chaudhuri Md Ismail Khan 
Maulvi A. H. M. Wazir Ali ... 

„ Syed Abd^ Kader 
„ Muhammad Asbrafl 
Dr. A. Suhrawardy eee 

Sooth (llttlnuliOiadM}, 

> Borol MmN Fodal Korira ... 47 6 d 

CaiT^dhurf Ud. Utnidi Khon ... M " 


978 4 0 
101 8 » 
847 10 0 
Nil. 

Nil. 

958 18 6 
Bit. 

Nil. ' 
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Kame and nature of coni^titnenoy Namen of candidateB 


Cliitfagong (Miihaiiiniadan), Rural 


Tippett (Mtfliainmadaii), Rural 


Noaklinli (Muhaiiiiiiadati), Ruuil 


Rajohahi South (Muhaiiimadan), 
Rural ••• 


Rajshaiii Noith (Muharoinadaii), 
Huial 

Dinajpur (Mulidtnmadau), Rural ... 

Raagpurr West (MuhaniitiadaiiX 
Rural 

Raogpttr East (Mohamipadao), Rural 
Bdgra (Muhammadan}, Rural 


Maulvi Syo<l Maqbiil llussain .. 
Mr. M. A. Azini 

Munahi Ayiibali .. 

„ Amiiali 
Md. Nabitii Seiang 

Maulvi Shah Siiiyid Krndiidii 

Ilaq 

„ Kazi Golam Maliiiiddit 

Faioqiii ... 

„ ^Mnliufezu<Idii) Ahmed .. 

Miiuelii Nadu 
Maulvi Syod Abdul Jabbar 

„ Nurul liaq Cbaudburi ... 

MudhIii Makiamali 
„ Jafar Abiiiod 
Maulvi Nunil Uaq Cbaiidbiiii ••• 

„ Mapbur ilaidar Cbau< 

dliuri ... ... 

„ AH Haidar Cbaudburi ... 

Munabi Yakubali 
„ Yucuifali 

Mouht Eiiiaduddiii Ahmed 
Uazi Ldl Muliaiiiiiia'l Saidai ... 
Muhammad Akkel 

QuazI Yusuf Alt 

Khan Raharlur Maulvi Miihain’ 
mad Ersad All Khan Cbnu- 
dliuri 

Maulvi Yaquiauddtn Ahmed 

Maulvi Shah Abdur Rauf 
„ Muliamined Asaf Khan 
8yed Abdul Fattali 

Maulvi Hamiduddin Khan 
Rhau Sahib Abdul Majid 

The Hou'ble Nawab Syed 
Nawab AH Chaudhuri, 
Khan Bahadur, o i.s 

Rlian Bahadur Maulvi Hafizur 
Rahaman Ghaadliurl 

Munshi Rajibuddin Tarafdar 
„ Bamjao Fakir ••• 


Amount 
of election 
expenses. 

Rs. A. P. 
4 0 0 
55 0 0 
65 0 0 
70 0 0 
Not furnished 

' IHO ' 1 3 

24.3 14 6 
23 0 .0 
51 0 0 

Not fuiiiiHhed 
Ditto. 

69 1.3 0 
69 I 0 
150 8 0 

667 8 0 
17 1 9 
Nil. 

Nil 

201 11 
I7i 1 
IS! in 

119 0 o 

516 7 d 
9 14 0 

175 13 0 
Nil 

98 0 0 
nor; a n 

19.3 1 A n 


207 13 6 

537 8 6 
66 4 0 
NR 
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QU^TIONS. 


[4ih Sxjvx 



« 


Amount 


Name and nature of conatituenoy. 

Karnes of candidates. 


of eleotion 




exiienses 





Rs. A. 

P. 

Pabna (Mahammadan), Rural 

Khan Bahadur Maiilvi Wasiin- 



uddin Alirned 


6 14 

6 


Maulvi Muhammad Abdul Majid 

0 1 

6 

Malda-oum-Jalpaigiin (Mnham- 



l,m 13 


iiiadan)| Rural ••• 

Mr. K. Ahmed 

... 

0 


Maulvi Faalul Karim 

... 

2|«D2 0 

a 


SItaikh Bultau Khalifa 

... i 

Not fiiruiHhod. 


Munshi Kaniii uddin Ahinod 

... 

Ditto. 


Preeidency and Burdwan (European) 

Ml W R Rae 

... 

2,290 8 

0 


„ C 0. Reinfry 

... 

12 

0 


Col A T Pugh ... 

... 

3,378 9 

0 


Rev. U Anderson ... 

••• 

1,4(4 8 

0 


Ml M M Crawford 

... 

1,458 13 

0 


,, J Campbell Fori ostoi 

... 

1,288 11 

3 


Dr. Adrian Caddy ... 

• a. 

1,213 11 

3 


Mr.W. H Phelps ... 

... 

57 8 

0 

Dacca and Chittagong (European) 

Ml. Malcolm Cathcart 

... 

Nil. 


Hajahalii (Euiopean) ... 

Mr. \V. L. Travers ... 


50 10 

0 

Anglo-Indian 

Mr. H. Barton 

• e« 

915 3 

3 


1 , H. A Stark ... 

see 

611 13 

9 


„ H. W. B. Moreno 

• as 

40 0 

0 

Burdwan Landlioldera 

Rai Lalit Mohan Singh 

Ray 




Bahadur 

... 

1,927 0 

0 

• 

Balm Hiva Naraiii Mukharii 

... 

Not fuiniMhed 

Pteaideocy Laudholdera 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. Mitter, 



O.l.E. 

• •e 

529 2 

0 

Dacca Landholders 

Babu Brajendia Kish ore 

Ray 




Chaudhuri 

... 

890 8 

6 

Chittagong Landholders 

Rat Upendra Lai Roy Bahadur ... 

179 1 

6 

Rajshahi Landholders ... 

Kumar Shib Shekhareswar Ray 

5,077 3 

6 


Babu Tanka Nath Chaudhuri 

... 

6,«70 10 

9 

Calcutta University ••• 

Rat Bahadur Jogendra Chandra 

1,124 7 


Ghose 

... 

0 


Babu Surendra Chandra"^ 

««■ 

273 

0 


Sir Nilratan Sirkar, Kt. 


3,635 10 


Bengal Chamber of Commerce 

Mr. K. M. Watson Smyth 

^ sea 

NO. 



u T. Campbell ... 

Ka 

• NU. 



II J. Buy ••• *• 

eva 

% 



1, 0. W. Bhedepi aM. 

cee 

. sa. 



„ Morgee ^ 


AS. 



II A%0wlMWii|a.fi.S4 


so. '• 
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« 

Hme *11^ mitttte of ooiiititQonoy 

Names of candidates. 

Ameiiat 
of eleetioii 
eximnass 

Indiao Jute Mills Association 


Mr R 11 L. Langford James ... 

„ B. A White 

KSi i . p. 

Nil. 

Nil 

Indian Tea Associstioo 

• •• 

Mr A D. Gordon ... ••• 

Nil 

liidiau Mining Association 

• •• 

Mr. W. L. Carey ... 

Nil. 

OakuMa Ir^ jes Association 

••• 

Ml. F A Larmoiir 

Nil 

% 

B<engal hitti,iOual Cliaiuber of 
loeroe .• ••• 

Com 

Kaja RoesheoCase Law 

Babu Amulya Dhon Addy 
„ Madliob Gobiiida Roy ... 
„ NandaLalRoy 

125 6 0 
1,687 2 3 
Not furnished* 
Ditto. 

Bengal Mararari As ociatnm 

... 

Babu Keslioratii Poddar 

Nil 

gd I^anaif^M Sabha 

... 

Ml Tarit Bhusau Roy 

U 5 0 
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FINANCE MEMBEB’S STATEMEi^T. 

The Finwwe MtmlMr’t StatiUMiit. 


[4nF 


The HonHile Mr. KERR: Sir, in accordance vritli the provisions of 
section 92 of the Bengal Legislative Biisiness Rules, 1 beg to lay on the 
table a statement showing the action taken by the loc'il ttovernment 
and by His Excellency the Governor under section 72 D (2) of the Gov* 
ernment of India Act since tho last meeting. The first items covered 
by the orders of His Excellency are those relating to the Miduapore 
Xtartition scheme and the acquisition of land for the Lnl Bazar Police 
Headquarters. His Excellency explained to the Council last April 
what he proposed to do regarding these matters and need not say 
anything about them now. For closing up the work of the Mymen- 
singh partition scheme His Excellency has under section 72 D (2> (b) 
certified a sum of Rs 2,00,000. For expendituie on the Chittagong 
Port, for five months, His Excellency has certified an amount of 
Its. 16,000 as an emergent measuie. The Government of India informed 
us last April, after the Budget had been passed, that they had decided 
not to make Chittagong a major port and consequently the Ijocal Govern- 
ment will be responsible foi the ex])endituro on Ihe Chiltagong Poit. 
Ill order to provide funds to keep the Poll establisUmeiib going. His 
Excellency has certified this sum of Bs. 16,000. A supplementary 
demand for the balance required wilt be placed befoie the Council next 
week. 

For the sum requiied for the Paper-Book Department of the High 
Court, His Excellency has certified Rs. 63,000 under insti actions from 
the Government of India. As the Council aie aware, this matter has 
been under correspondence with the Governiiiotit of India and they 
have directed us to restore sufficient provision to enable the extra staff 
lequired for the Paper-Book department to bi» employed for six months 
pending afurther examination of the question. 

There is another small item of Jls 14,000 foi ah amount decieed on 
account of the acquisition of premises No. 113, Upper Circular Road, 
for the Calcutta Police. It was necessary to ceiiify the sum immedi* 
ately so as to prevent interest charges running up. 


Zfise of certificates given bg Hie ExoeUency either restoring grants or 
authorising emergent expenditure to he placed in the Oouncil meeting 
on 4th Jufy^ 1922. ^ ^ 


Description. 

Under section 
72D(S)(a)o 

* 

Under aeotion 
7SO(«(») 


Ba 

'' Bi. 

(1) for wgrko io ooaitooHoa witU the MidM* 

ir 


foro pHfttioB aolioino, 

* ^ 


If 








f mOCE HEHBER*E 8VATEHENT. 


U» 


19a.3 


Deaoriptiont 


Under (ieoifou Under seetioft 
721) (2) (o), [ 721) (i) (ft). 


Uh. 

(2) For worta in couuectioii with Mynieusiugli 

partition schome. 

(3) For works in coiinoctioii with Midtiapore 6,53,000 

partition scheme. 

(4) Acquisition uf land for the Lai Bazar Police 2,H3 ,ooO 

Headquarters, 

(6) For expenditure in the Chittagong Port for 

five months. 

(6) For the PapfT-Book Department of the High 53,000 

Court. 

! 

(7) For payment of the amount decreed on \ 

account of the acqiitsition of premiseb I 
No. 113, Upper Circular Hoad for the' 

Calcutta Police. j 


Hs. 

2,00,000 


16,000 


14,143 


Partition of Midnaporb. 

Under proviso (6) to section 72D (2) of the Government of India Act, I hereby 
authorise, as a case of emergency, the expenditure of Rs. 1,62,000, which is necessary 
for the payment on account of works establishment and of bills lor work done in 
oonneetion with the partition of the district of Midnapore. 

BONALDSHAY, 
Governor of FengaL 

The iSih AprH 1921, 


Partition of Mthbnbingr. 

Under proviso (6) to section 72D (2) of the Government of India Act, 1 hereby 
authorise, as a case of emergency, the expenditure of Rs. 2,00,000, which is neces- 
sary lor the payment of the charges which have been, or will have to be, incurred in 
closing down, in the most^economical manner, the works now in progress in connec- 
tion with the partition of the district of Mymensingb. 

BONALDSHAY, 
Governor of aengah 

The 2Sth April 1921. 

PantmoN OF Mxdnaporr. 

i hereby certify l^t the expenditure provided for by the demand of Rs. 5,53,000 
flop the cnnstyiictloyi of buOdings in connection with the partition of the Midnapore 
district^ usder^ihe head ^*41 — C&vil Works^Public Works Department,’* is essen- 
thil disdluirke of my responsibility for the subject. 

BONALDSHAY, 
Goveimon of BengoU^ 
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QuIBTBBS for MAitBiBII SRBQIAKT8, QALOUtTA POLIOB. 

I hereby certify Uiat the expenditure provided for by the demand of Es. 2,8S,000 
for the acquisitidh of land for the construction of quarters for the married sergeants 
of the Calcutta Poli6b, under the head *'41 — Civil Works— P.W.D./’ is essential to 
the discharge of my responsibility for the subject. 

RONALD8HAY, ^ 

* Oovernoi of Bengal. 

The 8th May 1921. 


Payment of ohaboes of Port Officer, Chittagong Port. 

tinder proviso (b) to section 72D (2) of the Government of India Act, I hereby 
authorise as a case of emergency the expenditure of Es. 16,000 whidi is necessary 
for the payment of the establishment and contingent charges of the Port Officer 
of the Chittagong Port. 

' . * 

RONALDSHAY, 
Governor of Bengal. 


The 9th May 1921. 


Paper-Book Department. 

Whereas I have been directed by the Government of India to provide a sum of 
Rs. 1,30,000 for the Paper-Book Department of the High Court under head *‘24 A— 
Administration of Justice,*’ and whereas the Bengal Legislative Council has refused 
its assent to a demand for a grant for this purpose and whereas 1 have been directed 
by the Government of India to restore sufficient provision to enable the extra staff 
required independently of the Paper-Book Department to be met for one year as 
well as the extra cost involved in the Paper-Book Department for 6 months, I hereby 
certify under proviso (a) to section 72D (2) of the Government of India Act, that 
the expenditure of Bs. 12,000 and of Rs. 41,000 for the above purpose respectively, 
amounting altogether to the sum of Rs. 63,000 is essential for the discharge of my 
responsibility for the subject. 


The 26th May 1921. 


RONALDSHAY, 
Governor of Bengal^ 


Polios Station at No. 113, Uppbr QerouijAb Road. 


Whereas the High Court of Calcutta has decreed an additimml jjiayih^nt of 
Rs; 14,l>i8 for .the acquisition of premises No. 118, Upper circular Road, for the 
establistoient of a Police Station in the town of Odcutta, I hereby authorise, upder 
ih\ io s^ion 72D of the Government of ; India Act, the eRpenditii^ pf this 
snip; aa beinjk n^ssary for the carrying on of the Police Dwpa^ei^, ^ " ' 





Oo^vm^ 0 / 





m BWgIll pMWTM 

Tf^ .H®****^ Sir HBfr^llR^RAHiMs Sir, I iiitr(iduc6 this Bill to 
lurther provision for the custody, trial and punishment of youthful 
offenders and for the protection of children and young persons, as is 
stai^ in the preamble. The Bill is at present intended to be 
confined to the town of Calcutta. It was considered that 

we should wait till further experience is obtained of the 
operations of this Bill and until more institutions are available 
to give effect to its provisions, before applying the Bill to the other 
porto of the Presidency. So the i)ower is reserved to extend the opera- 
tioii of the Bill to other parts of Bengal by a notification. It may also 
have been noted that the application of this Bill has been confined to 
boys and does not extend to girls. It was considered that public 
opinion here was too sensitive on all questions relating to girls and. it 
was ^thought prudent not to extend the Bill to girls for the present. 
There would be also a greater difiiculty as regards the training of the 
girls. Wo are at present making a fairly Jbig e^^pcrimerit in respect of 
boys and it was thought advisable that the training of girls may bo 
deferred for the present. 

This measure is intended to replace the BefoiOHit^iry Schools Act. 
That Act was rather limited in its operations as the members of this 
House may know. It dealt only with youthful offenders; this Bill, on 
ihe other hand, intends to provide for cn.ses of un[>rotected children who. 
have not committed any crime but who, owing to their unprotected 
condition, aie likely to drift into crime unless they are taken charge 
of by the State. . This is a considerable extension and I think the 
lUembers of this House will agree that if we could work the provisions 
of this Bill in this connection it may be of considerable use to the com- 
munity. As everybody is aware there is a very large number of 
unprotected children— children who are not looked after properly by 
any one— who roam about in the. streets of Calcutta with the result that, 
unless Ihey are taken in hand and properly educated and trained, they 
would inevitobly turn out criminals. That is one aspect of the Bill and 
in that respect it is very much in advance of the Beformatpry Act. 

Tl^ A distinction between children under 12 year^ of age 

and young persons between 1!2 and 16. It makes separate provisions for 
them end it takes care, as will be noted, to have the children under 12 
sepfratdy tmated and in a different way from young perspns who lievp 
convicted , 1 ,.. 

^ again pi^^ fm* a number of institutions wh#re children 

can be edm^ted and trained. 

7 ; ft eoi^rata 

It ti^iali 
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aOTEENMENl? BILLS. [^tk 

and fot orders under the Act being pa^d by courts ® 

»ni« is that children should be kept away as far as po8»ll^= 


They ouglit not to be uiaJe to 


roomst The idea is that children 
.fi(.n> contact with coiifitmed crimiials 

leel that they are being dealt with as criminiy^ ’ ' * 

in another respect there is a difference between the proy^tons of 
this Bill and the Eeformatory Schools Act. ^is BiU ounces the a^ 
of the persons who may he dealt with, from 15 to 16. I have no doubt 
that this will be considered to be an improvement. There is omy one 
action of the Eeformatory Schools Act which has been i-etatned, viz. , 
section 16. That section reseives power in the Governor General in 
Council to permit the detention of youthful offendeis of one piovincc, 
in the Eeformatory Schools of another province. That is due to the fact 
that some provinces have not got Reformatory Schools, including 
Bengal. The hoys dealt with under the Act here are now sent to the 
Hasaribagli Reforinatory School. 

The Bill is based on the Madras Act of 1920, which 

is based on the English Children Act of 1908. The English Childieii 
Act is a comprehensive measure and deal^ with many matters which 
do not require to be considered in Bengal. But most of the provisions 
of our Bill are to l>e found in the English as well as the Madras Act. 

The Bill has been under the consideration of the Government for a 
long time but owing to the war and its after aJfects it could not, 
brought bofoio the Council, as it was felt that financial stringency would 
not permit us to found the necessary institutions. Financial difficul- 
ties have unfortunately continued long after the war and even at the 
piesenf moment we have not got over them, but it has been thought 
that we should not postpone this measure any longer and that we must 
make an attempt to find the necessary funds to give effect to it. 

1 shall now briefly summarise the main features of the Bill. First 
of all as I have already stated it deals not only with youthful offenders 
but alsc with children under 12 years of age. Power is taken to deal 
with children under 12 who are found begging in the streets or iBifei 
wahdermg about either having no parents or guardians or wh^ 
guardians lire given to drunken or criminal habits, and with boys who 
are found iji the company of thieves and criminals. Such boys can be 
brought btfore a Magistrate or the Juvenile Court and can be ^^elit to 
an indusiml school to be detained there till bis sixteenth yealf. It 
j^vides that no children under 12 years of age gliall be senten^d to 
itupriscihin^ni or transportation or capital sentence, a provision which 
do^ dC^ ifi^d a place in the Reformatory Schools Act. It is takei; - 
tlW CSiildreh Act of 1908, The Indian Penal Code 

fie children below 7 years of age, that nothing done % 

offence and that if a child of the 
to be of autteient maturity and understandii^ to 
hie act he will be dealt iifii in 

^ , This BUI proiH)ses to mod^ 




that AO <$6tirt^9h(^U have power- to rdrtenAe a^diild 
^dfer iiaprisoniiteAt. As iregaarde youthful ofteudem it 

rgivifiig the court power to discharge such offenders after admonisbiiig 
;hiih or to make him over to the custody of his guardian or some other 
;pro^^ If the Couii; does not think that the child ought to he 

.made over to the custody of his guardian or any body else or if there 
be no such guardian or person available to take charge of the child then 
in that case the court is given power cither to pass a seiitencAi allowed 
by the law*or in lieu of such' a sentence to send him to a lleformatory 
l:>ehool. As regards boys of 12. or 13 years of age it gives jiower to the 
Magistrhtes to send such an offender to an industrial schooL It pro- 
vides for a number of schools being certirhed by the Government to 
receive children dealt with under the Act, The Bill also provides for 
auxiliary homes being established. It enables the court further to 
order that youthful offenders may be placed out on license with trust- 
worthy persona of respectability. 

The Bill proposes that no youthful offender or child is to be detained 
beyond the age of 18 years and as regards boys under 12, they are not 
to be detained in an industrial school after they have attained 16 years 
of age. 

The Bill authorises the Court to levy, in proper cases, a contribution 
for the maintenance of children dealt with under the Bill from their 
parents or guardians liable under the law to maintain them, if they are 
able to do so. 


The power to carry out the provisions of the Act is confemd on 
Juvenile Courts, Magistrates of certain class, Sessions Judges and the 
High Court. As regards the management of the institutions contem- 
plated in the Bill, namely, industrial schools and reiorinatory schools, 
it provides that they are to be managed by a Superintendent and a 
Committee of Visitors, and the certified schools are to be managed by 
l>ersons approved by the local Government. Provision is also made for 
the inapeotion, of these institptions by a Chief Inspector assisted 
li^pectors and Assistant Inspectors and also for their medical inspec- 

tW. • 


Aa regards the clauses which empower Courts to make orders rondr 
ing children to certified schools or making them over in certain cases 
to private persoiw or placing them out on license, the Hill lays down 
that 1 ^^ persuasion of the child or youtliiu] offender must, be 

so tl^t whenever possible a child, of a part^ 
may, be sent to an institution nt that'partioular p^r- 
.taay be placed m ttie custody of persons professing the 


of the Bill and the ^ local. Governnsoiit 
make appropriate ridea Jor roercyT 





^54 GOVERNMENT BILLS. t4TK Svj/t 

Sir, I submit to the Council that this is a very useful and be^ 
tcial measure, and if sufficient institutions are found for t^ n^ption 
and training of these helpless children or young persons, it -will be a 
great improvement on the existing state of things. The Coiats under 
the present law are compelled in many instances to send penKms of 
immature age to prison with the result that they turn out worse offend' 
eis afterwards. 

In concluding I want to mention that we have consulted the High 
Court as regards the provisions of this Bill, and the High Court have 
given their cordial suppoit to them. The Bill has also been circulated 
to different public bodies in Calcutta, but I do not think we have yet 
received their opinions. 

I now move that the Bill 

ThO PRESIDENT! I think you are now moving the third motion. 

The Hon'ble Sir ABD>UR>RAHIM: With these words 1 beg to 
introduce the Bill. 

The motion that the Bill be introduced was theft put and agreed to. 

The Secretary then read the title ot the Bill. 

The Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: I now beg to move, Sir, that 
the Bill be refeired to a Select Committee consisting of the Hon’ble 
Mr. P. C. Mitter, Mr. Hopkyns, Mr Gupta, Mi. Wordswoilh, Balm 
Annada Chaiau Dutta, Ur. Hassan Suhrawardy, Mi. Syed Nasim Ali, 
Maulvi A. K Fazlml Haq, Mr. Stark, liai Jogendra Chunder Ghose 
Bahadur and myself, with instructions to submit their report in time 
loi its presentation at the meeting of the Council to be hold in August, 
1921. 

Roi HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURl! It is a matter for con- 
gratulation that the lefoimed Government has taken the earliest oppor- 
tunity to introduce the Children Bill. That in view of the revalua- 
tion of the social values, the changed theoiy of punishment and the 
revised ideas of the duties of society towards the children, new provi- 
sions for the custody, trial and punishment of youthful offenders and 
the inrotection of children and young persons have become necesisary— 
there is no doubt about it. It is a pity only that the Bill does not 
propose to go the whole way. It is no doubt modelled on the Epglidi 
Act of 1908, but while it copies some of the iwovisions of the Bnglitril 
Act much too closely, some very important provisions of the said ‘Aot 
have been given the most silent go-by. Thus it wiU be seen that only 
fo«r sections of Part II of the English Act have been conffidered 
wmrthy ol being adopted. What does it show? This shows that the 
aellkma of the present Bffl do not mepose to attach so inueh immwtr 
anea to the protection ol children and young peraons or to Oe pvo«i» 
sMks againei offences towards them as to the potential eriminah^’*’ 
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tJHeir omto4y an^ deteation,^ trial and punisfameai {f tor inatattoa 
^^6X|M>ai|i|F obildraa to the risk of buraiag*^ has to be provided againsti 
why pussflhaient for oruelty ta children aad yonng persons and 
l^oimg children or young persons t5 be in brothels should be 
omitted f Why again section^ 119 (penalty on giving intoxicating 
liquor to children) and section 121 (provision as to the safety of child^ 
ren at entertainments) have been left outP As the reasons fox such 
omissions aie not fully apparent^ I propose that more attention should 
be paid to those provisions of the English Act which give protection 
to the children and young peisons^ with a view to see if more pickings 
can usefully be made. 

As to want of clarity : we have simply to look to the definitions. 
The ostensible object of the Act is to substitute educational treat- 
ment ** for penal measures.’’ But there is nothing in the definitions 
of reformatory and industrial schools to show that they will be institu- 
tions for industrial training. The definitions proposed in the Bill have 
nothing in oommon with those in the English Act, This shows that the 
present Bill in spite of its stated objects to provide ‘‘educational 
treatment ” is content with mere barren verbiage. No positive pio- 
gramme of educational treatment and cure 6f potential ciiminals appears 
in the Bill. Yet that is the desideiatum which, if satisfied, will bring 
the Bill into a line with modern ideas. 

Apart from these, liberal touches are reixuired here and there and 
our only hope is that in the Select Committee the comers will be 
rounded, defects remedied and shoitcomings removed and that the final 
shape in which it will emerge from the Select Committee will fully 
realise the beneficient objects of the Bill. 

Rai JOGEHDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur: I have a few woids 
to speak on this Bill. This is a measure of great importance and 
difficulty. Fortunately for us, philosophers, philanthropists and 
jurists of Europe and America have given long and anxious thought on 
the matter, and we have got the Acts of those countiies before us for 
our guidance. Biology and early history of primitive man have proved 
that originally was not a very moral person. Our predatory 
instincts inherited from our ancestors had to be repressed with punish- 
ments of death and < mutilation. Crimes were generally severely 
punidied. Nanda Kumar was hanged in Calcutta for forgery. Now 
dhari^ and good sense have prevailed and men are more lenient to 
feQow-being. Frisons were not places fit for human beings. 
3o%m Howard and other philanthropists have made them at last fit 
fcnr men to live. Hen were harshly treated till recent times. Boys 
vtore just as harshly treated. But the law has been changed in Europe 
and America for the protection of boys. Boys require protection more 
than punishment, and we should be guided’ by those Acts of modem 
eiviliBed countiies. I am sorry to find that this Bill, while purporting 
to fellow the EngBeh Act, has*^ substituted 16 years ’’ tost ** 
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years ” in the definHion of children. The f raiherfi hhve iurtter 
slitnted “boys” for “pei«ons” in tJie English Act. Girls helre refttire 
more protection than in any other country, and I ' hope ihat tl« 
Select Committee will put in girls as objects to get the benefits od 'tiiie 
Act. Further the English Act protects young people from the pa^* 
broker and makes the pawn-brokers taking advantage of them crimi- 
nally punishable. I do not see why this has beOn omitted from 
Bill. Sir, these are some of the defects and omissions in the Bill 
which have struck me, and 1 am sure I shall hear the reasons for them 
in the Select Committee. I now mention these before you as worthy 
of consideration. 

Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: I beg to welcome 
this mea.sure. This has been drafted on the principles which have been 
laid down in the English Act. I inay say at the very outset that the 
rules to be framed under the Act are not open to .public gaze and 
criticism before the Bill is .sanctioned. These ruleg, I contend, are to 
be passed by the Legislature and not by the Exec\itive Goveniment. 

I raised this point in the old Council, but my View was not accepted. 

I venture to repeat my observation in this Reformed Council. 

Dealing with the question of punishment, is it not proper that this 
should find a place in the Act? 1 contend that the procedure to be 
adopted with regard to the way in which tlie matter shotild be viewed 
ought to be enunciated in the Act itself. I submit that this principle 
which i« enunciated in the Bill is open to serious objection. 

Coming down, Sir, to the several clauses of the Bill, I find that 
there are some omissions. X refer specially to section 16 of the English 
Act. It is quite natxu-al that the whole matter cannot be discussed 
in detail now, and the members of the Select Committee will be in a 
better position to go through them. We notice that the wortl 
“ arrest ” has been put in. I do not like that idea. If a boy be|ts, 
or goes away from school, I do not like this idea that he should Be 
ori'ested. The ideas which are enunciated in this Bill are new id(i(W 
for which every Bengali ought to be thankful. 1 submit that ptersua* ' 
sion,. and not compulsion, ought to be the procedure. Conciliation'' 
op^t to be the policy. Row I find in one of the sections of the Bill ihat 
police have been given authority in certain mStt^s. 1 ihittll: that 
ought to be omitted, and persons other than the police ' miigBi t 
employed..; There are other matters which are matters of ^tail, 
a$ we riudl have the opportunity to deal with them when the"^EI^ 
to' jAe. Oonnoil for consideration, 1 do not discuss theid fiow; 

. 81^ ABO*UR»RAHm: All the. suggesflli^ 

, nia^ wijg. be duly considered in the Select Comittittejii, V 'V . 

> ■ f:i;^.'‘^i^N^itiotiott.was. theo^^t and agseed to.. <; • 
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tjtftBWAlil I befir to introduce the'' Bill further to amend the T-a ml 
j^lt^fhn Act, 1876. 

, It is ,a fairly simple Bill and we hope to get it passed in the August* 
SeptemtAr ^sion. The Ministerial Officers' Salaries Committee of 
1906^6 Urged the desirability of restricting the multiplication of 
separate accounts which not only necessitate a larger establishment in 
tauzi and certificate offices, but also cause a considerable increase of 
work in every Department of the Collectorate. Reports of local 
officers show that more than one-third of the cost of the tauzi establish- 
ment is due to the existence of separate accounts. 

It is undesirable to provide for a check on the opening of separate 
accounts as any limitation would adversely affect petty co-proprietors 
and leave them at the mercy bf their more well-to-do co-sharers. I'ho 
administration of separate accounts should not however be a. burden 
on the general tax-payer. Statistics recently collected by the Board of 
Revenue show that the average annual receipts from the uniform fee 
of Rs. 2, the fee at present in force, amount to less than one-fifth 
of the cost of the collection of each separate account. In fact, the 
capitalised cost of the collection of each separate account works out 
on the average at Rs. 10 in excess of both the cost of actually opening 
the separate account and of the normal expenditure incurred in the 
collection of land revenue. The greater part of the cost incurred by 
the State in administering separate accounts must, therefore, as the law 
stands, be l^me by the general public. It is, therefore, proposed to 
impose by law a fee which would recoup Government the cost of the 
extra establishment necelssitated by the administration of separate 
accounts. 

It was originally proposed that an additional fee per instalment of 
Iiand Tevenue payable should be imposed. On consulting the principal 
landholders^ associations of the pmvince, an objection was raised that 
this would be hard on small co-sharers, who would have to pay a fee 
depending not on the amount of their contribution to the land revenue 
bui on thai of the parent estate. To meet this objection, it is proposed 
in tlie to provide fUr the levy of a scale of fees varying from Rg. 4 
20^ pr^ not to the number of instalments but to the 

^,la^ revenue payable by ihe applicant. The fixed fee of 
so as to cover the cost of actually opening the 
eei^te are all the remarks I have to make at this 

^ 

incl Rgi^eed td. V .• i,. 

'P: r ^ ^ 

ii^e of tJie.BiU. ■ / .. 
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The Bengal Tenaney (Aoiendmaiit) BiU. 

Mauivi YAKUINUDDIN AHMED moved ''for leave to introduce 
the Bill to further amend the Bengal Tenancy Act of 1886.'f^ " 

When, in February last, the Council was inaugurated, His Ezdelr 
lency the Governor of Bengal spoke: “ Prior to this the members of 
the Legislative Council have been nominated thereto or elected by 
strictly circumscribed electorates. With such elections the mass of 
the people have had no concern. And the total number of elfectoratea 
of all classes who have had any share in returning members to the 
Legislative Council of the past has not exceeded 12,000. As compared 
with this, the persona entitled to return members to the Legislative 
Council which meets for the first time to-day 

The PRESIDENT: You must confine your reniarks to the merits of 
the Bill. You are not entitled to enlarge on the changes in the constitu- 
tion of the Council. That is irrelevant. 

Mauivi YAKUINUDDIN AHMED: It is only as an introduction 

The PRESIDENT: That is not an introduction to the Bill. You 
can speak on the principles of the Bill and the reasons why you want 
to introduce it. 

Mauivi YAKUINUDDIN AHMEDs I am coming to it. 

The PRESIDENT: Well please come to it at once. 

Mauivi YAKUINUDDIN AHMED: These are the hopeful words of 
His Excellency and we find now that out of 139 members, 74 

The PRESIDENT: I have already ruled you out of order as regards 
that X)oint and you should not go on Tex>eating it. You must come to 
the matter of your Bill. 

Mauivi YAKUiNUDDIN AHMED: There are zamindars among the 
elected members who have come to the Council with the votes of their 
tenantry and their loyalty and fidelity-> 

The PRESIDENT: I am afraid you have not come to the Bill yet, 

. You are remarking on the constitution of this Council. I ask you again 
to come to the merits of your Bill. 

Mauivi YAKUINUDDIN AHMED: This amendment i>f the Beh^ 
Tenancy Act which propose to give to the raiyats of Bengal the right 
.to cut down trees planted by them or their ancestors. ^ right 
to trensler and bequeath occupancy rights or homestead held over IS 
yeare, the payment of tuizar to the eamindars . when jhntatia^Jhe^ 
nataM. which proposes to protect the raiyats froin unneeesAarjr iniccin^ 
of rmit is the truest teat whether the raiyat’e remeeet^i^ 1^' 
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Ate flitting in thifl Gounoil will remember their pledge to their con- 
stituents. Baiyat Sabhas and non-co-operators have already warned the 
raiyata oi, the value of the franchise they have got, and it would bo a 
matter of crying shame to such of their representatives as play false 
with their interests when substantial and long deferred rights are going 
to be given to them. 

When I propose to amend the Bengal Tenancy Act of 1886, 1 beg 
to place before you a short history of the law between the landlord and 
tenants, for which I am indebted to the perspicuous history written by 
the Hon^ble Mr. Kerr, one of the Executive Councillors sitting here 
to-day. Mr. Kerr says — 

The Bengal Tenancy Act, though not professing to be an exhaustive code of law 
of landlord and tenant, is nevertheless a complete and self-contained enactment so 
far as the most important agrarian relations are concerned. It is unfortunate^ 
though perhaps inevitable, that the discussions of recent years have been mainly witli 
the working of the Act in details and this has tended to obscure the main principles. 
Perhaps the best account of the aims and objects of the framers of the Bengal Tenan- 
cy Act is to be found in the speech of the Viceroy when the Bill was first introduced in 
Council in 1883. 


liord Ripon said — » 

We have endeavoured to make a settlement which, while it will not deprive the 
landlords of any of their accumulated advantages, will restore to the raiyats some- 
thing of the position which they occupied at the time of the permanent settlement, 
and which we believe to be urgently needed in the words of that settlement foi* the 
protection and welfare of the talukdara, raiyats and other cultivators of the soil 
whose interests we then undertook to guard and have to our shame too long neg- 
lected. 

Again his successor Lord Dufferin in 1886, in putting the motion of 
this Bill that the Bill should be passed said he believed that it is a 
translation and reproduction in the language of the present day of the 
spirit and essence of Lord Cornwallis’ settlement that it is in harmony 
with his intentions that- it carried out his ideas, that it is calculated to 
ensure the results he aimed at, and that it is conceived in the same bene- 
ficent and generous spirit which actuated the original framers of the 
Regulation of 1793.” 

Paragraph 3 of section 7 of Regulation of 1793 says — 

The Oovemor-General in Council trusts that the proprietors of land, sensible of 
the benefits conferred upon them by the public assessment being fixed for ever, will 
exert themselves in the cultivation of their lands under the certainty that they will 
enjoy exclusively the fruits of their own management and industry and that no de- 
limit win ever be made upon them or on their heirs or successors by the present or 
future Government for an augmentation of the public assessments in conse- 
(|Uence of 4he improvement of their respective estates to 'conduct themselves with 
gbbd' faith and moderation towards their dependent talukdars and raiyats and a atriot 
obtefVance of :ihese duties is now more than ever incumbent upon them in return for 
the benefit which thi^ Witt themselves derive from orders xtow issued, and enjoin, titv 
strictest a^ierence to the i^cjples in. the persons Whom they apitoint. to collect 
rente \ , 
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Sortion 8, paragraph 2 of thci above Regulation points out — 

First, it being the duty of the ruling power to protect all classes of people and 
more pai ticularly those who trom their situation are most helpless and the Governor 
(ieneial in (loimcil vill, whenever he may deem it proper, enact such regulation^ as 
ho may think net ossary for the protection and welfare of the dependent talukdars, 
^aiyats and othei cultivators of the soil and no zamindar, independent talukdar or 
other actual piopiiotor of land shall be entitled on this account to make any objec- 
tion to the dis<‘harge of the fixed assessment which they have respectively agreed to 
pay. 

Thon the llon’ble Mi. Ketr says — 

It may furthoi* be romaikcd that all important legislative measures from Act X 
of 1869 down to the last iinieiiilment of 1907 have dealt with the two objects which 
weio mentioned by l^oid ('ornwalhs’ instructions in 1786, namely, the protection of 
the raiyats and tho security of the landlords in the realization of their just demands. 

Act X of 1859 is oiitiiled an “ Act to amend the Law relating to 
the recovery of leut and this was originally its main object. It intio- 
dii(‘ed for the first time definite provisions legardiug suits for aiTears 
of lent and the execution oi decrees foi aiiears of rent. But during ibe 
passage of the Bill thiougli the ('ouilcil important additions were made 
witli the result that tlie Act as passed contained a moie or less exact 
definition ot the different classes of raiyats and of the rights which 
it was thought expedient to confer on them. The Act contained fuither 
imiMutant piovisioiis for the protection of the raiyats. 

In 1879 a strong Rent Commission was appointed with instructions 
to proiX)se a digest of tho existing statute and case law relating to 
landloi d and tenant and to diaw up a consolidated Bill. Then as a result 
of the labours of the aforesaid Commission the Bengal Tenancy Act 
VITI of 1885 was passed. But vested interest was as strong as ever 
ami though the framers of the Act had the distinct intention of giving 
to the raiyats lights as in any other immo /cable property they had 
to throw them away to be shattered on the rocks of custom, usagle 
or customary right. The right of transfer of occupancy holdings was 
nshered in through the backdoors of section 178 and Illustration I to 
section 183 of Act VIII of 1885. The same procedure was adopted with 
regard to the bequest of occupancy rights in section 26 and sec-» 
tion 178, sub-section (2), clause (<Z). It says — 

Notliing in any contract made between a landlord and tenant after the passing 
of this Act (VIll of 1885) shall take away the right of a raiyat to transfer or beqtieath 
in accordance with local usages. 

The right of the raiyat to sublet has been protected by section 178 
of the Bengal Tenancy Act. The right of cutting down trees was alsi^ 
given by section 23 and section 178, sub-section (3), clause (d). 
Thus all the rights that are proposed to be given by this Bill had been 
given to the occupancy raiyats by tbe framers of Act VIII of 1886, 
88 years ago, but with some unexplained reason, ouatom, ttsagie and 
enstomary right were mentioned as the means to an etod. CJhiaf Jus- 
tice Jenkins is of opinion in 1, Weekly Eeporter, Act X, page<6, that 
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tbe Xiegilllaiare Bki^kt liave been unwilling to rouse actlTe hostility of 
the. landlbv^A by niaking an express provision authorising transfer of 
occupancy holdings. Since Act X of 1859 was passed the occupancy 
raiyais hive been selling their lands as any other immoveable property, 
1/ Weekly Repo^r, Act X, page 6. Over and above the right of 
selling their lands in 6, Weekly Keporter, Act X, psige 40, Nayarautulla 
versus Ciobinda Chandra Dutta, it was hold that a raiyat with a right 
of occupancy might sell his lands, might erect a pncca house on his land 
and do what ho liked with it so long as he did no injury to the 
isamindar’s detriment. In 24, Weekly Reporter, Act X, p«igo 300, it 
was held that the raiyat had a right to the possession of trees ou his 
land. Coming to more recent times a Full Bench decision of five 
Judges presided over by the Chief Justice Jenkins (Doya Moyee versus 
Annadamohan Chowdhury) held — 

. . . the purchaser of a portion of an occupancy right has a good title 

against the transferor. The person whose title is undoubted has put him in poss- 
ossion. Therefore his possession is derived lawfully. Being in possession, ilin 
question is whether a trespasser can oust him. It makes no differeuf'c if the tres- 
passer happens to be the landlord. The landlord has acquired no title. At tln^ 
end of the judgment of the Full Bench it was stated that series of derisions involve<l 
many of the debateable points ‘ that related to Hhe transferability of occupancy 
holdings apart from local usage. It will be convenient to state our conclusion in 
general terms. I'his conclusion rests largely on a recognition of the paramount 
importance of upholding decisions on which dealings with property have been exten- 
sively based. These decisions probably mark a departure from earlier judicial pro* 
iiouncements and the opinion of those who have studied the question in the past. 
The life of the law however is not logic, but experience and the modern departure 
is probably due to a change in economic conditions which has brought into proini* 
nence problems that did not previously call for solution. 

Their Lordships of the Full Bench of the High Court hy way of 
conclusion observed — 

We would only add that the uncertainty as to the transferability of holdings has 
been one of the most powerful sources of litigation and it is urgently necessary that 
it should he set at rest by legislation. 

This was expressed in 1896, and wo c^jine to the Reformed Council 
after- a quarter of a country to fulfil the directions of the highest 
tribunal in the laud. We would belie our franchise, intelligence and 
education if we cannot after the lapse of a considerable number of years 
set at rest the difference between landlord and tenant. 

In Calcutta Weekly Notes, Vol. 14, page 962, Justice Mukerjee. 
delivered judgment which gave the tenants rights to the trees planfcd 
by: qr their ancestors. Justice Mukerjee says, Neither the Hindu 

laW^or the Muhammadan law recognised any law of fixtures.^* If we 
look to the ancient Hindu law we find the following texts in the 
Inetitnte of Narada, Chapter YI, verses 20-21, Sacred Books of the 
East, YoL 38, page 148— 

VtrH eq.HEf e man h$4 built a house on the ground of a stranger and lives in 
it inytng rent for it, he may'iake with him, when he leaves the how, tike thatch, 
the timber, the bricks and other building materials. 
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Vene if he has been rending on the.ground of a stranger without, pay* 

ing rent and against that man’s wish he shall by no means take with him on leaving 
it the thatch and timber. 

These texts are quoted Us autboritative by Jag^annatb in lus Digest 
of Hindu Law (Colebrook), Book III, Chapter 2, paragraph^ 99, YoL II, 
page 398, who quotes ' another text of Narada which explains the 
reasons for the rule — ‘‘ , ... the grass, wood and bricks which are 

thus removed belong to him who. leaves the ground, provided he paid 
rent for the spot and not otherwise.” 

When we turn to Muhammadan law, we find the following passage 
in the Hidayah: — If a person hire unoccupied land for the purpose 
of building or planting, it is lawful since these are purposes to which 
land is applied. Afterwards, however, upon the term of the lease 
expiring, it is incumbent on the lessee to remove the building or trees 
and to restore the land to the lessor in such a state as may leave him 
no claim upon it.” We must consequently hold,” Justice Muker- 

joe says, that in the case before us the tenant did not exceed 
his rights when he cut down jack-fruit trees which had been planted 
in his holding by one of his ancestors.” 

Thus if my Hindu and Muhammadan colleagues in the Council who 
have come here as representatives of the raiyats of this Province, strictly 
follow the dictates of their religion they would support the cutting of 
trees planted by the raiyat or his ancestors. Hence the provision in the 
Bill that a raiyat be entitled to cut down trees on his holding of which 
he and his ancestors have been in possession for 12 years is supported 
by Hindri and Muhammadan law and by the decision of the highest 
court in the province, and J hope the Council will pass the provision, 
and I. hope I wo^ild get support from the Government members and of 
the Europeans and Anglo-Indians, when the original Act X of 1859, in 
pursuance of the intention of liord Cornwallis indications in Regulation 
I of 1793, gave to the occupancy raiyats and holders of homestead for 
more than 12 years, rights of transfer and bequest in the same manner 
and to the same extent as any other immovable property. I have 
endeavoured to show that there is sufficient and clear indication of the 
intention to give such rights even in the Bengal Tenancy Act, VIII of 
1885, and now, after a series of decisions of the High Court, the Council, 
I hope, will support the Bill to confer such rights on the occupancy, 
jniyats in clear and unmistakeable terms. 

After Act YIII of 1885, the first amendment was made by Act III 
(B. C. of 1898), which does not touch transferability of occupancy rights. 

Then the second amendment of the Act was made by Act I (B. C. 
of 1903), which merely dealt with the provisions relating to the trimsfer 
of permanent tenures. 

Then the third amendment was by Act I (B. C. of 1907), which 
deals with the preparation of a reeord;*of-Tight8 and settlement of fair 
and^quitaUe rents. 
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VhB Act, 1907, ^was confined to Bengal proper ; and its 

proTisiotiia l^d to be rj»«6nacted as Act I of 1908 of Eastern Bengal and 
Assam witb snob alterations as were considered snitable to local 
condi^otiliii , 

* tker^rissa (Tenancy Bill was introduced by the Hon’ble 
Mr. Sla^ in 1911 {22nd July), and the Bill was finally passed by the 
Bengal Council on the 27th March, 1912. But the assent of the Governor 
General in Council being withheld, as the new province of Bihar was 
going to be constituted soon, the Orissa Tenancy Bill was finally 
introduced in the Bihar Legislative Council ip 1913 and was passed. 

In both these amendments of the Bengal Tenancy Act, VIII of 1885, 
which were passed both in Bengal and Bihar, there were express provis- 
ions with regard to transfer of occupancy rights and hence this Council 
will^be forced to hold that the transfer and bequest of occupancy rights 
should not be deferred from the raiyats of Bengal any longer. 

There may be objections from the side of zamindars that thoy are the 
proprietors of the soil. But during the Hindu and Muhammadan times 
the king was the paramount lord and the cultivatofs were the proprietors 
of the soil and they paid one-sixth of the produce to the king as rent. 
According to Manu — ‘‘The king is entitled to have a share in the pro- 
duce to the extent of one eighth, one-sixth, or one-twelfth as the nature 
of the soil and the labour necessary to cultivate it vary (Manu, Chapter 
VIII, Slok 1, Verse 130, Sir William Jones' translation of Manu." 
Cultivators' proprietory right can be deduced from the text — ‘‘ Sages 
pronounce cultivated land to be the property of him who^cut away the 
wood or who cleared and tilled it." (Manu, Chap. IX, Slok 1, Verse 44). 

It is the general principle that obtains in the Mulxamniadan law too 
and is recognised in Germany, Java and Bussia and, indeed, in most 
countries. It has been said, with considerable force, that as the king's 
share of grain was limited to one-sixth or at most one-fourth, there must 
have been another proprietor for the remaining five-sixth, or three-fourth, 
and such proprietors undoubtedly were the cultivators of the soil who 
are styled as raiyats in the Bengal Tenancy Act, The zamipdars have 
come between the king and the cultivators. At the time the zamindars' 
rents were fixed permanently, the zamindars were enjoined to deal with 
their ^lukdars, raiyats and other cultivators of the soil with considera- 
tion. One stock argument advanced is that the occupancy raiyats will 
be reduced to the status of day-labourers by being sold out of their hold- 
ings. ' But there are thousand and one instances that occupancy raiyats, 
by their labour and good management, have risen to be the purchasers 
of tfie rights of their landlords. No legislation can restrict the manner 
of enjoying property in a progressive society. If the Council wants that 
the ocoupaucy raiyats would for ever remain an ignorant, primitive 
people, then alone they can restrict the transfer of occupancy holdings 
lest the raiyats phy into the hands of their mahajant and lose their occu- 
pancy rights. Every one who has any intimacy with the eouhtry knows 
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vciry well that transferability would be re|p»rded fkbi a bodit^^by the occu^ 
]iancy raiyatH and they are not afraid that ^thein genua will Ji}e Teplaoed by 
that of the mahajans and thus they will be .reduced to the* atatiia of 
tenants at-will or day-labourers. 

Statistics made before 1885 show the uumlilir of traiiatersj^il^^tiKbiM- 
pancy rights in Bengal. In 1881-82 there were 40,899 in 

1882-83, 48,362 ; in 1883-84, 65,905 ; and at present the transfers, approxi- 
mately aniount to 260,000 annually. In the course of the debate in the 
Imperial Council, the Lieutenant-Governor naid~“In our first proposal 
to the Government of India, two years ago (1883), wb recommended 
adoption of the right of transfer throughout Bengal;’^ and the afore- 
mentioned statistics show that the number of transfers increased from 
40,899 in 1881, to 55,905 in 1888, and now it has risen to 250,000. 

Several members have suggested that the Bengal Tenancy Act be so 
amended as to secure fixity of rent for ever. I leave it to' the 'Cbuncil to 
consider if they are going to fix the rent of the settled or occupancy 
raiyats. Let them consider at what rate they are going to fix the rent of 
the raiyats; whether the abolition of the ttihandi system be advan- 
tageous or giving the occupancy raiyats various rights to invoke the 
Penal Code at every step in transactions between the raiyat and his 
landlord. 

Another hon'ble member suggested the formation of a committee to 
consider and report what amendments are needed in the Bengal Tenancy 
Act. Hon^ble members are fully aware that hope deferred maketh the 
heart sick. The formation of a committee and the submission of a 
report will involve lapse of years. While you are going to give the 
raiyats rights of tiunsfer, the tenants are being ousted fi*om their lands 
and reduced to penniless beggars. So the sooner the Council give them 
the right the better it is for the raiyats. Swift and sure ought to be the 
remedy which was proposed in 1886, but was deferred, at the instance of 
vested interests, by the wealth and intelligence of the land*; and now 
under the legis of the Befprmed Council not a single day should .be losi 
in giving iheni the most pecessary and the long deferred rights. So t 
appeal to the members of the Council not to throw out this i^od^st BiB if 
they have really the raiyats* welfare at heart; to set to 
propose further amendments and incorporate them in the pr^n^BKI^nd 
thus pass it into law. . ' 

Now in order to recognise the transfer the raiyats shall to pay a 
naror. frofii time immemorial the aamindars have l^n recovering 
nazar^kenwej a transfer of occupancy rights takes place sambih 
dan* rate been fixed in this Bill at twp annas per rupee of the 
gl^^ion m 1 leave it to the Council to deeide whi^^w^ad be 

w 
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to benefit t^ jBamindars in enhancing the rents of a raiyat on the ground 
that he held lands in excess of that originally let out to him. Hon’ble 
members of the Council know full well that lands were not in demand oiily 
a few years ago. The railways and steamers have opened the interior of 
the country to merchants and traders and great demand for the crops 
produced by the lands has considerably increased their value. Hence 
there being no greater demand for the lands the zamindars came to cast 
about in their minds how they could increase the rents. When the lands 
were given originally to the raiyats the zamindars were only too glad to 
find raiyats for cultivating them, and so they gave the lands without any 
measurement only specifying their boundaries and only an approximate 
area waH^ jffiessed at to fix the rent ; moreover the unit of measurement 
was no¥^6^tly what it is to-day. But it has been urged by legislation 
that a cust^ of measurement prevailed when the lands were let out and 
if any excess land is found over and above the land originally let out, the 
rent of the raiyat should be enhanced. Here, wealth and intelligence 
and education of the zamindars are pitted against the poverty, ignorance 
and illiteracy of the raiyats. In addition to the advantages of education, 
the zamindars came to the field with expert knowledge in the persons of 
their amins. The fallacy of the whole thing lay in this that while the 
lands were meted out to tenants in arbitrary measurements, the same 
lands were measured according to scieniific methods of modern times and 
the inevitable excess area came to be taxed to the utter dismay of the 
raiyats. Would not this Council in the exercise of their judgment and 
reason rather render help to the weaker party than to the stronger P In 
the notes on the clauses to the Bill which afterwards became Act I (B.C.) 
of 1907, it is said the proposed modification of section 62 will allow the 
custom of settlement on measurement to be taken as a presumption that 
the area of a tenure or holding mentioned in the landlord’s papers has been 
ascertained by actual measurement and thux make it easier for the land- 
lords to prove the existence of excess area. ” Thus clauses 6 and 6 added 
to section 62 of the Bengal Tenancy Act successively in 1898 and then in 
1907 will show how custom and usage, when landlords were concerned, 
have given place to positive evidence of presumption. When the land- 
lordg could not prove the custom of measurement in a few cases before 
the Special jpdges under the Rent Law) Ihe legislature came to their 
rescue^ and enacted that the presumption should always be that the area 
of the tenure or holding has been entered in the patta^ kahuliyat or rent- 
roll after actual measurement. Would not the present legislature, based 
on popular franchise, come to the rescue of the raiyats when two and a 
half lacs of transfers take place annually, to do away with the vagueness 
of custom or usage altogether, and enact that transfers are made by the 
raiyats in exercise of their legitimate rights which are acquiesced in by 
tboir landlords on payment of a reasonable nazar? The nebulous custom 
and usage,, always the fruitful source of controversy in which the weaker 
party is always worsted to the detriment of justice, should no longer find 
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place in the Bengal Tenancy Act when the right of transfer or bequest 
of occupancy rights and the right of cutting down trees planted by the 
raiyats or their ancestors are in question. It is for this reason that the 
pri'posed amendment of sub-section 6 in section 62 has been brought be- 
fore the hon’ble members of the Council and I sincerely hope that I shall 
be allowed to introduce the Bill. The Permanent Settlement is spoken 
of as the Magna Charta of the landed aristocracy of Bengal. We go fur- 
ther and say it is the Magna Charta of the tenantry too, and I have read 
to the Council the regulations and provisions made by Lord Cornwallis. 
To the representatives of the raiyats of Bengal as being the chosen few of 
the popular franchise — the gift of His Imperial Majesty to the population 
of the province — also to the representatives of the EuropJ^ns and the 
Anglo-Indians, to the representatives of Commerce and Indijs^y, to the 
representatives of the landlords and the municipal population who all 
have to depend on the raiyats for their necessaries of life, the opportunity 
that has presented itself to enact a law for the welfare of the raiyats of 
Bengal should not be thrown away, but should be utilised to the fullest 
extent. If you give to the raiyats the right of transfer and bequest, you 
complete the bundle of the rights which are conferred by the Transfer of 
Property Act to the whole of India, and the raiyats will rise superior and 
strong, self-reliant and conscious of their own powers, will be “ manly 
and useful citizens assisting their landlords and their gracious 
Sovereign in converting jungles and wastes into green fields. 

The PRESIDENT* You have already exceeded your time-limit. 
How(‘ver, I give you five minutes more to finish. 

Mauivi YAKUINUDDIN AHMED: The reformed Council is going 
to give to the people higher ideals of political and social life ; improved 
sanitation and education will give them the means of attaining happiness 
and prosperity. It is high time that the raiyats should be given the 
rights of transfer and bequest, the right to cut down trees and that they 
should be freed from harassment and unnecessary enhancement of rent. 

With these observations I be^ to place the Bill before the Council and 
I hope that a favourable treatment will be accorded to it. ^ ^ 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN \ As this is a private Bill, at this stage I only wish to say that 
Government do not propose to oppose the introduction of the Bill, but I 
reserve the right to speak at a later stage. 

Kumar 8HIB SHEKHARESWAR RAY: I beg to oppose motion 
under section 52, sub-section 1 of the Council Manual. If you will 
kindly ])ermit me, I shoitld like to give my reasons for doing uto. [The 
member proceeded to discuss the Bill] ' 
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Th6 PRESIDENT: I do not- think I can permit you to discuss the 
provisions of the Bill at this stage. The (jpiestiou of leave to introduce 
the Bill must, under the rules, be put to the vote at once. 

HESHEE CASE LAW: I rise to oppose the Bill. No case 
lias been made out 

The PRESIDENT: I must interrupt you. There can be no debate 
on the merits of the Bill on a motion like this. You can pre.ss for a 
division if you like, but no debate can be iiennittcd at this stage. 

Raja RESHEE CASE LAW: Then 1 simply my that T oppose the 
Bill, us no case has been made out. 

Maulvi EKRAMUL HUQ: It gives me much pleasure to support 
the original motion. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi WA8IMUDDIN AHMED: I beg to support 
the motion. 

On the motion being put, a division was taken with the following 
result ; — 


AYES. 


Atimad, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Watlmuddln. 
Ahmed, Maulvi Rail Uddin. 

Ahmed, Maulvi Yakuinuddin. 

Ali, Mr. Syed Erfan. 

Arhamuddin, Maulvi Khandakar. 

Barma, llai Sahib Panohanan. 

Bhattaeharji, Baku Hem Chandra. 

Bose, Mr. S. M. 

Catheart, Mr. M. 

Chaudhuri, Maulvi Shah Muhammad. 

Das, Baku Bhiihmadtv, 


Outti Mr. AJoy Chundor. 

Has, Shah Syed Emdadul. 

Huq, Maulvi Ekraraul. 

Huesain, Maulvi Mahammed Madastur. 
Karim, Maulvi Failul. 

Khan, Maulvi Hamid-ud-din. 

Khan, Maulvi Md. Ranque Uddin. 
Mulliok, Baku Nirode Behary, 

Rauf, Maulvi Shah Akdur. 

Ray Chaudhuri, Mr. Krishna Chandra. 
Salam, Khan Bahadur Abduo. 


NOES. 


Addy, Baku Amulya Ohone. 

Ahmed, Munehi Jafar. 

Aley, Shaikh Mahkoeb. 

Ali, Munehi Amir. 

Ali, Munehi Ayub. 

Aiam, Khan Bahadur Khwaja Mehamed. 
Chamnkar, Baku Raeik Chandra. 
Chaudhuri, Babu Kishori Mohan. 
Chaudhuri, BabdT Tankanath. 

Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Haftiar 
Rahman. 

Chaudhuri, Rai Harendranath. 

Chaudhuri, Sir Aehutaeh. 

Dae Qunta, Babu Nibaran Chandra. 
OuttBa^aku Annada Oharaii. 

Faroqul, Mr« K. a M- 
Ohatak, Rai Sahib Nilmani. 

Chade, Mr. O. C. 

Gheea, Rai Bahadur dogendra Chundor. 
Garden, Mr. A. D. 

Khan, Baku Davandra Lai. 

Khaa, Mr. Rasavr RahaiaB. 


Larmour, Mr. P. A. 

Law, Raja Raehea Caet. 

Makramali, Munehi. 

Mitra, Rai Bahadur Mahendra Chandra. 
Mukharji, Babu Satieh Chandra. 
Mukherjee, Baku Nitya Dhan. 
Mukhapadkaya, Baku Sarat Ckandra. . 
Mulliok, Babu Surendra Nath. 

Raikat, Mr. Praeanna Deb. 

Ray, Baku Bhakendra Chandra. 

Ray, Baku Surendra Nath. 

Ray, Kumar Shik Shekkareewar. 

Ray Choudhury, Raja Manmatha Nath. 
Roy, Baku Bijoy Prosad Singh. 

Roy, Baku Nalini Nath. 

Roy, Maharaja Bahadur Kehaunieh 
Chandra. 

Roy, Rai Bahadur Lalit Mohan Singh. 
Ray, Raja Manilall Singh. 

Sarkar, Babu dacoeh Chandra, 

Sarkar, Babu Riehindra Nath, 
iinha, Baku turandra Narayan. 


ThQ Ayes being 22 and the Noes 42, the motion was lost. 

L I 
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Resolutions 

(under the rules for the discussion of matters of general public interest). 
Withdrawal of resolutions. 

Mauivi A. K. FAZL-UL HAQ being absent, tbe following re^iolu- 
tion was deemed to be withdrawn : — 

I’liis Council recommends to the Government that immediate steps 
be taken to give effect to the resolution carried in the Bengal Legilsa- 
tive Council on the 7th April, 1915, for the establishment of a City Civil 
Court in Calcutta.*' 

Babu SURENDRA NATH RAY: 1 beg to withdiaw the resolution 
standing in my name. 

'Ihe following resolution was then withdrawn : — 

“ This Council recommjpnds to the Government that early steps be 
taken to give effect to the resolution passed at a meeting of this Council 
for the establishment of a City Civil Court for Calcutta for the trial of 
suits up to Rs. 10,000 in value." 

Postponement of Resolutions. 

Babu KI8H0RI MOHAN GHAUDHURI: I beg that my resolu- 
tion might be postponed. As the Hon'ble Sir Sureiulra Nath is not 
Jjcre to-day, I may be allowed to move it to-morrow. 

The PRESIDENT: If you do not move it to-day, it will go to the 
bottom of the List of Business. 

The following resolution (No. 3) was then, with the permission of 
the President, postponed and placed at the bottom of the Idst of Busi- 
ness : — 

" This Council recommends to the Government that immediate steps 
be taken to establish a Medical College at Bhov/aiiipur, Calcutta." 

The following motion and resolutions were, with the permission of 
the President, postponed and placed at the bottom of the liist of Busi- 
ness : — ^ 

" 4. Babu SURENDRA NATH MULLIGK to move by way of 
amendment to resolution No. 3 that after the word ‘ College ' the 
words ‘ or schools * be inserted. 

" 5. Mr. 8. R» DA8: This Council recommends to the Government 
lhat a committee, consisting of official and non-official members be 
appointed to consider and report as to whether the posts of Divisional 
(\)mmissioners may be abolished with due regard to efficiency; and, if 
their opinion be in the affirmative, to report as to the steps to be taken 
to give effect to such opinion. 
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6. Maulvi ABDUL KARIM: This Counoil recommends to the 
Government that the tenure of office of Government Pleaders and Public 
Prosecutors appointed in the mufassal be limited lo a period ot five years 
or such other period as the Government may think fit. 

'' 7. Dr. JATINDRA NATH MOITRA: This Council recommends 
to the Government that the age restriction of the Calcutta University 
for appearing at the Matriculation Examination be abolished. 

Mr, HU8EYN 8HAHEED 8UHRAWARDY: This Council 
lecommends to the Government that the necessary stei>s bo taken to 
reduce the minimum age for a student appearing at the Matriculation 
Examination to 14 years.’* 

P^nskura railway station. 

Babu 8ARAT CHANDRA MUKHOPADHAYA: This Council 
recommends to the Government that they may be pleased to request 
the Bengal-Nagpur Railway authorities to remove, early, the great 
inconvenience felt by jrassengers for want of suitable waiting rooms, 
alike for ladies and for first and second class passengers, generally, on 
the Panskura railway station.” 

Tamluk is a very big and important subdivision of the Midnaix)re 
district. It has four permanent Civil Courts, two Criminal Courts, and 
three honorary Magistrates’ benches which sit daily. There are many 
big local zamindars and landholders in Tamluk. A large number of 
zamindars w^ho are residents of Calcutta and other districts have also 
zamindaries in the Tamluk subdivision. The town ot Midiiapore is the 
headquarters of the district. The means of communication between 
Midnapore and Tamluk is the Bengal-Nagpur Railway vid Panskura 
station. The distance of the Panskura railway station from the town 
of Tamluk is a little over 16 miles, which is covered by u District Board 
metalled road. The means of communication between Calcutta and 
Tamluk is either by steamer which plies between Calcutta and Ghatal 
on the rivers Hooghly and Rupnarain; or by the Bengal-Nagpur Rail- 
way vi4 Panskura station or Kola Ghat station. A.ftcr the construc- 
tion of the ,)|ig railway bridge across the river Rupnarain near Kola 
Ghat the portion of the river Rupnarain below the Kola bridge has 
become so much interspersed with chars that the steamer service to 
Tamluk is daily becoming inconvenient and threatens to be impossible 
befoi^ long. The steamers cannot approach, far less reach, Tamluk, 
but the passengers have to tranship into boats on the river Rupnarain 
about three miles from the to^n and during ebb-tide they have to wade 
through the soft unsettled chars for over two miles before reaching the 
town. Besides,' there are treacherous sand banks in that cJiar and the 
passengers have to run the risk of being embedded in them. No v^onder 
persons generally prefer travelling by the Bengal-Nagpur RailVay in 
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coming to Calcutta or Midnapore. There are two companie^s running 
motor — taxis or lorries between Tamluk and the Panskura railway 
station for convenience of the public. Motors run eight times a day 
between Tamluk and Panskura and the cars are ^»enerally overcrowded, 
even first class passengers cannot get seats unless they secure seats half 
an hour before the starting time. As there are several civil and criminal 
courts in Tamluk, counsels and vakils from Calcutta and Midnapore 
occasionally come to Tamluk for conducting cases. High Government 
officials such as the Divisional Commissioner, the District Magistrate, 
the Assistant Magistrate, the District Judge, the Superintendent of 
Police, the Civil Surgeon, etc., have occasionally to come to Tamluk for 
inspection and on other public business. The Subdi\ isioiial Magistrate 
and the chairman of the Tamluk local board, have to go to Midnapore 
every month to attend district board meetinj^s. Respectable gentle- 
men, such as zamindars, pleaders, mukhtears and merchants, have occa- 
sionally to go to Midnapore and Calcutta. Private gentlemen . with 
their families have occasionally to go to Midnapore, Calcutta, and other 
places by railway vid Panskura station. But there are no waiting 
rooms at the Panskura station either for Indian ladies or for first and 
second class passengers. These gentlemen have to walk on the bare 
platform or to sit under the plants on the platform during the wait in 
summer as well os in the rainy season. The station building is rather 
a small structure, half of which is occupied by the booking office, etc. , 
and the other half is taken up by a very large wooden chest of the 
railway company, the weighing machine, the water-filter and the 
water buckets; and what of open space there remains is generally 
occupied by parcels and luggages. The small verandah without any 
seat on the up platform serves as a waiting room for third class pas- 
sengers and this, too, is quite insufficient to accommodate them. 
There is a small bench about six feet long put in front of the doors 
of the station master’s room, which can accommodate four i>ersons 
with difficulty and this bench is generally occupied by the station 
staff. The Bengal-Nagpua: Railway trains are most irregular, the 
down trains generally come late by" from half to two or three hours. 
It is natural, therefore, that the first and second class passengers have 
to loiter on the bare platform. After the last Council election, the 
Subdivisional Magistrate had to remain at the Panskura station from 
morning till evening for collection and despatch of the ballot jiaper 
boxes. That gentlemen had to take with him a chair and two stools 
to the station and had to take his seat under a tree on the platfora, 
and these stools served the twofold purpose of dining and office table 
and his chaprcbn had to stand by him and drive away crows from the 
tree so that they might not sjwil his dress. Some inspecting officers 
when coming to Tamluk missed the motor-car and had to wait for 
three or four hours at the Panskura station for the next available 
motor-dar. These European gentlemen had to spread their table doth 
.faiK>n two bundles of gunny bags lying on the platform to serve as a 
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dining table and to take their aeats upon two luggages. It is easy 
to imagine the inconvenience felt by respectable ladies who have no 
other alternative than to wait under trees on the platform and tak^ 
shelter there from the sun and i*ain. The hardship, worry and trouble 
felt by Indian ladies and first and second class passengers for want 
of suitable waiting looms pass all jiowers of description. Representa- 
tions were made more than once to the railway authorities but to no 
effect. I have therefore thought it imperative to chamx>ion the c ause 
of the sufferers and move the resolution in the earnest hope of its being 
carried without opposition. 

The Hon’ble the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURL 
Khan Bahadur: I accept this resolution in so tar as it only asks the 
government to make a request to the Bengal-Nagpur Railway Company to 
provide waiting rooms for the convenience of passengers which will meet 
the wishes of the mover of the resolution. The authorities of the Bengal- 
Nagpur Railway have informed Government that, although the nec'essity 
for providing waiting room accomodation is receiving attention, the 
construction of permanent waiting rooms must necessarily be delayed 
owing to the remodelling of the station yard, and to the present financial 
stringency. 

This remodelling is necessary as it is consequent on the early pro- 
vision of further traffic facilities at Pamskura Station. 

Government are prepared to assist the travelling public to obtain 
.such amenities as are possible, but the Bailw^ay Department of the 
Public Works Department is not empowered to exerci.se control over 
the internal working of a railway system, of which the provision of 
waiting rooms or other station buildings is a concrete part. 

In such a case as the present, which affects a railway station on a 
trunk line of railway, the power of control is vested in the Railway Board 
and the authority of the Railway Department of the local Government 
is limited to bringing the needs of the travelling public to the notice 
of the Railway Company. 

The Railway Department may also request a Railway Company to 
obviate those needs by providing for them, but it cannot insist on its 
demands being complied with. 

In the present case I am prepared to ask the Railway Company to 
provide temporary waiting rooms until permanent buildings can be 
erected for the purpose, but I cannot compel the Railway Company to 
do what 1 ask. 

l^he resolution was then put and agreed to. 

Postponement of Resolution. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi WA8IMUDDIN AHMED: I have been asked 
* hy the Secretary to the Member in charge to postpone my resolution 
for 'O day or two. 
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The PRESIDENT! It is postponed and will ^ to the bottom of the 
List. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi WA8IMUDDIN AHMED: I'would like to 
iwstpone it for two days. 

The PRESIDENT: I can allow you to go on now or the motion must 
go to the bottom. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi WA8IMUDDIN AHMED: It I have no other 
alternative I suppose it must go to the bottom. 

The following resolution was then postponed: — 

“ This Council recommends to the Government — 

(i) that the typists and copyists of the Civil, Criminal and Revenue 
Courts be organised into a regular establishment, with fixed 
salaries on a time-scale basis, and with the conditions and 
privileges attached to the Government services; and 

(it) that the services of the existing typists and copyists be counted 
towards their pension. 

Withdrawal of Resolution. 

Babu FANINDRALAL DE: [ ))eg leave to withdraw the following 
resolution : — 

“ This Council recommends to the Government that a comprehen- 
sive scheme be prepared and works duly started to utilise, 
properly, the natural waterways, and to excavate new ones, 
suitable to the geographical and ti^ographical nature of the 
country. '' 

The resolution was then withdrawn 

Calcutta University. 

Babu JATIUDRA NATH BA8U: This Council recommends to the 
Government that steps be taken to effect the following changes in the 
Calcutta Ifniversity, namely: — 

(a) that at least 80 per cent, of the Fellows of the University 

should be elected ; 

(b) that the registered graduates of the University should elect at 

least 60 per cent, of the Fellows; and 

(c) that the fee for enrolment on the list of registered graduates 

should be Be. 2, and the annual subscriptions of registered 
. graduates should be Bs. 2;’^ 

The University of* Calcutta was established in 1867. At the. com^ 
menoement, the controlling authority of the University was a^Sea^i 
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which consisted of the Fellows of the University. At that time all 
the Fellows were nominated by the Government; and this went on till 
about 1889 or 1890, when the Marquess of Lansdowne, as the (Jhan- 
eellor of the University, introduced an element of election ; he gave the 
Fellows the privilege of electing a small proportion of their own body. 
That continued for 13 or 14 years until the passing of Lord Curzou’s 
University Act. Under that Act, the institution which we all know 
as the Registered Graduates was established. The Registered Gradu- 
ates are graduates of the University of a certain standing, that is to 
say, they iiiust be Masters of Arts or holders of similar or higher 
degrees. Doctors or Masters of Science, or they must be llachelors of 
10 years’ standing. They are entitled to bo placed on the list of 
Registered Graduates upon certain payments. The payments are an 
initial fee of Rs. 30 and a recurring fee of Rs. 10 every year. The 
privileges that they have for these payments and for being placed on 
the list of Registered Graduates are that they get certain publications 
of the University free of charge and they can elect a very small pro- 
portion of the Fellows — I believe the proportion that they can elect 
does not exceed 20 per cent. Having regard to the fact that the Univer- 
sity has now a very large number of graduates and that the public now 
take a very considerable amount of interest in University education, the 
tima has now come when the constitution of the University should be 
1 ‘eudered more popular. 

In other departments of public life, viz., those that are under- the 
Minister in charge of Local Self-Government, we are having measures 
which are gradually popularising the local bodies. We have not heard 
yet as to what is being done about popularising the University. We 
all know of what the Calcutta University Commission has lecominended. 
In paragraph 24 of their Report, they say; — 

Advisable as it may be to make use of nomination as a means of securing the 
right composition — at once representative and administratively homefgeneous — in a 
small body charged with executive functions, we aie doubtful whether nominoition i^ 
the best method to adopt in a predominant degree for the constitution of a large 
body, the main function of which should be to keep an executive in touch with public 
opinion. In such a case it is desirable that the znembers of the largo body should 
feel that in a real sense they are spokesmen of special bodies and though not to tho 
pre}udice of their independence of judgment, responsible for giving expres- 
sickii to the views which those bodies entertain. 

As I have said, a very large number of graduates belong to the 
several faculties — ^Law, Engineering, Medicine and various departments 
of Sotence as well as of Arts. They take a very considerable amount of 
interest in the affairs of the University. They have by their own examina- 
tion and tuition fees contributed in a great mca.sure towards the up- 
keep of the University. There is no reason why they should not have 
a voice— a controlling voice — in the management of the University. 
They know what they want, they know what the country wants and to 
ijiakcf the University an exponent of the views ol the public hi its 
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various requirements, it is necessary that the constitution of the Univer- 
sity should be so popularised as to focus the opinion of the public in the 
various departments of the studies which the University imparts. My 
proposal is that a certain proportion, viz., 20 per cent, be set apart for 
fiomination. But as regards the remaining 80 per cent.f they should 
be elected. I propose that 60 per cent, be elected by the Registered 
Graduates, of whom there is a very large number, the remaining 20 per 
cent, being elected by the teachers and professors who are concerned 
with the education which the University imimrts. 

As regards the fees, what I desire to say is that the fee that is now 
eliarged for enrolment on the list of Registered Graduates is too' high. 
There is a very large number of graduates who aie ordinarily clerks aiid 
teachers in schools in receipt of a very small salary and it would be a 
hardship to them to pay the large sum of Rs. 10. For professional men 
and men in the higher services, probably that would be a small sum, 
but to the large majority of graduates, it would not bo a small sum! 
Ihe publications of the University that are distributed free among the 
Registered Graduates need not be distributed free and the University may 
say that they will be supjdied at a little low’er cost or a little over the 
cost price. 

On these grounds T move the resolution that stands in my name. 

Babu RI8HIHDRA NATH SARKAR moved by way of amendment: 

This Council recommends to the Government that steps be taken to 
effect the following changes in the Calcutta University, namely: — 

(a) that at least 80 per cent, of the Fellows of the University 
should be elected ; 

(h) that all persons who have taken the degrees of Doctors and 
Masters in any faculty and those who have graduated in any 
faculty not less than 7 years before the date of election shall 
be entitled to elect 60 per cent, of the Fellows; and 

(c) that no fee, whatsoever, be charged from any graduate who is 
entitled to take imrt in such election.*’ 

The result of this amendment is that the original motion is amended 
by items (b) and (c). Item (b) is proposed, because the electorate 
which elects one member only to this Legislative Council, a more> respon- 
sible body than that of the Calcutta University, are graduates of 7 years’ 
standing. But if the motion that is proposed be given effect to the 
result will be that a far lesser number of graduates — I mean the Regis- 
tered Graduates — ^will elect 60 per cent, of the Fellows. From the 
result of the election of past years by ]^gistered Graduates of Fellows 
of the Calcutta University, We find that about 600 Registered Gradu- 
ates usually take part in the election. So the result will be that 
live hundred graduates will elect 60 per cent, of the Feilows of the Cal- 
cutta University. My proposal, therefore, is that a larger electorate 
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than that which elects a member to this legislative body should be the 
electorate which should elect Fellows of the Calcutta University. Tlie 
amendment which I propose will give us an electorate .a little larger 
than that for the election of members to this Council; because by this 
amendment I propose that all graduates of 7 years’ standing and Doctors 
and Masters of any faculty as soon as they obtain the degree should take 
part in the election. So a larger electorate will elect 00 ler cent, of 
the Fellows of the Calcutta University. 

Then as regards item (c) my submission is that the graduates should 
take part in the election more generally than they used to tlo in previous 
years; and in ord.er to induce the graduates to take ivart in the elec- 
tions there should be na fees at all. By this I do not intend that the 
income of the University should in any way be affected, because the 
Registered Graduate^s will be there; they pay a subscription of Its. 10 
and they get some benefit^ — I believe they get the University Calendar 
and some other publications. They are entitled to use the University 
library and enjoy also certain other i>rivileges. So by this atnendmeiii 
no harm will be done to the University; on the other hand it will popu- 
larise the University by inducing the graduates to take part in the 
elections. 

With these words I commend this amoAdment to the acceptance of 
the Council. 

Babu ANN ADA CHARAN DUTTAs I beg to .support the amend- 
ment. As a ma-tter of fact I do not think there is much difference 
between the original motion and the amendment so far as the principle 
of election is involved. It is now too late in the day to deny that in the 
management of the Calcutta University the elective principle should be 
more fully followed if we are to nationalise University education. From 
that point of view we would like to have cent, per cent, elected mem- 
bers on the University Senate. Now coming to the next point as to the 
realisation of certain fees for registration of graduates, I am sorry to 
differ from the jiroposer of the original motion. There was a time when 
the M.A.'s and B.A.'s of a certain period — I believe 1863 was the period — 
were allowed to elect a certain number of Fellows on the Senate. I 
rememl)er to have voted for my friend Bai Mahendra Chandra Mitra 
Bahadur and I am glad to say that he has justified his election. At that 
time there was no such thing as the registration of graduates to entitle 
them to vote, nor was any fee realised from them. If it is really to be 
dealt with as a question of franchise and there is any value put upon 
the ^xercise of this franchise I do not see why anything should be 
exacted from the graduates who take part in the election of the Fellows. 
One migfht say that the University purse will be poorer. Therefore, 
in some indirect way some money should somehow or other be realised. 
But the gentlemen who will take part in the election Will be helping 
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in the management of the University and should lather be paid for their 
labours instead of making them pay something for the exercise of their 
franchise. With these words I beg to support the amendment proposed 
by Mr. Sarkar. 

Rai JOCENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur; This resolution and 
the amendment to it are certainly good. I would prefer the amendment 
to the resolution. I was the first elected Fellow of the Calcutta Univer- 
sity by the Masters of Arts and Doctors. Since then the rule has been 
changed and graduates are entitled to elect Fellows; but only such 
graduates who pay Rs. 10 a year, with the result that not more than one 
thousand graduates are enrolled as Registered Graduates. Who are 
these menP These are gentlemen who are mostly examiners. The 
result we all know is that there is no fair election of the Fellows to the 
Calcutta University. Therefore it is time that the rule should be 
changed and graduates should be allowed to vote without any payment. 
Is it not known to many members that at the time of the election the 
candidates for election sometimes pay Rs. 10 for many of the graduates 
for l)eing registered? That is the reason why I object to even Rs. 2. 
Wliy should there be any payment at all? Graduates of 7 years’ stand- 
ing elect a member to the Legislative Council without any payment. 
Why should not they be allowed to elect Fellows without a payment of 
Rs. 2 or Rs. 10? It is a bad and vicious system altogether. 

While I support this amendment, I must say that there is a great 
obstacle to it. What is the use of passing this amendment or this 
resolution without any legislation. We thought and expected that as 
soon as the Government of India sent the University Bill to this Coun- 
cil it would be introduced. But it has not yet been introdticed; and I 
do not know when it would be introduced or whether it would be intro- 
duced at all. If that Bill is not introduced soon what is the good of 
passing this resolution, as it cannot be given effect to without an amend- 
ment of the present law. Therefore, all we can do is to express a hope 
that it should be so; so far we can go and no further. I shall tell you 
a further reason why it should be so. There is a cry and a persistent 
cry that education should be national in this country. Let the Senate 
of the Calcutta University be composed wholly of members 'elected by 
all the graduates of this country. It shall certainly then .be a national 
University. Whosoever may deny its national character it will not 
matter much. Therefore it is right that the Government should take 
courage in both hands and legislate that the graduates of the University 
should be entitled to elect the entire Senate. Then 3^011 may say— 
“ Here you are, your University is wholly national in character.” 
And I shall certainly welcome the day when this shall be done and if the 
Government brings in a Bill, I shall certainly put in that provision. 
As it is all we can do is to express our opinion that it should be so and no 
more. In that view of tjie matter alone I support the amendment. 
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The Hon'ble Mr. P. C. MITTER: With your permission I wish to 
intervene at this stage in the hope that if I state the Government view 
of the* matter, perhaps the debate will be shortened. My friends are 
all aware that the provision about the numl)er of elected members on 
the Senate is a statutory provision. Under the Indian Universities Ai't, 
10 per cent. are. to be retunied by the llegistered Graduates, 10 per cent, 
to be returned by the faculties, and 80 per cent, to be nominated by 
Government. Now that is a statutory provision and as llai Jogendva 
Chunder Ghose Bahadur has rightly pointed out, it can only be changed 
by another statute. Therefore, this question is a question of mere 
academic interest for the present. When the time for changing tlie 
present University Act comes, the recommendations of this Council will 
be of very great weight. But the Council will remember, in this con- 
nection, that it is not possible for Government at this stage to formu- 
late the lines of the University legislation. As members of Council 
know we are not financially vary well off and that we have made certain 
representations to the Government of India and the Secretary of State 
for improving our financial position. If the answer be favourable and 
if we have money at our diaxmsal, speaking provisionally, I may say that 
1 desire to follow the lines of the recommendations of the Calcutta Uni- 
versity Commission’s Report. Members of Council are also aware that 
if the Government follow the lines of the Calcutta University Commis- 
sion’s Reiwrt then the largest body will be the court; there will be vari- 
ous other bodies, the Executive Council, etc. 

On the other hand if the Government of India do not listen to our 
representation it is not possible to legislate on the lines of the Calcutta 
University Commission’s Report. Then I may have to consult this 
Council about legislation on other lines. It may be i)ossible to change 
the present constitution of the Calcutta University, perhaps retaining 
the Senate or an Executive Council in place of the Syndicate, but there 
again whenever there is any question of legislation I have got to come 
before this House and this House cannot say just now what their views 
will be on the Bill as a whole. For the present. Sir, I think the Hon’ble 
Members of the Council will be satisfied if I tell them that I have every 
possible sympathy with the object of this resolution and I shall place 
myself in the hands of this Council and shall try to give effect to their 
recommendatibns. But as the Council will have an opi)ortunity to go 
into this matter when legislation is before them, I may just as well point 
out that perhaps it will not be desirable from the object that they have 
in view, to proceed on the lines recommended by the resolution or by 
the amendment. I am sui^e the Council will agree with me that it will be 
necessary to provide seats in the Senate for a number of people who are 
connected with educational institutions. In the bald form in which the 
resolution and the amendment have l)een presented this cannot be pro- 
vided for. The Council will also agree with me that it would he neces- 
sary to provide for a number of Muhammadan gentlemen to be elected. 
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In the bald form of the resolution this cannot be done even if I accept 
the resolution or the amendment. It is also necessary that professors 
and teachers connected with Medicine, Engineering and liuw and various 
other institutions should be properly represented. Therefore, when it 
comes to legislation I am willing to accept the democratic principle 
underlying the resolution and the amendment, but it will not be nght 
to tie our hands as indeed our hands cannot be tied by a resolution of this 
nature because it is the Council which will decide the legislation. If it 
were an administrative matter, then the recommendations of the Council 
will have due weight with Government, but as it would be a matter for 
legislation I can only give the assurance that I am willing to accept the 
principle of the resolution and the amendment. I am willing to leave 
it to the vote of the non-official members of the Council and if the Coun- 
cil accept the position the discussion will, T hope, be short. 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH MULLICK: I certainly agree with 
Babu Jatindra Nath Basu, the mover of the resolution, but there is also 
no doubt that, as the Hon’ble Minister for Education has pointed out, 
the discussion of such a resolution at the present moment has only an 
academic interest more or less. As regards the resolution I will say 
this that it does not go far enough. It only provides for election by the 
Registered Graduates. I do not know whether the mover has made 
a particular study of the ways in which the* system of having Registered 
Graduates works. I say that this system of Registered Graduates 
must be done away with. Anybody who has studied the question 
knows fully that favouritism, which is the result of this system, has 
grown to an enormous extent of late, and it has become absolutely repul- 
sive in character. This must be put an end to, and I may therefore be 
allowed to place my views in advance on this subject that this system 
of Registered Graduates is absolutely mischievous. ^'Tt is mischievous 
again in this way. It practically consists only of professors and other 
people residing in and around Calcutta. It gives the surest chance to 
the Calcutta people, and no chance to the mufassal men at all. It pro- 
vides wonderful facilities for canvassing, which goes on to a shameful 
extent, and I say without any fear of contradiction that I know of 
instances where candidates for Fellowships have paid the fees of Regis- 
tered Graduates, which would seem incredible to you. But such is the 
case, and this is what is being done. If this University of ours is to 
be reformed, and we all think that it ought to be reformed, then not 
only this system of Registered Graduates, but the whole of the beehive 
must be destroyed, and the right of election must be thrown open to 
the whole body of graduates, say of 7 years’ standing, as in the case of 
election to the Council. If graduates of 7 years’ standing can elect 
members of the Legislative Council it is idle to say that they cannot be 
voters for University elections. Therefore I say, that instead of saying 
80 per cent, as in the resolution, we should have said something more, 



1921-1 


CALCUTTA UNIVEKSITY. 


179 


but as the resolution shows some appreciation of the mischievous charac-* 
ter of the existing system, I certainly support it, and 1 say that the 
mischief must be put an end to- 

As regards the fee the Mover wants it to be reduced to Es. 2. We 
know that this is being paid at Es. 10, and it is not spent in the interest 
of Eegistered Gradujites. It is spent on other things. Money is want- 
ing and any weapon is good for the University. I for myself have been 
a Eegistered Graduate for the last 15 years or so, and I have been get- 
ting all the University literature which I do not want and I do not know 
where to keep them. They are quite unnecessary. Nol)ody wants 
them. I therefore put my views in advance to show how the country 
feels as regards the syslem of Eegistered Graduates which has got to 
go. 

Dr. HA88AN 8UHRAWARDY: This resolution has caused some 
apprehension in the minds of the Muslim members of this Council, 
because it did not lay down any percentage as to the number of Fellows 
to be elected by the Eegistered Graduates or by others. I am myself a 
member of the Senate of the Calcutta University and I know that great 
importance is attached by the Muhammadan community to have their 
representatives on the various administrative academic bodies and am 
aware of the good that their representatives, can do. Sir, the principle 
of communal representation has been recognised everywhere. My very 
presence here is due to that fact and when this principle has been recog- 
nised in other places, it should, I think, be also recognised in every other 
branch especially in the important branch of education. The speech of 
the Hon'ble the Minister for Education just a few minutes before has, to a 
certain extent, removed the feeling of danger from our minds, and 
although he could not give any definite assurance at the present moment, 
the discussion being now of an academic character, he has said that he 
will consider the question of Muslim representation when the refonned 
Universities legislation comes into existence. I wish to point out that 
the Universities Commission has made definite recommendations as to the 
percentage of Muslim representation. The University of Dacca has 
allotted 50 per cent., sl Muslims in its executive body, and I place my 
views in advance, that the Muslim interests should be adequately safe- 
guarded and represented in the reformed Calcutta University Senate, 
when it comes into existence. So far the Eegistered Graduates are 
concerned they have not shown justice and fairness to our best gradu- 
ates in the past, and I do not think their future action can be depended 
on with equanimity. I am glad the resolution has legal or statutory 
defects and therefore cannot be acted upon by Government even if it is 
passed through the Council. 

BalNl INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: The Hon’ble Minister for Edu- 
cation has been pleased to say that this resolution is more or less of an 
academic importance. It seems to me, Sir, that most of the resolutions 
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that we i-asA m this Council are of academic importance only because 
We have no right to sny the* the recommendations must he given effect 
to. All the same, there is no reason why we should not give expression 
to the sentiments that we feel uppermost in our minds. Sir, these are 
the days of democracy, and in the fitness of things, this spirit of demcH 
craciy should enter into the precincts of the Calcutta University. Lately 
we have heard a lot of criticism about the management of the Calcutta 
TTiiivcjsily and those who have carefully studied the proceedings o£ the 
Senate have sometimes wondered whether the discussions there, are the 
discussions of the r'cprosentatives of the best brains of this ooiiniry. 
The Calcutta University, like Caesar’s wife, should try to be above criti- 
cism, because it represents the best brains of the country; and how can 
we best effect tly^? By sending our best men there. Lately, Sir, a 
most curious spectacle has been seen of a large number of graduates 
having the right to elect a member of the Council, who have no right 
to elect a FelloV of the Calcutta University. Is this not strange? 
They can send a representative to this Council, but they cannot send 
a representative to the Senate. This sort of thing has got to come 
to an end. As my friend, Rai Jogendra Chiinder Ghose Bahadur, says 
that these are the days of national ideas in University training. Only 
a few' months ago, there was a great danger of the Calcutta University 
being boycotted by most of the students. We must see that this sort of 
thing does not occur again. We must, therefore, see that the real 
representative of the sUidents get into the senate and have a hand in the 
managomont of its affairs. I do not think there is anything more to be 
said in this matter. The establishment of the Dacca University has 
produced a keen competitor to the Calcutta University and we, who 
belong to the latter University, must see that it carries its laurels nobly 
and that its affairs remain above criticism. 

With these words, Sir, I support the amendment. 

Babu KI8H0RI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: I think the amendment 
should be accepted and that Babu Jatindra Nath Basu would be pleased 
to withdraw the main resolution. I thank him.^however, for giving us 
an opportunity to express our views on this ihkitortant matter. It is 
not right that the affairs of the University should be managed by a 
nominated few. The principle of election should be introduced. It 
may be necessary to consider the communal representation. In that view 
the proposal lhat 80 per cent, of the Fellows should be elected is sound. 
I think both the mover and the mover of the^ amendment will agree 
with that. If the* Governm.ent accept the principle of the resolution I 
do not understand why it should not be given effect to immediately. 
The (][ue.stion of legislation of the Calcutta University is a complicated 
one, and it should take time. As this^is a matter m which the public 
are much interested I simply press for immediate^ action being taken for 
the election of Fellows for the present. The realization of registration 
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fee should not be thought necessary, and the Registered Graduates only 
should not be allowed to take part in the election. If we are to accept 
the principle of election for fellowship it should be given effect to as 
provided in the Council election. 

With these few words I support the amendment. Tf necessary, a 
Bill may be introduced for this purpose only. 

Mauivi EKRAMUL HUQ: In so tar as the resolulion is a protest 
against the dominance of a particular individual over the affairs of the 
University, and in so far as it aims at introducing tho^system of election 
and making the University a representative body I have my fullest sym- 
])athy with the resolution. Rut I hav«^ my misgixings also and I spoke 
of it to my hon’ble friend, the mover, who says that by this resolution 
lie does not mean that the Muhammadans, Chri.stian.s and others, wlio 
ought to be represented in the body as Fellows of the University will 
not have their adequate and proper numbers, for at the time when the 
University Act will come before the Hou.se their numbers will he settled 
and secured. When this assurance is given, I do not think, 1 should 
object to the carrying out of this re.solution. 

It has been said by an hon^ble member that, according to the pre- 
vailing system, Muhammadans have got th^ir fullest repiesentation ; 
hut to my mind and also to the minds of those Muhammadans who live 
in the niufassal that does not seem to he a fact. Those persons only 
who ha])pen to live in Calcutta and have the opportunity of meeting a 
jinrticular individual, have the good fortune ol being taken in a.s 
Fellows. But those who do not care to do that, they have not found a 
place in the body of the University. As election of the members of 
the University will do away with favouritism and will not be to 
the detriment of the Muhammadans and other communities 1 do not 
think that we Muhammadans .should oppose it. It is true that, from 
what has fallen from the Hon’ble Minister, we do not seem to jmjsscss 
the power to give effect to the resolution, but this may go as a sort of 
recommendation and we may wait for the result. 

Babu NIRODE BEHARY MULLICK: It may be known to mem- 
bers of this Council that recently a resolution was accepted in the 
Council of State to the effect that the Indian Universities should be 
based on a democratic basis, that is to say, all interests connected with 
edurotion should have their full representation on the Universities. 
This resolution and the amendment thereto certainly do not attempt to 
fulfil this desired improvement. Moreover, if the resolution or its 
amendment be accepted, the Muhammadans who form 52 per cent, of 
the total population^, and the ha^ward classes who fornj less than 
ten millions of the people of Bengal wilt have no place at all in the 
Calcutta University. This is certainly absurd. 
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In the second place, I would like to point out that the resolution 
or its amendment is premature, has been stated by the Hon’ble 
Minister for Education that the whole University scheme will come before 
the House within a very short time. It will then be j^wssible for 
members of this Council to consider the whole sclieme together. 

In the third place, Mr. Iiidu Bhushan Dutta has spoken of the senti- 
ments, which he w'ould like to give expression to. 1 would like on the 
other hand to enquire whose sentiments they were. Certainly they 
were not the sentiments of a large number of the classes of the pio- 
vince. And in regard to this I would like to meet Mr. Dutta by remind- 
ing him of his own words, namely, that a person who can vote at the 
Council election cannot vote at the Calcutta University. This is cer- 
tainly not what it should be. But this the original resolution or its 
amendment does not propose to remedy. On the other hand, if this 
sentiment is given effect to, the would-be electorate of the Calcutia 
University would be completely different from what is x^roposed in the 
resolution or its amendment. 

With these words I oppose both the resolution and the amendment. 

Mr. 8YED NA8IM ALI: T rise to oppose both the resolution as well 
as the amendment, not because I am opj[K)sed to a system of election 
as against the system of nomination, not because I am in favour of the 
so-called favouritism alluded to by my hon*ble friend, Mr. Mullick, but 
because I have my misgivings regarding the interest of my community. 
Sir, the resolution as well as the amendment are both silent as to how 
the interest of my community would be adequately safeguarded. If a 
system of election is to be introduced in preference to the present sys- 
tem of nomination the interests of all communities ought to be safeguard- 
ed by (loveruiiient. If a sjstem of election is to be introduced, I would 
certainly accept that principle provided, by that system of election, the 
interest of my commuriity is ‘‘adequately safeguarded’’ and not simply 
represented. Therefore, Sir, both in principle as well in view of the 
fact that the resolution as well as the amendipent are silent on this 
point, I strongly oppose both the resolution as well as the amendment. 

Babu NIBARAN CHANDRA DAB GUPTA: At this fag-end of the 
day, it was not my intention to take part in this debate, after what has 
fallen from the Hon’ble Minister in charge of Education, accepting the 
principle, underlying the original resolution as well as the amendment. 
But as an Act to amend the existing University Act is going to be sliort- 
1> iniroducod, there will be time enough to go into all these details. 
My Muhamadan friends have ventured, I am afraid, to tread on danger- 
ous grounds, namely, the communal, the racial, and other questions. 
Sir, the University is not an executive democratic body but it is the 
temple of learning. Therefore, the principle of selection as well as the 
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principle of election must he combined here, otherwise, in many cabcs, 
worthy men who ought to be in the University, s\ich as scientists, phiJo- 
fi0X>hers, literary men and others who fight shy of going to the hustings, 
will not care to go there and I beg to submit that any University worthy 
of its name must have the best intellectuals of the land in it. Sir, if 
you look to the constitution of the Universities of Europe, you will not 
find this democratic principle everywhere. What is the constitution ot 
the Oxford University? Of course, that is too large a question. So 1 
do not think it is the proper time to go into it. The time is not far off 
when the new University Act will he before us, and so 1 think both the 
movers of the motion and the amendment should not press for them in 
view of the assurance given by the Hon’ble Miniwster in charge of Edu- 
cation. Sir, there is no doubt that there is something rotten in the 
State of Denmark. The Calcutta University has of late been subjected 
to much criticism. It is said that it is very autocratic in its ways. 
Sir, I think these discussions are taking a somewhat academic turn, 
and the proper time for considering these things will be, when Ihe 
Hon’ble the Minister will introduce a Bill to amend the present Cal- 
cutta University Act on the lines suggested by the Commission, which 
are embodied in several volumes of voluminous literature. 

Professor 8- C. MUKHERJI: Sir. I W to oppose both ihe 
motion and the amendment, hut not on the ground that I am opposed 
to the principle of election. I am entirely in favour of the <dective 
principle. I may say frankly I have not the least objection ii cent, per 
cent, is elected and not a single member be nominated. But T oppose 
this because T find one set of speakers is very anxious that communal 
interests should be sufficiently safegiuirded. I am certainly in favour 
of communal representation, but I feel diffident to lay extra emphasis 
on it in the case of such a body as the University. 1 am not very 
nnxiou.^ to see there so many Hindus, so many Muhammadans, so many 
Europeans, so many Indian Christians and so many of other communi- 
ties elected on the communal basis. I should like to see there the veu’y 
best men, the most highly educated men, men who by their culture are 
best fitted to guide the destinies of the University. Secondly, I opj^ose 
this motion because there is no indication of any iirocedun?. There is 
no indication whatever as to who are going to be represented fin this 
University. Are the teachers, the professors, the medical men, the 
Engineers and the lawyers going to be represented on this body in due 
proportion ? There is nothing indicated in the resolution here. I oppose 
this motion also on the ground that it seems to ho a piecemeal reforma- 
tion of^he University. There are drastic reforms proiiosed by the Univer- 
sity Commission’s Report and T understand from the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of Education, that a legislation will sooner or later come 
before this House indicating the lines along which reforms are needed 
in the University, and I am sure this will certainly find its legitimate 
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place when the drastic reforms suggested by the University Commis- 
sion are taken in hand. 

Babu JATINDRA NATH BA8U: I am thankful to the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of Education for expressing his sympathy with the 
principle which underlies the resolution moved by me. The Hon’ble 
Minister has stated that the discussion is more or less academic, because 
certain proportions of elected and nominated members have been fixed 
by statute. He mentioned the proportions 10 per cent, by Registered 
Graduates, 10 per cent, by the Faculties and 80 per cent, by Govern- 
ment. But I submit. Sir, that this 80 per cent, which Government can 
api)oint, may be appointed by Government on the recommendations of 
the electors. The Hon’ble Minister knows that when Lord Lansdowne 
introduced the element of election, the statute did not provide for elec- 
tion, but for 14 or 15 years Fellows were elected. The Chancellor 
appointed the Fellows on the recommendation of certain electors. That 
can be done. There is no reason why this 80 per cent, which the Gov- 
ernment have power to appoint should not be elected by the graduates. 
As regtords the apprehension of the Hon’ble Minister that certain special 
departments, for instance, the profession of teaching, certain communi- 
ties like the important community of Muhammadans, are not likely to 
be adequately represented if this resolution is passed, I beg to submit 
that if the Hon’ble Minister will kindly look into the resolution, he 
will find that there is nothing in it which pre\ents Government from 
regulating the proportion in which the election should take place. As 
the mover of the resolution, I can say this that he will have every 
sympathy if the regulations are so framed tl\at the interests of the 
Muhammadans, of the Christians both European and Indian, of the 
depressed classes and of other important classes are fully and ade- 
(|uately represented. On this ground I do not think that Dr. Suhra- 
wardy need have the apprehension which he entertains in the event of 
this resolution being passed. 

It has been stated that the resolution is of academic interest because 
there is likely to be legislation very soon. We know, Sir, from past 
exixjrience that when need for a legislation is urgently felt, it is some 
time before the legislation comes. The Hon’ble Minister has himself 
stated that there are great financial difficulties in the way of carrying 
out the recommendations of the Calcuttg, University Commission. Those 
financial difficulties may prevent the early introduction of the legisla- 
tion which is contemplated in consequence of the recommendations of 
the Commission. We all know, Sir, that about the year 1888 or 1889 
the Government and the public felt the need for reform, but it took 
nearly 15 years before the ideas of reform crystalised. 

With reference to the amendment that has been proposed by my 
friend, my resolution contains three clauses (<»), (5) and (e). Clause (<*) 
is the same as proposed by him. Clause (b) is different. I am willing to 
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accept clause (6) as amended by Babu llishiudra Nath Sarkar. As 
regards clause (c), I do not accept what he proi^oses that no fee ^<hould 
le charged. As a matter of fact, and all graduates of the Calcutta 
University know it, postage fees for sending the election papers and 
other notices to each elector hardly fall short of a rupee per head. 
Therefore, in order to meet the charges which the University have to 
incur if a large number of graduates are placed on the list, I am willing 
that instead of Rs. 2, Re. 1 should be mentioned in clause (c) proposed 
by me and the enrolment fee should be Re. 1. 

The Hon'ble Mr. P. Ci MITTER: The member cannot ameml his 
motion at this stage. 

Babu JATINDRA NATH BASU: I think I am entilknl to accept 
the amendment with certain modifications. 

The PRESIDENT: 1 do not think you can make any such modifica- 
tion, but if you accept the amendment-, it is all right. 

Babu JATINDRA NATH BASU: In that case I accept ihc amend- 
ment. 


Adjournment. 

The Council was then adjourned to 3 f.m. o)i Tue.sday, the 5tli 
instant, at the Town Hall. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Council assembled under the 
provisions of the Government of India Act. 

The Council met in the Town Hall, Calcutta, on Tuesday, the 5th 
July, 1921, at 3 p.m. 


Present: 

The ITon’ble the President, the Hon’ble the four Members of the 
Executive Council, two Hon’ble Ministers (the Hqn’ble Sir Surendra Nath 
Banerjea was absent owing to illness) and 97 nominated and elected 
members. 

The PRESIDENT (the Hon'ble Nawab Sir Syed Shams-ul-Huda): 

Order! Order! I wish to inform you that with regard to the demands 
for supplementary grants which will be presented on the 15th and the 
18th instant, I have fixed the 11th as the last day on which motions for 
reduction or refusal will be received. This gives less than 10 days to 
the Departments but they have agreed to this. 

The debate on the resolution of Babu Jatindra Nath Basil was 
resumed. 


Calcutta University. 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of EDUCATION (the 
Hon’ble Mr. P. C. Mitter): The matter has been fully debated yesterday 
and I do not propose to take up the time ^of this Council at any length. 
Babu Jatindra Nath Basu has told the House that in my view the question 
was an academic one. Babu Jatindra Nath Basu has done me some injus- 
tice. I think I made it abundantly clear in my opening speech that in my 
view the question was academic only for the present and I made it quite 
clear that when the time for legislation came, the views of this House 
would receive the utmost consideration at the hands of the Government. 
Therefore, as the matter has been fully debated and as I have said that 
even if the recommendations of this House were accepted by Govern- 
ment, I cannot give effect to the recommendations so long as we did not 
legislate. At the time of legislation the members of the Hmuse will have 
ample opportunity of discussing this question in all its details and in all 
its bearings. Therefore, I propose to treat this resolution from this 
point of view, namely, that, in framing the Bill, I am prepared to accept 
the democratic principle underlying it. I am prepared to state that the 
Government will take early steps to modify the constitution of the 
Calcutta University in such a way as to make it thoroughly representative 
of public opinion in Bengal, and of various interests which the University 
has to serve, and for this purpose I am prepared to introduce the elective 
principle in the constitution of the Calcutta University on a broad and 
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liberal basis. I am also prepared to give an effective proportion of the 
representation being given to graduates but, in framing the Bill, I must 
safeguard the various teaching interests and the different courses of 
study, for example, medical, engineering and so on. 

With these words, I leave, this resolution to the vote of the non-oiiieial 
members of the Council. 

The following amended resolution was then put and carried : — 

“ This Council recommends to the Government that steps be taken to 
effect the following changes in the Calcutta University, namely: — 

(a) that at least 80 jxjr cent, of the Fellows of the University should 

be elected ; 

(b) that all persons who have taken the degrees of Doctors and 

Masters in any faculty and those who have graduated in any 
faculty not less than seven years before the date of election 
shall be entitled to elect 80 per cent, of the Fellows ; and 

(c) that no foe, whatsoever, be charged from any graduate who is 

entitled to take part in such election. 


Commercial Schools. 

Babu AMULYA DHOHE ADDY: This Council recommends to the 
Government that at least one commercial school, with a museum attached 
to it, be established and maintained in every division of Bengal. ** 

I will first of all explain to you the importance of a commercial school ; 
secondly, as to whether this institution should be established in the 
mufassal or not; and, thirdly, whether a commercial museum should be 
attached to this school. 

With regard to the first point, I beg to draw attention to the fact that 
there is a great discontent' amongst the youths of Bengal ; what is the 
reason? I think that they are sick of the present system of education. 
They want national education and having consulted some of them I find 
that they really want technical education. It is well-known that the Bar 
is overcrowded : they want such education by which they can earn their 
livelihood. We find that the commerce of Bengal, or rather of India, 
is now in the hands of the Europeans. We also find that the inland trade 
of India is in the hands of the Marwaris ; and what is the condition of the 
people of Bengal ? Properly speaking, they consist mostly of lawyers and 
clerks. I know of several capitalists who do not venture to invest their 
money in business; and what is the reason? Nothing but want of 
commercial education. That is the reason why I suggest that commer- 
cial schools and colleges should.be established’ in every part of India. 
We find that in the United States of America there is not a single town 
which is not provided with a. commercial school. We also find that in 
Japan every town is provided with a commercial school, and in Tokio, the 
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capital of Japan, there is a commercial University and there is a college 
in which no less than 2,000 students study commerce. We find in Eng- 
land there is a number of commercial universities, a number of colleges 
of commerce and schools of commerce. We find that even in Germany 
there is a number of day schools and a number of evening schools of 
commerce. We find from the statistics that there are no less than 100 
day schools of commerce and no less than 250 evening schools of com- 
merce. We find that in Berlin, there is a commercial college in which 
there are no less than 3,000 students who study that subject. It is a 
subject w'hich has been strongly recommended by several public bodies. 
It api>ears from the proceedings of the meetings of the Indian National 
Congress fj’om year to year that they have repeatedly suggested to the 
Government to establish commercial colleges and schools. We find also 
from the proceedings of the Indian Industrial Conference a similar 
suggestion has been made. It appears also from the report of the Indian 
Industrial Commission that they have strongly recommended the esta- 
blishment of commercial colleges as well as schools in every part of India. 
I draw your speidal attention to the very learned note of the Hon’ble Ban- 
dit Madan Mohan Malavya, a member of the Commission. It appears 
from that report itself that those nations of the West who are foremost in 
the commerce of the world have devoted the greatest attention to commer- 
cial education. Germany was the first to recognise the necessity and use- 
fulness of such kind of education. America followed suit and so did 
Japan. During the last twenty years England has fully made up its defi- 
ciency in the institutions for commercial education. So it appears that 
all public bodies? the Indian National Congress, the Indian Industrial 
Commission and Conference have unanimously repeatedly suggested to 
the Government to establish commercial colleges and commercial schools 
in every part of India. But what do we find so far as India is concerned ? 
properly speaking nothing of the kind. There is only one college of 
commerce worth the name, I mean the Sydenham College of Commerce 
in Bombay. I do not know whether it is maintained by Government. 
I am informed that it is maintained by some of the leading merchants of 
Bombay. So far as Calcutta is concerned, I find there is only one Govern- 
ment Commercial Institute, an institute established by the Government of 
India, but that is the only institute worth the name in Bengal, and only 
180 students are allow'ed to be admitted into that institute every year, 
quite inadequate for the purpose for which it has been established. In 
the mufassal I find there is only one such institute. That is the college 
of commerce in Berhampore which has been established and maintained 
by the Hon'ble Maharaja of Cossimbazar to whom we are grateful. I 
admit that there is a number of commercial schools in Calcutta and two 
or three in the mufassal, one in Dacca and one or two in the other towns 
of Bengal, but they teach typewriting, shorthand and book-keeping. 
What is their object? Not to impart commercial education or scientific 
education in commerce in the literal sense of the word. They are nothing 
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but machines for the manufacture of clerks. What I want is to have 
such institutions so that we may create a number of traders and mer- 
chants if possible. It will appear from the report of the Calcutta Univer- 
sity Commission that the export and import trade of India totals more 
than Rs. 3,00,000,000 every year. You can therefore imajfine what an 
amount of employment can be found for our young men in the various 
branches of commerce, if satisfactory arrangements can be made for their 
business education and training, so that, as I have already said, as our 
Bar is overcrowded there is no fair field for our young men of Bengal, and 
commercial education is the only course left to them. 

I have suggested that at least one commer(*ial school may be esta- 
blished in every division of Bengal. I know the state of the finance of 
the Government of Bengal; that is the reason why I am so moderate. I 
could have asked you to establish a commercial school in every town or 
every centre of trade of Bengal, but as I am a Moderate I am also 
moderate in my demand. I suggest that we should make a beginning. 
We should start with at least one commercial school in every principal 
centre of trade of every division of Bengal. We can start at once. We 
can meet the expenditure from the closing balance of the Revenue Uund 
of this year and, next year, we can increase the number of such institu- 
tions. I hav(i suggested that every commercial school should be provided 
with a museum. Otherwise it will be a play of Hamlet without Hamlet. 
In order to provide practical commercial education, we must have a 
commercial museum attached to the school. As the Medical College or 
.school is provided with a hospital, so a commercial school should be pro- 
vided with a commercial museum. 

With these remarks, I beg to move the resolution that stands in my 
name. 


MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of AGRICULTURE and 
INDUSTRIES (the Hon’ble the Nawab Saiyid Nawab Ali Chaudhuri 
Khan Bahadur): I shall not take up much of the Councirs time in dealing 
with this resolution, but I wish to make it clear that I am fully alive to the 
present demand for vocational education. I recognize the reasonableness 
of the demand and I am doing all that lies in my power to meet it -A 
scheme for the extension of elementary and secondary agricultural edu- 
cation has been prepared and is now under my consideration. The Director 
of Industries is drawing up a scheme for the extension of technical and 
industrial education. As regards commercial schools, I agree with the 
Indian Industrial Commission in the view that the practice of up-to-date 
methods of business and account-keeping is certain to spread in the mufas- 
sal and that the demand for men with a training such as commercial 
schools will afford is bound to increase. I am therefore prepared to 
accept this resolution and to instruct the Director of Industries to pre- 
pare a scheme for the establishment in every Division of a commercial 
school with a commercial museum attached. I must however remind 



190 


COMMERCIAL SCHOOLS. 


[5th July 


the Couneil that the rate of progress in establishing these schools must 
depend on ihe financial position and on the amount of assistance which 
local bodies are ready to afford. 

Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDYs I have heard the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge. I am grateful t6 him for accepting my resolution. 

The resolution was then put to the vote and carried. 

Dredging of the river Lohajang. 

Raja MANMATHA NATH RAY CHOUDHURY: This Council 
recommends to the Government that steps be taken to thoroughly dredge' 
the silted-up portions of the mouth of the river Lohajang, in the sub- 
division of Tangail with a view to make the river a perennial source of 
drinking water and river-borne trade by country boats as it used to be 
throughout the year in the past.” 

I am free to confess that the resolution embodies a question of purely 
local interest and I am conscious of the fact that even to-day there is a 
tendency on our part to belittle local problems, which naturally and pri- 
marily touch a limited area. In my opinion, however, it should not be so ; 
for the right solution of local problems, however insignificant they may 
appear to be, can alone make up the whole for which the Reformed Coun- 
cil has been (‘ailed into existence. I therefore, hope that my resolution 
will receive the sympathetic attention of this House, inasmuch as it is 
calculated to contribute, if given effect to, towards the prosperity of a 
large section of our countrymen. 

Sir, I may be permitted to remind this House of the question, which 
I put to the Hon’ble Member in charge of the Department of Irrigation, 
at the last session of the Council. 

The hon’ble member may remember I got a very meagre and stereo- 
typed reply from the Hon'ble Member in charge of Irrigation. I think 
that he was not right in saying that there was no information before the 
Irrigation Department with regard to the miserable condition of the river 
in question. I find that since the year 1887 this question has. been before 
the public and the Government. If I remember aright it was in the year 
1887 that the local board of Tangail, by means of a resolution, granted 
a certain amount to improve the mouth of the river Lohajang. The ques- 
tion was again taken up in 1892 by Sir Charles Elliot when he visited Tan- 
gail. In 1907 or 1908— -I do not exactly remember when — it again came 
up for solution before Sir Lancelot Hare when he visited Tangail. I was 
present thei'e on that occasion. Sir Lancelot himself, I regret to say 
had a sorry experience. He left his, steamer on the main river and pro- 
ceeded to Tangail by a small steam launch. As fate would have it, the 
steam launch got stuck at the mouth of the river Lohajang almost imme- 
diately after the start was made. His Honour was compelled to perforqi 
the rest of the journey by a. small country boat and he got back to his 
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steamer from Tangail in one of my green boats. In 1918, I think. Lord 
Carmicheal met with a similar fate, when he visited Tangail. The ques- 
tion was then reopened and dealt with at length. In 1919 the river was 
surveyed by the Public Works Department and an exhaustive report was 
submitted to the Government for its consideration. Under the circum- 
stances, Sir, I think I am right in saying that before giving an answer 
light-heartedly, the Ilon’ble Member in charge ought to have looked into 
old records, made inquiries and called for reports from local bodies and 
officials on the spot. At any rate, 1 shall be guilty of not telling the truth 
if I do not say that the answer surprised me and not only surprised but 
also disappointed my constituency. Sir, this Council must have learnt 
with deep regret about the prevalence of malaria and kala-azar in the ill- 
fated subdivision of Tangail, which has also become notorious for perio- 
dical epidemics of typhoid and cholera. There can be no doubt that the 
want of a perennial source of drinking w'uter and running stream through 
which dormant tanks, stagnant pools and canals of the locality can get 
flushed in the natural course all roxind the year, is primarily responsible 
for its present state of unhealthiness. 

Sir, as regards river-borne trade in that part of the country, 1 think 
this Council will be able to realise the great difficulties which confront 
the people when I tell them that in that part,of the country, country-boats 
are the only means of transport and, in fact, almost all the big hats and 
bazaars are on the bank of the river Lohajang, where the people of the 
subdivision have to take their marketable commodities for sale. It ifl> 
therefore, no wonder that the trade there has materially suffered since 
navigation has become impossible in that river. 

I think that it is the duty of Government to see that malaria and kala- 
azar are not allowed to work havoc in that part of the country and that 
the local trade there is not dislocated to the great loss of the people. 1 
am not aware if any dredger is available at present for the purpose 1 have 
in view ; but, this House will remember that during the last session of the 
Council, the Hon'ble Member in charge of the Department of Irrigation 
gave us to understand that the Government had ordered for some dredgers 
and that we have to pay for them this year. In my s])eech on that occa- 
sion, I pressed for more information and for the exact terms of the contract 
into which Government was represented to have entered for the dredgers ; 
but unfortunately there was not a single word for me in the Iloii'ble 
Member^s reply ! I, however, presume that the dredgers will be available 
this year. If my supposition is right, then the task that lies before 
Government will not be a very difficult one. At any rate I appeal to the 
Hon’ble Member in charge to take up this question and try to find a salu- 
tioif for the great difficulty which stares us in the face. 

With that end in view, I beg to move the resolution. 

Mauivi KHANDAKAR ARHAMUDDIN: The subdivision of Tangail 
is the biggest subdivision in the Presidency in area and in population. 
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But it is inaccessible from the outside world for want of easy means of 
Gommnuieaiion. 

It has become notorious for some time past for malaria, kala-azar and 
other fell diseases. It has been made a two-years station instead of 
three-years in view of its bad climate for judicial officers. Recently the 
population, as shown by the last census, of the municipal area itself is 
decreasing. From 16,000, it has come down to 14,000 in course of ten 
years. If this high rate of mortality continues the area will be depopu- 
lated in course of 70 years. Jilxpert opinion shows that all these are due 
to ^ant of proper drainage and good drinking water. Only a few years 
ago, when the river Ijohajang was a flowing river in all seasons of the 
year, Tangail was a sanitarium. So experience shows that the drying up 
of the river is one of the main causes of the bad health of this subdivision. 
It will certainly injprove trade and local industry and supply pure* drink- 
ing water, as my hon’ble colleague, the mover, has said, if the mouth of 
this river be dredged with a view to make it a continuously flowing river 
throughout the year. It will certainly be a great boon to the people of 
the biggest but neglected subdivision of the Presidency. With these few 
words, I beg to support this resolution. 

Babu TANKANATH CHAUDHURI: My friend Raja Manmatha 
Nath Ray Choudhury has very ably moved this resolution. 

We often find — I hope I shall not be taken amiss by the Calcutta 
members — that all works of improvement are done generally near Cal- 
cutta and the mufassal is neglected, and, coming from the mufassal, I 
naturally wish that some sort of improvement should be made in the 
mufassal also. 

With these remarks, I beg to support the resolution, and I wish, 
rather, I beg the Council, to support this resolution whole-heartedly. 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMEUT of IRRIGATION (the 
Hon*ble the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan) : It is a notorious fact 
that in the province of Bengal the number of schemes for drainage and 
for improving the drinking water are numerous, and what Raja Man- 
mantha Nath Ray Choudhury has said with intimate knowledge about the 
portion of the Mymensingh district from which he comes is, I am quite 
sure, true. It is quite possible, as the Maulvi Sahib has said, that there 
has been a general deterioration in the health of the inhabitants of the loca- 
lity. Nor have I anything to say against the principle that the Raja 
Sahib enunciated that "'many a mickle makes a mukle”. A small scheme 
should not be lost sight of ; but when we come to the actual facts we find 
that before we can get to the stage of dredging we diave got to make an 
inquiry and investigation. The scheme which the Raja Sahib has in 
view has never been examined in detail and, before any proposals for 
dredging can be accepted, we must secure expert opinion as to what the 
result of such dredging is likely to be, whether the benefits accruing 
would be commensurate with the expenditure that we might have to 
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incur, and whether there are any dangers of damages to property as a 
result of throwing more water into the river by such dredging operations. 
No level of the country has yet been taken, neither are the records of 
the level of the main river which the Lohajang river connects in the differ- 
ent seasons of the year available. The consideration of a projeci like 
this can only be made after these data have been collected. It is a well- 
known fact that over a very large area of the deltaic tract of Bengal, 
constant changes in the river courses are bringing about new conditions 
which require investigation, and that the proposal for the inqiroveinent of 
the Lohajang river is only one of the very large number of sclu'mes which 
require investigation but which unfortunately, cannot he carried out 
owing to the paucity of staff in the department, not to s])eak of the pre- 
sent financial position. This (piestion has had tlie serious attention of 
the department lately and, as a result, a scheme for opening up new 
engineering divisional and circle charges has been made out and it has 
received the sanction of the Secretary of State. It will, however, be 
some time before we can give effect to it, and this investigation will 
unfortunately have to wait. In fact all the three divisions of the Dacca, 
Rajshahi and Presidency require investigations. As, however, investi- 
gations cannot be taken up at once, it is not possible to consider the 
question of dredging now, and on this ground alone the resolution cannot 
be accepted. For these reasons I am unable on behalf of Government to 
accept this resolution. 

Raja MANMATHA NATH RAY CHOUDHURY: I would not press 
this resolution if the Hon’ble Member in charge would assure me that the 
investigation will be taken up as soon as possible and that a right solu- 
tion would be found for the great difficulty complained of. 

The PRESIDENT: Then you withdraw. 

The President then declared that the leave of the Council had been 
given to withdraw the resolution. 

Raja MANMATHA NATH RAY CHOUDHURY: [ do so only if the 
Hon’ble Member in charge would give me the assurance. 

The PRESIDENT: I am afraid T cannot allow you to do that. You 
have made your choice and have been allowed to withdraw. 

Raja MANMATHA NATH RAY CHOUDHURY: I di<l not mean 
that. I simply said that if the Hon’ble Member in charge would assure 
me that the investigation would be made, then I would withdraw other- 
wise not. 1 

Mfi HU8EYN SHAHEED 8UHRAWARDY: May I claim a divi- 
sion? 

The PRESIDENT: I am afraid I cannot allow that. The resolution 
has been withdrawn. 
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Publications of Council Proceedings in Bengali. 

Mr. D. C. CHOSE S '‘This Council recommends to the Government 
the desirability of publishing in Bengali a review of the work of the 
Bengal Legislative Council of each session and taking measures for 
circulating it among local bodies and public associations in the pro- 
vince.** 

With the leave of the House, I should like to make a little verbal 
alteration in the resolution before I speak on it. The alteration that I 
desire to make is this. I should like to substitute in place of “a 
review ** "an account.*’ 

The PRESIDENT: You are permitted to do so. 

Mr. D. C. CHOSE: It has struck me as being somewhat incongruous 
that with the advent of what may be described as Parliamentary form 
of Government in Bengal there is no adequate arrangement for giving the 
widest publicity to the proceedings of the legislative council. In coun- 
tries more advanced than ours, the work of publicity is mostly done by the 
Press, but unfortunately in this country the vernacular press which alone 
can reach the masses is not so well organised as it should be and accord- 
ingly the vast majority of those who form the electorate for the purpose of 
returning members of this Council are either unaware or have a very 
imperfect knowledge of the work of the legislative council. Now this 
is a state of affairs which we cannot permit to continue, for it is fatal to 
thiB growth of the form of Government which we now possess. It is 
important, vitally important, that our constituents should know what we, 
their representatives, and the Government are doing for them. It may 
be that when they know what we are striving to do for them they would 
be able to help us with ideas and suggestions for they are much nearer 
reality, much nearer the truth than perhaps we are so far as problems 
affecting their every day life are concerned. Then as they have returned 
us it is only right and proper that they should know how we are serving 
them and how far the Government are willing to accede to our demands. 
Purther, a knowledge of the proceedings of the Legislative Council on the 
part of our constituents is also desirable on the ground that they will learn 
gradually to think more of measures than of men, when they are called 
upon to exercise their franchise at the time of the election. In other 
words, if they are placed in a position to follow the activities of the Coun- 
cil they will learn by and by to vote for such men who they think will 
best advance the causes in which they are most interested. The last 
election was fought more or less upon purely personal issues. Now it is 
not. desirable that such contests should be allowed to continue. But if wo 
are anxious to prevent such contests we must enable our constituents to 
take an intelligent interest in the proceedings of this Council, and this 
can only be done by giving the widest publicity to the work of the Council. 
There is a deeper consideration in support of the resolution which I have 
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placed before the Council to-day. So far as I am aware the policy under- 
lying the reforms and the great change in the system of Government 
which the reforms have brought about has never been presented to the 
great mass of our countrymen. Nor have they been told that the present 
legislative councils especially of the provinces are now armed with plenary 
powers which, if exercised with judgment and foresight, will enable us to 
make a still further advance towards the goal of our ambition, namely, 
complete self-government. It is necessary, I submit, that they should 
be told these things. I can conceive of no better method of imparting 
information or knowledge about these things than to prepare, in an 
attractive form, an account of the work of the Council of each session 
in Bengali to give it the widest possible circulation. There is a more 
urgent, and more pressing consideration than those that 1 have stated 
already in favour of the acceptance of my resolution. We are all aware 
that a section of our countrymen, who call themselves non-co-operators, 
have made it a part of their business to belittle the reforms, to describe 
the present legislative councils as much the same as they were before 
and further to say that the attitude of Government has not changed a bit, 
and the representatives of the people are altogether powerless to do any- 
thing for their countrymen. Also, they have made it a rule to minimise, 
as much as possible, the earnest and anxious efforts of the Ministers to 
ameliorate the condition of their countrymen and to magnify, as much as 
they can, any little error, any little mistake, that they can find in their 
work. I venture to think that the best antidote to this deliberate and 
wilful misrepresentation and gross perversion of truth is to present to 
the great mass of our countrymen a faithful accurate picture of the 
work of the legislative council. They must be told they must be placed 
in a position to realise that the issue now is with them and tliose who lead 
them. They can have no doubt any longer. It might have been possible 
before; they can have no doubt any longer as to the intentions of the 
British Government. It lies with them and them alone to work out their 
own salvation. Now, having given all my reasons for commending this 
resolution to the ai^ceptance of the House, I should like lo say what I 
would do if I were called upon to take action for the purpose of carrying 
out this proposal. In the first place, as soon as a session of the Council 
is over, I would get a faithful account of the proceedings jirepared, giving 
salient points of the debates and discussions and the conclusions to which 
the House had arrived. T would have it done in as attractive and popular 
a manner as possible. Then T would send a copy to every member of a 
union committee or a union board, every member of a local board, every 
member of a district board, and I would send a few copies to every thana 
for distribution among prominent and influential men in the surrounding 
villages. Besides T would send copies to all the well-known public 
associations of the province. Two factors, and two factors alone, can 
achieve the object of my proposal. One is the preparation, spee.dy 
preparation of a faithful and accurate picture of the proceedings of the 
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Council and the other is its distribution in such a manner as to secure the- 
the widest publicity. 

Babu NIBARAN CHANDRA DAS GUPTA: I heartily accept the 
principle outlined by the mover in commending the resolution to the 
acceptance of the House. But there are certain practical difficulties in 
the way which should not be overlooked. In the first place, we must 
remember that the work and proceedings of the Council have become so 
heavy that Government have not yet been able to publish fully the pro- 
ceedings of the last session, and* it is very difficult to publish with preci- 
sion and ac(Uiracy the proceedings of the Council so quickly and then to 
translate them into the vernacular for giving the widest publicity possi- 
ble of these proceedings. Apart from the question of cost the practical 
difficulties are enormous. I fully appreciate the spirit which led the 
mover to move this resolution. We know to our regret that the news- 
paper reporting has been very unsatisfactory. There may be some good 
reasons for this, but at the same time it is very unfortunate that advan- 
tage has been taken of the inaccurate reporting by a section of the press 
in misrepresenting the Council and to belittle, as it has been said, the 
importance of the Reforms. How to combat this difficulty? On the side 
of Government it will be said — Well, you have abolished the Publicity 
Bureau, and how are we to proceed?'' But I do not think any amount of 
reporting can put down that spirit, any amount of reporting can stop the 
mouth of the calumniators, and the Government version or publication 
will not be accepted by the people who usually prefer any distorted 
account given by the so-called independent newspapers. To obviate this 
difficulty, I think the best course would be to afford every possible facility 
to the reporting establishment for accurate reporting and the vernacular 
newspapers which are moderate, which are sensible, may translate those 
proceedings for the edification of the public. Government may subscribe 
for a large number of copies of the enterprising newspapers which under- 
takes to do it, and that is the way of subsidising a newspaper which is 
accurate and which gives out the truth. But I do not know whether the 
proposal as worded in the resolution can be given effect to without incurr- 
ing enormous costs, and the easiest solution of this is to subsidise a good 
vernacular newspaper that will tindertake to report correctly and accu- 
rately a summary of the work of the Legislative Council. I thoroughly 
disapprove of starting again a department of giving publicity which will 
not attain this object. If even these daily newspapers cannot afford to 
give an exact account of the proceedings of the Council, then these 
difficulties should be thought out and> -should be considered before we 
accept this resolution, and T suggest that Government should subsidise 
a newspaper which undertakes to do this. There is no shadow of doubt 
that the country wants to know what the Council and the Councillors are 
doing and, if they know that we are doing something, they will appre- ' 
ciate the reforms ; the question of cost in all departments stands in the 
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way of the Reforms being accepted as a boon by the ordinary people. 
With these few remarks I ask my friend, the mover of the resolution, to 
accept the suggestion and I also ask the Hon’ble Member in charge of 
the department pf ** Politics, ** to consider the object of the resolution 
by subsidising a vernacular newspaper of this discription. 

Khan Bahadur Maulwl WMfMUDDIN AHMBD asked for per- 
mission to move the following amendment which stood in the name of 
Mr Syed Erfan Ali, who was absent, viz : — 

that after the words local bodies ** the words “ principal verna- 
cular newspapers *’ be inserted. 

Permission was granted. 

As has been pointed out by the learned mover it is highly important 
that the proceedings of this Council should be brought to the notice of 
the people who have sent up their representatives to this House. The 
best means of doing this would be to publish in the local newspapers 
written in Bengali — I think for Bengal Bengali literature would do^by 
which the mufassal people could be made aware of the proceedings of the 
Hopse. I do not propose that all the speeches and every thitig should be 
reprinted but only the notes, the principal features of the proceedings 
should be circulated to the mufassal through the medium of the principal 
vernacular newspapers,, .. 

Tha PRESIDENTS Tj9firinove the amendment only? 

Klian Bahadur Maulvl WABIMUODIN AHMEDi Yes. 

Rai JOGENDRA OHUNDER CSOtE Bahaduri I beg to support tbe 
resolution just mored by my friend, Mr. D. 6. Ghose ; but I do not enter- 
tain the rapturous admiration with which he is animated as regards the 
Reforms. The Reforms have no doubt been a great advance — say what 
the out-and-out non-co-operators might. The work of this Council can- 
not be pooh-poohed. During the last session, we passed resolutions pro- 
viding for medical relief to the meanest and the lowest of the people of 
Bengal. We passed resolutiomi for the establishment of technological 
and agricultural colleges Calcutta. We passed resolutions for the 
separation of the judicial and executive functions. I mention only two 
or three. Furthermore we struck out about 20 lakhs of rupees by way of 
curtailment, or rather by way of ecbnomy from the Budget as presented 
to us by Government. Is that to be pooh-poohed P Is that nothing? This 
Council, I do hope, 'will daring- the course bf three years be of great 
service to the country; but 1 musi say tlds to Mr. D.- C.. Ghose that no 
credit svhatsoever is dpe td-his pprty— the National Lib^il Ijeague or to 
the Ministers who have opposed^ery good resolution. We Sfre deither 
Ifoderates nor Extremists, but, we are the people, we are the few 
Moderates m those peop&. who n(Hi-oo-oi*rate with the Governiheht and 
make the Government imp^briWe, ' ^ ^ 
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MEMBER in charge of LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler): May I rise to a point of order? The 
resolution is a request for the circulation, of the proceedings of this 
Council in Bengali, but the Rai Bahadur’s speech is a comment on the 
proceedings of this Council. 

The, PRESIDENTS The member is out of order. 

Rai JOCENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur: I do quite believe 
that this resolution is good, but I do believe also that it will do a great 
deal of harm when the people will see how their best interests have been 
opposed by the Government and when every Minister has opposed every 
good resolution. You may be sure that it will do a good deal of harm. 

Mauivi SHAH ABDUR RAUF: It is with great pleasure that I 
support the resolution* of Mr. D. C. Ghose. It is quite known that the 
Reforms have given a wide franchise to the people of this country. Wo 
know perfectly well that the number of electorates have increased ; and 
we also know it perfectly well that we come here as the representatives of 
a vaM mass’of people and it is, in the fitness of things, highly desirable 
that" these electorates should know what their representatives are doing 
fpr them in this Council. We all know that there was a weekly news-, 
paper called the Shaptahik Judha Barta, which was circulated by the 
Government among the rural people through the village headmen, even 
in the remotest villages, in order to give them an idea of the progress of 
the War. It will not do now for the Government to say that it will 
entail a heavy expenditure on the part of the Government to have the 
reports of the Council circulated among local bodies and public associa- 
tions. One of the learned members of this Council has said that local 
newspapers might take up the task; but then, I submit, it will not do. 
We know it perfectly well that Bengal, or for the matter of that India, is 
not a country where a large number of persons take any interest in news- 
papers or subscribe for them. T however submit that if the reports of the 
Council are published in a handy volume after each session and are cir- 
culated to the local bodies and public associations, these reports will give 
the people an idea as to what work is being done in the Council and the 
reports will help them to understand what the Reforms are and the 
people 'will also have an idea of what the members of the Council are 
doing for them. 

With these words, I beg to give my hearty support to^the resolution 
that has been moved. "" 

Khan Bahadur ABDU8 8ALAM: The resolution moved by Mr. D. C. 
Ghose does not commend itself to my mind from different points of view. 
The first and foremost motive that underlies the resolution is a sordid one, - 
as has been acknowledged by the mover himself. He wants self*- 
advertisement ; he wants to catch votes at the next election through this, 
device. He wants that the people should know that the members have 
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been doing work in this Council. I wonder why he did not suggest that 
the photos of the members should be printed along with their speeches. 
That would have been, I suppose, quite consistent with the modesty with 
which he has stiggested the resolution. It would be a waste of public 
Funds to publish all the speeches and proceedings in Bengal, as I believe 
in the old adage — good wine needs no bpsh. I do not believe in self- 
advertisement. That is my first objection to this resolution. Secondly, 
1 believe that it is a futile resolution if it is intended to reach the masses, 
as 75 per cent, of them cannot read. What is the good then of printing 
these speeches when the masses will not be able to read them ? Burning 
candle before the blind is sheer waste of candle. I think my frieqd does 
not want that so much of the public funds should be wasted on this when 
there are so many other crying needs. First, we should spend money 
on the education of the masses and then we can think of printing these 
things for their c* "uniption. Thirdly, the procedure he suggests is 
impracticable Hi says that the Bengali review should be circulated 
among the local bodies and public associations. The members of the local 
bodies are generally men who know .English and can easilly take the 
trouble of interpreting these things to the men near them. So what is 
the good of wasting public money in printing again these things in 
Bengali? hourthly, I think the resolution ip unfair, as the mover sug- 
gests that the review should be printed in Bengali only. I find in the 
national system of education which is now rampant in Eastern Bengal 
(I have been recently to some parts of Eastern Bengal), IJrdir and 
r .^dustani are compiilsory subjects. Therefore, my friend should have 
< \e by the forelock, and should have suggested that the review 
‘•/ii'oul printed in TTrdu as well. 

all these reasons, I oppose this resolution. 

M-* HUSEYN 8HAHEED 8UHRAWARDY! It is pity that last 
Si 4 si we thought it fit to .abolish the post of Director of Information; 
it is a gi'eat pity that this session Mr. D. C. Ohose thinks of reinstating 
seme such official in our midst. If, as Mr. Ghose points out, it is fatal 
that the country should not know the good work that we are doing in this 
Council, I say that it will be still more fatal if the country knows that, 
in these days of financial stringency, we intend to spend money on self- 
advertisement. If we cannot justify our existence in this Council by the 
work that we do here, no amount of resolutions and no amount of liter- 
ature will convince the peoplelthat we are working here for their benefit. 
If the Government have such few friends, if there is no party inside the 
Council or if there is no party outside the Council to carry on the w* irk or 
if the^representatives do not care to go back to their constituencii 0 and 
tell them what we have done, what we are doing, and .what we dvn do, 
then I think it scarcely proper on the part of Government to come forward 
and make an appeal on its own behalf. No amount of literature will fill 
the empty stomachs of the poor ; no amount of literature will qure them of 

» 1 



200 


COUNCIL PROCEEDINGS IN BENGALI. [5th Jult 


the fell diseases which are devastating Bengal. And I fear that these 
reports will find their way back into our own household as those recep- 
tacles which are utilised by grocers and which usually contain sugar and 
like things, or they will be sold like the Minutes of the Calcutta Univer- 
sity at four annas a seer. One last alternative prayer — one last defence — 
why should the publication be confined only to Bengali — ^why not Urdu, 
Hindi, Pali, Chinese, why should we not requisition the services of the 
Post-graduate Professors of the Calcutta University in this effort to 
popiilarise the Government and the Reforms? 

Babu NITYA DHON MUKHERJEE: I do not know why there is so 
icuuch opposition to sucK a small matter like this. If I be pardoned for 
1 eing a Ifltle riide the only question that may make my friends afraid of 
such publication is that they do not want to let our constituencies know 
what we are doing here. There are also those who after a long discus- 
sion withdraw their motions and know that they waste the time of the 
Council for nothing. I think these people must be afraid. Arguments 
have been put forward about the cost but we do not know what the cost 
will be. The previous speaker (Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy) has argued why 
should it not be published in Chinese or Pali. But we must remember 
that we are living in Bengal and not in China or Japan. I think in our 
anxiety we are forgetting what we are doing and what we are saying. 
Then Babu Nibaran Chandra Das Gupta has made an alternative sugges- 
tion that a special newspaper may be subsidised to do the work. I do not 
think that there is much difference between the motion proposed by 
Mr. Ghose and Nibaran Babu’s proposal. I do not think also that there 
can be any reasonable objection save on account of the cost, and unless 
the cost be prohibitive we should all join in supporting the proposal of 
Mr. D. C. Ghose. 

Babu ANNADA CHARAN DUTTA: At first I had no mind to speak 
on this resolution because I have got a resolution which runs exactly on 
these lines. But the speeches of two of my friends just preceding me 
compel me to speak a few words in support of the resolution of my friend, 
Mr. D. C. Ghose. They have raised some false issues by which they 
want to confuse the whole situation. Certainly it was not the intention 
of Mr. Ghose in any way to advance his self-advertisement before his 
constituencies ; but the underlying principles of this, as well as my reso- 
lution, is the educative element which in these days at least should count 
as a very important factor, so far as the masses are concerned. One 
gentleman said that 'when 75 per cent, of the masses are as yet illiterate, 
what will be the utility of publishing these in any language whatsoever. 
My friend ought to know that since the advent of the Reforms Act the 
illiterate people are our voters, they are our leaders and we are here really 
upon the basis of their votes. Knowing all that it is our duty, and it is ' 
incumbent upon us, to educate our voters as much as we can, as on this 
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education depends the very heart and soul of the present constitution, 
and it goes without saying that the present constitution is different from 
what we had. It is certainly not what we would like to have and I do not 
go so far as to say that it is the Parliamentary constitution, hut certainly 
it is the beginning thereof ; and at this preliminary, stage the education 
of the people, who have been allotted the franchise and who are still per- 
.haps asking for more expansion of it, should count to be of the utmost 
importance. That being so, the question of self-advertisement does not 
come in. Those who are illiterate will have them read out to them in their 
vernacular. I would mention another point. Unfortunately for some 
of us, as we all know, some of the leading journals have gone over to the 
side of non-co-operation and they are always looking askance at us and 
always trying to find out our faults — iinaginary or real. We cannot 
count upon their reports. Some of the newspaper^ have hardly got any 
space — I consulted some of them — to put in a verbatim report of what we 
are talking here or even proper summaries of the proceedings of this 
Council. In order to meet this difficulty we are asking Government to 
publish the proceedings in English which they have hitherto been doing 
and also to publish in Bengali because it is the mother-tongue of the popu- 
lation of Bengal, so that the people may knour exactly what the Council is 
really doing, what really the functions of the Council are, and in what 
way we are doing service to the country and whether we are failing in 
our duty. I am sorry I have not the weight of my friend who preceded 
me, but I know that if our constituencies know what we are doing they 
will keep us erect by some sort of muscular arrangement which may not 
always be palatable to us. That should be the real reason why the pro- 
ceedings should be published more widely. The people should know 
how some of us sit on the fence and, in order to expose these people, it is 
very necessary that the proceedings should be given ns much publicity as 
possible. One word more and that is in yesterday's proceedings we have 
had some sort of performances when some questions came up for discus- 
sion, but the officials were not willing to give us all the information. If 
these proceedings are given the utmost publicity^ and if the officials think 
that they have come under some sort of popular Government, they will 
think twice before they give us this sort of hazy answers. I therefore.^ 
strongly support this resolution. 

The Hon’ble Sir HENRY WHEELER: This resolution, and another 
which comes later in the agenda, emphasise the desirability of dis- 
seminating more widely information as to. the proceedings of this Council. 
The later resolution would do this through the medium oj English, but 
the pi'esent ^ one proposes a system of vernacular summaries. For the 
theoretical merits of that proposition there is a good deal to be said. 
It is, of course, a truism to say that the vast majority of the people in this 
province are not literate in English; it is a truism to say that scarcely a 
much larger minority is literate ev^n in the vernacular ; and it is also a 
truism to say that in so &r as the proceedings of this Council will from 
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year to year ineyitably have an increasing influence in moulding the des- 
tinies of the proYince, it is desirable that the electors, by whose choice 
members attend this Chamber, should know what is being carried on 
within these walls, and what attitude is being taken by their representa- 
tives on one side and by Government on the other. i^.^All these proposi- 
tions seem to me to be perfectly sustainable, and it is on them that 
Mr. Ghose mainly rests his case. There has been a certain amount of 
doubt expressed to-day whether it would altogether be to the advantage 
of the reputations of some of us if our proceedings were more widely 
known ; but as to that we must take our chance, if publication is in itself 
desirable and possible. 

My doubts are as to the possibility of such a scheme, and inherent in 
it there are obviously various difficulties. One of the greatest objections 
to my mind is that of delay. Mr. Ghose would like to see a faithful 
and accurate picture ** put out after the conclusion of the session. That 
in itself would mean, I am afraid, a delay of two or three months before 
our proceedings are printed (the account of the April sittings is not yet 
out) , let alone the further delay in preparing the summary wliich is to be 
the basis of this vernacular version. Therefore, by. the time the news 
trickles down to the four corners of the mufassal, it will be of a some- 
what stale character. 

Another point is that of expense. Obviously we have not at present 
the machinery which will be required to issue any such publication. We 
have not even the mechanical means of printing it, that is to say, our 
facilities for printing in the vernacular would have to be increased, all 
entailing further delay ; and we should have to employ in some form or 
other an editor or summariser to prepare the version which is subsequent- 
ly to be translated. All that must cost money. At present we print 
about 1,500 copies of our proceedings in English at a cost of about 
Rs. 22,500. It is very difficult to form any accurate estimate of what 
the scheme outlined in this resolution would involve ; ^ but we tried to 
make an estimate within the time available, and it was put at something 
between Bs. 8,000 and Bs. 10,000. All will depend on the length of the 
summary and the numbers to whom it is despatched. 

The third difficulty, and a very great difficulty to my mind, is one of 
preparing this ** faithful and accurate picture.” It must be agreed 
that it would be impossible, even if it were desirable, to attempt a full 
translation into the vernacular of all the proceedings of the Council. 
That was proposed in a resolution of which notice was given last session, 
but which was crowded out in the rush at the end, but had it been moved, 
I should have pointed out the very great and unjustifiable expense invol- 
ved therein. Therefore, it being assumed that what we want is a sum- 
mary or picture, I put it to the Council that, with the best intentions in 
the world, it will be extraordinai^y difficult to prepare. We have had 
complaints in a question put yester^y that the daily press does not gire 
adequate attention to the utterances of different members. I have been 
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able to meet that charge by placing the responsibility upon the competent 
shoulders of the gentlemen in the press gallery, but if we attempt a sum- 
mary, and whatever officials are connected with it are to be attacked in 
this Council for not having given due prominence to this member or that, 
or for having mi^epresented some utterances or missed the best points 
of others, then dhr lives will indeed become a burden to us. We shall 
always, top, be open to the charge that we have unduly emphasised the 
Government point of view or have unfairly minimised the arguments on 
the other side. 

These three main difficiilties seem to me to be very real. Perhaps the 
Council do not quite know what we do at present by way of circulating 
our proceedings, but it has a bearing on both resolutions. At present 
our free distribution list covers about 700 names, of which some 400 are 
outside Calcutta and 300 within it. The majority, of course, are Govern- 
ment officials. 

But we also send to some twenty-one newspapers and to the Associated 
Press, which ensures distribution to various sources, and we also send to 
some 15 public associations. In that way our proceedings are circulated 
over a fairly wide field. The resolution wants us to supply our proceed- 
ings to public associations and local bodies ii^ the vernacular, and to that 
extent it does not seem to be quite happy. In the first place there are 
various associations who get, and would prefer to get, our full proceed- 
ings in English, and in the second place there are various local bodies, 
such as municipalities and district boards, which are largely composed 
of enlightened and educated men w^ho, if they read any literature on the 
subject at all, would like to read it in extenso and in English. So the 
real proposal comes down to devising some means of reaching union boards 
and village paiichayats. They would have to be, I take it, the main 
recipients of any such distribution. There are about 1,700 of the former, 
while if the latter are to be-vsupplied, our distribution list will be consider- 
able an,d the expenses very great. 

That is the proposition as it strikes Government. Theoretically there 
is something ta be said for it ; practically there are various obvious diffi- 
culties. Really the proposal amounts in great measure to what 
Mr. Sphrawardy has pointed out, namely, that this is another example of 
the need of something in the nature of a Publicity Officer, regarding 
» which I, for one, greatly regret the vote of the Council in connection with 
the last budget. A competent and expert Publicity Officer would be the 
best agency for preparing, in a short space of time, a bright and readable 
account of the proceedings of this Council. But' to judge by that vote 
the idea of a Publicity Officer does not find favour in the eyes of the Cotin- 
cil. That being so, the attitude of Government on this resolution is to 
ascertain what the wish of the Council in the matter is. - I hope that all 
members of this Council, official or otherwise, will let us have the benefit 
of their opinion. If it is the wish of the Council that we should try some- 
thing of this kind, we will try to work out practical lines. But I again 
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emphasise that it is going to cost money, aad that we cannot guarantee 
that we shall be able to devise any system which will not be open to a 
considerable amount of criticism. 

Babu 8URENORA NATH RAY! All that I have to say has been said 
by my young friend, Dr. Suhrawardy. > 

The PRESIDENT! I do not think you should call him your young 
friend. 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH RAY: As the Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler 
has pointed out there are two objections to this resolution — first, that the 
review of work which the mover wants the Government to publish 

Mr. D. C. CHOSE: 1 substituted the words “an account^. 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH RAY: Let it be “an account.” But the 
proceedings of the legislative council would take two or three months 
to be published in vernacular — 

Mr. D. C. CHOSE: Not necessarily. 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH RAY: And they would be stale and 
unprofitable to the large majority of the people of this country, — I mean 
the reading public. 

- Secondly there is the question of cost. My friend ought to remember 
that we have now got an independent and popular vernacular Press and 
if the proceedings of the Council are worth publishing they publish them, 
and the people of this country get an idea as to what the Council has been 
doing and how the members have been working. But if this account, 
as suggested, be published, Government might give a very impartial 
account of the proceedings, but still the people will consider that it is only 
the Government vision of the proceedings and of the working of the 
Legislative Council. All that is worth publishing is published in these 
papers and people get the information of all that happens in the Council 
the very next day. If this resolution be accepted by Government, I think 
the Director of Public Information, whose post was abolished only the 
other day, will come in another garb. That is what we do not like. 
Besides, that would mean an expense and an expense of a very large - 
amount. The post was Worth Rs. 2,000 a month. We have abolished it ; 
and if w'e want to have an account of the Legislative Council you will have 
to appoint an editor, then a translator and a host of other numerous clerks." 
We are not going to have all that simply that some of the members may 
see their tiames published and their deeds advertised before their con- 
stituencies. We have come here to do our work honestly; and if we do 
honest work in the Council that will be appreciated by the public. 

With these few words, I beg to oppose the resolution. 
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Babu RISHIMDRA NATH BARKARt I move that the question be 
now moved. 

The motion for closure was then put and ag^reed to. 

The PRESIDENT then put the amendment which was lost. 

The original motion then being put, a division was taken with the 
following result : — 


AYES. 


Ahmsd, Khan Bahadur Mauivi Watimuddin. 
Ahmad, Mauivi Raft Uddin. 

Ahmtd, Munihi daffar. 

Ali, Munthi Amir. 

Ali, Miuithi Ayub. 

Arhamuddin, Mauivi Khandakar. 

Banarjaa, Rai Bahadur Abinath Chandra. 
Bom, Mr. S. M. 

Cathoart, Mr. M. 

Charmafcar, Babu Ratik Chandra. 

Dutta, Babu Annada Charan. 

OhoM, Mr. D. c. 

ChoM, Rai Bahadur Jogondra Chundor. 
Cordon, Mr. A. D. 


Haq, Shah Syod Bmdadul. 

Nuq,' Mauivi Bkramul. 

Khan, Mauivi Hamid-ud-din. 
Khan, Mauivi Md. Rahquo Uddin. 
Larmour, Mr. F. A. 

Makramali, Munthi. 

Mttkhorjoo, Babu Mitya Dhan. 
Mukhorjl, Frofottor a. C. 
Mullitk, Babu Nirodo Bohary. 
Mulllok, Babu Surondra Nath. 
Rauf, Mauivi Shah Abdur, 

Roy, Babu Jogondra Krishna. 
Roy, Raja Maniloll Singh. 


NOES. 


Addy, Babu Amulya Dhono. 

Afial, Khan Bahadur, Nawabsada K. M. . 
Ahmtd, Mauivi Yakuinuddin. 

Aloy, Shaikh Mahboob. 

Aiam, Khan Bahadur Khwaja Mohamod. 
Barma, Rai Sahib Panohanan. 

Birla, Babu Chanothyam Oat. 

Birloy, Mr. L. 

Chaudhuri, Babu Kithori Mohan. 
Chaudhuri, Babu Tankanath. 

Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur Mauivi HaSsar 
Rahman. 

Chaudhuri, Mauivi Shah Muhammad. 
Chaudhuri, Rai Harondranath. 

Mat, Babu Bhithmadov. 

Dat, Rai Bahadur Amar Nath, 
oat Qupta, Babu Nibaran Chandra. 

Do, Babu Fanindralal. 

Donald, Mr. J. 

Dutf, Mr. Ajoy Chundor. 

Faroqui, Mr. K. G. M, 

Chatak, Rai Sahib Nilmanl. 

Gupta, Mr. N. S. 

Hornoll, Mr. W. W. 

Karim, MautVi AbduL 
Karim, Mauivi Faihil. 

Korr, tlM Hoil*bto Mr. 4. H. 

Khan, Babu Dovondra Lai. 

Khan, Mr. Rasaur Rahman. 

Lang, Mr. 4. 

Lott, M . D. H. 


Maharajadbiraja Bahadur of Burdwan, 
tho Hon'blo. 

Marr, Mr. A. 

Mitra, Rai. Bahadur Mahondra Chandra. 
Morgan, Mr. 0. 

Mukharji, Babu Satith Chandra. 
Mukhopadhaya, Babu Sarat Chandra. 
Natfcor, Babu Nom Chandra. 

O'Kinoaly Lt.-Col. Frodoriok. 

O'Malloy, Mr. L. S. S. 

Fay no, Mr. C. F.' 

Rahim, tho Non’blo Sir Abd-ur. 

Raikat,. Mr. Fratanna Dob. 

Ray, Babu Bhabondra Chandra. 

Ray, Babu Surondra Nath. 

Ray, Kumar Shokbarttwar. 

Ray Chaudhuri, Mr. Krishna Chandra. 
Ray Choudhury, Raja Manmatha Nath. 
Roy, Babu Naliqi Nath. 

Roy, Maharaja Bahadur Kthaunith 
Chandra. 

Roy, Mr, Tarit Bhutan. 

Roy, Rai Bahadur Lalit Mohan Singh. 
Salam, Khan Bahadur. Abdua. 

Sarkar, Babu Rithindra Nath. 

Sinha, Babu Surondra Nartran. 

Stark, Mr. H. A. 

Suhrawardy, Mr. Hutoyn Shahtod. 
Watton-Smyth, Mr. R. M. • 

Wordsworth, mn W. C. 


The Ayes being 27, and the Nees 68, the motion was lost. 
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Dredging of the river Lohajang. 

The PRE8IDEHT: Order! order! Before I proceed to the next 
item of biisiness> I think 1 must correct a mistake which I committed in 
connection with resolution No. 14. 1 understood Baja Manmatha Nath 
Ray Choudhury to say that in view of the assurance given by the Hon^ble 
the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan, he withdrew his resolution. 
But 1 now understand that what he said was that if the Hon’ble the Maha- 
rajadhiraja Bahadur would give him an assurance that the matter would 
be investigated he would withdraV his resolution. I think, in that case, 
I was wrong in putting the question of withdrawal to the House and I 
will now ask the Maharajadhiraja Bahadiir of Burdwan if he is prepared 
to give the assurance. 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN : Sir, the assurance of Government cannot be given so light- 
heartedly as my friend the Raja seems to think. What I said was this 
that when the new circle is established we shall make an investigation 
and when such investigation is complete it would be the time for Govern- 
ment to consider a scheme. At present there is no such scheme and it 
will be difficult to give any such assurance, but if the assurance that the 
scheme will be considered after qn investigation was made when the circle 
is formed will satisfy the Raja I have no objection in giving such 
assurance. 

Raja MANMATHA NATH RAY CHOUDHURY: In the absence 
of anything better, I must be satisfied with that assurance. 

The motion was then, by leave, withdrawn. 

Report of Taxi-Cab Committee. 

Mr. F. A. LARMOUR was given permission to move the resolution 
standing in the name of Colonel A. J. Pugh which was as follows: — 

“ This Council recommends to the Government to withhold for one 
year the giving effect to that part of the report of the Taxi-Cab Com- 
mittee (published at page 596 6i the Supplement to the Calcutta Gazette 
of the 6th April, 1921) which deals with (a) evolution of type, (ft) horse- 
j)ower, (c) driving seat, and (rf) luggage accommodation, in order that 
owners aud dealers in motor cars who have already imported cars of 
types which have been passed during the last few years may be safe- 
guarded.*' 

I will rest my case on the justice of the cause. 

Members of this Council will remember the taxi-strike in Calcutta in 
January of this year. It was a fight between the taxi-drivers on the one 
hand and the police on the other. A Committee was eventually appoint- 
ed to go into the whole matter, and their report was published in the 
Calcutta Gazette of the 6th April. This report dealt with not merely 
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the grievances of the inen^ but also with matters which have serioui^ly 
affected the interests of owners and dealers in motor-cars. The report 
deals with matters calculated, in the opinion of the Committee, to give 
ah efficient, safe and clean service of taxi-cabs for Calcutta, and they 
have made certain recommendations. 

Now, I am not going into a criticism of the recommendations of the 
Committee. 

The resolution, you will see, does not attack any of these recom- 
mendations. It merely asks the Government not to give immediate effect 
only to that part of the report which deals with the special type of motor- 
cars which are now recommended for taxi purposes. I will not go into 
details, but hon’ble members will see from the report that the Committee 
recommends : 

(a) The use in future of a special type of cars for taxi purposes. 

(b) That such cars should have a particular horse-power according 

to what is known B.A.C. as R.A.C rating. This is a new 
provision. 

(c) The cars should henceforward have the bodies built in a parti- 

cular way, with reference to the driving seat and room for 
luggage, accommodation, etc. ^ 

Now, long before these new recommendations were made, and indeed 
before there was any indication that there would be a change in the rules 
about the type of cars which would be allowed to be used in Calcutta, a 
large number of cars suitable for taxi purposes had been imported into 
Calcutta and are now here but cannot be sold because of the new rules. 

These cars satisfy all the conditions that have been in existence till 
April last, when the report was published. They were imported hofid 
fide by owners and dealers in motor-cars who are now told that these 
newly imported cars are Unsuitable for taxi purposes and will not be 
passed because of the recommendations of the report. Again, I say, I 
am not attacking these new regulations, although a good deal may be 
urged against them. I am not doing that. 

' But let me ask, is it just, is it fair to penalise these importers for no 
fault of their ownP The Motor Trade has been veiy hard hit during . 
the last'IeW months. First came the unfavourable exchange, then the 
newly-imposed enhanced import duty on cars, and lastly, the general 
slump in business. These are bad enough. But do hot, I beg of you, 
add to the list. All I ask. for is that Government should hold its 
hands for one year, and not insist on immediately enforcing the new type 
of cai^ for taxi purposes. 

I do not plead for any cars which have not already arrived. It is 
only with respect to cars, which are now in Calcutta, and which were 
imported before the new Regulations were even discussed, that I ask the 
the Government to relax the new rules. 
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I know that every trade has had a bad time. Why then do I speak on 
behalf of the Motor Trade ? The reason is this. They had, without any 
fault of their own, already imported the cars. Their capital is locked 
up and there is little hope of getting more. They cannot be expected to 
import a fresh lot of the new type of cars till they are able to dispose of 
the stock in hand, which again they cannot do because of the suddenness 
of the decision to enforce the new regulations. 

I ought to mention that the Commissioner of Police had recently 
been approached by various dealers to redress this just grievance. 

He has, I am told, made a light concession in favour of only a few 
firms, and that with reference to a few particular makes, such concession 
to apply to not more than 10 per cent, of the relative number of cars 
registered, during the last year. This, I am afraid, has made the case 
worse. 

I«can confidently assure this Council that if this temporary but 
,ne({essary relaxation of the rules, for which I am pleading, be granted 
it would not do any serious or appreciable injury to the taxi service in 
Calcutta. I can name types of cars which, though disqualified under the 
new rules in Calcutta, are employed as taxis in London, New York, 
Paris, Marseilles, Boston, Philadelphia, Chicago, Washington, etc., 
Striving after a uniform type of taxi-cabs may be a very good thing, 
but after all it is not so important as doing justice to the innocent trader 
or relieving him from unnecessary hardship and loss when this can be 
■done without injury to the public. 

Sir, I have done. I again earnestly appeal to the Government to 
accept this resolution, and ask this House to indicate its wishes by strong- 
ly supporting it. 

These, Sir, are Colonel Pugh^s own words and I have given them to 
the Copncil as they are. With these words, I place the resolution before 
the Council. 

^ MEMBER in charge of POLICE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Sir 
Henry Wheeler): I am in some difficulty in replying to this 
resolution that has been moved by Mr. Larmour, for reasons which 
I may frankly state. We received the report of the Taxi-cab Committee, 
it is true, some time ago, but unfortunately much time was taken up in 
the press, which has been seriously congested, largely by the rush of 
Council work, and we then published the report in order to give the pub- 
lic and those interested in the trade an opportunity of expressing their 
views about it. That further delayed action, and when the replies came 
in, the Secretariat was fully occupied and has not, up till now, been able 
to Bjit them up before me for consideration. The case is now, I under- 
stand, practically ready, and as soon as the present sitting of the Council 
ie over I will lose no time in dealing with it, but at present we have not 
come to any decision as to what action we should take on the various 
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•recommendations made by the Committee, and, in particular, those 
relating^ to the structural type of the vehicles which will be allowed to 
run on the streets. That being so, Sir, it is impossible for me to say 
whether we can withhold these recommendations for a year or even scrap 
them altogether. But I can say this to Mr. Larmour that, on more than 
one occasion, I have discussed this matter with representatives of the 
motor industry in this city, and I have told them more than once that I 
fully realise that there is justice in their request that before substantial 
alterations in type are made, a reasonable time — I do not necessarily say 
a year — ^but a reasonable time should be given to the trade to adjust them- 
selves to* new conditions. That assurance I quite readily repeat here, 
and I trust Mr. Tjarmour will see the reasonableness of our expressing 
our inability at this moment to go beyond it. 

F. A. LARMOUR: Sir, I quite recognise what the Hon’ble 
Member has said. I would, therefore, ask him that when the matter 
does come up before him for consideration, he will not decide on the papers 
that are placed before him, but will listen and give attention to some very 
serious questions which the Secretary of the Motor Trades Association 
might bring before him. With the assurance that the Hon^ble Member 
has given us, I ask for permission to withdraw this resolution in order 
that the matter may receive the attention of Government as has been 
promised by the Hon'ble Member. 

The motion was then, by leave of the Council, withdrawn. 

Reorganisation of tho Police Department. 

Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: ^^This Council recommends to the 
Government that a Committee, consisting of seven members, five of whom 
shsill be non-officials, elected from amongst, and by the non-official 
members of the Council, by means of the single transferable vote, be 
appointed to inquire into and report at an early date as to what practical 
steps may be taken in order to effect a reorganisation of the Police Depart- 
ment on a more economic and efficient basis.” 

My proposal is so modest that I feel that there cannot be any ground 
for serious opposition : nay, I have been so much encouraged by a state- 
ment made by my friend, Mr. S. R. Das in the press, that I feel confident 
that even those members, who» could not support me during the supple- 
mentary police budget debates, will not hesitate to give me their valuable 
support to-day. In course of a letter published in the Amrita Bazar ^ 
Patrikn of the l^fb May last, Mr. Dae said : — 

1 fully agree with the view that ihe Police Department should be managsed moi^e 
economically and efficiently. « 

These are the actual words used by him, and indeed, even a casual 
student of the administration of Bengal must admit that the Police 
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expenditure Las gone up beyond all proportion and that there is an 
incessant need of improving: the efficiency of the police. 

It seems, Sir, that the Government has also not been idle about this 
matter. If I am not much mistaken, I beliete, that since the last ses- 
sions of the Council, the district officers have been asked to arrange con- 
ferences with the local members of the Legislative Council, in order to 
secure their advice as to how economy may be effected in the district 
Police expenditure. I'here was one drawback about this conference, 
that the members had not been given sufficient time. I do not know what 
has been the result of these conferences in other districts, but, if I am to 
judge by the result in my own district of Tippera, I have the greatest 
confidence that retrenchment may safely and surely be effected. 

The police is rather a delicate and thorny subject, and I believe that 
our criticism of the police department is looked upon by the authorities 
with a sort of half-amused contempt in the curious impression that the 
police is an easy target for members of the Council. Critics of the police 
department have been charged with idiosyncrasy even inside this Council, 
but does this Council know. Sir, what was the attitude of the authorities 
in England, when the question of Police reform was taken up? When 
Robert Peel introduced the Police reforms, we find, on the authority of 
Captain Melville Lee’s History of the police in England, that the new 
pcdice were not popular at first, that many people were ready to find fault, 
but that every complaint was regarded as made in good faith, and that 
Commissioners invesfigated eachxase; weak members of the police were 
removed and public confidence gained. This, vSir, is the proper attitude 
to treat criticisms, and I sincerely trust that in this reformed Council, the 
old fetish of the prestige will never be brought up to cow down honest 
criticism. Unless the administration of the police can keep pace with the 
standard of efficiency which modern conditions demand, there can be no 
hope of the successful working of the Reforms. Efficiency of the police 
is the true criterion of the prestige of the Government. 

Let us see how the Police Department is now being managed and at 
what cost. What is the standard by which to judge the efficiency of the 
police? It may not be unknown to many members of the Council that 
the police in England is one of the most efficient in the world. What is 
their standard of efficiency? I will quote here one of the rules that were 
laid down for the guidance of the new London police, as early as the thir- 
ties ot the nineteenth century : — ' 

Prevention of crime was inculcated as one of the great duties of the Police ; this 
duty was placed higher than the duty of detecting and securing the punishment of 
the offender, and cffiders and men were alike told that absence of crime would be 
looked upon as the best test of their efficiency. 

Here we have a definite test of efficiency laid down and acted np ito 
for the successful refonu of the London police. Let us see how the police 
- in Jlen^al stands this supieiuo test. 
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The province of Bengal, as at present constituted, dates from 1912, 
and I shall take some figures from th§ police administration reports, since 
that year. The number of reported crimes in 1912 were 80,999 ; in 1914, 
it was 83,532; in 1918, it was 99,513; and in 1919, the last figures avail- 
able, it was 107,696., i.e.; during 7 years, the number o^f crimes hfts 
steadily gojae on increasing, till it shows an increase of 34 per cent,, in 
seven years. The history of the Calcutta Police, as judged by the increase 
in number of crimes, tells the same sad story. This is the result of statis- 
tics» Ljf^t us now go on to authoritative opinion on the subject. I shall 
not tire the patience of the House by going into old history. The last 
ofiicial authoritative opinion was given in the first few years of this, the 
twentieth century. Lord Curzon, in his third budget speech, in 1901, 
thus descrilMjd the administration of the police. He said that grave 
abuses had crept into this branch of the service and were responsible for 
administrative and judicial shortcomings, that were generally deplored, 
besides producing a widespread and legitimate discontent. As a result 
of this authoritative statement, the Indian Police Commission was ap- 
pointed and submitted its repoit in 1903. This Commission, presided 
over by Sir Andrew Fraser, came to this conclusion : — 

The Police force is far from efficient ; it is defective in training and organisation ; 
it is inadequately supervised; it is generally regarded as corrupt and oppressive: 
and it has utterly failed to secure the confidence and co-operation of the people. 

This was in 1903. Eighteen years have passed since then. Govern- 
ment have tried to give effect to some of the recommendations of the Police 
Commission, moimy has been lavishly spent. From a mere Its. 59 lakhs 
in 1905-06, the cost of the police has gone up to Its. 1 crore and 90 lakhs 
in 1921, showing an enormous increase of 216 per cent, in course of 15 
years. 

But have things improved very muchP Some improveinent has, no 
doubt, been effected, but has it been able to keep pace with the standard 
of efficiency demanded by modern conditions? The steady increase in 
the number of crimes has shown how this test of efficiency has failed. 
Then again, even during the past few years, some of the important judi- 
ciah courts and even the High Court have severely condemned the con- 
duct of the Police in some cases. The Mussalmanpara Lane bomb case 
is still fresh in the memory of many people. Only the other day the 
Sealdah munition case showed the conduct of the Police in lurid colours. 
The Sindhubala affair can never be erased from the memory of the people 
of Bengal. It is no use multiplying instances. Let us only examine two 
typical cases that have occurred during the last few months since the 
introduction of the reforms. I mean the Mohunganj and the Ealighat 
shootiffg affairs. I take these cases because it is only in an emergency, 
that the calibre qf a force can be judged. Here is the Mohunganj affair 
in a nutshell. A large number of police recruits from the training 
college of Sardah, pursued the escaped convicts from Rajshahi Jail and 
reached Mohunganj at dead of night. One Subedar-major and two con- 
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stables who had gone forward to reconnoitre, reported that some forty 
persons, who looked like convicts, were sleeping in a shed in the village 
and the police naturally (mark the word naturally) tried to arrest the in- 
mates. This was done evidently without making sure that they were 
really convicts. It now transpires that the sleeping people were not con- 
victs at all, but ordinary coolies. The police fired shots and« one death 
occurred . The Government communique says that “there was an unfor- 
tunate mistake over the whole affair.” Sir, mistakes and misunderstand- 
ings are very convenient terms. But is it not curious that when one man’s 
mistake means another man’s death, such mistakes have a tendency to 
recur in this unfortunate coutnry P We have read in the story books, how 
the chivalrous Don Quixote of old mistook the windmill for an army of 
giants, but it seems that the days of chivalry are not yet gone. Sleeping 
coolies seem to make a good target for the bravery of many a chivalrous 
policeman. Let us now go on into the Ealighat shooting case. An inno- 
cent man was shot dead by a European police sergeant. Here is what the 
Government resolution says about the affair — “It is clear to the Gover- 
nor in Council, that the sergeants, evidently with a view to screening one 
of their number, have failed to tell the truth . . The Govern v)t in 

Council can only unreservedly condemn the attitude of the sergeants 
concerned.” It is out of place to go into the details of this sorry business 
here, there will be time enough for that, but I ask, in all seriousness, is 
it not a shame that this is the class of men for whom the Council voted 
an increment of pay and house allowance only the other day ; nay, these 
are the sort of men, for some of whom quarters are to be provided even 
against the vote of this Council P 

I am not fond of using strong language, and it is not my business to 
enter into a diatribe against the police, but I ask this Council, has the 
police force, as at present managed, fully proved its efiBciency P Has it 
done its best to secure the cordial co-operation of the public ? There is 
plenty of room for improvement, and I request this Council to appoint a 
Committee to inquire into and report as to how this efficiency can be at- 
tained. 

To come now to the extraordinary increase in the cost of the police 
administration, I shall not take much time of the Council. A simple 
statement of the figures will be the most forcible argument that I can use. 
In 1905-06, when the revenue of Bengal was Rs. 6 crores and 50 lakhs 
the police expenditure was Rs. 59 lakhs. The revenue now is Rs. 9 crores 
and 50 lakhs, whereas the police expenditure is Rs. 1 crore and 90 iahks 
i.e., when the revenue has increased by less than 60 per cent., the police 
expenditure has gone up by more than 215 per^ cent. The following 
figures of police expenditure will prove instructive. In 1905, police 
expense was Rs. 69 lakhs; in 1912, Rs. 83 lakhs; in 1916, 116 lakhs - in 
1918, 132 lakhs; in 1919, 143 lakhs; in 1921, 190 lakhs. Before the in- 
auguration of the reforms in 1918-19, the proportion of police expen- 
diture to revenue, as far as tl^e whole of India was concerned, was 1 in 
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20, whereas in Bengal to-day it is 1 in 6. Can extravagence go 'any 
fttftlietP The time has surely come when the whole question should be 
seriously considered and who can do it better than a representative Com- 
mittee of this Council, as proposed by me. 

I think, I owe it to this Council to show broadly and, in a few words,* 
how economy and efficiency may be effected. Here also a comparison 
with the English police will be found useful. It may be news to many 
members, that in the early ninteenth century, the London police was 
in a sad state. As Captain Melville Lee says. England was passing 
through an epoch of criminality darker than any other in her annals.*' 
How was this state of affairs improved ? Not by repression by any means. 
As the same author say a in the history of England, strong repressive 
measures have never led to a decrease in the number of criminals.” Is 
India different? 

It was the reform of the police that was badly needed, and Robert Peel, 
in 1832, passed his Act for improving the police ; the main principles laid 
down for working out the reforms included — (t) that prevention of crime 
was the first duty of the police, and that absence of crime would be looked 
upon as the best test of efficiency, and (it), it was impressed upon the 
police force that it was their duty to keep perfect control of temper in all 
circumstances. Have these two duties been impressed upon the police in 
this country P 

Then again we find from Captain Melville liCe's history that it was no 
easy matter to recruit a force with the necessary qualifications of honesty, 
intelligence, and good physique. In the first 8 years, out of a total ferce 
of 30,000, there were 5,000 dismissals and 6,000 resignations, but the 
authorities persevered and never faltered; success crowned their efforts 
at last. May I ask. Sir, if the authorities in this country have approache<l 
police reforms in this attitude? May I ask. Sir, how many officers ami 
men have been dismissed or made to resign as a result of their censure by 
courts of law. May I ask, Sir, w’hat has been done to the officers connect- 
ed with th6 Sindhubala affair? The whole country is keenly waiting to 
hear what is done to the sergeants of the Kalighat affair. 

To come now to some broad details, as far as I have been able to st\idy 
the matter, it seems to me that the Police Department may be reorganised 
on the following lines : — 

(1) A greater Indianisation in the higher grades of the Police Depart- 
ment. — ^The very first sentence of the preamble of the Government of 
India Act^^ which has brought the Reforms, speaks of increasing associa- 
tion of ^Indians in ; all branches pf the administration. I believe that a 
pitiful IX per cent is the highest proportion sanctioned for Indians. 
Surely 60 per cent, is not too much to ask now. 

(2) Amalgamation of the Calcutta and Bengal Police. — This matter 
has been discussed timee without numbet since Mr. Halliday (afterwards 
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Sir Frederick Halliday) first took it up in 1838. Even in 1873, Sir Georg6 
Campbell, Lieutenant-Oovernor of Bengal, was for amalgamation of Cal- 
cutta and Bengal Police. Both the Government of India and the Secre- 
tary of State then approved of the matter, but it Was deferred. This 
proposal has gone through various phases, and there is no reason why it 
cannot be taken up again under an I.C.S. Inspector-General, speci^ly 
when the Bengal Government and not the city of Calcutta, pays for its 
upkeep. It passes ordinary comprehension how a Police Sub-Inspector 
working in Bhowanipur gets H-s. l50-250, when his brother Sub-Inspector 
gets only Rs. 80-130, working a few hundred yards away in Alipur. 
The expenses at the top of the Calcutta Police are very great. Even as 
late as 1887, the Finance Committee of the Government of India noticed 
by a comparison with Madras and Bombay, thaf the Calcutta Police 
establishment was the most expensive of the three. 

(3) River Police. — I do not know why the river police should be kept 
as a separate establishment. 

(4) Military Police. — ^The Indian Police Commission of 1903, after 
careful inquiry, came to the conclusion that the military police in Bengal 
should be abolished. Has that recommendation been followed? If it 
had been, we should not have heard so much of these men to-day at Ghand- 
pur and other places. The authorities should remember the well-expres- 
sed maxim that the strength of the police ought to be not that there is a 
military force behind, but that there is the good will of the people behind 
it. 


The PRESIDENT: I hope you will not bring the Ghandpur incident 
into this discussion. 

Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA; (5) Then, there is the much 
vexed qifestion of the Railway Police, and as to who should maintain its 
upkeep. There does not seem to be any reason why the Railway people 
should not pay the whole cost. 

(6) In Bengal, for the important work of investigation, there is only 
one class of ofiicers, mz., Sub-Inspectors, wheroas for inspection or super- 
vision, there are six classes of officers, viz.^ Inspectors, Deputy Superin- 
tendents, Assistant Superintendents, Additional Superintendents, Super- 
intendents,' and Deputy Inspectors-General of Police. There is some 
duplication of work in supervision, and it is not unlikely that supervision 
may be carried too far, and may sometimes and not in looking over, the 
work but rather in overlooking it. Why cannot the number of Deputy 
Inspectors-General be reduced P Why cannot the posts of Inspectors and 
Deputy Superintendents of Pdice be amalgamated or their total number 
reduced ? Why cannot the number of the superior' service men be 
reduced? 

(7) Then there is the Intelligence Branch. Why can it not be 
abolished altogether? In England, it has been said that the people have 
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always a terror of espionage and have viewed with critical eyes any sys- 
tem that employs spies. Is the mentality of the Indian people very 
different from that of- the English people in this respect t 

Mr. CATHCART: May I rise to a point of order. This motion asks 
for a Committee, but it seems to me that the mover is trying to guide the 
deliberations of the Committee before permission has been given even 
to form the Committee. 

The PRESIDENTS I think he is in order. In urging the necessity 
of a Committee, he is entitled to show that there is room for reorganisa- 
tion and economy. 

Bebu INDU BHUSHAN DUTTAs I need not go into any more 
details. I have only suggested some broad points that have appeared 
important to me ; it is the Committee that will go into details and suggest 
what practical steps may be taken. My suggestions may or may not be 
the best that could be made, and I want to make it clear to those who may 
differ from me in details, that the adoption of my resolution does not mean 
the adoption of these my suggestions. If the Council is pleased to adopt 
my resolution, which I sincerely trust it will, the Committee will be in 
the best position to go into details. ' 

As regards the formation of the Committee, the Government has 
recognised the necessity pj taking recourse to the single transferable vot- 
ing system for getting representative standing Committees, and I think, 
this is the best means of getting a Committee which will carry the con- 
fidence of the Council. The two official members will be able to help 
with their administrative experience. 

Before I sit down, let me once more give emphasis to these two 
points — 

(t) Unless some substantial economy is effected in the Police expen- 
diture, no important nation-building work can be taken up ; nay, not only 
that, the Government is in danger of becoming bankrupt. The excessive 
police expenditure hangs like a heavy load around the neck of Bengal, 
and the burden must be lightened. 

(w) As for efficiency, unless urgent reforms are effected, the Police 
will not, and cannot get the cordial co-operation of the public, witkout 
which no police can do successful work. Let there be no cry of false 
prestige; the true prestige of an administration lies in the efficiency of 
its Police. 

The PRESIDENT: I call upon Kumar Shib Shekhareswar Ray to 
move h-is resolution. It is very much of the same kind, though not 
identical, 

Ktimur SHIB SHEKHARESWAR RAY: This Council recommends 
to the Goyernment that a Committee consisting of nine members, six of 
whom are to be elected from, and by, the non^official members of the 

o 1 
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Council, in accordance with the principle of proportionate representation 
by means of the single transferable vote, as laid down on page 204 of the 
Council Manual, be immediately appointed to inquire into and report on 
the administration of the Police iti Bengal, in such manner as the Govern- 
ment may direct, with special reference to the following : — 

Whether any change ih the existing system of the Police administra- 
tion, effecting a reduction of expenses without impairing its . efficiency , 
is possible. 

My resolution is analogous to one which has been just moved, and I 
am much obliged to the mover of the previous resolution Jor the very 
able speech which he has made and which has therefore considerably 
lightened my task so far as making out a strong case in favour of the 
appointment of a committee of inquiry is concerned. Sir, the Police 
alone shallows up a fourth of the total revenues of this province. 
Rightly or wrongly, people feel that the expenditure is rather too much 
for the preservation of internal peace and order. They are also not satis- 
fied with its present efficiency and think that there is scope for increasing 
the efficiency and at the same time reducing the expenses. We, the 
representatives of the people here, must perforce voice this feeling. We 
are in duty bound to inform the Government that it is on a perilous way 
we are travelling, where we must cry halt, and look round. The other 
day, in this very hall, we had effected a reduction on the police demand 
in obedience to this popular feeling. But later on we were made to realise 
that the system of administration that we now have, is such that the 
whole fabric of police organisation would collapse, if the entire demand 
of the Iton'ble Sir Henry Wheeler were not satisfied. It was a regular 
contest between the popular feeling on one side and the exigency of the 
State, as represented by the bureaucracy, on the other, and in the end, 
the latter had its way. It was not expected that it should be so. 
Whereas the State officials were masters of details, we, the represen- 
tatives of the people, were groping in the dark. We could only be ex- 
ponents of general principles. In view of our financial position and 
crying needs of the nation-building departments, retrenchment and pre- 
vention of waste, wherever possible, were felt by us to be an absolute 
necessity. The Reforms, the most generous gift of a great nation to a 
backward nation, are on their trials. We had sought for them, we have 
got them and we mean to make them a success. And, therefore, our 
greatest concern now is that a discontented and overtaxed people might 
not think that the Reforms are a failure. It was for tjus reason that wo 
fought for a reduction of police expenses and we hoped that we would 
be able to make the authorities realise the situation and agree to a reason- 
able reduction. But they contended that no reduction was possible 
under the present system of administraiioni They convinced the majo- 
rity of the House and they won. But, Sir, the moral victory was,;Ours. 
If the maintenance of the police alone in a country requires a quarter of 
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its revenues, it proves one or the other of the two facta, viz.^ either the 
administration of the Police Department is faulty or there is an internal 
disorder in the country of a serious and chronic nature. But, Sir, the 
police reports do not justify the latter. It is the system of administration 
which is defective. Then, Sir, there can be no doubt about the fact that 
there is still a strong feeling in the country against the heavy police 
expenses. 1 assert, Sir, even Sir Henry Wb^Mer realises this, otherwise 
he would not have asked the district authorities to confer with local 
Council members and try to find out what .economies are possible. But 
this method has got several drawbacks. Not all the members are pro- 
perly equipped for such a complex inquiry nor can every one of them 
devote 'sufficient time iCnd labour to this matter. So I suggest that a 
committee be formed composed of members who are ardent in the matter, 
and able and willing to sacrifice time and energy. And as they will pro- 
ceed with their inquiry, they will gather greater experience and confi- 
dence and a comparative estimate of different districts and different con- 
ditions would enable them to generalise and come to definite conclusions. 
Sir, my resolution differs with the previous one inasmuch as I have fully 
made over the scope of the inquiry to the Government. The number of 
members in the committee suggested by me is also larger so that it may 
be properly representative of official views *as well as t^e views of the 
different schools of thought in this Council. Sir, I hope the House 
would agree with me when I say that the Government fully deserves all 
our help in this very difficult matter. We, in our turn, expect the help 
o£ the Government and a hearty co-operation of the heads of the depart- 
ment. The onslaught which Sir Henry Wheeler has to bear is due solely 
to his onerous charge. We all know that this increased expenditure does 
not benefit him in any way. But his is the unpleasant task of trying to 
defend and to defend a system of administration and the cost of maintain- 
ing it, which to a large section of the public, rightly or wrongly appears 
to be defective and objectionable. So I move this resolution with a view 
to lighten his burden and make a representative committee of this House 
share in the blame or praise for the administration of the Police Deport- 
ment. 

One word more and 1 finish. It might be said that all this increased 
expenditure is due to giving effect to the recommendations made by the 
Fraser Commission, after a careful and prolonged inquiry. To this. Sir, 
my reply would be that in many cases the Government has not followed 
the recommendations. In some cases it has acted contrary to the recom- 
mendations. To give one instance, the Commission recommended the 
abolition of military police but on the contrary the Government of Bengal 
has gfven it a better status and converted it into the East Bengal Frontier 
Rifles at an enormous cost. We had a taste of its usefulness the other 
day at Chandpur. Moreover the recommendations were made at a time 
when there was no talk even of granting us responsible form of Self- 
Goveimment. The recommendations were made wfth a view to 
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strengthen the hands of the bureaucratic form of Government and the 
police were thought to be the best link between the people and the 
Government. But all this is now changed. Now we are moving fast 
towards the Government of the people, by the people and for the people. 
The whole outlook is changed and we must have a changed system of 
police administration to suit the changed conditions. 

Rai HAREMDRAMATH CHAUDHURI: I beg to support the resolu- 
tion that has been so ably moved by my hon^ble friend Babu Indu 
Bhushan Dutta. That police expenditure and efficiency in this pro- 
vince are subjects of perennial public criticism admits of no doubt* 
Some of the criticisms may not be well founded in the opinion of the 
Government, but it cannot be said that all of them are prejudiced and 
none of them is backed by reason. 

It has been a fashion nowadays. Sir, whenever police questions are 
raised to set up the Bombay ideal and .example and work out the pro- 
portion of the strength of the police force to the number of population 
in these provinces. Why the number of police in Bombay has come 
to be so high and what is the history behind it nobody takes pains to 
enquire. Only to silence criticism the present figures are quoted and 
it is thought that the very last word is said on the subject. 

However to use an argument much on the same lines I cannot 
resist the temptation of quoting the following figures. 

In the absence of later statistics I am obliged to quote figures for 
1918. 


1918. 


Total number 
of coastables. 

Number of Inapec- 
tors- General and 
Deputy inspeotora- 
Graaral. 

Number of 
Superin- 
teodeuts. 

Number of 
Anlstant 
Superin- 
tendents. 

Number of 
De( uty 
Suporin- 
laudeuta. 

Numbei^bf 

Ittspeetora. 

Number of 
Sub lospeo* 
ton* 

1 

Number of 
Sergeants. 

Bengal. 




■ 



1 

27,e78 

Bombay.* 

24 

. 43 

50 


280 

1,827 

192 

31,036 

10 

1 

48 

28 

H 

207 

... 974 

86 


Now it will be seen at a glance that police administration in Bengal is 
proportionately by far the more top-heavy than in Bcanbay. While 
Bombay manages more men in the police force by much less superior 
and subordinate officerSf in Bengal, not constaUes but officers are be- 
ing increased as fast as it is possible to do so. 

. What is the net result of this ^proportionate increase of officers 
and high salaried, posts. In t^e first place it^'is increasing the cost of 
police administration in this province beyond all proportion. Thus you 
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will find that while the total cost of police in 1918 was Rs. 1, 00,04,670 
in Bombay^ in Bengal it was Bs. 1,27,22,620; yet at so much smaller 
cost Bombay had 1 police to every 635 men, while the proportion of 
police to population in Bengal was 1 to 1,644. 

Secondly, this costlier and much more expensive arrangement has 
not secured greater efficiency. This is apparent from the following 
figures : — 


1918. 


Number of oAsea 
lo wiiich vroperty 
MAS sioleut 

Number of 
OABw in which 
property wm 
recovered. 

Percentage of ceeea 

In which property 
WM recovered to 
cuea In which pro- 
perty was etolen. 

Amount of 
property stolen. 

Amonnt>t 
property re- 
covered. 

Percentage of value 
of propaity re- 
covered to value of 
property stolen. 




Ri. 

Rb. 


Bengal. 






66,34G ^ 

13,907 

21*0 

43,83,554 

6,04,075 

13*8 

Bombay. 



t 



26,779 

14,445 

53*9 

i 

3*2,91,611 

10,72,204 

i 

326 


And who knows if such detection and such efficiency are not making 
for a rapid increase of crimes in our hapless province. It may well 
be remarked at least that the recoveiy of stolen property in this pro- 
Vince is in inverse ratio to the number of Inspcctors-General and 
Deputy Inspectors-General. 

And if this is the brilliant record of the Bengal police with regaid 
to theft cases, its achievement in the detection of cognisable crimes and 
secu^g conviction thereof is equally marvellous. Thus in 1918 (the 
latest year for which statistics are available, while of 103,516 cognis- 
able crimes reported in Bombay 69,625 cases met with conviction and 
only 16,342 cases went undetected ; in Bengal of 182,553 reported cases 
in 97,669 cases only conviction was secured and as high as 44,039 
number of: cases went undetected. If such a state of things does not 
call for a committee of searching inquiry when about two crores of 
rupees i.e., a quarter of the receipts of the Government of Bengal are 
being ottered at the feet of the police we do not know, Sir, what state 
of things will justify such a step. ^ 

Rti WMilENbRA CHANDRA MITRA BihidurS The resolution of 
Babu Indu Bhushan Suita urges that a committee be appointed to inquire 
into and report as to what practical step 9 may be taken in order to 
effect a reorganisation of the Police Department on a more economic 
and efficient baeia; ' * 
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There are two questions before the Council for decision. Firstly, 
is there any necessity for the reor^^anisation of the Police Department? 
Secondly, if a reorganisation is necessary, what effective st^ should 
be taken in this connexion? Regarding the first proposition about 
which I need not say much, can there be any doubt that the claim for 
reorganisation by the people of Bengal is reasonable? We must first 
of all take into considieratioa the impular feeling of the people of this 
coufitry, and that feeling is one of the factors which place me in a posi- 
tion to say to the Council that a reorganisation is necessary. Now if 
you look into the facts, it will be a matter for consideration that the 
expenditure which Bengal has to inpur is a very heavy one and, if that 
be so, can it not be argued on behalf of the people of Bengal that 
nttem]>t8 should be made by Government to reduce the expenditure? 
Now, my frieuds who have moved the two resolutions have already 
brought to the notice of the Council that so far as the superior officers 
are concerned reduction would he imssible and that as far as the num- 
ber of constables in Bengal is concerned, it is a smaller one. My exper- 
ience also warrants mo to say that the proportion of constables in 
Bengal is a lower figure. There ought to be a W'holesale reorganisa- 
tion. First of all, it would he necessary to see whether there ought to 
be a change or not and, if it be agreed that there should be a change, 
then I submit that effective steps should be taken to give effect to it. 
I am fully aware of the fact that Government has already noticed this 
matter and that information was .sent to the District Officers in this 
connection, but so far as the latter is concerned, it is not so very siiti.s- 
factory. If a committee of non-official members of the Council be for- 
med, it will be time for gathering facts. If the committee had figures 
of the number of crimes in each thuna for the last five or ten years, then 
it will be a matter for consideration whether two or eight sub-insi)ectors 
are to be kept in each thana or whether the number of constables kept 
there in charge of the police work can be reduced or, not. It will also 
be for the committee to consider the number of members of the com- 
mittee in each thana. With facts and figures before them, the com- 
mittee only can come to a safe conclusion whether the number of police 
officers engaged in a particular area should be kept on or reduced. 
Such matters would require careful comsideration and the work of the 
committee . may be helped by the superior police officers who have better 
and more intimate knowledge of these matters thah non-official mei^bers 
who do not understand police affairs. I thoroughly understand the 
situation of the country and also the feeling of the country which is the 
everyday talk here, there and everywhere and I do, therefore, feel it 
my duty to put before the Council that it is necessary that there should 
be an inquiry as to the reorganisation of the Police Dex>artmeat. There 
ought to be a harmonious feeling between the people and the police, 
Unless that harmony existsrall the attempts made by the police, to check 
Climes will prove useless and the people will not ask the police te work 
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with them. If they do, I am sure all the unpopularity of the police will 
vanish and then you will find that the people themselves will serve police 
officers. In a neighbouring locality, I have the duty and pleasure to 
form a defensive police force and I want to bring to the notice of the 
Council that the people's force — call that police force or people’s force — 
is working harmoniously with the police officers in the locality. I have 
been informed that Government have recognised the services of the 
people’s force and if the people’s defensive force in that locality can work 
haniioniously with the xmlice, I fail to see why other defensive forces 
in other parts of the country should not work harmoniously with the 
police. My suhimission to the Council is that I feel, and I strongly 
feel, that there ought to be good feeling between the police ami the 
Xieople. Unless it is worked out by any means, all the exi^nditure which 
may be one crore or two crores will be of no avail to check crimes. 
Therefore I take this opportunity of explaining in all humility my views 
in this connection, and I respectfully ask the Council to form a com- 
mittee for the purpose of first of all seeing whether there ought to be a 
change or not and, if there should be a (diange, there would be no diffi- 
culty on the part of officials to reduce the high expenditure. We are 
fully aware that when we came to the Reformed Council for the first time 
we had two words in our brains that is “ economy ” and ‘‘ efficiency.” 
When we entered the Chamber, we saw the words ” economy ” written 
on the walls of the Council. In that view of the matter, I do fully sup- 
port the resolution moved by Balm Indu Bhushan Dutta. 

Babu N ALIN I NATH ROYs T supxiort this resolution as I wish that 
more money must be made available for the develoi)ment of the country. 
If peoide are enabled to earn more and to produce more they niay be 
expected to live an honourable life. It was one that is responsilde in 
many eases for the inci-ease of crimes in the country. It is want of edu- 
cation and sense of responsibility towards fellow-brotliers that also con- 
tribute to the larger number of offences in the country. When we com- 
pare Bengal with an area of 78,699 square miles and with a impulation 
of 45,483,077 with the United Provinces with an area of 107,267 square 
miles and a population of 47,182,044, the number of districts 28 and 48, 
total police force 27,460 and 36,668, we find that the {mpulation and 
number of districts ia larger in the United Provinces than in this pro- 
vince, but the cost of police in Bengal exceeds the cost of the United 
Provinces. 

The PRESIDENT: I don’t think these details are strictly relevant. 
We are only considering the question of the appointment of a committee 
to investigate if economy can be effected in the Police Department con- 
sistent with efficiency. 

Babu N ALIN I NATH ROY: Surely Bengal is in no respect back- 
vrard to the United Provinces. Then why should there not be a decrease 
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of expenditure in the province. If we appoint a committee to investi- 
gate the possibilities of reduction of expenditure there cannot be any 
complaint that we are not looking to the maintenance of order and tran- 
quillity within the province. In my own districts it is want of healthi- 
ness tW is at the root of inefficiency of the police because the police 
force generally suffer from attacks of malaria. Unless we drive out 
malaria, increase of staff may be resorted to, to give relief ; but that will 
not reduce tiie possibility of the increased staff being rendered inefficient 
through malaria attacks. Hence the driving out of malaria in our dis- 
tricts is essentially necessary to make the police more efficient and vigor- 
ous. In other districts other reasons are at work but all those are 
traceable, to the want of development in the country that is needed, 
and we must anyhow find money to effect the purpose and it is the 
development of the country that will surely lessen the number of crimes. 

Babu KI8H0RI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: At this fag-end of the day, 
I do not propose to detain the House with any lengthy speech. All I 
can say is ihat I whole-heartedly support the proposal of the immediate 
appointment of a committee as proimsed in these two resoUitions. It is 
an admitted fact that the police expenditure is gradually increasing and 
the country is groaning under the burden of that. It might be argued 
that the reason for this is that the crime has considerably increase^l. 
But I think there might be some other reason at the root. It is a 
matter for inquiry whether corruption on the part of the investigating 
officers is responsible for the inefficient administration of the police. I 
can spqak of my own district where for every crime, for every report of 
crime, the complainant is to pay a rupee for recording the information; in 
some cases the informants are even to pay two rupees. No doubt it is 
a defect in the investigation department. That is the state of things in 
my own district. I do not know why the prevention of crimes is not 
pro^rly attended to. Yilh^e chaukidars have to go to the police- 
station every now and then; for every report they have to accompany the 
complainant. In fact, the village chaukidars do not attend to "their 
watch duty at night. They work for the sub-inspectors and procure 
things at cheap rates for the high officials. Somehow or other they are 
not available for the night duty, and the result is that thieves are not 
detected at idl. If the services of the chaukidaps are not made avail- 
able in the detection of bad characters, the whole money spent for them 
goes for nothing. Prevention and detection of crimes are the most 
important factors. 

The PRESIDENTS I do not think these-matters are strictly relevant 
to the motion. 

Babu KISHORI MOHAN.CHAUOHUiril 'AB I can say is that an 
investigation is absolutely necessary. The'oii«M;’ day, in an informal 
conference m our district, We found that out of ^ police-stations 3 
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could be easily abolished, if not more. The Police Department is, I 
think, a top-hesTy dejmrtment and some economy can be effected at the 
top. If hereafter there be a separation of judicial and executive func- 
tions of the district magistrate, he can devote much time to the admin- 
istration of the Police Department. So 1 think a proper investigation 
is necessary to see how the prevention and detection of crimes could be 
efficiently effected. In fact there is much room for improvement here. 
So I think the proj^sal is a very good one and should be accepted by the 
Council and a committee appointed to report on the circumstances. 

With these few words, I heartily support the resolutions. 

Mr. G. MORGANS I move that the question be now put. 

The PRESIDENTS I think I must give the Hon’ble Sir Henry 
Wheeler an opportunity to. speak before 1 put the question. 

The Hon’bie Sir HENRY WHEELER: These two resolutions are 
similar in object and somewhat similar in form, as although the numeri- 
cal strength of the committee proposed by Babu Indu Bliushan Dutta 
is slightly smaller, and the proportion between elected and non-elected 
members slightly different, yet the object of both the resolutions is, as 
1 understand, to ask for an inquiry with a view to ascertaining whether 
economies can be effected in the administration of the police without 
sacrificing its efficiency. There are words in both resolutions which 
might be interpreted in a wider sense, extending possibly, in the extreme, 
to a general indictment of the police force, and in that sense the resolu- 
tions, of course, would be entirely unacceptable to Government; but I 
take it that the meaning which I have just mentioned is really what is 
in view, and it is on that basis that the matter is discussed. 

Now, so far as the request is one for an inquiry whether greater 
efficiency can be obtained at less cost, I may say at once that Govern- 
ment are not opposed to such an inquiry. Anybody who has sat in this 
Council for a month, much less anybody who, as I have, has sat in it 
for some years, knows that the question of the police is one of consider- 
able interest to all members, and it is evident that it is a question on 
which misunderstanding and misapprehension prevail to an extra- 
ordinary degree. If by an inquiry anything can be done to clear up 
this misunderstanding, anything can be done to impart to a portion of 
the members an exacter knowledge of what the details of police 
administration are, and if anything can be done to put a stop to this, 
incessant wrangling over the subject of police expenditure in Bengal, 
then certainly all that would be for good. While, obviously, if we are 
in a position to effect economies without sacrificing efficiency, we shall 
be only too ready to do so. 

But I am bound to cqnfc^ that, urhile recognising that the reqpiest 
^for an inquiry is not unnatural on the part of the CDuncil, and while 
admitting the request to be one to which Government would be wise to 
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accede, one cannot altogether shake off a certain amount of apprehen- 
sion as to what the methods and results of this inquiry may be: all 
depends upon the spirit in which the inquiry is approached, and I should 
have been glad to have heard this afternoon some more definite informa- 
tion as to the exact lines which it*is proposed to explore with a view to 
bringing about changes in the existing organisation. Babu Indu 
Bhushan Dutta gave us a few details, but apart from them the argu- 
ments fall into the two old categories — the police is inefficient and the 
police is expensive. But in reiterating this charge of inefficiency we 
still have no recognition of the circumstances in which the police have 
to work and the difficulties they have to sunuQunt. We have totals of 
crime produced before us without any analysis of the reasons to which 
the fluctuations are due. All is ascribed to this one great fault in- 
efficiency.*’ 

Now, Government have never denied that the police is not as efficient 
as it ought to be. In fact this view permeates the whole of the pro- 
vincial police literature. But Government are also ixiinfully conscious 
that when, on occasions, they do make proposals to remedy this state of 
affairs, say, to introduce a better type of officer or to strengthen the 
supervision which is exercised over them, they too frequently find not 
co-oi)eration but opposition in this Council. It is difficult to appreciate 
how, assuming that inefficiency is largely due to the unsatisfactory 
character of the subordinate mateidal and to the inadequate supervision 
by higher officers over it, this can be cured by curtailing the superior 
staff so that supervision will be weaker, extending jurisdiction, thus 
making charges more heavy and responsibility greater, and generally 
in the name of economy cutting down expenditure upon which the effi- 
cient administration of the department rests. 

As regards the cost, nothing has been said this afternoon in recogni- 
tion of the reasons for the rise in police expenditure in Bengal, w'hich, 
moreover, is 'common to other provinces in India : I mean the rise in ihe 
cost of labour, the increase in the complexity of administration, and the 
development of the country, particularly in the industrial sphere. To 
these three main reasons, which I have often previously emphasised, 
not one speaker unfortunately has* made any reference, this afternoon. 
We are told again and again that the police is expensive. Certainly it is' 
expensive. But may I give the Council a few figures? I take the 
actuals of 1916-17 as compared with those of 1920-21. Taking these 
two periods, it is true that the cost of the police in Bengal has gone up 
roughly from Rs. 96,00,000 to Hs. 1,31,60,000; but in the United Pro- 
vinces the cost has gone up from Es. 93,76,000 to Rs. 1,34,60,000; in 
Madras it has gone up from Rs. 89,76,000 to Rs. 1,42,00,000; in Bom- 
bay it Has gone up from Rs. 82,00,000 to Rs. 4*33,60,000. Therefore, 
it is not in Bengal alone that police expenditure has gone up. The 
factors that have been operative in other provinces have been equally* 
opi^rative in Bengal. 
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Apd'Tt from these two defects which we are asked to cure, it might be 
inferred from some of the speeches which we have heard that police 
administration in Bengal has spnmg up haphazardly without any plan, 
supervision or attempt at improvement. Is that the caseP 1 am not 
going to inflict upon the Council a history of police administration in 
Bengal. But as must Be well known to many members, the local system 
of police in the early days of the Company was under the control of the 
zamindars, and for practical purposes there was no police judged by any 
modern standard of efficiency. The Company slowly and gradually 
attempted to improve it; and it is to be remembered that it is only in 
comparatively recent years that the improvement of the police system 
was effected in England ; outside the metropolis it may be said to date 
from the year 1839. In their attempts to improve the police, the Com- 
pany did away with the zamindary police system and established the 
thanadary system in 1792, relieving the village watch from their sub- 
ordination to the zamindars. That was the foundation of the modern 
police system in Bengal, and the arrangements made in those early 
years were vitiated by defects which have been constant ever since. 
Men were under-paid, there was no proper supervision over them, and 
they were entrusted with charges with whicl\ their staff was unable to 
cope. Was the daroga on Rs. 25 ever likely to be an angel, and was 
^ he with an establishment of a writer, one or two jamadars and a score 
or two of barkandazes, supplementing the village watch, ever likely 
to be able to manage properly a charge of 20 miles square ? And be it 
remembered that in those days there were no Superintendents of Police. 
These are the common police defects in Bengal to-day, and ever since 
those early days we have had inquiries after inquiries, committees after 
committees, seeking means of remedying these deficiencies. If that is 
ihe history in outline of police administration in Bengal, a committee 
of non-experts is taking on a somewhat large task if they think that 
fundamental defects in police organisation can easily be discovered wbii^h 
were hitherto unknown. I am not aware of 'the lines upon which the 
committee proposes to work, and it must be left to it to lay them down. I 
have been endeavouring within the last few months to compile detailed 
information as to the state of affairs in individual districts, atid I hoped 
to have been able to lay it before the Council to-iiigbt, together with 
the views on each district of the local officials and members of the 
Council. But the inquiry has taken a longer time than was expected, as 
members of Council in some cases found it.difficult to attend, and in others 
asked for elaborate statistics which it would have taken months to 
compile. However, although some six or seven replies are still want- 
ing, it is interesting to note that, speaking generally,. those which have 
come in do not point to the probability of any marked reductions being 
possible. An attempt has been made io fiout these inquiries on the 
ground that members are not all experts and may not have been able to 
find time foi a proper examination of the question. But it seems to 
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have been forprotten that an inquiry of this kind haa thia ^preat advantage 
that members are being consulted about matte]^ concerning which 
they have personal knowledge, and not on issues affecting other i»arts of 
the I’l’esidency about which they know little. 

Another point to which I may refer vtith a note of warning is the 
effect of such an investigation on the discipline of the force. At present 
there is considerable discontent prevailing throughout most ranks of 
the police, and if an inquiry of this kind is not conducted usith singular 
discretion, the discipline of the force may be seriously impaired. * 

Another danger is this. The committee will find that there are few 
districts in which the existing ranks are satisfied with their pay and in 
which the local officers are not able to bring forward many schemes 
involving an increase of expenditure. The opportunity is very likely 
to be taken to represent alleged grievances as to pay, and discontent may 
increase if requests are refused. 

Apart from that the inquiry itself will clearly be an expensive one, 
as if it involves touring on the part of the members, touring is expen- 
sive, while if witnesses are brought to Calcutta there is equally the cost 
^of that. There is too the incidental expenditure resulting from inter- 
ference with work and the transfer of the time of officers from their 
ordinary duties to this special purpose. 

For all such expenditure the Council will be asked to grant a vote, 
and I trust it will be clearly understood that the acceptance of this resolu- 
tion will entail the acceptance of a subsequent proposal for expenditure. 
While then Government do not oppose the proposal for an inquiry, I have 
thought it desimble to point out one or two pitfalls which possibly sur- 
round it. Of these risks Government cannot but be conscious, but they 
acquiesce in the recommendation in the confident expectation that the 
inquiry will be undertaken with a sincere and earnest desire to secure 
efficiency in the first instance. If economy can^ be combined with effi- 
ciency so much the better, and we shall all rejoice. But we trust that 
proposals will not be laid before us which, in the sacred name of 
economy, will entail the scrapping of safeguards and systems which we, 
who have had more to do with the working of the department, consider 
essential for its juroper working. 

Mr. R, WAT80N-8MYTH moved that the question be now put. 

The PRE8IDENT: I will take No. 19 as an amendment to No. 18 
and put the amendment first. If that is carried, the original motion can- 
not be put. 

Btfm INDU BHU8HAN DUTTAs I do not wish to make any dis 
tinction between the resolution and the amendment. If the mover of the 
amendment has no objection, I will accept bis amendment. Htoicrn 
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No. 19 irao then pot and agreed to. The other motion was deemed to have 

heeo withdxewD, 

BiIhi JOGENORA NATH ROY being absent, the following motion 
which stood in his name w^s deemed to have been withdrawn : — 

“ This Council recommends to the Government that steps be taken 
to reintroduce the ferry steamer service between Narayanganj and 
Munshiganj (Dacca).” 

The following motion stood in the name of Mr. Ajoy Chunder Dutt : 
‘'This Council recommends to the Government that steps be taken to 
produce a Bengali translation of the Bengal Village Self-Government 
Act, with necessary notes and explanations, hi^d that the same be made 
accessible to the public of Bengal through the medium of post offices 
thanas and dispensaries.” 

Tim PRESIDENTS The Member of Government in charge of the 
resolution is absent. Perhaps you will agree to its postponement. 

Mr. AJOY CHUNDER DUTT: Yes, certainly. 

Tin PRESIDENT: The resolution is placed at the bottom of the 
Agenda Pax>er. ' 


Adjournment. 

The Council was then adjourned till 3 r.u. on Wednesday, the 6th 
July, 1921, at the Town Hall, Culcutta.-* •* 
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Prooeedings of the Bengal Legislative Council assembled under the 
• provisions of the Government of India Act. 

The Council met in the Town Hall, Calcutta, on Wednesday, the 6th 
July, 1921, at 3 p.m. 


Presents 

The Hon'ble the President, the Ihtm’ble the four Members of the 
Executive Council, the Hon’ble the three Ministers, and 93 nominated 
and elected members. 


Starred Questions 

/ (to which oral replies were given). 

Conversation between Mr. K. C. De and Babu Akhii Chandra 
Dutta regarding Assam tea garden coolies. 

•XXXVII. Dr. JATINDRA NATH MOITRAs (a) Is the Hon’ble 
the Member in charge of the Political Department aware of the purport 
of a conversation between the Divisional Commissioner of Chittagong 
and%abu AkhifChandra Dxitta relating to the recent happening at Chand- 
p\ir, published in several papers and that the action of the said Commis- 
sioner has been severely criticised by both Indian and European jour- 
nalists and public men ? 

(h) If so, has the Hon’ble the Member ascertained from the Divisional 
Commissioner himself whether the purport of the conversation as pub- 
lished is substantially correct, or whether there is any prevarication of 
ti'uth in important particulars in the above statement? 

(c) If so, will the Hon’blc the Member be pleased to state those parti- 
. culars and the truth so far as the Government have been able to ascertain 
them P 

MEMBER in charge of POLITICAL DEPARTMENT (the HoffPMe 
Sir Henry Wheeler)! (a) Yes. The conversation referred to was 
not an interview, and the Commissioner and the District Officer were not 
cross-examined in the manner shown in the published statement. There 
were general conversation on the occasion of three separate visits paid 
by Babu Akhii Chandra Dutta to the Commissioner, at which others were 
also present, the main subject discussed being how best to arrange for the 
welfare of the coolies. 

(h) and (/?) Government have ascertained from the Commissioner' that 
the report of the conversation as published is inaccurate in many respects. 
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Xu ikamft Mma answers giTen w^ net kns^r# to tBa questions to 
wMch were appended, in others the questions are distorted and are 
not the actiud queistions to which the answers were given, while in others 
both ikt question and answer are incorreot. The most important items 
i^'the conversation are those in which the Collector is stated to have said 
tmt the removal of the coolies from the railway station was carried out 
in order to produce an impression, and the Commissioner to have observed 
that he proposed to fight the non*co-operation movement with the aid of 
the Gurkhas and that he wanted to produce a moral impression with 
the Giirkhas. The statement imputed to the Collector is incorrect. Mr. 
Wares said that there was an impression among, the coolies that the law 
could be broken with impunity, and that he could pot allow this to con-* 
tihue* The statement had no particular reference to the eviction of the 
ooolies* Hr. De made no statement to the effect that he proposed to fight 
the p0n-co«operation movement with Gurkhas, and as regards the moral 
impression, what he conveyed by his remarks was that he had then 
sufficient force to check any violence among the non-co-operators, and that 
the presence of the military police would prove this to the people and 
create a moral impression. Hcf never threatened to stop the hartal at 
any cost" or *^to take other drastic repressive measures.’’ He never 
thi^atened send the Gurkhas to the town.” 

Mr. De has detailed other inaccuracies in the account of the conver- 
sation, and has made the general criticism that Babu Akhil Chandra 
Dutfa has ohly put down such parts of the conversation as suited his pur- 
pose. The upshot of the Commissioner’s report is that the conversation 
as reproduced in the press could only convey, in various important res- 
pects, a misleading impression of what was said. 


Price and cupply of quinine. 

^XXXVIII. Babu KIBHOItl MOHAN CHAUDHURI: (a) Is the 

Hun’ble the Member in charge of the Department of Revenue (Land 
Revenue) aware that the charitable dispensaries are being required to 
arrenffc for a big stock of quinine, especially in the malarious districts ? 

(b) la it a fact that the rate of prices of quinine supplied from the 
Goyemnnent plahtationB is three times the pre-war rate, and that even 

rates published iu the Calcutta Gazette are not followed in «^me 
instanc^f 

(o) If so,, are-the Government considering the desirability of reducing 
the sale-price to mufadsal charitable dispensaries if free supply is an 
iiupossibili^f \ ^ 

DEPARTMBNT Of RBVBttUB [LAND 
ipplilfMl SlafN# tii. Mahwn^wHilr.]. NMitor ^ BurilimiOt 
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(b) The price of quiniiie supplied to hospitals and dispensaries in 1914 
was Its. 13 per Ib. It is now Its. 48 per lb. The rates published in, the 
Gassette are followed. 

(c) The member is referred to the reply given to starred question 
No. II at the meeting of the Bengal Legislative Council held on the let 
April, 1921. 


Unatarred Questions 

(Answers to which were laid on the table). 

Buick cars for taxi-business. 

145. Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY : (a) Has the attention of the 
Hon’ble the Member in charge of the Police Department been drawn to 
the application of Messrs. M. T., Ltd., of No. 1, British Indian Street, 
Calcutta, for the registration of their Buick cars for taxi-business P 

(b) If so, will he pleased to state the special reasons as to why the 
said application has been rejected P 

(c) Is the Hon’ble the Member aware^of the fact that these cars used 
to be registered by the police for taxi-business about two years ago, and 
also that a large number of these cars has been imported by the said 
company for taxi-business P 

MEMBER In charge of POLICE DEPARTMENT (the Hm’ble 
Sir Henry Wheeler); (a) and (b) The Buick cars presented for registra- 
tion as taxi-cabs did not comply with the rules under the Motor Vehicles 
Act and registration was refused for that reason. 

(c) During the war when the import of suitable motor-cars was res- 
tricted, the rules were relaxed temporarily in respect of the specifications 
prescribed for taxi-cabs. It is no longer necessary to allow such con- 
cessions, but in order to avoid hardship to dealers, the Commissioner of 
Police is accepting for registration for a certain period, a certain pro- 
portion of Buick and other types of motor-cars, which do not comply 
strictly with the rules. 


Racomiliendations of Ministerial OfRoen’ Salary Oonmiittei. 

146. Babu BHI8HMADEV DAS; Will the Hon^ble the Member in 
charge of the Department of Finance be pleased to state what are the 
recommendations of the Committee appointed to advise as to the revision 
of pay of ministerial officene^and menials P * 

MEMBER in oharge of DEPARTMENT of FINANCE (tlio HfnHHo 
Mr. Kerr)i The Member is referred to the Beport of the Salaries 
tee and to the note of dissent, copies of which will he laid on the 
during the present session,^ 
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147. idm BHISHMADEV DA 8 : (a) Is the Hon’ble the Mijiister 
in ch^rjje of the Department of Education aware that in registration 
offices it is the rule to take the thumb-impression of literate and respect- 
aUe Indian executants on the back of the documents and in the register 
of thumb*impressions, and that as a matter of practice such' impressions 
are not taken in the cases of European executants ? 

(6) Are the Government considering the desirability of exempting 
literate Indians, or certain classes of literate Indians, from affixing their 
thumb-impressions ? 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of EDUCATION (the 
Hon’Ille Mr. P. C. Mitter): (a) Under rule 52 of the Registration rules, 
literate executants are required to affix their thumb-impressions on their 
documents, as also in the book of thumb-impressions, if they are not 
personally known to the registering officer. Clause (4) of the rule, how- 
ever, provides that the registering officer “ may, in his discretion, dis- 
pense with the taking of impressions in the case of European ladies and 
gentlemen and other persons of position regarding whose identification 
there can be no doubt or room for suspicion.^’ * 

(b) The system of identification by means of thumb-impressions is 
the best possible, as it reduces to a minimum the chances of false persona- 
tion, and Government do not propose to exempt literate executants as a 
class from the operation of the rule. The wording of the rule is however 
defective, and it will be amended by the omission of the words ** European 
ladies and gentlemen and other. . . 


Praetioe of tying under-trial priooners with ropes and loading them 
through public places. 

148 . Babu SURENDRA NATH MULLICK: (a) Is the Hon’ble 
the Member in charge of the Police Department aware that under-trial 
ppsoners, and even persons against whom a police inquiry is pending, 
are led openly through the public streets and places, by the police after 
tying them up with long ropes ? 

(6) Is the Hon’ble the Member aware of a feeling that exists that 
such treatment is unneoessariljr humiliating and that it creates pre- 
judice against them in the estimation of the public and thereby hampers 
them in their defence in the cases brought against them P 
( 0 ) Whei^ was this system introduced and by whom P 
(d) What is the average number of convictions for offences for escap- 
ing from police custody during each of the five years before and after 
GiB introduction orthiis systeipP . . 

, («) Is the Hon’ble the Member aware that the carrying out of this 
is not always insisted upon, but that in many instances it is left 
io the discretion of the police officer conqemedP 
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The Hon’Mt Sir HCNRY WHCELKIIrf^), {h) and <e) Persona 
arrested by the police may be secured by ropes in certain circumstances* 
The instructions for the Bengal Police are contained in rules 169 and 1^ 
of the Police Begulations, Bengal, Volume 6, which are as follows 

169 (a)! Handcuffs shall be kept in good order. If broken, they 
shall be mended or replaced without delay. 

(6) Great caution shall be exercised at all times in the remoral of 
handcuffs or other fastenings from prisoners en routes whether by land 
or water. 

(c) In non-bailable cases prisoners shall be handcuffed in couples, the 
right wrist of one to the left wrist of the other. In bailable cases prisoners 
shall not be handcuff edi unless violent, and then only by order of ^ the 
officer in charge of the station. 

If it is necessary to handcuff a prisoner in a bailable case, the reason 
for doing so shall be entered in the general and case diary and in the certi- 
ficate in P. R. B. Form No. 242. 

(d) In all cases in which the use of handcuffs is necessary, but no 
proper handcuffs are available, the prisoners may be secured by ropes or 
pieces of clothing. They shall not be subjected to more restraint than is 
absolutely necessary to prevent their escape. Ropes, when used, shall 
be so tied as not to interfere unduly with proper circulation, and shall be 
replaced by handcuffs as soon as possible. 

160. (a) The use of handcuffs is often an unnecessary indignity. 

They shall be used only when violence is anticipated and they arc clearly 
required to prevent the escape of the prisoner. 

(6) Witnesses arrested under section 171, Criminal Procedure 6od^, 
.shall not be treated as criminals and handcuffed, but simply as persons 
arrested under civil process. 

(c) Exceptions to rule 159 shall be made in favour of prisoners who 
by age, sex or infirmity, are easily and securely kept in custody without 
handcuffs." 

The rules for the guidance of the Calcutta Police are as follows : — 

"Prisoners arrested by the police for transmission to a Magistiate' or to 
the scene of an inquiry should not be subjected to more restraint than id 
necessary to prerent their escape. 

In bailable cases prisoners should not be handcuffed unljdss violent, 
and then only by order of the officer in charge of the poHc^station. 

In the case of two prisoners whpm it is necessary to handcuff , thay 
wUl be handcuffed in couples, the right wrist of pne to the left 

XTn^r no circumstances should . uioreMihaii two j^8cm«re lie 
together by handcuffs. V 
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; In aU ei^ itt v&icli the tise of haodcoffs ia oibwod and vheot no pro- 
pfir handdnffi are aVaflablei tbe.praonera may be secured by ropes until 
bahdeuffs can be procured. 

>8bould there be a head constable in charge of a party of prisonersi he 
must walk behind the prisoners and their escort and not in front of them/' 

It will thus be seen that the use of ropes is allowed only as a substitute 
for handcuffs and in circumstances in which the use of handcuffs would be 
permissible, such restraint being enforced only when it is necessary for the 
security of the prisoners. Under-trial prisoners in jail are conveyed 
between the jail and the courts in Calcutta and Dacca in prison vans. The 
Commissioner of Police has applied for another motor prison van for the 
conveyance of arrested persons from the section and sub-section houses 
to the central lock-up at Lai Bazar and the matter is under consideration. 
A van was asked for at Howrah some time ago, hut it has not yet been 
found possible to supply it. The alternative to the escorting of prisoners 
in public is the use of closed prison vans. These could be used only in 
urban areas ; their employment in the mufassal is not practicable. 

Further inquiry will be made whether the existing orders require to be 
supplemented in any way. ^ 

(o) and (d) The information is not on record. 


Practioo of tying offendors with rope on tho waist. 

149. Baku BHI8HMADEV DA8s (a) Is the Hon’ble the Member 
in charge of the Police Department aware that alleged offienders after 
arrest are tied by the police with a rope on their waist and taken through 
public places? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state whether such a 
practice exists in any other civilized country ? 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of discontinuing 
such practice? 

Tba Hon'Me 8ir HENRY WHEELER: (a), (b) and (c) Attention is 
invited to the answer to unstarred question No. 148. 

8alarias Committea’s Raport. 

,180. Ifavlvi ABDUL KARIM : (a) Will the Hon’ble the Member m 
charge Of ^ Department of Finance be pleased to state when the report 
of the Mihiaferial Officers’ Salaries Committee, which was to be sub- 
letted' by ^he 81st Mareh, 1921, was actually received by t&e Govern- 
meat, and when the Government’s resolution on it will be published? ' 

y of the Committee' aod the evidehce or memoran- 

dum imcord^ by it be published for general informatiolif 
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( 0 ) Are the Gt>yenimeBt considering the adyisability of pnblishing 
their scheme for ascertaining the yiews .of the pubUc as well as of the 
ministerial officers before issuing final orders on the subject P 

(d) Is the Hon’ble the Member now in a position to state the approxi- 
mate rate of increase which the Goyernment propose to introduce in the 
substantiye pay now drawn by the ministerial staff P 

(e) When do the Goyernment propose to giye effect to the new scale 
of salaries to the ministerial officers ? 

The Hon’ble Mr« KERRs (a) The report of the Salaries Committee 
was received by Government on the 29th April, 1921. The note of dissent 
was received on the 10th June, 1921. Government propose to deal first 
with the recommendations as regards the pay of menials and hope to lay 
before the Council their proposals as regards these during the current 
session. 

(ft) and (c) The report of the Committee, with the note of dissent, 
has already been laid on the table during the present session.' 

(d) and (e) Government hope to lay before the Council their pro- 
posals as regards the pay of ministerial officers in the September session. 

Passengers’ fares and waiting rooms steamer companies. 

151. Maulvi FAZLAL KARIM 8 W^ill the Uon’ble the Member in 
charge of the Marine Department be pleased to state — 

(1) the decision of the India General Navigation and Eiver Steam 

Navigation and Railway Company, Limited, on the resolution 
passed in the last session asking them to reduce the passengers’ 
faros to the rate of fares of the Government-owned railways ; 

(it) if the Company has any proposal for furnishing waiting-rooms 
in any of its stations ; 

(m) if so, in which station, and when are they to be erected ? 

MEMBER in Charge of MARINE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’Iila 
Mr. Kerr): (£), (it) and (Hi) When the resolution in question was passed 
a promise was given on behalf of Government that a copy of the discus* 
sion in Council would be sent to the Joint Steamer Companies for their 
consideration. The Steamer Companies have not been addressed as the 
printed record of the proceedings is not yet available; but it will be sent 
as soon as it is ready. 

¥ 

Gomiftorations white fixing tht of mifliitorial ofHm 

1*2. Maulvi PAZLAL KARIMs Will the Hen'We ^ M 

chargre of the Department of Finance be pleased to Bteie—. i 

(») the standard -upoa which the pay niiaietmal and iheniid 
ie fixed': . J 
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: (tt) their pay ie taken as the main or supplementary source 

of income for their maintenance ; 

(Hi) W many persons an officer is expected to maintain with his 
' p^y; and 

■ ‘T" »' «>. d.» ot a. 

TM HttfbM Mr. KERR: (i). Tie p,y ,ee„rii.|t to tie dw of 
work to be done, the- qualifications required and the locality, 

(n) The pay is taken as the main source of income 

(m) Government have no information. 

P referred to Appendices I and II to the Salaries 

found****** Report, 'Volume I, where some material for estimates will be 


Muhammadan Ofiiears for Jails. 

in Will the Hon’ble the Member 

in charge of the Department of Revenue (jails) be pleased to state 

(tt) of Muhammadan prisoners form the majority 

In ^ Government considering the desirability of issuing orders 

whir^n** r® officer ( warder or jailor) in each jail 

where 30 per cent, or more of the convicts are Muhammadans ? ^ 

MEMBER in ehargo of DEPARTMENT of REVEmiii: ri-si.i 

All jails have got MihLmadan 

officers, head warders and warders being included, 
mos/of th^jaar^*" priaoners form the majority in 

(b) The question does not arise. 


Pffir of ministerial oflleers. 

dJ!?’*, SI'S.'' ™ »■>"’«« tk. M.mW m 

»rge of the Department of Finance be pleased to state— 

" (4 wj^ the sch^e for improving the pey bf ministerial officers in 
fiengal is hkely to be pubKshed; and • ^ 

, « ,g^ .rill b.- p,.. to it „d, i, ^ 
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**/!a'**** f*v *^****V Salaries Conimittee report, with 

the note of dissent, has already been laid on the taUe during the present 

C'OSSlOll • 

(n) The report is under consideration of Government, and no decis- 
glven Sffect^“ ^ ^ **"* proposals wiU he 


Expense on Covernment launches or motor boats and their use 

and loan. 

hletS\rI'*ir'*^i,'^' “• llahadurs(a) Will the Hon’- 

ble the Member in charge of the Marine Department be pleased to lay a 

statement on toe table showing the number of Government launches or 
motor boats maintained for use of Government officers in Bengal, giving 

^‘**1 **^6 annual charges for maintaining 
each of them (launch by launch) together with a cost of repair? 

Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state for how manj^ 
days each of these officers use each of these launches for their official 
duties, and how many miles each of them travel during the last 12 
months, and what was the cost of coaling for each P 

alloJ«i f ” the Government officiaU to whom launches are given for use 
aUowed to ^ve toe loan of these launches to private gentlemen or 
officers of other departments ? 

(d) If so, with whose permission ? 

(e) If a launch belonging to an officer of the transferred department 

!! to« *Ti“; it has coal in it, to whom 

IS the cost debitedi the fonuer or the latter, and how is it adjusted? 

Tho MoA’Mo Mr. KERR: (a) and (6) Government are not in posses- 
sion of all the detaUs necessary to reply to these questions. A wpy td 
the mc^ recent list of steamers, steam launches, etc., under the control 
of the Government of Bengal, which contains much of the information 

desired by toe Member, has been placed in toe library. ’ ^ 

(c) and (d) Government launches may not be lent to nrivate <rAT.tI« 
men, but toe ^cials to whom they are allotted may lend them at their 
discreUoDi to officers of other departments. 

(e> A copy of Ebance Department letter No. 6678 P. • dated to. SirA 


*Mbt printod-Ja these Proceediiigs. 
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ftitinv4iiPUM^ • liMriing.jiiidtr. « OMto » in 

^ dfpMltfeii «f witiMsiM in civil courts. 

■ IM. Bcbu BHISHMADEV DAS* (o) Is the Hon’ble the Member in 
charge of the Judicial DepartCient aware that in the new form of record- 
ing the depositions of witnesses in oiTil courts a heading under “ Caste ** 
' has been introduced ? 

{b) WUl -the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state the reasons lor 
this departure P 

(c) Is the Hon’ble the Member aware of a feeling that exists that wit- 
nesses* of the depressed classes may feel delicacy in stating their caste in 
open court, and that the practice tends to accentuate caste distinction? 

(d) Are the Oovemment considering the desirability of discontinuing 
the practice? 

MEMBER in charge of JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon*bic 
Sir Abd-ur Rahim): (a) Yes. 

(b) The High Court considered that references to the caste of parties 
or of witnesses were unavoidable. 

(c) No. 

(d) No. 

Conduct of nurses in female urards of the Calcutta Medical Ccllcgt 

Hospital. 

1S7. Babu BROJENDRA KI8HOR RAY CHAUDHURI: (a) With 
reference to the answer given to my unstarred question No. 132 of 
the 1st April, 1921, will the Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Depart- 
ment of liocal Self-Oovernment be pleased to state what inquiry was 
made regarding the truth or otherwise of the statement made in clauses 

(e) and (d). of the abovementioned question justifying the character- 
isation of it as an “insinuation conveyed under the cover of this ques- 
tion?” 

. . (6) When, and by whom, was the inquiry made ? 

(c) Were the patients qgked about these allegations? 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of LOCAL SELF- 
OOVERNMENT (the Men'bfc Sir Surendra Nath Banerloa): 

md (b) A reference was made to the Principal of the Medical College 
and the Professor of Midwifery at the Medical .College and Obstetric 
PhifsiqjaA and Surgeon at the Eden Hospital, whose reports were received 
in l&e latter half of March. 

(e) It does not appear from the reports that the patients then in the 

trere asked about these , allegations. In this -connection the 
attention of the Member is invited to clause (d) of the r^ly given to 

S*w*j*®^ koferted to, in which it 'was stated' that no complaints had 
; received of smy insults to or ill-treatment of ifStients: 
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Employmeiif of undof^riil priiMift In «io KOAilf ftUHTair. ' 

148* Maulvi EKRAMUL HUQs (a) Will tlie Hon’ble the Member 
in charge of the Department of Bevenue (Jails) be pleased to say whether 
it is a fact that the Subc^isional Officer, Eandi (in Murshidabad), used 
to employ under-trial prisoners at the Eandi Sub-Jail for grinding his 
flour and rearing his vegetables? 

(b) Has the action of the Subdivisional Officer the approval of Oovern- 
ment? 

(c) If not, what steps have the Qovernment taken to put a stop to tiie 
practice P 

ThO Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIMs (a) No; the Subdivisional Olhcer 
reports that it is not a fact. 

( i) and (c) These questions do not arise. 

Maulvi EKRAMUL HUQ: Are the Government aware that two non- 
official visitors of the Jail complained about the matter contained in the 
question to the Commissioner of the Presidency Division ? 

The Hon’ble Sir ABD«UR«RAHIMs I must have notice of the 
question. 

Maulvi EKRAMUL HUQs Will the Government be pleased to 
collect 

The PRESIDENT (the Hon’ble Nawab Sir Syed Shams-ul- 
Huda): I cannot allow that. It is a request for action. 


Salary Commlttaa*s mpoit. 

18S> Mr* Ki Ga M, FAROQUis (o) Will the Hon’ble the Member 
in cbar^re of the Department of Finance be pleased to state whether the 
Ministerial OflScers' Salary Committee have since submitted their report 
which was due by the 31st March, 1921 P 
(b) If not, why not? * 

‘ (ey Of the Rs.' 45; lakhs provided in the Budget for the jpnrj^e 
iitt|>rDviug the pay of the ministerial and' menial establishments during^ 
thc^faf, how m'hcih is proposed to be expended on account of each of the^e 
et^blishmdntBp ' 

(d) What is the strength of the ministerial and menial e^blish' 
mehts separateiyP 

‘ (s) IjB it in the rontemplation of Ooyemmenl to ^y the.&lary Gqm» 
mi^’s report before the Council for consideration and also to fiu^tshjo 
to the l*resident of the Ministerial Officer^’ Conference hoftwy 
W passed b]^ Oo^ernmentP ■ , . 
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Th*. Hwi’llto Hr. KlRRt (d) and (6) Slie OommitteA ka^a aitlanit- 
ted their report* 

(o), (d) and (e) The member is referred to the report, a copy of 
which, with the note of dissent, has already been laid on the table during 
the present session. A copy has already been supplied to the President 
of the Ministerial Officers’ Conference. 

QurtiflMtion of oertain professors in the Calcutta University. 

160a Babu HEM CHAHDRA NA8KEII: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Education be pleased to state — 
(t) the yeuv in which the gentlemen named below completed their 
career as students; 

(it) the date on which they were appointed as professors, or to other 
officers of the University; 

(iii) the total amount of remuneration they draw each year for all 
kinds of services done to the University ; 

(Iv) the various kinds of offices they hold, and 
(v) the vaiions subjects in which they are appointed examiners or 
paper-setters or both : — 

(1) Babu Promotha Nath Banerjee; 

(2) Babu llama Prasad Mukherjee; 

(3) Dr. Anath Nath Chatterjee; 

(4) Babu Satish Chandra RoyP 

(b) Is it a fact that Dr. A. N. Chatterjee has been provided with a 
motor-car, which is maintained by the Calcutta University? 

. (e) Is the Inspector of GoUeges provided with a motor-car? If not, 
what is the reason for this differential treatment P 

The Hoii’bic Mr. P. C. MITTER: A statement which has been receiv. 
e4 irom the Begistrar, Calcutta UniTersity, is laid on the library table. 

Running of municipal (seavenging) railway in Galoutta. 

161. Dr. JATINDRA NATH MOITRA: (a) Is the Hon’ble the 
Hinuter in charge of the H^partment of Local Self-Qoyernment aware 
that the municipal railway which runs through the heart of Calcutta*!* 
a nuisance to the public, and is detrimental to the health of a large 
number s>f the Calcutta population ? 

(fi) Is it a fact that the attention of the Government has' been 
repeatedly drawn to this matter by different Inspectors-General of Civil 
Hoqdtala and Superintendenta of the Cwpbell Medical Schools, and 
otlMs? “ ... 

- ifi) thh Hoh’ble I^Allinie^r be pleased to state whet steps have 
been tel((4 Government ib rem^r ibis state of tilings? 
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The Hoii*lbl*8lr SURENDRA NATH RANf R8Mt (a) GoTenufteat 
are aware of tbe nuisance caused by the municipal railway. 

(6) Yes. 

(c) The Member is referred to the ansi^er given to clause (6) of un- 
starred question No. 29 asked by Mr. Tarit Bhusan Boy at the meeting 
of the Legislative Council held on 7th February, 1921. Subsequently^ 
the Corporation was addressed on the subject of the nuisance caused by 
the railway in the neighbourhood of the Campbell Hospital,, and a copy 
of the Chairman’s reply No. S 1172, dated the 9th June, 1921, mention- 
ing the steps taken by the Coiporation to mitigate the nuisance, is laid 
on the table. 

Copy of a letter referred to in the reply to unstarred question No. 161 (c). 

No. S 1172, dated Calcutta, the 9th June, 1921. 

*FaoH — C. F. Paynb, Esq., o.s.i., i.o.s.. Chairman of the Calcutta Corporation. 

To«-The Secretary to the Governmeni of Bengal, Local Self-Govornmeiit Depart- 
* ment, Medical Branch. 

With reference to your letter No. 1037 Medl., dated the 14th April, 1921, for- 
warding an extract from a letter from the Surgeon-General with the Government of 
Bengal on the subject of the nuisance caused by the municipal railway in the neigh- 
bourhood of the Campbell Hospital, 1 have the honour to state that at the request 
of the Campbell Hospital authorities a special telephone arrangement was installed 
about two years ago in order to prevent the detention of loaded refuse trains in the 
Entally railway yard. It is extremely rare that refuse trains are detained at this 
poiut, and on the few occasions upon which they are unavoidably detained, the 
duration is only for 5 to 10 minutes and in each case the train is backed as far away 
from the Campbell Hospital as possible. The empty wagons are generally taken 
direct to the platform, but one train of such wagons is kept in the yard at night 
for the next morning service. These wagons are Cleansed and disinfected during the 
hot weather months when epidemics are prevalent. The Health Officer recently 
inspected the railway yard and examined the wagon distribution register. He 
found no collection of flies at the time of his inspection and was satisfied with the 
arrangements for cleansing the empty wagons. He, however, suggested that the 
cleansing and disinfection of empty wagons should be continued throughout the 
year instead of being done during the hot weather months only. Tb give eff^ 
to this suggestion, the General Committee have at their meeting held on the 
2nd June, 1921, sanctioned an additional staff. It will thus be seen that the 
Corporation are doing everything possible to minimise the nuisanbe complained of. 

2. As regards the removal of the refuse platform to CS»ingH]iajtta,%the cO^ruc- 
tion of the new platform at Palmer^s Bridge will be commenced duripg the current 
year. The execution of the scheme for the removal of refuse by motor lorries will 
.reqiilra * great deal of^organisation, and it is not poesible to 'Shy at present when 
it will be completed. Fourteen motor lorries have already been purchased for the' 
motor conserraney service and two electric lorries are expected shortly. An officer 
has been placed on special duty to organise the details of the service, and the matter 
y b^ihg pushed on as rapidly as possible. 

Trains frwn CtloMta a -v - 

Dft JATiMORA NATH MOlTRAl: Hcm'wi *l4 

WiUir in duirge of A® l^paiiment of ' 
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Vh) la the Hon'ble the Minister aware of the hardship caused to 
passengers thereby, especially in the cold weather,’ when railway 
coqUes not usually available P- . ' 

Are the Government consWering the desirability of moving the 
Bailway authorities to provide one or two carriages in the night 
trains for through passengers travelling from Calcutta to Faridpur P 

(d) Is the Hon’ble the Minister aware that the lighting arrangement 
in trains of the Faridpur branch line is unsatisfactory, and that the 
passengers have often to use candles at their own cost? 

(e) Are the Government considering the desirability of drawing the 
attention of the Railway authorities to this grievance with a view to its 
removal? 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of PUBLIC WORKS (the 
Hofi’Me the Nawab Saiyid Nawab Ali Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur): (a) 

It is within the cognizance of Government that passengers travel- 
ling to Faridpur by the Dacca Mail train change at Rajbari between the 
hours of 4-15 and 4-38 (standard time) in the early morning. 

(b) Licensed coolies are available at Rajbari for handling passen- 
gers’ luggage at train times. 

(c) Railway statistics show that the average daily number of imssen-, 
gers travelling to Faridpur and all stations on the Faridpur Branch Rail- 
way by all trains is 28, which hardly justifies the running of through ser- 
vice carriages between Calcutta and Faridpur. 

(d) and (e) These matters are under consideration by the Eastern 
Bengal Railway authorities with a view to improvement. 

Borrowing from co-operative societies. 

m RM JOGErtDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur: (a) WiU the 

Hoa’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture and 
Industries be pleased to state — 

(i) the number of real cultivating tenants who have become mem- 

. V bers of co-operative societies and the amoi^nt of money, they 
have subscribed ; 

(u) the niimberof members who are now nod-cultivators and the 
^ ■ r amount of money they have subscribed P 

(h) Is it a fact that only cultivators who borrow money from the 
eoeietieii subscribe or have to subscribe a portion of the money borrowed 
tdtiie fund/ and become members? 

' (s) How many cultivators have become members without borrowing 
ipoMy in^ . . 
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(d) Is there any truth in the rtunotur that the co>operative socsietiM 
are made instruments by ndoney-lenders for lending their moneys at near* 
ly 18 per cent, interest and for easy realisation of their debts to the detri* 
ment of raiyatsf 

MIMI8TER in oharge of DEPARTMENT of AGRICULTURE and 
INDU8TRIE8 (the Hon'ble the Nawab 8aiyid Nawab All Chaudhuri, 
Khan Bahadur): (a), (t) and (u) crp*to>date figures are not available 
as statistics are collected for^e co-operative year, i.e. from July to June. 
The figures up to 30th June, 1920, are shown below : — 


Cla88 of socictieff. 

1 

Total 1 
number of 
8ocietie8. 

•Total 
number of 
members. 

Total 

working 

oapilal. 

Capital 
subscribed 
by members. 

Remarks. 




R8. 

Rs. 


Agriottltiiral 

4,977 

167,159 

1,11,00,000 

8,60,000 

Practically all 
members are 
real cultira- 
tors. 

Nott-agricultoral •.« 

960 

60,676 

46,00,000 

30,00,000 

Most of the 
.memheis are 
noD-onUiva- 
tors. 


(6) The answer is in the negative. 

(e) The information asked for is not available and the labour that 
would be involved in collecting it would be out of all proportion to its 
value. ' 

(d) There is no truth in the rumour. The attention of the Member is 
invited to the entries in column 29, Statement A of the Beport of the Co- 
operative Department, 1919-20, where are shown the rates at which 
the greater part of the capital of agricultural co-operative societies is 
raised, and column 27, Statement C, in which the rates at which non- 
agrioultural co-operative societies raise their capital are shown. A copy 
of the report* is laid on the library table. 

Distress in 8«tlihini subdivision. 

164. Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: <a) Will the 
Hon’ble the Member in charge of the Department of Revenue (Land 
Revenue) be pleased to state whether he is aware of the distress prevail- 
ing in the Satkhira subdivision and neighbourhood by which 200,000 
pe^le are reported to have been affected P 

(b) Has the attention of the Hon’ble the Member been drawn to 
reports by Sir P. C. Roy on the situation and' also to the latter’s rqwated 
appeals in the press for public help? 

*Not printed in thsM Praceedi^sgs. ... ' 
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i . Eon’ble tlie Member be pleased to say wbAtber the 

^Ternment are oonsidermg the desirability of taking inimediate stfi]^a 
to relieve the sufferings of the people? 

The Handle the MAHARAdADHIRAJA BAHADUR of BURO- 
WANs (a), (6) and (c) The member is referred to the communiquS 
receutiy published, which gives the answers to his questions. 

Soaroity in Khulna distriot and the mdasures for relief. 

165. Babu 8AILAJA NATH ROY CHAUDHURI: (a) Is the 

Hon’ble the Member in charge of the Department of Revenue (Jjand 
Revenue) aware that acute scarcity prevails in some parts of the 
Khulna district, and will he be pleased to lay on the table the reports on 
the subject, if any, submitted by the circle officers, the Subdivisional 
Officers and the District Magistrate ? 

(h) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state in which part 
of the district scarcity prevails and the area and population affected? 

(c) What steps have the Government taken or are taking to relieve 

the suffering from scarcity, as also for the preservation of cattle in the 
affected areas ? ' 

(d) Has any case of death through starvation been reported to the 
Government from Khulna ? 

The Hon’bie the MAHARAdADHIRAJA BAHADUR of BURD- 
WAN: (a) The member is referred to the recently published commu^ 
niquS, • ^ 

(b) An area of about 59 square miles in the Sadar and Satkhira sub- 
divisions is affected. The number of people reduced to extreme poverty 
is estimated at about 2,500, 

(c) The action taken is stated in the communique. The cattle are 
reported to be in good condition. 

(<f) Ko; Some allegations of deaths by starration have been made, 
but inquiry has shown that the allegations were not correct. 

^reity of ooal. 

166. Mauivi YAKUINUDDIN AHMED: {a) Is the Hon’bie the 
Member in charge of the Department of Commerce aware that the people 
in the mufassul are suffering great hardship owing to the scarcity of 
coal? , 

(&) Is the Hon’bie the Member aware that this is due to the shortage 
of wagons? 

:(c) Is the Hon’Ue the Mwber also aware that the xu'ice of building 
material has risen labnonnally high owing to this* scareity. 

{d) What action, if ^y, are Government taking in the matter? 
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MEMBER in oharfe of DEPARTMENT of OOMMERCE (tbo 
Hon*ble Mr. Kerr): (a), (b) and (c) Tes. " . 

(d) The member is referred to the reply giyen to nnetarred question , 
No: 3 at the meeting of this Council^ on the Tith, February last. Since 
then the Oovernment of India have appointed a committee haying i|or: its 
object the distribution of wagons in the coal-fields with special i‘e{erence 
to endeavouring, if possible, to distribute the wagons available daily 
between all collieries in a fair proportion and also to^, help in cases of 
urgent necessity any industry which may through the want of coal be 
on the verge of closing down. 

Training Bengalis into mercantile marine. 

167. Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Marine Department be pleased to state whether 
the Government propose to make provision for keeping training vessels 
in the ports of Calcutta and Chittagong, for training Bengali seamen and 
officers? 

(h) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state whether the 
Oovernment propose to establish schools for teaching ship-building and 
navigation? 

The Hon’ble Mr. KERR: (<:) and (b) As regards nautical training, 
the member is referred to the answer given to unstarred question No. 26 
at the meeting of Council held on the 1st April. No proposal to establish 
training vessels is under the consideration of Oovernment. As regards 
ship-building, the member is referred to the answer to unstarred question 
No. 119 at this meeting. 

Bhowal Kumar and alleged high-handedness of the olllcers of 
Court of Wards. 

168. Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Department of Revenue (Land Revenue) be 
pleased to lay on the table a copy of the evidence which led the Board of 
Revenue to come to the conclusion that the second Eumar of Bhowal was 
actually cremated at Darjeeling nearly 12 years ago? 

(b) Is it a fact that many of the tenants of the Bhowal Court of Wards 
submitted petitions to Mr. ’ J. W. Needham, the Manager, at villages 
Sripur and Mowna on the iSth and 16th March, 1921, mentioning instan- 
ces of oppression and illegal realisation by some Court of Wards officers 
under him, and that similar petitions were also submitted to the Collector 
of Dacca and to the Board of Revenue P ‘ 

(c) If the answer to clause*(6) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’bla 

the Member be pleased to state what action, if any, has been taken or If 
proposed to be taken in tite matter? . ^ 
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The Hen'ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: (ffl) The (ioveniment are not prepared to lay any such 
papers O'H the table as the matter must rest with the Court of Wards, who 
must be guided by the actions that may be taken by the claimant. 

(6) Yes. 

(c) The Naib of Sripur has been removed from there and orders have 
been passed to transfer the Circle Officer, elsewhere. Further inquiries 
have also been instituted. 

Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: Will the Government be pleased 
to say whether the claimant has taken any action? 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: It is ii nmtter for tlie Board of Roveniie. Government 
have no information. 

Babu INDU BHUSHAN DUTTA: It has been stated that ihe Naib 
of Sripur has been removed from there. Will the Ilon^ble Member be 
pleased to state whether the Naib has been discharged or dismissed ? 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 

BURDWAN: There is no information so far. 


Strikes in Eastern Bengal. 

169. Babu INDU BHUSHAN DUTTA: (a) Is the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Department of Commerce aware that the recent 
strikes among the employees of the Assam-Bengal Railway and of t])e 
India General and Rivers Steam Navigation Companies have been caus- 
ing a great deal of inconvenienee to the public ? 

{h) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state what action, if 
any, have the Government taken to bring about a eoniproinise belwecMi 
the parties concerned with a view to bring the strike to an (md ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Kerr: (a) Yes. 

(h) The strikes are not due to any ordinary economic dispute between 
capital and labour, but have been deliberately brought about by certain 
persons for their own purposes, and the r(\sponsibility for the public 
inconvenience caused by the strikes must rest on .them. Jn the cire-uin- 
stances, Government do not feel that they can usefully intervene at the 
present stage, but they are watching the situation. 

Babu INDU BHUSHAN DUTTA: Will the Hoii’ble Member bo 
pleased to state whether they have held any inquiry to find out Ihe 
causes of the strike? 

The Hon’ble Mr. KERR: No particular inquiry was held, but Govern- 
ment had information on ihe point. 


Q 
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Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: Have the strikers or their ssso* 
ciatious declared that their strike is not due to any economic causes? 

The Hon’ble Mr. KERR: Government are not aware that the strikers 
have made any such declaration. 

Resolutions 

(under the rules for the disoussion of matters of general public interest). 
Allotments to District Boards. 

Rai JOGENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur: Sir, the motion 
before us deals with the primary needs of the people. We saved about 
Ks. 20 lakhs by curtailment of expenditure in the last Budget. 

Kumar SHIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY. The hon’ble member has 
not moved his resolution. 

The PRESIDENT: He is moving his resolution. (To the mover) You 
might formally say “I move tin* resolution.’" 

Rai JOGENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur: In order to satisfy 
my young friend, I formally move the resolution that stands in my name, 
that — ‘‘ This Council recommends to the Government that out of the 
sums saved by retrenchment by the Council in the present Budget, a sum 
of Bs. 1,00,000 be allotted to the district boards for tanks and wells this 
year, and a further sum of Rs. 1,00,000 be allotted to the said boards for 
medical relief to the people in accordance with the resolutions passed by 
this Council.” 

The resolution deals with the primary needs of the people. We saved 
about Rs. 20 lakhs in the last Budget by curtailment of expenditure. 
That amount should be spent, I submit, on our primary needs. The day 
before yesterday we got the supplementary Budget. Government may 
spend as much money as they like, but our primary needs must be met. 
You are all aware that this year there has been a very great drought 
throughout the province. Tanks and wells have dried up and the suffer- 
ings of the people are very great. Women, I know, in many places, have 
to travel six to eight miles every day for bringing water — brackish 
water — from distant tanks. People cannot get sweet water as most of 
the rivers in Bengal have dried up. In the Sunderbans which is inter- 
sected by salt water, river and creeks, people want, like old mariners, 
sweet water — Water, water, everywhere but not a drop to drink. 
Sir, this year the crops have partially failed throughout the province 
and the distress is great. The people have been hard hit and they 
are unable to help themselves. The district boards have got no money 
to help the people. Therefore, I propose that the district boards 
should be helped. This matter cannot be delayed because the distress 
will continue from year to year. All that I have at, present proposed 
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is that the existing tanks should be deepened next cold weather. There 
is no time to lose. The sum is a very insignificant one. But what 
can we do? Let us have something and that before the next cold 
weather. 

As regards medical relief you are all aware that Bengal has passed 
through an epidemic of cholera this year which has not quite disappeared 
yet you will find that the death-rate fr6m cholera is still high, not only 
in the" interior of the districts but in Calcutta also. So far as the districts 
are concerned there is no water to drink but muddy and brackish water. 
Our Minister in charge of Sanitation, who did not at first look with favour 
on the resolution passed by us about medical relief, has since been con- 
vinced of the great necessity. He has allotted Rs. 15,000 for it and, in 
the supplementary Budget, I find he has allotted another Rs. 15,000 and 
he has been pleased to tell me that he may be able to find another 
Rs. 20,000 for the purpose. He has also been pleased to ask me to move 
that one lakh of rupees be allotted for the purpose in the next Budget. 
It is good of him to say so but we cannot wait. The money belongs to 
the people. They pay the taxes and their urgent necessities must be 
met. Then, and then only, will they pay the taxes and enjoy, with 
advantage, the benefits of a civilised Government. I therefore move, 
Sir, that this resolution be passed. 


Ral MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahaiiur: It is highly desir- 
able in the interest of the mxifassal people that this proposal should meet 
with the acceptance of the Council. The district boards have to labour 
under considerable difiiculties at present. Tinder the provisions of sec- 
tion 90 of the Local Self-Government Act, it is very difficult for the chair- 
man of the district board to provide good drinking water for the people. 
There is a corresponding section in the Village Self-Government Act and 
the same difficulty has been felt here. Many of the tanks belong to co- 
owners. It is very difficult to get the consent of these co-owners 
and nothing has been done. The question, therefore, will assume a grave 
aspect if Government do not come forward to help the villagers. If the 
matter is left entirely to the district boards or to the village committees, 
there is little chance of good drinking water being supplied in the villages. 
Consequently, it is necessary to consider that if there be any money avail- 
able, after retrenchment, the same may be utilised for this laudable pur- 
pose. If Government think that the district board will be in a position 
to meet the difficulties of the villages, there is no help for it. I avail 
myself of^this opportunity to emphasise the importance of the resolution 
for the consideration of the members of the Council that such money as 
may be available should be utilised. There is another portion of the 
resolution dealing with medical relief. The members of the Council 
are aware of the fact that there are few dispensaries within the jurisdic- 
tion of the district boards and the people are badly in want of mon? 
If statistics be taken, then it will be found to what extent medical 

Ql 
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relief ia giveu to the people who are suffering from epidemics. Conse- 
quently, if a good deal of money is utilised for this purpose it will be 
a great relief to the villagers. 

With these few words, Sir, I beg to support the resolution whole- 
heartedly. 

Raja MANILOLL SINGH RQY: As I am intimately connected with 
the district board of Burdwaii, I know the sufferings of the people of my 
district for want of drinking water. The sufferings for want of 
medical relief arc far greater and we are very thankful to Rai Jogeiidra 
Chunder Ghose Bahadur for this resohition of his. The fund at the dis- 
posal of the district board is not adequate enough for the purpose. 
vSoine time ago, a resolution was passed by my district board to carry out 
the provisions of this resolution, provided the Government comes for- 
ward with a helping hand, I therefore, very strongly support this reso- 
lution. Sir, the need and the expenditure of the district board may 
he taken into account when the Government will he pleased to grant the 
money. 

Babu TANKANATH CHAUDHURI: I heartily support tliis* resolu- 
tion. The mover asked for only cine lakh of rupees. The needs of the 
province are so very great thJait a lakh of rupees cannot possibly meet all 
the demands of the districts, but any amount would be welcome. I 
would request the members to give this resolution their w^hole-hearted 
support. 

With these words, I beg to support this resolution. 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH MULLICK: I have great pleasure in 
supi>orting this resolution. Three of our hcm’ble friends here — one my 
friend behind — Raja Maniloll Singh Roy, the Charimiin of the District 
Board of Burdwan, Babu Tankanath Chaudhuri, the Chairman of the 
District Board of his own district, and Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra 
Biihadiir who is an authority in district board matters have all supported 
it. There is a consensus of opinion about this matter. All those gentle- 
men have devoted practically the whole of their lives in district board 
work and they say that the districts do recpiire assistance in this work. 
No work can be of greater importance than the work of water-supply 
which helps to save our lives and which necessarily means life itself. 
Life first and then everything else, and it is our bounden duty to support 
this resolution and to say that this money should he allotted for this noblo 
purpose. We all know how our district boards are scantily supplied 
with money and we all expect that something will be done by the district 
boards, hut unfortunately very little can be done by them. I may also 
say that it is expected of the Hon’ble Minister in charge himself to 
move in this HiStter. Of course, I have every reason to believe that he 
will be the first to accept the Resolution and to give effect to it. He is 
one of those persons who have devoted their lives in administering muni- 
cipal affairs in the mutassal, and he is perfectly aware of the difficulties of 



1921 .] 


At;lo™EN 1\S to OTSTltlCT BOARDS. 


240 


medical Treatment and water-supply in such areas. I, therefore, without 
taking up any further time of the Council, support this resolution and 
I earnestly hope that Govern inent will accept it and give effect to it at 
nn early date. We cannot afford to waste time over a matter of such 
importance as this. 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH RAY: It must be admitted by everybody 
present here that it is with very great difficulty that the district boardvS 
can make both ends meet . Therefore any grant from Government to the 
district boards - will come as a great relief to them and they will feel 
grateful to Government if this sum of two laklns of rupees — I would say 
more money — be paid to them for medical relief and for tlie ])urpose 
of excavating tanks and wells. The resolution of my friend is a very 
modest one. I wish he had asked for more money because we know that 
there are 29 districts and 29 districts boards in the province. Govern- 
ment have been pleased to hand over all the money which they used to get 
us Public Works Cess to the district boards since the year 1913. So that 
on an averange the district boards are getting a lakh of rupees and the 
instructions of Government are that this money which they used to get 
as Public Works Cess should be defrayed or rather should be spent for 
the purpose of medical relief, for carrying^ out sanitary measures and for 
the excavation of tanks. I think the district boards have been loyal in 
carrying out the instructions of Government, but still they find that they 
are not in a position to meet the demands of all the subdivisions in their 
districts. It is for these reasons that I support my hon'blo friend as I 
have said he should have asked for a larger amount. 

Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: I do not think that any speech is 
necessary to support this motion. I rise to speak simply because I want 
to give emphasis to the fact that this sort of resolution deserves tlie fullest 
support of the people coming from all parts of the jirovince. I know', Sir, 
from personal experience of my own district of Tippera that during the 
last six months, in some of the villages on the west border, people have 
died like flies for want of proper medical treatment. I think that there 
were altogether six or seven doctors sent by the district board, but, 1 
believe had not money enough to send more and many people had to go 
without any medical treatment whatsoever. 

As regards tanks for drinking water, the district boards, no doubt, do 
something to meet the demands of the people in this respect, but for want 
of sufficient funds they cannqt do more. So, I think, Rai Jogendra 
Chunder Ghose Bahadur would have done well if he had asked for more 
money. As he has not done it now, 1 hope he will do it afterwards. I 
have the greatest pleasure in supporting this resolution. 

Babu Ki8HORI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: 1 whole-heartedly support 
the motion. It is a very modest demand for 27 districts in the province. 
It would be less than Rs. 4,000 for each of these districts for water-supply 
and medical aid ; still it would go a great way in relieving the temporary 
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distress of the people. I know that in my district there is a great scarcity 
of drinking water and medical aid is also very inadequate. We have 
been able to save some money this year, and if Rs. 2 lakhs can be devoted 
to the purposes specified in this resolution, it will be a great relief to the 
people. With these few words, I beg to support the resolution. 

Babu RI8HINDRA NATH 8ARKAR: The district of Bankura, 
particularly the sadar subdivision of the district, is in need of tanks and 
wells more than any other district of the province. Sir, it is a notorious 
fact that, in recent years, there have been several visitations of famine 
and that is only due to want of irrigation. It is no doubt that the dis- 
trict is crossed by several rivers, but the defect in the geographical con- 
dition of the district is such that in the summer season, when irrigation 
is necessary, the rivers dry up and so also the tanks. Most of the tanks 
are neglected for want of funds and divided ownership and cannot, there- 
fore, bo excavated, and for this reason the poor raiyats do not also get 
drinking water at the time of need. So the proposal made by the Rai 
Bahadur is no doubt very good, but the sum that is demanded is very 
insignificant in comparison with the requirements.- It is not even quite 
sufficient to meet the wants of one or two thanas of the sadar subdivision 
of the district of Bankura. I may mention here that, during a fire that 
took place in a village, all the water that could be had in the houses of 
the villagers and also in the tanks was exhausted, with the result that 
when the fire was extinguished, the villagers there naturally became 
thirsty, but they could not get water for drinking and had to go to a 
neighbouring village at a distance of three miles to quench their thirst. 
So, Sir, the want is very great. It is especially very great in the district 
of Bankura and so I hope that at the time of distribution of the money, a 
large portion, if not the whole, would be expended in that district. With 
these words I support the resolution. 

MaulviEKRAMUL>1UQ: Sir, I rise to support this resolution. The 
mover of the resolution has asked for a lakh of rupees only for the pur- 
pose of supplying pure drinking water, but when I look to the condition 
of my district I find that about 10 lakhs will be necessary if immediate 
relief is to be given to the people of that district alone. That district, 
which was once the capital of Bengal has, during the last 10 years, lost 
1,28,000 in population out of a total popuhition of about 13 lakhs or so, 
and that is due particularly to the want of pure drinking water and medical 
relief. The waterways are now silted up and tanks are full of jungles 
and, instead of supplying pure drinking water, they supply poison to the 
inhabitants of the place. In order to bring relief not only to that district 
but to other districts as well, it is necessary that efforts should be made to 
find more money to meet the demands and so enable the* people to live 
happily and well. I shall make a special appeal to the Minister on behalf 
of the district of Murshidabad and ask him to take into consideration the 
mortality in the district during the last 10 years when the question of 
distribution of the money comes up. 



1921.] AlXOl^ENfS I'D mSTRTCT BOARDS. 25l 

The Hen'bie Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: Sir. 1 rise to say 
on behalf of Government that we have the deepest sympathy with the aim 
and object of this resolution. No one could have listened to the speeches 
that have been delivered in this Chamber this afternoon — to the unani- 
mous consensus of opinion emanating from all the districts of Bengal in 
support of the contents of this resolution — ^without feeling the greatest 
sympathy, and as a Minister of Government, and also as a representative 
of the people, I feel that I should be false to myself if I did not re-echo 
the sentiments which have been so eloquently expressed. Sir, one of my 
friends — I think it was Mr. Surendra Nath Mullick — observed that he 
expected that the Minister would, in this matter, take action of his own 
accord. I may tell my friend that I have already done so. Those 
gentlemen who are members of district boards will probably remember 
that they have received a circular letter addressed by the department of 
Government over which I have the honour to preside, asking them tq 
hold conferences in each district of the leading men of the district with a 
view to formulate schemes of waier-supply for the district and to indi- 
cate the cost and the financial resources from which that cost is to be met, 
and, in order to convince them of the deep personal interest which I feel 
in this matter, I have promised to be present at these conferences., if 
invited. Therefore, Sir, the matter is engaging my attention, my most 
earnest and personal attention, and I feel that it is necessary that some- 
thing should be done. The whole country feels it — the want of ade(iuate 
and proper supply of water has been the cry of the country for the last 30 
years. The want of adequate medical relief has also been echoed and 
re-echoed in this Council Chamber, It has been said to-day that the dis- 
trict boards are unable to supply funds to cope with the difficulties of the 
situation. I quite admit that, but the remedy lies partly in the hands of 
the district boards themselves, 'raxation lies in their power. I myself 
would be no party to the imposition of fresh taxation on a people who 
are already heavily burdened. But, Sir, it does seem to me that there 
is a way out of the difficulty. Why should not the district boards embark 
upon an extensive system of loans ui>on the hypothecation of funds which 
they possess ? It seems to me that they can do so without any difficulty 
if the loans are spread over 30 or 40 years, and they can thus raise a 
capital fund which will enable^theni to meet their needs in respect of these 
matters. I may point out, for the information of the members of this 
Council, that I was present as a member of the Imperial Legislative 
Council when the question of the grant of the Public Works Cess was 
discussed, and, if I remember aright, that grant was made on the condi- 
tion^that the proceeds should be devoted to the supply of water in the 
rural areas. I am trying to inquire from my office as to w;hether when 
the grant was made over to district boards it was not earmarked for 
this particular object; and though it might not have been at that time, 
it will be my endeavour, as responsible Minister, to earmark it for 
sanitary and water-supply purposes. At any rate, the matter is one 
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which the district boards should consider. Reference has been made 
to Government help. But the fuudH of the Government are not in a 
very flourishing condition. You will remember that we drew upon our 
reserve balance and that we are working at a deficit at the present, 
moment. We are waiting for an answer to the appeal which we have 
made to the Government of India for making over to us the export duty 
on jute. The matter is under the consideration of the Governmeui 
of India and, I trust, the result will be satisfactory. If that 
amount is made over to us, we shall be in a position to meet some 
part of the requirements in respect of the sanitation of this great 
province. The resolution as it goes is all very good, but it seems to me 
that the financial situation at the present moment is not such as will en- 
able us to give practical effect to it. Suppose you i>as8 the resolution, how 
will you carry it out? My friend says: — ‘^This Council recommends to 
the Government that out of the sums saved by retrenchment by the Coun- 
cil in the present Budget . . . ’’ Therefore, we are to spend the 
money required out of the sum which we have saved. What is the 
measure and extent of that saving? Hupees 13 lakhs. But there* 
is a deficit against it; we are Rs. 15 lakhs to the bad. On the receipt 
side we have not been able to obtain Rs. 13 lakhs which we anticipated in 
respect of Stamps. From Excise we have not been able to obtain Rs. 2 
lakhs out of the sum budgeted, for. The result is that on the expenditure 
side we have Rs. 15 lakhs against a saving of Rs. 13 lakhs. So there has 
been no saving at all. Where then are we to get the money from ? How 
is the expenditure to be met. It is all very well to pass resolutions but you 
are the supreme authority in respect of finance. Give me the money and 
I will carry out your resolution with alacrity and enthusiasm. My advice 
to the Council, Sir, — bear in mind I am in entire sympathy with this 
motion and I am quite ready to help — ^my advice to you is for the present 
to withdraw this resolution. I propose to make a statement in September 
in connection with this matter when we vshall know more about our funds 
— when we shall have probably heard fnnn the Government of India about 
the R.S. crores from jute — and then we shall be in a better position to 
judge of our financial position and our capacity to meet our sanitary 
requirements. Having regard to all these circumstances, my earnest 
appeal — I do not oppose the resolution ‘mind you — to the House is to 
drop this matter for the present. I will make a statement in connec- 
tion with this resolution in September next. I hope my friend and the 
House will accept the suggestion in the spirit in which it is offered. 

Rai JOCENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur: An overflow of sym- 
pathy is always suspicious. District boards have been told to borrow 
money on loans mortgaging their resources. It is not so easy to induce 
the district boards to raise loans. Sir, as I have said before, our prim- 
ary needs must be met, we take no refusal, we shall be justified in with- 
holding the payment of our taxes if you do not allow us to live. Sir, 
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we have been told that there is no money and that we only saved 13 lakhs. 
Now, Sir, we are not fhildreii. We shall lake lio refusal in this matter. 
This will be the first charge upon the revenues of the State. Here is 
another supplementary budget coming in. I^et this be passed first and 
then we will see about the supplementary budget. You never thought 
that you had no money when you sent in the supxdenientary budget. 
We shall first pass this and see what the Government do. 

The motion was then put and carried. 

Burial of Muhammadan convicts. 

Shah 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: ^'This Council recommends to the 
Government that the Muhammadan prisoners dying in jails slnmld, in 
places where there is no Muhammadan Burial Association lo take over 
the dead bodies for disposal, be made over to the Muhammadan heads of 
the local Muhammadan mosque, and that the oxiKMises incurred in bury- 
ing the dead in accordance with Muhammadan religious custom be 
incurred by Government.” 

The member si)oke in Bengali in support of his resolution. 

Mauivi EKRAMUL HUQ: I support this resolution. After what 
has been said by the learned mover, I do not think it will b(^ necessary for 
me to go over the same jioints again. I think Christian convicts dying 
in jails are given a decent burial. I think Hindus dying in jails arc cre- 
mated. If they are not, they should be. The Muhammadan religion 
requires its dead to be buried with certain rites. Sir, it is a very small 
request made to the Government and I hope it will be listened to. From 
the information which I have received, I think the Governm( 3 nt will have 
no hesitation in accejiting this resolution. The Civil Surgeon at Berhani- 
pur has made inquiries whether there would be persons available to take 
up the, burial of Muhammadans dying in jails. This shows that the 
Government realises the necessity of passing this rcsolutif)n. 

Mauivi HAMIDUDDIN KHANs I have much pleasure in supporting 
the resolution that has been just moved by my friend Shah Syed Kmdadul 
Haq. It is well known that it is the duty of every Moslem to see that the 
dead body of a Moslem should be buried with jmoper religious ceremony. 
The ceremony consists mainly of washing tlie dead body and i)utting on 
a new cloth and iierforming a special iirayer and then i)utting the dead 
body in the grave with certain rites. This is all the ceremony and so far 
as my knowledge goes it does not cost very much. It is quite possible 
^or the Jail authorities in every place to send information to the head of 
the mosque or to the Secretary of the local Anjuman, in case of inability 
of Government to dispose of the dead body, and I think that the Secretary 
of the Anjunian or the head of the mosque will be glad to receive the dead 
body and make arrangements for its burial. This is specially a question 
of religion, and I think that, as our benign Government is very tolerant 
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towards all religrions, there will be no objection whatsoever on the part 
of Government to accept this resolution. 

Maulvi SHAH ABDUL RAUF: It is a pity, indeed, if this resolution 
does not find its supporters. We all know that there are Muhammadan 
convicts in jails and that they also die in jails. It is in j;he fitness of 
things that proper rites should be observed in burying those poor creat- 
ures. It is a pity that up till now there is no arrangement in jails where- 
by Muhammadan convicts can be buried according to their religious 
rites — this has necessitated the introduction of this resolution. 

I beg to submit that, so far as the expenses are concerned, Govern- 
ment need not be anxious, because the cost of burying a Muhammadan 
is not so great as to be impossible for Government to bear it. There are 
local Anjumans almost everywhere and it would be better if the dead 
bodies are given to the Secretaries of Muhammadan Associations. Where 
there is no association, the heads of local mosques will be very glad, I am 
sure, to take charge of those dead bodies and bury them according to the 
Muhammadan rites. In case they want some money to meet the expenses 
which they will have to incur in connection with the burial, Government 
will be pleased to pay that. With these few words, I beg to support the 
resolution and I hope that my colleagues here will also support it. 

The Hon’ble Sir ABD«UR RAHIM: When Muhammadan prisoners 
die in jails, in places where there are burial associations, the dead bodies 
are made over to them for the purpose of burying. Where there are no 
such associations, the jail authorities make over the dead bodies to the 
municipalities who arrange for the burial the Jail authorities making 
small payments to the municipalities to meet the expenses. ‘ It may bo 
that in some cases the burial does not take place according to the Muham- 
madan rites and the Government are willing to incur whatever expenses 
may be necessary in order to see that the Muhammadan prisoners receive 
burial according to the requirements of the Muhammadan religion. The 
resolution asks that where there are no Muhammadan Burial Associa- 
tions, dead bodies may be made over to the heads of the local mosques. 
We are quite prepared to do that but, in any case, where the head of the 
mosque is not prepared to take charge of the dead bodies, it will be neces- 
sary for Government to make arrangements with any Muhammadan Asso- 
ciation that there may be or the local municipality to take charge of the 
dead bodies and give them a decent burial according to Muhammadan 
religion. I therefore accept this resolution the object of which the 
Government will try to carry out. 

Shah 8YED EMDADUL HAQ spoke in Bengali, in reply on the 
misapprehension that the Government member had op][k)sed his motion. 

The PRESIDENT: I am afraid that you have not followed what the 
Hon’ble Sir Abd-ur-Rahim said. He has accepted the resolution. 

The resolution was then put and agreed to. 
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Revenue Stamps for Bengal. 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH RAY. '' This Council recommends to the 
Govefument that the Government af India be moved for the issue of 
separate one-anna revenue stamps for Bengal with effect from the next 
official year so that, the revenue derived from this source may be pro- 
perly adjusted." 

It has been my good fortune, or shall I say misfortune, to knock at 
the door of the Government of India for the last three years since the Mes- 
ton Committee came to Calcutta for the settlement of the financial rela- 
tions between the Government of India and this Government. As a non- 
official witness on behalf of the Government of Bengal before the Meston 
Committee, I urged, along with my hon’ble friend, Mr. P. C. Mitter, the 
claims of Bengal to better treatment and to give us the revenue from jute 
and at least half the income-tax. But unfortunately the claims of Bengal 
were not properly ^considered either by the Meston Committee or by the 
Joint Committee of Parliament. The Joint Committee have given us 
very little. It may be after all a delusion — only one-fourth of the income- 
tax over and above the amount of income-tax derived in the year 1920-21. 

We do not know as yet what has been the fate of my resolution to give 
us the amount of the revenue derived from jute. I think that the hon’ble 
members of the House are probably aware that postage stamps are used 
as receipt stamps : that is to say, two half-anna postage stamps or one 
one-anna postage stamp might be used as receipt stamps, that is, these 
postage stamps are known as postage stamps and revenue stamps. They 
have been unified. Business men probably know that a few years ago 
we had one-anna receipt stamps quite separate from the postage stamps. 
The two have now been mixed up and we have now one sort of postage 
stamps. We get a lump sum of about Rs. 5 lakhs from the Govemment 
of India in the shape of contribution for the substitution of postage stamp 
for what was formerly known as one-anna receipt stamps. How this 
amount was arrived at, we do not know. I think that if a separate one- 
anna revenue stamp were issued, Bengal would be benefited financially. 
In any case, it is but meet and proper that the Bengal Government should 
get exactly the amount which is due to it under this head and there should 
not be any cause for grumbling. There might be some objection that a 
separate one-anna receipt stamp may not be as easily available to the pub- 
lic as ordinary postage stamps, but, I think, there need be no apprehen- 
sion in the mind of the public on this account, as receipt stamps may be 
sold either at the post office like ordinary stamps or like other stamps by 
stamp vendors as used to be done before. -It is to bring in a little more 
money to the Exchequer of Bengal that I move this resolution. I am 
quite certain that if my resolution be given effect to and revenue stamps 
be separately issued for Bengal, Bengal will not be, a loser. The experi- 
ment is at least worth trying. 
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Babu NIBARAN CHANDRA DAS GUPTA: 1 beg to support the 
resolution which has been moved by my friend, Babu Surendra Nath Hay. 
Evidently, we should have a separate revenue stamp for receipts and pos- 
tage stamps may be required to serve the same purpose on the ground 
that they are more easily available than revenue stamps in the mufassal. 
Under the existing law — I refer particularly to the latest Cjoverninent of 
India Act — ^posts and telegraphs are Imperial subjects, whereas, 
‘‘ Stamps,’' is a provincial subject. Postal revenue constitutes item 
No. 10 of Schedule I of the (jovernment of India Act, and Stamps item 
No. 20 of Schedule IT. The reasonableness of the resolution is apparent, 
because all the revenue, whatever may be the amount derived by the sale 
of the stamps, ought to come to the provincial Exchequer, and the contri- 
bution of B/S. 5 lakhs of revenue by the Government of India is based upon 
the principle of average. That was quite good enough. When one-anna 
separate revenue stamp was used, nobody complained of the difRculty of 
obtaining it and thoi e was not the slightest inconvenience. Of course, 
postage stamps are far more easily available, but I io not think that on 
that account alone this matter should not be given up. This is an item 
of revenue whicli is ours and it should not be considered as l>elonging to 
the Government of India. We get only lls. 5 lakhs as a sort of dole. We 
are not prepared to accept it. A f(‘W minutes before, I had a talk with 
the mover of the resolution and I pointed out that th(u*e may be a loss in 
revenue if bj" sale of one-anna stamps, wo get less than Rs. 5 lakhs. We 
lose a certain aimnint, but if human estimates are of any use, I can assure 
the Council that we are not going to lose as such receipt stamps are used 
mostly in hig towns. T tliink most of the revenue on this head is derived 
from the sale of such stamjys at Calcutta. Consequently, we are not 
likely to lose and a provincial subject ought to be kept entirely separate 
from the central suhjiu t. 1 think tliat we wdll all agree that this resolu- 
tion should he accepted and the old practice of issuing one-anna receipt 
stamps should he resorted to. 

The Hon’ble Mr. KERR: My friend, Babu Surendra Nath Ray, is al- 
ways giving na little tips for the purpose of improving the financial posi- 
tion. I am afraid that he feels that I do not always accept his sugges- 
tions with the eiitliiisiasm and gratitude which they deserve, but I can 
assure him that there is no ground for accusing us of any ungraciousness 
in this matter. We are very glad to receive suggestions and to consider 
them, even though w^c find in the end that w’^e cannot adopt them. In all 
those taxation proposals, it is a question of taking money out of the 
pockets of the public, and one of the chief considerations w"hich must be 
attended to is the question of the inconvenience which will be caused to 
the public as well as the actual pecuniary sacrifice they will be called upon 
to make. That I think is the mo.st important aspect of this case, but 
before I proceed to^ deal wdth it I should like to show to the Council 
exactly what the existing financial arrangements are. 
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Up to 1906 a special receipt stamp was required in this country. It 
was not legal to use ordinary postage stamps for receipts. In 1906 the 
Government of India decided to follow the practice in England, and to 
allow postage stamps to be used for the purposes of receipts. This was 
of course convenient to the public, but it caused a certain amount of 
complication in the accounts, because postage stamps being sold by the 
Postal Department, the receipts are necessarily credited to that Depart- 
ment in the first instance. Then there was a second complication arising 
out of the fact that in 1906 as at the ])resent day, the income from revenue 
stamps is a provincial asset, whereas the receipts from postage stamps are 
of course Imperial revenue. It was, therefore, necessary to transfer a 
sum from Imperial revenues to Provincial in order to compensate Provin- 
cial revenues for the loss of the revenue derived from the sale of receipt 
stamps. Now the system which the Government of India followed in fix- 
ing that compensation was this. They took the average sales of the spe- 
cial receipt stainps^for 20 years and they added to that a liberal addition 
to allow for future growth of revenue. The figures are rather compli- 
cated but I will explain them as briefly as T can. In the old proviiKM' of 
Bengal, including Assam, the receipts from the sale of tliese si)ecial reve- 
nue stamps in the year 1905-06 amounted to Rs. 4,01,000. The Govern- 
ment of India decided to give the combined province of Bengal and 
Assam a sum of Rs. 5,80,000, that is to say, Bs. 1,19,000 more tlian the 
receipts of the last year in w^hich the spe(*ial receipt stamx)s w’ere sold. 
That, I think the Council will agree, was a liberal allowance. Not only 
that, but they gave by far the larger ])art of the assignment to the province 
of Bengal. Bengal was given Rs. 4,70,000 of the total sum of 
Rs. 5,80,000 and the remaining Rs. 1,10,000 went to Eastern Bengal and 
Assam. In 1912, on the redistribution of the provinces, this assignment 
was further readjusted and again Bengal got the lion’s share. Bengal 
got Rs. 4,09,000, Bihar got Rs. 00,000 and Assam Rs. 21,000. So, I 
think on the face of it, the compensation was a fairly liberal assignment. 
•I would ask the Council to follow the Bengal figures from 1905-06. The 
actual receipts from special stamps in 1905 were Rs. 8,61,000; in 1906, 
we got Rs. 4,70,000; in 1912 Rv*? 4,99,000. Wlioii the Reforms came 
into force the matter was further considered in connection with the finan- 
cial arrangements, and the Government of India said that they were 
satistied that any change in the existing system of unified stamps would 
result in great inconvenience to the public and that the existing practice 
must, therefore, be retained. The existing credit of Rs. 4,99,000 on 
account of the loss of revenue due to the abolition of tb« 
revenue stamps was allowed for in tlio adjustment proposed by 
the Financial Relations Committee, being included in the calcula- 
tion regarding the percentage of growth of provincial revenues and 
of the increase in spending power under paragraphs 7 and 17 of their 
report. I need not tell Babu Surendra. Nath Rav that we do not accept 
the proposals of the Financial Relations Committee regarding general 
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provincial revenues as in any way meeting our needs. The Council know 
that we have protested to the Government of India and asked for a recoa- 
sideration of the matter and we hope that our protest will bear fruit in the 
near future. But we need not go into this general question now. What 
I do day as regards this question of stamps is that we have, as a matter of 
fact, received quite a liberal assignment from the Government of India. 
There is no reason to suppose that it is insuiBBLcient ; it is in fact larger 
than that given to any other province. Bengal gets Rs. 4,99,000, Madras 
Rs. 3,60,000 and Bombay Rs. 3,30,000. So much then for the existing 
financial arrangements. 1 say that on these figures we have not got 
much of a case for going up to the Government of India or anybody else 
and complaining that we have not been fairly treated. The main argu- 
ment against the proposal of the mover is however the public inconven- 
ience which a separate revenue stamp would cause. The mover apparently 
contemplates a special receipt stamp which could be used in Bengal alone. 
Now a stamp of that kind would be a nuisance to everybody and especially 
to the business community. I do not say it would be a very serious nuis- 
ance, but it would add to the minor worries of life, if we were to introduce 
special stamps which would be of no use outside the borders of Bengal. 
If we were going to make a decent profit out of it, it might be worth while 
asking the public to submit to this inconvenience, but we are by no means 
certain that we should make any money out of it at all. As I have shown 
we have got nearly Rs. 1,60,000 more than the value of the stamps ac.tu- 
ally sold fifteen years ago and I doubt very much whether in these 15 years 
the income from the receipt stamps has increased to this extent. Then 
again, it would cost us something to print a special Bengal stamp, where- 
as we do not pay anything for the printing of the postage stamps or for the 
services of the people who sell them in the post offices. 

I think, therefore, that very likely there would be a loss rather than 
gain if we adopted this proposal. At any rate any gain that we might 
get would be so small that it would be not worth while inconveniencing 
the public by adopting this retrograde step. For these reasons, Sir, I am 
afraid Government is unable to accept the resolution. 

Babu SURENDRA NATH RAY: The principal objection, or rather 
the objections of my hon’ble friend, Mr. Kerr, are— first, if the receipt 
stamps are reintroduced, it would be a source of great inconvenience 
to the public. His second argument is that it may end in loss of revenue. 
He, moreover, says that the usage of England was introduced in the 
year 1906 in India and postage stamps were used for the purpose of 
receipts. Well, in England, I think, there are no two Governments. 
There is no Provincial Government and no Imperial Government. They 
have not to adjust their accounts in the way in which the Provincial 
Government of Bengal have to do with the Government of India. There 
is only one central Government in England which gets all the revenue. 
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We have been told that we have been very liberally treated by the Gov- 
erjiment of India and there may be loss if receipt stamps are reintro- 
duced separately now. But we know very well that there has been 
loss all along the line. We have lost many things. The income-tax 
is the principal source of our income. That has not been given to us. 
If there be a loss of Rs. 50,000 or a lakh by the issue of revenue stamps, 
we are quite willing to hazard the experiment. At least it is an 
experiment worth trying. Nothing venture, nothing gain. 

As regards the inconvenience to the public, I say that we have used 
these receipt stamps up to the year 1906, that is for nearly half a century, 
and how can it be a source of inconvenience now if it is reintroduced in 
Bengal. I have nothing more to add. 

A division was then taken with the following result — 


AYES. 


Ahmad, Khan Bahadur Mauivi Waiimuddin. 
Ahmed, Munshi Jafar. 

Ali, Munshi Amir. 

Ali, Munshi Ayub. 

Arhamuddin, Mauivi Khandakar. 
Charmakar, Babu Rasik Chandra. 
Chaudhuri, Babu Tankanath. 

Chaudhuri, Rai Harsndranath. 

Das Gupta, Babu Nibaran Chandra. 

Da, Babu Fanindralal. 

Dutta, Babu Annada Charan. 

Dutta, Babu Indu Bhushan. 


Chose, Rai Bahadur Jogandra Chundar. 
Haq, Shah Syad Emdadul. 

Karim, Mauivi Abdul. 

Karim, Mauivi Fazlal. 

Khan, Mauivi Hamid-ud*din. 

Mitra,,Rai Bahadur Mahandra Chandra. 
Maitra, Dr. ilatindra Nath, 

Mukharji, Babu Satish Chandra, 
lllullick, Babu Surandra Nath. 

Ray, Babu Surandra Nath. 

Roy, Babu Jogandra Krishna. 

Roy, Raja Maniloil Singh. 


NOES. 


Addy, Babu Amulya Dhona. 

Afzal, Nawabzada K. M. Khan Bahadur. 
Ahmad, Mauivi Rail Uddin. 

Alay' Shaikh Mahboob. 

Azam, Khan Bahadur Khwaja Mohamad. 
Banarjaa, the Hon'bla Sir Surandra Nath. 
Barma, Rai Sahib Panohanan. 

Barton,. Mr. H. 

Bhattaaharji, Babu Ham Chandra. 

Birlay, Mr. L. 

Bompas, Mr. C. H. 

Bose, Mr. S. M. 
cat heart, Mr. M. 

Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur Mauivi Haflzar 
Rahman. 

Chaudhuri, Mauivi Shah Muhammad. 
Chaudhuri, the Hon'bla the Nawab Saiyid 
Nawab Ali, Khan Bahadur. 

Das, Babu Bhishmadav. 

Das, Rai Bahadur Amar Nath. 

Donald, Mr. J. 

FardHul, Mr. K. Q. M. 

Cordon, Mr. A. D. 

Gupta, Mr. N. B. 

Hopkyns, Mr. W. 8. 

Hornall, Mr. W. W. 

Huq, Mauivi Ekramul. 

Karr, the Hoti'bla Mr. J. H. 


Khan, Mauivi Md. Raflqua Uddin. 

Lang, Mr. J. 

Larmour, Mr. F. A. 

Leas, Mr. D. H. 

Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan, 
the Hon’bla. 

Marr, Mr. A. 

Mittar, the Hon'bla Mr. P. c. 
Mukhopadhaya, Babu Sarat Chandra. 
Mullick, Babu Niroda Bahary. 

O’kinaaly, Lt.>Col. Frederick. 

O’Mallay, Mr. L. S. S. 

Payne, Mr. C. F. 

Poddar, Babu Kashoram. 

Rahim, the Hon'bla Sir Abd-ur. 

Rauf, Mauivi Shah Abdur, 

Ray, Kumar Shib Shakharaswar. 

Ray Choudhury, Raja Manmatha Nath. 
Roy, Babu Bijoy Prosad Singh. 

Roy, Mr. Tarit Bhusan. 

Roy, Rai Bahadur Lalit Mohan Singh. 
Salam, Khan Bahadur Abdus. 

Stark, Mr. H. A. 

Suhrawardy. Dr. Hassan. 

Watson-Smyth, Mr. R. M. 

Whaalar, the Hon’bla Sir Henry. 
Wordsworth, Mr. W. C. 


The Ayes being 24 and the Noes 52, the motion was lost. 
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Postponement of Resolution. 

Mr 8YED ERFAN ALI being absent, the following resolution was; 
with the permission of the President, postponed and placed at the bottom 
of the Ijist of Business; “ This Council recommends to the Government 
that the Bengal Tenancy Act be so amended as — 

(t) to secure fixity of rent for ever to the settled raiyats and to abo- 

lish the vihandi and the “ tenant-at-will system under the 
zamindars ; 

(u) to secure to them the right of transference of jotes, whole or in 

part, the right of digging or re-excavating tanks, the right of 
planting and cutting trees, the right of building yucca or 
I'litcha houses, and the digging of necessary earth free and at 
vrill, irrespective of the consent or permission , of the superior 
landlord ; 

(iii) to make the collection of ahwnhs or illegal cesses, of any kind, 
and the levy of hegar^ or free, or concession labour, of any 
kind, a cognizable criminal offence; 

{iv) to make the rent money-order in the zamindar's name in his 
sadar Ivitrhari a legal tender, and that raiyats be allowed to 
send in, in one money-order, the total amount of rent due on 
their different jote^, giving a descjriptive accoujit in a coupon 
or in a separate registered post-card or letter; 

(r) to jnovide that in the case of money-orders for rent not taken 
delivery of in the Jeafehnri, within one week after the last day 
of the I'ist, the sender be free from the liability of paying 
interest. 

(vi) to provide that zamindars be bound lo send gomastas to collect 
rent in time, and that the inability of the gomasta to take rent, 
the issue of the cheque or rent-receipt should free the raiyat 
of the liability of paying interest; and 

{vii) to provide that in the case of the refusal to receive rents in the 
hitch an\ the giving of due receipts on the part of the zamin- 
dar, if proved, should be counted as an offence liable to an 
explanation to the Collector of the district, who should be 
empowered to appoint a receiver to collect the rent and allow 
compensation to be paid to any raiyat incurring unneccvssary 
loss in tendering rent if such refusal is found repeatedly occur- 
ring to harass any raiyat.*^ 

Privilege leave of officers of the Bengal Civil Service (Judicial). 

Mauivi FAZLAL KARIM: “This OounciT recommends that the 
Government of India be moved to permit officers of the Bengal Civil Ser- 
vice (Judicial) to avail themselves of fifteen days’ privilege leave on full 
pay each year/’ 



1921.1 


PRIVILEGE LEAVE. 


261 


I consider this to be a legitimate grievance of the Bengal Civil Service 
(Judicial). It is said that these officers do not get leave on full pay 
because they enjoy the vacation. But the fact of the matter is that there 
is not more than 15 days’ difference approximately speaking between the 
number of holidays enjoyed by the officers of this service and that enjoyed 
by the officers of the Executive branch. In other words, the Judicial 
officers are not granted a single day’s privilege leave on full pay simply 
because they enjoy, in the course of the year, 15 days’ holiday more than 
their brethren in the Executive branch do. But for this, the latter get 
one month’s privilege leave on full pay. Why then should not the for- 
mer, I mean, the Judicial officers get privilege leave on full pay. It is 
admitted by the highest authorities that these officers are very hardwork- 
ing and painstaking. They require rest sometimes. But as matters 
now stand they Can earn their much needed rest only by submitting to 
the loss of half their monthly pay. There is no justification for keeping 
back from such a body of public servants the small concession, which my 
resolution urges. As regards the vacation theory, there can be no com- 
parison between the members of the mufassal Judiciary and the officers 
of the Education Department and those of the High Court with whom 
they are bracketed together in article 271 »of the Civil Service Regula- 
tions. The officers of the Education Department have got a long vacation 
of two months and a half, if not more, in the summer, while officers em- 
ployed in the High Court enjoy a vacation extending at a stretch of over 
two months — nay more. With these words, I urge upon the Government 
to accept the resolution. 

The Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-R AH IM : As regards this matter, the ques- 
tion relates to a subject which can only be finally dealt with by the 
Government of India. It is, I believe, one of the recommendations of the 
Public Services Commission. The subject has been under the considera- 
tion of the Government and the High Court, and we are now awaiting the 
decision of the Government of India, so we are not in a position to give 
any definite reply in this matter, but it is purely one of the proposals of 
the Public Seiwices Commission and as such has been engaging the atten- 
tion of the Government of India. 

The mover pressed his motion to a division which resulted as follows 


AYES. 


ChautfhiiH, Rsi Hartadramlli. 

Chaudhuri, Sir At utMli. 

Oat, Babu Bhitlimadav. 

FaroBtt'l, Mr. K. G. M, 

Cliott, Rai Bahadur dogindra Ohundtr. 
iCarlm, Mauivi Abdul. 

Karim, Mauivi Patlal. 

Khan, Mauivi Md. RaSqua Uddin. 
taw, RB|a Rathta cata. 

Mitra, Rai Bahadur Mahandra Ohandra. 


Maitra, Dr. datindra Nath, 

Bukharji, Babu Satith Chandra. 
Mukhapadhaya, Babu Carat uhandra. 
Mullitk, Babu Niroda Bthary. 

Ray, Babu Surtndra Nath. 

Roy, Babu Bijay Protad Singh. 

Ray, Babu Jogtndra Krithna. 

Sinha, Babu Surandra Narayan. 
Suhrawardy, Or. Hattan. 
Suhrawardy, Mr. H. S. 
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N0E8. 


Addy, Babu Amulya Ohona. 

Ahmad, Khan Bahadur Mauivi Watimifddfn. 
Ahmed, Munshi Jafar. 

Aley, Shaikh Mahboob. 

All, Nunthi Amir. 

Ali, Munshi Ayub. 

■anna, Rai Sahib Panelianan. 

Barton, Mr. H. 

Bhafiaoharji, Babu Htm Chandra. 

Bote,, Mr. t. M. 

Catheart, Mr. M. 

Charmakar, Babu Ratili Chandra. 
Chaiidhurf, Babu Tankanath. 

Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur Mauivi HaBsar 
Rahman. 


Dae Oupta, Babu Nibaran Chandra. 
Da, Babii Fanindralal. 

Dutta, Babu Annada Charan. 
Cordon, Mr. A. D. 

Huq, Mauivi Ekramul. 

Larmour, Mr. F. A. 

Makramali, Munshi. 

Mulllek, Babu Surondra Nath. 
Masker, Babu Hem Chandra. 
Foddar, Babu Keshoram. 

Raul, Mauivi Shah Abdur, 

Salam, Khan Bahadur Abdus. 
Sarkar, Babu Rishindra Nath. 
Stark, Mr. H. A. 

Watson-Smyth, Mr. R. M. 


The Ayes being 20 and the Noes 29, the motion was lost 


Inclusion of Darjeeling within the Reforms Scheme. 

Sir ASUTOSH CHAUDHURI: *^This Council rerommemls to the 
Government that a representation be made to the Government of India 
\irging upon that Government the desirability of including the district of 
Darjeeling within the Reforms Scheme for the province of Bengal.'' 

I do not think that much need be said in support of this resolution. 
Why Darjeeling was excluded is difficult for us to understand. I find 
from Notification No. 2 G., dated the 3rd January, 1921, of the Govern- 
ment of India published in the Calcutta Gaz€tte(Eatraord{nary) of the 
same date, that the district of Darjeeling has been declared to be a back- 
ward tract and excluded from the Reforms Scheme. So far as the 
expression ‘^backward tract" is concerned, I find that the Government 
of Bengal does not accept it. In fact the Government of Bengal said 
that this district did not answer to the description of "backward tracts " 
as given in paragraph 199 of the Report. 'Chen the question comes to 
this: how is the district backward? If it is a question of education, I 
find that the Government of India admit that the percentage of the literary 
population of the district is well above the average of the Presidency, 
and that the exclusion of the Darjeeling district is considered as a 
doubtful proposal. Apparently the Government was led to come to this 
conclusion upon a memorial which was presented to His Excellency the 
Viceroy and the Secretary of State for India by an influential body of 
memorialists. That influential body was led, according to what I 
find from the Report, by a Deputy Superintendent of Police, Mr. Laden 
La; I have the honour of knowing him. He is an excellent officer and 
socially he is also excellent in organising amusements. The deputation 
included among its members a very worthy individual — ^a billiard 
marker. I will tell you the name of the Association to which he 
belongs — it is the Gymkhana Club in which Mr. MacKetikic \n.ke8 
a very active part. Well, the billiard marker is a respectable 
individual and sometimes a great deal depends upon him. Another 
member of that deputaiiaD wae a still worthier nmn, ' pamelly/ 
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durwan, .caretaker or the chowkidar of the Raja of Dighapi^tia’s house at 
Darjeeling. I do not know who the others were, but I am free to confess 
that the deputation was worthily led. Anyhow, it had the effect of mak- 
ing the Government shrink back from an obvious duty. Following that 
naemorial, I find that there was another memorial sent up by a large num- 
ber of people. How that meeting was held and the memorial was sent up 
and who the signatories were I will tell you. There were about 275 hill- 
men whose names appear in the proceedings, and resolutions appear to 
have been passed at a meeting held on the 13th March, 1920, at which 
they adopted this memorial. Examining the constitution of that body, we 
find very estimable persons composed it. Amongst the persons who were 
present at that meeting, there were 10 dandy wallahs, 35 rickshawallas, 
28 milk sel^^s or gowj^Jas, 8 bearers and table boys, 7 butlers, 29 con- 
tra* tors inc’ ib.ig petty contractors and 78 more whose occupations are 
unknown. Tlie iiit-m. rial sent up '^y these people is of course very valu- 
able. The coiintjy Is gettirg democratic and one cannot ignore them, 
at'd everyone is anxious to take note of their opinion, but when we find as 
agajDst that memorial another memorial sent up by five hundred Gur- 
khas was ignored one begins to ask how the thing was worked. The last 
nfbmorial I was referring to, was sent up .shortly afte. the memorial 
which was presented by Mr. Laden La. Mr. Laden La’s memorial speaks 
of a very large number of representative men, persons belonging to the 
district and refers to Lepchas, Bhutias and Nepalese. The second mem- 
orial that I referred to was a memorial from a very large number of Gur- 
khas and Nepalese. So far as the Lepchas and the Bhutias are concerned 
I find that the former constitutes 3*65 per cent, of the total population, 
and the Bhutias 4;06. So far as the Gurkhas are concerned they form 
54 per cent, of the population and yet the memorial by these people was 
apparently ignored. In this connection I should like to place before you 
the grounds which were made in the first mfanorial. The deputation 
headed by Mr. Laden La said : — 

We have treated the movement for Homie Rule with neglect and even with 
disfavour. There is no real affinity between the people of these Himalayan and 
gub-Himalayan regions and those of the plains of Bengal. Geographically, 
racially, historically, religiously, and linguistically^ we have no alliance with the 
rest of Bengal. Religiously we are, as regards the Lepchas and the races of 
Tibetan origins as well as members of the Nepalese caste, quite distinct from the 
people of the plains; even the religious customs of the Nepalese who are classed 
as Hindus vary largely from those of the Hindus of Bengal. 

That is what they asserted ; but I find in the memorial submitted by 
the Gurkhas that the ‘^Gurkhas are Aryans and therefore quite, distinct 
froni the Mongolians and other races inhabiting Darjeeling and the ad- 
joining hills.” and that ”Home Rule is necessary in India.” A memorial 
frc m people who constitute the ihajority of the population asserts that 
they consider Rome Rule to be necessary. Mr. Laden, La, his durwau 
friend and the billiqrd marker however say that they look upon the Re- 
Ipms Scheme wi^ disiavour. Their opinion has got to be taken into 

11 1 
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account. But is ike Council going to accept an opinion of tkis character 
against the opinion of the people who have a real interest in the matter? 
The Gurkhas are not a backward people. 1 find that there are a large 
number of graduates coming from amongst them and they have fought 
for the British Government ; whereas Mr. Laden La says that he and his 
friends claim to defend the frontiers and they have the right to do so and 
therefore their voice ought to be heard. One has never heard of them as 
fighting a single battle for the British. But we must^not forget that the 
opinion of these gentlemen has prevailed against the opinion of a larger 
body of people. In this connection 1 find also that meetings were held 
and memorials were sent up by other bodies which have been ignored. 
The real truth is that the planters opposed it and they carried the day. 
But why did they oppose it? It is because they were afraid of the Ben- 
gali Ministers — a terrible triumvirate! There we have the Hon’ble Sir 
Surendra Nath Banerjea, the Hon’ble Mr. P. C. Mitter and the Hon'ble 
Nawab Sahib, but you have not found them at all terrible. So far as this 
House is concerned, we are very pleased with all of them and I do not 
think that you will accept the opinion of the planters that there are ter- 
rible possibilities behind them. My submission to you is that Darjeeling 
had votes with regard to elections before the last one. The' Darjeeling 
Municipality is, I think, one of the biggest in Bengal. Darjeeling is a 
large centre ; it has ah educated population, a large educated population 
and in fact it shelters the Bengal Government for a little time every year 
rightly or wrongly. Then we have two big subdivisions — ^Kurseong 
which is also a populous place and Kalimpong is growing every day. 
These are the three big centres and I do not see any reason why Darjee- 
ling should be excluded from the operation of the Reforms Scheme. 
There is a considerable feeling about this matter and I beg of you to 
accept the resolution which I have the honour to move. 

Babu SURENDRA NATH RAY : I have great pleasure in supporting 
this resolution. As my friend. Sir Asutosh Chaudhuri, haiK^said, we do 
not know exactly why Darjeeling, which had enjoyed the benefits of the 
Morley-Minto Reforms and which used to send a representative, or at 
least had a voice in the election of a representative to the Bengal Legis- 
lative Council since the elective system was introduced, should have been 
by this Montagu-Chelmsford scheme debarred from doing it. It is said 
that there was a deputation composed of some very estimable and respect- 
able gentlemen which waited upon His Excellency the Viceroy and the 
Right Hon’ble the Secretary of State, when he came to India. Sir Ashu- 
tosh Chaudhuri wanted to quote from the memorial, but he had not it 
handy : I have got it and I shall quote the exact passage from that repre- 
sentation. The hillmen said : — 

We have hitherto abstained from all political agitation and we have treated 
the movement for Home Rule with neglect and even disfavour. But now that the 
British Government has definitely stated that Hpme Rule is the ultimate goal 
towards which it desires tiipa India shoidd gradmdljr proceed, ise /eel ii tfiify 
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to safeguard our future position by presenting Goyemment with a statement 
of our views on one point which seems to us of vital importance. 

They are all loyal subjects and they did not like to force the hands of 
the Government like the agitators of Bengal and other provinces of India. 
And what is the reward they have got for their loyalty P They have been 
treated as a backward people and they will have nothing to do with, and 
will have no voice in the affairs of the country. As has been stated by 
Sir Ashutosh Ghaudhuri, it is well known that the Darjeeling municipa- 
lity is one of the most important municipalities of Bengal, and that it had 
*a very potent voice in the election of a member to the Bengal Legislative 
Council : it had about 8 or 10 votes, and these votes used to carry great 
weight in the election of a member. The gentlemen who could get the 
support of Darjeeling was, 1 think, almost sure of success in getting him- 
self returned to the Bengal Council. Then, the Muhammadans of Dar- 
jeeling had also a voice, and they have been debarred from giving their 
votes by the present arrangements; also the tea-planting community 
have been debarred ; but we have been told that the tea-planting commu- 
nity do not like to get the benefits of the Reforms Scheme, but we must 
remember that there are besides the European planting community the 
Indian planting community as well in Darjeeling. There are also the 
landholders, and we should like to know whether the Indian planting 
community and the landholders have said that they do not want to get 
the benefits of the Reforms Scheme. 

My friend, Sir Ashutosh Ghaudhuri, has already stated that the Gur- 
khas made a representation to the Government of India, when they came 
to know that a representation had already been made by the hillmen. 
Well, it is well known that the Lepchas and Tibetans are all Mongolians, 
and that they have fio affinity with the people of Bengal, whereas the 
Gurkhas like the Bengalis are Aryans. I shall quote from Census figures 
and shall show that the Gurkhas made a representation to Government, 
in which stated that they form about 54 per cent, of the population, 
and that the Lepchas and Tibetans form about 3*5 per cent. They 
said ; — 

In 1B37 when Dr, Campbell was Superintendent of Darjeeling, the popu- 
lation was hardly 100 souls. Since then the Nepalese were induced to immigrate into 
Darjeeling where they steadily settled in increasing numbers and the latest Census 
put their numbers in Darjeeling to be 265,550. They are a pushing and thriving 
race, and the Hon'ble Mr. O’Malley thus mentions about them in the Darjeeling 
District Gazetteer'** The dominant race in Darjeeling is the Nepalese, which, with a 
strength of 134,000, accounts 'for more than half the population. They are a 
capable, cheerful and alert people.” 

Theh there was a further representation to the Government of India 
and the Secretary of State on the 24th May, 1920, by the Gurkhas, and 
they quoted from the Ninth Despatch on Indian Cohstittitional Reforms, 
in which we find the following : — 

The exclusion of the Darjeeling district is a more doubtful proposab It is 
entirely composed of mountainc and forai, and its inhabitants are’ mostly of'^ 
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Mongolian origin, among whom Nepalese, Lepchas, Bhutias and Tibetans are 
numerous, while in the tarai thare are large numbers of aborigines from Chota 
Nagpur and Sonthal Parganas. The percentage of the literate population 
is well above the average for the presidency, but this is possibly due to the con- 
siderable Christian population. 

That may be, but why should the Christian population be deprived 
of the benefits of the Reforms Scheme. 

Then we find that the following significant passage in their represent- 
ation of the 24th May, 1920 : — 

In asking for Reforms they do not for a moment think of encroaching upon any 
party’s interests, what they mean is Reforms with adequate representation in 
the Council to safeguard their interests, thereby giving them a proper chance of 
evolving their destiny peacefully under the British direction and guardianship. 

Further on they say that the Sikhs of the Punjab and Anglo- 
Indians and Europeans have been granted separate communal represent- 
ation and they add : — 

No amount of argument can convince them how they are excluded, when their 
brothers-in-arms, the Sikhs, are included. It is asserted that ** the Sikhs in the 
Punjab are a distinct and important ^people; they supply a gallant and valuable 
element to the Indian Army ; but they are everywhere in a minority, and experienco 
has shown that they go virtually unrepresented. To the Sikhs, therefore, and 
to them alone, we propose to extend the system already adopted in tho case of 
Muhammadans . . 

The PRESIDEHT: A great deal of all this has been said by Sir Asu- 
tosh Chaudhuri. 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH RAY: Sir Asutosh Chaudhuri has not 
quoted these passages from the representation, in which it is mentioned 
that the Sikhs have been granted separate representation. If that is so, 
there is no reason why the Gurkhas should not be given such representa- 
tion, when it is well known that they have sacrificed their lives so much 
for the British Government. , 

Then, as regards literacy, I may quote the following from the same 
representation : — 

According to Census of 1911, the number of literate persons per 1,000 of the 
total population of the district of Darjeeling was 169 males and 19 females against 
99 males and 4 females in Jalpaiguri, 108 males and 4 females in Dinajpnr and 
76 males and 3 females in Rangpur. 

The number of persons literate in English per 10,000 of the district of Darjeeling 
was 306 males and 101 females against 75 males and 3 females in Jalpaiguri, 52 
males and 1 female in Dinajpur and 52 males and 2 females in Rangpur. 

These figures conclusively show that the peoide of Darjeeling are 
more advanced from the educational point of view than the people of 
Jalpaiguri and Rangpur, and we find that whereas Jalpaiguri and Raiig- 
pur have been given the benefits of the Reforms Scheme, the people .of 
Darjeeling have been unjustly excluded. With these remarks, 1 to 
support the resolution. 
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Mr. S. M. BOSES 1 wish to thank the mover of the resolution for 
having brought to the notice of the Council a great piece of injustice done 
to the’ people of Darjeeling. The history of this injustice affords melan- 
choly reading ; it shows how a small but powerful section has so long been 
able to induce the Government to run counter to the wishes of the people 
fbr^ as has been already said, the exclusion has been mainly due to the 
activities of the Darjeeling Planters’ Association. I do not wish to 
repeat the facts which have already been referred to by the previous 
speakers, but 1 desire to lay stress on the fact that Darjeeling is not a 
backward area; it does not satisfy the definition of the term backward 
area” as given in paragraph 199 of the Joint Report and it has, as has al- 
ready been pointed out, been admitted by the Government of Bengal. It 
may be urged that the people desire exclusion,* but that is not so. A very 
large number — over 54 per cent, of the population — desire to be included 
within the Reforms Scheme. The real persons who oppose this inclusion 
are the hahdful of planters. Instead of Swaraj ^ they wanted planter-raj. 
In their memorial to the Government of Bengal, the Planters’ Association 
had the hardihood to say that the hill people strongly resented being placed 
in any way under Bengali Ministers and that any attempt to do so would 
give rise to a political situation which their Association contemplated 
with grave alarm. So utterly infeasible is (his exclusion that I am not 
surprised to hear that there is a strong rumour that the Reforms Scheme 
will be extended to Darjeeling in 1924. But this belated piece of justice 
will not satisfy the people. I submit that Darjeeling should never have 
been excluded ; and there is no reason why there should be a single day’s 
delay. Denial of franchise to Darjeeling is denial of justice. I therefore 
hope that Government will take immediate steps to remedy this grievance 
of the people of the Darjeeling district. 

Babtl NIBARAN CHANDRA DAS GUPTA: I have not to make a 
long speech in supporting this resolution. It is quite evident, that the 
planters of Darjeeling were moved to seek the services of a few hillmen 
in organizing^ what they described as a Hillmen’s Association, with the 
sole object, it seems to me, to have a separate province, where they could 
reign supreme as in Olympia for the gods, but these gods living in the 
Himc^layas do not live there for purpose of contemplation, but for purposes 
of making money. The personnel of the Hillmen’s Association has been 
Very humourously described by Sir Asutosh Chaudhuri; and it appears 
strange that such a movement manufactured and engineered by a parti* 
cular c}ass of men should have hoodwinked the Secretary of State and the 
Government of India too, in excluding Darjeeling from the Reforms 
Scheme. Darjeeling, which is a part and parcel of this province and 
which had hitherto the right of electing a member to the Bengal Legis- 
lative Council, has been deprived of this right for no reason whatsoever. 
Nor did the Government find it practicable to act up to the wishes of the 
planters in having a separate province, composed of the districts of 
Darjeeling, Jalpaiguri, the Duars and so forth. That being so, it strikes 
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us that the Right Hon’ble the Secretary of State could not see through 
the designs of these men and did this sort of injustice to the people of 
Darjeeling. While the whole country was aglow with enthusiasm on 
account of the coming reforms, the people of Darjeeling only felt that 
they had been deprived of their right of electing a member to the Bengal 
Legislative Council. It is quite time that the franchise should be exten- 
ded to the people of Darjeeling; and I do not like to go over the grounds 
which have already been traversed with regard to the qualifications of 
the men of Darjeeling to exercise the franchise. A very large number 
of men liv3 in the town of Darjeeling. It is not a backward place, 
and, a.s it has been already stated, the Municipality of Darjeeling is a 
very big one. I think it can boast of a better Town Hall than the met- 
ropolis of Bengal. So, under these circumstances, it is our bounden duty 
to ask the Government of Bengal to move the Government of India, and, 
if necessary, the British Parliament for removing this anomaly and for 
doing an act of bare justice to Darjeeling. 

Rai JOCENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur: I beg to support 
this resolution. I do not wish it, however, to go forth to the world that 
this Council of Bengalis described the Bhutias and Tibetans as mere dandi- 
wallas. That expression should never have been used. We Bengalis, 
ought to know what a debt of gratitude we owe to the Tibetans ; when 
Buktiar Ehiliji conquered Bengal and destroyed the books of India, most 
of what remained were taken to Tibet and they are still to be found there. 
The civilization of Tibet was in no way inferior to the civilization of India 
and the Tibetans ruled over Nepal and a very large part of Bengal. That 
fact should not be forgotten. The fact that Atisa Dwipankara, who hailed 
from Bikrampur, went to Tibet should not be forgotten. It should not 
be forgotten what close relationship existed at the time between Tibet 
and Bengal. Next, as to the main question we know what petitions are 
worth ; they are put up by wirepullers. Government should decide the 
question on the merits of the case ; and the best thing would be to give 
the Tibetans a seat in this Council and also the Gurkhas and Lepchas 
another seat. We should like very much that the Gurkhas and Lepchas 
should begin to come to the wider life of India. From this large view of 
the matter, I do hope that Government should include Darjeeling and also 
extend to it the privileges of communal representation which have 
been extended to the Muhammadans. If this view is taken, I am sure 
even the dandiwallas of Darjeeling will not object. 

Mauivi EKRAMUL HUQt I have great pleasure in supporting the 
resolution of Sir Ashutosh Chaudhuri. I find that the tea planters have 
come in for a great deal of criticism. They were a power in the land and it 
is not unnatural that they do not like another power to set itself up side 
by side with them. Is it not a fact that even in this Council itself wa find 
ourselves wrangling with one another when the question of supremacy 
comes in? la it not that only the other day when Mauivi Takuinuddin 
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Ahmed brought in a measure which sought to give some of their rights to 
the tenants and some of the zamindars tried their best to oppose it P So it 
was quite natural that the planters opposed the inclusion, of Darjeeling 
under the.Beforms, All that it is necessary is that it should be our effort 
that justice be done to all people. Here we find that a wrong has been done 
somehow or other, and it is for us to see that it is remedied and I hope that 
when the recommendation goes from this Council, it will have the desired 
effect. 

Tha Han’ble Sir HENRY WHEELER s In so far as whatever action 
was taken in connection with Darjeeling in its relation to the Reforms 
Scheme, was based upon the very palpably distinctive features of that 
district and upon the express wish, which was most carefully ascertained 
— so far as it could be ascertained — of the most influential sections of the 
people of that district, it is somewhat amusing in these days, when we 
hear so much of self-determination, to find these claims waived aside so 
lightly as has been done to-day ; and I am not sure, after hearing the de- 
bate this afternoon, that these hillmen were not wise in expressing a pre- 
ference at any rate to be allowed for the present to work out their destinies 
in their own way> rather than to submit them to three eminent citizens of 
Calcutta and to two gentlemen whose names we had the pleasure of seeing 
this year in the list of temporary visitors td the hills. 

My objections to Sir Ashutosh Chaudhuri’s proposals are based on 
general and on specific grounds ; and I will deal with the general grounds 
first. He is asking us at a time when the Reforms Scheme has scarcely 
been six months in working, to propose an alteration of one of its details. 
Now, quite apart from fundamental differences of principle, there are 
many details connected with the Reforms Scheme about which there were 
differences of opinion. As instances, I may mention the representation 
of Europeans, the representation of the zamindars and the representation 
of Indian commercial interests, while it would be easy to add half a 
dozen more. Are we in so short a space of time, at the instance of any 
particular section, to propose to the Secretary of State a reopening of the 
whole question P I venture to think that that is not a desirable or a work- 
able proposition. 

To turn to the particular case. The action which was taken was based 
on the fundamental differences existing between the Darjeeling district 
and the rest of Bengal — differences which seem so palpable that they 
scarcely need elaboration in detail, either linguistically or geographically 
or in any other direction. As has been said this afternoon, a deputation 
waited upon the Viceroy and Mr. Montagu and strongly pressed this 
point of view ; and what we are now asked to believe is that, under the 
malign influence of Mr. Laden La, a bluff was put up on the innocent 
Mr. Montagu and the still more innocent Lord Chelmsford— a bluff, top, 
connived at by the Deputy Commissioner, the Commissioner of the Divi- 
sion and whatever officials were cognisant of the true facts. Now, was 
that even likely, even though Mr. Laden La happened to be a Deputy 
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Superintendent of Police P While, as everybody knows, Mr. Laden La 
is an absolutely typical hillman and an influential representative of the 
views of many of his kind. But apart from the improbability of that 
deputation having been a bluff, it was verified in the succeeding 
year (1918) by the Deputy Commissioner, who again represented to us 
that he had been waited upon by 20 influential hillmen, who repeated the 
same requests as were contained in the memorial. There, again, are we 
to believe that the Deputy Commissioner, who had ieeti several years in 
the district, was imposed upon at the instance of these wicked and deceit- 
ful people P On the basis of that representation, which we verified to the 
best of our ability, the proposal was put up to the Government of India 
for the exclusion of this tract. 

When it was sent to the Government of India, it was carefully exam- 
ined, and I frankly admit that the Government of India did not at first 
wish to exclude this district if it could possibly be helped, and they put 
an alternative proposal before us — details of which need not be given 
here — but regarding which I may say that it was criticised unfavourably 
as being an impossible half-way house between the only real alternatives 
of total inclusion or total exclusion. In view of the arguments urged by 
us, however, the Government of India eventually accepted our view, and 
recommended to the Secretary of State the exclusion of Darjeeling. 
Other evidence accumulated during this time as to the coiTectness of our 
view. There wore at least two influential meetings held at Darjeeling in 
support of it, and 1 have got here the lists of attendance at those meetings 
which include many liillmen. It is a travesty of the facts to say that these 
meetings were non-representative and got up at the instance of disgnint- 
ed tea-planters. Later local intrigues and jealousies got to work, and we 
bad protests on the other side. Sir Asutosh Ghaudhuri, in unfavourably 
criticising the first deputation, has given us to understand that all the evi- 
deiuie on which we relied is of little weight. Fortunately, when these 
jealousies developed, we made inquiries of Mr. Goode, the Deputy Com- 
missioner, as to their true origin, and I have here his note in which he tells 
us something of those representatives who were working on the other 
side. 1 need not enter into details of local intrigue, but as to the person- 
nel here are some particulars. In referring to a meeting at Ealimpong, 
Mr. Goode says that it was presided over by a retired sub-inspector of 
police. Personally, of course, I do not consider that a disqualification, 
though some of our critics ordinarily would. But .the note says that he 
did not understand for what purpose the meeting had been called and that 
he did not know English. Amongst those present were A. B., a dismissed 
head clerk of the khas Whal office, and B. C. D. lirho was , formerly 
a manager of a local press. Then Mr. Goode goes on with the signatories 
of another memorial, and states that a gentleman who was des^ibed as 
a B. A. was not a B.A. at all, and had been in Sikkim since the beginning 
of April, which raised doubts whether he had signed the meinorial at alL 
About 30 of the signatories are said to be school-boys of the hig^h Ikif^ish 
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school ; another, one of the assistant masters, whose political antecedents 
were not free from reproach, represented the Bengali agitation which was* 
the chief element among the Siliguri memorialists. Several of tlxe names 
of signatories were in the same handwriting and presumably represented 
illiterate persons. E. F. was a dismissed sub-inspector of police. G. H* 
possessed one pony which he hired out. J.K, was a tea-shop servant. 
Other signatories were masons, coolies, chaprasies, butchers, vegetable- 
sellers, small shop-keepers and motor-drivers, while two vernacular names 
merely meant a second son and a youngest son. I put it to the Council 
whether, in face of this. Sir Ashutosh Chaudhuri has not perhaps been 
somewhat unwise in accepting as gospel trutj^ the representations of 
these men and their friends. 

Well, Sir, as I have said, the Government of India represented our 
view to the Secretary of State, by whom it was provisionally accepted. 
But at the same time the Secretary of State expressed a desire — which of 
course will be loyally followed — that opportunities should be given in 
this Council for the discussion of matters appertaining to the Darjeeling 
district and the answering of questions relating to its local affairs. This 
has been provided for in the notification and, so far as need be, will be 
ensured by executive action. I should add that the Secretary of State 
also in his provisional acceptance made it conditional on the preparation 
of a scheme of local self-government. That is at present being worked 
out and proposals are being formulated. When effect is given to it, the 
wishes of the local people can be more easily ascertained. And I put it to 
the Council, apart from th^ general argument against discussing anew 
individual items of the Reform Scheme at so early a date, is it not wiser, 
even in the case of Darjeeling, to wait and see how this plan of local self- 
government develops? It is perfectly possible that in future years the 
local people, having had more experience of the working of this Council, 
may wish their position to be reconsidered. The proper time to do so 
will naturally be when the next election of this Council comes on, in about 
two and a half years' time. Until the next election it would be impossi- 
ble to enfranchise those in the district who would vote on the general 
electoral rolls of zamindars, Europeans, etc., and that fact points to a 
period two years hence, that is to say, six months before the next election, 
as the natural time for re-opening the question. By then the local Gov- 
ernment will be in a position to consider the matter after watching 
•the development of local self-government and ascertaining the wishes of 
the local people. But I submit that a recommendation of this kind at 
the present moment is neither opportune nor wise. 

Sir A8UT08H CHAUDHURI: Sir, I have very little to add to 
what I have already said. I may say, however, that I did not use any 
adjectives when I was referring to Mr. Laden La — the adjectives are due 
to the literary proclivities of Sir Henry Wheeler. 

No doubt Sir Henry Wheeler has brought before the House certain 
facts with regard to^two meetings to which I did not make any specific 
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reference. It may be that Mr. Laden La led the one and a dismissed 
police officer led the other. It is perfectly possible that a defunct x>olice- 
officer was played off against the other one. 

Nor is it necessary for me to say that the Secretary of State and Hi's 
Excellency the Viceroy were ** bluffed.’* We have been engaged in the 
game of bluff for a great many years. Whenever Bengal submitted re- 
presentations during the partition signed by lakhs we were told that it 
was merely bluff. In this case we have a representation by an insignifi- 
ca)it number of people and we are told that they were not indulging in the 
game of bluff. Bluff requires a definition, which has never been found 
yet. • 

So far as Sir Henry Wheeler’s assurance is concerned, that the whole 
question will be reconsidered two years hence, and six months before 
the next election, we are somewhat surprised that a promise of that kind 
should be made. It is interesting to note that we who have been en- 
deavouring to get some sort of reforms for years have not yet been 
thought fit for the larger privileges we have claimed, but the hill people 
of the Darjeeling district will be found qualified in two years time for re- 
froms when the period of training for them will be a short one. We have 
had a long time to wait and some people still doubt if we are fit, but 
the hill people apparently have succeeded inproving that they will be fit 
within .such a short time. They are to be congratulated. 

So far as the hill people are concerned, if literacy is a test, it is a fact 
that they are not less literate than other people in this province and if 
we come to compare these people with some of the people in other 
districts in Bengal what difference do we find? None at all. There 
is no reason for not extending the same privileges which have been 
extended to us. 

I am confident that the resolution will commend itself to this 
' House. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 


Investigation regarding beriberi and epidemic dropsy in Bengal. 

Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: ‘‘This Council 
recommends to the Government that an investigation be forthwith under- 
taken into the prevalence of beriberi and epidemic dropsy in Bengal, 
with a view to discovering the best means of '"preventing the spread of 
these diseases.” 

The resolution is with reference to the public health question. In 
moving this resolution 1 cannot help confessing to a feqling of despair 
as io the future of this country. Bengal has become the breeding 
ground of epidemic and the health position of the country 1$ daily 
growing worse. Like other epidemics beriberi and its concomitant 
epidemic dropsy have also come to stay. And the necessity, nf. the 
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time is to make proper investigation as to the cause or causes of its 
spread and to adopt prompt remedial measures. Dietetic experiments 
in the Philippines have confirmed the view that it is a disorder depend* 
ing upon an imperfect dietary. 

In the Straits Settlements and Malay it has been the cause of high 
mortality and Japanese sailors, soldiers, and prisoners in jail, prior 
to 1834, were frequently disabled by beriberi. Recent researches have 
shown it to be a deficiency disease caused by a deficiency in the essen- 
tial substance in dietary. 

z The two epidemics are very plevalent among the Malayese, 
Chinese, and Japanese and during the Russian War, more than 50,000 
cases occurred in the Japanese Army. The disease prevails excessively 
in the Philippines. In India the labouring classes and the poor are 
markedly affected, and for the last three or four years the disease is 
causing enormous economic loss ; and efficiency of labour has also been 
seriously affected. 

The disease is also prevalent in Bengal, especially in the Howrah, 
Hooghly, Burdwan and other districts and makes a large addition 
to the death roll of the country. 

It has been stated that this disease is dud to a diet of rice from which 
the peri-crop has been removed in what is called “ polishing and mill- 
ing.'^ It has been also said that Takogi eradicated beriberi from the 
Japan Navy by modifying rice diet. 

In Malay healthy coolies fed on white rice developed beriberi 
whereas others living on brown rice remained healthy. In Bengal the 
classes affected generally take Rangoon rice. The chief dificiency 
between Bengal and Rangoon rice is that the latter is deprived of its 
sub-pericarpal layers, i,e,, so-called beriberi Vitamine. According to 
Frank, this substance, when not present in the food, causes the break- 
down of the nerve tissues and give rise to the signs and symptoms of 
beriberi. Some research work in Bengal was undertaken in the Medical 
College Hospital in 1919-20 by Lieutenant-Colonel 1). McCay, i.m.s., to 
determine the cause and the best means for prevention, but up to now 
no report has been submitted or published, nor does the Government 
seem to have taken any action to fight out the disease as yet. Much 
has been done to prevent the disease, particularly in Japan. There has 
been more remarkable triumph of modern Hygiene than Takogi’ s dietetic 
returns in the Japanese Navy. Everywhere in the East a change in the 
diet has been followed by the disappearance of the disease. 

Now that the widespread character of the disease cannot be disput- 
ed and high medical authorities are of opinion that diseases of this 
character are jweventible, I ask this Council to accord their support to 
this resolution. 

Tht Hdll’bM Sir SURBNDRA NATH BANERJEA: I think. Sir I 
shall best discharge my duty and consult the convenience of the House 
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anrj save its time if I say at once that I accept the resolution of luy hoii'ble 
friend subject to one very small modification — the elimination of only 
one word in the second line of his resolution. The hon’ble member wants 
a committee to be appointed “forthwith.’’ It is somewhat mandatory, 
somewhat peremptory even when it comes from my hon’ble. friend. I 
have 110 doubt that he will agree to modify the peremptory nature of his 
demand, and in that case 1 w'ould be glad to accept his resolution. 

Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: I accept the modifi- 
cation, Sir. I have always thought however that the Government coach 
moves very slowly. That is the reason why I used the word “forthwith”. 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: Yes, the move- 
ments of Government are slow, as it must move according to conditions, 
circumstances and opportunities. I am glad that my hon’ble friend has 
agreed to omit the word thus making it possible for me to accept the.reso- 
lution. 

I am sure w^e have all listened with very great interest and I may say 
with no little admiration to the exhaustive dissertation of my hon’ble 
friend who has gone fully into the causes of the disease, the range of its 
scope, etc., etc. And in this view, it struck me, as I was listening to his 
speech, that perhaps it was not necessary, when my hon’ble friend him- 
self was prepared to enlighten the Council to have a committee at all. 
I may point out to my hon’ble friend, however, that Government 
have not being sleeping over this matter. My friend has mentioned 
a certain impiiry which was initiated by Colonel McCay but which 
could not be finished by him, I also desire to call attention to 
the expert investigation made by Colonel Creagh. His reports contain 
very useful information which will be found to be vey helpful. 
Dr. Bentley last year applied to the Government of India for an expert 
for investigation into the causes of beriberi. His request could not be 
granted and so the inquiry could not be held. The inquiry of course 
would depend on funds. Dr. Bentley w'as of opinion that a sum of 
Rs. 20,000 would be needed. I am sure if the House accepts this reso- 
lution, the money would be provided. That being so, I accept the reso- 
lution in its modified form. 

The motion was put in the modified form and agreed to. 

Condition of tho Saraswati river, 

BabuSATIBH CHANDRA MUKHARJI: “This Council recom- 
mends to the Government that early steps be taken to inquire into the 
present condition of the Saraswati river, in the districts of Hooghly and 
Howrah, and to adopt measures to clear the same and to widen and deepen 
the said river 1o admit a flow' of fresh water.” 

This river, 1 suppose, is well known to many of the hon’ble menibers, 
and 1 will not deal with it at length this afternoon. It jto say 
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that the village Satgong situated on its banks was known as the royal 
port of Bengal. Many populous villages stand on both banks of the river, 
but the present condition of those villages is too deplorable to be de- 
scribed. Malaria and cholera are causing a havoc in these villages. This 
river serves three-fold purposes — it serves the purposes of inigation, 
drinking water and also of the drainage of the country. We say that 
it is a very narrow channel and the water during many months of the 
year is undrinkable and the people absolutely get no water. Moreover, 
the little water that can be found in the river is overgrown with water- 
hyacinth. Besides there is another matter which has been neglected. 
There are bunds, there are embankments and bridges thrown across the 
river and the result is that the river is going to be killed. The river is 
called “JN’otificd River.’* I do not know under what section and of what 
law it has been notified. It is a very important river. It passes through 
two important districts of Bengal, viz,, Hooghly and Howrah. There- 
fore, I have brought this to the notice of the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of Sanitation. Now, Sir, the demand embodied in the resolution is a very 
modest one and consists of three parts — firstly, a request for incpiiry 
into its present condition ; secondly, to adopt measures to clear the river 
of water-hyacinth and other weeds so that the people living on both sides 
of the river may safely use the water; and thirdly, id widen and deepen 
the said river. The only objection that may be urged against the adop- 
tion of this resolution is the question of costs, but I am quite confident 
that the costs that may have to be incurred to carry out this resolution 
may be realised from the people living on both sides of the river. 

Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: I beg to support 
this resolution. I have taken much interest in regard to the excavation 
of this river, and in the old Council in the year 1918, 1 brought the matter 
to the notice of Government and I find that some effective steps have been 
taken. The river goes from Bhagirathi near Rajganj and ends in Tribeni 
which is in the district of Hooghly. Government were pleased to allow 
a certaiii sum of money — I now forget the actual amount — it was more 
than a lakh of Rupees, and afterwards another grant of Rs. 40,000. I do 
not know why the work did not proceed, probably on account of want of 
funds. But it is necessary, highly necessary, that Government should 
take effective steps for its excavation. If I describe the condition of the 
villages on both sides of the Saras wati, once a broad, navigable river; if 
I describe the insanitary condition of the lands close by, if I describe to 
you the health of the people of the locality, if I describe to you the actual 
diseases which are occurring in those localities, I am sure that there will 
not he one of dissentient voice in advocating the resolution. Now I have 
personally seen the condition of the river and I have seen that trees have 
grown on some parts of the silted up lands. The question therefore is — 
we are talking about public health, we are formulating schemes here and 
there—'the vital question is as regards the driving away of malaria from 
t£e soil*. Malaria is our greatest enemy, and if we can get rid of it, I am 
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sure prosperity will come back to Bengal, otherwise not. The Minister in 
charge of Sanitation told us one day that if he got money he would be in 
a position to drive malaria out of the country within a short time. But 
as regards the question of money that is for Government to consider. 1 
consider the health problem is a very important one, and the attention of 
our Minister ought to be first directed towards this matter. That is all 
that we can say. It is for Government to find out the money ; it is for us 
to advise Government what is to be done. If the whole scheme is before 
the Council then it will be necessary for us to discuss the whole matter. 
We are perfectly in the dark as to what steps had been taken and what 
steps Government propose to take. Our earnest desire is that Govern- 
ment should take the whole matter into their consideration. 

Babu FANINDRALAL DE: The history of the Saraswati is a tra- 
gedv. From the once well-known river, it has now dwindled into a mere 
streamlet, unnavigable even after the rain. It is mentioned as far back 
as in the twelfth century, in Muhammadan inscriptions and books and 
even in the maps of Valentine (1660-70) where it is shown as a large 
stream. Then began its deterioration as is shown in Rennel’s Map in 
1779-81, and half a century ago it was a dead river represented merely 
by a chain of pools. Water was then let into it in connection with the 
Eden Canal Scheme, by a cut from Sana Nadi near Gopalnagar and 
it became a running tiny stream though much silted up. The banks of 
the Saraswati are very densely populated, and the river is the only source 
of water-supply to the villagers, both for irrigation and domestic pur- 
poses, there being no tanks worth speaking of, in many villages, particu- 
larly in the Singur police-station, in the district of Hooghly. Between 
1912 and 1916, certain correspondence passed between the representatives 
of the abovementioned villages and the Sanitary Commissioner of Bengal 
regarding the flow of water in Saraswati. The matter was subsequently 
taken up by the Government and a continuous flow was maintained, till 
the beginning of the current year, when the flow ceased in portions in the 
Singur police-station. The condition of the people of the adjacent vill- 
ages during the hot season, with the bed of the streamlet entirely dried 
up and choked with rank vegetation can be better imagined than 
described. 

Petitions were submitted, but the usual procedure prevented prompt 
action, in spite of the extreme urgency of the matter. 

The people were compelled to have recourse to the unwholesome water- 
supply of the insanitary dohas for drinking and other domestic purposes, 
the inevitable result being the outbreak of cholera and other bowel 
complaints in these villages. Even the dohas were drying up and the 
people had the dreary prospect of absolute want of water-supply, when 
fortunately the laiu came. Tliere is an anti-malarial drainage scheme of 
the Saraswati in Howrah in progress, but the immediate need of the 
people is the reclamation of certain parts of the river in the Hooghly dis- 
trict, p^icularly- from Nasipur and Mhgra. I' therefore^ e^estly 
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request the authorities to take up the matter in hand immediately and 
redress the indescribable sufferings of the people. 


Babu 8URENDRA NATH MULLICKs Belonging to the district of 
Hooghly, I feel it my duty to support this resolution and to say a few 
words in connection with it. I know the river Saraswati itself, I know 
its present deplorable condition, I know that it has ceased to be a river 
long ago. I further know what troubles have arisen in the whole of the 
locality to which she used to stipply water before from the point of view 
of sanitation. The great pity is that a question like this cannot but 
bring disappointment. Resolutions might be passed, but Government 
will pay very little attention to them. The question of sanitation does not 
affect the Europeans much. It is a matter which has received very scanty 
attention from Government and it is well-known. You may pass any 
number of resolutions, but the fact is that Government will not care for 
them. If it were the Police, many a stalwart would have stood up and 
gone on asking for more and more. But when it is the question of sani- 
tation, I say with all the responsibility that I have that there is a perfect 
and systematic neglect on the part of Government. Why ? because it is 
the poor Indians who suffer in this matter. The rich European — I mean 
the few officials who live in the mufassal — they do not care for all this. 
They are too rich even to be afraid of malaria, too influential even to be 
approached by it, and so long it is a question of the suffering of our own 
people it matters very little to them. 

Well, Sir, so far as this resolution is concerned, I may tell you that 
a considerable portion of the Hooghly district has been made absolutely 
malarious on account of this river being silted up. There were days 
before 1860 when Hooghly and Burdwan were very healthy. In those 
days the family seat of the. Hon’ble the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of 
Burdwan was a sanitarium. People from this side of Bengal used to go 
to Burdwan to drink the water of the river Banka for the purpose of get- 
ting rid of many of their ailments. What is Burdwan to-dayP Let the 
Hoh’ble Maharajadhiraja Bahadur say. So far as the town of Burdwan 
is concerned, I say that. Let the Hoii!ble the Member say as regards the 
rest of Burdwan, the mufassal. It is a matter of great joy to us that he 
haa got a palatial residence in Calcutta, otherwise I am sure the Hon’ble 
Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan would have broken down in health 
long ago. I congratulate him. If he had to remain in Burdwan, even 
he, I suppose, would have suffered considerably from the effects of 
malaria. That is the position. But the real question is why do not 
Goverliment care for this? There is something in us — the fault is to 
be found with us for not being able to make Government take adequate 
care about our health and life. There is something in us which does 
not command respect for which the GoVemment do not come forward to 
do all that is necessary in this behalf and to do their own duty in this 
connection, because we have not up till to-day pushed the matter to its 
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legitimate conclusion. If we, the people of this country, were to com- 
bine and to declare in one voice that the first thing we want is to make 
the country a healthy ,one, the Government must do it before it spends, 
misspends or squanders money in other directions. We will not listen 
to any other reason and Government will be obliged to do it. 
The weakness lies with us and Govemment takes advantage of it; 
nothing more nothing less. If we who represent the mufassal all 
combine and push it with all the vigour that it demands and with all 
the emphasis that is necessary, how long can the Government or" for 
the matter of that any Government in the world, however great, how- 
ever strong, remain apathetic? But we are not prepared to do it that- is 
the whole question. We sometimes move in a spirit like that and Govern- 
ment know that these are the people who will shout and then go to sleep. 
Government further know that those people among us who shout are the 
people of the town and they shout because they do not suffer themselves. 
Nothing like suffering, personally in your family, in your children and all 
that. Mere theoretical realisation of the position is not enough. Most 
of us who are in the Council from the western part of Bengal live in 
Calcutta and therefore we are free from the baneful effects of unhealthi- 
ness and malaria in the mufassal. Big zamindars and Rajas have left 
their homes and have come to live in’ Calcutta not for electric fans and 
lights, but for the fear of malaria. It is a misfortune to our country that 
our zamindars are leaving their places and are coming to Calcutta. If 
they had been there they would have tried to improve it. Their absence 
from the places makes those places absolutely hopeless. That is the 
situation. 

Then the question that is before us is with regai*d to this particular 
river and with regard to the ill-effects that the silting-up of this river has 
caused in the district of Hooghly and partly also in the district of Howrah. 
But this is only one instance. There are hundreds of instances in West- 
ern Bengal where malaria is raging and nothing is being done. Schemes 
are being formed, only to be overlooked and neglected. Officers are 
beMjg consulted and notes recorded only to be rel^^gated to an unknown 
portion of the Bengal Secretariat. That is the way in which our Govern- 
ment work is done. Look at the Malaria Commission and look at all those 
things which the Government do from time to time as a solace as a sop to 
the cries of the people. I say that Government have very little desire to 
help in this matter, and it is our bounden duty — ^nay it is our sacred duty 
— to combine and make the Government do this for the sake of our life 
and health and for the sake of the people in the mufassal. 

With these few words, I support this resolution. 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of IRRIGATION (the 
Hon’ble the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan): Sir, on a simple 
issue before the House, we have been given a lecture in this hot afternoon, 
by a gentleman hailing from the district of Hooghly, who has escaped 
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malaria because he practises at Alipore. But I shall lay aside his argu- 
ments as they were a general indictment against the Government regard- 
ing its dereliction of duty with regard to malaria and other things which 
relate to the Departments of the popular portion of Government— the 
Ministers. I am sorry that the Minister in charge of the Department 
was not present here to receive the illuminating ideas given by Babu 
Surendra Nath Mullick this afternoon. * 

What I am concerned with immediately is as to whether any steps 
could be taken to improve the condition of the Saraswati river. Regard- 
ing that the most clear statement that has been made to this House to-day 
has been by the mover of the resolution, because he naturally has been 
able to giv*> us all facts cojinected with it in a better manner than the 
gentleman living in Calcutta, who, I do not think, travels much on the 
East Indian Railway between Calcutta and Burdwan for, if he did, he 
would have been able to give us the true condition of the Saraswati river. 

Babu SURENDRA NATH MULLICK: The Hon’ble Maharajadhiraja 
Bahadur is absolutely wrong as I do travel very often on the East Indian 
Railway. 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: Anyone travelling that side could have at once seen that 
the Saraswati river or what is left of it is more like a nullah than a river. 
So there is no question as to the condition of the Saraswati river being 
what Babu Satish Chandra Mukharji has said in his speech. The ques- 
tion of improving the Saraswati river has already been investigated. 
As a result a length of about five miles of the lower end has been excava- 
ted lately. The question of a fresh-water supply in the upper reaches 
is, however, a difficult one, because the best way in which this could be 
done, would be by drawing a supply from the Damodar river. The 
Damodar Canal scheme has recently received the sanction of the Secre- 
tary of State. It will soon be put before the Standing Committee to 
consider as to what steps should be taken regarding it. It is an expen- 
sive scheme and as such I have my doubts as to whether, at the present 
moment in the present condition of finances of the province, it will be 
pushed through. But if the scheme fructifies, it will be possible to run 
down an assured supply of fresh water into the river Saraswati. Any 
improvement in the bed of the dead river in its upper reaches will then 
be taken up. In the meantime, an inquiry is being made to find out the 
feasibility of drawing a supply from the river Hooghly from the Tribeni 
Ghat, and this subject is now receiving the attention of Government. 
The question as to the adoption of this resolution really«means adopting 
whatVe have already done or are doing. If, however, it will give any 
satisfaction to those interested in the scheme, I am quite prepared to 
accept the resolution if the word ** early ''.be deleted from the first line, 
for this reason and no other than this scheme depends on the completion 
of the Damodar Canal project. Steps are being taken, and will continue 
to be taken, but early ** steps for admitting a fresh supply of water 

si 
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into the Saraswati river is not possible unless the Damodar Canal project 
was pushed through. For these reasons, if the mover of the resolution 
deletes the word “ early ” from his resolution, I am quite willing to 
accept it on behalf of Government. 

Babu 8ATI8H CHANDRA MUKHARJI : Having regard to the assu- 
rance given by the Hon’ble Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan, I am 
quite willing to delete the word ‘‘ early from the first line of my reso- 
lution. 

The amended motion was then put and agreed to. 

Distribution of Proceedings of the Legislative Council. 

Babu ANNADA CHARAN DUTTA: Sir, as motions Nos. and 32 
are practically on the same lines as my resolution, I beg permission to be 
allowed to move a consolidated resolution embodying a few verbal 
changes. The resolution will then run as follows : “ This Council recom- 
mends to the Government that a copy of the Legislative Council Proceed- 
ings be supplied free to different Government offices, public associations, 
district and local boards and municipalities in Bengal, principal news- 
papers and public libraries of Calcutta and the mufassal Bar libraries 
and other important lawyers’ associations in the Presidency and such 
other offices or persons or bodies as Government may think proper.” 

This was agreed to. 

The desirability of wide publicity of the Council proceedings is recog- 
nised on all hands. The more the public know about the doings of the 
Council the better for all concerned. It was admitted by the .Hon’ble 
Sir Henry Wheeler, during the discussion of Mr. D. C. Ghose’s resolution 
yesteday, that the proceedings would have a far-reaching influence in 
moulding the destinies of the country and that it was desirable that the 
voters should know the attitude of their representatives and of the Gov- 
ernment. The publication will also be a good check upon persons sitting 
on the fence. Further a strong party outside has no particular affection 
for the present Council Government. ThoUgh this party can allow going 
into the District and Municipal Boards it cannot bear the name of the 
Council. Not only the activities of the Council are always belittled and 
sometimes perverted, it never conceals that it denies altogether that in 
the present Council Government the representatives of the people have 
got any power or scope to do good to the country. It will be idle to pre- 
tend that this party does not count or that it has not captured the. imagi- 
nation of a large section. To undo the effects of such preachings — at 
least to a great extent — it is necessary that Council proceedings should 
be made easily available for general public. One may not have rapturous 
admiration for the Council, but we, who have come here to work, should 
be actuated by one desire of working it out to a success-rof course, if that 
is possible. This will not prevent our pointing out the defects of the 
existing system too. Personally, therefore, I would like that the propo- 
sition of Mr. D. C. Ghose were carried. Mine is however a more modest 
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onB and it wants a little moi'e extension of the present free distribniion 
ot the proceedings. One thousand five hundred copies are now printed 
and about half are supplied free to many Government offices and offic:eis 
and members of the Council. Another 500 to 1,500 copies with the resi- 
due will be sufficient for extending the distribution to the other associa- 
tions and persons referred to in my proposal. Bar associations, especial- 
ly in the mufassal, exercise a great influence on public opinion. To them 
and to the public associations, Government measures are invariably sent 
for opinion. Is it not then proper and fair that a copy of the Council pro- 
ceedings should also be sent to them ? 

To print the extra copies required will not cost much. The same 
machinery and staff will do the work and additional cost will only be prac- 
tically for the additional paper. 

Prompt publication of the Council proceedings would no doubt be very 
desirable. The local papers do, in fact, so far as their space allows, pub- 
lish important portions of the speeches and other proceedings. For cur- 
rent purposes it serves very usefully and for this we rather should be 
thankful to the press than otherwise. For general refer^ce, however, 
and for more correct and comprehensive knowledge one has to refer to tlie 
Government publications of the proceedings which give the true and 
accurate picture of what occurs in the Council. 

I therefore hope the resolution will be accepted. 

Kumar SHIB SHEKHARE8WAR RAY i I understand that the mover 
of the resolution has accepted a part of my resolution. That being so, I 
have nothing further to add to what the mover of the resolution has said. 

The PRESIDENT: There is a resolution to be moved by Mr. Syed 
Erf an Ali which was in the nature of an amendment. He is absent and 
the resolution is therefore considered to be withdrawn. 

It was as follows; “That after the word ‘municipalities' the 
following be inserted, viz,, * and recognised associations, principal news- 
papers and public libraries.’ ” 

Babu RI8HINDRA NATH 8ARKAR: I rise to support the resolu- 
tion which has been just placed before this Council. At the beginning, 
I must say that I am not actuated by the motive, as has been suggested 
by some members of this House the other day when the resolution of 
Mr^ D. C. Ghose was before this House. It is regrettable that such 
remarks have come from hon’ble members of this Council against another 
hon’ble member of this House; I must say here that I voted against that 
resolution and my reason for voting against that resolution was that that 
resolfltion demanded that translations in Bengali and reviews or accounts 
in Bengali of the proceedings of this Council should be circulated to the 
different bodies mentioned therein. I always find during my course of 
experience of proceedings in courts that happy translations and reviews 
are not always avialable. And then again, in order to do this there must 
be another establishment like the Director of Information which we have. 
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during the course of the Council proceedings in the previous session, 
abolished, and which will be reintroduced in another shape. But the 
present resolution is quite a different thing. It is a demand by the mover 
of the resolution that certain copies of the Council proceedings be cir- 
culated amongst different bodies as Bar libraries, newspaper editors 
and such other bodies. If we want to make the reforms a success 
it is necessary that the public should be informed of the proceedings of 
the Council so that they may judge what the Council is doing and what 
their representatives are doing here on behalf of their constituencies. 
But there are some members who are very nervous and who say 
that it is nothing but self-advertisement. If that be the case, let them 
replace the name of the member by the name of the constituency such as 
the hon’ble member for such and such constituency, so that self-advertise- 
ment will not be made, as they are afraid of that. If we do not enlighten 
the public bodies what we are doing in this Council Chamber, then I 
think the people will not be in a position to know what we are doing, 
^hen the local newspapers of Calcutta always publish meagre reports — 
and it is not ^ways possible for them also to publish the reports of the 
proceedings oi the Council in detail — ^and when the practice in previous 
years was to publish the proceedings of the Council in the Calcutta 
Gazette, I do not find what harm will be done in circulating a few more 
copies of the Council proceedings to public bodies as has been suggested 
by this resolution. 

With these words, I support the resolution. 

MEMBER in charge of LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Sir Henry Wheeler): Sir, this resolution is somewhat similar to the one 
which we discussed the other day, the main difference, and an important 
difference, being that whereas to introduce the system which was recom- 
mended previously necessitated the setting up of new machinery, effect 
could be given to this proposal merely by an expansion of our existing 
practice, namely, by printing more copies of our proceedings than we now 
do. To that extent this pi-oposal can be carried out more easily and at 
less expense than that which was made before. As I explained the other 
day, we do already distribute our proceedings on a fairly extensive free 
list which stands roughly at about 700 copies. That includes Government 
officers; a few newpapers, about 21; a few libraries, 0 in Calcutta, 27, 
outside ; afid one Bar library and the attorneys’ association in Calcutta. 
We print altogether about 1,600 copies at a cost of some Rs. 22,600. 
That number 1,600 includes some 300 copies which are on sale* and it also 
includes ascertain number of copies sent to subscribers to the Gazette who 
used to get the proceedings at the time they were included as part of the 
Gazette. If effect was given to this proposal, so far as I can make out; it 
might mean an addition of something in the neighbourhood of 600 or 600 
more copies ; that is to say, there appear to be 82 associations, which are 
recognised by Government ; 216 district and local boards an^ municipali- 
ties ; 83 Bar libraries and 369 libraries of various kinds, while the total 
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newspaper list amounts to 118. Taking those figures, and allowing for 
the elimination of the less important bodies, especially among libraries and 
associations, I should say roughly the proposal would mean an addition 
of something in the neighbourhood of 500 copies. Taking our present 
costs as Rs. 22,500 I suppose that the proposal would mean an addition 
to our expenditure of a few thousand rupees. If the Council desire that 
this should be done, Government will have no objection to the suggestion, 
but I would ask that the details of the list be left in the hands of Govern- 
ment. That is to say, if the proposal is accepted we should naturally 
supply to all district and local boards and municipalities — which are 
more or less on one level — but in the case of many associations, and 'still 
more many libraries, there is a large variety in importance and size and to 
some it will scarcely be necessary to send our proceedings. I take it that 
we should deal with the matter as we do nbw ; we receive an application, 
and if we think that the particular applicant merits the concession, w’^e 
put him on the free list. Assuming that the resolution is interpreted in 
that way, leaving us a certain amount of discretion as to details, I have no 
objection to it. 

Babu ANNADA CHARAN DUTTA: I thank the Hon’ble Member 
in charge for practically accepting my resolution. I would only point out 
that the cost of publication will not be a few thousand rupees because the 
cost of printing 500 copies will be the additional cost of paper only, and 
secondly, the last portion of my resolution will clearly show that it is 
intended to give a certain amount of discretion to Government for the pur- 
pose of distributing the Council proceedings free especially to the minor 
bodies. 

The amended resolution was then put and agreed to. 


^ Adjournment. 

The Council was then adjourned to 3 v.m. on Thursday, the 7th July, 
1921, at the Town Hall, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Council assembled under the 
provisions of the Government of India Act. 

The Council met in the Council Chamber in the Town Hall, Calcutta, 
on Thursday, the 7th July, 1921, at 3 p.m. 

Present: 

The Hon’ble the President, the Hon’ble the four Members of the 
Executive Council, the llon’ble the three Ministers, and 98 nominated 
and elected members. 


Starred Questions 

(to which oral answers were given). 

Teaching staff of the School of Tropical Medicine. 

«XXXIX. Dr. JATINDRA NATH MOITRA: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
the Minister in charge of the Department of Tiocal Self-Qovernment be 
pleased to state — 

(i) the number of professorships that have been created in the 

School of Tropical Medicine, Calcutta, with emolumeints 
sanctioned for each of them; and 

(ii) the names of the professors already appointed ? 

(h) How many vacancies in professorships and assistant professor- 
ships remain still to be filled up? 

(c) Are these vacancies going to be advertised in the public press? 

(d) Are the claims of suitable Indian medical practitioners (official 
and non-official) to be considered along with those of Europeans? 

(e) Is the selection to be made by the Government of Bengal or by 
Government of India ? 

(/) Is it a fact that it is the intention of Government to give these 
professors high salaries, and some additional remuneration, and to 
debar them from the privilege of private practice ? 

(ff) Is it a fact that the Director of Public Health, Bengal, will 
also be the Professor of Hygiene in addition to his own duties ? 

(h) If so, what will be his additional remuneration, and the num- 
ber of hours he will have to devote to his new duties ? 

MINISTER in charge -of DEPARTMENT of LOCAL SELF- 
GOVERNMENT (the Hon’ble Sir Surendra Nath Banerjea): (a) (i) 

and (it) A statement furnishing the information is laid on the table. 
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(6)> (^)> (^)» (^) (/) This Government are not at present 

in a position to make a statement as the matter is under consideration 
of the Government of India. 

(g) The answer is in the negative. 

(h) This does not arise. 


Statement referred to in the reply to starred question No. XXXIX (a). 




(«) 

Number of appointments 
already created. 


Pay already Professors already 

sanctioued. appointed. 



Ra. 

(1) Director and Professor 
of Tropical Medicine. 


1,800 Lt.-Col. J. W. Megaw, 

l.M.S. 

(2) Professor of Pathology, 
Bacteriology and 

Helminthology 

Pay 

Allowance 

... 750 — 1,650 Major R. Knowles, r.M.s. 

300 

(3) Professor of Protozoo- 
logy and Entomology 

Pay 

Allowance 

... 750—1,650 „ H. W. Acton, l.M.S. 

300 

( 4 ) Professor of Pharmaco- 
logy ... 

Pay 

Allowance 

... 750 — 1,C50 „ 11. N. Cliopra, i.m.s. 

... 300 


(5) Professor of Biochemis- 
try and Serology ... To he held by the Imporiol 

Scrologist without extra 
rcrniiiicratiou. 

y. B.— Revised proposals for the staff and pay are under the consideration of the Government of 
India. 

Revised pay and prospects of Sub-Deputy Collector and Sub- Registrars. 

*XL. Babu KISHORI MOHAN CHAUDHURI; WiH the Hon’ble 
the Member in charge of the Ai)pointment Department be pleased to 
state from what date the scheme for the improvement of the pay and 
prospects of the Sub-Deputy Collectors and Sub-Registrars will be given 
effect to P 

MEMBER in charge of APPOINTMENT DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler): It is hoped to give effect to the scheme for 
Sub-Registrars from the 1st December, 1921. The decisions of Govern- 
ment with regard to the Subordinate Civil Sei-vice will be made public 

at an early date. 

% 

Expenditure on certain police oases. 

*XLI. Mr. AJOY GHUNDER DUTT: Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Judicial Department be pleiiHed to fiirnisb a 
tttatement of tbe coat incurred by Government during the lost five years 
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in connection with the prosecution of such cases as were under the 
supervision and control of the Additional Le^al Kemembrniicer, and 
also a statement of the cost of the prosecution of similar eases during the 
live years immediately prior to the creation of the post of Additional 
Legal Bemembrancer P 

MEMBER in charge of JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Sir Abd-ur-Rahim): (a) Owing to the abolition of the post of the Addi- 
tional Ijegal Remembrancer, it will take considerable time for the olRce 
to collect the necessary facts. • 

(b) As regards the second part of the question, a statement is laid on 
the table. 


Statement referred to in the reply to starred question No, XLT, 




1 



Oontinfroiieies paid 

1 



Year. 

Namef) of cases. 

(Jounsel and 
Pleader’s fees. 

out of Legal 
Reinenibruiicer's 

Total. 







j biidge*^. 







llH. 

A. 

p. 

Ks. A. 

p. 

Rs. 

A. 

p. 

191M2 ... 

Khnlna-Jessore Gang case 

19,902 

0 

0 

5 4 

0 

19,907 

4 

0 


Howrah Gang case ... ... 

47,870 

0 

0 

1,437 14 

0 

49, .313 14 

0 


MaMa Sedition case. (Kmperor 
veruin Siiieiidra Nath Adhikari). 

Nil 


62 14 

8 

! 52 

14 

8 








Raiendrapur Train Dacoity case 

6,029 

0 

0 

Nil 


6,029 

0 

0 


CRmperor veriur Snresh Chandra 
Sengnpta). 










Munshiganj Bomb case (13m> 

5,114 

0 

0 

Nil 


6,114 

0 

0 


poror vertHs Lalit Chandra Itoy- 
chowdhury). 



Nil 







Dacca shooting case (Emperor 

6,886 

0 

0 


6,886 

0 

0 


venut Nripendra Bhushan 

Chakravutty.) 










lOtb Jat’s case 

256 

0 

0 

Nil 


265 

0 

0 


Dacca Conspiracy appeal 

61,416 

1 

0 

0 

Nil 


61,415 

0 

0 


Total 






1,37,972 

0 

8 

191203 ... 

Dacca Conspiracy cafe 

18,110 

0 

0 

100 0 

0 

1«,210 

0 

0 


10th Jat’s case 

610 

0 

0 

Nil 


610 

0 

u 


Total 






18,720 

0 

0 

191304 ... 

Comilla Dacoity casp ••• 

22,026 

0 

0 

Nil 


22,026 

0 

0 


Barisal Conspiracy case 

7,660 

0 

0 

Nil 


7,650 

0 

0 


Howrah gang case ... 

187 

0 

0 

Nil 


137 

0 

0 


“Hablul Matin" 

680 

0 

0 

NU 


680 

0 

0 


Re pamphlet ** Come over to 

6,780 

0 

0 

Nil 


6,780 

0 

0 


Macedonia and help os." 
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Year. 


1913*14 


1914-15 . 


1916-16 


Names of caaos. 

Oonnsel and 
Pleader’s foes. 

Oontliigenoies paid 
out of Legal 
Remetnbrancor's 
budget. 

Total. 




Rs. A. 

1* 

Rs. A. 

p. 

Rh. 

A. 

p. 

** Amriia Bazar Patrika ” Con- 
tempt case. 

2,620 13 

6 

Nil 


2,620 13 

6 

Madaripur ConHpi|||ipy case 

6,420 

0 

0 

Nil 


6,420 

0 

0 

Nirmal Kanto Hoy’s case 

Mil 



1,200 0 

0 

1,200 

0 

0 

Re Certain Dacca events ^ April 
and May, 1913). 

7,990 

0 

0 

Nil 


7,990 

0 

0 

Confidential opinion 

170 

0 

0 

Nil 


170 

0 

0 

Total ••• 

. ... 





6 J,672 

13 

6 

Nirmal Kanto Roy’s case 

36,518 

0 

0 

1,668 0 

0 

38,186 

0 

0 

Madaripur Conspiracy case 

1,010 

0 

0 

Nil 


1,010 

0 

0 

1 Raja Bazar Bomb case 

77,585 

12 

0 

2,1^ 0 

4 

79,750 12 

4 

1 

j Missing Anns case ... *.. 

1 

61,930 

0 

0 

Nil 


61,930 

0 

0 

Bnranagore Arms Act case 

9,3.57 

0 

0 

Nil 


!),367 

0 

0 

Supplementary Barisal Con- 
spiracy case. 

6,780 

'0 

0 

Nil 


5,780 

0 

0 

Chittagong Murder case ... 

680 

0 

0 

Nil 


680 

0 

0 

Musalmanpara Bomb case ... 

29,110 

0 

0 

360 8 

0 

20,170 

8 

0 

Emperor vertut Sisir Kumar Ghha 
Roy. 

1,000 

0 

0 

Nil 


1,000 

0 

0 

Emperor versus Gopal Chandra 
Roy. 

740 

0 

0 

Nil 


740 

0 

0 

Emperot versus Lai Mohan Roy ... 

1,600 

0 

0 

Nil 


1,600 

0 

0 

Emperor versus Taraprasanna 
Guba. 

Total 

600 

0 

0 

Nil 


500 

0 

0 






2,30,004 

4 

4 

Stolen Arniscase 

39,446 

0 

0 

Nil 


39,446 

0 

0 

Musalmanpara Bomb case 

12,240 

0 

0 

1,106 14 

0 

13,315 14 

0 

Emperor versus Radha Ch. Fra- 
raanik. 

9,776 

0 

0 

Nil 


9,776 

0 

0 

Barisal Conspiracy case 

340 

0 

0 

Nil 


340 

0 

0 

Pragpur and Kalipur Dacoity case 

266 

0 

0 

Nil 


256 

0 

0 

Sibpur Dacoity case 

3,740 

0 

0 

Nil 


»,740 

0 

0 

“ Comrade ” case ... 

1,445 

0 

0 

Nil 


1,446 

0 

0 

Emperor versus Khagendranatb 
Das. « 

256 

0 

0 

Nil 


266 

0 

0 

Emperor versus Prafulla K. Bhat* 
tashali. 

4,760 

0 

0 

Nil 


4,760 

0 

0 

Emperor versus Hiralal Biswas ... 

426 

0 

0 

Nil 


. 426 

0 

*0 

Total 

...... 





78,787 14 

0 


Total 
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Abstract. 


Rfl. A. P. 


1911-12 


... 

... 1,37,972 

0 

8 

1912-13 


• •• 

18,720 

0 

0 

1913-14 


... 

... 53,672 

13 

6 

1914-16 


..a 

... 2,30,004 

4 

4 

1915-16 


... 

73,787 

14 

0 



Total 

... ^ 5,14,167 

0 

6 


Erosion of 

Noakhali 

town. 




*XLII. Babu ANNADA CHARAN DUTTA; (o) Is the Ron’ble 
the Miuistef in charge of the Department of i^iiblic Works aware that 
the erosion of the Noakhali municipality on the east and south-east, 
caused by the tides in the Noakhali khal, has been quicker than before, 
and that it is believed that the courts and other Government buildings 
are likely to be deatroyed within a year and a half? 

(h) Have the Government taken any action, and, if so, what, to recon- 
struct tliese courts and buildings in a safer place? 

((;) Are the Government taking any action, and, if so, what, to stop 
the erosion of the Noakhali khal? 

{(1) Are they taking any steps to erect a bund (embankment) higher 
up? 

(e) (/) Have the Government received any representation from the 
people of Noakhali for erecting such an embankment ; (w) and have the 
local authorities reported on or recommended such action? 

(/) Have the Government sent any river expert to report on such 
report or recommendation ? 

(g) If not, are the Government considering the desirability of sending 
such an expert to examine and report on the matter at once ? 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of PUBLIC WORKS (the 
Hon’bfo the Nawab Saiyid Ali Chaudhurii Khan Bahadur): {a) Yes; the 
rate of erosion is greater than it was last year ; but it differs little from 
the average of the last three years. 

Yes ; if the erosion continues at the present rate. 

(h) liand has been acquired at Sonapur and Maijdi, where temporary 
buildings may be constructed whj|n the necessity arises. 

(c) Observations are being taken, and the result of these will be con- 
sidered after the rainy season. 

(d) No. 

(e) (i) Yes. 

{it) Yes ; the local Public Works Department officers reported on the 
proposal. 
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(/) and (flr) No ; the locality was inspected in August last by the Chief 
Engineer, Public Works Department, who was not in favour of making an 
embankment and diverting the lihal. The question of deputing an officer 
to make a further report will he considered when the observations 
referred to in (c) are completed: 


Muhammailans on the Board of the Calcutta Improvement Trust. 

s 

*XLIII. Mr. 8YED ERFAN ALIS {a) Will the Hon’ble the Min- 
ister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government be pleased to 
state whether any Mussalman member has been appointed lo the Board of 
the Calcutta Improvement Trust since its creation ? 

{h) If not, will thlfe Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state the 
reasons for not appointing a Mussalman? 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: {a) No, but 

Muhammadan members have sat on many of the committees api)ointed 
to hear objections to individual schemes. 

(fe) Tinder section 6 of the Calcutta Improvement Act, Government 
can appoint only four members. In making appointments Government 
endeavour to select those persons who are most competent to assist in 
carrying on the work of the Trust without reference to their religion. 


Scarcity of drinking water in Murshidabad district. 

*XLI V. Mauivi EKRAMUL HUQ: Has the attention of the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Department of Tiocal Self-Government been 
drawn to the great scarcity of water for drinking or irrigation purposes 
in the district of Murshidabad and other places ? 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: Government 
are aware of the complaints on the subject, which are most frequent 
during the hot weather. 


Rangpur cattle farm. 

*XLV. Babu J0CE8H CHANDRA SARKAR: {a) Will the Hon’ble 
the Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries 
be pleased to state in what year the cattle farm at Rangpur was estab- 
lished, and also the total amount expended on it up to date ? 

(ft) Will the Hon’ble the Minister also be pleased to state what the 
object of starting the farm was ? 

(c) Are the ^Government considering the desirability, instead of 
spending money on the maintenance of a farm, of improving the breed 
of Rangpur cattle by annually purchasing suitable stud bulls with the 
amount thus saved? 
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MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of AGRICULTURE and 
INDUSTRIES (the Hon’ble the Nawab Saiyid Nawab All Chaudhurii 
Khan Bahadur); (a) The cattle farm at llangpur was established in 
1914-15, and fhe total expenditure incurred on account of this farm up 
to the Slst March, 1921, amounted to Rs. 2,91,460. 

(h) The farm was started as an exiieriment with the object of ascer- 
taining whether improved cattle could be profitably bred in Bengal, 
as in the past this province has relied very largely on importations from 
Bihar and Upper India, 

The breeding experiments are divided into two parts. In one portion 
of the herd indigenous cows are being crossed with Hissar bulls to see 
whether improvement can be obtained through the sire. In the other 
half local bulls are used on the local cows with a view to ascertaining 
the immediate eiffect of proper food and better treatment. Milk 
records* arc kept of all the cows in the herd, as it is now generally accept- 
ed that a good milking cow is likely to prove a better mother and there- 
fore produce better progeny than a poor milker. Another line of 
work which is being carried out is an investigation into the food of 
cattle and experiments with fodder crops. 

It will be obvious that until several generations of these cattle have 
been observed, it will not be possible to make a reliable pronouncement 
on these experiments. In the meantime, however, valuable experience 
is being gained which will prove of great value in framing our future 
cattle-breeding policy. 

(r) No. 

Formation of union boards in Rangpur. 

•XLVI. Babu JOCE8H CHANDRA 8ARKAR: Will the Hon’ble 
the Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government 
be pleased to state why steps have not been taken to form union boards 
in the district of Rangpur, and also when the constitution of such 
boards is likely to be taken up ? 

The Hon’ble 8ir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: Proposals for 
the constitution of 102 union boards have been received but cannot be 
sanctioned pending the receipt of certain information which has been 
asked for. The local officers are being asked to expedite the supply of 
the information required. 


Unstarred Questions 

(answers to which were laid on the table). 

Chandpur affairs and Government ofllcials’ attituc^. 

170. Babu RI8HINDRA NATM 8ARKAR: {a) Will the Hon’ble 
the Member in charge of the Political Department be pleased to say why, 
and at whose instance, Gurkha soldiers were sent to Chandpur f 


4 
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(6) Who gave the order to the Gurkha soldiers to disperse the coolies 
from the railway platform at midnight when they were sleeping P 

(e) Are the miseries and sufferings of the coolies at Chandpur depicted 
by Mr. Andrews true ? ^ . 

(d) If so, what steps are being taken to alleviate them? 

(e) Is there Jiny truth in the rumour that many of the high Govern- 
ment officials, being shareholders of various tea gardens, are interested' 
to see that the coolies return to the gardens and that, therefore, no 
sympathy is shown by Government to the sufiforings of the coolies, but 
that, on the other hand, oppressive measures vvere taken against them? 

MEMBER in charge of POLITICAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
dir Henry Wheeler): (a) The member is referred to paragraph 3 of the 
communique otthe 7th »Tune. 

(/>) The member is referred to paragraph 4 of the communique. 

(c) and {(1) The member is referred to paragraphs 8, 10, 11, 12, 17 (//') 
of the communique. Since its issue, except some 84 sick who are being 
treated at Chandpur under the arrangements described in the communjique 
all the coolies have been rei>atriated. 

(e) None whatever. If the member has liot in his possession inform- 
ation substantiating the mmour the question is unjustified and improper. 
If the member or his informants will define the insinuation outside the 
Council as implicating any individual. Government will take further 
action. 


Bankura famine. 

171. Babu RI8HINDRA NATH 8ARKAR: {a) Will the llon’ble 

the Member in charge of the Dei>artment of Revenue (Land Revenue) 
be phrased to state the number of times that there has been famine or 
scarcity in the district of Bankura or any part of it during the last ten 
years P 

(6) Have any steps been taken to ascertain how facilities for irrigation 
can be improved in the district P 

(c) If so, will the Government be pleased to state the result? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE [LAND 
REVENUE] (the Hon’ble the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan): 

(a) Famine was declared in the district of .Bankura twice during the 
last ten years, in the years 1916 and 1919. 

(h) Several co-operative Irrigation societies have been formed in the 
district of Bankura with a view to improving irrigation. The Birai river 
project and a project in connection with the proposed Damodar Canal have 
also been investigated by the Irrigation Department. Irrigation rights 
have been recorded in the record-of-rights prepared Ipy the Settlement 
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Officers ; it is hoped that this will facilitate the use of the Bengal 
Agricultural and Sanitary Improvement Act, 1920, for the restoration 
and improvement of irrigation works. 

(c) Six irrigation schemes started by the co-operative societies are 
already in progress. The two projects investigated by the Irrigation 
Department were abandoned as examination showed that they could not 
be accepted as productive or protective. 

Settlement costs in certain districts. 

172. Babu RI8HINDRA NATH 8ARKAR; (a) Will the Ilon’ble 
the Member in charge of Department of Revenue (Land Kevonuc) be 
])leased to state what has been the initial estimate and the final expendi- 
ture in the survey and settlement operations of the districts of — 

(i) Faridpur, 

(it) Dacca, 

(in) Mymensingh, 

(iv) Midnapore, and 

(v) Rajshahi? 

(b) What was the amount recoverable from landlords and raiyats 
under section 114 of the Bengal Tenancy Act, and the amount actually 
recovered, in the districts where the survey and settlement ox)erations 
had recently been finished, viz : — 

(t) Mymensingh, 

(ii) Dacca, 

(m) lifidnapore, 

(iv) Rajshahi, and 

(v) Tippera-Noakhali P 

(c) Is it a fact that the excess recovery in these districts was 
appropriated by the Government of India? 

(d) If so, why have no steps been taken to get the amount back, 
to be constituted into a fund for works of some public utility in the 
districts concerned P 

' ‘ ^ 

ThO Hon’ble the MAHARAMDHIRAJA BAHADUR Of 
BURDWAN: (a) A statement is given below to show (1) the initial 
estimate, and (2) the approxihiate fiiial expenditure in the survey and 
settlement operations of the districts referred to. The initial esti- 
mate is not a detailed estimate, but is a rough estimate based on area. 
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As the accounts ^have l^ot been closed the figures of final ex^^enditure 
are not final 

Last revised estimate Final 

District. 


as approved by 
Government (net). 

expenditare 
ln«). (aj. 


Ra 

Rb. 

Ba. 

Faridpur 

9,16,646 

27,45,547 

26,95,670 

Dacca 

16,00,000 

25.12,845 

23,56,902 

Myrnensingh 

29,00,000 

43,38,069 . 

39,64,160 

Midnapore 

... 17,,*«5,860 

28,44,088 

26,85,0-29 

Rajshahi •*. 

15,25,000 

27,93,709 

29,13,863 


(b) The whole cost of all these operations was legally recoverable, 
finder section 114 of the Bengal Tenancy Act, bnt in accordance with 
the orders of the Government of India, which have been incorporated 
in rule 96 (2) (a) of the Survey and Settlement Manual, proposals 
were framed to bring in three-fourths of the net expenditure. In some 
cases this expenditure was up to the last moment ex])ected to be larger 
than the figures shown in (a). The amount recoverable under the 
principle refeiTed to above and the amount recovered are given in the 
statement noted below : — » 


Dibtrict, 

Amount recoverable 
from landlords and 

Amoti^aoluall 

tenants.'' 

recovered. 


Rb. 

Ra. 

MyrneDsingh ••• 

30,10,097 

.32;42,t63 

Dacca ••• 

17,87,677 

■ ' 22,34,798 

Midnapore 

20,37,677 

22,67,765 

Rajshahi 

22,06,193 

22,3j,868 

Tippera-Noakliali ••• 

15,55,247 . 

16’;04,'370 


(c) It is a fact that the difference between the 4jefi.four|bs, o| the 
net cost as shown in (6) and the amount actually recovered has been 
credited to the Government of India, but, as stated!^ above, the total 
amount credited in all cases is less than the amount advan^d. 

(d) It is by an act of grace that Government do not collect the 
whole cost of settlement operations instituted under section 101 (2), 
Bengal Tenancy Act, from the landlords and tenants, and if three- 
fourt£s of the cost could not be collect^<l im any district, the State would 
have to bear the loss. It would thj^^tere be useless for this Govern- 
ment to claim any refund from .fiiii^Gl^^ornment of India. 

QUilifliwtiom imd ^id oliOi^ of Syb-Regiitrara. 

in*: ll«irabaidft 'l(. H, («) Wifi the 

.jVon'hle ilielUudBter of the Department Educatioa be pleased 
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to state under what minimum qtialifications the appointments of Sub- 
Registrarships are given to candidates ? 

(6) Will the Hon^ble the Minister be pleased to state — 

(/). whether the cases of those candidates who have served in the 
‘‘Indian Defence Force’’ are esjjecially considered; and 

(ii) whether the “ Oversea Services ” of their family members 
during the war are taken into consideration? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) how many candidates, having the qualifications under clause 

(b), were there from Alipore, 24-Parganas, in 1.919 and 
1920 ^^nd 

(ii) how many of these were nominated by the Commissioneis of 
the Division, and how many were taken in, and how many of 
them were Mussulmans ? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state whether the 
cases of the unsuccessful nominees of the Commissioner will be recon- 
sidered at the next selection? 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of EDUCATION (the 
Hon’ble Mr. P. C. Mitter): (a) The member is referred to rules 3, 4 and 
6 of the Rules for appointment in the Registration DepjxTtment, a copy 
of which is Uid on the table. 

(b) (i) The "answer is in the affirmative. 

(ii) The member is referred to rule 6 (c) of the Rules for appoint- 
ment in the Registration Department. 

(o) (i) Three. 

(ii) Thj^ee were nominated by the Commissioner of the Presidency 
Division and one was appointed. One of these, who was not appointed, 
was a Mfiafsalman. 

(3)* '^Tttey will be considered if they are again nominated. 

Rules for appointment in the Registration Department^ referred to in the 
reply to unstarred question No. 173. 

[As corrected up to let September, 1919 — vide notification No. 14T. — ^R., dated 
20th April, 1918, notification No. 2290 Regtn., dated 10th March, 1910, and notifi- 
cation No. 910 T.— R., dated 28th July, 1919.] 

1. The number of probationers to lie appointed in the Registration Department 

will be determined each year by the Gorurnor in Council. The number of appoint- 
ments to be made and the authorities #hon^ nominations for these appointments 
will be made will be notified in the QqjUptta Qrilsffs as soon as possible after the 1st 
August of each year. . ^ 

2. Ordinarily 76 per cent, appointments will be made on the nomination 
of the Commissioners of pivisid^^d ^ |lbr cent, on the nomii^tipn of the Inipeo- 
tor^C^neral of Registra]^ion. The Governor in Council reserves ^e )^weir^ make, 
appointments in exoeptionial cases without calling for nominations, « 
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3. Candidates nominated by the CommisBioner of a Division must ordinarily 
fulfil the following conditions : — 

(a) they must belong to families resident or domiciled in the Division ; 

(b) they must be of good character ; 

(c) they must be of sound health and robust constitution ; 

(d) they must not be under 20 or over 25 years of age on the 31st December of 
the year to which the nominations relate ; 

(e) (t) they must have passed the I. A. or the I. Sc. Examination of the. Calcutta 

University, or the corresponding examinations of any other recognized 
Indian University, or have qualifications declared by Government to be 
equivalent to passing such examinations; or 
(it) they must have passed the higher standard or the final examination of 
the Arabic Department of a recognized Madrassa, and have sufiicient 
knowledge of English for the proper performance of the duties of a Sub- 
Registrar; 

(/) they must be able to read with facility documents written in Bengali. 

4. Candidates nominated by the Inspector-General of Registration must fulfil 
the conditions (b) to (/) in rule 3. 

5. The Commissioners of Divisions and the Inspector-General of Registration 

are not precluded from nominating persons who may not be eligible under rule 3 (d) 
and (e), but whose claims appear for particular reasons to deserve special considera- 
tion, and who have sufficient knowledge of English to enable them to discharge effi- 
ciently the duties of a Sub-Registrar. » 

6. (a) For each appointment allotted to the Division, every District Officer will 
submit to the Commissioner, on or before a date to be fixed by the latter, the names 
of two candidates belonging to families resident or domiciled in his district. In sub- 
mitting these he will give in Form I, appended to these rules, a brief statement of 
the grounds of his recommendations in each case. Form I should. beVgpeompanied 
by a certificate of character and conduct from the Principal of the Institution at 
which the candidate last studied for not less than one year, or from some responsible 
officers of Government, a medical certificate in Form II appended to thos6 rules, 
and evidence of the candidate's age and educational qualifications* 

(b) The Commissioner and the District OfiBcers in his Division will meet on a 
date to be fixed by the Commissioner, and will consider the claims of all the candi- 
dates nominated. *They will also call the candidates before them and see tind con- 
verse with them so as to form an opinion regarding their suitability. The Com- 
missioner will then select two names for each of the appointments to be made on 
his nomination and submit them in order of preference to Government by a date 
not later than the 1st October, stating his reasons for the preference given. With 
his report submitting these names the Commissioner will submit Forms I and II 
for all candidates, entering in each case in the last column of Form I his own 
opinion as to the suitability of the candidate. 

(e) Di making nominations special attention should be paid to soqial qualifica- 
tions and family status and influence, to services rendered by the candidate’s 
father or his family, to the claims of backward communities and to the possession of 
a robust constitution. 

7. ^he Inspector-General of Registration will submit to Government in 
Form I, on or before the Ist October^'^n each year, two names for each appoint- 
ment to be made on his nomination. 

8. Each probationer will get an allowance of Rs. 30 t»er month. Appointments 
in grade Y of Sub-Registrars will beP'^yeii to appr^^fved probationers as vacancies 
in tha 4^re occur. Probationers will, as far as possible, be posted to Offices in the 

T 1 
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Division to which they belong; but aftdr oonfimation they will be liable to trans^ 
fer at any time to any offioe in the Province at the discretion of Government. 

9. The Governor in Council may, in special cases, declare the period of 
probation to be unnecessary and may also make direct appointments to the higher 
grades of Sub-Registrars. 


Fobm I. 

Coluian 1 , — ^Name of candidate and address in full. 

Column 2. — ^Father’s name, profession or occupation and address in full. 

Column d. — ^Religion and caste or race. 

Column .(.--^Date of birth (day and month to be given). 

Column 5 , — ^Educational qualifications. 

Column 6 . — Other information regarding the candidate (physique, moral cha- 
racter, preseiit occupation, etc.), including a declaration whether or not he has 
at any time been pronounced unfit for Government employment by the Medical 
Board at the India Office, or any other duly constituted medical authority. 

Column 7. — A memorandum of the status and services of members of the 
family. 

Column 8 , — Special claims for consideration. 

Column 9 , — ^Remarks indicating degree of District Officer’s personal knowledge 
of candidate and sources of information about him, with Commissioner’s opinion 
as to the suitability of the candidate. 


Fobm II. 

IRengal Giril Medical Department Form No. 89.] 

[Medical Certificate under Bengal Government Resolution No. 3399 Medl., dated 

the 30th June, 1897.] 

Special Certificate of Physical Fitness for Government Service, 

I, *do hereby certify that I have examined , a candidate for 

employment in His age is by his own statement years, 

and by appearance years. 

(а) GenerMii conformation. (g) Spleen. 

(б) Vision. (k) Hernia, present or absent, f 

(c) Hearing. (t) Hydrocele, present or absent, f 

(d) Lungs. 0) Glycosuria, present or absent, f 

(e) Heart. (k) Albuminuria, present or absent. 

(/) Liver. (1) Distinguishing marks. 

1 consider that he is of sound health and good physique, and capable of bearing 
fatigue and exposure, and that he is fit to enter the service of Government, t 
1 consider him unfit to enter the service of Government for the reason given 
at t 


Place. 


Date ' 

* Designatfon of Medical Olilcer. 
t Strike oat «« piesent” or “ abseat ’ 
oes ooes not apply. . « 


I ' Civil Surgeon. 

lu Wf (t>, (i), (k), and whichever of the conohiding senten- 

L; Boi^, 

Soerotary to the Gooemment of Bengai. 
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Number of river daeoities end the work of river polioe. 

1 74. Nawebzada K. M. AFZAL, Khan Bahadur : Will the Hou’ble the 
Member ia charge of the Police Department be pleased to lay on the 
table a statement showing — 

(^i) the number <of river daeoities committed year by year in 
Bengal since the introduction of the river police system; 

(b) the number of such cases year by year detected by the river 

police; and 

(c) the number of cases in which the river police interfered on the 

spot and prevented the commission of daeoities or similar 
crimes P 

MEMBER in oharg^ of POLICE DEPARTMENT (tho HonPble 
Sir Henry Wheeler) S (a) The river police system is in force only 
ill the river districts of Eastern Bengal. It was initiated in 1912 on 
a small scale, and has been gradually extended since; the scheme has 
not yet been completely introduced. The number of river daeoities 
reported in the districts in which the river police are employed is — 


1912 ... 17 

1913 .... 16 

1914 ... 40 

1916 ... 32 

1916 ... 37 

1917 ... 11 

1918 ... 18 

1919 ... 16 

1920 ... 11 

1921 (to date) .. 3 


(b) The river police is not employed on the investigation of crime. 
It is a preventive force which affords protection on the main waterways 
by means of patrols and its floating police-stations. 

(c) There has been no occasion on which the river poli^ intervened 
when a dacoity was being committed. Information regarding the work 
of the river police is contained in paragraph 14 the annual report 
on the police administration. 

Assistant Jailors. 

175. Nawabzada K. M. AFZAL, Khan Bahadur: (a) Will the 
Hon’bie the Member in cl^rge of the Department of Revenue /(Jails), be 
pleased to state — 

(«) the nupiber of temporary assistant jailors appointed as proba* 
tijpnaiy ascfistant jailors on the 29tb March, 1920, on the 
reorganisation of the jail service; 



298 


QUESTIONS. 


[7th July 


(it) the period for which they will have to serve as probationary 
assistant jailors before their confirmation to the of 

assistant jailors; and 

(iii) the reasons for not reckoning their periods of services for 
which they served as temporary assistant jailors and sub. 
pro tern, probationers P 

(6) Is the Hon'ble the Member aware that in many jails the pro- 
bationary assistant jailors have not been provided with any quarters in 
the jail premises, and that they live outside, and that no house rent is 
given P 

(c) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state the reason for 
not allowing the assistant jailors to keep cows in the jail premises at 
their own expense P 

(d) Is it a fact that each jailor is allowed to keep two cows and two 
calves at a time for the supply of milk P 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE [JAILS] 
(the Hon’ble Sir Abd-Uf-Rahim): (a) (i) None; but four temporary 
assistant jailors were appointed as assistant jailors on probation. 

(w) Ordinarily they will be on probation for two years. 

(m) In accordance with the conditions of their appointment, 
though they qjre admitted to the cadre of assistant jailors, they must 
render service for not less than two years on the:ir probationary pay. 

(b) The number of assistant jailors and probationers having been 
increased from 64 to 77, Oovernment quarters are not available for all. 
Probationers are given quarters only when they are available. The 
Jail Code rules do not provide for the grant of free quarters, to proba- 
tioners and they are not given house rent. 

(c) Rule 1098 of the Bengal Jail Code may be seen. 

(d) Yes, under the same rule' 1098. 

Practice of phooka ” bn milch cows in Calcutta. 

176. iabu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Police Department be pleased to state what steps 
have been taken to prohibit the practice of phooka on niilch cows of 
Calcutta ? 

{h) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state what steps have 
been taken to establish and maintain charitable veterinary dispensaries 
in Calcutta P 

Tha Hcn*bl0 8ir HENRY WHEELER, (a) The member is referred 
to the answer given to unstarred question* No. 4 (c) {v) on the 7th 
February last. 

{h) In Calcutta there is a veterinary hospital attached to the Bengal 
"Veterinary College which affords free treatment of cattle belonging to 
other than well-to-do people.'^ . 
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Nomination of eandidatoo from Chittagong for provincial and suboidinate 
civil services and excise service. 

177. Munshi AYUB ALiS(a)Will the Hon’ble the Member in 
charge of the Appointment Department be pleased to state the total 
number of candidates nominated by the District Magistrate, Chittagong, 
in September, 1920, for each of the following services : — 

(1) provincial civil service; 

* (2) subordinate civil service; and 

(3) excise service? 

(b) Of the total candidates selected for each department by the Dis- 
trict Magistrate, Chittagong, how many were Muhammadans and ho\\ 
many from among these Muhammadan candidates have been appointed P 

(c) Do the Government take into consideration the proportion of 
Moslem population of the district at the time of recruiting ofdcers in the 
above services ? 

{d) If so, will the Hon*ble the Member be pleased to give a list ot 
Muhammadan officers, having their domicile in the district of Chittagong, 
in the provincial and subordinate civil services, together with a list of 
Muhammadan officers recruited hitherto through nomination from the 
same district in the gazetted excise service P* 

The Hon’ble Sir HENRY WHEELER: (a) {1) One; 

{2) One. 

(3) Two for superintendentships and two for inspectorships. 

(&) The nominees for the provincial and subordinate civil services 
were both Muhammadans, and two of the nominees for the excise service 
were Muhammadans. None of them were appointed. 

(c) No. 

{d) The question doee not arise. 

Alleged employment of dismissed Government.servant as the Government 

mukhtear at Pirojpur. 

178. Mauivi AZAHARUDDiN AHMED: (a) Is the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Judicial Department aware that Munshi Maha- 
fezuddin Ahmed, mukhtear of Pirojpur subdivision, , in the district of 
Bakarganj, has recently been appointed as a Government mukhtear? 

(b) Is it a 'fact that he was a settlement kanungo and was dismissed, 
being accused under section .498, or a similar section, of the Indian Penal 
Code? 

«(c) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state whether there 
is any rule against the employment in Government service of a dismissed 
officer P 

ThoH^’btpair ABD-UR-RAHIM: (a) No. MunsH^ahafezuddin 
Ahmed, mukhtear of Pirojpur subdivision in the district of Bakarganj, 
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has not been appointed Government niukhtear. He was engaged on 30th 
April, 1921, by the Subdivisional Officer of Pirojpnr, with the approval 
of the Additional District Magistrate of Bakarganj to conduct a few crim- 
inal cases when the services of a court sub-inspector were not available. 
His engagement was subject to the sanction of the Legal Hemembrancer. 

(b) It is a fact that he was a settlement kanungo and he was dis- 
missed from the service. But the Government have no information that he 
was accused under section 498 or a similar section of the Indian Penal 
Code. 

(c) The rule against the employment in Government service of a dis- 
missed officer has no application in cases like the present* 

\ 

Hill Journey of the Director of Agriculture. 

178. Babu BHABENDRA CHANDRA RAY: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
the Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries 
be pleased to state the number of days on which the Director of Agricul- 
ture, Bengal, was at Kalimpong or other hill stations during the current 
summer session? 

(b) Is the Hon’ble the Minister aware that the jute crop this year is 
undergoing a crisis and that there is considerable uneasiness among the 
agricultural people on account of unfarourable weather conditions, etc. ? 

(o) If so, will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state what steps 
the Director of Agriculture took to keep himself in constant personal touch 
with the situation ? 

(d) What was the urgency of the work which took him to the hills? 

The Hon'blotho Nawab 8A1YID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, Khan 
Bahadur: (a) Twenty-fire days. 

(b) No definite information can be given till the 13th July, when an 
estimate of the area sown under jute in Bengal and a geneWl survey of the 
prospects will be published in the preliminary forecasts of this crop. 

(c) The situation is being watched, as in. previous years, through the 
agency of the local Agricultural Ofiicers and Divisional Superintendents 
of Agriculture, who are constantly on tour in the jute-growing areas. 

(d) The Director of Agriculture visited Kalimpong for the purpose of 
inspecting the dmnonstration farm and the various agricultural demon- 
stration centrea in the Government estates, and in order to discuss with 
the Imperial Protoeoologist the question of the establishment of an 
Imperial research silk institute in the hills. He was requested to be at 
Darjeeling for a short time to discuss with Government certain important 
questions. 

IndianMng th« Agrieuttural Dapartnimt 

180. Bibu BHABBNBRA CHANDRA RAY: (a) Will Cie Hon’ble 
the Minister in charge of the Department oi Agriciilture and Industries 



QDESTIONS- 


301 


1921.1 


be pleased to state bov many of the Pi-ovincial Agricultural Service men 
in Bengal have had a training in foreign Universities, and whether it is a 
fact that some of them have had a brilliant academic career there ? 

(b) Has the attention of the Hon’ble the Minister been drawn to the 
various editorial articles and correspondence in the Bengalee, Amrita 
Bazar Patrika, Englishman, etc., on the question of appointing more 
Indians to the higher posts in the Bengal Agriculture Department P 

(o) What steps have been taken to Indianise the Department in the 
manner recommended by the Public Service Commission? 

TheHon’blethe NawabSAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUVHURIp Khan 
Bahadur: (a) A statement showing the officers of the Provincial Agricul- 
tural Service who have had a training in foreign Universities and the dis- 
tinctions gained by them is laid on the table. 

{h) The attention of Government has been drawn to certain letters 
which appeared in the Amrita Bazar Patrika on the 19th, 20th and 22nd 
May) 1920. 

(c) The appointment of officers to. the Indian Agricultural Service 
rests with the Secretary of State for India. The Provincial and Subordi- 
nate Agricultural Services are entirely manned by Indian officers. 

Statement referred to in the reply to unstarred question No, 180 (a). 

game of officer?. iidacatiojial attainments. 

l! Mr. Dwija Das Diitta (now ofliciatitig B.Sc. (Cul.), M.6.A. (Cornell, 

for 2 lid Economic Botanist) U.S.A.). 

2. Mr. Nageudra Nath Qupta . B.A. (Cal.), B.Bc. (Ediu.). 

3. Jadu Nath Sarkar M.S.A. (Japan). 

4. Dari Prasad Mitra M.S.A. (Cornell, U.S.A ) 

Sericulture research subsidies and Miss Cleghorn’s practical work. 

181. BabU BHABENDRA CHANDRA RAY: <a) Will the Hon’ble 
the Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries 
be pleased to state for how many years, and at what rates annually, did 
Miss Cleghorn of the Sericulture Department receive subsidies for seri- 
culture research? 

. (b) What are Miss Cleghorn’s educational qualifications and train- 

ing for conducting research work ? 

(c) Has anything been recorded to show what work of definite value 
has been done by her up to date, and any results of practical importance 
that have been obtained by her so far? 

(d) What is the reason for having her headquarters at Calcutta 
instead of in a place of sencultural interest, as for instance, Berhampore, 
Maldc, Bajshahi or Birbhum ? 

The Hon'blethc Nawab 8AIYIO NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI. Khan 
BMiadUr: (a) 1914-16, Bs. 6,615; 1915-16, Bs.6,*0(K); 1916.17, Bs. 20,782 
1917-18, Bs. 20,700; 1918-19, Be. 20,700; 1919-20, Bs. 20,700; 1920-21 
Bs. 16,500, 
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(h) Miss Cleghorn is a Fellow of the Linnean, Entomological and 
Zoological Societies of London, and is a member of the British Geological 
Society and of the Asiatic Society of Bengal. She has also taken a course 
in Agricultural Science. She has studied silk-worms for about 19 years. 

(c) The work involves a complete and detailed study of silk-worms, 
of which the production of hybrids is one branch. An observation made 
by Miss Cleghorn has been made the basis of a valuable method of selec- 
tion, whereby the eggs of moths preserving the greatest vitality are used 
in the production of seed cocoons for distribution to rearers. Tests are in 
progress as to the suitability of her races for distribution among the 
rearers. 

(d) Miss Cleghorn has been allowed to carry on her experiments in 
Alipore in view of the fact that she has been in possession of a nursery and 
laboratory there since her father’s time. 


Privately-owned ineanitary tanks. 

182. Babu BROJENDRA KMHOR RAY CHAUDHURI: (a) Will 
the Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Ijocal Self-Gov- 
ernment be pleased to make a statement showing the number of private 
tanks reported to be insanitary by the Sanitary Inspector in each district, 
aud the action taken l^y the District Board in each instance ? 

{h) In how many instances have the requests for clearing the tanks 
been complied with by the owners of insanitary tanks P 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: A statement 
compiled from the^ reports received from District Boards, is laid on the 
table. 


Statement ref erred to in the answer to unstarred question No. 182 sHowing 
the number of tanks reported to he insanitary in each district^ the 
action taken by the District Board in each case^ etc. 


Name of district. 

Nai)ibcr of 
private 
tanks 
reported 
to be 
insanitary 
daring 
192021. 

Action taken by District 
Board. 

Instances 
in which 
requests for 
clearing 
tanks were 
complied 
with. 

Remarks. 

Uurdwan 

... 


... 

There is no Sanitary 
Inspector. 

Birbhum 

... 



... 

Xh6re was no Sapitary 
Inspector daring the 
last financial year. 

Bankura 

16& 

The owrer of each tank 
was asked to clear it 
at his own cost 

125 

The rest were not 
cleared for Tarious 
reasons such as labour 
not being available, 
the filling up of tanks 
by rain water, etc. 
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Name of district. 

Number of 
private 
tanks 
reported 
to be 
insanitary 
during 
1920-21. 

Action taken by District 
Board. 

Instances 
in which 
requests for 
clearing 
tanks were 
complied 
with. 

Remarks. 

Midnapore 

Nil 

1 

Nil 

Nil 



Hooghly 


24-Pargaiia9 


64 la 18 cased notices 

were issued by Local 
Boards and ’ in 41 
cases by Union 
Boards, requesting 
owners to clear them. 

77 Owners were requested 

to clear the tanks. 

381 Notices were issued for 

clearing in 8 cases 
and verbal instruc- 
tions in 160 cases. 

Owners of 3 tanks were 
requested to clear 
them. 


(The District Board 
has 110 information 
regarding the rest ) 


Mnrshidahad 


Mymensingli 

Faridpur 

Bakarganj 

Chittagong 


Owners were instrnctedf 
through the Sanitary 
Inspector to clear the 
tanks. 

Owners were requested 
to clear the tanks. 


1 under the 
orders 
of the 
S.D.O., 
Batkl ira. 



Notices were served 
upon the owners of 
all the tanks. 


There is no Sanitary 
Inspector and no 
private tanks have 
DtHjn reported to be 
insanitary. 


No report was made. 


There is no Sanitary 
Inspector. 

Seven private tanks 
were . found to be 
insanitary and have 
been cleared at the 
cost of the Board. 
Fifty-fonr private 
tanks have also been 
cleansed at the cost of 
the Board. There is 
no Sanitary Inspector 
under the Board. 


Tippera 


There is no Sanitary 
Inspector. 
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Nam . of district. 

Number of 

1 private 
tanks 
reported 
to be 

iiiBanitary 

during 

1920-21. 

Action taken by District 
Board 

Instances ' 
in which 
requeets for 
dealing 
tanks were 
complied 
with. 

Kumar&b. 

I 

Noakhali 

... 


... 

No Sanitary Inspector 
lias been api>ointed by 
the Board. 

Hajgbahi 

23 

1 

Noticea were issued on 
the ownerd to clear 
the tanks. 

4 


Diiiajpnr ... 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 


Jalpaitfuri 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

There are no tanks in 
the district., the water 
of which is used for 
drinking purposes 

except one, and none 
were reported to be 
insanitary. 

ilangpur 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 


Bogra 

16 

In two cases owners 
were requested to 
clear them. 

Nil 

The District Board 
i-cportB that a by-law 
is necessary to enforce 
the orders of the 
Chairman. 

Pabiia 




It is reported that 
nothing lias been done 
in respect of privihte 
tanks as tbe Board 
have no statutory 

power to compel 

owners to clear their 
tanks. 

Malda 

33 

N otices requiring 

owners to clear the 
tanka were issued in 
all cases. 

18 



Number of students from Eastern Bengal admitted into Calcutta Medical 

Goliege. 

183. Babu BROJENDRA KI8HOR RAY CHAUDHURI: (a) Will 
the Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Gov- 
ernment be pleased to make a statement showing the total number of 
students admitted into the Calcutta- Medical College during each of the 
last five yearo, and how many of them came from the Dacca, Bajshahi and 
Chittagong Divisions? 

(6) Are the Government aware of the dissatisfaction that has been 
expressed in the newspapers at the non-representation of Eastern Bengal 
on the Selection Committee for admission into the Calcutta Medical Ck>l> 
lege this year? 
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The Hon’bleSir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) The member 
is referred to the statement laid on the table in answer to unstarred ques- 
tion No. 185 asked by Babu Indu Bhushan Dutta. 

(b) I have seen a letter expressing dissatisfaction on this account 
which was published in a Calcutta newspaper on the 6th June, but I am 
not aware of any general feeling of dissatisfaction. On the contrary, I 
think the appointment of the committee has given public satisfaction. 


Uniform weights and measures. 

184. Babu BROJENDRA K18HOR RAY CHAUDHURI: Will the 
Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of liocal Self-Govern- 
ment be pleased to state what steps are being taken to maintain uniform 
weights and measures in the different districts of the Presidency? 

TheHon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: The following 
remarks are quoted from the report of a special committee wlii<*h was 
appointed in 1913 by the Government of India to inquire into the ques- 
tion of the feasibility of securing the use of uniform weights and measures 
in India : — 

It is well known that the weights and measures of India have never 
been settled upon an organized system for the country as a whole, or for 
provinces. . . . During the last 40 years the Government of India 

and the Provincial Governments have attempted to solve the problem of 
weights and measures. By section 8 of the Indian Weights and Measures 
of Capacity Act (XXXI of 1871) the Gavernor-General in Council was 
empowered to introduce a system of weights and measures of capacity 
consistent with a statutory unit prescribed by section 3. . . . Al- 

though this Act has been in existence for more than 42 years, no notifi- 
cations have yet been issued under it, because it was hoped that weights 
and measures based on the statutory unit would be gradually and general- 
ly adopted without further intervention on the part of Government. 
This pious hope, however, has not been realized, although the Indian 
railways and Government departments have adopted as standards the 
tola of 180 grains, the seer of 80 tolas, and the maund of 40 seers.’’ 

A reference was recently made to the Government of India, which 
has replied that the recommendations made by the Weights and 
Measures Committee are under their consideration. 

An extract* frouji.the report showing the w’eights and measures in 
Bengal is laid on the library table. 

Nimibor of oandidates admittod in Calcutta Medical College from each 

Division. 

185. Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: Will the Hon’ble the Minis- 
ter in charge of the I)epartment of Local Self-Government be pleased to 

^ *Not printed in these Proceedings. 
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lay on the table a statement showing, division by division, the number 
of candidates belonging to each of the five territorial divisions of Bengal 
that were admitted into the Calcutta Medical College during the last five 
years? 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: A statement is 
laid on the table. 

Statement referred to in the reply to unstarred question No. 185 showing^ 
division hy division^ the number of candidates^ belonging to each of 
the five territorial divisions of Bengal^ that tvere admitted into the 
Calcutta Medical College^ during the last five years. 


Names of Divisions. 


Year. 

Prcfiidency. 

Burdwan. 

Rajsliahi. 

Dacca. 

Chittagong. 

1916-17 

69 

36 

5 

24 

3 

1917-1<8 

57 

32 

9 

28 

6 

1918-19 

56 

32 

11 

28 

12 

1919-20 

61 

45 

9 

23 

5 

1920-21 

68 

43 

11 

14 

12 


Tours by the distriot agricultural ofilears. 

186. Mauivi EKRAMUL HUQ: Will the Hon’ble the Minister in 
charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries be pleased to 
say whether the Government are considering the desirability of stopping 
long tours by the district agricultural officers, and of directing them to 
keep a mufassal diary to show — 

(i) the villages where they stopped ; 

(it) the important persons they met with, and 
(Hi) the result of their tour in the villages P 

The Hon’ble the Nawab SAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURIp Khan 
Bahadur: District agricultural officers are not permitted to make un- 
necessary tours. 

They are at present required to submit tour diaries, in which the 
details suggested are furnished. 

Resoiutlons 

(under the rules for the discussion of matters of general public interest). 
The Bengal Tenancy Act. 

Babu BHI8MADEV DAS: This Councii recommends to the 
Government that a Committee consisting of some non-official memblerA 
of this Council, the Director of Land Becords and some Settleinent 
Officers and Provincial Judicial Officers be formed to consider and report 
what amendments are nejsded in the Bengal Tenancy Act.’’ 
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That the Legielature has not been able to keep pace with the growing 
needs of the community is OTident from the fact that the High Court after 
repeated requests in their judgments to the Government to take up 
legislation to clear up conflicting rulings on some matters, felt the need 
of constituting a special Bench last year and did, under colour of explain- 
ing the real law, what in effect was legislation. It would not be a healthy 
sign for the constitution if the Judiciary would take up the work of 
legislature or that the latter would take the work of the former. The 
high purpose which animated the members of the Civil Service, who 
tried to protect the raiyats against the oppression of the zamindars and 
to give some sort of status to the raiyats is evident from the Bengal 
Tenancy Act. The sympathy for the cultivators of the soil is so broad 
and deep that it manifests itself in many sections of the enactment. But 
the legislators did not bring into service as high a skill in draftsmanship 
as of' genuine sympathy. The defects are many and I need enumerate 
only a few. 

The enactment is silent as to heritahility of under-raiyati holdings. 
Under-raiyats were permitted by local custom to acquire right of occu- 
pancy. But whether such a right is heritable or not does not appear 
from the enactment. Then, again, there is no, provision for enhancing 
the rent of an under-raiyat having occupancy right even when his 
landlord, the raiyat, has to pay enhancement. The Act is silent as to 
the effect of dispossession by landlord and the Courts in Bengal have 
felt compelled to apply the English law on the subject. This recourse 
to a complicated system is undesirable in the interest of simplicity. 
The provision of payment of rent through the Court, or through the 
post-office to landlords who are unwilling to accept rent and are beni 
on harassing the raiyats has proved illusory. Service of notice of 
deposit of rent is very difficult for the tenant to prove. Courts are not 
unanimous on the view whether the postal j^eon's note of refusal on 
the money-order form would itself be sufficient proof of non-acceptance. 
It would be ruinous for the tenant to attempt to prove remittance and 
refqsal by examining the officers of the post-office. It has been held 
that the landlord is not bound to accept a remittance or a 
deposit if it exceeds the actual arrear by a single pice or if it falls short 
by any amount. The provision for the distraint of crops is a very power- 
ful engine of oppression in the hands of tyrannical landlords. The 
absence 6f any provision for acquisition of right of occupancy in. areas, 
which have not been made part of any village has proved a great hard- 
ship to the lot of the cultivators in the reclaimed areas of the Sundarbans, 
large fSracts of which reclaimed about 50 years ago are even now des- 
cribed as lot numbers such and such, and the tenants there have to depend 
for continuance of their residency and cultivation upon the sweet will of 
the landlords . or more properly of their subordinate officers. 
Tlje provision about*the effect of written registered leases or mortgagef 
by raiyats is so incomplete and anomalous that one has to refer to rulings 
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instead of the enactments in order to understand how the law stands. 
This, in my view, is also undersirable. The law should be clear and 
definite and should not leave a large range of discretion to judges amongst 
whom there is a great diversity of views and temperament. There is no 
definition of ahwah in the Act.. The proviso to sectioa 66 also operates 
very harshly on the under-raiyat. 

Further, I would say that so long as holdings are not made freely 
transferable, the raiyats cannot feel that those are their own. They 
cannot sell them in time of need and even by sale they cannot realise the 
full value of their lands as a good slice of it is taken by the landlord. 
Holdings sold in mortgage sales do not bring their proper value as it is 
not known whether the landlord would recognise the transfer or what 
salami he would demand. It would be adding insult to injury to say that 
the raiyats are improvident and that they do not know how to protect 
their holdings from the clutches of rapacious money-lenders. Apart 
from the defects, some of which I have just enumerated, the movement of 
time has rendered it necessary to give a higher and better status to the 
raiyats. They have not the power to fell trees which have been grown by 
them ; they cannot build any masonry construction without the landlords^ 
consent. My zainindar friends in this Council will bear me out when I 
say that even the construction of some brick steps leading to their rooms 
to prevent stumbling down in the rainy season requires propitiation, of 
not only the zamindars but of their underlings. We hear much of the 
scarcity of good drinking water, of the need for excavation of tanks and 
for other sanitary measures. Even those raiyats who have the means 
and the inclination to remove the distress of their neighbours by excava- 
tion of a tank cannot do it on account of the salami the amount of which 
depends directly upon the degree of want felt in the village for drinking 
water. I ask this Council to consider whether the dearth of good drink- 
ing water in this province is not mainly duo to this cause. I think I can 
assure this Council that if this disability is removed the number of tanks 
supplying good drinking water will increase by leaps and bounds. 

Sir, the time has come for the leaders of the province to show some- 
thing more than profession of sympathy and to remove the impression 
that the cry for sanitation, health, better housing is not a cant but is 
really felt. Would you believe that some landlord in one locality haf 
taken from the tenants kahuliyats by which they renounced the claim for 
the fruits of trees grown by them and which had been enjoyed by them 
iot ? Sir, if we want to save this country from the 

upheavals suffered in Bussia and the neighlmuring countries, the vision- 
ary versions of which are reaching the ears of the cultivators of Our 
country,, it is high time that we should take a bold and vigorous step to 
save the country from a violent convulsion. 

The Committee proposed to be appointed will be free to consider these 
and other questions which may, come up before them. 
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lAStlyrI teipiectfully suggest, as it is not mention^ in my 

resolution, that the Gorernment, while appointing the Committee in 
case the resolution is accepted, might fix a time>limit say, at least three 
months within which the Report of the Committee should come before 
tli'e Council. 

As to the formation of the Committee, I leave it to the discretion of 
the Oovernment to' appoint non*official members who, I hope, will re- 
present the interests of the landlords and tenants. The presence of 
the Director of Land Records and some Settlement Officers and Judicial 
Officers udll he of valuable assistance to the Committee on account of 
theii^ experience in dealing with these problems. 

With these few words, I commend my resolution to the acceptance 
, of the Council. 

Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: On behalf of the landlords 
itt Bengal, whom I have the honour to represent in this Council, I accord 
my hearty support to the resolution s(ffar as it relates to the appointment 
of a committee and also to its aim and object. The present Bengal 
Tenancy Act was passed 36 years ago. It covered an extensive area 
including the provinces of Bengal, Bihar and Orissa and a part of Assam. 
It was enacted at a time when the legislators themselves had only an 
imperfect knowledge of the incidence of the Bengal Tenancy. Conse- 
quently, many of its provisions have since been found to be 
extremely vague and indefinite and in some iTuportant aspects even 
contrary to the local usage and custom. As a result, a formidable crop 
of conflicting High Court rulings have come into existence and rendered 
the Act much more cumbrous and complex. And it is keenly felt by every 
one interested in the matter that to conform with the actual condition 
and to suit the present-day requirements oi the country, the existing 
Tenancy Act shottld be thoroughly overhauled. This, however, cannot 
b^ effected without a thorough inquiry by a competent committee into 
the whole system of land tenure in Bengal, as well as the effects of the 
working of the present Act. It was for this reason that, in the old Coun- 
cil, I myself gave notice of a resolution praying for the appointment of 
shek a committee to inquire and suggest adequate measures. My reso- 
lution was withdrawn on the understanding that the Government too 
waa contemplating an inquiry and only waited for the Settlement Reports 
of some df the important districts in each Division before taking the neces*^ 
sarjr notion in the matter. I am therefore very glad to find 
a eimil^.reeolv1»ion has been brought before the House by the repre- 
sentative of great community which is mainly agricultural by occupa- 
tion ahd . ctestitqtes a very large portion of our tenancy. 

t ^ ready to appoint a 

Ai Reports of any of the 

and Presidency Divisions have hot 



310 


THE BEN&AL TENANCY ACT. 


LTTH.JmiT 


been published yet, I attach a special unportance to these repotts 
because conditions differ widely from district to district. Great care has 
been taken by the Settlement Department to collect accurate information, 
of the incidence of tenancy in the districts where settlement operations 
have been completed. As such, these reports are almost indispensable 
to any inquiry into the land laws of Bengal. 

Now one word about the personnel of the committee. This is the 
only objectionable feature in the hon^ble mover's resolution. The com- 
mittee must be a strong and representative one. The Rent Commission 
of 1880 was presided over by Mr. H. L. Dampier, the then Senior Member 
of the Board of Revenue, a very high and honourable post of those days, 
and all the other members of the committee were high Government offi- 
cials or shining luminaries of the Bench and the Bar, and though the 
landed interests, were poorly represented on the committee, it included 
one of the ablest members of our community — I mean Raja Peary Mohan 
Mukherjee. The committee suggested by the mover seems to me to be 
rather poor and to a certain extenWine-sided. Such a committee should 
be presided over by a person having wide reputation for justice and fair- ' 
mindedness and not below the rank of a High Court Judge. If I may be 
permitted to make a suggestion I would suggest that the committee 
should be presided over by the present Revenue Member himself than 
whom, a greater friend of the raiyats and a fiiore just and liberal-minded 
landlord and official, it is hard to get. Sir, the committee must xiroceed 
to ‘Work with an open and unbiased mind. It must work for the common 
good of the raiyats and the zamindars and it must not make any suggest 
tion that might embitter our relations. If the present condition of the 
country requires any interference with the long established usage or cus- 
tom of the country or the vested interests of the tenants and landlords, 
it should provide for adequate compensation to the affected party. 

Sir, in this connection, I would like to refer to a practice which is 
indulged in, in season and out of season, to vilify the zamindars as a 
class by some members of the Council who pose as friends of the. raiyats, 
but, in reality, are not the friends of the raiyats of the cultivator class who 
are the backbone of our tenantry* but of the so-called raiyats of ^tbe 
mahajan and usurious money-lender class who are displacing the real 
raiyats. Sir, I admit that this class of raiyats do not like the zamindars 
and perhaps they are justified in not liking us because we, too, do not 
like them. Sir, we do not care what these people think of us and We 
can veiy^ell afford to ignore their onslaughts against us because we are 
quite secure and in full enjoyment of love, affection and confidmice pf ,the^ 
real raiyats of the land. I# a proof is needed, I point out to the ccunpoi^ 
tipn of this Oouimil. There is not a single row of benches in$ tl4s 
which does not contain a landlord^ and it is by the votps i;^;the 
thi|t they have able to^ pome, hem and would to Ooi) 

continue to : do so. M ^we. wore. reoBy pamperi^ 
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' of Ilio ^iyatB'they would have hardly aent 110 hare to represeni 

thoin. , 

. It might be said that illiterate, ignorant and overawed tenants were 
forced to return us, but who do you think is the representative of the 
XTniversity of Calcutta. He is a big zamindar, 1 mean Rai Jogendra 
. Chunder Ghose Bahadur. Who are the chosen /epresentatives of Indian 
Oo^merce here? Baja Beshee Case Law and Mr. Tarit Bhusan Boy 
whO'are both big zamindars.. Did we force the hands of the Governmeni 
to nominate two of their ablest Ministers from our community? Who is 
. here to defend the interests of the tenants on behalf of the Government ? 
It is the premier zamindar of Bengal. Sir, if we were really the enemies 
of the raiyats, could we have secured the confidence not only of the raiyats 
themselves but also of the University graduates, commercial people and 
the Government P Sir, I would not detain the House any longer I only 
. wanted to show our true position in relation to our tenants and that we 
could not enjoy this confidence and this regard if we only exploited our 
raiyats. 

Sir, we, the zamindars, will support the resolution if the mover agrees 
to leave the selection of the committee in the hands of the Government 
and also if the Government thinks that the tifiie is ripe for the appoint- 
ment of a committee. 

The Hon’ble the MAHAftAdADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: I rise at this stage for two reasons—first of all, probably 
by explaining as to what the attitude of Government is, will clear up 
the atmosphere, and secondly, that it might help to make the flow of 
speeches a little less. 

The question has been engaging the attention of Government for a 
good number of years as to the. lines on which the Bengal Tenancy Acl 
could be further amended especially in connection with the position of 
occupancy raiyats. I am sorry that although the Bill that was intrpr 
duced the other day by Maulvi Yakuinuddin Ahmed had many serious 
defects, yet it was not allowed fo be introduced in this Council for the 
simple reason that if it had been permitted to go to the stage of collect- 
ing opinions, it might have assisted Government in getting hold of the 
requirements that are urgently needed to amend the Bengal Tenancy 
Act. However it is most welcome to me to find my friend Kumar Shib 
Shekhar^war Bay speaking on behalf of the landlords’ representatives 
in this Council in support of the proposal of a committee. That is the 
right spirit to take, if I may say so, for in these days it -would never do 
for thd 'zamindars to take up an attitude of hostility or of obselute con- 
' We have got to move on with the times. I welcome the 
sp^g^^tion ihat has come from the mover of this resolution tirith regard 
^ the appointment of a committee to inquire into the requirements of the 
1l|e]D!^^^^hahcy ^ct in the way of further amendments. I hope my 
KuiimVj^ will get angry with me, when I say that I thank 
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him cordially for having said a good word for the Settlement Depart- 
ment, because when he opposed me with regard to the grants for' the 
survey and settlement Operations, he certainly did not pay the Settle- 
ment Department the same compliment which he has done to-day» I 
freely welcome this, and I hope that the Kumar has paid us this compli- 
ment, sincerely believing^ in the good that the Settlement Department 
does, and not because now that we are about to consider what amend- 
ments are necessary with regard to the Bengal Tenancy Act he thinks 
a change of attitude wise ; but I must say that the Kumar has certainly 
raised a very important point, namely the need of settlement reports to 
help us in legislating. ' When the Kumar brought his resolution in the 
old Council, Sir John Gumming (then Mr. Gumming) in reply gave him 
the assurance that Government itself was considerin'^ as to what action 
it should take ; and with regard to the other questions, Sir John Gumming, 
in the course of his argument in reply to him, said that it was very 
important to get the reports of the major districts where settlement 
operations were in progress. Unfortunately, as I explained in this 
Council when introducing the Budget, so far as it related to my depart- 
ments and to the settlement operations, our progress has been slow. 
In consequence, if we were to wait we would be waiting longer than it 
would perhaps be healthy for the country to do in a matter which is engag- 
ing a great deal of attention nowadays outside and, especially in this 
Council, where we all welcome the larger number of the representatives 
of the tenants. For these reasons, I see no objection to such a committee, 
but my friend, the Kumar, has very rightly pointed out that the com- 
mittee, in the way in which it has been worded in the resolution, would 
be an impossible committee. In the first place, the committee, as sug- 
gested by Babu Bhlshmadev Das, if accepted, would exclude expert 
zamindars and jurists or lawyers among the non-officials, who have 
special knowledge of the revenue laws and Tenancy Act in Bengal. On 
the other hand, he has only put in the Director of Land Records. I do 
not know what particular affection he has for Mr. Sachse, unless it be 
his stature, but he has excluded the revenue Secretary without 
whom such a committee would be quite incomplete. For these reasons, 

I would suggest that if thtf mover of the resolution were to accept the 
modification of the wording in the resolution which I will read out; I 
would bo willing to leave this resolution to the free vote of the Gouncil 
in so far as the Government officials are concerned. If the mover has no 
obj^tion, I would like to word the resolution as follows : — 

This Gounqil recommends to the Government that a. committ^ 
consisting of« officials and non-officials to be appointed by Government 
be formed Ho consider and report what amendments are needed in ^e 
Bengal Tenancy Aci.^’ — 

I am quite willing, m behalf of Government, to accept the resplutlbn 
tit;the above form* -v.; i 
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BslW BHI8HIIA0EY OASi accept, the amendmeat proposed by 
the Hon’ble Hefiiber in charge.- 

TM ^RiBIDENT: The mover of the resolution has accepted the 
aihendment ptoposed by the Hon’ble Member in charge and the discus* 
sion will now go on the basis, of that. 

Til# Hon’bla the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: I rise to a point of order. After the mover has accepted 
the amended resolution, I do not knaw if it is at all necessary to have any 
further discussion on the subject. 

f he PRESIDENT : The mover accepts the amendment proposed by the 
Hon’ble Member in charge but that does not do away with the necessity 
of a discussion. I shall put the resolution in the amended form after 
those who desire to speak have spoken. 

/ 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi WA8IMUDDIN AHMED: I heartily support 
the resolution in its amended form as suggested by the Hon’ble the 
Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Biirdwan. It is an admitted fact that three- 
fourths of the ordinary suits that crop up in the mufassal have reference 
to the Bengal Tenancy Act. These litigations affect the people who, 
it is desirable, should live in peace and amity and ply their humble profes- 
sions, on the success of which depends the prosperity of the nation. Some 
sections of the Bengal Tenancy Act are very vague and some others have 
to be applied with reference to tbe local customs and usages. We all 
know, how difficult it is, to determine what local customs and usages are 
within the narrow compass of a suit. Any attempt at the task would 
entail such expenditure and waste of time and energy that no landlords 
have ever succeeded to prove any custom or usage, not to speak of a 
raiyat. So, it is highly desirable that a committee sliould determine 
what customs and usages are prevalent in what parts of the district or 
districts without leaving the matter to the judiciary to determine these 
customs ; they should form a schedule to the Act in order to show the posi« 
tion of the tenants and the zamindars, so that every one may have a 
clear idea of one’s rights and obligations. Without such a clear concep- 
tion of one’s right, one cannot shape his activity. . Even a lawyer of con- 
siderable practice cannot form an idea of what amount of evidence would 
be necessary to establish a particular custom or usage : and it is so very 
elastic that what one court may consider sufficient evidence niay appear 
to another court *quite insufficient and the raiyats often fall victims to 
such vagaries of law and decisions. Moreover, to secure justice means 
such a Jiigh amount of cost and trouble that it is next to impossible for 
an ordinary* raiyat to command. Tbe Calcutta High Court has drawn 
a very nice di^inctiog between the right of cutting down trees and that 
of appropriating the wood and has distributed the burds^ of proving tboT 
custom on the landlord and the tenants, with the result that the tenants 
in the estate«l of tiSnart landlords have tound it difficiUtto 
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quantity of wood necessary for making their ploughs, though the 
required trees are growing on his own land to the detriment of his ihtur- 
ests. The landlords haye ceased to excavate tanks and, wells. , Formerly 
the landlords used to excavate tanks and wells and to make other improve- 
ments in order to attract tenants. Now with the increase of tenants and 
with the increase of population they have ceased to make these improve- 
ments. • So the raiyats should have a free hand in effecting thei^ im- 
provements themselves without let or hindrance. The transferahility 
of the right of occupancy holdings dex>ends on local custom and usage ; 
and this has led to many litigations and brought about ruin to many 
cultivators. Trying to improve their lot by purchasing some lands they 
have often lost what they had before in the litigation and the landlords 
without making any consideration for the purchase which gave them the 
opportunity of re-entry into their lands, have realised a large amount 
of profits by settling the lands with new tenants. It is high time that the 
people should not be allowed to live in a fooPs paradise but must be made 
aware of their position. Hitherto by invoking the aid of the local custom 
and usage the raiyats could save their holdings from the clutches of the 
mahajans and the money-lenders, whenever they sought to sell their hold- 
ings in execution of money decrees. But I am sorry to say that Mr. Jus- 
tice Mukherji’s recent ruling has created a very serious situation and 
has sent a thrill of horror throughout the length and breadth of this pro- 
vince. That legal prodigy, the towering genius sitting on the bench of 
the High Court and far away from , the pangs and sorrows of Bengal 

peasant life has, in his infinite. mercy towards poor raiyats, decided 



The PRESIDENT: You should not make any reflection on the. 
Judges of the High Court. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi WA8IMUDDIN AHMED: It is not a reflec 
tion. 

The PRESIDENT: 1 think you nlay refer to the decision without 
mentioning any names. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi WA8IMUDDIN AHMED: Very weU, I may 
only refer to the fact that it is decided that the tenants have got sonm Tight- 
which can he put up to sale, but the tenants haye not the right to obj^t 
to it, but the same right of objection has been reserved to the landlord. 

pW PRESIDENT: I do not think that this is at all relevant to 
nmtter we are, now, considering. The subject which we are^divetussing 
at present is whether a committee, should be formed to consider and ipport 
what amendments are necessary in the Bengal Tenant Acf.'. . 

KIImi Batiwiar MtSWl WASIMUDDIN AHMfeBi TKasa are aUg. 
geations :whi(di bp eohsidered. <OHes of ** OidWf'f, “ 

. , , ■ .T,!||^PRlliDilMt#.; I rule, that you are out of <nd^. - . '-.Lv 
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[While talking into the Council Chamber, Dr. A. Suhrawardy asked 
whether it was f^ermissible to any member of Council to call another 
member to order. ] 

The PRESIDENTS Any member may rise to a point of order, and I 
have to decide whether he is right or. wrong. 

TfNi Hon^ble ttm ^ MAHARAJADHIRAdA BAHADUR of 
SURD WAN » I think that any Member who wishes to raise a point of 
order should do so from his seat and not do so while walking into the 
hall (Laughter). 

Babu RI8HINDRA NATH 8ARKAR: Is a member restricted from 
criticising the judgment of the Hofi’ble Judges of the High Court? 

The PRESIDENTS I have already ruled that criticisms of decisions 
of the judges of the High Court are improper and irrelevant. 

Khan iahadur Maulvf WA8IMUDDIN AHMED: My point 

^ The PRESIDENTS I have ruled that you are out of order. 

Khan Bahadur Maulwi WA8IMUDDIN AHMEDs My point is that, 
as a serious situation has been created, no time should be lost in forming 
a committee and that the committee should set to work at once. 

Babu NITYA DHON MUKHERJEES I move that the question be 
now put. 

The motion that the question be now put was put and agreed to. 

The resolution in the following amended form was put and agreed to : 
** This Council recommends to the Government that a committee consist- 
ing of officials and non-officials to be appointed by Government be formed 
to consider and report what amendments are needed in the Bengal Tenancy 
Act.'' 

Withdrawal of Resolution. 

Owing to the absence of Maulvi A. K. Fazl-ul Haq, the following 
resolution, was deemed to have been withdrawn ; 

•^This Council recommends to the Government that two more Judges 
be appointed to the Calcutta Court of Small Causes without delay." 

Postponement of Resolution. 

V ... 

Tho PRESIDENT: Aa Bai Lalit Mohan Singh Boy Bahadur has re* 
aues|fldHtat tikis rssolation' be postponed, it goes to the bottom of the 
liist. ... 

. li M foliowst *' This Counml i«copki>>«hds to ti^ Opyerapimt to 
s^pi^nit.n.omninittee .<^f scientific experts, both Indian and-Enropeaiki'. to 
tike p<)fjiih^.ties of manufacturing such articles as yaagik^oe, 
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incandescent lamps, feriMO-iungsten, high speed steel, graphite 
cniciUes, si)ecial forms of pon^ain for insulators, chemical glass, certain 
forms of heavy chemicals, motor tyres, locomotives and glass.” 

. Industrial Boards. 

Mr. KRISHNA CHANDRA RAY OHAUDHURIi ” This Council 
recommends to the Qovernment that early steps be taken to establish 
or institute Industrial Boards for determination of a minimum wage for 
each industry in Bengal.” 

My object in bringing this resolution before the Council is to draw the 
attention of the Government and the members of Council to the low rates 
of wages paid to employees in a large number of Trades and Industries in 
this province. 

There was overwhelming evidence before the Industrial Unrest 
Committee of which I was a member that strikes of workmen in large 
industries arose in majority of cases from demand for higher wages. Out 
of 137 strikes which occurred between July, 1920 and March, 1921, 110 
were due to demand for higher wages and 74 of these strikes, viz., 65 per 
cent, were settled by yielding to the strikers’ demand wholly or partially 
or by making promises to meet tbe demand. I found from personal 
inquiries that workers in small industries and trades, such as ready-made 
tailoring carried on in Garden Beach, tanneries in Tengra, the small 
prmting presses the oil-mills and soap factories in this city and in other 
trades are paid wages hardly sufficient to meet the high cost of living. 
The shop assistants of Calcutta engaged in the New Market, Chandney 
and throughout Calcutta are the worst victims of long hours and small 
pay. A large body of womeh-workers engaged in the export produce 
trade, riz., shellac, linseed, and other seeds, equally suffer for want of 
a living wage and I am of opinion that if womeh-workers in Commercial 
Calcutta had received anything like fair wages there would have been 
less of the unfortunate class. 

Sir, I want a discussion in this House on the great question — the 
bread and butter question — ^that affects the lives of millions, viz . — 
What is a living wage in India? The doctrine of a living wage 
has been discussed by great economists and labour leaders in Europe 
and America and one of them said, as far back as 1892,- that it was a 
vital principle that a man by his labour should live and notwithstanding 
all the doctrines of the Political Economists^ all the doctrines taught, by 
way of supply and demand, there is a greater doctrine over-riding 
thbse and that is the doctrine of humanity.” 

The cost of living and the monthly index of the cost of Hying Wai' 
discussed, by the. Imperial Conference on statistics in 1920, srhd it wa^ 
resCly^ thet the /Index Number should be so construoted Aeir 
^comparison for any two dates should expiress the pmportioii^^of;,- ' 
aggregate expenditure on the selected list ol represei^tiye 
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in the quantities selected as appropriate at the one date, to the aggre- 
gate ei^penditiire on the same list of commodities in the same quantities 
at the other date. The Egyptian Ministry of Finance collect^ family 
Budgets of 713 families of Egyptian clerks, and Egyptian artisans and 
labourers and collected informations regarding — 

(1) The composition and earnings of the family. 

(2) The principal expenses for the year ended March 1st, 1920, upon 
rent, clothing, medical attendance and certain food articles (wheat, 
butter, lentels (dal), onions, garlic). 

(3) Detailed expenditure from March 1st to 7th in 1920 upon speci- 
fied foods, fuel, lighting, rent, taxation and various miscellaneous items. 

It was recently calculated* in Egypt that in 1920, the cost of living 
since pre-war days increased 92 per cent, for clerks and 97 per cent, for 
labourers and artisans. 

I should like to see a similar inquiry into family budgets of clerks, 
artisans and labourers in Bengal and results published. 

It is past history in all Christian countries where labour was for- 
merly paid just enough to feed and clothe, first to keep body and soul 
together and not to worry about other good things which were meant 
for people who did no manual work. 

In less than 30 years, the combination ofi industrial workers in the 
West and in the British Colonies brought about an Industrial revolu- 
tion and all theories and practices regarding wages and conditions of 
work have undergone marvellous changes for the benefit of the majority 
of mankind known as ‘‘ manual workers.** They were once described 
as “ bottom ** dogs but they are now climbing to the top and will soon 
dictate to the minority of mankind, viz , , those who possess properties or 
brains or both what is right and what is wrong. Industrial West has 
thundered and the echo is here. The West has long repudiated the 
idea that labour should be treated as a merchandize and the price paid 
for it, viz,, wages, should be regulated by its demand and supply. In 
the East and specially in India where labour is just passing through a 
transitory state from being agricultural to industrial, this soulless idea 
of labour being a commodity is deep rooted everywhere in the country. 
It is common knowledge that Industrial wages in India are more or 
less regulated by the rates paid for agricultural labour, that is to say, 
that if a field-labourer gets four annas a day in the village or a peasant 
makes that much out of his produce per day, give the poor devil an anna 
or two, more and transport him and his family, if agreeable, to the 
suburbs ql Calcutta or to the jungles of Assam. It does not matter 
, about tbq destruction of bis faiuily life hf such transportation or his 
freedom and , cheerfulness, his compensation is to be two annas more 
-tbau ^^s per day. 

: SsiTr 1. .maintain that this is the doctrine that our employers hbld in 
;,^Be of ihe objects of my resolution is to press the GbVem* 
immediate ,^pa to investigate -tbe eodnpinic {kMiiti^ ol 
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labour in Bengal and to intervene between ca|dtal and labour and if 
investigations prove that wages in such and such trades and industries 
are miserably low and cannot possibly maintain workers except at the 
cost of their health and without suffering, fix a minimum wage. 

England, notwithstanding its industrial policy of non-intervention, 
recognised the principle that the State must intervene between capital 
and labour in the matter of wages and the British Parliament on the 
motion of Mr. Winston Churchill passed the first Trade Boards Act in 
1909, to improve the miserable lot of ill-paid and long-worked men and 
women engaged in sweated industries and trades such as ready-made 
tailoring, chain-making, button-making ^ and similar small trades. 
Statutory Industrial Boards or Wages Bo^s were first initiated in the 
State of Victoria in Australia and was copied by almost all the States of 
Australia. 

The second Trade Boards Act, known, as the Amending Act, was 
passed by the British Parliament in 4918, hardly- three years ago, and 
the Bill was introduced by Mr. Boberts, the Minister of Labour. It 
amended the old Act to extend its scope to any other industry that the 
Ministry of Lal)our thought fit, provided it is satisfied that the rate of 
wages in any of the trades is exceptionally low as compared with other 
employment. The objects of that Act were to remedy existing abuses 
in regard to sweated industries. Sweating is understood to mean that 
the work is paid for, at a rate which, in the condition under which in 
any of the work-people do it, yields to them an income which is quite 
insufficient to enable an adult person to obtain anything like proper 
food, clothing and house accommodation. 

The British Boards consist of members, mostly economic experts 
appointed by the Labour Ministry, and equal number of representatives • 
of employees and workers, and the duties of the Boards are to fix a 
general minimum time-rate wages for time-work, to fix a general mini- 
mum piece-rate of wages for piece-work and over-time, etc. 

Penalties for not paying minimum rate is, on summary conviction, 
a fine not exceeding £20 and £5 for each day after conviction. For 
refusal to comply with the lawful requirements of . officers a fine not 
exceeding £5 in respect of each offence. 

For a false list a fine not exceeding £20 or three months’ imprison- 
ment with or without hard labour. 

^ I venture to say that if England, notwithstanding her strong trade 
unions and healthy public opinion, felt the necessity of passing such 
an Act, the necessity in India, where emjdoyers are aU powerful and 
legitimate combinations of workmen aro in the infancy, the necessityi 
I say^ is muoh greater. ^ , 

I know fully well that this Council no power tsh' 

questiqn> but I want Bengal, with its teeming populal^^ ot 
workers approaching a million, to press the (^overiunent 
t^ passing of- a ehnilar' Act^- ^ ^ . -V 
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'I-.nifttniiuiiii Sir,- th&t most of -our industries are sweated industries 
with- a few UQtafale exceptions. One has to glance at statistios of wages 
fe ditferent industries, puWished by the department of Statistics and 
either bodies to find that very few workers in paper mills, in our> 
cbllimriea, in tea plantations, in rice and oil mills, in aniftll foundries 
in our jute presses, get anything like living wages. Take, for Airff^ p le, 
the tea plantations in Darjeeling, the Dooars and Chittagong, which 
employ 260,000 men, women and children with a paid-up capital of 
about 7 crores of rupees (English and Indian Companies) and which 
is the second largest Industry in Bengal. Average wages in the Dooars 
including “ ticca,” diet rations, subsistence allowance and bonus per 
head are about Bs. 8 per month for men, Rs. 7 for women, and Us. 4 
for children. I grant that some of the coolies have cultivation of their 
own, I grant that occasionally they are supplied with grain ond things 
at cost price, I grant that they have some sort of sheds for shelter with 
free medical treatment and medicines ; but when one computes the money 
value of all these items, they cannot exceed Es. 2 per month per head, 
which means Rs. 10 for men, Rs. 0 for women and Rs. 6 for children. 
I make bold to say that in these days of high prices and of slightly 
increased standard of living these figures do not by any means represent 
living wages. According to Prison Statibtics of Bengal the cost of 
feeding and clothing a Jail prisoner was Rs. 86 a year or over Rs. 7 
a month in 1919-20. Sir, I find from tables of Tea Gardens vital statis- 
tics that, out of a total labour force of 115,676 in Sylhet District, 
8,663 died in 1919-20 from all causes, including 686 deaths from 
anaemia. I am not a medical man, but I believe that underfeeding is 
one of the causes of anaemia. I would like any hon’ble member of this 
Council, representing Tea Industry, to explain this to us. I take it 
that in the Dooars Tea gardens vital statistics are similar. 

I appeal to the Goverament and to the members of this Council to 
help, in the first instance, in constituting a committee of economic 
expert^ and representatives of employers and employees to investigate 
^e rates of wages paid to different industrial workers and this committee 
is to recommend to employers to fix a minimum wage for each industry. 

1 would like to see an All-India Act to abolish sweating by fixing 
a rate of something like one and a half anna per hour, as a general mini- 
mum piece-rate of wages based on 48 hours a week with over-time for 
all .industrial workers including plantations. 

■With, these , words, I commend this motion which practically amounts 
to a j^uest for an inquiry about " low wages ” paid to workers in cer- 
Mn in^stries of Bengal, and the recognition of the principle of the 
right of State ,inbe^ention between labour and capital, to the accept- 
woe of this CouUw^ 

- mu Ri, It,. WATtOH-tMYTH: I think the mover of this fesolu- 
me credit for having no idea hostile to labour in my omosi- 
. and I have wmdc^ together more tlma pnoe 
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duriug recent montlis and 1 think that we have to a great er^tent 
got to know and to appreciate each others^ point of view. That he 
has brought forward this resolution entirely in what he thinks is the 
.interest of labour, and without any hostile intention towards employers, 
1 have no doubt, and at the same time I can assure him that 1 only 
oppose it because I think he is honestly mistaken, and that any such 
Industrial Board as he suggests, would be both expensive and unneices- 
sary. 

I would like to point out, in the first place, that a resolution of this 
kind should hardly be brought forward in the provincial Council. The 
right place for it, if there is a right place, should be the Legislative 
Assembly at Simla or Delhi, for any legislation of this kind cannot 
possibly be provincial, it must be imperial. You cannot have an Indus- 
trial Board determining minimum wages in one province, while other 
provinces have no such institution and no such rules and regulations. 
How would it be possible, I ask, as an instance, how would it be possible 
to develop and work your coalfields in Bengal? 

Mr. KRISHNA CHANDRA RAY OHAUDHURI: I said it would be 
only a Provincial Board. 

Maulvi EKRAMUL HUQS May 1 rise to a point of order? When a 
resolution is on the list can it be questioned? 

The PRESIDENT: A member by way of argument may say that a 
Provincial Board will not find it jKissible to discharge its duty proposed 
to be entrusted to it. 

Mr. R. M. WATSON-SM YTH ■ That is what I was about to say. 
What I was going to say is how would it be possible to develop and 
work your coal-fields in Bengal, if you were bound and hampered by 
mining legislation which did not exist in the Bihar and Orissa coal- 
fields just across the Barakar river? The position would be impossible 
and absurd, and I repeat that any such Industrial Board, or any such 
legislation for a minimum wage must be imperial and not proviacial. 

At the same time, I am prepared to urge that under preitont condi- 
tions, at any rate, such a Board is quite unnecessary. The mover no 
doubt takes his idea from English legislation, which was entirely directed 
against certain industries in England, the labour of which was supposed 
to be sweated, and, in many instances, undoubtedly was sweated. There 
may possibly be instances of sweating industries in India, but they 
must be very few, and (he industries must be very sm^. Certainly 
no such state of things exists amongst the big indiistries. ^Ose con- 
nected, for instance, with our great jute and cottop mills would laugh 
at the idea of their spinners or weavers being regarded as swea^ 
labour. Far frcun being sweated they are, I assure you, very trt^culoPt 
and quite able to look after themselves. Then lagfik 1^^ 

^|iich has been specially mentioned, is eqtpkUy far remavi^^ 
auspibion of sweated lalwur« . To. anyone wh^ has 
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Indian miner, especially those from the Sonthal Parganas, the idea of 
sweating is ridiculous. If there is one man who it is quite impossible 
to; sweat, who Js most independent, and who will not do one handstir 
of work more than he wants to, it is the Sonthal miner. He comes to 
one’s colliery with his own idea of how he wants to live : how he wants 
to work: how much money he wants to earn, and if the conditions at 
your colliery fit in with his ideas, he may condescend to stay there for 
thd period, usually a short period, during which he stays in the coal- 
fields. If conditions do not suit him, he goes off elsewhere. How can 
you sweat labour, if there is not enough labour to go round. That is the 
te^t that should be applied to these indiscriminate statements of bad treat- 
ment and insufficient wages. We, the big industries, are all competing 
one with another for labour. None of us have got as niivh as we want, 
and we know, quite apart from any feelings of humanity, that if we do 
not pay our labour well, and do them well, they will go elsewhere. It is 
therefore in my opinion entirely unnecessary to set up a great institution 
like an Industrial Board which, if it is to carry out its functions, must 
have an enoimous staff, headed by high officials and finished off by count- 
less inspectors who, as far as I can see, will do a minimum of good with 
a maximum of trouble and a maximum of fexpense. These sort of 
Government institutions are not required at present in this country. 
It is not labour that requires to be protected. It is the employer 
of labour. Labour at the moment has everything its own way. 
The supply, as I* said before, is not equal to the demand, and 
therefore the labourer can extract, within limits, anything that he 
likes from his employer. There is no question of the hard-hearted 
employer sweating his labour^ The protection that is required is for 
the employer to prevent outside influences inciting badly organised 
labour to demand outrageous and impossible terms. Therefore, although 
I look on this resolution as' affording an opportunity for an useful dis- 
cussion on an interesting subject,! trust that my friend the mover will 
not press the resolution which hu has brought forward. 

Mr. R. H. L. LANGFORD JAMES: Mr. Watson-Smyth has 
traversed the ground so completely that there is really very little left 
for me to say. But as I do reipresent very great tea interests and as 
Mr. Uhaudhuri has referred to the tea industry and as Mr. Watson- 
Smyth m under the impression that some one representing that interest 
wcmld speak, I would like to say just a few words. To begin with, 
Sir, i shopld like to associate myself with Mr. Watson-Smyth in all he 
said:, regarding the mover of this resolution. I recognise, Sir, and I 
beUeve the whble Counefl recognises, the singleness of^aim which led 

movw to put this resolution on the paper. Mr. Chaudhuri there- 
fore mot mistake my motives in any way if I am unable to agree 
him« Bo far m this Council is concerned, we arp dealing with 
Bei^gal only, tbat is to say, the Jalpaiguii district, 
b)^|iis^y khown :as the booars, and such distriqts of the Terai as lie 
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in Bengal. , Well, Sir, very nd^rly a quarter of a ceUtury ago, I at£Mrted 
my career in India on a tea estote in the Dooare. We had on that 
estate a labour force of about 700 6r 800 coolies, 1 think I am right in 
saying entirely consisting of what we call imigli labour, that is to 
say, Chota Nagpuris, Sonthals, Mundas and Oraons. That is the class 
of labour, Sir, which you find throughout the Dooars gardens. They 
are the finest labour that goes up to any tea districts; and so far as 
the Dooars are concerned, they are free labour. There i.s no indent 
ture, there is no agreement, and, therefore all the remarks that 
Mr. Watson-Smyth has made regarding the labour in the coal-fields 
equally apply to these tea garden coolies. They are extremely indepen- 
dent. If they do not wish to work for me, if I do not make it suffi- 
ciently attractive to them, I do not keep them. They go oil to my 
next-door neighbour. Only the other day we had a meeting in Calcutta, 
which was attended by the Chairman of the Dooars planters’ 
Association, and seeing that the question of wages on tea estates had 
taken .such prominence of late, I asked him to- give his candid opinion 
as to the wages in the Dooars. He said — “ Have you ever been in 
the Dooars?” I said — Yes, I started my life there in India.” He 
said — ** Have you ever seen starving coolies in the Dooars or one who 
is underpaid?” I said — ” Not in my time,” and his reply was “ things 
have not changed since then.” Mr. Chaudhuri has put in certain statis- 
tics regai*ding tea garden wages, and I could not quite catch whether his 
remarks applied to Sylhet or the Dooars. 

Mr. KRISHNA CHANDRA RAY CHAUDHURI: They axe of 
the Dooars. 

Mr. R. H. L. LANGFORD JAMES: These statistics axe hope- 
lessly. misleading. Sir. Apart from the fact of the various other 
items which go to make up the income of tea garden labourers — 
apart from all that — ^those statistics are compiled in such a way as to 
be extremely misleading as to the position. I am not, 1 admit, in a 
l)osition to argue with Hr. Chaudhuri or to go into the details. But 
what I would ask him is this. Before he comes seriously before this ^ 
Council and cites the tea industry as one in which a Board for mini- 
mum wages should be established I would ask him to go up to Jalpai^ 
gnri Dooars, travel through the district, talk to any of .our labourera 
or those on Indian-owned concerns, then come back and tell us wl^t 
he thinks of it, , 1 

With regard to the general question of a minimum wage^ X per- 
sonhlly have had no experience of it, but it appears to tne 
would be a very grave danger of the minimum wage b^xning tbe ' 
maximum wage. Now in tea, os in every other, walk of dW 
industrious worker comes but on top. He mkes the most 
I Would like Mr, Chaudktoi te consider wketkw 
/tendency.' beetanA -'tke 
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There wouW? undoubtedly, from an employer’s point of 'view, be a 
tendopoy see that he is getting his money’s worth out of his coolies 
or of his labourers under such changed conditions* 

"Vnien I was in the Dooars, for a large portion of the year, our 
Ia1k>nrers used to start their work at about 8 o’clock in the morning. 
In. the cold weather by 12 o’clock in the day there was not a soul left 
on. the garden. . They had all finished their task and gone! We are 
told, of course, that we underpay these people. We do not pay them 
large wUges. We cannot pay them. We have never claimed to pay 
large wages. But I gave those working hours as an instance that, 
although the pay may not be large, the hours are extremely light and 
the labourers are able to devote the remainder of the day to their own 
concerns many of which are money-making concerns. Mr. Chaudhuri 
mentions the number of deaths in a given year from anaemia in Sylhet. 
He said that he believed that anaemia came from under-feeding. 
Now anaemia is simply another word for our old friend hookworm. 
When I was in tea in my young days and as the Surgeon General is 
not present I may venture to say that we used to call it Ankyloatominsis, 

It then became anaemia and it is now hookworm. Just one more 
word. I would urge Mr. Chaudhuri very seriously to consider one 
aspect of his proposals which appeal to me more' than any other; as 
he knows, and as we all. know, we have been going through a very 
terrible time in the tea industry. So far nothing particularly tangible 
has occurred in Bengal, hut we, who are interested in tea, know that 
the Jalpaiguri Dooars has not escaped the campaign which has met 
with such great success in the Surma Valley. I saw a letter only the 
other day which summed up the situation, I thought, extremely well. 
It was written by the manager of an estate in the Dooars. He said — 

** So far we have had no trouble among our labourers, but that agita- 
tors are at work among them, there is no conceivable doubt. They 
appear to be looking forwajrd in an attitude of expectancy to some 
great event that may be going or will be going to take place.” In 
other words, Sir, the atmosphere as regards labour in the Dooars is 
very tax from normal and I think myself that it wo\ild be the greatest 
mistake at the present time to risk taking action which might lead 
to the most serious results. I have no more to say but T commend 
that point iU particular to the mover of the resolution. 

Rai WAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur; I rise to supiioTt 
tbe reedvtioii. The resolution as far as it goes asks the Council to 
reeoiinteend to GoTerpment the establishment of an Industrial Baoerd ', 
for i^e- of settling the minimum wages of labour. « 

; jSrst.^iieaticni which arises in my mind is — Is it necessary to' 
]i^^;tor mtaUish am Industrial Board or not? The second qtteiftion 

Cads them be. any doubt, about thalt J^-iistb. 

; to.hamf.ii«eh-'» 
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this because the Council knows that there is cansiderable diseoUtent 
and unrest on the labour question and if that be sot is it not desirable 
that there should be a Board to settle the question at issue? It is a 
world-problem which has affected the world-<wide rise of prices of food- 
stuffs^ clothes and everything. Those things have driven the 
labourers to ask for an increased rate of wages. Tf that argument 
stands upon correct premises then, I contend, that it is necessary that 
a Board should be established. There are many factors which go fdr 
consideration. The standard of living, the market rate and also the 
status of the labourers are t5 be taken to an account. 

The standard of living ought to be raised. Are the coolies to 
starve? Are the coolies to remain naked? I do say that it is neces- 
sary that in discussing the question of minimupi wages, these factors 
ought to be taken into consideration, and cau there be any doubt in 
the present day — in the present century — that when we are under the 
protection of the British Government the labourers are not to be left 
adrift? They should get higher wages than now, and Mr. Ghaudhuri 
has come forward with a modest proposal that the whole matter should 
discussed by Industrial Boards. One question arises, wi/., what 
should be the maximum wages, but so far us I understand, the Boards 
being in a position to settle the question of minimum wages, it will 
not be difficult for them to come to a proper conclusion as to maxi- 
mum wages. Therefore, I think, if the pro(;edure recommended by 
Mr. Chaudhuri be accepted, the labour trouble, which is going on in 
this province for some time, will be over. If I am to rely on my experi- 
ence on the subject, what I find is that in the mufassal there is a great 
deal of trouble. We find that formerly we used to get labourers at 
4 to 6 annas a day, but now the charge is 14 annas or one rupee. Just 
as I was coming to the Council to-day, .1 had to pay Be. 1 per head 
to some coolies for doing certain work. These are troubles ^which 
ought to be grappled with firmly and strongly. There should not be 
any liesitation in the matter. There are employers on the one side 
who must have their profit8> and there are labourers on the other who 
should get living wages. How can that be arranged? That eah be. 
secured by the establishment of a committee representing both sides, 
namely, the capitalists and the labourers. The labour question ii^ al 
\ery '£ffioult one — ^it is a question which is the subject matter for dis- 
, ctissipn everywhere in the world, and, consequently, we find it nepss- 
sary that it should be settled hero in . Bengal. Therefore t sa^r :^ai 
the necessity is very greats and if anyone comes forward and chaBe|^S 
me and says that it is not necessary to do so, all that 1 can is '^t 

he is perfectly wrong. I do not discuss the question bntX 

df» say that the dictates of humanity demand that thnski^i^i^on 

b#,ap^tdoA. ‘ ^ 
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Industrial ^Boards should be appointed^ not for the determination of 
minimum wages but for settlement of disputes between capital and 
labour. The remedy which has been suggested does not appear to me 
to be the right one. Sir, he has suggested to us the appointment of 
Industrial Boards to fix the minimum wage on account of the high 
prices oi food-grains and other necessaries of life. I think, Sir, if we 
fix the minimum wage of labourers in an industry like rice or' other 
food-grains, I am sure it will raise the prices of those articles of food. 
Similarly in the case of other industries, the fixing of a minmuni wage 
will raise the price of the produce thereof. So the remedy which is 
p'lggested apx>ears to me ^to be worse than the disease itself. I am sure 
if the minimum wage is raised, it will encourage idleness and dis- 
courage technical education. I am afraid we want skilled labour in 
Bengal, and, therefore, I am sure if we fix a minimum wage, people 
will not take to technical education, because however unskilled they 
may be, they will be sure that they will get the minimum wage. The 
question is one of demand and supply, which should concern the Con- 
troller and not the Government. It is not desirable, unless there are 
special reasons to the contrary, that Government should interfere with 
the trade. If you fix a minimum wage, then, as in the case of England 
and other countries of the world, there will he lots of people unemployed. 
If, on account of the raising of the minimum wage, the capitalists 
cannot make profit, they will certainly close their works, and this will 
throw a large number of men out of employment. I admit that the 
wages of the coolies in the tea estates are not adequate. The contact 
system under which the coolies of the tea estates work is not a sound 
one, and the sooner the law is repealed the better. In the case of the coal 
industry, in the case of the jute industry, and in the case of other 
industries, I find that there is no such system, and I have r.ot beard 
of any eomplaint from the labourers thereof. 

With these remarks, I am sorry I have to oppose the resolution. 

Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: I confess I was veiy much sur- 
prised to hear the representatives of capital opposing this resolution. 
Those days are gone, when labour used to try to do the least and 
capital used to try to pay the least. These are days of co-operation 
between labour and capital, and unless there is cordial and healthy co- 
operation between those two important elements, every industry must 
suffbn That being so, 1 am surprised that any repre.sentative of capi- 
tal should oppose this resolution, whioh gives them the advantage of 
.securing a willing and contented labour. These are the days, when 
the indxistrial development of the country is being taken up in right 
eu^esi. Every , day and . every week we hear of new joint-stoek oom- 
pahies being floated for developing certain industries. The time has 
come wheiif USl^sf^^ome wage is fixed f6r labourers, the 
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struggle between labour and capital, which has been so much in evi- 
dence of late will go qp. My friend, Babu Amulya Dhone Addy, has 
spoken of the law of supply and demand. Sir, of all the economic 
laws, the iron law of sup^y and demand in connection with labour, 
especially in a poor country like India, is the most cruel. You can 
get a starving labourer for 2 annas a day, but everybody will admit 
that this paltry sum is not sufHcient to meet even his bare requirements* 
That is not the way to get your work done. Y^oii must give him a wage 
that will enable him to keep his body and soul together. During the 
last 20 years, the prices of all necessaries of life have gone up abnor- 
mally. May I ask the employers of labour in tea industries, by what 
percentage they have increased the pay of their coolies dudhg the last 
20 years? Mr. .James has mentioned that anaemia is due to hookworm. 
Since hookworm was discovered a few years ago, it seems to have been 
made the cause of all sorts of troubles and diihculties in our country, 
but I' do not know bow anaemia, which comes from starvation, can 
have any connection with this inoffensive worm. Sir, if the capitalists 
really want their interests to be safeguarded, if they want to prevent 
frequent strikes, they must be prepared to give fair wages to the labourer 
so that they can demand a fair amount of work in return. 

With these'few words, I beg to support the resolution. 

Rfti JOCENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur* This is a matter 
of great difficulty. The condition of industry in this country is not a 
matter so lightly to be dealt wiih. I have been all my life working 
to the best of my little powders for the improvement of the industries 
of tl^ country, and I know^ wliat grave difficulties there are in the 
way of our industries. The first and the greatest amongst them is the 
work of organisation of labour. You bring in English ideas here, but 
where is the organisation of labour? TTou employ a mau here jn ugri- 
culture or in an industry and you will find the difficulty. You pay him 
Bs. 6 or Bs. 7 and he will not give you any work at all. No man here 
will work on the contract system — so much work done, so much pay- 
ment. It is the English large capitalists who organise labour and 
there you find the piece-system. I find -from personal experience that 
organisation of labour is the most difficult part in the way of our 

industries. Now you talk of fixing a minimum wage. For whom? 

For whom do you say so? I say it is a very good thing to he assured 

that labourers should be well paid, but as it now stands, T suppose 

Mr. Chaudhuri knows it very well, the labourers of Calcutta are much 
better off than they are supposed to be. Fixing of a minimum wage 
for ua educated people is required. There are also other views of tL 
matter. T am cotisidered to be rather leaning towards extremism, but 
you will find that I wholly disagree with them. They say there should 
he no organisation of labour, but there should be only cotUge indlus. 
'tries: The great difference -between me and th#. agitators is that 1 
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irant the industries to be developed, they Want to go back to the cottages. 
They Vant charkas, I want the great big mills. I can go on for days on 
this question, but I will not take up any more time of the Council. 

MEMBER in oharge of DEPARTMEMT of COMMERCE (the 
Hon’ble Mr. Kerr): I must confess tliat 1 was somewhat surprised 
when I received notice of this resolution about the middle of last month, 
hor some weeks before then, Mr. Chaudhuri and I had been sitting on 
u committee, which was appointed at the request of this Council, to 
inquire into the caVses of industrial unrest in Bengal. The com- 
mittee was, if I may say so, a very competent body. On the side of 
the employer^.' it contained Sir Alexander Murray and Mr. Watson- 
Smyth. On the side of labour, the committee incliuleJ Mr. Chaudhuri 
bimself and Babu Hem Chandra Bhattacharji, the otber labour member 
in this Council. As representatives of the general public, we had 
l)r. Hassan Suhrawardy and Bai .Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur 
whose sympathy with the working classes is well-known. Now that 
committee, as I have said, sat for several weeks and exi>lorcd a large 
number of questions bearing on labour unrest. Tn the coinmitteo 
Mr. Chaudhuri made no suggestion regarding a minimum wage, and 
in view of his speech to-day I cannot help thinking that this \.as a 
great pity. If the question of a minimum wage had been brought up 
before the committee, we could have gone into it thoroughly from 
every aspect in the same way as we treated the other pi’oposals which 
were put before us. I mean no disrespect to this Council when I say 
that probably very few of the members have made any study of this 
particular problem f)f the minimum wage. I frankly confess that up 
till a fortnight ago, I had only a very general acquaintance with the 
subject. Since then I have made it my business to fctiidy the literature 
on the subject, and if anybody cares to come into my room in Writers’ 
Buildings, he will see that that literature is very considerable. I say 
therefore that I think it is a pity this question was not examined by 
dhe recent committee before it was brought up for discussion in this 
Council. However, as the question has been mooted, we must deal 
with it as best as we can, though it is difficult to treat the subject 
in a speech on an occasion of this kind. In the present state of public 
knowledge, it is a matter for the lecture hall or for the study rather 
than for this Council, and I trust that the Council will excuse me if 
my remarks seem to take rather the form of a lecture than a debating 
speech. ^ 

Mr. Chaudhuri has given us quite correctly a history of the Trade 
Boards Act in England, a statement of the functions which the authori- 
ties exercise under the Act, and the penalties which are imposed for 
disobedience of the 'Act. I need not repeat what he has said on these 
points. What he has not told ns is how the Act is working, and as 
1 have collected jnlpmiation on that subject, 1 may perhaps 

vj 



328 


iNDUSMtlAL BOARDS. 


[7th July 


bo allowed to place it before the Council briefly. Now the first thing 
to notice is that the present Trade Boards Act only came into** force 
in 1918. The origini^ Act of 1909 applied only to four trades, the 
ready-made tailoring trad|9, paper box-making, the finishing processes 
of the lace trade and cKain-making. It was only in 1918 that the 
Ministry of Labour was given power to extend the Act to other trades 
in which there was reason to believe that the wages poid were not 
sufficient. The Act, therefore, has really been in force for about three 
years only. Now it would appear that this legislation worked fairly 
well at first because wages were then rising. There are not want- 
ing signs, however, of serious dissatisfaction both among employers 
and employed with its oi)eration now that the country has to under- 
go the painful process of having wages reduced. As a matter of 
IM’actice, as far as I can gather, the Trade Board at home usually con- 
sists of 13 people — 6 representatives of employers, 6 representatives of 
the employed and a Chairman from the Ministry of Labour. In prac- 
tice, as might be exi)ected, the minimum wage is ordinarily settled 
by the Chairman. The workers had no objection lo this so lopg as 
the Chairman decreed an increase, but now that the existing economic 
conditions reqtiire a decrease, considerable dissatisfaction is being felt 
on both sides. Lord Bryce in his recent book on Modern Democracies 
comments on the same results in Australia. He says— The method 
operates unequally upon the two parties to a dispute. The employer 
can be compelled to pay certain wages so long as he keeps his factory 
oi>en, and he can escaix' liability only by closing down his factory, 
but the individual w^orkraan cannot be compelled to work. The power 
given to the Courts to meet this difficulty in Australia by fining the 
Union has not proved effective. In the earlier days the awards were 
usually obeyed, but it is to be remembered that they almost always 
prescribed a rise in wages.^' ** The gravest test,’^ says Lord Bryce, 
“ will come when the workmen are denied some increase they ask for, or 
employers begin to ask for a reduction.^' Apart from this point, the 
frequent delays in the proceedings of the Wages Board and the inevi- 
table technicality of some of the rulings of the Industrial Courts are 
giving rise to great irritation. There are many instances of that, but 
the best way to illustrate it is by reference to the orders in the Labour 
Gazette fixing minimum wages in respect of certain industries. T 
have here a copy of the Gazette containing the orders relating to the 
rope and twine industry. It covers nearly four closely printed pages 
and fixes wages for more than 50 different classes of operatives. Now 
an order of that kind means an enormous amount of work and imposes 
a heavy responsibility on the department which undertakes it. I find 
in a recent tra^e paper a statement which says that it is 
apparent that Ttade Boards serve no satisfactory [uirpose because 
decisions are made, by Government representatives whe canndt be 
ejfpettefl.to have b duffldent grasp of the pceition, An ftun moire 
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striking condemnation ot the wages system is given in a 

Iteport of the American Commission on Foreign InqUiiy of the National 
Civic Federation in 1919. As far as I can gather, this body is repre- 
sentative of all classes of the community in America, and their views, 
as set forth in their Beport, strike me as thorouglily impartial and 
deserving of great weight. As it may be of interest to the Council to 
hear what they say, I will read from the Report. They say — “ In the 
United States the minimum wage is unscientific and uneconomic in 
character. As it*^ foundation, it has the idea that the opinion of one 
or two individuals may properly establish a standard of living for the 
members of some particular group, and at the market prices of some 
particular day, wdiich society as a whole is obliged to provide to the 
individuals of that particular group in return for a certain number of 
hours of work and quite without reference to any practical or scientific 
co-ordination of real wages between different sections, or in relation 
to the service or work performed by those to whom that w’age is paid.'' 
In Great Britain and France, they go on to say there has been a more 
serious attempt to determine the economic wage, and those countries 
enjoy* the advantage of being under a single central Government, 
whereas in America there are forty-eight States, each regulating these 
fpiestions on its own lines. But even in Great Britain and France, 
the Commission say, the application of the system is at fault in ignoring 
differences in ’^indivTtlual or group standards of living, also market 
variations, and ignoring entirely the question whether society as a whole 
can pay the wage for the work done. This is an important lesson on 
which we in India would do well to ponder. 

Here in India, as in America, we have the country divided into a 
number of provinces, each under its own system of local administration, 
and although minimum wage legislation would be passed by the Imperial 
Legislative Council in Simla, yet the duty of carrying out the principles 
in practice would fall upon the local governments. Variations and 
differences of opinion would certainly creep in. But I thick that the 
most iniportant thing for us to consider in India is, the American Com- 
mission's finding that in all the countries in which they made inquiries, 
the minimum Wage system ignores entirely the question whether society 
as a whole can afford to pay the wage for the work done. I need hardly 
point out the enormous difficulties of coming to a satisfactory derision 
on a question like that under the conditions of society in India. 

Mr. Ghaudhuri wants to know something about Australia. I have 
here an article written by Mr. Sidney Webb. What he says is that 
the minimum wage system has been a great success in the colony of 
Victoria iiw Australia, but there are only 11,000 workers under the 
protection of the minimum wage system in Victoria. Now 11,000 is 
about the number of people who are employed in a single fairly large 
jute mill on the banks of the river Hooghly. I think that that figure 
alone is sufficient to show that we cannot base very much of an argument 
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on the application of this minIMim wage legislation to the small and 
homogeneous population of an,.. Australian colony. I have now given 
the Coxincil some practical iUu^ratione from people who have had ex- 
I)erience of this minimum wage syst^ in England. I Have here also 
the opinion of some of the economists Who have watched the working 
of the system in England. Professor Pigou, the professor of Political 
Economy in Cambridge, in his recent, wo:?k on the Economics of 
Welfare, says, that one result of the minimum Wage system has been 
the expulsion frdtn private industry of a number of low grade work- 
ers, although this tendency has in many cases been masked by 
the fact that the minimum wage fixed is very much below the worth 
of anybody except extraordinarily inefficient apprentices. But, he 
says, that when it is enacted that low grade workmen shall not in 
future be paid the rates of wages which they have been paid in the past, 
it necessarily follows that some of them will no longer be worth employ- 
ing. Professor Pigou further says that the minimum wage system 
would be impracticable in any country, except where it is associated 
with a well organised State policy of poor relief. We have of course 
no such policy in India. 

Another tendency of the minimum wage system is that it is apt to 
bear hardly on home industries. Home industries are in any case sub- 
ject to fierce competition with factory industries ; and the home industry 
is of course one of the most important cases to which the minimum wage 
system is applied, because sweating is more common in the home indus- 
tries than in a large well organised work, and it is home industries which 
are least able to bear a rise in wages. A further objection to the mini- 
mum wage system is its tendency to encourage what is now called the 
Ca Canny principle, that is to say, the workman does as little as he 
can for his wage. That principle, unfortunately, is not confined to West- 
ern countries. It is, to put it mildly, as common in India as anywhere 
else, and as a matter of fact before the Committee on Industrial unrest, 
we had some evidence to the effect that the raising of the daily wages 
in coal mines had the effect of inducing labourers to put in less days’ 
work in the week. 

I do not propose to go further into the theoretical objections which 
have been raised by political economists to the minimum wage. I^ is 
time now to turn to the practical position. In the first place I would 
ask the Council to notice that here in Bengal we have not, speaking gener- 
ally, the conditions of sweated industries which gave rise to this legis- 
lation in England. It is possible that in some of the small trades men- 
tioned by the mover of the resolution, things are not what they ought 
to be, but we have liot at the present time sufficient information to justify 
us in taking actn>n in regai*d to these small trades. If we did, we should 
run a very grave risk of destroying the trades. So far as the large indus- 
tries are concerned, I do not think that we have any evidence that the 
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state of affairs, auch as tp call for minjimum wage legislation. More- 
over there wouldt'be one practical ^Acuity in applying this minixnum 
wage system in Bengal. Broadly spe^^ing, the wages in the industries 
in Bengal are regulated by agido^tur^f^ wages, that is to say, the ordi- 
nary labourer comes from a village and, industrial concerns, in order to 
attract labour, must offer higher wages than he gets in his own village. 
Now that is the Phly principle on which we could regulate the minimum 
wage in Bengal. It ie'%rue that the minimum wage has been applied 
to the agricultural industry in England by a special Act passed in 1917, 
but that Act has given rise to serious complaints and a proposal to with- 
draw it is now under consideration in the British Parliament. However 
that may be, I think that members of the Council will agree that it would 
be impossible to apply the minimum wage to agricultural industries in 
this country. Apart from the fact that we have not sufficient knowledge 
for the purpose, apart from the fact that we should have to make allow- 
ances for all sorts of differences in land tenures and agricultural products 
and so forth, even if we could get over all these difficulties and fix a mini- 
mum wage which would be accepted by all as fair and reasonable, we 
have not got the staff to go round and see that these minimum wages 
were paid. I do not suppose that members of this Council would approve 
of the police being employed for regulating the minimum wage in the 
mufassal but as things stand, the police is thp only agency which could 
be employed. 


Mr Chaudhuri has to some extent shifted his ground in his speech. 
In his resolution he asks for an Industrial Board to determine the mini- 
mum wage in each industry in Bengal. What he was really asking for 
in his speech seemed to be an inquiry to see whether there are any indus- 
tries in Bengal in which wages are insufficient. This is a very different 
matter, though of course, this proposal might lead to the adoption of the 
proposal in the resolution. I am not going to commit myself to the 
assertion that wages in evety industry in Bengal are in a satisfactory 
state, but I do say that it would be very risky for Qov.ernnient or the 
Council to institute an inquiry into wages generally or in specified indus- 
tries on the sort of information that we have had before us this afternoon, 
The worst of inquiries by amateurs into labour conditions is that they 
are likely to do more harm than good. We have just had an inquiry 
into the causes of industrial unrest and Mr. Chaudhuri himself was 
responsible for that inquiry. Some of the members of the committee had 
experience of labour, either from the side of employers or from the side 
of employees, but I think I am speaking for my other colleagues who had 
no such experience when I say that we were conscious throughout^ that 
we wereireading on dangerous ground, that we were dealing with forces 
whose exact magnitude was unknown to us and with facts and eonditionsi 
the importance of which it was very difficult for us t,o appreciate. 
I hope and believe that we have done no harm. I hope we may Jiave done 
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some good, and that the result of the inquiry will be useful ; but I do sug- 
gest that we should wait and see^hat the results of these inquiries are 
before we venture to tread ,pii,very much more dangerous ground. After 
all is it necessary for us to sthrt'an inquiry into wages in general? The 
experience of Bengal during the last Welye zSonths shows that labour 
has its own ways and means of pressing its demands on capital, and the 
lecent Committee following the English authorities^ fe|id it down as an 
axiomatic principle that the best and most satisfactory method of settling 
labour disputes between employers and workmen, is lor the parties direct- 
ly concerned to coM.e to an agreement between themselves. The Rai 
Bahadur agreed to this j)rinciple, but he now supports the proposal that we 
should set up an Industrial Board to settle wages. I sviggest that on the 
principle laid down by our committee we ought to give employers and 
employed in the industries mentioned by Mr. Chaudhuri a chance of set- 
tling their differences, if differences exist. If, unfortunately, they are 
unable to come to an agreement, the proposals of our committee provide 
machinery for avoiding an open rupture and for facilitating the settle- 
ment of any matters on which these people cannot come to an agreement 
among themselves. I would urge that we should wait for the result of 
these measures before proceeding to institute further inquiries into indus- 
trial conditions on more detailed lines. 

That, T think, is all I need say in regard to the new issues raised in 
Mr. Chaudhuri’s speech. Turning to the resolution I need not point out 
that in a mailer of this kind legislation must be undertaken in Simla or 
Delhi. At the present moment the Government of Bengal feel that, for 
the reasons I have stated, such legislation would be premature in Bengal. 
We have not sufficient information on which to base legislation or to pro- 
pose legislation to the Government of India. We see that legislation 
would involve very great risks to industry which we cannot at present 
see how to meet. We know that it would involve great .expense as well 
as bureaucratic interference with industry which should not be under- 
taken unless we were very much more sure of our ground and of the 
benefits which we should secure than we are at present. For these 
reasons, I am afraid, I cannot accept the resolution on behalf of Govern* 
ment. 

Mr. KRISHNA CHANDRA RAY CHAUDHURI: I. rise to reply 
to a few points raised by various members. Mr: Watson-Smyth sdid 
in his s|)eech that industrial boards are unnecessary and very expensive. 
Here in this Council we have all heard of industaial boards in England ; 
Trades or Industrial Boards were not set up in England by the agitation 
of labour. I can show from speeches reported in the Hansard that 
laboqr was asleep, when the first Trades Boards were - introduced 
in England. It was simply due to a few humane workers like 
3(r. Rowntrie and others, who saw that the wages were veiry very low, 
in certain industries that the matter was brought to the notice of 
the Government. My point is that we cannot compare the cemditions of 
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Bngland with the conditions of India« but we can compare the con- 
ditions of Australia with those of India because both of them are semi- 
agricultural countries and in both of them industries are only partially 
developed. If 1 had the report in my hmd I could have shown that the 
minimum wage system wab a tremendoius success in Australia. The 
figures quoted by the Hon’blf llr, Kerr, viz., 11,000 workers atfected by 
the system in Australia, relate to the year 1912, that is about nine years 
ago. Mr. Roberts, who introduced 4he Amending Trades Board Bill in 
1918, showed that it was a tremendous success in Australia since it was 
introduced In Victoria. Labour in England, I meUn the great Parlia- 
mentary Labour Party, had taken little or no interest in the discussion vS 
in Parliament. That is because the labour party knew that the British 
workers could raise their wages by demand and not through the Trades 
Boards Act. They knew that by strikes they coiild raise their wages. 
Here, in India, there is no strong striking capacity and 1 do not want 
strikes. There is but very weak combination among workers in India 
to strike and an Act of this kind is bound to protect labour from being 
exploited and minimise the miseries due to low wages, long hours and 
other conditions which, I may say, are almost brutal at least in some of the 
industries. Mr. Waison-Smyth said that the very fact that there is a 
scarcity of labour in the collieries shows that labour is well paid. I do 
not at all believe it. I can show you from statistics of wages i>ublished 
by the Department of Statistics — Department which has been often 
unjustly pooh-poohed that it does not give accurate information — that 
colliery wages per month have risen from Rs. 11 to Rs. J 3-8-0 in four 
years since 1914, and Rs. 15 in 1921. An Indian miner, according (o 
official report, can raise 119 tons a year. Taking the new rate of wages 
that has come into fonie four months ago viz., nine annas a tub, 
the utmost a miner can earn is Rs. 119 a year. A Belgian miner 
noted for his skill, could only raise- 130 tons a year and gets 15 shillings 
per ton, while an Indian miner hardly gets 15 annas. In England the 
rate of miner’s wages averagers £1-6-0 a ton, while a miner in India is 
considered to be well-paid by the mine-owners though he is given 
15 annas a ton and his utmost wage is Its. 119 a year. 

Coming to sweating, great misconception has arisen regarding 
the definition of ** sweating.” The Hon’ble Mr. Kerr has admitted that 
there is sweating in this country. The meaning of the word sweat- 
ing was given by Mr. Roberts when he introduced the Bill. Sweat- 
ing ” means ” under-paying ” or ” paying wages far below the sub- 
sistence allowance.” I am not thinking of housing or sanitary arrange- 
ments but simply of the rate of wages that is in force in Bengal that I 
gave the figures of tea garden wages. The maximum wage a coolie 
can earn td-day is Rs. 10 a month including every kind of grant made 
by the' tea companies in the shape of distribution of grains at cost 
price, medicines, etc. Does any member of the Council honestly believe 
Rs, 10 a living wage for a tea garden coolie ? In the Central Provinces 
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and Orissa an agrieulttiral labourer gets 8 annas a day and, in Bengal, 
#e cannot get a day'-labourer lor anything less than 12 annas. Still 
there are some who say KsivlO is a fair wage in the tea garden because 
the coolies do not come arway from there. What are they to doP In 
the country we have more than sufficient agricultural labour. Our 
agriculture is not^roperly devjsloped and added to this there is the 
trouble of the money-lender; hence villagers go away and work at low 
wages in far pS places. 

The Hon’ble 'KeiT has pointed out that the passing of an Act like 
this will necessitate the employment of "executive officials and police 
officials to proceed against those who do not comply with its conditions. 
1 did not suggest in my resolution that we were going to pass an Act in 
this Council for an Industrial Board. What I asked is the formation of 
a committee to inquire into the conditions of labour and to recommend 
to the Government of Bengal or to the Government of India the propriety 
or otherwise of passing such an Act. It would be open to the Bengal 
Government or the Government of India either, to accept the Committee’s 
recommendation or to refuse it. If the local Government refuse and 
the Imperial Governmopt takes no steps, I am sure the League of Nations 
will compel them to do so. 

The resolution was then put and lost. 

District Advisory Boards. 

Babu NIBARAN CHANDRA DAS GUPTA; This Council recom- 
mends to the Government that immediate steps be taken to constitute 
district advisory boards composed of a few leading and representative 
men of the districts, to keep the District Officers informed as to the 
trend of public opinion on all important questions, and to advise them 
on all important legal and executive measures.” 

The idea or the principle underlying the resolution is an old one; 
though not as old as the hills,” it has no pretensions to novelty. 
The Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler, in meeting a similar proposal brought 
into this Council by my friend Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri, described 
the. proi>osal as something similar to the process of bringing out the 
old horse out of the stable to give it a fresh run-out- The question 
was also before the District Administration Committee, which evidently 
did not favour the idea, as the necessity for such advisory boards was 
not so much felt. The District Officers were the chairmen of the dis- 
trict boards, and as such they were in constant touch with a large 
number of representative men of the district and in a few cases, they 
were the Chairmen of the district headquarters municipalities. Fur- 
ther, as District Officers, they had to come in touch with many men in 
'the discharge of their judicial and revenue duties. I remember to have 
been asked for an expression of opinion on the advisability or otherwise 
of instituting such boards and at that time the step did not strike me 
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as at all necessary, exactly on the grounds ,set forth by the District 
Administration Committee. But the circumstances completely , 

changed since then. The District Officers are no longer the Chairmen 
of the district boards and municipalities and in many districts they have 
been relieved to a large extent of their judicial and revenue duties, 
which are now relegated to the officers known Additional District 
Magistrates. 

Their position is now one of great isolatioh. ^ Further, under the 
present arrangements, these officers are not even so mudi in touch with 
the police, who are the puiweyors of news to the official world, because 
the Police Department has been denuded of a great deal of its old 
magisterial Supervision. There are now fewer opportunities for dis- 
trict officers to come in touch with the public and the trend of public 
opinion, which, it must be admitted, has considerably developed and 
grown more and more. 

It may be said that District Officers have to tour a great deal in the 
mufassal and they come in touch with the people in the course of such 
tours. Sir, we know that though such tours are meant for the pprposo 
at which the resolution aims, yet I am bound to say that they are not 
productive of the results which we naturally expect out of them. Fur- 
ther, Sir, a g^bod deal will depend upon the personality of such officers. 
Those that are young and shy, those who cannot cast off their natural 
insular habits, and those who can hardly understand the vemacular of 
their districts and express themselves intelligibly to the common people 
in their own tongue are really very much handicapped in their work. 
No doubt the Government has issued circular after circular, calling 
ui)on the District Officers to make themselves accessible to alj classes of 
people, to be courteous and polite to visitors and so forth, yet they 
have proved infructuous as the people did not feel the necessity of taking 
advantage of the good intentions of the circulars. Many people, who 
have their own axes to grind, own ends to achieve, and own purposes to 
serve, approach these officers and they are hardly the i>eople, who are 
competent to advise independently and on right lines and who can be 
regarded as exponents of public opinion. Sir, the necessity for such 
boards becomes apparent, when we consider that there are many people 
' who fight shy of approaching the officials, unless called on to do so; and 
do not like to be very communicative, unless and until they feel that it 
is their duty to communicate the trend of public opinion frankly, and 
fearlessly. There is now no paucity of independent, educated, honest 
and sober public men in the districts, who will only too gladly help the 
administration and the District Officers, by placing their honest opinion 
and^iniormation at their disposal, if they feel that it is their duty to do 
so. It is not my intention that the officers shall in any way be fettered 
or bc^und to follow such advice and to accept such information as the 
very essence of truth. They are to be left perfectly unfettered in their 
discretion, no hard ^ and fast rules are necessary. The body is to be 
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purely advisory ’’ and nothing more. It has beep said that many 
people get offended if their advice is not accepted. But, Sir, 1 have 
not much to say about the mentality of men, who consider themselves, 
as the very repositories of wisdom; unless an opportunity is given for 
developing a sense of public duty, there is not much to hope for the 
growth and develop:itfent of a healthy public life in the country — a con- 
summation which w^ all devoutly wish for. 

It has been said, with a great deal of truth and emphasis, that the 
District Officers are the i^eal pivots of the administration and, unless 
facilities are afforded to these officers to be in the closest possible touch 
with the people and public opinion, it is not quite fair to charge them 
for blunders and mistakes fraught with serious consequences. Many 
a pitfall can be avoided, many errors rectified, if the District Officers can 
read, fully and correctly, the public sentiments and thoughts. There 
is no use initiating grand and beneficent policies, there is no use pro- 
mulgating useful laws, unless full facilities be given to put them into 
real practice and operation. Here in the Council Chamber, there are 
many officials, who served their terms as District Officers and know 
Pnd appreciate full well the resi)onsibilities of the position of District 
Officers. The times have changed. The circumstances have altered 
and, it is said, we have to look at every question from a new angle of 
vision. We are all for efficient administration and any step calculated 
to make it more efficient is welcome. My idea is not to introduce a 
complicated machinery. The selection of advisors, the subjects on 
which advice and information should be sought, the occasions on 
which they are to be sought, must all be left to the unfettered discretion 
of the officers themselves and Government, and I am confident that the 
experienced members of the Government can easily formulate a scheme, 
elastic and fluid enough, for the composition of such non-statutory 
advisory boards. 

I had talks with several officials in the mufassal, who regard the 
idea as useful provided their discretion is in no way hamiiered or fettered. 
Our Government is anxious to have a machinery for the dissemination 
of truth or a propaganda for placing correct views of Government 
policies and measures before the masses, who are gullible enough to 
swallow any amount of baseless rumours or wilful misrepresentations 
and distortion of facts. Here is such a machinery which, if properly 
handed, will be of immense use and has great jiotentialities. Such 
Boards if properly constituted, will be good interpreters of Govern- 
ment policies and measures. A good deal will no doubt depend upon 
the selection of the right sort of men, constituting such boards and 1 
am confident that the Government with the help of the local officials can 
easily make a good selection. The necessity has been all the greater, 
on account of the fact that comj)aratively junior officers are now 
appointed as District Officers through the exigencies of the service. 
Popularisation of the Government at the top and^ Ii^dianisation -of the 
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sereices are no remedy; unless and until we forge some machinery for 
the crystallisation of public opinion and for information and know- 
ledge, and also something which may serve as interpreters between the 
Government and the people, we cannot expect real popular Government. 

The Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler, by his very tactful direction to the 
District Officers fo consult the local members of the Council upon the 
relative importance and urgency of many re<iuirement8 and projects of 
the Police Department, has, to my mind, taken a step forward towards 
the materialisation of the idea underlying the resolution. I only want 
a further extension of it to some other subjects too and the inclusion 
of some more representative men into this proposed consultative and 
advisory body. Mine is a very modest proposal, involving no exptmdi- 
ture, no loss of prestige and no complication. It is, I believe, calcu- 
lated to make the machine of administration smoother and more liable. 

I hope the Government will see its way to accept it at least as an 
experiment well worth trying. 

With these few words, I commend the resolution to the acceptance 
of the House. 

Mr. 8YED NA8IM ALIS I fully appreciate the spirit which has 
actuated Mr. Das Gupta to bring this resolution before the Council. 
He has very clearly pointed out the necessity for framing or formijig 
such an advisory board, but there is one thing which has raised cer- 
tain misgivings in my mind. The resolution is silent on the point as 
to how the advisory boards should be constituted. • The resolution simply 
says that the advisory boards should consist of a few leading and 
representative men. The word “ representative is rather ambiguous. 
I do not know whether the learned mover has included therein the 
representations of different communities. If in such Advisory Boards 
the different communities are adequately represented, then I think it 
would serve a very useful purpose. If my suggestion is accepted, the 
resolution would run thus: — 

This Council recommends to the Government that immediate steps 
be taken to constitute district advisory boards in which different com- 
munities will be adequately represented to keep the District Officers 
informed as to the trend of public opinion on all important questions, and 
to advice them on all important legal and executive measures. 

If that amendment is accepted, I would support the resolution in the 
amended- form. » 

BMlU NIBARAN CHANDRA DAB GUPTA 8 1 am prepared to accept 
the amendment. 

The PRE8IDENT8 The mover, of' the resolution wants to make a 
chunge in the wording of the resolution : he is allowed to do that. The 
discussion will now proceed on the basis of the amended resolution. 
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Babu 8URENDRA NATH RAY: 1 have great pleasure in support- 
ing the resolution. It may be in the recollection of many of the mem- 
bers who are in the habit of reading the proceedings of the Imperial 
Legislative Council that Mr. Ookhale brought in almost a similar resolu- 
tion before the Imperial^JiegisUtive Council years ago, and the objection 
on the part of the Government to accept that resolution was that there 
were district boards consisting :of both elected and nominated members 
who fully represented the districts and upon whose advice the District 
Officers could always act. So there was no use having another 
advisory board superseding the district boards or sitting side by side 
with the district boards. But now there has been a complete change. 
The District Magistrate is no more the Chairman of the district board 
and he has scarcely any opportunity of coming in contact with men of 
light and leading in the district. No doubt he goes once in one dr two 
years to inspect the municipalities, but he goes there not with a view to 
ascertain the wants of the people of the place but he goes there as a 
critic. He goes there with the last inspection report of the Sanitary 
Commissioner, the last audit report and also he goes there to see if the 
remarks and suggestions made by him in his last inspection report have 
been carried out by the municipal authorities. These are his functions 
when he goes to inspect the municipalities. He never comes in contact 
even with the municipal commissioners and consequently he cannot 
know their views on any subject; so I think that it would be a very good 
thing if the suggestion of my friend Babu Nibaran Chandra Das Gupta 
be carried out, namely, that district advisory boards be formed. I 
think these district advisory boards may consist of members of the 
district boards both Hindus and Miihammadans as well as the leading 
commissioners of the municipalities of the district; also other leading 
men who fully represent the views of the people, because there are 
many men who do not want to come in as commissioners or as members 
of the district board but who still fully represent the views and feelings 
of the people of the locality. District magistrates will not lose, anything 
by an interchange of views with these people. In fact they will gain 
much. 

My friend Mr, Das Gupta has already referred to the circular which 
has been I'ecently issued by the District Magistrates, probably at the 
instance of the Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler, to gauge the opinions of 
the members of the Legislative Council about the requirements of the 
police. Tliis is no doubt a very good move on the part of the Govern- 
ment, but this is only one instance in which there have been meetings 
between the District Magistrate and the members of the Council regard- 
ing an important question. There are people in the district who are 
not members of the Council but who stDl fully represent the views and 
feelings of the pe<^e. I know that, as a matter of fact, at the tilme of 
famines or when the Prince of. Wales or some member of .the lEfoyal 
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family cornea to Calcutta or near Calcutta they are invited by the dis- 
trict authorities or by divisional Commissioners to take part in the pror* 
ceedings and to do what they think proper and raise some fiinds either 
for alleviating distress or for the purpose of giving a suitable reception. 

I am of opinion that there should be permanent advisory committees 
who may meet once in two or three months for the puropse of an inter- 
change of views between the District Ofl^cers and the leading and repi'e- 
sentative men of the district. 

With these words, I beg to support the resolution. 

Mauivi EKRAMUL HUQ: I rise to oppose the resolution amended as 
it is. My reasons are that even in the amended form it does not give 
proper representation to the different communities; for the words used 
there are simply “ representation of the different communities ” and 
even if that amendment will go to the length of giving adequate repre- 
sentation, even then I would have objected to it. 

The PRESIDENT: There is the word ** adequate ” in the resolution 
as amended. 

Mauivi EKRAMUL HUQ: I think it absolutely necessary that the 
words used in the resolution should be full and adeciuate representa- 
tives of the different communities.'' We know that representation on 
bodies like these when left to the officials and to their sweet will are 
done in a most haphazard way. We have got a bitter experience of 
these matters. Even to-day a certain question was raised and the 
Hon'ble Member for Government said that what was right and proper 
was done and the Hon'ble Member had no reason to look into the ques- 
tion of the representation of various people. This is the way of the 
officials! (I am referring to Sir Surendra Nath Banerjea: he is absent, 
but I hope his Secretary will take note.) I think I am right in saying 
that the Hon'ble Sir Henry Wheeler also gave a similar reply to a ques- 
tion that was raised with regard to the Police Department so far as I can 
remember. 

The Hon’ble Sir HENRY WHEELER: My recollection does not 
follow the speaker at all. 

Mauivi EKRAMUL HUQ: My recollection is that we get answers 
like these from various officers and it is for these reasons that even now 
we have not made enough progress in the matter of education and we 
are not fully represented in the various departments of Government. 
To my^mind these officers in their private capacity are perfect gentle- 
men and they are not blind, but as officers they have no eyes to see and 
it is on the advice of their Secretaries and office notes that they act. 
And it is on this ground that 1 oppose the resolution and I would like 
to have the various interests defined. There is another ground which 
1 think will appeal to most members of the Council. 
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My friend Babii Surendra Nath Ray referred to a similar resolution 
having l)een moved in the Imperial Council. But he forgot to say that 
the resolution was to the effect that a portion of representation to the 
district councils was to be by election. At a time like this, when we 
have got the Reforms, is it not disgraceful if the Council agrees that 
we are to depend for representation in the different districts on the sweet 
will of the Magistrate? We should consider this i)oint and we should 
also think whether it is not right and proper that this resolution be 
withdrawn and a similar resolution brought later on. I may tell the 
House that I sent notice of a similar resolution on the lines of the late 
Mr. Gokhale, but it was out of time and so was not placed before the 
Council. All that I say is that I am fully in agreement and accord with 
the spirit of the resolution, but I wish that a resolution which will ba 
according ta the wish of the people of the country should be brought 
before the House and not the one we have before us at present. 

Babu TANKANATH OHAUDHURI: I heartily support this resolu- 
tion. In times of trouble there is a very great necessity for such an 
advisory board in the district headquarters. When there is no trouble, 
there may be no necessity for Advisory Boards, but in troublous times 
the necessity of having these boards is very great. 

Now, I want to say one thing. In the resolution and in the amend- 
ment the word representative ** has come in. I do not understand 
what the mover of the resolution means by the word representative.** 
Does he want that the members of the Board should be elected by the 
people, or does he mean that Government should select such men as they 
consider to be called representatives of the people? In his reply, I hope 
he will make the point clear. 

With these words, I beg to support the resolution. 

The Hon’ble Sir HENRY WHEELER: As ihe mover of this resolu- 
tion has admitted, it raises a question of considerable antiquity. 
Most matters relating to Indian administration have fairly re8i)ectable 
pedigrees, and this question is no exception to that rule. The idea 
of these advisory committees found considerable favour about the years 
lf)07 and 1909, at the time when the Decentralisation Commission ^as 
sitting, and it found favour then largely on account of the support 
given to it by the late Mr, Gokhale. The idea was most fully investi- 
gated by the Decentralisation Commission, which started by being 
rather attracted by it, but after lengthy inquiries they, with the oxcei>- 
lion of Mr. Romesh Chandra Dutt, were of opinion that it was 
inexpedient and inadvisable. Since then there was a very well known 
discussion in 1912 in the Imperial Legislative Council, in which the 
difficulties of the proposal were pointed out; and subsequent to that, 
to pass to the minor sphere, it came before the old Council here in 
January, 1919, when I again went over the ground. This afternoon. 
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tiierefore^ it is not unnatural that we haye heard little that is now, and 
1 can urge little that is new on the other side. In tact one cannot 
but regret that, with the rather lengthy agenda before us, we have to 
spend our time in reroasting those rather ancient chestnuts. However, 
one iinportant consequence of the antiquity of this subject has been that 
since the question was advocated, in various quarters, now seme 11 or 
12 years ago, there have been two changes of prime importance bear- 
ing ui>on it. The first is, surely, the constitution of the new and 
enlarged Legislative Councils, which disposes of many of the reasons 
which, in the old days, were argued in support of the.se ideas. As our 
Councils are now constituted, we have in them from every district in 
the province practically three or four members (including the miscel- 
laneous. constituencies connected with every district), and if those 
members are not competent to keep themselves informed as to ^the 
trend of views prevalent in their constituencies, one may well ask what 
ore they here for? This new factor in the situation must add an addi- 
tional argument against the idea of setting up new and local bodies. 
Another change is this. The de-officialisation of the local bodies has 
been urged to-day as a reason in support of the proposal, whereas, to 
my mind, it can only have a contrary bearing in. We are told that the 
Collector now stands in a position of isolation, but, surely, whether be 
is with, or without, the district board, it is equally open to him to 
consult it; whereas he can now consult it as a purely non-official body, 
free from the sway which, we were often told in the old days, was 
exercised by the Collector himself to pervert its views. Therefore, in 
so far as the non-official advisory boards are concerned, we have them 
by the de-officialisation of the local bodies to an even greater extent 
than they existed previously. 

Now, one difficulty in dealing with this question, which has been 
fairly constant throughout the discussion, is that it is mainly argiied 
on the basis of generalities; and few care to tell us in detail either 
precisely what they want as regards the constitution of these com- 
mittees, or exactly what they want these committees to do. We have 
a description in the resolution that these committees are to consist* of 
a few leading and representative men. Well, how are they tt> be chosen P 
If they are to be chosen by selection — and Maulvi Ekra- 
mul Huq has already voiced this criticism this after- 

noon — ^there is one certain result, namely, that those who 
aie not so chosen will at once deny that the members are either 
' leading 6r representative. If they are chosen by election, by whom 
are they to be elected P Are we to set up the same paraphernalia which 
we havib for the purpose of Council elections P We have already heard 
to-day that we must have communal representation for Muhammadans, 
but, if so, it is equally arguable for Europeans and zamindars. Are 
we to bave the same elaborate- system of constituencies which we have 
tor the purpose the CouneflP 'Are we to set up the same machinery 

vr 
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for local bodies of this kind? What will be the result^ If the co®- 
stituencies return the same representatives and leadings men as they 
return to the Council, that will of course make it easier for the members 
ot* this Council, as knowing the opinions of the advisoi*y committees 
to be those of themselves, they will be able to endorse and support them 
with far more emphasis. But if we are merely going to have a repeti- 
tion of the same opinion, why set up a double machinery? And again, 
suppose different, men are elected, and we have two bodies of leading 
and representative men, surely this unfortunate Council will be left in 
some quandary as to which is to be taken as really leading and represen- 
tative ? , 

Babu Surendra Nath Bay has certainly broached an idea which is 
altogether new to the previous discussions. In Mr. Gokhale’s* scheme 
these committees were to consist of some 9 to 12 members, so far as 

recollection goes : but Babu Surendra Nath Ray would have all the 
^^iolembers of the district boards, all the members of the municipalities, 
plus others, on these committees. But the former are already sitting 
oh bodies which can be consulted; while to assemble them with others 
would mean a local parliament of some 50 or 100 members. Is such 
a body going to make for rapid working in the machinery of the dis- 
trict? As Babu Surendra Nath Bay has reminded us, I recently 
requested District Magistrates to constitute small local advisory com- 
mittees of their Council members to discuss local police affairs. Babu 
Surendra Nath Bay complains that this has been done only once; but 
J may tell him that I have been waiting for two months and have not 
yet received replies from all districts. What would happen to the 
unfortunate District Magistrate if he had to work his district in consulta- 
tion with 100 members, one shudders to think. - i , 

Then again, another point of the first importance ivS — ^are the func- 
tions of these committees to be executive or advisory? Directly this 
point is proved among different witnesses we come to absolute diver- 
gence of views. The mover says — ^let them be advisory. One of the 
difficulties of that system is that it satisfies nobody, and we at once 
get the request, in one form or another, that these committees should 
be given the right of executive control. This is sometimes put forward 
in the form that the District Magistrate, if he differs from his com- 
mittee, shall refer to the Commissioner, and there are other variations. 
But a purely advisory function does not, and will not, satisfy any one. 
But if we are to have executive boards, it becomes all the more important 
to consider what they are going to do. We are told that they will 
keep District Officers informed as to the trend of public o]union on all 
important questions. If, by imp^tant questions ’’ is meant matters 
of local in^e/est, which, as everybody kiiows> are the subject of much 
local tittle-tattle in every Collector’s charge^ then J^have no hesitaiim 
in asying that we shall create little fod of intrigue, and jealousies 
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whiohf far from assisting the Collector, wiH seriously hamper him in 
his work. If, on the other hand, by important questions,'' we mean 
those questions which bulk large in the public view, such as matters 
whidi come before this Council, then can anybody say at present that, 
in so far as there is a vocal, opinion in this conn try, it is not fully voiced 
and made known to allp There are non-vocal sections which are apt 
to be overlooked now, and would be more apt to be overlooked under 
the system of local advisory committees, but in so far as vocal opinion 
goes which is able to express itself in a tangible form, that opinion, 
I submit, as is known to anybody who has any first-hand knowledge 
of the working of the legislature or of the discussions of large admkii- 
strative questions, is fully known to all and sundry. 

One noticeable feature in this resolution, in which it differs widely 
from the resolution which was moved two years ago, is that it does not 
bring in the executive functions of the Collector. In the earlier debate 
J went through, one by one, the different functions which the Collectof 
had to perform, and pointed out in detail that in connection with none 
of them was there a place for this executive advisory committee. I 
do not wish once more to go through all these details; but again I 
would remind the Council that to the extent that the work of Collector 
lends itself to advisory help, the Collector Las ajlreatly such bodies. 
Taking judicial work, what is a jury but something in the iiatiire of 
an advisory committee, in so far as it brings in non-officials to assist 
the Sessions Judge? Though honorary magistrates the non-official 
public is brought in to assist the Magistrate. Then again, on ihe 
executive side, we haVe advisory committees for excise; we have district 
agricultural associations; we have co-operative societies and we have 
visitors to the local jails. Therefore whenever the subject lends itself 
to treatment in this way, bodies of this kind are already in existence. 

It has been suggested this afternoon that advisory committees might 
be useful in the direction of publicity ; and far be it from me to under- 
rate the importance of that subject. But if I am conviuc^ed of one 
thing more than anything else, it is that if any success is to be achieved 
in this direction, it' will be through the agency of non-official organised 
effort. To make publicity work a part of the function of the District 
Magistrate, pure and simple, will be largely to detract from its value. 

My general and final objection to this resolution is that it is out 
of date. , Whatever might have been said for it when the late Mr. Gokhale 
first put it forward, circumstances have now altogether changed; and 
they wilT change further in future. The proper line of development 
in associating the people more closely with the administration will be 
in devolving to local non-offieial bodies particular functions, jnot, while 
keeping these functions in the hands of responsible officials, attempt- 
ing to tie their hands by associating vnth them a body of this kind.* 

wl 
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Babu NiBARAN CHANDRA DAS QUPTAl I am not going to 
press this resolution to a division. My object in moving this resolution 
was to suggest a machinery for helping District Officers in times of 
urgiency, as it has already been pointed out by my friend 
Babu Tankanath Chaudhuri. However, as the Hon’ble Sir Henry 
Wheeler thinks that it will be a complicated machinery and that many 
questions will arise which will lead to difficulties and that an advisory 
board of this kind will practically be of no use to the District Officers 
I am prepared to accept the opinion of the doyen of the Indian Civil 
Service. As far as my little knowledge of the mufassal goes we know 
th^t in spite of the existence of the district boards and other local bodies, 
the District Officers never care to have any contact or touch with them, 
not to speak of consulting them for purposes of advice. Of course it 
is a very good thing to say-»-here you are, there are these bodies and if 
you adopt the ways suggested everything will be right. We know that 
it is not always done. I may inform the House, however, that it all 
depends on the personality of the officer. There are officers and officers; 
and I know there are some who are too anxious to know the views and 
sentiments of the people. But there are also officers who are too proud 
and too lazy to this sort of thing. However, as the officials do not like 
such things, I would be the last person to move for setting up a machin- 
ery like this. After what has fallen from the Hon^ble Sir Henry Wheeler 
I do not press for a division^ As regards the question of representation 
which has been raised by some of my friends, I may tell them that selec^ 
tion or election would have been a matter for the Government to decide. 
As however Government do not like the idea I do not press the motion. 

The PRESIDENT: Do you want to withdraw the resolution P 

Babu NiBARAN CHANDRA DAS GUPTA: Under the circum- 
stances it comes to that. 

The resolution was then, by leave of the Council, withdrawn. 

Postponement of Civil Appeals. 

Mauivi RAFI UDDIN AHMED: ''This Council recommends to 
the Government that the practice of jiostponing civil appeals sine die and 
hearing them de die in diem without fixing any dates, in mufassal 
courts, be discoritintied.’^ . 

The wording of the resolution requires a little explanation. It simply 
means that in the district of lessors, civil appeals are kept pending for 
some time without date and they are taken up from day to day and beard. 
This is really very hard both to the lawyers and to the litigants. I 
asked a <|uestion in the Legislative Council, inquimg in wbicb districts 
this practice was prevalent but no reply was given. This shows that 
this illegal practice cannot be prevalent anywhere. I beg to say that 
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I have ascertained that this practice was introduced by 6ne Hr. Sankey, 
who became a judge of Jessore in May, 1920, in the first year of his ser- 
vice. I am afraid that this judge had no idea whatsoever of the difficul- 
ties of the lawyers and the litigants owing to this system. Of course 
in the High Court there is a practice of postponing appeals sine die and 
hearing them from day to day. But these appeals lie on matters of law 
only. Bnt in the mufassal courts it is otherwise. Before going into 
the legislation on the subject, 1 beg to state that when appeals are first 
filed before the District Judge, after scrutiny, some days are fixed for 
the appearance of the respondent; when the respondent appears the 
law says, some date must be fixed. Section 16, order 41, says that on 
the date fixed or on any other date to which the hearing may be 
adjourned . . . Rule 17 says that on the date fixed, if the appellant 

does not appear the court may go on with the appeal. The rulings on 
the point are reported in II Weekly Reporter. The rulings say that if 
an appeal is heard without any day having been fixed and the appellant 
is absent the appeal is not liable to be dismissed for default. It should 
api>ear on the record that a date was fixed and thereupon the default 
will be valid. 

The circular of the High Court is also in acqordanee with this rule. 
The circular of the High Court (rule 48, chapter I, volume I of the 
High Court’s General Rules and Circular Orders, Civil) runs as 
follows: — No Judicial proceeding of whatever nature should be 
postponed sine die.^* 

But in Jessore what is being done is this : A date is fixed for the 
appearance of the respondent and these appeals are kept pending for 
several months and, all on a sudden after, an order is hung up on a notice 
board that the following appeals are liable to be heard from Monday. 
The difficulty under this arrangement is that the clients cani:).ot be com- 
municated with and the respondent’s pleader cannot be found and the 
lawyers have to take all the briefs together and have to remember all 
the facts in order to be prepared for the hearing of these appeals. The 
lawyers cannot be expected to remember all the facts when all on a sudden 
the appeal is taken up for hearing as they are not phonographic machines. 
From my little experience of the mufassal I know that when the hearing 
is continued in the presence of parties many cases are compromised. In 
many cases the pleaders cannot always be present with the result that 
those cases are dismissed for default. Moreover when there are sessions 
cases and those, cases collapse then the civil eases are taken up and the 
lawyer^ cannot put in their appearance. These are practical difficulties 
which we^have felt ih Jessore. A representation was made to the High 
Court Judges who said that the Judge would accommodate the lawyers 
and the clients. In the meantime, however, the Judge was tran8fen*ed 
and another Hunsif Judge (Mmisif promoted to a Judgeship) came and 
he was afraid to upset "the orders of his predecessor. Another Judge 
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of the Indian Civil Service came and he also said that he would follow 
the practice of his predecessors whether it was legal or illegal. 

I may point out that when appeals are fixed some dates are given 
and the judge has to sign the order sheet. Simply to shrink this work 
the judge followed this practice which is not in accordance with 
the practice of the mufassal. The judge is there only to see that just- 
ice is done and not shirk his work. A great injustice in the name of 
justice is done to the parties only in the aisthcts of Jessore and Rangpur 
where this practice is alone prevalent. I appeal to Government to make 
some such arrangement by which the law may be followed in Jessore 
and Rangpur, and with these words, I beg to commend this resolution to 
the acceptance of the Council. 

Mauivi 8YED NA8IM ALIi First of all I rise to support this resolu- 
tion not because I am acquainted with the practice of Rangpur or Jessore, 
bui the members of the Alipore Bar Library were victims of this proce- 
dure for some time within the past ten years. Since I joined the Bar I 
have found that as soon as appeals are filed according to provisions of 
law, a certain date is fixed for the appearance of the respondent and after 
the respondents djipear the appeals are postponed sine die and they are 
put on the board. That is the usual practice because the appeals which 
have been filed earlier must be taken up first and disposed of, and then 
subsequent appeals are taken up. A certain European — a cdmparatively 
junior officer — came to preside over the district as District Jtldg^, and his 
idea was that, on some occasions when the sessions collapsed, or the 
original suits are compromised or the probate cases collapsed, the Judges 
had no work to do. Thereforei some provision must be made for such 
contingencies and the learned judge was also of opinion that small 
appeals, such as rent appeals or money appeals, might be fixed for hear- 
ing and no date should be fixed so that, if such contingencies ocpur, the 
Judge may take up any of such appeals and dispose.of them ; and his idea 
was that it would not cause any inconvenience because the pleaders of 
that particular district were quite competent la deal with these appeals 
and finish these appeals by looking into the records for five minutes and, 
therefore, they did not require any previous preparation. ’ But> as the 
pleaders have got to give a certificate *a8 to the grounds of appeal, the 
members of the Alipore Bar met the learned judge and pointed out their 
difficulties, and a]^ jpointed out the legal difficulties to which the mover 
has invited the attention of this Council — mean to certain rulings of 
the High Court wherein their Lordships have said that, if no date is fixed 
and then if the appeal is dismissed for default, then that would, not be a 
default within the meaning of rules 16 and 17 of the Criminal Procedure 
Code. The learned judge ruled that a date must be fixed and when he 
did not fix a .da^e he said that that appeal would be taken up ai^ day that 
t^ court had time. It meant that it would be fixed from day to day. 
^Xherefore^ the requiremmts of law would be fulfilled. He further 
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tliat thia wim» the practice in the High Court. In the High Court 
they prepare weekly lists and afterwards they prepare daily lists from 
the list prepared for the week. Our contention, therefore, was that in the 
High Court on the appellate side they have not any original work to do. 
There the pleaders take up the appeal work and, therefore, they are not 
inconvenienced in any way. Besides the High Court has got to deal with 
questions of law on second appeals and there are some cases of first appeals 
and there, of course, the presence of the client is unnecessary to a certain 
extent. But in mufassal courts the appeals are first appeals and they are 
on questions of facts and, therefore, it is absolutely necessary that the 
clients al§o should be present at the time of the hearing of the appeal. The 
learned Judge after hearing us said that he would try his best to accom- 
modate, the pleaders and the clients as much as possible, but how that was 
to be done was left vague. However, in the meantime, the learned Judge 
took leave and the permanent incumbent came and that practice was 
abolished. We have no diflSculty now. As the mover has remarked, in 
some districts, some Judges simply to find out work, when original suits 
or sessions cases fail, try to adopt such a procedure. It is desirable, 
therefore, that this should be put an end to, and that the judges may be 
directed to fix a certain number of appeals for each day even if there be 
sessions work. He can do two or three appeals^even with sessions cases. 
That has been done in every district. What is the good of putting a cer- 
tain number of cases on the board and then fixing no other date, and 
informing tiha pleaders that these appeals may be taken up any day that 
the court would have time. Under such circumstances it would be most 
inconvenient not only to the lawyers but also to the litigants They can- 
not anticipate when sessions cases would collapse or when original suits 
would be compromised and. they would be dancing attendance from day to 
day while their appeal is not taken up — that is how the public are incon- 
venienced. There is no doubt that it is very inconvenient to the pleaders 
also, as they have got to ivrepare their briefs and, if they are to prepare 
eight or ten appeala^ they haye to be prepared in every case although it 
is not likely that they be taken up when sessions cases collapsed. 
That is the difficulty , to which the pleaders are put under such circum- 
stances. The practice, as is prevalent in most districts, ought to be 
followed and there should be an universal practice everywhere. 

Rai JOGENDRA OHUNDER CHOSE Bahaduri Sir, I have much 
pleasure in supporting this resolution. . Everything that could be said 
has already been said by the. gentlemen who preceded me. But I ought 
to tell the House that the practice of the High Court is not exactly what 
it is represented to be thftt appeals are heard de die in diem* ^ What hap- 
pens is this. We have got ia list for the day. Sometimea a list of below 
fifty oases is put up, for the cases which may be taken up, after the court 
has finished hearing of appeals. Bu^'I do not know that within the last six 
months this has done. So, eyen in the High Court, that practice 
is not followed as a rule, and I must say, in support of my hon’ble friend, 
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the mover^ that it is against the law io postpone a case without fixing a 
date. It may be convenient for the couVt but it is very inconvenient to 
the pleaders^ the most prominent of whom are engaged in original cases 
im the mufassal. I support the resolution. 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH MULLICK: Sir, I perfectly sympathise 
with the hon’ble mover and 1 fully agree with him and that for two 
reasons. The first is, that pleaders are not gramophones, and the second 
is, that considerable difficulty is felt if cases are taken up in this way. 
What is done by some judges is to treat these cases as what may be called 
stop-gap cases. That is a very mischievous policy. When a sessions 
case breaks down, owing to the non-attendance of the jury or the illness 
of the accused, and so on, these cases are called up. This helps the judge 
in reducing the number of appeals by dismissing them straight away. 
But it does not seem to be justice. It causes trouble both to the parties 
and to the lawyers concerned. I have experience of these matters — a 
pleader is sent for and asked to plead when he has not even got his brief 
ready. It is certainly inconvenient for him when he is suddenly called 
upon to argue such a case. That is an arrangement which I am perfectly 
sure ought to be abolished. It may be very convenient to the judicial 
conscience of some of our judges though, I must say, not of all. There 
are* judges who would do everything possible in the interests of justice 
to convenience the pleaders and parties and there are some who take 
these opportunities to knock out some of their appeals by dismissing them 
straight away. I therefore think that this motion ought to be supported. 

The Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIMs Sir, when I first read the reso- 
' lution, I thought it meant something quite different from what has been 
explained in this House by its mover and the other speakers. As regards 
the x>ostponing of appeals sine die appeals have sometimes to be 
postponed^ die as they may be governed by common questions of law 
which are pending decision of a superior appellate court. In such cases 
it is perfectly right to postpone other appeals in correction with which 
the same question of law are raised. Otherwise, the time of the Court 
would unnecessarily be wasted. Then, as regards the^^tkl^lt.part of‘the 
resolution, that civil appeals should not be heard from day to day, it 
would mean that if an appeal is taken up to-day it ought not to be heard 
the next day. Surely, that is how it reads though that is not apparently 
what was intended. What I understood the mover find the other speakers 
to say was that certain District Judges do not arrange their lists, in such 
a way as to suit the convenience of the pleaders. Now, in the High Court, 
a list is put up for appeals which the judges think they might be able to 
dispose of in the course of the day. As a matter of fact, often they 
are not able to dispose of aU those appeals. They dispose of aatiie of theni. 
and the others are postponed, and that goes on from daj^ to day. It 
sometimes happens that in the High Court an, appeal is nqt .r^ched ev^ 
for a* fortnight. It is abaolutsly imi>ossible to avoid ebntingeneies of 
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thai{ sort. Tko district judges in the mufassal have to hear appeals fro;m 
the decision of miuisifs and they have also to do original work both crim- 
inal as well as ciyil. They have to put up a list of appeals expecting that 
if ^he original business of the day is finished they would be able to go on 
with the list, but it sometimes happens that these appeals have to be 
adjourned from day to day. It may be, that this causes some inconvenience 
to the pleaders, but that is not a matter for this House to deal with. If a 
wrong procedure is followed by a district judge, contrary to the ruling 
of the High Court, as has been suggested, then the aggrieved party should 
go to the High Court with his grievance. It is not for this House to lay 
down what would be the right procedure or wrong procedure. We are in 
fact asked that instructions may be given by the Government to the Court 
to arrange the business before them in a particular way, but surely the 
Government cannot lay down that in matters of procedure which are regu- 
lated by the law, the court should do this or should not do that. If in any 
particular case there has been a miscarriage of justice it is for the aggriev- 
ed to go to the High Court and have it redresse^. It is not within 
the competence of Government to interfere with the discretion of the 
Court in such matters. 

Mauivi RAFI UDDIN AHMEDi Sir, of course the Hon’ble Sir Abd- 
ur-Itahim has said that it will be too hard for judges if my resolution is 
accepted. My idea is that when a case has been taken up it should be 
continued from day to day but*that a date should be fixed before it is taken 
up. But this is not done in Jessore and that is what is objected to. We 
want that there should be some date given — some particular date — ^wheu 
such and such appeals are likely to be heard. But without fixing a.date 
the appeal should not be heard. The Hon’ble Member has said that; 
parties with grievances should go to the High Court. But in every case 
it is not possible. So they want the Government to recommend to the 
High Court that such practice should be discontinued in mufassal courts. 

I do not think it is illegal ior this Council to make such a recommenda- 
tion. This Councirwould not be laying down the law in the matter but 
would only send ^Recommendation to the High Court. The lower courts 
are under theK^Qo^^nmept also. If a reply were given to my question the 
mattter would have been^ more clear. But it has not been given. All that 
I want is that our recommendations may be forwarded to the High' Court. 
As regards the wording of the resolution, I may say that it is the wording 
of the Judge as he dictates it. 

The motion being put a division was taken with the following result : — 

AYE8. 

aiimse, Khan ialiadur Maulvl WitliauMiii. Chaudliuri, labu Kitheri Mohan. 

Aamtd, Mauivi fibs UMn. eiiautfaurl, Mauivl aiiali Muhammad. 

Aiimod, Mimtlif dafar. CMudhuri, Rai Harondranath. 

All, Mr. iyod IMiii. Oat, Rabu Bfiithmadov. 

Rbatlaoliiirit, Mbu Ham Obaadra. Oatta, aabu indu Bbuthaii. 

Ohatiaaliar, Rabo Ratlk Rbaiidra. Qhatab, Rai tabib Miimanf. 
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QhoM, Rfti B«hadur Jogtndra Chundar. 
Huq, Maulvi Ekramul. 

Karim. Maulvi Abdul. 

Karim, Maulvi Faaluk 
Khan Maulvi Hamid-ud-din. 

Makramali, Munthi. 


Maitra, Dr. datindra Nath, 
MluHlok, Baku Burandra Natb« 
Nakfcar, Baku Ham • Chandra. 
Nay, Raja Manilall aingh. 
•arkar, Baku dagaah Chandra, 
Sarkar, Baku Riahindra Nath. 


NOES. 


Birlay, Mr. L. 

Bampat, Mr. C. H. 

Chaudhuri, tha Hon’bla tha Nawak Saiyid 
Nawak All. Khan Bahadur. 

Daa, Ral Bahadur Amar Nath. 

Donald, Mr. J. 

Cupta, Mr. N. B. 

Hopkyna, Mr. W. S. 

Harntll, Mr. W. W. 

Karr, tha Han'bla Mr. d. H. 

Lang, Mr. d. 


Laaa, Mr. D. N. 

Marr, Mr. A. 

Mittar, tha Hon'bla Mr. P. C. 
O'Mallay, Mr. L. S. S. 

Payna, Mr. C. F. 

Rahim, tha Han’kia Sir Abd-ur. 

Ray. Baku Surandra Nath. 
Suhrawardy. Dr. Hauan. 
Suhrawardy, Mr. HuMyn Chahtad. 
Whaalar, tha Han’bla Sir Hanry. 
W.rd(w«rth, Mr.^. C. 


The Ayes being 24 and the Noes 21, the motion was carried 


Adjournment. 

P 

The Council was adjourned to the next day, Friday, the 8th July, 
1921, at 3 v.M. 
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PrMe«dingft of the Bengal Lagialittive Council aasMiUed undor the 
provisions of the Government of India Act. 

The Council assembled at 3 p.m. on the 8th July, 1921, in the 
Council Chamber in the Town Hall, Calcutta. 


Present: 

•/The Hon’ble the President; the Hon’ble the four i&f embers of the 
Executive Council, the Hon’ble the three Ministers, and 104 nominated 
and elected members. 


Unstarred Questions 

(answers to which were laid on the table). 

Sadhu ” as Kumar of Bhowal. 

187. Bahu FANINDRALAL DE: (a) Will tbe Member in 
charge of the Department of Revenue (Land Revenue) be pleased 
to make a statement giving particulars of the inquiry made prior to the 
publication of the notification by the District Magistrate of Dacca, declar- 
ing the sadhu claiming to be the Kumar of Bhowal, to be an impostor ? 

(6) Is it a fact that a few supporters of the said claimant wanted an 
opportunity to produce evidence and to cross-examine witnesses who were 
then making statements afiirming the fact of cremation P 

(c) If so, was such opportunity given to themP If not, why notP 
{d) Is there any truth in the allegation that the witnesses examined 
Jin Calcutta, Darjeeling and Dacca were either produced by or on behalf 
of Babu Satyendra Nath Banerjee, brother-in-law of the second Kumar 
of Bhowal P 

(e) Is there any truth in the allegation that the Deputy Magistrate 
who made the inquiry at Dacca, was assisted by men belonging to a party 
whose intereVlis Woul^ ijc; adversely affected if the alleged indentity of 
the sadhu were establisbed P 

(/) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to make a detailed state- 
ment giving particulars of the recent incident at the Mirzapur cutcherry 
of the Bhowal estate, in which a' Muhammadan was shot dead and two 
other persons were wounded P 

{g) Under vhose orders and why were armed escorts provided to the 
drummer while making the proclamation P 

(h) Is it a fact that copies of printed notifications were widely circu- 
lated among the tenants before the said proclamation of the purport 
thereof by beat of drum was made P 

(t) If so, what was the reason for making the proclamation P 
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MEMBER in charge cf DEPARTMENT of REVENUE [LAND 
REVENUE] (the Hon’ble the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdaran): 

(fl), (ft), (c), (d) and (e). The matter is being dealt with by the 
Court of Wards, and Government must decline to make any statement. 

(/) .The incident will form the subject of judicial proceedings. 
When these proceedings are completed, a copy of the judgmeiU, if desired, 
will be laid on the library table. 

(ff) No armed escort was provided for the drummer. 

(h) Printed .notifications were sent to all naibs to have them publish- 
ed by beat of drum. 

(i) ' The object of the proclamation was to acquaint the tenants 
with the facts and to prevent ignorant tenants paying money to wrong 
persons. 


Financial management cf the Calcutta University. 

188. Babu HEM CHANDRA NA8KER: (a) Has the attention of 
the Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Education been 
drawn to the fact made public by Mr. Charu Chandra Biswas, a member 
of the Syndicate of the Calcutta University, about the mismanagement 
of the finance and trust funds and the objectionable manner in which the 
budget of the University is usually prepared and passed by the Senate P 

(h) What steps are taken to chedk the accounts and control the 
finance ? 

(c) Is it a fact that treasury bills belonging to a specific trust fund 
were pledged by the University last year? 

(d) If so, what is the name of the fund to which the treasury bills 
belonged,? 

(e) What are the terms and conditions under which the University 
held the said fund P 

(/) What are the exact terms of the resolution of the Syndicate 
empowering the Registrar of the University to pledge the treasury bills, 
and what are the terms of the resolution of the Senate confirming the 
action of the Syndicate? 

MINISTER jn charge of DEPARTMENT of EDUCATION (the 
Hcn’ble Mr. P. C. Mitter): (a) The newspaper accounts of the episode 
to which the member refers have been noticed. 

(6) The accounts of the University are annually audited by the 
Accountant-General, Bengal, and the audit reports were, until the con- 
trol of the Calcutta University wras recently handed over to this Govern- 
ment, submitted to the Government of India. In future these reports 
will be submitted to the local Government. 



19 ^ 1.1 


QUESTIONS. 


353 


; {^)f (^) (/) GoTernment haye no information^ but a 

re|erence has been made to the Calcutta University and when replies have 
been received they will be placed on the library table. 


Cholera and Malaria in Faridpur. 

189. Dr. JATINDRA NATH MOITRA: (a) Will the Hou’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government be pleased 
to state what has been tke number of deaths from cboiera in the different 
subdivisions of the district of Faridpur in the years 1918, 1919 and 
1920 P 

(b) What arrangements have been made by Government to supply 
good drinking water in the areas particularly affected with cholera in 
that district? 

(c) ITave Government any statistics to show what parts of Faridpur 
are considered as highly malarious? 

{d) Has there been any anti-malarial project worked up in those 
parts? 

{e) If not, will the Hon*ble the Minister be pleased to state when 
such a project is likely to be taken in hand ? 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT 6f LOCAL SELF- 
GOVERNMENT (the Hon’ble Sir Surendra Nath Banerjea): 

(a) The figures are given in the following statement ; — 


SUBDITIBIOX. 

1918. 

1910. 

19S0. 

Sadar 

... 

1,035 

1,684 ' 

312 

(lopalganj 

• •• 

774 

301 

736 

Madaripur ... 

• •• 

1,494 

797 

760 

Qoalundo ... 

• •• 

1,282 

494 

409 

District Total 

• te 

4,585 


2,217 


(&) The provision of good drinking water is a work of local sani* 
tary improvement which should be taken up by the local authorities con** 
cemed. They have been urged to improve the sources of water-supply 
so as to check the periodical, recurrence and spread of cholera* 
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(o) The following statement shows the five thanas in which malaria 
is most prevalent : — 


OF THANA. 


1119. 

1920. 

« 

Mortality. 

Ratio per 
mille. 

Mortality. 

Ratio per 
mille. 

Mortality. 

Ratio per 
mille. 

Madaripur 

6,732 

i 

25-3 

7,382 

32*6 

8,954 

39*5 

Polong 

8,116 

22-8 

7,777 

21-9 

10,776 


Balliakandi ... ••• 

2,391 

29*2 

1,762 

21*6 

2,683 

32*2 

DhuBoa 

2,613 

1 

290 

1 

1 

2,029 

22*6 

3.030 

33*6 

Pangea 

3,345 

D 


21*2 

1 

3,774 

30*7 

[ 


(d) and (e) No anti-malarial scheme has been prepared. The 
District Board of Faridpur, like other District Boards, has been asked to 
convene a conference to which the leading men of the district will be 
invited to formulate schemes of water-supply and anti-malarial opera- 
tions. . The conference will be held shortly and I hope to attend it. 

Epidemic of cholera due to drought. 

190. Babu JATINDRA NATH BA8U; (a) Will the Hobble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-GovernmadEl:^ pleai^ed 
to say whether the attention of the Government has been to the 

spread of cholera in Bengal during the present hot weather * 

(b) Is it a fact that there was very little rain last cold weather? 

(c) Did the Government take any special steps or urge local bodies 
to take such steps so that the drought during the hot weather might be 
met, and the spread of epidemics due to the want of a supply of good water 
might be retarded? 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of LOCAL SELF- 
GOVERNMENT <the Hon^ble Sir Surendra Nath Banerjea); (a) Gov- 
ernment are aware that there was a general increase of cholera during 
the month of April, but it has been on the decline since May* 

(b) Bainfall was in defect in the month of November and December 
1920 ; it increased appreciably in Janrmry, 1921, but again diminished in 
February. 

(c) The Department of Public Health has been periodically noti- 
fying the chblera figures through the medium of the Associated Press. 
In the month of March laetf the Director of' Public Health issued a 
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circular to tbe Chairmen of all District Boards urging upon them to adopt 
a proper system of anti-cholera work: a similar circular was issued in 
the following month to the chairmen of Municipalities. Copies* of these 
circulars are laid on the library table. Local authorities of the localities 
which returned a serious increase of cholera were specially urged by the 
Department to adopt immediate preventiTe measures and to improve the 
water-supply. 


Partition of tauzi No^ 127, Khuina. 

191. BabU JOGENDRA NATH ROY: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Department of Devenue (Land Revenue) bo 
pleased to state — 

{i) since when the work of partition of tauzi No. 127> Khulna, has 
been going on; 

(it) when Government expect to finish the work ; 

(m) the number of office staff engaged' in this work and the cost 
incurred up to date by the parties concerned in the partition of 
• tauzi No. 127 ; and 
(iv) the area of the tauzi. 

(b) Are the Government considering the desirability of finishing 
the work of partition of tauzi No. 127 before tmdertaking settlement 
operations on the tauzi, or, in case it is not found possible to finish the par- 
tition of the tauzi within a short time, to defer settlement work till the 
completion of the partition ? 

(c) Are the Government aware of the fact that the proprietors will 
not benefit by the settlement unless partition is completed before settle- 
meiitP .. ^ 

. ' .t 

The Horli*ble the MAHARAJAOHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: (a) (t) Since the 9th September, 1912. ^ 

(ii) Partition is expected to be finished by the, end of September, 
1922, provided no objections are raised by the parties at any stage. 

(m) The number of office staff is 6. They do work in connection 
with the partition of other estates in addition. The cost incurred up to 
date for this estate is Bs. 59,848-0-9. 

(iv) The area is 65,000 acres. 

(b) As the attestation in the settlement proceedings will be done in 
1923-24, and final publication will not take place till the middle of 1925^ 
there would be no difficulty in incorporating the results of the partition 
in the settlement record, even if the partition proceedings are not finished 
until a year after the estimated time. There is, therefore, no necessity 
to defer settlement work till the completion of the partition proceedings* 
(c) The benefit to the proprietors will be enhanced if the partition 
is completed before the settlement records are finally published. 


Nelb printed in these proceedings. 
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Primary sehools hi Fartdpur. 

192. Mauivi ABDUL KARIM: (a) Wm the Hou’ble the Minister 
in charge of the Department of Education be pleased to state the number 
of the following class of schools in the Faridpur district : — 

(i) Board primary school for boys, 

(ii) Board primary school for girls, 

(Hi) Aided primary school for boys, 

(iv) Aided primary school for girls, 

(v) Unaided primary school for boys, 

(vi) Unaided primary school for girls, 

(vii) Aided maktabs for boys, and 

(viii) Aided makiahs for girls P 

(6) What is the average number of primary schools under a sub- 
inspector of schools in Faridpur P 

(c) Is the Hon’ble the Minister aware that the District Board- of 
Faridpur passed a resolution in December last recommending the appoint- 
ment of five additional sub-inspectors in the district of Faridpur P 

(d) Are the Government going to make these appointments P 

(e) If so, whenP 

Tho Hon’bla Mr. P. G. MITTER: (a) (t) Board primary schools for 
boys, 196. 

(ii) Board primary schools for girls, 2. 

(Hi) Aided primary schools for boys, 1,080. 

(iv) Aided primary schools for girls, 673. 

(i;) Unaided primary schools for boys, 225. 

(vi) Unaided primary schools for girls, 209. 

(vii) Aided maktabs for boys, 457. 

(viii) Aided maktabs for girls, 293. 

(6) The average number of primary schools under a. sub-inspector 
of schools in Faridpur, 208. 

(c) Tes. 

(d) No; funds do not permit. 

(e) This question does not arise in view of the answer to (d). 


Teohnioal schools in Faridpur. 

198a Mauivi ABDUL KARIM: (a) Is the Hon’ble the MinistOT in 
charge of the Department of Education aware that the District Board 
of Faridpur passed a resolution for the establishment of one 
school in each subdivision of the district, and prayed for pecunia^ 
help from the Department? 

(h) Are the Government prepared to offer the help sought in the 
eurrent year? 
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The Hon’We Mr. P. C> MITTER: (a) If the resolution to which the 
member refers had for its object the establishment of technical 
schools, this question should have been addressed to the Hon^ble Minis- 
ter in charge of Agriculture and Industries. The Hon'ble Minister in 
charge of Education is informed that in April last the Vice-Chairman of 
the Faridpur District Board submitted to the Industries Department a 
scheme for starting wood- work classes in the ordinary schools. The 
Industries Department were not in a position to provide funds for the 
proposed classes, as they lie outside the sphere of that Department. 

(6) The Education Department are making inquiries. 

Cost of bandage cloth for patients of police cases. 

184. Mauivi FAZLAL KARIM: Will the Hon’ble the Minister in 
charge of the Department of Local Self-Government be pleased to state 
the cost of price of bandage cloth for patients of police cases in each 
subdivision from 1917 to 1919, and the average savings of Government 
from non-payment of that cost for those years in the whole of the Presi- 
dency ? 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: A statement is 
laid on the table. The orders directing that the charges for the dress- 
ings of patients in medico-legal cases in class III dispensaries should 
be met in all cases from the funds of the dispensaries concerned were 
not in force before June, 1919. 


H 
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Muhammadan marriage registrars in the BakarganJ district. 

195. Mauivi FAZLAL KARIM: WiU the Hon’ble the Minister in 
charge of the Department of Education he pleased to state — 

(t) whether it is a fact that the posts of four Muhammadan marriage 
registrars were sanctioned in the year before last or 
thereabouts for the district of Bakarganj, and that the 
Standing Committee nominated the candidates for the posts ; 

(it) why the posts remained vacant for these years; 

(Hi) whether the Government are considering the desirability of 
appointing Muhammadan marriage registrars and kazis for 
each thana of the district of Bakargan j ; 

(ti;) the number of bigamy cases in the criminal courts of each 
subdivision of the district of Bakarganj from 1918 to 1920? 

The Hon’bie Mr. P. C. MITTER: (i) and (ii) Yes. In June, 1918, 
four new offices in the district of Bakarganj, viz., at Bakarganj, Uzir- 
pur, Rajapur and Daulatkhan, were sanctioned. On the representation 
of the Muhammadan registrars, whose incomes were affected, the dis- 
trict registrar of Bakarganj proposed that the opening of these offices 
might be postponed and the matter was kept in abeyance for one year. 
On the expiration of that period the district registrar was asked to sub- 
mit nominations for these offices, but the Muhammadan registrars who 
were affected, again prayed for a postponement, and the Inspector of 
Muhammadan Registration Offices was deputed to make local inquiries 
and to report. His report has been received and appointments for 
the Rajapur and Uzirpur offices have been made. The appointment of 
the Muhammadan registrar for Daulatkhan has been gazetted, and a 
nomination for the Bakarganj office has been called for from the district 
registrar. 

{Hi) The answer is in the negative. The opening of new offices is 
governed by the principle laid down by Government in paragraph 11 of 
Government resolution No. 1410 T. — R., dated the 24th September, 1917 
(extract laid on the table), and is determined by the demand for such 
offices in a particular place. 

(tv) A statement is laid on the table. 

Extract f paragraph 11, frcym Resolution No, 1410T> — R*, dated 
Darjeeling, the 24th September, 1917, referred to in the reply to 
unstarred qxiestion No. iy5{iii). 

11. Between 1912 and 1916 the number of Registration offices has. only 
increased from 273 to 276: the Governor in Council desires that the Inspector- 
General of Registration will examine the position with a view to increasing the 
number of offices in areas in which facilities for registration are found to be insuffi- 
cient. In making this examination the Inspector-General of Registration will of ^ 
course bear in mind that the multiplication of offices tends to reduce the income 
of Muhammadan Marriage Registrars and thereby to discourage suitable men 
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from taking up this work. Moreover, in areas in which an individual Registrar 
has made the Act popular and increased the number of registrations, considera- 
tion should be shown to the successful Registrar during the continuance of his 
incumbency. But even after due weight has been given to those factors in the 
situation there is probably room for a substantial increase in the number of 
offices. The Governor in Council therefore awaits the specific proposals of the 
Inspector-General of Registration. 


StaUmeixt referred to in the reply to umtarred question No. 195 (iv) 
showing the number of bigamy cases in the criminal courts of each 
subdivision of the district of Bakarganj from 1918 to 1920. 


BobdlvUlon. 


Yean. 




1919. 

1920 

Sadar 

38 

61 

50 

Pirojpur 

15 

23 

29 

Patuakhali 

9 

25 

32 

Bhola 

23 

29 

29 


Salary slips to officiating Munsifs. 

196. Maulvi FAZLAL KARIM: (a) Will the Hon'ble the Member 
in charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to state — 

(i) whether it is a fact that salary slips for Rs. 300 have been issued 
to only some of the officiating Munsifs who have completed 
one year’s service, and not to all such Munsifs ; 

(w) if so, what is the reason for this differentiation in treatment 
between one officiating Munsif and another ; 

(iii) whether the officiating Munsifs who were in employ up to the 

closing day of the Puja vacation, 1920, and then again in 
employ from the reopening day after the Puja vacation, will 
get their salary for the Puja vacation of 1920 when the scheme 
for appointing probationers is ultimately given effect to; 

(iv) the number of vacancies at the present time in the existing 

cadre of Munsifs; 

(t>). the reason why these vacancies have not been filled up yet ; 

(vi) whether it is a fact that some of these vacancies have been in 

existence for more than one year; and 

(vii) whether these vacancies are likely to be filled up before the 

Puja vacation, 1921? 
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(t) whether he proposes to undertake in the course of this vear a 
tour to some of the outlying parts of this Presidency to^ascer- 
tern on the spot some of the legitimate grievances of officers 
of the Bengal Civil Service (Judicial); 

(ii) whether the scheme for appointing probtltioners to the Bengal 
Cml Service (Judicial) is likely to he given effect to before 
the Puja vacation of this year; and 

(in) if not, how many of the officiating Munsifs are likely to he 
relieved on the date of the closing of the Civil Courts for the 
Puja vacation. 

MEMBER in charge of JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Sir Al^ur-Rahiin): (a) (t) Salary slips for Rs. 300 were issued to all 
Munsifs who could not complete two year’s actual service before 1st 
December, 1919, the date from which the new time-scale of pay was given 
effect to. 

(ii) Does not arise. 

(in) The question does not arise at preseni, as the probationary 
system has not as yet been introduced. 

(tv), (y), (vi) and (vii) There is only one vac.ancy at the present time 
in the existing cadre of Munsifs, and it occurred on the 2l8t May, 1921 
and this recent vacancy is likely to be filled up before the Puja vacation’ 
1931. 

(^) (t) The Hon’ble Member will go on tour in the usual course 
when he will bo glad to see any judicial officer. 

(u) No definite statement can now be made, as the matter is still 
under consideration. 

(Hi) Does not arise. 


Demonstration farms in oaoh thana and circulation of reports, etc., in 

vernacular. 

,1«7. Mauivi FAZLAL KARIM: (a) Will the Hon’ble the Minister 
in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries be pleased to 
state whether he is in a position to give an approximate time by which 
each thana will have at least one demonstration farm P 

(h) Are the Government considering the desirability of circulating 
in the vei|pacular of each district, the annual report and the results of 
the research of the Agricultural Department through the union com- 
mittees, primary schools and other proper agencies P 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of AGRICULTURE enu 
jKBU OTHIM < 11. HyilH. M H»d. MyM NMib Ml ChJii; 
Khan Bahadur): (o) It is not at present under the contemplation of 
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Govemment to establish demonatratiod farms in each thana. Under 
present arrang^ements district farms are to be established first and such 
funds as are available are being devoted to this purpose. 

(b) The annual reports of the agricultural stations and the bulletins 
and leaflets are translated into the vernacular and distributed locally. 
An agricultural journal in the vernacular is issued quartely and widely 
circulated. 

Registration in Bakargan] and a substitute for the Sub-Registrar at 

Patuakhali. 

198i Maluvi FAZLAL KARIM: (a) Will the Hon’ble the Minister 
in charge of the Department of Education be pleased to state whether 
it is a fact that the greatest number of documents are registered in the 
month of May each year in the district of Bakarganj ? 

(l>) Tr it a fact that the sub-registrar of Patuakhali took leave for 
21 days in the month of May, 1921, and that no substitute was placed 
there for the time ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MiTTER: (a) The figures for 1921 are not 
available. In 1919 and 1920 the number of documents registered in 
May was greater than in other months, while in 1918 the number of 
documents legistered in *\pril and June exceeded that for May. 

(h) Yes. The office of the Sub-Registrar, Patuakhali, was closed 
from the 3rd May to 25th May, under the exceptional circumstances 
detailed below ; but there has been no complaint of any inconvenience. 
There is a joint office at Betagi (a steamer station) within easy reach 
of Patuakhali. 

On the 11th May last the District Registrar informed the Inspector- 
General that he had permitted the sub-registrar of Patuakhali to proceed 
on leave from 3rd May in anticipation of sanction, and had directed the 
Subdivisional Officer of Patuakhali to depute a Sub-deputy Collector 
to carry on the work, but unfortunately no Sub-Deputy Collector was 
available. A relieving officer, who was then acting at Daudkhandi in 
Tippera, but who was expected to be relieved on or about the 10th, 
was directed by wire to join Patuakhali without taking joining time. 
He was delayed in being relieved, and when he started for Patuakhali 
he was prevented from joining there on account of steamer and railway 
strikes. The permanent incumbent joined Patuakhali on the 26th May, 
after cancelling the unexpired portion of his leave. 

Appointmeitt of members of Bengal Civil Service to poets of Untfer of 

Aseisteiit Seoreteries. 

199. Mauivi FAZLAL KARIM: (a) Will the Hon’ble the Member 
in charge of the Appointment Department be pleased to state' ^hethcnr 
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it is a fact that no membor of tho Bengal Civil Service (Judicial) has 
been aippointed to act as Under-Secretary or Assistant Secretary to 
Government? 

(6) Whether it is a fact that two members of the Bengal Civil 
Service (Executive) are serving as Assistant Secretaries to Government at 
present? 

(<?) Whether the Government are considering the desirability of 
appointing two members of the Bengal Civil Service (Judicial) in the 
Bengal Secretariat? 

(d) Whether the Government intend to throw open to the Bengal 
Civil Service (Judicial), the Assistant Secretaiyship in the Legislative 
Department and the llegistrarship of the Bengal Legislative Council? 

MEMBER in charge of APPOINTMENT DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’Me Sir Henry Wheeler): (a) The answer is in the affirmative, so 
far as- concerns the appointment made up to the present. 

(6) Yes. 

(c) The question is apparently based upon a theory that these posts 
must be filled on equal proportion from the Executive and Judicial 
Branches. That theory has never been accepted and there is no 
intention of accepting it. 

(d) These posts are at present not vacant and the question of how 
they are to be filled in future will not arise so long as the present incum- 
bents remain in the office. 

Scheme for training meohanicai apprentices at Kanchrapara. 

200. Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur; Will the 
Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture and 
Industries be pleased to state the present progress of the scheme for train- 
ing mechanical apprentices at Kanchrapara^ the present number of such 
apprentices and the amount of the yearly allotment for this particular 
purpose? 

The Hon’blo the Nawab SAIYiD NAWAB ALI CHAUDURI, Khan 
Bahadur: In accordance with the recommendations of the Kanchrapara 
school comniittee a hostel with superintendent's quarters for the Indian 
apprentices has been constructed at a cost of Bs. 76,653 and it has been 
arranged to purchase the loco superintendent's office at Kanchrapara for 
the accommodation of the school at a cost of Bs. 43,139. The whole 
scheme for the training of apprentices is now being submitted to the Gov- 
ernment ol India for approval. The number of apprentices at present 
undergoing training is not known. An enquiry has been made, and on 
receipt of the information it will be communicated to the member. ’ The 
cost' of the training of apprentices is met by the Eastern Bengal Bailway. 
No provision for annactl recurring expenditure was made, as the new 
sQheme has not come into effect yet. 
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Development Board. 

201. Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: (a) Will 
the Hon'ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture and 
Industries be pleased to state when the Development Board, as indicated 
by Sir T. Holland, for Bengal is going to be formed, and how it is to be 
constituted P 

(6) Will non-official Indian industrial experts be included in the 
forthcoming Board ? 

The Hon’ble the Nawab SAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, Khan 
Bahadur! (a) and (b) A Development Board for this province is not con- 
sidered necessary at present. 

Supply of officers for working private demonstration farms. 

202. Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: (a) will the 
Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture and 
Industries be pleased to state whether it is a fact that the Agricultural 
Department supplies officers at the cost of the Government to private 
individuals for working demonstration farms P 

(6) Is any distinction made for supplying officers for the purpose, 
between Europeans and Indians who offer land for demonstration farms ? 

(c) Has an officer been supplied to work a demonstration farm, lands 
for which have been given by a private individual, in Ghosa, in the 
Sundarbans P 

{d) Will the Hon^ble the Minister in charge be pleased to state the 
quantity of land offered by the owner for this particular farm, and the 
yearly cost to Government for permanently keeping an officer and his staff 
of men on the farmp 

(e) Is the Hon’ble the Minister aware that the locality where this 
farm is situated is considered unhealthy and unsuitable for demonstration 
farm? 

(/) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state whether it is a 
fact that a private gentleman, an Indian of Mahisadal, Midnapore, offered 
land and building worth Bs. 1,00,000 to the Agricultural Department, 
Bengal, and prayed for the opening and working of a demonstration farm 
there P 

{g) Is it a fact that this offer has been refused by the Agricultural 
Department P 

(h) If so, will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state the reasons 
for the refusal? 

The Hon’bletha Nawab SAIYID NAWAB AL| CHAUDHURI, Kluui 
Bahadur! (a) In exceptional circumstances an officer is supplied in an 
advisory (Opacity to assiiit a private concern or individual to start s demoiu 
stration farm. 
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(b) No- 

(c) Tea- 

(d) 20 bighas- Annual cost to Government amounts to Rs. 600 at 
present. 

(e) No. 

(/) Yes. The value of land and buildings was estimated by the 
Collector at Rs. 16,000 only. 

(g) and (h) Yes. The offer of land and building in question was 
made in 1920, but as the place was found to be somewhat inaccessible, 
either by rail or steamer, and our staff was very limited, the scheme had 
to be dropped pending the further development of the Agricultural 
iDepartment. A proposal has been recently made by the District Hoard 
of Midnapore to utilize this land as a District Board Farm, and arrange- 
ments have been made to provide a suitable farm manager and to render 
all assistance and advice possible. 


Mining education. 

203. Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: WiU the 

Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Depsirtment of Agriculture and 
Industries be pleased to state the number of mining students receiving 
practical training in the Bengal coal-fields, either at their own cost or 
at the cost of colliery owners, and vrhat it costs the Government for 
their theoretical training in different lecturing centres? 

The Hon’ble the Nawab SAIYiD NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURIi 
Khan Bahadur: From the latest figures available, it appears that the 
number of mining employees attending the different lecture centres in 
the Bengal coal fields is about 150 at the ordinary lectures conducted 
in English, and about 90 at the elementary lectures given in Bengali. 
The numbers fluctuate considerably. The total cost to Govcmment for 
the session 1920-21 amounted to Rs. 2,213. 

Non-oflicial chairmen for local boards. 

204. Rai RADHA CHARAN PAL Bahadur: (a) Will the Hou’ble 
the Minister in charge of the Department of f<ocal Sel^-Oovernment be 
pleased to state whether it is a fact that the principle of appointing 
non-official chairmen for the local boards in this iwovince has not been 
enforced as a general rule as in the case of the district boards? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to make a statement 
showing the number of local boards in this Presidency as again.st the 
number of elected non-official chairmen of such boards? 

The Hon^Ue SIr 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) In pursu- 
mice of a resolution moved by Babu Fanindralul De at the meeting of 
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the Legislative Council held on the 5th of April, 1921, which was 
accepted by Government and carried nem con, Government have already 
directed that no official member of a local board should stand for elec- 
tion as its Chairman. The order will be given effect to as the terms 
of office of the existing official Chairmen expire. 

(6) A statement is laid on the table. 

Statament referred to in the answer to unstarred question No. 204 (fi) 
showing the number of elected non-official Chairmen of Local Boards 
in each Division and the total number of Local Boards in each. 

Mo. of elected oon-offl* 


Division. 


Mo. of Looal Boards* 

eial Chairmen 
Boards. 

Burdwan ... 


17 

9 

Presidency 


21 

12 

Dacca 


... 17 

12 

C1nttafi;ong 


7 

7 

Rajshahi ... 


13 

6 


Total 

75 

46 


Government Commercial Institute Calcutta. 

205. Rai RADHA CHARAN PAL Bahadur: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
the Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries 
be pleased to state whether it is contemplated to enlarge the present 
teaching staff of the Government Commercial Institute, Calcutta, by 
the apx>ointment of a Principal from England? 

(fe) Is it a fact that there is already a strong staff with a Principal? 

(c) If the answer to clause {a) of the question be in the affirmative, 
are the Government considering the desirability of abandoning' the 
proposal P 

(d) Will the Hon’ble the* Minister be pleased to state the number 
and the names of the members of the Governing Body of the said Com- 
mercial Institute ? 

(e) Is it a fact that there has been no lubstantial change in the 
personnel of the l^overning Body since the foundation of the institute? 

The Hon’ble the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: (a) Yes. But if there is no prospect of an bfficer being 
recruited in England in the near future the Secretary of State has been 
asked to permit this Government to advertise the post and reomit an 
.officer locally. 

(5) The post of Principal has not* been snbstaxitively filled since the 
resignation of Mr. J. A. Chapman some years ago. The lectuier in 
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Commercial Geography has been officiating as Principal and there is a 
qualified staff. 

(c) No. 

(d) The present Board is composed of nine members, including the 
President. Their names are given below : — 

(1) W. A. Lee, Esq., President. 

(2) W. H. Everett, Esq., Inspector of Technical and Industrial 

Institutions, Bengal. 

(3) W. Stather Hale, Esq., Registrar, Joint Stock Companies, 

Calcutta. 

(4) B. E. G. Eddis, Esq., Messrs. Gillanders, Arbuthnot & Co., 

8, Clive Street, Calcutta. 

(6) J. C. Coyajee, Esq., Senior Professor of Economics, Presi- 
dency College, Calcutta. 

(6) Babu Amulya Dhone Addy, m.l.o., 78, Chetla Road, Alipore, 

Calcutta. 

(7) Rai A. C. Banerjee Bahadur, m.a., m.l.c.. 8 B, Lall Bazar 

Street, Calcutta. 

(8) W. Kirpatrick, Esq., Messrs. Bird & Co., Chartered Bank 

Buildings, Calcutta. 

(9) Rai Sahib G. K. Sen, officiating Principal, Government Com- 

mercial Institute. 

(e) The personnel of the present Governing Body is entirely different 
from that of the original Advisory Board appointed in 1905 when the 
Institute was started. None of the original members remain. 

Practical demonstration of the results obtained by Agricuttural 
Department to raiyats. 

206. Maulvi RAFI UDDIN AHMED: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries be 
pleased to refer to the Final Report of the Midnapore District Settle- 
ment Operations, pages 120-21, regarding the amelioration of the condi- 
tion of the agriculturist class, and say whether the Government are 
considering the desirability of bringing home to the raiyat, by actual 
demonstration in his own village, .the practical results obtained by the 
Agricultural Department? 

(5) If Hot, what are. the reasons for not doing soP 

The Hon^ble the Mcwab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
KIhuI Bahadur: (a) The member is referred to the reply to question 
No. 34 (e) asked by Babu Fanindralal De at the Council meeting of the 
14th March, 1921. 
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(b) No definite steps in respect of the demonstration Trork could be 
taken in Midnapore district till the appointment of a district agricul- 
tural officer and a demonstrator in 1917. The present staff in Midna- 
pore district consist of a district agricultural officer at headquarters^ an 
additional agricultural officer at Ghatal, and jive Government demon- 
strators. There are also seven demonstrators maintained by the District 
Jk»ard and Khas Mahals, Demonstration work is now being extended 
ns rapidly as funds and staff permit. 

Pay of men while officiating in posts of Provincial Service. 

207. Mauivi RAFI UDDIN AHMED: {a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Education be pleased to state 
why the members of the Subordinate Educational Service are not allowed 
to draw the full pay of the Provincial Service uhen they are appointed 
to officiate in the latter service ? 

(6) Is it a fact that the members of all other services are allowed 
to draw the full pay of the service in which they are appointed to 
officiate ? 

Tho Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MITTER: (a) and (6) Officers of the 
Subordinate Educational Service who are officiating in appoint;mente 
included in the Bengal Educational Service are entitled to allowances 
in accordance with the prescribed rules. I'hese allowances were pre- 
viously regulated by article 139 of the Civil Service Regulations, in 
accordance with which an officer of the Subordinate Educational Ser- 
vice acting in the Bengal Educational Service received an acting allow- 
ance of Rs. 50 a month only. In accordance with the Government of 
India resolution No. 2097 C.S.R., dated the 27th November, . 1920, an 
officer of the Subordinate Educational Service while acting in the 
Bengal Educational Service (the latter service having been reorganised 
on a time-scale basis) is entitled to an acting allowance equal to the 
difference between his pay and the minimum pay of the Bengal Educa- 
tional Service. These new rules have not yet been made applicable, 
but the matter is receiving attention. 

Government expenses on the ** BangavasI defamation case. 

208. Babu 8URENDRA NATH MULLICK: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble the Member in charge of the Police Department be pleased to 
state how much, on the whole, has been spent by the Government for 
conducting the case of police inspector Dwijendra Chandra Ghose 
versus the Editor of the Bangavasi in the Original side of the Hi^h 
Court ? 

(b) Is it a fact that the amount of damages claimed by the plaintiff 
in the suit was only Rs. 6,000 P 
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(c) Where did the cause of action in the suit arise P 
{d) Was the suit filed in the Original side of the High Court or was 
it brought there through an order of ‘‘transfer?*' 

(e) If it was so brought, who applied for the transfer? 

(/) How many witnesses for the plaintiff were examined in the 
High Court and how many were examined in the mufassal on commis- 
sion? 

(g) What is the total amount of fees paid to the counsel of the plain- 
tiff? 

(h) What is the total amount of expenses incurred by theHovem- 
ment for the cost of the commissions and how much of it was for the 
fees of the plaintiff’s counsel? 

(i) How many counsel were engaged by the Government in the case 
for the plaintiff? 

(;) What was the daily fee allowed to the leading counsel in the 
case while attending commissions in the mufassal? 

(^) Was any rough estimate submitted to Government by any of its 
officers as to the probable cost of conducting the suit in the Original 
side of the High Court before the Government accepted the liability 
of conducting the same? 

(Z) Who was the officer who gave the estimate? 

(m) What was the amount as per that estimate? 

(n) ]«>om what heads of sanctioned expenditure in the Budgets of 
the last and the present years has the Government met the whole of the 
costs of this suit, giving details and references to the Budget items and 
the pages of the Budgets containing these items? 

MEMBER in charge of POLICE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Sir 
Henry Wheeler): (a) A sum of Bs. 1,13,159-10 has been expended. 

^6) Yes. 

(c) The cause of action in such cases arises wherever the defamatory 
matter is published. 

id) The suit was filed in the Original side of the High Court. 

(e) This does not arise. 

(/) Twelve witnesses for the plaintiff were examined in the High 
Court, and one witness, in full, and another witness, partly, were 
examined on his behalf on commission in the mufassal. 

The application of the defence to have some of their witnesses exa- 
mined on commission in the mufassal was granted by the Court, and 
counsel for the plaintiff cross-examined these witnesses, 29 in number. 

(g) The total amount' of fees paid to the plaintiff’s counsel is 
Rs. 1,02,306 P 

, (h) The total cost of the commission was Rs. 96,148, out of whieh 
Rs. 88,740- represent the fees of the plaintiff’s counsel. 

(t) Three. The Advocate-General, the Standng Counsel and a 
counsel to take notes. 
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(j) Only one counsel was employed for the plaintiff for the purposes 
of the commission and he was paid sixty gold mohars as a daily fee. 

H‘) No. 

(J) and (vi) These do not arise. 

{n) The charge for the last financial year was met from the budget 
estimate of Law and Justice under the head “ Legal Remembrancer and 
ITigh Court Tleaders — Pees to pleaders in criminal cases. The 
charge diii'ing the current year has been met from the Tjegal Remem- 
brancer’s budget under the heads Charges for conducting law suits ” 
and “ Fees to pleudcu’s, ” as shown at page 60 of the Civil Budget Esti- 
mate for 


Increase in the pay and prospects of men in the Educational Service. 

209. Babu TANKANATH CHAUDHURI: Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Education be pleased to state — 

' (i) the date from which the pay and prospects of the educational 

officers of Jh'iigal, below the rank of the Provincial Service, 
will be increased to the new rate contemplated; 

(it) the amount that will be required for giving the increawsed rate 
of pay to the said officers ; 

(?/?) whether the above amount will he covered by the allotment 
made for the purpose in the Budget for the year 1921-22 ; 

(iv) if not, why the full amount necessary was not provided for in 

the current year’s Budget; 

(v) whether these officers will have to wait for another year for 

increment till due provision is made in the Budget for the 
year 1922-23 ; and 

(vi) if so, whether the Government are considering the desirability 

of diverting expenditure on some other head and of utilising 
such money for giving effect to the proposal for increment 
of the pay and prospects of the said officers ? 

The Hon’blo Mi*. P. C. MITTER. (i), (u), (v) and (vi) The matter 
is still under consideration, but the Government hope soon to be in a 
position to make a statement. 

(lii) and (iv) The allotment in the Budget for the current financial 
year is Rs. 3J lakhs only; and this provision is not sufficient. In 
October, 1920, when the Education Department Budget was under the 
consideration of the General Department, the officiating Director of 
Public Instruction suggested making a provision of Rs. 3 lakhs : this 
was subsequently raised by the General Department to Rs. laklis. 
The Committee’s report was not submitted to Government until Febro^ 
ary 1921. 
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Deputy Collectors as Settlement Officers. 

210. Babu RI8HINDRA NATH 8ARKAR: (a) Will tlio Uoii iilo 
the Member in cliarjfe of the Department of Revenue be pleaesil to shite 
when the Deputy Collector now working as Settlement Officer at »Iessoro 
was api)ointed — 

(i) as Deputy Collector; and 

(it) as Settlement Officer of Jessore? 

(b) Has this experiment of appointing a Deputy Collector as Settle- 
ment Officer in a district operation proved a success ? 

(c) Is it the intention of Government to consider the claims of D<'pnly 
Collectors, when Settlement Officers for the three new distvicds to be 
taken up next year are being selected? 

(d) What will be the number of Settlement Officers in the financial 
year 1922-2«3? 

(c) What are the names of Deputy Collet^lors of at least 12 yinirs’ 
standing who have worked for not less than 8 years after their appoint- 
ment as Deputy Collectors in some recent district settlement operations'? 

» 

(/) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state the year or 
yeais in wliich each of such Deputy Collectors was especially rntmlioiUMl 
for good work in the annual administration reports of the DepartnuMit? 

(//) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to furnish extracts of 
references, if any, to the work of these officers in the final rci>orts of 
the districts in which they worked and in the anniuil reports submitted 
by Settlement Officers to the Director of Land Tlecoi ds ? 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: (a) The Settlement Officer, Jessore, is not a Dei^uty 
Collector. Khan Bahadur Muhammad Abdul Momin was substan lively 
appointed Magistrate and Collector on October Isl, 1918, and became^ 
Settlement Officer, Jessore. 

(6) The settlement operations in the Jessore district have been con- 
ducted satisfactorily. 

(c) The question of the appointment of Settlement Officers for next 
year has not yet been considered. 

(d) Probably seven. 

(e) (1) Rai Gyanemlra Nath Roy Bahadur, M.A., ill. 

(2> Mr. A. J. W. Harris. 

(3) Rai Sahib Bijay Bihary Mukharji, b.a. 

(4) Khan Sahib A. K. Kabiruddin Ahmad. 

(5) Babu Jiban Chandra Chatarji, m.a.,. b.l. 

(6) Babu Phauibhusan Mitra> b.a. 
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(/) The Deputy Collectors were specially mentioned for good work 
in the annual administration reports of the Department in' the years 
noted against their names 


NaMB ov Officeb. 

Reporta of Director of 
Land Records, Beugel. 

Reports of Director of 
Lend Revenue, Bestern 
Bengal and Assam. 

Reports of Director of 
Land Records, Bihar 
and Orissa, 

1. RaiGyauetiilra Nath Roy 
Bahadur, M.A., b.l. 

1901-02 

1904-05 

1911- 12 

1912- 13 

1913- 14 

191415 

1906-07 

• 

2. Mr. A. J. W. Harris ... 

1911-12 

1906-07 



1912-13 




1913-14 




1914-15 



3. Rai Sahib Bijay Biliary 
Mukharji, B.A. 

1910-11 

1912- 13 

1913- 14 

1914- 15 

1915- 16 

1916- 17 

1917- 18 

1918- 19 

• 

1911-12 

4. Khan Sahib A. K. Kabir- 
uddin Ahmad. 

1911- 12 

1912- 13 

1913- 14 

1914- 15 

1915- 16 

1916- 17 

1917- 18 



5. Babu Jiban Chandra 
Chatarji, n.A., b.l. 

1914-15 


191 M2 

Babu Phaiiibhiisaii Mitra, 

B.A. 

1916-17 
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{g) Copies of the final settlement reports will be placed in the Council 
library. 

The annual reports of Settlement Officers are not submitted to Govern- 
ment. 


Subdivisional Officer of Kandi. 

211. Mauivi EKRAMUL HUQ; (a) ASrill the Hon’ble the Member 
in charge of the Appointment Department be pleased to state the aver- 
age travelling allowance drawn by the Subdivisional Officer of Eandi? 

(7>) For how many days in the j^ear did he stop in villages within 
his jurisdiction? 

(c) For how many days in the year did he leave and return to head- 
quarters P 

{d) Is the Hon’ble the Member aware that the Subdivisional Officer of 
Eandi attends his ijlas late in the day and carries on business up till 9, 
or at times to 11, in the night? 

(e) Is the Hon’ble the Member aware that the litigants have been 
put to great inconvenience by the late sitting of the court? 

(/) Is it a fact that^at times parties to cases have had to file petitions 
without court fees as none were available late in the night? 

(^) Is it a fact that cases are transferred by the Subdivisional 
Officer late in the day, and the subordinate courts had to adjourn cases 
for want of time to the inconvenience of the parties? 


The Hon’ble Sir HENRY WHEELER: (a) Us. 178-7 per month. 

(6) In 1919 (from 13th February, 1919 when he joined) 60 days. 
In 1920 ... ... ... 41 days 

In 1921 (up to June) ... ... ... 19 days, 

(c) In 1919 ... ... ... 66 days. 

In 1920 ... ... ... Ill days. 

In 1921 ... ... ... 61 days. 


(d) and (e) The Subdivisional Officer is punctual . in his attendance in 
office. In 1919, pressure of work necessitated his working late. This 
was done with the consent and for the convenience of parties, and no 
complaints have come to the notice of Government. 

(/) This happened in a few instances owing to the departure of the 
stamp vendors before 5 p-m. On his attention being drawn to it, the 
Subdivisional Officer arranged for the attendance of the vendors in turn 
to obviate the difficulty. 

(ff) No. 
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Mauivi EKRAMUL HUQ: Will the Government be pleased to state 
whether the answer to (d) amounts to a denial of ihe allegation made. 

The Hon’ble Sir HENRY WHEELER: The utiftwer nieaiifl what it 
says and admits the allegati(3n to the extent expressed. 

Mauivi EKRAMUL HUQ: With regard to the answer to (/) will the 
Government be pleased to state if it means a denial of the allegation? 

The Hon’ble Sir HENRY WHEELER; T cannot go beyond what I 
have already said. The answer is there and it speaks for itself. 


Meeting;s and recommendations of the Standing Committees. 

212. Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY; Will the Ilou ble the Mem. 
her in charge of the Appointment Department be pleased to siait^ — 

(0 liow many meetings have been convened by the standing com- 
mittees of this Council up to the Hist May last; 

(ii) what recommendations have been submitted by the said com- 
mittees to the Government of Ilengul and the Government of 
India, respectively; and 

(Hi) what action the Government have l)een pleased to take on the 
said reciomraendations? 

The Hon’bie Sir HENRY WHEELER; (//) The number of 
meetings of standing committees up to 31st May last is as shown o])posite 


their names: — 

Police ... ... ... 2 

Judicial and Jails ... ... ... 1 

Local Self-Government ... ... 3 

Medical and Public Health ... ... 3 

Education ^ ... ... ... 1 

‘ Excise ... ... ... 1 

Land Revenue ... ... ... 1 


Standing committees attached to other departments did not meet. 
(ii) and (Hi) The functions and rules of procedure of standing com- 
mittees are solely within the discretion of ftis Excellency the Governor, 
who has decided that their proceedings shall be eonfideuiial. Govern- 
ment are therefore unable to give the information asked for. 
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Resolution 

(under the rules for the discussion of matters of general public 

interest). 

Prevention of Cruelty to Animals. 

Dr. HA88AN 8UHRAWARDY: “ This Council recommends to the 
Government that steps be taken immediately to appoint a Committt'e 
to consider the rules and regulations for the prevention of cruelty to 
animals in Calcutta.’’ 

It is well known that in spite of many officers of the Society for 
the J.^eve Jon of Cruelty to Animals in Calcutta and Ilow'rah, and 
in spite of many gorahsliini sahlias and other humanitarian societies, 
c”'ictty to animals in and around Calcutta in bioad daylight is very 
Vviinoii. To reclaim the hard-hearted professional carters seems, to my 
II'. ud, an uphd] task which may be considered as an impossibility. 
Olasefore, reJief seems to me to lie in legislation only. We can j>ass 
sli’ii^eu' legulations to mitigate the sufferings of ttxe dumb animals in 
Cah uttc Tiiere is a. growing and a crying nyed for legislation and 
the idea has been put forward from time to time. The sight of over- 
loa<lcd carts slowly dragged by underfed bullocks and buffaloes jars our 
finer sentiments every day, indeed several times every day, as we ikxsh 
by the warehou os in the Strand Road or across the .Howrah IJridge. 
It seems curious that ii a country like India, whei'e cows are regarded 
as a deity, where compassion towards dumb animals is a part of the leli- 
gious duty o. many, where disjmtes over the slaughter of cows arc settled 
bj the sacrifice of human lives, yet, in this same country, the 
bullocks should be subjected to the slow torture oE being killed 
by i^'ches, by being underfed and overworked and allowed to steadily 
succumb under the bad treatment of the merciles.-j carters. Go-heren- 
kora, wdiich literary means to beat like a bullock, is a phrase in Bengali, 
w'hich has become synonymous with to belabour and to boat one 
mercilessly.” What a hard lot the bullocks and oxen have in Calcutta 
and all over the country ! The lot of the buffaloes is even worse-, for 
they have not got even that religious protection which might have been 
accorded to the bullocks. Their nostrils are pierced and a thick string 
passed through it like a seton. They are made to draw the clumsiest', 
the biggest and the heaviest springless carts. The quick percussion of 
lathi blows and the abuse of whips and the twisting of the tails are 
in its worse form practised on these poor amphibious animals with 
relentless cruelty, even during the hottest part of the day. We fi.nd that 
during tlie middle of the day, when the steamy heat of Calciitta has 
rendered the asphalt and tarmacadamised roads soft and pulpy, the poor 
draught animals aife made to drag their overloaded carts tirged on by 
the cruel whippings and lathi blows and kicks of the carters on the most 
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sensitive parts, and pulling of tiieir tails. The already* fully-loaded carts 
sink into the road, whch incidentally is cut and damaged badly, and 
the resistence offered by the increased friction on their |)onderous wheels 
makes traction almost impossible. The carters are, however, relent- 
less and heartless and, irritated by the heat and discomfort of their posi- 
tion, they break their wrath by laying about indiscriminately over 
every part of the poor dumb animal at their mercy. 

Many of us must have seen the animals actually drop down dazed 
under their yoke. The unfortunate amphibious buffaloes die by the 
dozen during every summer season under this callous treatment ; and the 
sight of their carcasses on the Howrah bridge and the Strand and other 
roads, is by no means a rare or uncommon sight about the middle of 
the day during the hot months. 

The introduction of electric power has saved the spleen and the skin 
of many punkha coolies^ but the introduction of motor lorries and 
motor transiwrta has not yet mitigated the sufferings of the poor dumb 
animals of India. Gan we not legislate against working draught animals 
during the middle of the day? To prevent cruelties to animals a 
law was passed in Bengal, the Bengal Act of 1920, and one apprehends 
that this Act which has not so far been put into practice might, like 
many other Acts, be shelved indefinitely. Section 29 relates to rules and 
regulations which might be framed from time to time by the local 
Government and I hope that Government will take early steps to intro- 
duce rules and regulations to mitigate the sufferings of the dumb 
draught animals of Calcutta and Bengal a#'soon as possible and take the 
oi)inion of an Advisory Committee as to details. 

SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ moved the followingr amendment : 
“ That after the word ‘ Calcutta ’ at the end, the words ‘ and in the 
mufassal’ be added." 

He supported his motion in Bengali. 

Rsi Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bshsdurs I am glad to find that 
Dr. Suhrawardy has brought this important question of the prevention 
of cruelty to animals in Calcutta before the Council. I do not know 
what the effect of the appointment of this committee will be, but, what- 
ever result might accrue from this resolution, I am one of those who 
believe that one of the important {mints at the present moment is to 
find out whether any improvement is possible in the ways and 
of the Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals in Calcutta. 

I believe every one of my friends will agree with me that the work 
entrusted to this Society is very important. At the same tirne we 
all know that it is a notorious fact that instances of inhuman cruelty to 
animals are not rare and such cruelties are rampant all over the city. 
The Society has a pretty large number of inspectors. I am quite alive 
to the fao^ that the number of inspectors is not as large as may be neoea- 
sary to cope with tile number of cases arising all over the city. But 
we are entitled to know whether the inspectors, howsoever limited the ■ 
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number may be^ are doing any useful work and what amount of work 
they are doing. It is known to many of us that inhuman acts of cruelty 
in the shape of pukha are still practised by the gowalas. During the 
last debate in this connection in the Corporation of Calcutta, we were 
surprised to hear that during the last three years not a single prosecution 
for phuka was instituted. I do not deny that it is extremely difficult to 
detect, a crime like that, but, however difficult it may be, we are enti- 
tled to know what action has been taken in this respect. Then, Sir, 
cruelty is often practised on bulls and buffaloes. This is a horrible 
sight in the city. No doubt during the last few years improvement has 
been effected, but I leave it to the members of the Council to decide 
whether that has been satisfactory. About 4 or 5 years ago we decided 
the maximum load for carts. From 20 maunds it was reduced to 16 
maunds. The other day I had occasion to get some bricks for my garden 
house at Dum l)um Junction. They had to be carried from the river- 
side — a distance of about 1} miles. The rule is for each cart to carry 
150 bricks and the cart hire is fixed accordingly. One evening I went 
on inspection to my garden and I was surprised that every cart was load- 
ed with 250 bricks. Naturally I inquired how that was possible and I 
was told that the carters were given four annas extra. A part of this 
extra, no doubt, went to those whose duty it was to prevent overloading. 
The result was that I had to pay more cart hire for my bricks and the 
bullocks had to cany more load. I believe the time has come when these 
things should be put a stop to. 

Then there is the question about lame and unfit horses. What is 
our experience ? Perhaps most of my friends here do not go out at dead 
of night. As a medical practitioner 1 have to do this sometimes. A 
large number of lame and unfit horses are yoked to carriages at night. 
Is there any arrangement to see to this ? Perhaps I shall be told that 
the Society are undermanned ; but undermanned or not, I do not think 
that the city of Calcutta or a civilized Qovernment like that of the 
Government* of Bengal will justify such inhuman treatment of dumb 
animals. 

I may be permitted to refer to one of llie important needs in connec- 
tion with this. The want of adequate veterinary hospitals is keenly 
felt by us. The one at Belgachia cannot meet the needs of all parts of 
the province, and, 1 hope, Sir, if a committee is appointed, it will consi- 
der the necessity of establishing other hospitals. Before I ait down, I 
ask the indulgence of the House to point out to the mover of the resolu- 
tion that it would be better if he extends the scope of his resolution by 
adding the ♦words ** other matters connected with to it. I do. not 
know if he agrees, but if he does, then I would suggest that the resolu- 
tion should run thus — This Council recommends to the Government 
that steps be taken immediately to appoint a Committee to consider the 
rules and regulations and other matters connected with the prevention 
of cruelty to animals in Calcutta. 
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CHIEF SECRETARY to GOVERNMENT (Mr. J. Donald): The 

intention of the motion moved by Dr. Suhrawardy amounts to a recom- 
mendation that we should bring into force the Bengal Cruelty to Ani- 
mals Act, 1920, which was passed in the beginning of 1920. The present 
position is this. Section 13 of the Act provides for the establishment 
of weigh-bridges, section 14 for that of infirmaries, and section 15 for 
the appointment of veterinary inspectors and weigh-bridge officers. 
Unless, therefore, we have an adequate staff of inspectors and weigh- 
bridge officers, cannot get vciy far nor introduce the Act. As regards 
infirmaries, there is at the present moment a veterinary hospital at Bel- 
gachia. There is also a certain number of weigh-bridges which are kept 
up by the Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals. They are five 
in number, but we want a few more, say three, to carry on the work 
properly. We must also have inspectors, and that means that we have 
got to get money to pay them. Our present difficulty is with regard to 
money. We have already a scheme pre])ared by the Veterinary Depart- 
ment which includes the appointmeiit of inspectors and the establish- 
nu*nt of additional weigh-bridges. The question is how are we to 
find .money for this establishment. After what we have heard from 
Dr. Haridhan Dutt, I might suggest that the Calcutta Corporation 
should take the matter into consideration and give some assistance. 
When we see some prospect of funds to provide for the appoijitment of 
inspectors and the establishment of additional vreigh-bridges, we can get 
a move on and bring the Act into force. It is our ilitention to place the 
scheme that has been prepared before the Standing Committee and if 
the scheme is approved and money found, we shall then appoint a com- 
mittee for the purpose of framing rules and regulations under section 
29 of the Act. That is the position at present. We have a scheme ready 
waiting for approval and the provision of funds. When approval is 
given and funds are in sight we shall get on to the next stage, and 
appoint a committee to draft rules. 

The amendment moved by Shah Syed Emdadul Haq was then put 
and carried. 

Df. HA88AN 8UHRAWARDY: Practically my suggestion has 
been accepted by Government, I have nothing further to say. The 
scheme will he placed before the Standing Committee, and, if funds 
permit, it xyill he put into operation. In view of this assurance, I beg 
to withdraw my motion. 

The motion was then by leave of the Council withdrawn. 

Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bkhadur: May I inquire if my amend- 
ment has been aceepted by the Council P 

The PRE8IDENT (the Hon’ble Nawab 8ir 8yefi bhamsHiUHilda) : 

Yoxir amendment cannot be allowed at this stage without notice. 
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The PRESIDENT: Gentlemen, the resolutions Nos. 42 to 49 deal 
with the same subject, and I propose to have them moved one after the 
other and then to have one discussion. 


Chandpur Inquiry. 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH MULLICK: This Council recom- 
mends to the Government to appoint a committee, consisting' ol* two 
of&cial members and five elected members of the Council, to inquire 
into the incidents connected with the eviction of ihe tea garden cooties 
at Chandpur on the 20th of May last and to submit a report of the 
inciuiry to the Government of Bengal, as soon possible, for such 
action as the Government may he pleased to take on the said report.’* 

I quite appreciate that anybody who moves for u?i inquiry into this 
m.atter takes upon himself the onus of making out a strojig primu fade 
case as to why this particular procedure should be a<lopted with regard 
to this matter and what benefit is likely to be derived from it. 

Without wasting any time in unnecessary preliminaries, I beg to 
draw the attention of the hon’ble House to the two most imixn’laiit 
asjiects of the question, one of which is that the vvJiole matter is 
admittedly one of very great public interest, and the other, that tlie 
fundamental facts regarding the affair (of which the most regrettable 
incident of the night of the 20th May is tlie central point) Imvo not 
been definitely and proixjrly ascertained. 

The two versions which we have now before us consist of — 

(1) The Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler’s report which has been pub- 
lished by Government ; and 

(2) The statements of Balm Akliil Chandra Dutta, Mr. Andrews, the 
Most Reverend the Bishop of Assam, and other leading and resiiect- 
able members of the public which have from time to time appeared in 
the daily papers. 

It will be conceded by everybody that, in order to arrive at the truth 
involved in this matter, what should be first done is to ascertain the 
facts without any bias and, as far as possible, from sources which are 
both direct and reliable. 

It will be then necessary to draw proper inferences from those facts 
without fear or favour and keeping in view the safest principle that, in 
a matter like this, bias towards one view because it is the popular view 
or prejudice against the other because it is the official view or vice versd 
will have to be equally and scnipulously avoided. It is not for me to 
say which version is more acceptable as I am claiming an inquiry now. 
1 want that to be ascertained and not merely asserted. Sir, it may be 
said that after the report of the Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler where is 
the room or necessity for a further inquiry? To that my reply ia that 
it is deeply to be regretted that the report of the Hon’ble Sir Henry 
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Wheeler has failed to eommand that amount of public confidence in 
it as could be legitimately expected. So far as could be gathered from 
sources, including some of the leading daily Indian as well as Anglo* 
Indian newspapers, faults have been found with that report not only in 
its findings of fact but also, its conclusions thereon. It is difficult to 
say now whether that is jiistifiable in our present state of the know- 
ledge of the affair. 

The vahie of such a report so well and ably written from a literary 
and forensic point of view has also been considerably reduced by some 
most unfortunate observations regarding the motives of those who 
happen to hold views which do not coincide with those of the Hon*ble 
Member. His observation that ** the whole incident has been the sub- 
ject of malicious exaggeration ’’ has been contended by his oiiponents 
to be the best evidence of a practical admission on his part that he knew 
that his case was bad and his arguments were weak and so he had to 
1‘esort to the use of harsh and undignified language and to the imputa- 
tion of unfair motives to his opponents — ^weapons unworthy of a fair 
opponent particularly when he holds a high position. This is also so 
much unlike tlie writer of the report as his worst enemies will have to 
admit. 

Sir, if there are exaggerations, they may be there on both sides. 
If there are indications of partisanship in the statements of facts, they 
may be there on both sides again. If the conclusions have been allowed 
to be fogged consciously or unconsciously, then the liability to that 
weakness which is the source of that misfortune cannot be the inherent 
disability either of the Government or of the opposite imrty. If care- 
less overstatements of facts have been indulged in by some members 
of one party, the opposite party has also not behaved in such a way that 
it can claim immunity from the charge of manifesting a strong desire 
to minimise the incidents and whitewash the situation. 

Then, again, Sir, at the very commencement of the Government 
roi)ort it is claimed many serious misrepresentations have been 
made ** — that is^ by the people. We have it again, in the answers to 
Dr. Moitra’s question by the Hon'ble Sir Henry Wheeler, distinctly 
stated that the version of Babu Akhil Chandra Dutt is inaccurate and 
in some instances distorted, and in others just the opposite of truth. 
On the admitted facts of the situation, therefore, there is no doubt that 
there is ample and legitimate room for a strict and impartial inquiry* 
In this inquiry which I propose to be held by a joint committee of 
officials and ele<^ted members of this Council there should be, on the 
one hand, a strong desire to exclude from consideration all that iff 
exaggerated and sentimental as also, on the other, an equally strong 
anxiety not to, accept any suggestion or circumstance which is alleged 
with the intention of minimising tha incidents or rehabilitating the 
situation. 
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The points that require careful and impartial investigation are for- 
tunately all broad points of facts — ^for it is in them that the real con- 
flict lies in the two versions before us. The most noticeable amongst 
them and on the correct ascertainment of which the success of the 
inquiry depends may be stated to be the following, though I have no 
desire to be exhaustive even if I had the necessary i)ower and the ability 
to be so. 

The first point that occurs to my mind is to ascertain whether there 
was any necessity to commandeer the Gurkha soldiers of the Eastern 
Bengal Rifles for the purpose of evicting the coolies. 

I think on this point there ought to be a full statement from Mr. I)e 
who sent for them in jireference to the District Reserve Police on an 
appreciation (according to his own lights) of the difficulties of the situa- 
tion. Mr. De is a responsible official of experience, he is also an Indian 
and has undoubtedly got the same desire as I have, if not a stronger 
one, to help our own wretched countrymen in their distress. 

If that be so then the committee should have his full and direct 
statement about it. It will be for Mr. De to satisfy the committee by 
placing facts and circumstances to justify his donduct. These, how- 
ever, must be facts and not mere opinions or ipse dixits. Then, again, 
it is admitted by his opponents that Mr. De was anxious to help the 
coolies home and his attitude at the beginning was friendly to them. 
Therefore, there miist be very strong reasons based on facts which led 
Mr. De to commandeer Gurkha soldiers to evict them by use of force. 
We must in justice to him also have those reasons from him directly and 
that also free frpm editorial notes and observations. 1 asked the Gov- 
ernment a question about any such statement of Mr. De being in the 
possession of the Government, but my question has been disallowed 
along with the rest of my questions on this subject on account of their 
length. This is no doubt very unfortunate. 

The second important fact, to my mind, is to ascertain whether the 
interests of sanitation would have suffered if the coolies were evicted 
the next morning instead of at midnight. In this connection there is 
again a conflict of versionsf One side says that the coolies were sleep- 
ing at the time, while the other side asserts that they w ere not so. The 
real fact must definitely be ascertained and not left to anybody’s opinion 
or conjecture. 

The third important fact that requires correct ascertainment from 
direct and circumstantial evidence is whether bayonets were used. The 
Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler asserts that any allegation to that effect is 

wholly without foundation^" This is indeed a very strong and 
sweeping observation. There is no doubt that the deliberate state- 
ment of a high Government official like Sir Henry Wheeler is entitled 
to the greatest respect. But in this ease he was no witness to the 
occurrence and those who might have assured him to that effect are very 
likely to be persons who were mordly, if not physically, responsible 
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for the wounds howsoever caused. Then again this is a point which 
has got to be decided by the light of medical opinion. The evidence 
of the doctors and their notes made at the time have to be examined. 
The report sj>eaks of sixteen cases of injured persons seen by the Hon’ble 
Sir Henry Wheeler. In that list. No. 1 and No. 15 will appear to 
be wounds which 'could have been caused by bayonets in all probability- — 

1. A woman with a small wound in the right elbow about an inch 
deep. The joint was not injured. It was alleged that this 
was a bayonet wound. 

15 A girl of about 8 years with a largish scab under the right 
eye. The eye was not hurt. It was said that this was a 
punctured wound with a bayonet: if so, it was miraculous 
that more injury was not done. 

Anybody wdio has dealt with medical jurisprudence in his life on the 
ciuestion of wounds would at once see that these two wounds out 
of Sir Henry Wheeler’s sixteen cases do not support the very sweeping 
assertion of Sir Henry Wlieeler that the story of the use of the bayonets 
is wholly without foundation. 

In connection with this very important matter the evidence of the 
doctors, vi;5., ]>i\ Jogesh Chandra Sur, l)r. Guru Nath Bose and 
Ur. Narendra Kumar Brahraachari, which appeared in the Ainrifa 
Bazar Patrika of the 9th June last, may also be of great use for the 
purpose of investigation as it is they who rendered earliest medical 
treatment to the sufferers. On all the.se materials and others available, 
a di.stinct or clear finding on this point is absolutely ncccwssary and siiicli 
a thing is nothing difficult to be had. 

The fourth important point is the question of the. putting out of the 
lights. It is claimed by one party that the lights were deliberately 
put out by the other. This may be an exaggeration and I earnestly 
hope, in the name of humanity, that it is so. Tho'report says that the 
Hon ’bio Mr. Sinha and Mr. Shallow were sent out to guard the Power 
House. Then the rei>ort stops rather abruptly and does not say wdio 
put out the lights. Inquiry has therefora to be made whether it is 
ihe coolies or the townspeople or the officers who put out the lights. 
Sir Henry Wh(eeler’s sudden refusal to state further facts or to come 
to a finding about the putting out of the lights (and they were all 
electric lights that were suddenly put out and not oil lamps or gas 
lumps individually put out or broken down) is to my mind very dis- 
appointing and has well and truly laid the foundations for a requisition 
for making a searching inquiry into this matter. The adage says that 
you can’t sweep away a mist;” much less, do I say, can you sweep 
away darkness and the cause of it. Here is, therefore, an important 
point on which investigation ought to be made, for, after all, it is this 
unholy darkness that was the cause of a lot of additional i^isery and 
suffering to the coolie? that also afforded additional faoilitie^^ 
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poll-mell and severe assaults wliioli were axlmitiedly so severe that 
Captain Shepheid (eonimandhipf the soldiers) had hiinsoK to order his 
men to desist from further heating and that, at least in one instance, 
the severity of the assault succeeded in evoking the active sympathy of 
Mr. De himself, who in the name of humanity had to ])ut a stop to it. 

In order to avoid being tedious, I give one more \cry important 
specific point on which investigation ought to be directed and it is this 
— was the conduct of the Government offtciah actna\l*j tieiitml as it has 
been claimed in the report? In this connection again facts have to be 
inquired into, for mere assertion is of no use however high the author- 
ity may be from which it comes. It has been put on record in a diary 
of events published in the papers by some European gentlemen 
(Mr. Rope and others), who cannot possibly be <diarged with malice 
against the GoverTiment or with sympathy overflowing for the coolies, 
that tile coolies were being sent away at the beginning by steannus 
from Chaiulimr and that on the 15th of May so many as 1,000 coolies 
were sent away by a steamer (diartered by the Subdivisional Officei* with 
the aid of private funds; that it was also arranjjed that oOO would be 
sent down every day and it was so done on the IGth and 17th. It was 
on the 16th or 17th, however, that one Mr. Maepherson of the T(‘a 
Association gave ont that the steamer company had been rcqiiesied 
to stop giving special facilities to coolies with a view to stop the exodus.’’ 
It is suggested that the order or request came from the Government to 
the steamer companies. 

About this there is nothing said in the rejxirt. There is a very 
important point to decide, viz., the question of the neutrality claimed. 
So there ought to be an incpiiry into the allegation. The connected 
incident of Mr, Maepherson being allowed to interfere with the coolies 
and their return home, requires a very careful inquiry also. In con- 
nection with this question, it has to be considered also, the absence of a 
gmcrous rearguard action on the part of the Government, even after ihe 
lamentable incident of the 20th May, for such a couise of conduct on 
the part of the Government could have also to a considerable extent 
relieved the situation of its heart-rending effects. It has also to be seen 
if any attempt on the part of the Government to ropalriato the destitute 
and helpless coolies, even after this pitiful incident, would have been an 
economical sin as has been claimed by Government. Assuming that it 
was an economical sin to help these wretched coolies in getting back 
to their hqpies, it still has to be ascertained whether a multitude of such 
economical sins would not have been covered or washed away by one act 
of generous repatriation on the part of ihe Government. For aught 
w'e know, the Government might have had good reasons for the atti- 
tude they took; but in fairness to themselves and in fairness to the 
[mblic those reasons should be made known to the public so tliat the 
various speculations th^t had been made and are still being made about 
the motives ot the Gbvernmeojt may once for all be- set at rest. 
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Other important points of facts that require to bo correctly ascer- 
tained (to give a list of them which is only illustrative and not exhaus- 
tive) are — 

(1) The total number of persona (males, females and children) 

^ who were injured — this particularly in view of Sir Henry 

Wheeler’s observation that statements indicate a general 
scuffle rather than particular assaults.” 

(2) The general nature of their injuries (slight or severe — reject- 

ing Sir Henry Wheeler’s rather extraordinary test that no 
injury is severe unless there is a bone broken or it is a 
bayonet wound) . 

(3) What overt and forceful opposition these coolies did offer 

before Gurkha sepoys were ordered to fall upon them, etc. 

(4) How u it no Hon’ble Member could come down to Ghand- 

pur before nine days had passed away!^ 

On these and other imxx)rtant points there must be clear and distinct 
findings of facts on a careful and impartial inquiry. Witnesses will 
have to be examined, irrespective of their leanings on either side, and 
the truth sifted out from their evidence which may, in some instances, 
be either irresponsible exaggerations on the one hand, or deliberate con- 
cealment of facts on the other. 

In conclusion, I think that regard being had to the deep and grave 
disquiet that had been felt by many many minds in this country over 
this most regrettable incident, and also in view of tlie undeniable fact 
that the report of Sir Henry Wheeler instead of healintj the wound caused 
on the public mind has actually inflamed it, there ought to be held a 
public inquiry by this Council through a responsible committee to pro- 
duce those ameliorative results which* an impartial investigation made 
for honestly dealing out praise and blame can alone produce. 

Sir, in order not to allow sympathy of right-minded men to be alien- 
ated from the Government, it is urgently necessary that such an 
inquiry should be made at once. Owing to an incident of this descrip- 
tion and iMirticularly owing to the pertinacity with which the misery 
which arose out of the situation was, in the result, actually prolonged 
by Government orders, all hopes of a new and responsible era due to 
the Reforms, are fast fading away from the minds of even those who are 
vigorously optimistic. I confess this with the deepest regret. 

I, therefore, think that if the anxiety of the Government for the 
co-operation and good-will of the people is not a mere camouflage, as 
I do sincerely believe that it is not, then the Government ought to be 
the party, most anxious to support a resolution of this chatacter. If 
the securing of puhHo confidence and not the upholding of 
prestige is the real objective of the Government then I^pannot for one 
moment conceive how they can do anything but suppin-t my fletnand 
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. fdEfliai opea and illnminaiinit. Crima pqrpetfaiW hy 

tiaH^ ;wlEa^a the maintenance ot law> order and right 

elands in a different category altogether; Its effect is far-ieachihg and 
^^e^ penetrating* It is an offence not only agains^t man bnt against 
Oo4 Himself before whom the mightiest monarch or Government on* 
earih inxist quail. The shrieks and wailings ol the i)oor, wretched ^ond 
unfortunate coolies may hot be potent enough to reach the heart of 
thu Government but they certainly have special facilitien given to them 
to 'readh the throne of the Almighty and All-Powerlul. 

' ?Iiet there be, therefore, an inquiry— a just, open and impartial 
inquiry to find out if there has been any such crime committed. If it is 
fond on such inquiry that no such wrong was committed by any officer . 
of ^the Government, high or low, connected with this heart-rending inci- 
dhht then let? the country be thoroughly assured of it by distinct and 
correct statement of facts, and let all misconceptions be most scrupu- 
lously sought to be removed from the public mind without the least 
desire to echo the wrong or distorted and baseless or malicious views 
of any section of the community however strong and uumerous it may 
he. If, on the contrary, facts do clearly indicate that such a wrong has 
been committed — then let that be openly atoned for by a frank admis- 
sion of the actual facts and let steps be taken for correction of those 
who have committed that crime with a view to make its recurrence 
through them and others impossible. 

It is in this way, and in this way alone, that a lasting disgrace (if 
any) upon the Government may be successfully prevented. I am sure 
an honest Government would have no hesitation to accept it. 

Ijet us by making this just, open and impartial inquiry uphold the 
majesty of justice and there is no doubt that, as soon as that is done, 
all sympathy alienated and all confidence lost will come back to the 
Government in an inconceivably larger volume; ami such a course of 
conduct will at bnce be a source of legitimate pride and enormous 
strength to the Government — ensuring a state of things which alone 
cw and ought to be its goal. 

I therefore move this resolution and I need hardly say that I legi- 
tiihately expect every son of our motherland to support the resolution. 

I also fervently hope that any hon^ble member of this •House who has 
kept an open mind and has an honest desire to know the real truth— 
to. wlwtever nationality he may belong — ^wiH not hesitate for a moment 
in.:ihe name of justice to support this motion. 

" ^ TAIliT •MO#Ali ROY I ** This Council recommends to the 
G^-^rhih^t that a fully representative committee ol oflloinl and nim* 
,^dal fftemhers, not ekoeeding nine in number, and at least three id. 
diibhld be members of Gie local Legislative Council, be forth- 
Gbveriiment id inquire intb the allegbd opfpeasinp 
the gl^ClAhdpiir in tbe month of Hay lastr 





by mitita^ry police, the dr^miaitiiiic^ uadet irhksfe nc^rvicee 
fiiaid military police were Teqeisitioned, and ihe aansea whicb led ^ tiM 
l^ave situation in the Chittagoag Divieion/* ' 

X may at once tell this Heuee that I have proceeded^ to press thSsi 
*reiioluti<m not with the object of raking np old sores or for resiiscitai* 
ing the embers of a dying controversy. I have a tar different object 
in view. It is because I feel, and honestly feel the necessity, the 
urgent necessity of restoring public confidence in the justice of the 
Bengal Oovernraent, that I have ventured to press my demand for the 
fullest inquiry. I am one of those who believes in the reforms and I 
can asaure this House, if any assurance is at all needed, that no move- 
ment political or otherwise which is calculated to disorganise and 
imralyse trade and communications and lead to endless and needless 
suffering to the public can have the support of those who have the web 
fare of the people at heart. I do not make any secret of the fact that 
I have no faith in hypocrisy in public life. I believe in the efficacy of 
truth and justice as constituting the strongest bulwark of British Rule 
in India. While condemning incitement to violence and the dissemi- 
nation of calculated falsehood by designing iand unscrupulous busy*, 
bodies for fomenting disturbances and troubles, I quite honestly feel 
that it is equally our duty to unite in a just and reasonable demand for, 
the ascertainment and propagation of truth. The need for adopting 
such a course is never more pressing than on an occasion like this, wbei| 
the public feeling has been stirjed to its depth by the alleged outrages 
by military police at Chandpur. While criticism of Government, which 
is the outcome of malice or hatred should be deprecated by all think- 
ing men, I venture to hope that Governmeiit will welcome well-m^iant 
legitimate criticism which aims at the pursuit of truth and the rcstmu- . 
tion of public confidence and tranquillity. The greatest genius who has 
shed lustre on the literature of England has said there is no sure founda- 
tion for an empii'e set on blood. 

It is no use trying to soothe ourselves into the complacent belief that 
the alleged outrages perpetrated by the military police at Chandpur have 
faded from the memory of the people of Bengal. No one can pretend 
to ignore the fact that the people, and the masses in particular, are still 
smarting under a sense that a grave and unprovoked outrage has been 
committed upon the innocent and inoffensive coolies in the grip of 
hunger, destitulion and disease. There cannot be any mistake ab^t 
the faot that a deei>-rooted feeling has been crated in the minds of jlhe 
people of many parts of Eastern Bengal that they ire Hot safe from W 
ottkeks of military police who may be let loose upon them at^ Itn^ ■ 
moment by an overaealous and panie-strioken local Executive; on ^6$:^ 
riligitest pretext or provocation. Has this ieeling Of eoA, ? 

riSsentment been dissipated by the puUication erf iftd 
Jihe S^xl’lde Sir rHeuiy Wheeler f It would be tiie tmkikrt 

to '' asimri^ that the Hon’ble Sir Heiuty , Whitialev*a C 
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it ike impress oi heste, has iwSed to reat^uk^ th«»^ 
jpmliUe hii >£aftteni* and to restore public confideiie0»; 1:^ 

shkB ks -fliboat tho last person to impute any moirvea to the Hcm^Ue 
iRTheeler. ' I shall .refuse, to entertain the charge of puiiiak 
ity^ ai^^st him. liet us hope that the insinuation that the fion^ble 
Member was prompted by a desire to pervert the truth for shielding the 
Ipofil. eivilian entourage or that he countenanced or encouraged in any 
manner' the employment of the military police in the eviction of the 
coolies is quite unjitst and uncharitable. 1 believe I am echoing the 
public feeling when I say that the Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler’s report 
is not comprehensiye and exhaxistive. While fully appreciating the 
fact, that he was animated by a genuine desire not to hide but to elicit 
the truth regarding the Ghandpur atrocities, it is our painful duty to 
give expression to the view that the report is lacking in important 
details and it is believed, and rightly I think, that it does not fully 
represent that what actually transpired. I will give some instances. 

It is admitted that there were about 1,500 coolies at Ghandpur when 
the Bengal Qovemment intervened and set its face against the i)olicy 
of repatriating them at Oovernment expense. The initial action of the 
local officials at the instance of Mr. £. C. .De in repatriating some coolies 
^rior to the 17tli of May has at the same time been ratified and justly 
ratified evidently on the ground of hupianity and in th.e interest of 
public health. We ai'e not told whether in reversing the policy of 
repatriation at public expense the local Oovernment at all consulted 
the interests of public health leaving alone the ground of humanity. 

The Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler has told us quite frankly in his 
report that at a conference of local residents called by Mr. E. C. De on 
the 19th May last, it was decided that the coolies should be located on 
the football ground and that arrangements were put in hand to erect 
shelters, summon^ medical assistance and make sanitaiy arrangements — 
the Indian Tea Association having offered Bs. 2,000 for the erection of 
sheds. We have, however, no means of knowing whether any such 
arrangements were at all made or taken in hand before the military 
police were let loose at dead of night with the lights put out upon the 
coolies in the station yard. Our information is that neither Mr. K. G. 
De nor his subordinates had done anything at all in these directions. 

We have it from the Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler himself that at 
11 r.H. on the 19tk of May, the Hon’ble Mr. Sinha made at once for 
the steamer ghftt accompanied by three other Euroi)eaD gentlemen, one 
of them being Mr. Mac];dieTson, the representative of the Tea Associa- 
tion.* We are not told who the two others were. At any rate it is 
eleair^^t thiA ovensalous Tea representative kept comjmny with the 
Mp. Sinha fdrgetting that he was not a member of the Execu- 
, fie w^ hustled by ike coolies on the flat. If this was 
himsAitl lor meddling. in a matter in which he ought 

49 interfere* .Xn a eammuniqu^t dated the 
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26th of May, the Qovernment of Bengal had openly pledged themsdlves- 
to a policy of neutrality in the dispute betiFeen the planters and - tlia- 
ceolies. How was it then that the Hon’ble Mr. Sinha, the local stdb* 
divisional ofiicer. came to allow Mr. Macpherson, a private peinon' apd 
not an official in any sense of the term, to meddle with the coolies P 
The public impression is that Mr. Macpherson who had arrived ** for 
investigating the situation I am quoting from the report— shewed 
an excess of zeal in the matter which it was certainly the duty of the 
local officers on the spot to repress and not to foster. 

We have it also from the Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler himself, that 
Mr. K. C. De had wired for assistance as soon us he found that the irolice 
on the spot was insufficient. Why is it that we are not told whether 
any, and if so what, attempts were made by him to summon reinforce’ 
ments from his Divisional Police force? 


Everyone knows the provisions of the Criminal Procedure Code in 
Chaptei TX dealing with the lowers of the Magistrate for dispersing an 
unlawful a.sserahly. It is somewhat curious that none of these coolies who 
had been dispersed at dead of night, under cover of darkness by the em- 
ploym^t of military police, appears to have been arrested or placed on 
trial. We have been told and told seriously, that Mr. De had decided, as 
STOn as he heard during the day that reinforcements were being sent, to 
clear the station on their arrival. He could not do so during the day for 
want of men. He did so at niglit having realised the urgent necessity for 

whether Mr. K. C. De or any of his lieutenants, who had participated 
in. or been present in this midnight raid, had, at any time or at aU, 
during the whole of the fateful day on the 20th Mav last, taken any 
to convey to the jicor coolies the message or the mandate tha^ 
military pdice had been wired for and that thej would on their arrival 
in the evening be set upon them and would use force unless they quietly 
and peacefully withdrew to the football ground near by. It i^ a well 
known fact that action, under section 130 of the Criminal Procedure 
(J)de, 13 taken as a liwt resort in extreme and emergent cases where 
he ^sembly remains defiant after all the resources of the authonti^ 
to effect a peaceful dispersal have been exhausted. 

No expUn^ion has been offered regarding the culpable indifference 
ascertain the nature and extent of the injuries 
which the coolies had sustained as a consequence of the assault ir * 

^e mihtary pohee during the night of the 20th of May last. Thi« » 

d^ a. j, .„d ..t i™,di.tel, afto. SI 

country has the nght to know upon whom does the res^SS^^?^ 
Ais grpss and culpable dereliction of public duty ^ iy 

It is not my purpose to go into the causes the strikua x -A » 
which loBowed the tragedy of the 30th of May. The KoiSe 



W%eel6^. bail liiioseU said that the htmrtal vas.ds<daiiM}iw {ix^tesl 
theiei^ts of the night of the 20th May and that ' the strikes, were 

Any careful student of the report will perhaps not fail to observe 
one remarkable feature in it. The Hon*ble Sir. Heavy Wheeler has 
takidn particular care in giving prominence more to* ihe statements made 
to him by witnesses than to his own independent opinions 

1 do not wish to tire the patience of the House by referring to such 
other details on which no light has at all been thrown. All that I do 
say at present is this. The report of the Hon* bio Sir Henry Wheeler 
is incomplete and is evidently based upon the uncros.s*examinecl testi- 
mony of witnesses. In justice alike to the local ofiicials who have been 
made the target of criticism and condemnation and the Goveiimtent, it 
is eminently desirable that the evil which now hangs over the unfor- 
* innate Chandpur episode should he lifted. Many unofficial statements, 
specially those made by the Bishop of Assam and Mr. Andrews, have 
seen the light of day. My demand for an inquiry is not belated. 
JSveryone knows how long after was the inquiry in the Punjab started. 

1 venture to hope that the Government will )iot resist the demand 
for an inquiry by a representative committee even at this stage. The 
Government will have everything to gain and nothing to lose by an 
inquiry which, I feel sure, will not be burked. Let the impression go 
forth that the Government is no respecter of persons and that it is firm 
in its determination to mete out even-handed justice to all and to elicit 
the Whole truth. 

Much will depend upon the x)ersonnel of the committee which T have 
left to the Government to determine for obvious reasons. If my lesolii- 
tion is accepted, I am certain the Government will iippoint such a com- 
mittee which will be thoroughly representative in the true sense of the 
term and will inspire public confidence. It will, I think, be better if 
unprejudiced minds, free from the influence of locality or environment, 
are cieJIed upon to serve on such a committee. 


Mr. F. A. LARMOUR: May I, before the mover moves the next 
resolution, ask for an^planation on the question as to what he means 
by to devise means for effectively preventing any such outrage in 
future.'^ Does he mean by outrage the conduct of the non-co- 
operating agitators before the coolies left the station? What does he 
meali by the word ** outrage ’’ ? 

fte FRffSIDRNti I cannot listen to yon before be morea the 
>bec^t^. . 

. tlr.' F. A. |.ARIiOURl But Lfind tbe motion is not cleat on this 




Rli RADHA OHARAN RAL Bdhiilurt ** This Cknmeil Khohnai^KRi 
to the OoTernment that a mixed committee, consistingf^ of offioiala ah4 
non-officials, with a majority of non-officials, to he nominated^ by 
Council, be appointed at an early date — < 

(t) to inquire into and report on the circumstances leadini^ to, and 
immediately following, the employment of 0.ttrhha soldiera 
upon the coolies at Chandpur; 

(it) to advise as to how the officers responsible for the said occur* 
ranee should be dealt with; and 

(tit) to devise means for effectively preventing any such outrage in 
future. 


Ihe uumber of resolutions tabled this afternoon unmistakably show 
that the country has been stirred to its utmost depths by the incidents 
at Chandpur. I need not, in dealing with the subject, enter into the - 
causes of the exodus of coolies from Assam. It might be due tp 
economic causes, or, as alleged, to the machinations of designing 
people. If the latter, I have no language to denounce in measured 
terms the conduct of such mischievous and unscrupulous people in 
leading astray ignorant and gullible coolies from the secure anchor- 
ap of settled life to one of uncertainty and misery, which was a 
blunder worse than 5rime. If. on the other hand, it was the outcome 
of economic causes it was but the exercise of the individual liberty 

of the labourers against capitalism, to which no fair-minded man can 
Object. 


Turning to Chandpur, we find that the influx of coolies there began 
M early as 9th May, and with commendable seal and promptitude the 
on the spot arranged for their repatriation, batch by batch, 

m!dS! k! “i ® turned into a 

muddle by the unhappy intervention of the Provincial Government 

iT* Olympus-- thus far and no 

f^er. The concession was stopped, the hands of the local Exe. 
cutive were fettered, and sympathy and helpfulness were reolaced W 
a heartless neutraUty. The consequence was that stranded^^liJd 
titute coolies increased in number, cholera * 

diseases broke out, and carried off a large number, and nuh^ 
was menaced. In this connection, I should like to ack^»i,ka 
debt of gratitude to the services rendered by the denartmont s** 
luwl^. barring individual distemper, under fte guXnL oVtlf 
Iw Minister, as well as the sidendid humanitarian woA bv 
the Marwa^i Samiti and the relief wor^r ^t t 
t^ yeoman somces of the glorious band of volunteers and th?^h^ 
of.Aasajttr^r^th medical and non*inedioal. , Whi^ 

; haw alli^ed to the policy of heartless imutitUty. It k mA i 
K^^t: this policy followed ■ by - a ' 

lM^,>thO of -Cais^dpttf. '-'Tim- 








^ikie^igiidQlg^ rmhei to fte lailway . ototio^^^ 

tlie {K>nt^ii. Those who havo seen the crowds on 
Baik Jaita or other festive occasions may remehi* 
sight of the rush and tumult of innocent muhitud^s, breaking 
ell . Harriets in their struggle to catch the train or the steamer, as the 
oesttimay be^ It is therefore a natural struggle to which people are 
accustomed. And to put down this struggling mass of humanity, our 
countrymmi, — deeply regret to say — ^Mr. K. C. De, proud of the 
unifcurm of power and official authority, imported a band of unruly 
, Ourhha military, police and let them loose almost , at the dead of night 
on sleeping,, inoffensive, unresisting and unarmed men,, women Und 
children, without ^ any provocation whatsoever. Could not the, ordinary 
police be reinforced to keep the coolies within the proper bounds 
of discipline and order P Was it not inhuman and indiscreet to turn 
out the coolies at dead of night into an open, shelterless, and water- 
logged playground — ^men, women, and children, screaming and crying 
in helplessness and despair P I am sure that the true Englishman, 
the enemy of slavery, the lover of freedom, and the protector of the 
weak and the oppressed, will be as much exasperated at the exhibi- 
tion of this cruelty. The Lord Bishop, who represents the Christian con- 
science of the British race, has declared that no necessity existed 
for the employment of extraordinaiy force at Chandpur, and that it 
was a confession of moral and spiritual impotence; and that it betokened 
an attitude of mind, which believes in force as an essential and effi- 
cient instrument for the accomplishment of the highest purposes of 
Government. He concluded by saying that the Government failed in 
showing the Christian virtue of compassion. Such is the verdict of a 
true Englishman — aye, a Minister of the Church. 


Ae regards the alleged outrages, it is authoritatively stated that 
there have been about. 100 victims to Gurkha excesses altogether, of 
whom about 50 were serious cases. That the Gurkhas began their 
^sault like wild beasts is apparent from the admission of Mr. De 
hitneelf, who said that he had to pull off a Gurkha while inflicting 
esicceBsive fcn:ce'. Captain Shepherd, in charge of the Gurkhas, spoke 
of seeing himself one or two severe blows and of brdering them to 
deeiat. Thie is official admission, and one can. imagine what actually 


ks^peped. Even Bir Henry Wheeler’s report gives three cases' of 
. aoiio^s ^to a girl, to a woman, wd to a man. I deeply regret 

thf^j^t^sympatBetio tone the report betrays and the light-hearted spirit 
iH ^ whi^ some the mooi serious injuries have been Sought to be 


Sir Henry IT^eeler is tho right-hand man of His Excel- 
and in this time ol^ excitement and unrest he 
a greatm* disservice to the oadse of reform and 

S ; tod the, ruled^ .:His . 

over" troubled waters I 7 
iKympoitbst towtods those jatiaUe wmtdbto 
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who suffered at the hands ol the Gurkhas. I regxel that, in hia; 
to uphold the official prestige and position, His ExeeUency^^nd 
speak with the utmost respect of him — should have missed a gdUba 
opportunity when the deputation waited upon him. I have been and I 
am, a staunch advocate of law and order. I am no non-co-operator. 
I denounce the strikes though they occurred after the Gurkha outrage. 
I'hese strikes brought untold miseries upon the coolies and the general 
pubKc, and for this those who engineered them fully deserve the 
denunciation of the public. It cannot be denied that there is sullen 
discontent in the country, and that both the Government and the people 
should combine to remove the discontent by mutual co-operation and 
mutual trust. Ijord Heading has said that the Government is anxious 
to, ascertain the causes of discontent among the people. The root causa 
lies in the want of compassion, want of sympathy and tenderness as 
is illustrated in this dismal chapter of political history created at 
Chandpur. 

With your permission, Sir, I wish to say one word with reference 
to what has fallen from Mr. Larmour. I believe he said 

The PRESIDENTS Well, the words are there and members will 
judge for themselves. 


Mu JATINDRA NATH BA8U: “ Tius Council recommends to 
the Government that such action be taken as regards the conduct of 
the local officials m the matter of the ejectment of the coolies and their 
families from the station at Chandpur on the 20th May, 1921 as will 
prevent the recurrence of similar incidents. * 

The resolution «iat stands in my name differs from the resolutions 
that have already been moved in that my resolution does not ask for 
an inquiry. I desire to submit to the House that the facts as they 
have edready come out m the inquiries that have been made are iw 

cW that they may be taken by Government as the basis of action 
ivithout any further inquiry. action 

The main facte of the incident that took place on the 20th ll»v 

he of any assistance in eliciting any further information as regards^ 
hroud featui^ of the incident. What is it that has caused Vt£ 

■Whit hluilwT*^ ^ Chandpur a centre 6f disturbnnit P 
^ It* “'“'‘tea only on the night of the 20th Miiy 
m the station at Chandpur and the events that preeed^'Hhe 

of the coohes have been related by the Hon*%e Sir HafeW 
WWer in the comjmmqu4. They are theke^ The doo”^ 

^ frj® Sylhet and Cachar at the railway staGoii ai CSB^dpioi-.' 

m the wsay of their 'leaving Chandpur. tlonseotf^Hw 
. lie<Kl)Bi^ie etr Chandpur. local 

. ^ M hUtm orated. Op Sie 19th, ^ 

ihe'lMinff-«eii'<rf'the to^ with 
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'iR4iwxti]i!i<idtttioQ-'for tfen m^n wlio- wsro.fteouiiiMiIftisitif-'jttMht 
AM were agreed-tike local men, the looat ndhray 
antlioin^a aa well as GoTerament officials— that Aey should he houied 
MttM^herepthe f^tball ground was decided upon, and the In^ 
lea .aasec^on offered a generous contribution of Rs. 2,000 and thdie 
irere l^Bubscnptions also, and it was intended to erect sheds to 
hou» these people. This was the scheme that was thought of on the 


On the evening of the 19th, an incident happened. The coolies began 
to move, m large crowds and rushed to the flats and steamers to seek 
a pasea^. We often find in big junction stations large crowds rush- 
mg to find accommodation in trains. It was not unusual that in their 
mimtience to get away to their homes they should rush to the steamer. 
It IS an ordinary incident of passenger traffic in this country. It so 
haf^ned that one of the local officials who were on the flat attached 
to the steamer was roughly handled, or there was an attempt' to 
handle him roughly. Then the events smoothed down. There was 
nothing further that night. That was in fact the only outrage against 
the coolies that was brought out. It is not shown what else actually 
happened or what else they were guilty of. The whole of the 20th was 
quiet. The Hon’ble Sir Henry Whdeler says that the townspeople 
gathered at the station and on the overbridge. It is not shown in 
the communiqui whether they incited the coolies to any violence or if 
any excesses were committed. Everything evidently remained quiet 
until about a quarter past eleven at night when Mr. De with the 
military police and officials came. It is not shown that Mr. De had 
sent for some of the local leaders or local people during the course of 
the day on the 20th and had told them that he desired that the cooliea 
should be moved from the station immediately even though the accom- 
m<^tion that had been decided upon for them had not been pfit up. 
It is not shown on the face of the communique or on any other informa- 
,tion that has so far been published that any communication was 
to any of the coolies or to the local leaders. The attempt comes sudden* 

• ' ** nobody expected it. So far as the coolies 

^maelves were concerned the facte are that a very large proportion 
th^, as the Bishop o^ Asram says, were women, children and sick 
wsons, and those that wejre adult men were half-starved and emaciated, 
thn squad of military police came and the coolies were asked to 
, njove put. It ^ «id.in the Jffon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler’s communiqui 
peoj^Ie h^ up their hands and said Gfandht Maliaraj ki jai, 

'• poBk^men began to strike the bundles and things of the 

>, ?®n*ii^ one of a village- dipmatm party indulging in a 

had , no effect , the .policemen to<d( up the 
; began to beat tjbe 

when.we 1^' 
;i^Brsqna; was cleared out- tp40 
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minutes^ and also when we remember the fact that anmilg^ 
were women, children and sick and infirm persons, . The .$[on,^Ua Sit 
Henry Wheeler has, said in the communique that no extra^ force ^iipa 
used and only the necessary amount of force. These rare the 
on which I base my resolution. If these are the facts that happenedf^ 
a reasonable man can only come to the conclusion that thinits weiJc doM 
in. a manner which is not in consonance with the spirit of our 0OTeiw« 
ment. It was done in a manner which was not creditable either .to 
the Government or to the people. In Bengal, during troublous 
we have had the satisfaction that our Government acted in a way which 
was different from what Governments in remote parts of Indja did. 
Our. Government had maintained humane principles in the conduct pf 
public affairs, and their ofiicers have, carried out their duties with 
humanity and justice. But, having regard to the way in which these 
unarmed and unoffending coolies — a few only amongst whom were 
the face of the communique, guilty merely of shouting Gandhi Maharaj 
hi iai — ^were treated, it appears that a new chapter is opening in .tl^e 
history of the Bengal Government. I feel that it is the duty of this 
Council to say straight and plainly that we will have none of this so 
far as we are concerned. X say, therefore, that the officers who were 
losponsible for the incident must he dealt with by the Government in 
a spitable manner and in such manner that any repetition of simdlnr 
incidents should be impossible in Bengal — the premier province in 
India. It is indeed a slur alike on the intelligence and on the high 
reputation for sympathy which this Government has. With these 
words, I commend this resolution to the acceptance of this House. .• 


Bibu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA; This Council recommemfs to 


•the Government, tliat a committee, consisting of seven members, fivp 
of whom shall be uon.(dficials — three members of the Council and tw'b 
from the outside public — elected by the nou-official members of the 
Cbuncil; be appointed to inquire into, and report, at an early date, aboift 
circumstances in connection with the recent tea garden coolie 
situation at Chandpur, with special reference to the following: 

(a) the attitude of the Government towards repatriation and /Qieir 
alleged; interference with the Steamer Company in opnpeption 
with the conveyance of coolies; ' V/ . 


. (b) the events that happened at Chandpur on the 19th, 20th ^ 

2l8t May, 1921, in this connection; and . 

(c) the e^msiances in connection with the Strikes in the 
Bimgal Bailway and the India Genetnl 
, .. f^E|ver8 Steam Navigation Companies, 

vAs tMe miatter ref era to my own distrieti 1 h^ 
a I oannot-move this 
.dMutjlMsted 'manner* m:whidh. 



„ ■Jft'j|w>'Ws-.‘'l^8' T6M>Intioii'.'Biore in a^now than in ang6r. JMy nwn 
of ' has been' humiliated to the diurt^ maet'fffdiniiiry 

df humanity^ haw been vblated, public feeling!^ been 
,4lw0y‘ tromde^ and I ethnd beforo this g^afe^tribomal of the 
aOi£tiUii«M of Bengal to demand touth, sj-mpalhy and justice. Some 
doniioto of humanity, the tea garden coolies from Assam, in the last 
sta^of destitution and misery had taken shelter in the amall 8^,1^. 
divhdoital town of Chandpur in my own constituency; 'while it was the 
first hmtinot of humanity to give them proper protection and help 
^em <m, when even the local Government officials felt tlxis simple call 
of the .heart, the dictum was flashed forth from the top of the hills or 
from Calcutta, that Government was not to help towards the cost of 
r^trktion td these poor peoide. The allegation has been freely made 
titat not only did the Government not stop there, but. they are reported 
to have advised thO Steamship Company not to grant concession rates. 
With regard to this allegation, the Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler says 
in his communique — ** I explained that the Government had never 
interfered and had no power to interfere and had no wish to interfere, 
toat there had been some misunderstanding of a letter from the agents 
by the local steamer staff.” As I said the other day, mistakes and 
misunderstandings are very vague terms. But we are left as much 
in the dark as- ever. -When the misunderstanding arose out of a letter, 
surely there was a letter and that letter must have been written^ after 
instructions from Government or any of its responsible officials. We 
want to know what that letter was, and what those instructions were, 
so that there may not be any ground for misunderstanding here, in this 
Council, at any rate. 

A responsible .gentleman and a great lover of truth — the Bev. 
C. F. Andrews — ^has publicly stated that the Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler 
had told him that he did not prohibit concession rates but only objected 
to. free passages. This statement has not yet been denied. Hay 
I. tisk, was it any business ' of his or of any other Government member 
6t official to say that the Steamer Company was not to grant free 
passages P 


. MfliBEII in fliMrgtaf political DEPARTMENT (the Hwi’bla 

mr Hfinry W|m^>i May I rise to offer an explanation which might 
-further misunderstanding P. My statement was that free pagan gma 
not be given at, the : cost of Government. There was never any 
Comm«ni<»M te the Steamer Company at any time as to 
as between. them and private parties.. 

IN^ IfMOtM AN OUTTA f I am glad to hear this. Many 
haW beeti made in the Prese which have not he^ 
ae hfSt an I Have heen.able'tb read the eitwiitmp the* 


the atopjoia^ of the ^patriatibn of thb 
li^ayf 19i21. trp 4o that day, things were gii>}n|;. bn 
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smoothly. There was no trouble, no hint of , any trouWo.- 
ingtothe statement of the Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler, Mr. Maopbersim 
of the Indian Tea Association arrived at Chandpur on the 
17th May, and, according to the same statement, since fhe ITth', 6o 
coolies have been despatched from Chandpur at Oovemment expense. 

Sir, I do not know whether these two events have any connection whai- 
ever, but the Rev. C. F. Andrews has publicly charged the Govern' 
ment for having taken the side of “ the vested interests.” !,■ have 
carefully gone through the eighteen voluminous paragraphs of the 
Hon’ble Member’s statement, but I do not find any categorical denial, 
except a general statement of the neutral attitude of the Goverument 
in industrial strikes, of this gxave charge. If there is no vestige of 
truth in it, the Government ought to deny it categorically. We are 
anxious to know if Mr. Macpherson or any one else, either independently 
or on twhnlf of any tea garden or tea association approached any 
Government official not to help the coolies in repatriation and 
whether the attitude of the Government depended on any suggestion 
or request from any vested interest. Then again, we find that 450 
coolies were sent away from Chandpur at Government expense on the 
16th instant. We find it stated that Government received information 
of this only on the 17th and asked the Commissioner not to send any 
more coolies at Government expense. Sir, are we to understand that 
the local officials did not inform the Local Goverument on the 16th by 
telegram that they were sending coolies at Government expense P If 
Government knew of this on the 16th, then why did they permit the 
repatriation on the ITth at Government expense? If they permitted 
repatriation on 17th, why did their attitude change after the 17th P 
Things are shrouded in mystery and questions arise in the minds of all 
thinking men— rquestions which demand an an.swer. Then again, we 
ffiid that Government does not hesitate to repatriate fhose fortunate 
coolies, who had reached such distant places as Naihati and Asansol 
on grounds of public health, but as soon as the case of the Chandpur 
coolies is brought forward, the Government says that it is boupd to 
make a differentiation. Why is this differentiation made? Was, i^>t 
the continued presence of the coolies at Chandpur a source of grave 
danger to the public health at Chandpur P I myself spent thMe .days 
there, before the Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler went. I vbited' . the 
cooliC'Camp— 1 saw the insanitary condition ii^ which they had td. be 
herded in corrugated tin godowns like sardines in a. tin box., ^he 
sight beggared all description. 1 saw the Bishop of .Assain> I,-^W 
" Mr., ahd'MrSi Goring and 1 saw the selfless volun^qn, riakui^ . ■ 

lives am^g the coolies. Anybody who had .Iteen, ,oidiy a .cduj^' 'ra - 
minutes in that camp— a veritable deathtrap— wq^^Mye rffil^^ 
J^liauedinte n^fjsmty of sending the coolies aWay ‘ 

P^nce of the coolies there 

to the pu^^ The local i^ci^ end >V 



wift me denser, was §freat. The Govfjrttment has bdeisi 

ei^mtalaimg^ itaelf that escoellent medical and sahitsry arrangemeilfti 
wsoi^^^iidei imt, may I ask/ Sir, which is the meat urgent medieal 
afithngemeniP Prerention ol disease or treatiueht of disease? If 
disease could be prevented, as it certainly could have been done by 
removing the coolies from Ohandpur, was it not the first duty of the 
Minister in charge of Public Health to insist on prevention of disease 
by removbg congestion? If you allow a large number of people to 
stay in conditions where they are bound to be infected, it is small 
consolation to say that arrangements bad been made to treat them 
when they got the disease. As long* as I was at Ghandpur, I was 
taunted with this remark, you speak of representative Government ; 
you talk of your own representatives in charge of public health and 
in important posts of Government, where is your representative now? 
Is Darjeeling so far away from Ghandpur, or does not the wail of the 
coolies reach the cool heights of the Himalayas, or is the atmosphere 
of Darjeeling still anti-reform?*' What answer could I give? I 
looked at the dying and the suffering coolies and bung down my head 
in shame. Sir, we have come to co-operate with the Government. 1 
ask the Government not to make it difficult or impossible for us to 
co-operate. 

The position at Ghandpur being so 'serious, on what grounds could 
Government differentiate between Ghandpur and Naihati? It cannot 
be on the ground of expense, because, if I am not much mistaken, the 
expense of medical and sanitary arrangements and the cost of sending 
long official telegrams must have been considerable and would prob- 
ably have been sufficient to pay for the passage of most of the coolies. 
If it is not on the score of expense, tt^hat can l)e the real cause? Is 
it because Ghandpur is neltrer to the tea gardens and it would have been 
easier to send these helpless coolies back to their gardens, or is it 
because the public opinion of Ghandpur can be more easily flouted 
than that of Naihati, or is it because of some other subtle reason? 

> These and other pertinent questions have naturally arisen in our 
minds and we are still groping in the dark. These and some other 
Very important questions — series of 22 questions were sent by me for 
reply in this Council, but to my great sorrow and disappointment, the 
questions were rejected on the ground of their excessive length. Of 
Ooiirse, the questions were numerous, they had to be numerous, because 
t|ie Choverpment communiquSs had been* very unsatisfactory, and the 
^andpur affair had been serious enough to demand elucidation, 
il^en afte%'"iny first lebuff, I was audacious enough to put some supple- 
questions but here again I was stopped on the ground that 
t&s ^JBEdn’ble . Member was not to Be cross-examined. 1 do not want 

I have studied the method adopted in the 
and to ioUow the same pmeedure^ in order 
truth. ' Had all my questions been allowed to be 
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answered, tbere would IiAve been no need ;ot aaliEmg lor 
of inqniiy. Only the other day. His Hxcelleaoyr the Qovenet^^^): 
pleased to say that truth and dissemination of Wth werpt thei SMHt .: 
urgent matters needed for the country te*day. Sir> I weldomei l^ ' 
suggestion and, therefore, I demand an inquiry committee to/ftnd oef 
the truth. Truth must be first known, before it can be disseminated.' 

I am not afraid of the truth, and I sincerely trust that nobody, not evw ' 
the Government will shrink from the truth. 

From the question of inquiring into the attitude of the OoTernmeht 
we now come to the serious events that happened at Chandpur oh 
the 19th and 20th. When I think that there were women and children 
among the people who were attacked on that memorable hi^ht,' 
that wounds had been infiicted on the bodies of helpless women and 
children, I confess my heart bleeds and is too full of pain and humilia- 
tion to enable me to give vent to my feeling of righteous indignation. 
The Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler has dealt with the matter in some 
detail, but he has missed so many important points, points that cannot 
bo lightly dismissed, that it is a wonder, he went to Chandpur at 
ail, merely to give us a colourless report which might have been 
Written from the calm atmosphere of Darjeeling. His report, instead 
of satisfying us, has raised many and various important issues, which 
must be answered. As for example, we want to know why the 
coolies, who had been so quiet before, all at once became “ excited 
and noisy ’’ and why they were frightened that they would be sent 
back to their gardens against their wish? We want to know what 
business brought Mr. Maepherson from out of his bed at midnight 
into the receiving fiat at Chandpur on the 19th May; we want to know, 
if he was ^11^ by any of the ofiicials to go there. We want to 
know how it was possible to send back the coolies from the receiving 
flat with the help of the ordinary and armed Police of Chandpur and 
witiiPut the help of the Gurkhas on the night of the 19th. We want 
to know how it can be stated by Sir Henry Wheeler that tiie eOolies 
oould not be removed from the station yard during the daytime of 
«» 20th for want of sufficient men? We want to know, what was the 
number of ordinary and armed Police at Chandpur on the 20th to find 
out why they could not remove the coolies during the daytime? Siir^ 

I have seen the labourers of England, and I con assure you that -if 
anybody had dared to deal with them in the way it was done af. 
C9mfidpmr, a whole army of military Police might have been ousted' 
Three thousand English labourers would have known how to deal 
Mflitary Pdiee, trying to drive them at night in the wawii^ 
eras done. here. Hut here, there were helidees hunha bmags; 
oi iHvdiably mo«*» being wcanmi and elalditm, slmoA hti the^ 

last stag49 .destitution uid misery, who were sd- awwBy.-drtv>4 -i m ’- 
$ir.^Heai^'-.Wheeler said titdl..|h«re 'm 
.^iee Bht, steeping. We want. in know o« 
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tl»t nollioi^ wm deeping. We want ’ to laL. 
flovenuaent liad%)nclu8ive medieal mat, in oj^op ia 
no bayonets might have been need. I do .not like ,to 
tb«>pationoe of the House, by going into all the questions that 
aemiiu^.an authoritative answer. 

S, N. Mullick, has detailed the questions. 

Henry Wheeler has kept strangely silent about 
thOin> W« did not want to hear from him whether it required q 
1^1 mm to hit a oooly on the head (who perchance was sitting or sleep^ 
ihif'). ,,We did not want to. hear a detailed description of Dr. Batra’s 
#“»»#. He does not belong to the department of the Hon’ble Sit 
Henry TS^eeler. Why did Sir Henry Wheeler go out of his way to 
defend him — ^what was the Hon’ble Minister doing? 

It has been said, that an inquiry will be useless now, as the coolies 
have dl gone back to their homes. But I believe that the addresses 
of many nf the wounded coolies have been kept at Chandpur. More- 
over, there is a body of valuable and important evidence at Chandpur 
and elsewhere, which will bo easily available and will certainly justify 
tile appointment of the committee. . 

Last of all, there are the Railway and the steamer strikes, causing 
a grejft deal of inconvenience to the people of East Bengal. Sir, to-day 
is the 46th day of the Railway strike. What has been done to alle- 
viate the sufferings of the people? If I am not much mistaken, the 
Railway Company has part of its dividend guaranteed by Government, 
was it not the duty of Government to find out the causes of the 
strike and bring about a compromise? Only the other day, Messrs. 
Martin and Company’s Strike coujid be compromised by the appoint- 
ment of a conciliation committee. It seems that the public opinion 
of Calcutta is too strong, but Eastern Bengal may suffer all along with- 
out the Government moving a finger in the matter. In answer to a 
question of mine, the Hon’ble Mr. Kerr was pleased to say that 
strikes were caused by persons with deliberate motives and that these 
W*re not. economic strikes, and Government could not intervene. 
When I put in a suKdementary question as to whether Government 
^ held any particular inquiry as to the causes of the strike, he said 
mtno particular inquiry had been held. When I asked if the steikers 
l|f|d 4M^d that the strike was not an economic one, he replied that 
n« such dedaration had been made. Then how can he say definitely 
are: t^.oaws of the stinke? In view of the great divergence of 
a^ut the eanses of the strike, it- is imperative that a com- 
of inquiry^^e^^ 

pis^ge of the Gotvemment demands that such an inquiry 
the truth and the wMe truth may be found 6Uti,l 
tiate<eiinugh to demand edmething more timn a mdra 
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the' Oovernmeat that » committee of om^offieial Bedropetfos and Indftw 
bo immediately ap^intod to inciiune fflto, and' 'TSpol't oh, ■ Ae ■all^t'^d 
serioiia sufferings and grievances of the Asshm coolies at C^an^^^ 
and Ooalundo.*' 

The resolution that stands in my nam^ is practically the as 
those of Babu Surendra Nath Mullick, Babu Tarit Bhusan Boy, Bai 
Badha Charan Pal Bahadur, Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhnri, and Babu 
Indu Bhushan Dutta. Some of them have already quoted chapter and 
verse in support of their resolutions. When it is seen that so many of 
the members of this Council honestly believe there is a strongf case fojf 
a public inquiry it ought to be the bounden duty of the Government to 
accede to their requests. It is said that the incident of the 20th May 
at Chandpur is a cowardly outrage committed at the instance of the 
local officials by the Gurkhas on an unfortunate class of people who, 
deprived of food and shelter and other necessities of life, were there 
more dead than living; a class of people which included women, children 
and the infirm; a class of people ^many of whom were reduced to mere 
skeletons; a class of people many of whom were in the grip of death 
by starvation and disease — ^an outrage alleged to have been comiUitteil 
at dead of night with all lights put out, without sufficient notice or 
sufficient warning — an outrage alleged to have been committed ip the 
immediate presence of the Divisional Commissioner, the District Magis- 
trate and the Subdivisional Officer, all belonging to the heaven-born 
service which goes by the name of the Indian Civil Service and amongst 
whom were included, I am sorry to say, Indians of high rank, status 
and culture. The accounts which have been published in the papers 
and of which there has been so far no contradiction in most important 
particulars are such as would make the dead rise up in their graves. 
The facts that hove not been challenged or contradicted are ; — 

1, Peremptory orders of the executive of Chandpur to the coolies 
to vacate the railway {Hrecincts at midnight. 

. 2. The coolies included women, children and the infirjn (mota,* 
women than men). 

3. Absolute darkness owing to the sudden failure of light. 

4< A general assault on the coolies (which has been given out by^ 
the Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler as nothing but a souffle) iu^ 
which no military police or any one in the Govemitieiii. 
employ was seriously injured but several coolies had 
of. such injuries on their person. 

5. No retaliation on the part of the coolies. . ^ 

Oi^.peoide a light to know whether the oi&siids 
were «tt«jked by theae 
Bui I am. infenaed ibere «t» lote wku. inB, 

Vjv’** ' " ' ■ V'* 
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It is for this reason that we demand, with all the emphasis that we can 
command, the formation of a committee of representatives of rival 
interests which will ihake a sifting inquiry into the affair and, if adii- 
quately proved, apportion guilt to particular individuals for condign 
punishment. * There are still some, in fact many, who have got faith 
in British justice and we, the Councillors of the Legislative Council, 
have practically demonstrated that we are in that category. But let 
us not be finally disillusioned about it. If the Government honestly 
mean to stand for the oppressed, if the Government really want their 
people to depend on their sincerity and good wishes, if the Government 
values justice more than prestige, it is their duty to make a public 
inquiry by persons who are in the confidence of both the Government 
and the people tor their uprightness and honesty, love of justice and 
fair play. One word more. I find some divergence of opinion about 
the inclusion of official members in the committee xiroposed and the 
resolution that stands in my name wants only non-official members in 
the committee as it is my firm conviction that to include officials will 
put those officials themselves into an awkward and unenviable position 
as they will be between Scylla and Charybdis although they may dis- 
charge their duties with the utmost fairness and justice. But if the 
members find it necessary to include officials in the committee to give 
it a thoroughly representative character, I will certainly abide by their 
decision. 

Babu KI8H0RI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: This Council recom- 
mends to the Government that a committee, consisting of officials and 
non-officials, be appointed for a full inquiry into, after examination of 
necessary witnesses, and report u])on, as early as possible, the circum- 
stances in connection with the alleged attack by the Gurkhas on the 
coolies at Ghandpur on the night of the 20th May last, and the subse- 
quent treatment accorded by the officials to the coolies assembled at 
Ghandpur, with further instructions, to ascertain the responsibility for 
the incidents, and to recommend the steps (if any) to he taken for 
punishing the offenders, and for dealing with the question of granting 
facilities for the repatriation of the coolies.” 

I am not going to read any complaint in detail about the whole 
question as to why we demanded an inquiry. The movers of the x>re- 
vious resolutions have said much on the subject and it will ))e no gc od 
repeating the same argument. The most importaiii thing, however 
to which I would draw attention is this: — On the 30th May, Mr. Andrews 
brought very grave and serious charges against Government. I can do 
nojbetter than read it in his own words; — 

My indictment of the Bengal Goremment, in the name of humanity, is this, 
that they have oppressed the poor where pity was needed; they have employed 
violence, where tendemess wafe required, they have brought down their Gurklit 
eoldiera, where human nature iteelf was caOuig nioud for sympathy and compassion^ 
they have forfeited the gcod nflOlf 9f § hvinene €k>vemnient. And what ia an 
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added injury, iwhen this brutal outrage has been committed, they have called in 
their Director of Public Information to justify it to the public through the columtin 
of the daily press. 

It 18 a very grave indictment and we were anxiously awaiting 
the reply to these grave charges. I confess, however. I carefully went 
into the Report of the Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler but I was itot satis- 
fied with his explanation. When I first heard of the brutal assault 
committed uiioii the coolies at dead of night, whether sleeping or awake, 
1 felt ashamed of the conduct of my countryman, Mr. K. C. De. 

The PRESIDENT: I do not think you are entitled to make remarks 
like that. 

Babu KI8H0RI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: I do not wish to make 
any strong remarks. What I was going to say is this that 1 was how- 
ever much relieved when I saw a copy of Mr. De's letter addressed 
to the Government published in the Press in which he requested the 
Government that something should be done for the coolies and his 
request ran as follows : — 

It is needless for me to urge that for the sake of humanity as well ae to protect 
the residents of the places situated on the route of the emigrants from possible 
violence and outbreaks of epidemic diseases, the State should bear the cost of 
repatriation of the destitute emigrants. 

1 request that Government may be pleased to approve and confirm the District 
Magistrate’s action. The actual expense incurred by him will be reported as soon 
as possible. 

Mr. De instituted an inquiry as to the truth or otherwise of their 
helplessness and he deputed the District Magistrate to inquire into the 
circumstances and he was satisfied that they were really helpless and 
destitute and he tried at first to get public help through my friend, 
Mr. Indu Bhushan Dutta, with a fund which was subscribed by the 
public. That was soon exhausted and he, with the Magistrate and the 
Subdivisional Otficer, tried to help the coolies and send them to Goalundo 
at Government expense. That portion of the work was ratified by Gov- 
ernment as will be seen in the report of the Hon'ble Sir Henry Wheeler. 
When that action was justified, I submit there was further justi- 
fication to do something more. There then arose the point of diiGFer- 
ence as to the question of repatriation. As to the feeding of the cooliqs 
and their medical treatment there was no difference and Government 
was prepared to do that. As Sir Henry WTieeler said in his report it 
was the coolies who deserved sympathy from the public and any help 
from the public that could be raised would be spent for a very laudable 
object and to that Government had not the rfighfest objection. So 
we think the repatriation of the coolies by Government should also have 
been taken up when the other things were taken up. But that was not 
done. On the 17th, Mr. Maepherson arrived and from that day repatviar 
tion was stopped by the local authorities. On the 19th, Mr, De 'went 
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there and he 3 uw the conditions for himself and thouf^ht that some* 
thing should be done for the coolies for their accommodation and medi- 
cal and for preventing the spread of epidemic diseases in the 

town. On the 19th also, there was that unfortiuuite incident regard- 
ing the rush to the steamer. On the 20th, the coolies were, told that 
they should not rush to the steamer and attempts \^ere being made to 
help them and they were told that they should leave the place at once. 
And what was done? At dead of night those coolies were aitacked by 
Gurkhas ! If up to the 16th or 17th they could be helped in every 
possible way, how was it that a change came on the 19th ar.d 20th? 
If it was the duty of Government to see that they were properly fed and 
properly treated, I think that something more should have been done 
for their repatriation too. I expected, Sir, that something would be 
contributed by the Ministers and the Kxecniive Councillors and even by 
Government towards helping them in that wav but that was not done. 
We remember that in the beginning of this year when the question of 
the pay of the Ministers was brought before the Council, we were 
assured in this Council Chamber that the Ministers would each spend 
Rs. 16,000 a year in deference to the wishes of tJ*e people. 

The PRESIDENT: I do not think that any question arises about 
the Ministers’ promise. 

BabU KI8HORI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: I am only justifying my 
attack on the Ministers. I say that onr accusation is not against the 
local officials only but against the Governinent as a whole. Govern- 
ment ought to have done something more hut it did not do so. We 
heard from the Hoii’ble Sir Henry Wheeler that it was necessary that 
the coolies should be removed. But as they did not move, some force 
had to he used; but we see, Sir, that it is not the whole truth. Babu 
Akhil Cbandta Dutta, in his letter to the Press, said that he had a talk 
with Mr. De and Mr. De had to admit to him that there was no opposi- 
tion by the coolies either before or after the attack. Babu Akhil Chandra 
Dutta was present though not at the station hut at the town. Mr. 
Andrews went there on the 2 1st. On the 26th the Government cojrimv- 
nique w;is issued and, on the 28th or 29th, the Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler 
went to Chandpur. Though there was public agitation our popular 
Ministers did not think it neces.sary to do anything though we expected 
much from them. We expected that they would personally go there to 
see things for themselves but that was not done. No contribution was 
made by them, though, from the Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler’s rex)ort it 
wJuld be seen that the coolies were suffering very much. But nothing 
was done by our popular Ministers. On the other band, there was a 
brutal assault upon the coolies and, as a consequence, there was hartal 
and strikes. I think that a public inquiry is needed. The report of the. 
Hon’ble Sir Heni'y Wh^el^r is not enough and therefore I think that an 

A 2 
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inquiry should bo held by members of the CouncU. Too much import- 
ance of official prestige is a growing evil in our administration. We were 
assured that in the Reform Government there would be a change and 
that O’Dyerism would be impossible in India. Of course hero it was 
only O’Dyerism in miniature. Again our Ministers did not do any- 
thing — at least in the public mind there is a great doubt whether they 
did anything at all. 

The Hon*ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: I rise to a 
point of explanation, Sir. I challenge this statement which has been 
made by the hon’ble member and which he has been repeating again 
and again, that the Ministers have done nothing. He might to have 
known that as soon as I heard from the Chairman of the Chandpur 
Municipality that there was a chance of the outbreak of cholera, I sent 
out Rs. 6,000 and nine doctors to look after the coolies and yet my hon’blc 
friend says that we did nothing as if by repetition he could convert 
a falsehood into truth. 

Babu KI8H0RI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: Yes, T read in the papers 
that sometliing like that was done, but my contention was that more 
ought to have been done and that a contribution of lls. 5,000 for the 
repatriation of the coolies ought to have been made. I said in the begin- 
ning that something was done for the medical treatment of the coolies 
and I also said that something in the way of repatriation oughi to have 
been done too. That was not done though I must say that it was done 
at the beginning at Government expense but it was not done after- 
wards. Mr. Andrews w^as anxious to get a contribution of Ils. 6,000 
-from Government and I said that our Ministers could at least have con- 
trilmted Tls. 1,000 each but they did not do that. 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: My Wble 
friend has again come back to the charge that we have not paid any- 
thing and that we should have done so. How does he know that We 
did not do anything? T for myself contributed Rs. 1,000 from my pri- 
vate purse towards the help of the coolies. 

Babu KI8HORI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: I did not know it. 

However, our complaint is that an inquiry should be made into the 
whole circumstances and if, as a result of that inquiry, any of&cial is 
found to be at fault, he should be punished; if the local officials were 
guilty they should be punished. If there was any remissness on the 
part of the head of Government some notice ought to be taken of that. 
I Isay- there are things which require some explanation and these 
exidanations ought to be given. A committee would submit a report 
after a thorough inquiry and upon that report if anything is to be done, 
it should be done. 

With these few words, I beg to move my resolution. 
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The PRESIDENT: I understand Babu Indu Bliushan Butin does 
not wish to press his amendment. 

Bsbu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTAs As I have moved my rc^solution 
I do not think it necessary to move my amendment to thi.s lesolulion. 

The following amendment was then, by leave of the President, 
withdrawn : — 

** That for the words ^ officials ^ and * non-officials ’ the following 
be. substituted, viz., ‘ two officials and five non-officials, the non- 
officials being elected by the non-official members of Council.’ ” 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH RAY: Sir, there are seven resolutions 
on tlie Chandpur incident besides the two resolutions which stand in 
my name, viz., about the employment of the Gurkha troops and laying 
on the table of the House all papers in connection with the Chandpur 
incident. So many resolutions on one and the same subject clearly 
show what the feeling of the country is as regaids the Chandpur inci- 
dent. We all feel for these stranded coolies because they are i>oov, 
because they are helpless, because they are ignorant and, may be, 
because they are deluded. We feel for them because the opinion is 
almost unanimous that these poor and helpless men have not received 
proper treatment at the hands of Government. That is, I think, the 
unanimous opinion, at least the opinion of by far the majority of the 
I)eople of this country. But I would ask my friends in this Council 
what useful purix)se would be served by appointing a committee con- 
sisting even of a majority of non-official meml>ers of this Council. We 
havd already two reports — one, a non-official reix)rt of non-official 
gentlemen who examined witnesses on the s^mt at the time of the inci- 
dent and, the other, the official report of the Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler. 
The duty of the Committee would, I dare say, be to examine witnesses. 
Who aitj the princii>al witnesses? They are the coolies — ^for the out- 
side public were not in the Chandpur station on the night of tlui 20th 
when this incident 'is alleged to have taken place. The coolies have 
now almost all gone to their native counti'y. It is useless to go and 
examine the witnesses who have already been examined by the non- 
official committee. We all know that the Gurkhas, were let loose upon 
pf^or, unarmed, helpless people consisting of men, women and (‘hildren 
at dead of night. We all know that the local officials of Chandpur 
wanted to remove these coolies in the football ground in the dead of 
night under the blue canopy of heaven. What, however, will the com- 
mittee do? All that can be done now is to examine some of the officials, 
livery officer is not like General Dyer who will make a clean confession 

his deeds and misdeeds. We have already heard from the Hon’ble 
Sir Henry Wheeler the interpretation put upon the phrase moral 
impression ” by that high local official, the Commissioner of the Chitta- 
gong Division. We have already got the official version of the incident 
in the report of the Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler. So we have got before 
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118 tho oflScial and the non-official version of the incident. What other 
version is needed. The committee, if appointed, will submit their 
report to Government in due course and, from our experience of reports 
ol these committees, we think that! nothinf^ useful 'twill be done or 
will come out of it. We may condemn the action of the local officials 
and even of Goxernment. The public have already formed their opinion 
about the Chandpur incident. You all know what it is. It is there- 
fore that 1 cannot support the resolutions about the appointment of a 
committee because of the utter uselessness of these committees. What 
did we gain even by the Hunter Committee which inqhired about the 
tiallian walla atrocities? We all however want that something 

sliould he done. It is therefore that I siipiiort the lesolution of my 
friend Babu Jatindra Nath Basu that the guilty might be punished and 
there may not he any recurrence of such incidents in iutiive. I v.ant to 
say -here one thing. Tlie resolutions passed at the meetings of the 
Council are generally treated as pious wishes by (knernment. This is 
ihe defect of the present system of Government. This can only be 
remedied by the conferring of full resi>onsible Government to obtain 
which we should try our best. That is the only remedy. 

The PRESIDENT: Before I proceed further, I think it necessary 
to mention a matter to the Council. When Rai Radha Clmraii Pal 
Bahadur was speaking I heard him make some refereni*e to His Excel- 
lency, hut I could not exactly catch his words. 1 therefore asked the 
official reporter to place before me a report of that part of his speech. 
I find there that what he said was this ; — 

His ExooUcncy have thrown oil over troubled waters by words of coinpus- 

sion and sympathy towards tliese pitiable wretches who suffered at the hands of the 
(lurkhas. I regrot that though I say it with the greatest deference — in liis 
seal to uphold the official prestige and position His EKcelLency should have missod 
n golden opportunity. 

I need hardly point out that it is not open to the Council in any way 
to reflect on the conduct of the Governor, and I am extremely sorry that 
the remarks passed unchallenged. 

I would also like to say that these resolutions about the Chandpur 
incident ask for a committee of inquiry and I do not think it is proper 
for-members to assume that they know all the facts and the whole 
truth and treat every other version as untrue. I do not think they are 
entitled to assume that what they believe is the truth and that the ver- 
sion supplied by the other side is not the true version. If this is carried 
to an extreme, I shall have to check such outbursts. 

Babu SMREMDRA NATH MULLICK: May I inquire, Sir, whether 
it is your ruling that we cannot say what we consider to be true or 
otherwise? . 
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Tll0 PRESIDENTS I have already ruled and you cannot question 
my ruling. 

Mfa Di C« CHOSEs I confess I cannot understand the aim and object 
of these resolutions asking for a committee of inquiry regarding the 
coolie trouble at Chandpur. What is it that the Committee are expect- 
ed to do? Is it to bring daylight upon what ha[»ixnieil at Chandpur? 
Well, the broad facts regarding the trouble at Chandpur are well 
known and, so far as I know, there is no mystery about anything that 
happened there. Nor is there a conflict of any importance between the 
official and the popular version of the facts regarding Chandpur. 
Besides the subject has been discussed and re-discussed in the Press 
and on the platform and everything that could be said either on the 
official or the popular *side has been said. And so far as T know, there 
is no demand on the part of any considerable section of the public for an 
investigation into what happened at Chandpur. That being the case, 
do not see what object we shall gain by setting up a committee of 
inquiry now. Sir, as I have said, the facts regarding the trouble at 
Chandpur are fairly well known, though there is a definite cleavage of 
opinion with regard to at least one incident at Chandpur. Sir, the 
popular voice has unanimously condemned, and. I venture to think, 
rightly condemned, the action of Govojnment m employing Qurkha 
soldiers for the purpose of moving the coolies from the station com- 
pound at midnight on the 20th May. Sir, I cannot find any justifica- 
tion for that proceeding. It is admitted in the official commnnigu^, 
that force was used by the Gurkha soldiers in moving the coolies from 
the station compound and injuries were caused to several of the coolies 
in the process of their removal. Now, Sir, the exact nature of the 
injuries is. I am afraid, in dispute though Mr. Andrew.s has stated that 
he did not see any hurt or wound caused by the use of bayonets. How- 
ever, Sir, I do think that the employment of Gurkha soldicis was most 
ill-advised. The coolies were not violent and there was no gro\ind for 
any apprehension that any disorder would break out. Therefore the 
employment of soldiers and the use of force was wliolly uncalled for. 
Npr was there the least justification for choosing the hour of midnight 
for the purpose of moving the coolies from the. station compoumi. Why 
was not the removal of coolies done in daytime? Why were not 
methods of persuasion tried for the purpose of moving the coolies? I 
nm almost certain that, if such methods had been employed, the coolies 
would have responded and moved away from the station compound. 
Surely, it was worth while trying such methods before resorting to force 
at the hour of midnight. Sir, I know that I shall t)e told that it is easy 
enough to be wise after the evept. But I am afraid that is no answer 
to my accusation, for I maintain that in times of trouble and excite- 
ment, not only mischief-makers and sedition-mongers, but also over- 
zealous law and order officers of Qovemnient have tb be cur lied and 
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controlled. I venture to think that Government should acknowledge 
that the employment of Gurkha soldiers at midnight bn the 20th 
May for the purpose of moving the cdolies from the station com- 
pound was a grave error of judgment. Why should a great and 
powerful Government,, such as ours, be afraid of admitting an error? 
What is the good, what is the use of being great and powerful if they 
are so afraid? Shame is not in the confession of a mistake. Shame 
lies only in persistency in wilful wiong-doing. But, Sir, a hundred 
times more heinous than the employment of Gurkha soldiers was the 
action of the local non-co-operators in fomenting hartals and strikes 
of railway and steamer employees and thus causing tihe deatli from 
cholera of many coolies and untold miseries to those that survived. I 
have no hesitation in saying that those who used the poor unfortunate 
coolies as i>awns and tools in a political warfare, committed an outrage 
upon humanity, and I am glad that some of the best minds in the 
Nationalist party have publicly condemned the action of the non-co- 
oiwrators at CLandpur. Sir, I am sure everyone in this House endorses 
that condemnation. Sir, the question regarding the trouble at Chand- 
pur resolves iisejf into this. The facts, at any rate, the broad facts, 
are well known. There is no mystery about them. There is difference 
of opinion, so far as I can see, between the official side on the one hand 
and the popular side on the other regarding, firstly, the employment of 
Gurkha soldiers for moving the coolies from the station compound and, 
secondly, the question of repatriation of coolies at Government expense. 
Now, Sir, with regard to both these matttirs, the Government and the 
public have expressed their views, and nothing can he gained by an 
inquiry of the'kind that has been suggested. But if this House is bent 
ui)ou having an inquiry of some kind or other, then I would suggest 
for its consideration the idea of having a comprehensive inquiry into 
the whole of the coolie episode, beginning from the tea gardens down 
to the villages where the coolies have now gone. Let us find out why 
the coolies left the gardens. Did they leave of their own accord or 
owing to the ill-treatment of the planters, or did they leave at the insti- 
gation of non-co-operators ? Then it is worth while finding out whether, 
in case the coolies had left the gardens at the instigation of the non- 
co-operators, the latter had made any arrangements foi enabling *the 
coolies to return to their homes. Further it is worth inquiring into 
the effect, the net result of the strike of railway and steamer employees. 
Also it would he useful to know exactly the fate of the coolies now in 
their villages. These are matters upon which definite information 
would he exceedingly useful, and if the Government would see their 
w'ay to institute a comprehensive inquiry of the kind that I have 
indicated, they would render a great public service. 

Rli RADHA CHARAN PAL Bfthadllrs I wish to make one i>er- 
sonal explanation after what has fallen from the President. It was not 
my intentSon — in fact it was farthest from my mind— to make any 
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reflection on His Excellency the Governor. What I stated was merely 
a matter of comment and expression of a wish and nothing else. 

IftTa Ra Ma WAT80N-8M YTH a On behalf of the Bengal Chamber 
of Commerce I must oppose this resolution. 

I first of all wish to say definitely that, in niy opinion, end in the 
opinion of those whom I represent, the action taken by Government in 
refusing to repatriate these coolies at public expense was the correct 
action to take, and was, in fact, the only action which a responsible 
Government could have taken. Ijooking at the matter entirely on 
general grounds, I am of opinion that had Governinent acceded to the 
demand, it would have created an intolerable precedent. The idea that 
political agitators can persuade men to break their contracts, and hav- 
ing marched them down to the nearest railway station, that demand 
that Government will then convey them to their homes at public expense, 
is preposterous. 

It is no province of mine to enter into any discussion as to the rights 
or wrongs of what happened at Chandpiir in the month of May last. 
1 oppose the appointment of a committee of inquiry on three grounds. 

The first ground is that there is nothing now to inquire about. To 
any intelligent reader the facts are fairly w^ell known. They may per- 
haps have been somewhat minimized on the one side, and they certainly 
were most distorted and camouflaged by falsehood and invention on the 
other side, but, as I said, the intelligent reader has by now got the 
facts, and whether he agrees or not with what was done, uhether he 
thinks that the action of the officials was necessary or unnecessary, he 
knows practically exactly what did hap^ren, and no committee of inquiry 
can tell him any more than that. 

My second ground for opposing the resolution is that no committee 
now appointed can carry out their work satisfactorily. The men who 
could give first-hand information, viz., the coolies themselves, are 
scattered all over India, from the north to the south, and it would be 
impossible to get hold of them. There remains only the men who were 
on the spot to he examined, and you cannot very well call any of them 
independent witnesses. Further than that the Government officials on 
the one side, and the representatives of non-co-operation on the other, 
have already issued their versions to the world, not once, but several 
times, and it is no good sending a committee to examine them. As I 
understand it, the whole trouble turns on the orders to clear the rail- 
way enclosures of these coolies in the middle of the night, which orders 
were carried out by military police. Whether these orders were neces- 
sary or not, whether the time chosen to carry out these orders was 
o|>portune or not, and whether the physical force employed by these 
imlice was more than necessary, is not a matter with which I propose to 
deal. But after all not very great harm was done: no life was lost: 
a few cuts and bruits were exhibited, which may or may not have Wen 
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caused in the struggle, but all that jxiles into insignificance when we 
think that all the friendly efforts of both Indians and Europeans to get 
these men awa> quietly to their homes, were stopped by the steamer 
companies' employees being called out on strike by political leaders, 
thereby directly causing the death of several hundred coolies by cholera 
and other disease. 

The Ijist reason on whicli I oppose this resolution is that a com- 
mittee will not do any good: whatever has happened has happened, and 
we all have our own opinions regarding it. But no (omniittee of inquiry 
Cun undo the past, nor is there anything fresh to be brought to light, 
as nothing has been hidden by Government, or by any one else. But 
such a committee may do a great deal of harm, and it certainly tends to 
keep this unfortunate incident prominently before the public, and to 
c!ontinue a controversy on which we are never likely to agree, and which 
in the heat of argument is likely to cause much ill-feeling and anarchy 
in Chittagong. I therefore proiwse to vote against this resolution, and 
1 trust that it will not he pressed, and if it is pressed to a division, that 
it will he defeated. 

Mauivi A. K. FAZL-UL-HAQ: I am not ashamed to confess that I 
feel somewhat diffident in rising to speak on this resolution. My friend 
Babu Surendra Nath Mullick, has made an earnest appeal to us to sup- 
port his resolution for a committee of inquiry. An appeal like that 
coming from a patriotic heart is certainly very touching, but I would 
ask him to reineinher that there are in this House members who are not 
in a position to see eye to eye with him in this particular matter. So 
far as this request for a committee of inquiry is concerned, I will say 
at once that having given this matter my most earnest consideration, I 
think this House ought not to agree to the acceptance of such a resolution. 
My reasons are practically what have been set forth by some of the pre- 
vious speakers. T may, however, add one or two reasons of my own, 
and I would ask my friend, Babu Surendra Nath Mullick, to consider 
wdiether he would really be serving the public interest which he has so 
much at heart in pressing his resolution for a committee of inquiry. 
We all know that these committees, after they have finished their 
labours, send up a report which very generally does not meet with what 
is called imblitr approval. The personnel of the committee is objected 
to, the procedure that is adopted by the committee is objected to, the 
conclusions arrived at hy the committee, however earnest, however 
fair, however impartial, how'ever supported by reasons, fail to carry con- 
viction with what we call the public at large, unless they are of a parti- 
cular type and of a particular character. Let us remember the fate ot 
the recommendations of that historical committee, the Hunter Com- 
mittee. That committee was appointed by Government in pursuance of 
a resolution passed at the Imperial Legislative Council, and what was 
the result of that committee? The committee had not had its sittings* 
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for more tlian a few days when it was decided by a resolution of the 
National Congress that they would have nothing to do with the com- 
mittee. I know something of the facts and I can say this much with- 
out breach of confidence that the feeling against that committee was so 
very strong that the members of the Congress Committee were given 
definite instructions not to examine persons who had given their evi- 
dence before the Hunter Committee. Now if an attitude like that is 
taken up by the people at large, is it possible for any committee, con- 
stituted by any careful selei^tion, to can*y on an investigation which wdll 
result in anything like success? Then, coming nearer home and to 
more recent events, wdiat has been the fate of what is called the Com- 
mittee of Inquiry into the Kalighat Tragedy? The Committee has sub- 
mitted the report and I have seen in the papers nothing but deiiounee- 
ments. 


Babu SUREN DR A NATH MULLICK* There w^as no committee in 
this matter. A judicial inquiry was only held. 

Mauivi A. K. FAZL-UL-HAQ: I take it, Sir, that it was a sort of 
committee, just as there has been a committee over the incident at (^hand- 
I)ur, which has gone into this question. ,Now the position seems to he 
this. There has been a non-offieial comini ttt^e in connection with the 
Chandpur incident: they have examined witnesses and Sir Henry 
Wheeler went there and also examined certain witnesses. We have 
got the case for prosecution; we have got the case for defence. The 
whole matter is before the public, the press, and the inemhei’s of this 
Council who have gone carefully into the matter and they are in a posi- 
tion to pronounce judgement. It is perfectly open to us to denounce 
or to condemn the action of Government if evidence justifies it. But 
w'hat I tespectfully lieg to submit is that no useful pnrixise will be 
served by wasting time by going into it over and over again in order to 
ascertain facts about which there is no doubt. For these very simple 
reasons I oppose the appointment of a committee. 

The Hon’ble Sir HENRY WHEELER; The several resolutions which 
have just been moved fall into two categories. The majority, though 
differing from each other in points of detail, in the main request that an 
inquiry should be held, w^ile the minority of one, is in a form which, 
as I understand it, merely wishes to place on record the views of those 
who hold that the official action taken in connection with the Chandpur 
incident was open in some respects to blame. .1 will refer to that resolu- 
.tion^later, but will deal first with thct more numerous resolutions which 
ask for a committee of inquiry. 

There is one point about them, and about remarks which we have 
beard in Council to-day, to which I would invite the attention of the 
Council. Running through these resolutions and the speeches of those 
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who have moved them and others, we have a constant recurrence of 
such words and epithets a» alleged oppression/’ violence and out- 
rage/’ “ conduct which requires to he punished/’ ** alleged serious 
sufferings and grievances,” ” brutality,” “cruelty” and “want of 
humanity.” All these words have occurred frequently this afternoon. 
And do they not indicate that these resolutions, though in the guise of 
a request for an inquiry, really seek to justify through the medium of a 
committee conclusions which some members — some of whom may be 
put on the committee — have already formed? It is not a request so 
much for an inquiry as a request for condemnation. 

Now, Sir, in order to fully understand this incident and to appreci- 
ate how it is that we have had some of the speeches to which we have 
listened this afternoon, it is necesvsary to study with some care the 
efforts which were made at the very outspt in a certain section of the 
press, and in a certain section of the public, to create in this connection 
an atmosphere of suspicion electrical with the wildest allegations of the 
acts which were supposed to have taken place. That I can prove, and 
1 propose to prove, by a few representative quotations showing the tactics 
which were adopted at the very beginning, while these tactics have been 
so far successful that a common idea prevails — and it has been reflected 
in the debate this afternoon— that some awful mystery exists as regards 
this Chandpur incident, and that some appalling outrages and ghastly 
cruelties were perpetrated, which the Government, for motives best 
known to themselves, are now seeking to conceal. Let us see how 
this impression was created, remembering that the dates of the occurrence 
were the 19th, and 20th May. We find in the Servant of the 2l8t May ; 

It is reported that some coolies in their attempt to board the steamer after the 
gangway had been removed fell into the river. 


The Amrita Bazar Patriha (our own correspondent) of the 23rd May 
had the following: — 

Mr. Macpherson it is reported, went so far as to kick some of the coolies over- 


The local leader of Chandpur, Babu Hardyal Nag, in a letter of the 
29th May to the same paper (7th June), repeated the rumour that some 
of the cwlies were thrown overboard and drowned. I sm him on tbe 
Slat, and asked bira if be had any evidence of coolies beihg drowned or 
kiUed. He said “No.- I asked bim-“ Why, then, were' such 


reports communicated to the papers,” and the 
merely said it was rumoured.” 


only reply was—” I 


On the 2l8t May we have the distinct statement of Babu Haidyal 
Nag that ” the leaders ascertained the fact by dear, and uumpeadtaUe 
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evidence that the Gurkhas were ordered to beat the helpless and sleep- 
ing coolies. A most inhuman and merciless beating followed.” The 
same gentleman, on the same day, writes in the Amrita Bazar 
Patrika : — 

It is difficult to count and examine all the wounds. Approximately the number 
is one hundred. Many wounds are bayonet thrusts. Cases of fracture of bones, 
and lacerated wounds are also considerable. There are certain cases of broken limbs 
and contused wounds are numerous. The assault was perfectly unprovoked. 

. . .The coolies say some of their young ones are missing. . . .Dyerism is 
visible all round. 

” On the 23rd, we have the Chittagong Bar Association chipping in 
with a condemnation of the ” most inhuman and dastardly midnight 
attack on half-starved sleeping coolies ... an act of monstrous 
barbarity.” 

The Amrita Bazar Patrika (our own correspondent) on the 23rd 
May gives out — 

Then followed an incident which in brutality and cruelty may only be eclipsed 
by the Jallianwalla Bagh tragedy. 

On the 26th May the Amrita Bazar Patrika had the following quota- 
tion from the Herald correspondent: — 

Our reporter found a cooly woman crying and asked her its cause. She said 
that when they were being driven away at night a Gurkha snatched her child from 
her arms and throw it into the river. 

On the Slst, the correspondent of the Amrita Bazar Patrika writes 
from Chittagong: — 

Strong rumour gained currency that Babu Cham Gopal Ghose, chief tranship- 
ment clerk at Chandpur, had been shot dead. At first the railway authorities offered 
to give facilities for travelling by special train to Chandpur to ascertain facts, but 
the offer was withdrawn immediately. This action of the railway authorities 
strengthened the public misgivings as to Charu Babu’s fate. 

Then on the 25th, we have a bright article in the Servant entitled 
” Dyer and De,” while bn the 30th the same paper circulated a rumour 
that Abdul Majid, serang, had been kept under confinement and sent 
away. We have made some inquiries about this man and, so far as we 
can find out, he is on a visit to his friends. 

Tha Servant on the 31st reported a speaker as saying in a meeting 
at Wellington Square that ” Gurkhas marched over sleeping 
coolies,” while in the same issue it was reported as an item of news that 
” Babies have been kicked to death in the course of the Gurkha assault 
on sleeping coolies at Chandpur.” 

The papers nearest to. the spot carried on the same campaign. I 
will read an ''extract from the Tippera Ilitaishi of the 25tli May — 

« When on Thursday ni^t, as on other nights, the coolies attempted to board the 
steamer, obstructions were put in their way. Then a great row occurred on the gang- 
way, As a result some of the coolies fell down into the river. Some people say 
that they were kicked into the river. It is stated that some coolies were killed thus. 
The reserved police which left from this place were, it is said, ordered to fife, but 
they are said to have refused to <^n fire. 
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While passing on to the incident of the 20th May, the same paper 
says — 

Fourteen or fifteen coolies were said to be missing their children. Many people 
feared that as a result of the outrage, their children have been killed, and in order 
that the outrage might not be proved, they have been thrown into the river. One 
does not easily feel inclined to believe in such cruel and demoniac affair as of child- 
ren having been snatched away from the laps of their mothers and thrown into the 
river. But everybody is talking of it. A 60-year old women was so struck on the 
head that her skull broke and was driven inside. . . A 10 or 12-year old girl has 

had her eye so perced by a bayonet that as a result of the blow it passed through the 
skull and came out on the other side. 

The Noakhali Saminilani of the 30th May was responsible for the 
statement — 

Nobody says that the coolies were shot. The report is that the unfortunate 
people were killed by thrust of the bayonet. The Magistrate has not said a word 
about this, and it may be inferred from this that he has suppressed its truth. 

Now Sir, I give these as typical instances (their number could 
easily be multiplied) substantiating my contention that in this matter 
there has been from the outset a deliberate attempt to convert what 
after all was an incident of minor disorder at an up-country station 
into a political weapon of far-reaching range. No effort has been 
omitted, maliciously and deliberately, to distort the incident and to 
calumniate the officers of Government. 

What in fact actually occurred? Wo have a small up-country 
station at which, for reasons for which no officer of this Government 
was in any way responsible, an unusual inilnx of coolies from Assam 
occurred. They congregated at the station; cholera broke out 
amongst them; and they had no means of their own of getting awa 5 ^ 
On the night of the I9th May, they attemx>ted to rush the boats and 
successfully did so. While attempts were being made to put a stop 
to the disorder, the subdivisional officer was nearly assaulted and had 
to take refuge on the flat, drawing up the gangway in order to keep 
off the mob. On the next evening we have the same coolies congre- 
gated at the station, with more cases of cholera among them, and the 
authorities, finding themselves ^powerless to move them, with the men 
at their disposal, sent for reinforcements. The reinforcements arrived, 
and taking at most 20 men out of the 50, who had come by the 
steamer, the authorities proceeded to move the coolies out of the station 
premises. The majority of the coolies — about 3,000 — went away 
of their own accord, but some refused to leave and force had to be used 
to tliem. A small number — sixteen — were produced belore me with 
marks of injuries upon them 10 days later. Taking the best evidence 
we can get from Chandpur, the statement of the other side did not 
show more than 26 cases suffering from injuries of a moderate des- 
scription. 

That is, Sir, what actually occurreH, and it is on this that a super- 
structure of scandalous libel has been erected, cnlminating in the 



CHANDPUE INQUIRT. 


419 


1921.] 

requests this afternoon that an elaborate inquiry should be held, to 
judge between* Government and its accusei*s. It will doubtless be 
asked what is the evidence on which I base my contentions. I will 
mention the main points. In the first place we have the evidence of 
Mr. De, Mr. Wares, Mr. Sinha, Captain Shephard and Mr. Purcell, 
to say nothing of others. If there is any truth in these exaggerated 
statements that have been put up, some of which have been echoed 
this afternoon, the only conclusion is that these five gentlemen have 
deliberately lied. There is no other conclusion possible. I have here 
the statements of these five gentlemen, and I had anticipated that one 
of the requests put forward would be for their publication — a request 
which I will he quite prepared to comply vrith if it comes from any 
quarter. 

Secondly, the cardinal point which can be verified is the matter of 
wounds. When I was down there, I asked to see these wounded people. 
I saw 16 only, and as I have already said, the charges of drowning and 
killing were specifically withdrawn. I asked where were the broken 
limbs, and they replied that they must ask the doctors. I asked 
whether the doctors had any one then in their charge suffering from 
broken limbs, and I was told — No.’’ That was 10 days .after this 
alleged occurrence, and I submit to any unprejudiced man that these 
facts are sufficient* proof that serious injuries amounting to broken limbs 
never occurred. 

Then as regards the constantly reiterated charge of the use of 
bayonets. An interesting point, which I mentioned in iny report, is 
that those who made that charge, in their anxiety to substantiate the 
details, mixed up the bayonets of the ordinary armed police with those 
of the military police, and specified a type of bayonet to which they 
were most accustomed, but which in fact was nothing resembling the 
bayonet carried by the military police. It is well known that 
Mr. Andrews has admitted that at any rate he saw no bayonet wounds 
— in itself, I think, sufficient evidence that no bayonet was used. The 
two or three wounds which were shown to me and alleged to have been 
inflicted by bayonets could not possibly, to my mind, have been so 
inflicted. That was also the opinion of Dr. Batra who was with me. 
That being so, are we not justified in contending that the charge which 
has been put forward by the other side is absolutely unreliable, 
while on our side, we have witnesses of repute who have been corro- 
borated in the one main particular in which corroboration is possible. 

Apart, from that, what evidence is to be produced in a freA inquiry — 
a point which has already been dealt with by Mr. Watson-Smyth? 
Into the conditions in Assam we cannot go, although the various 
allegations as to incidents there have largely coloured the "views taken 
by different people. As regards officials, as I have said, I have 
examined them and am quite prepared to produce their evidence. The 
coolies are scattered and are no longer to be found, and all thfft remains 
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is such tainted evidence aa is produceable from the town of ChandpW. 
I say tainted ” deliberately on the basis of these newspaper accottiits 
and statements of which I have quoted extracts, many of them havihg 
emanated from Babu Hardyal Nag who, before me, when asked about 
the curious permit system which he had initiated, said ** I am the sole 
leader and I take the whole responsibility/' If Babu Hardyal Nag 
is the sole leader in Chandpur, and we have had examples of the kind 
of thing which Babu Hardyal Nag is prepared to say, what kind of 
evidence are we likely to get from the town of Chandpur? 

As various points of detail have been raised by speakers this after- 
noon, and as it has been alleged that these x)oints have not been 
covered by my report, I will very briefly refer to the more important 
of them. 

The point has been raised why were the Gurkhas ever brought to 
Chandpur at all? Why was not Mr. He content with the local police? 
And it is alleged that it has not been stated what strength of the 
latter he had at his disposal. As a matter of fact, before the military 
police came from Dacca, Mr, He had 70 police at Chandpur, of whom 
22 were armed, and 1 put it to the Council that a force of that magnitude 
is not sufflcient to cope with a crowd of 8,000 coolies who had 
shown by their conduct on the 19th that they were liable to mob sugges- 
tion culminating in riotous behaviour. It was on that account that 
Mr, He asked for reinforcements and 50 men of the military police 
were sent from Dacca. 

The next point raised is as to the use of bayonets. With that I 
have already dealt. Another is the mystery with which Babu Surendra 
Nath Mullick has tried to surround the alleged putting out of the 
lights in the station at the time of the occurrence, his inference beihg 
that the lights were deliberately put out by the order of the Govern- 
ment officers. What Mr. De said before me was that about this 
time the electric lights suddenly went out and flared up again and 
went on intermittently. I thought that the townspeople might hav^ 
interfered with them and so asked Mr. Sinha to mount a sentry to 
guard the plant." Mr. De, in conversation with me, described tho 
electric lights as jumping up and down, as everyone must have seen 
electric lights occasionally do, and as the station master said these lights 
not infrequently did. If the insinuation is correct, that this was 
due to the action of the Government officers, I say that Mr. De, 
Mr. Sinha and Mr. Wares have told culpable and disgraceful lies. 

Another point raised, and I am not sorry to have to refer to it, 
is the mi^tatement that Government ordered the steamer companies 
to stop all concessions. We have been asked by Babu Indu Bhushan 
Dutta to produce the letter in which, he thinks, a matter of this kind 
must necessarily have been dealt with. As a fact the instructions 
were not conveyed by letter but verbally by Mr, Donald. As is known, 
Messrs, ^nha and Wares commenced by sending oil three latches 
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of ^coolies, partly at private and partly at Government expense, and 
tfaiey also entered into a formal a^eement with the steamer companies 
that they would take 400 tickets a day. When we decided that it 
was not justifiable to repatriate these coolies at the cost of Govern- 
ment, Mr. Donald communicated that decision to the steamer com- 
panies, saying that concessions of free passages and special boats 
should not be given on the requisition of Government officers. The 
order went down to Chandpur to the local steamer agent, Mr. Rope, in 
a form which he admittedly misunderstood, and he gave Mr. Andrews 
to understand that it was the order of Government that no concession 
was to be given to anybody. When Mr. Andrews came to Darjeeling, 
I showed him all the papers and explained the circumstances to him. 
In fact he was actually sitting in my room when Mr. Donald’s wire 
came from Calcutta. Mr. Andrews then expressed himself satisfied that 
there had been a misunderstanding and repeated that statement later 
in a public meeting. 

Another point to which reference has been made this afternoon, 
and also in sections of the press, is the stale of the ground to which 
it was sought to take the coolies. It has been represented to have 
been a water-logged area, and it has been cited as another instance of 
our inhumanity that the coolies should have been sent there. 

What are the facts? I will read a letter from Babu Hardyal Nag 
who said — 

Mr. De arrived here on the morning of the 19th May. The matter was discussed 
between me and the Commissioner. He asked me to bring the coolies to the town, 
but I told him this could not be done without consulting the town leaders, and 
accordingly an informal conference was held at the subdi visional officer’s bungalow in 
which it was settled the Commissioner would provide accommodation for the coolies 
somewhere outside the town, and tlio local leaders w'ould feed the coolies as long as 
they would be here. 

Mr. Purcell, on the same incident, states: — 

The Commissioner decided to send for Hardyal Nag and wo saw him in the sub- 
divisional officer’s house about 9 a.m. I was present. Mr. De suggested that the 
coolies be housed in the two empty schools in the town and he would arrange sanitary 
arrangements and water. Hardyal said he could not decide himself but must consult 
his friends, and another meeting was fixed for 10-30 or 11. I was not present then. 

returned to the subdivisional officer’s bungalow about 1 p.m, and asked the Com- 
missioner the result of the meeting. He said it has been decided to encamp the 
coolies on the football ground and I had been asked to wire to the Agent for per- 
mission. 

Wbat does Mr. De say : — 

I saw the station was very insanitary and cholera had broken out, and spreading 
to the railway staff and was bound to spread to the town. Therefore I suggested 
moying the coolies into a camp. I suggested the Hussein AH Jubilee school as being 
suitable at one end of the town. Akhil Babu came. All the local people objected, to 
bringing the coolies into the town and suggested the football ground. I telegraphed 
to ^e Agent asldng his permission, and in the course of the day he agreed. In the 
course of the ffiscussion the local people said several times that it would be very 
difficult to move the cooliee, who would not leave the station for fear they would be 
e^t back to the gardens. 
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Therefore there is the evidence of three witnesses, one including 
the redoubtable Babu Hardyal Nag, which shows conclusively that the 
objection to the coolies being taken into the town came from " the 
townspeople, and that it was in agreement with them that the football 
field was selected* as a suitable place. That evidence has also an 
interesting bearing on the insinuation, which we have heard several 
times this afternoon, that everything might have been well if only 
the townspeople had been asked to bring persuasion to bear upon the 
coolies. But here we have the townspeople admitting their difficulty 
in moving the coolies. It also has a bearing on the question that 
has been asked, “ Were the coolies ever told where to go?'' I say 
that it is evident that for two or three days preceding the actual 
incident there was nothing else talked about in Chandpur except where 
these coolies should go and how best they could do so. 

The only other point to which I would allude in this connection 
is the question that' has been asked, Why did I bring into my report 
all the minor details about the quarrel with Dr. Batra?" I brought 
them into my report because the> were small details, and I should 
have brought them in all the more had they been smaller still. I 
thought it desirable, eminently desirable, that the public should be 
aware of the attitude adopted by these so-called local leaders, and how 
for the sake of personal jealousy and pride they were sacrificing the 
welfare of the coolies which they said they had so much at heart. 

Well, Sir, I have now dealt as far as possible with the main facts 
and incidents of which mention has been made this afternoon, and I 
submit to the Council that this request for an inquiry is unjustifiable 
and unsustainable. It is not a case of our shrinking from the possible 
results of inquiry. We say that the facts have been fairly and 
squarely placed before the public, and we say that this request for an 
inquiry, whatever be the motives and intentions underlying it, can 
only result in exposing our officers to libellous attacks from the very 
persons whose actions have led to the disturbances on the 20th May. 
I ask the Council to try to picture what the present state of affairs in 
Chittagong is. At present there is serious disorder in parts of the 
Chittagong Division. We have there a small body of men doing their 
best to check it and to restore decent administration. Is the r&ult 
of their efforts to be that they are the party which is to be put 6il 
their trial merely as the outcome of this incessant stream of libellous 
exaggeration which has been poured out by those who are responsible 
for these events? 

There remains the resolution of Mr. Jatindra Nath Basu which, 
as I understand it, drops the question of inquiry, and so far I am 
glad to see Ihat it is supported by several speakers this aftei!iiooi;i. 
It concentrates on opinions which we all of course are entitled to h^d, 
and it would indeed be a wonderful thing if the membera of ^ 
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Coimcil here to*day had not formed fairly decided opinions one way or 
the other. 

The PRESIDENTS Your time is up. But I think that you may go 
on as the matter under discussion is an important one. I give you 
fifteen minutes more. 


The Hon’ble Sir HENRY WHEELER; The incident itself naturaUy 
evokes the sympathy and pity of everyone. Given the picture of these 
unfortunate coolies stranded, and undergoing all these hardships and 
misfortunes, with the fell disease of cholera among them, naturally 
the sympathies of all are with them, and as I have maintained before, 
under the subtle influence of this campaign of misrepresentation, it 
was not unnatural that many people thought that the fault lay with 
Government and that things might have been done otherwise. On such 
questions there will always be differences of opinion, and not altogether 
illegitimate differences of opinion. Although I should like to 
feel that I could convince Babu Jatindra Nath Basu that his view of 
the facts is incorrect, yet I recognise at the same time that he has 
placed his view before us in a temperate and moderate speech, and I 
will therefore allude only to two fundamental matters of opinion which 
have attracted a considerable amount of attention. 

The first is this: “ Why did Government refuse to repatriate these 
coolies?*' We have done our best to explain our position in our 
coTnmuniqui. In our view it was impossible for us to intervene in 
this labour dispute in a manner which would have constituted direct 
intervention on one side. The difficulty that has arisen in Chandpur 
is one which might easily arise elsewhere. There are many other 
parts of the province in which labour is employed that comes from 
outside. We know that nowadays disputes between employers and 
employed spring up with lightning rapidity. Is it to be the jwsition 
of Government that if the employees in such cases proceed to the 
nearest railway station and say “ Here we remain until we are taken 
home at public expense," that it should forthwith comply with the 
request. We consider that it would be imix>ssible for us to assume 
that responsibility and that it would be grossly unfair to our succes- 
sors if we did sa. We were therefore content to do all that we thought 
justifiable in the name of humanity and public health. We took 
medical precautions, and these precautions (I say this especially in 
view of constant misrepresentations) were not taken by me but by the 
Hon’ble Sir Surendra Nath Banerjea. The arrangements were made 
by him and all that could be done was done. In so far as that help 
was not fully utilised, it was solely due to the attitude of the non- 
co-operators in Chandpur. 

Another point about which much has been said, and it is the only 
other to which I will allude, is one which, I know, has troubled the 
minds of various members of this Council, and that is " Why was 

B 2 



424 


CHANDPUE INQTJIEY. 


[8th July 


action taken at night?” I have also explained that in my report. I 
submit that there were reasonable grounds for the view taken by the 
local officers. They had had a serious disturbance the night before. 
There were serious inconveniences to passengers who were entitled to 
use the station at night. On that very night the passengers could only 
get to the trains by passing between lines of police. They had cholera 
springing up all round. They had the definite opinion of medical 
officers that it was necessary that the coolies should be removed from 
the station, and they feared tlie repetition on the 20th of the incidents 
of the 19th. It was on these grounds, Sir, that they decided, rather 
than to wait until the morning, to take action at once. Although I 
recognise that it is always possible to say afterwards that it would 
have been better to have waited till the next day, yet I submit to the 
Council, that on the merits of the case, the other view was not an 
unreasonable one. 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH MULLICK: I rise to a point of order. 
The Hon’ble Member must not assume that Mr. De's view is a correct 
one. 

The PRESIDENT: As the Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler knows most 
of the facts, he is right in assuming it. 

The Hon’ble Sir HENRY WHEELER: I am afraid I do not appre- 
ciate the relevancy of the interruption. I put it to the Council that 
so far as is practically possible at this stage and date, the facts of 
this incident have been fairly and frankly laid before the public, and 
in so far as the request for an inq^iir^ is concerned, there is no ground 
for it. Further as regards the conduct of the officers concerned, I 
put it to the Council that it has been explained and reasons for it given. 
While it is too much to expect that, after what has happened in^ 
connection with this incident, opinion will be unanimous as to the 
action of the local officers, yet I submit that it has been straight- 
forward, frank and reasonable, and based solely on their duty, as they 
saw it, of maintaining decent administration and order in the town 
of Chandpur. 

Mr. A. D. GORDON:! must oppose the resolutions which are 
before the House that a committee should be appointed to inquire into 
the recent unfortunate occurrence at the Chandpur railway station in 
connection with the tea garden labourers, who were induced to leave 
their employmisit by political agitators. 

We are indebted to tlie Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler for the full 
report which has been published in the press on the circumstances con* 
itected with the affair, and in my opinion there is no reason or i^ecessity 
for any further inquiry into the matter. I regret that Sir Henry Wheeler 
has h<Mn accused of being prejudiced, but nothing has been submitted 
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to substantiate that. The Hou'ble Member has dealt very thoroughly 
with the ejectment of the coolies from the railway station and, on care- 
ful perusal, his report clearly shows that far from any violence, the 
minimum force was used in moving the coolies. Cholera had broken 
out among them, and it was absolutely necessary in their own interests 
that they should be removed from the railway station to more suitable 
accommodation, and considering how the coolies, who had walked many 
miles, were deceived by the non-co-operation agitators, having been 
told that steamers and trains would be waiting at Ohandpiir to take 
them to their homes, one can easily imagine how reluctant they would 
be to leave the railway station, and what a difficult pjoposiiion was 
before the officials to effect their transfer. In the circumstances, 1 am 
of opinion that the officials and the police worked with wonderful tact. 

Sir, if immMiate steps are not taken to prevent political agitators 
interfering with labour, I am afraid there will be a repetition of the 
unfortunate events which occurred at Chandpur, and if the resolutions 
before the House are accepted, a very dangerous piecedent will be 
created. As I have already stated, it is evident from Sir Henry Wheeler's 
report that no violence was used at Chandpur, and it is obvious a com- 
mittee cannot be appointed to inquire into every instance where Gov- 
ernment or the police may have to take action in the public interest. 

If a resolution had been before the House to appoint a committee to 
inqxiire as to what steps can be taken to protect labour against political 
agitators, I am convinced it would have been welcomed by the Council, 
but a committee of inquiry, such as is now suggestc'd, is Tieither neces- 
sary nor can it serve any useful puiqwse, and I therefore trust the 
resolutions will be rejected. 


Rfi JOCENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur: Many of my col- 
leagues have to-day pressed us that we should appoint a committee of 
inquiry. I do wish very much that I could support them. I am satis- 
fied neither with the official report nor with the non-official report. The 
main facts are however very clear. I shall speak of them shortly after. 

In the meantime I must say that, however much I may desire to 
support my friends for an inquiry, having regard to the present state 
of things in my country 1 will not, I cannot, in any conscience put up 
with this state of turmoil and unrest for any length of time. This tur- 
moil and strife continue rampant in all the countries of the world just 
now. India is no exception. The people of this country have suffered 
a great deal from strikes, political agitation, depreciation;; of the rupee 
and^bigb prices. I, for my part, shall be no party to the continuance 
of this spirit of unrest that is upon the face of the land. I know very 
well that the political agitation of Mahatma Gandhi and other 
patriotic gentlemen will lead us to further political rights in the near< 
future ; but I cannot agree with all their methods. I cannot agree with 
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their policy of passive resistance, or with their doctorine of charias as 
the best means of attaining salvation. There is a very strenuous fight 
before us. The first is the industrial fight; we have to compete with 
the European Industrialists in their own methods. 'We must appre- 
ciate the fact that we are unable to defend ourselves against invaders, 
that there is a section of a community amongst ourselves who would 
like very much to impose their rule and religion upon us. I shall never 
for a moment agree that this spirit of unrest and continuous strife and 
irritation should remain in the land. I desire to work in peace for the 
fialvation of my country, and we require peace to work it out, and we 
shall work it out in Pax Britannica. 

This committee of inquiry will last, if appointed, for at least six 
Uionths. It is possible that the non-co-operators, as at Amritsar, will 
refuse to give any evidence before it. It is possible they will appoint 
a committee of their own consisting of leading Cojigiessmen from all 
parts of the country to visit Chandpur and receive evidence. This will 
. lead to a state of great agitation and unrest. It is well known to every 
one of us that these strikes have been the cause of acute suffering on 
the part of the people of Bengal and we do not wish them to suffer any 
more. Our sufferings have been too great already. But saying all 
these I cannot ignore the fact that there has b,^en great unwisdom dis- 
played by the Government in dealing with the coolies. On what ground 
can it be justified that the coolies had been turned out— men, women, 
children and sick persons — of the shelter afforded them at night in 
the station yard into the roadside fields by Gurkhas with kicks lind 
cuffs P Whatever Sir Henry Wheeler may say, the public will never 
for a moment believe tliat no violence was used. He says that the 
word ** inhuman should not be used, and I put it to everybody 
here— Europeans as well as Indians — ^to say whether it was at all human 
to act as the authorities did. Could they not wait for six hours more 
and let the sun rise and then do what they intended to do P It was 
again the most unwise of acts not to transport the coolies at Govern- 
ment exx)ense — at the country's expense. We would have sanctioned 
the expense without demur. That would have prevented the coolies 
from dying of cholera by scores, and cholera would not have spread in 
the neighbourhood. The Government allowed the agitation to gather 
in volume and let the fire spread and become a conflagration. It was 
the most unwise of acts. They should have at once transported the 
coolies to Asansol and, like the stolen knave of our cardplay, let it go 
to the Bihar Government, but, instead of that, they kept them there 
and let them ^e like so many rats and fleas. It was certainly a very 
inhuman act. I understand a lesson had to be taught to the coolies 
and the non-oo-operators. It is very easy to teach lessons to the weak; 

I know how lessons are taught to poor deluded boys who are arrested 
by scores, but you do not go near the strong and the powerful. 
cannot but condemn this teaching of lessons. 
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I have given my reasons why I cannot support the lesolutious about 
the appointment of a committee and why I think it better to accept and 
support the resolution of Babu Jatindra Nath Basu. 

It is in OUT power, to be sure, to pass a vote of censure uix>n the 
Government and to make it impossible — certainly it is in our power— 
but we want peace and do not like to have any more quarrelling with 
the Government. So I shall be content only with supporting the resolu- 
tioh of Babu Jatindra Nath Basu. 

Mr. F. A. LARMOURs I move that the question be now put. 

The PRESIDENT: There are such a large number of speakers that 
I do not think that I should put the question at this stage. 

Professor &■ C« MUKHERJI: I beg to ask a question. Is it [possi- 
ble to have an official copy of Sir Henry Wheeler’s statement made this 
afternoon P Some of us wish to speak on his report, and we wish to 
take the statement and the supplementary report which has been placed 
before the House. 

The PRESIDENT: I am afraid it may not be possible to do so. 

Adjournmeitt. 

The Council then adjourned till 3 f.u. on Monday, the 11th July, 
1921. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Council assembled under the 
previsions of the Government of India Aoti 

The Council met in the Council Chamber in the Town Hall, Calcutta, 
on Monday,, the 11th July, 1921, at 3 p.m. 


Present: 

* 

The Hon’ble the President, the Hon’ble the four Members of the 
Executive Council, the Hon’ble the three Ministers, and 108 nominated 
and elected members. 


Oath of all^iance. 

Mr. C. E. Beadei. made an oath of his allegiance to the Crown. 


Starred questions 

(to which oral answers were given). 

Alleged breach of trust by the trustee to the estate of late Babu Shyama 
Charan Sarkar, of Mamjuani, in Nadia. 

•XLVIl. Mr. 8YED ERFAN ALI: (a) Will the Hon’ble the Minis- 
ter in charge of the Department of Education be pleased to state whether 
any reference has been made to Government by the Collector of Nadia 
recommending action under section 93 of the Civil Procedure Code regard- 
ing the breach of a ” Public Trust ” by the trustees created by the will 
of the late Babu Shyama Charan Sarkar, of Mamjuani, in the district of 
Nadia? 

(5) If so, what action are the Government taking in the matter? 

(c) If the Government are not taking any action, will they be 
pleased to state the reasons for not doing so? 

MINISTER in Charge of DEPARTMENT of EDUCATION (the 
Hon’bic Mf. P. C. Mitter): (a) The answer is in the affirmative, except 
that the tru^t was created by the will of the late Babu Dina Nath Sarkar 
and not Shyama Charan Sarkar. 

(6) and (o) Government have decided that the collector can institute 
the suit and that no sanction of Government is necessary. It is reported 
that the suit will be instituted shortly by the Collector. 
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OomuMmal represantil^ives on the Gatcutta Municipality. 

*XLVIIi. Mr. 8YEO ERFAN ALI: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Dei^artnieiit of Local Self-Govenuaent be 
pleased to state — 

, (i) what is the population within the Calcutta municipal area; 

(it) the number of Hindus, Mussalmans and Christians within the 
said area, anrf their resi)ective proportion to the whole 
population ; 

(m) the total number of employees (excluding menials) serving in 
the permanent stafE of the Calcutta Municipality, stating 
their appointments, period of services, salaries and their 
sects ; 

(iv) the number of menials employed permanently, stating the date 
of their appointments, period of services, salaries and their 
sects ; 

(v) the amount of money spent annually in payment of wages of 

the Hindus, Mussalmans and Christians, and their propor- 
tion to each other ; and 

(vi) the total number of Commissioners of the Calcutta Municipality 

showing the number of Hindus, Mussalmans and Christians, 
elected and nominated. 

(b) Will the Hon'ble the Minister be pleased to state whether the 
Chairman of the Calcutta Corporation had any hand in the recent selec- 
tion of nominated Commissioners? 

(c) If not, on whose recommendations were the nominations made? 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of LOCAL SELF- 
GOVERNMENT (the Hon’ble Sir Surendra Nath Banerjea): (a) (i) The 

census figures are: — 1911 — 861,501; 1921 — 881,402. 

(ii) The figures are: — 1911 — Hindus: 594,471 or 69 per cent.; 
Muhammadans : 220,647 or 25 per cent. ; Christians : 36,510 or 4 per cent. ; 
1921 — ^Figures are not yet. available. 

(in) A copy* of the annual list of officers, and establishment of the 
Corporation is laid on the library table. Information as to the religious 
sects of the employees is not available and Government do not propose 
to call for it. 

(iv) and (i;) The information is not available and cduld ^hot be fur- 
nished without undue labour and expenditure. 

(vi) The total is 60. The details are as follows: — Elected; 25 viz., 
23 Hindus and 2 Jews. Appointed by the Chamber of Commerce, 4; 


Not printed in these proceedings, 
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Calciilta Trades Association, 4 (all Christians) ; Port Commissioners, 2 
(1 Hindu and 1 Christian) ; Government, 15 (5 Hindus, 3 Muhammadans, 
6 Cbirstians and 1 Parsee). 

(b) The answer is in the negative. 

(c) Nominations were not called for. 


Cotton growing in Bengal, 

• XLIX. Rai LALIT MOHAN SINGH ROY Bahadur: (a) Is the 

Hon'ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture and 
Industries aware that Buri-Kapas (a kind of cotton found in the Santhal 
Parganas) is capable of improvement, the experiment of which was 
started by Mr. Oldham, when he was Director of Agriculture, but sub- 
sequently the project fell threugh on account of his transfer? 

(h) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) whether it is in the contemplation of the Government to chemi- 
cally test the soil of the districts of Bengal to ascertain its 
suitability for the growing of cotton; and 

(it) whether the Government are ready to provide facilities for the 
growing of cotton? 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of AGRICULTURE and 
INDUSTRIES (the Hon’ble the Nawab SaiyidP Nawab All Chaudhuri, 
Khan Bahadur) : (a) The member is referred to page 6 of the Agricul- 
tural Doparlment bulletin No. 1 of 1921 on cotton, a-oopy of which is 
laid on the library table. * 

(6) (i) Soils from different parts of BengaLare hiding analysed in the 
ordinary course of routine. The chemical constituents of the soil have 
comparatively little influence on the growth of cotton, and the climate 
and physical texture of the soil are far more important factors. 

(ii) Instructions have been issued to agricultural officers to advise 
intending growers to cultivate cotton as single bushes or hedges on. 
raised lands close to their houses. Cotton-seeds have been supplied 
where wanted, 


Expenditure on the Department of Industries. 

«L. Rai LALIT MOHAN BINGH ROY Bahadurs Will the Hon’ble 
the Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries 
be pleased to state the actual monthly expenses incurred, item by' item 
for the Department oi Industries P 
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TiMHoii’WetlieNawabSAIYiD NAWAB ALI BHAUOHURIp Khan 
Bahadurs A statement of the expenses for the year 1920-21 is given 
below ; — 


Monthik 

SulArioj. 


R^tAltlishnicnb. ^ 

A tlowAiicoe. 

ConfcingenclM. 



A. 

p. 

Rs. 

A. 

p. 

Ub. 

A. 

r. 

Rs. 

A. 

p. 

1920. 

'' ' '■ . 












*Fcil 

2, £10 

0 

0 

2,110 

7 

1 

76'3 

4 

6 

192 

10 

9 

'»>IV 

2,500 

0 

0 

2,088 

15 

7 

647 

13 

6 

3,890 

0 

6 

J’ ’ 

2,5!I0 

0 

0 

2,120 

6 

n 

284 

7 

11 

3,989 

13 

9 


2,500 

0 

0 

3,977 

15 

10 

634 

4 

5 

6,302 

3 

3 


4 001 

15 

8 

3.023 

5 

5 

489 

4 

0 

5,.301 

0 

6 

September 

»,000 

0 

0 

4,281 

3 

2 

581 

13 

4 

3,936 

7 

7 

October 

4 000 

0 

0 

3,981 

. 6 

4 

577 

15 

10 

6,607 

1 

5 

November 

5,060 

0 

0 

6,988 

1 

1 

859 

7 

3 

4,486 

14 

10 

December .«• 

6,490 

0 

0 

6,925 

15 

8 

409 

7 

5 

8,083 

0 

7 

1021 













January 

7,5:)0 

0 

0 

9,155 

a 

4 

1,443 

12 

2 

20, too 

8 

U 

February ... 

7,350 

0 

0 

9,780 

7 

11 

2.184 

14 

1 

10,629 

r 

V 

0 

March 

8,06$ 

5 

7 

10,385 

9 

10 

2.647 

11 

8 

53,034 

9 

4 


Partition schemes and expenditure thereon. 

• LI. Babu DEVENDRA LAL KHAN: {a) Will the Iton'ble the 
Member in charge of the Political l>ei>artmont bo pleased to state — 

(t) the probable expenditure that will have to be incurred in effect- 

ing the completion of the scheme of partition; 

(u) the amount of money that has hitherto becri spent in this con- 

nection; and 

(m) the actual progress of work that has been madeP. 

(6) Will the Hop’ble the Member be pleased to state the adminis- 
trative reasons that led Government to the adoption of the scheme of 
partition P 

MEMBER in Charge of POLITICAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon'Me 
Sir Henry Wheeler): (a) (t) The estimated cost of land, buildings and 
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works in connection with the partition of the Midnapore district is 
Bs. 27,11,826, This is for the complete equipment of the district; it 
will be possible to start the district without the completion of all these 
works. 

(m) The amount of money actually paid out by the 16th of March 
last was in round figures Rs. 8,26,000 and bills for work done amount- 
ing to Rs. 1,47,000 were due. The amount spent was, therefore, 
Rs. 9,73,000. Further, the work being in progress contracts for large 
sums are in force, the cost of terminating whi^ would amount to 
several lakhs of rupees. 

(in) The buildings at Jhargram will be ready shortly. Most of the 
principal buildings at Hijli are expected to be completed by the middle 
of next November. 

(b) The reasons are stated in the published Government resolutions 
No. 6072 P. of the 7th July, 1913, and No. 1156 P. of the 26th Janu- 
ary, 1916. 


Unstarred questions 

(answers to which were laid on the table). 

Pirojppr Municipality and its income and expenditure. 

213. Mauivi AZAHARUDDIN AHMED: (a) Will the Hon'ble 
the Minister in charge of the Department of Fiocal Self-Government be 
Incased to state — 

(i) whether there is or are any Adllage or villages, besides the head- 

quarters, under the Pirojjmr Municipality in the district of 
Bakargqnj ; 

(ii) if so, what is the population of each sucli village, and how much 

does the municij^ality receive from them as tax; 

(tit) how much does the. municijxility receive from the head- 
quarters; and 

(iv) what benefits have the villagers outside headquarters received 
from the municijiality during the last ten years? 

(h) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state separately 
the total income of the said municipolity from the headquarters^ and 
from the villages, and the expenditure for the headquarters and for the 
villages, during the last ten years, giving a brief list of income and 
expenditure for every year P 

The Hdfble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEAs (a) (i) Yes; 
there are 24 villages. 

(ii) A statement (No. 1) is laid on the table. 

(in) Bs. 4,440 on the average. 
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(iv) The municipality incurs on the ayerage an annual expendi- 
ture' of Rs. 3,600 on the following heads, the henefit of wliidx is enjoyed 
e(iually by the town and the village population : — 

(/) Establishment and printing. Provident Fund contribution, 
etc. — ^Rs. 1,941. 

(2) Charitable dispensary and vaccination — Rs. 1,234. 

(3) Veterinary, Education, Contribution to Pasteur Institute, 

etc. — ^Rs. 425. 

An annual expenditure of Rs. 1,473, on the average, is incurred by 
the municipality in the maintenance of 80 light ix)sts, twenty of which 
are in the village area. There are 12 municipal roads in the village 
area which are maintained by the municipality at a cost of Rs. 375 per 
annum. During the last ten years three reserved tanks were excavated 
in the village area out of the municipal fund and they are being main- 
tained by the municipality. • 

An indirect benefit which the villages derive from being included 
within the municipality is the exemption from road and public work 
cesses and from the ebaukidari tax. 

(h) A statement (No. II) is laid on the table. Separate figures for 
expenditure for the headquarters and the villages are not available. 

Statement I referred to in the reply to xmstarred qvestion No, 213 (n). 

Statement showing the population of villages comprised in the Perojpiir Municipality 
ard the average annual income derived from them from taxation for the last ten 
years. 


Number* 

Name of village. 


Fopnlation. 

Averftgo income from 
tar. 






Rs. 

1 

Perojpur 

... 

... 

681 

165 

2 

Masimpur 

... 

... 

557 

168 

3 

Krishnagore ... 

... 

... 

513 

162 

4 

Kharnkata 

... 

... 

97 

31 

5 

Shikarpur 



728 

246 

6 

Rajganj Hat ... 

... 

... 

241 

165 

7 

Ktmmaria ... 

... 

... 

326 

67 

8 

Satrajitpur ... ** 

• •• 

... 

13 

3 

9 

Muktarkati ... 

• •• 

... 

253 

73 

10 

Jhatokati 

... 

... 

987 

811 

11 

Alamkati 


... 

592 

148 

12 

. Brahmankati 

... 

... 

692 

144 

13 

Danbari 

... 


411 

96 

.14 

Rairkati 

• •• 


776 

607 

15 

Raichooh 

• •• 


199 

146 

16 

Mulgram ... 

• •• 

• a* 

438 

109 
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Kumbor. 

Name of village. 

Poimlation. 

Average income from 
Ux. . 



A 


Rs. 

17 

Odharikati 

... ... 

882 

208 

18 

Kninarkhnli ... 

... ... 

609 

152 

19 

Chliota Khalishakhali 

••• ... 

176 

43 

20 

Uara Khalisha Khali 

... •». 

495 

143 

21 

Nurukhali 

... ... 

692 

169 

22 

Lakhakati 

... ... 

632 

142 

23 

Char Lakiiakati 

... 

224 

37 

24 

Ilularhat 

... 

23() 

96 



Totiil ... 

11,360 

3,520 


statement II referred to in the repljf to uhstarred question No. 213 (/>). 

Statement allowing tliu ir)(;oriio from tlio 1)ea(](|iiHrtcr.s ami the villages incliuJod in (ho 
Perojpur Mnnicipality for the last ten years. 


IMi’OMK rUOM T«K HU \ Oi^OARTKIih. 


Ybar. 

Income from 
taxation. 

Other rniacclla- 
iicoitii receipts. 

Total. 


Income from 
vilJaj^es from 
taxation only. 

Total income 
of the 

municipality. 


Rfl. 

A. 


RS. 

A. 

r. 

Rs. 

A. 

1*. 

Rb. 

A. 

P. 

Rb. 

A. 

P. 

1911-12 ... 

•1,037 

3 

G 

2,082 

6 


6,119 

9 

6 

3,271 

7 

3 

9,391 

0 

9 

1912-13 ... 

4,209 

7 

0 

6,137 

7 

1 

9,316 

11 

1 

8,417 

8 

6 

12,J64 

1 

7 

1913-14 ... 

4,333 

2 

3 

3,610 

13 

9 

7,914 

0 

0 

3,348 

2 

0 

11,292 

2 

0 

1914-16 ... 

4,310 

8 

6 

2,419 

12 


6,760 

5 

8 

3,329 

11 

6 

10,090 

0 

9 

1915-16 ... 

4,429 

12 

6 

4,798 

3 

6 

9,228 

0 

0 

8,810 

10 

8 

13,088 

10 

8 

1916-17 ... 

6,172 

1 

3 

2,519 

12 

6 

7,691 

13 

9 

8,245 

4 

3 

10,987 

2 

0 

1917-18 ... i 

4,856 

15 

3 

2,799 

10 

10 

7,156 

10 

1 

3,635 

3 

6 

10,791 

18 

7 

1918-19 ... 

4,593 

2 

9 

3,506 

7 

9 

8,099 

10 

0 

3,682 

7 

0 

1 11,782 

1 

0 

1919-20 ... 

4,667 

15 

8 

3,193 

13 

1 

9 

j 

7,761 

13 

0 

3,584 

6 

1 

9 ; 

; 11,816 

2 

9 

1920-21 ... 

4,838 

2 

3 

2,869 

15 

5 1 

1 

7,698 

1 

8 

3,649 

!•) 

6 

1 

11,247 

12 

2 


Hill Journey of Mr. K. McLean; officiating fibre expert. 

214. Babu BHABENDRA CHANDRA RAY: (a) Will the Hon’hle 
the Minister in charge of the Deixirtment of Agriculture end Industries 
he pleased to state whether it is a fact that Mr. K. Mcl^ieany the officia- 
ting Fibre Expert, went to Ealinipoug iniinediately after taking over 
charge of the fibre expert’s office at Dacca? 
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(6) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state the number 
ot days Mr. McT^ean has been in ^e hills diirin*^ the last two months? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble the Miiiiihter be pleased to stale the nature 
and urgency of the work that is being done by him in the hills in 
preference to the jute work in the plains? 

The Hon’ble the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: (a) Yes. 

(6) Thirty days. 

(c) The officers of the Indian Agricultural T^ervic'e holding appoint- 
ments in Bengal are allowed a recess in the liills for a month in each 
year, provided that they defray their own travelling exinuises and that 
no expenditure of any kind is imposed on Government. Mr. McLean 
carried on his ordinary work from the hills, and the rest of his work was 
in charge of his staff at Dacca. He was given permission to enjoy this 
recess as he was in indifferent health at the time. 


Supply of kataktara aus ” paddy seeds of Chinsura Farm through 
Messrs. Sutton A Sons. 

215. Babu BHABENDRA CHANDRA RAY; (a) Will the Hon’ble 
the Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries 
b<5 pleased to state whether it is a fact that the Deputy Director of Agri- 
ciilture, Western Circle, sold the kataktara aus paddy see<ls produced 
in the Chinsura Farm to Messrs. Sutton & Sons at lls. 4-8 i)er maund, 
and that these seeds w-ere supplied at his instance by Messrs. Sutton & 
Sons to private parties, who paid for the same seeds at Hs. C i^r inauud? 

(6) If so, what was the idea underlying this roundabout transaction ? 

The Hon’ble the Nawab SAiyiD NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: (a) The answer is in the negative. 

(6) This question does not arise. 

Distriot boards expenditure on tanks. 

216. Babu BROJENDRA KI8H0R RAY CHAUDHURI: Will 
the Hon'ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self- 
Government he pleased to make a statement showing: — 

(a) the new tanks excavated; 

^ (6) old tanks re-excavated; and 
(c) the amount spent thereon 

by the different district boards in the presidency in 1920-21? 

The Hon’ble Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA: A statement is 
laid on the table. 
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Statement of tanks excavated and re-excavat»A tv 

district hoards during the year 19S0-S1, refetJdtoir^ 
unstarred question No. 216. r - ■' *” to 


!• Burdwau 
2* Birbhuin 

3. fiankura 

4. MIdiiapore 

3. Hooghlj 
*. Howrah 

7 . 24-ParKanas 

8. Nadia 

0* Mumhldabad 
18 . JosHore 


13. Myiijooaingh 
U* Farldpur 
13. Bak«rgiinJ 

18. Oliittagoiig 

17. Tippera 

18. Noakhnll 
18* llajehobl 

20* Dluajpiir 
21» Jalpafgiiri 
"*• Rangpiir 

23. Bogra 

24. Pabna 

28. Malda ... 


were com- 
pleted during the year 
at a cost of Aa. 7,086. 



«s. 7,733-^3 were spent 
on sinking and re- 
pairing wella 


f For both excaTatlon 
and re-^xca ration. 


t For both excavatlou 
and re-exoaratloo. 

Bight wells were also 
sunk. 


00 sinking li masonry 
wells and 9 ring wells. 


district water 
■apply schime in- 
cludes mainly the 


sinking of wei 


, * For both exoaratlon 
and re-exoaratlon. 


Decrease of population in Murshidabad district. 

ter in charge of the Itejlrtmen G® 

to state the total decrease, as well as the ^ 
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(b) Has the Hon’ble the Minister ascertaipied the causes of this 
decrease ? 

(c) Has the Hon’ble the Minister been informed that the following 
causes, among oiliers, are responsible for the reduction on the popula- 
tion q£ the district, viz. : — 

(t) the extreme poverty of the tenantry ; 

(it) the silting up of the Bhagirathi, the Bhairab and the Jellungi; 

(Hi) the heavy rate of interest charged by the vmhajans, which 
impoverishes the tenantry; 

(tv) the realization of abwabs by some of the landlords; 

(t;) the heavy costs of litigation ; and 

(vi) the want of pure drinking water and the prcvsence of filthy 
tanks and of jungles P 

The Hoil-ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) Accord- 
ing to the recent census figures the population has decreased from 
1,372,274 to 1,244,207, or by 93 per thousand. 

(b) and (c) The causes of the decline will be dealt with by the 
Census Superintendent in his Census Beport, and I am not in a position 
to anticipate his conclusions. 


Monthly return of cases disposed of and adverse remarks thereon. 

218. Mauivi FAZLAL KARIM: (a) Will the Hon’ble the Member 
in charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to say whether the Gov- 
ernment are considering the desirability, in consultation with the High 
Court, of abrogating the rule which requires the submission of statisti- 
cal returns by Subordinate Judges and Munsifs to District Judges at 
the end of each month P 

(b) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state whether 
adverse remarks regarding the quantity of work done by a Munsif or 
a Subordinate Judge pa's^ by the District Judge on the quarterly 
returns which are submitted to the High Court are communicated to the 
officer concerned P 

MEMBER in charge of JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
8ir^Abd-ur«Rihini): (a) No such proposal is^under consideration. 

(6) Adverse remarks such as are referred to in the question are 
communicated, when cone^idered necessary, by the District Judges 
themselves to the officers concerned; when eyplanations are required 
they are again dealt irith hf tho Sigh Court. 
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Number of oases disposed of forming a criterion of ability. 


219. Mauivi FAZLAL KARIM; (a) Will the Hon'ble the Member 
in cluirge of the Appointment Deixirtment be pleased to f^ay whether it 
is a fact that the number of cases which a Miinsif or a subordinate judfife 
<;an dispose of, quite irrespective of quality, is taken as the criterion of 
his ability at the time of promoting him to a listed pi^stp 

(b) If so, are the (lovernment considering the desirability, in con- 
sultation with the High Court, of abrogating any such rule? 

(c) Is the Hon’ble the Member aware of the fact that the tendency 
^of disiHJsing of cases (piickly causes constant friction and unplea*sant- 

ness between the Bench and the Bar in the mufassal? 

MEMBER in charge of APPOINTMENT DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler): (a) and (b) The quality of an officer’s 
work is the main consideration. As between officiers doing work of 
equal merit, consistent and unexplained deficiency in quality is an ele- 
ment necessarily taken into account. 

(c) The question is too general to permit of repty. 


Members of the Calcutta Corporation and safeguard of the unrepresented 

interest. 

220. Mauivi FAZLAL KARIM: (a) Will the Hon’ble the Minister 
in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government be pleased to 
state the number of elected and nominated members of the Calcutta 
Corp(3ration from different communities during the last three terms of 
office and in the present term ? 

(6) Has the principle of safeguarding the interests of communities 
not adequately represented by election in local self-governing bodies 
been obseiwed in the case of the present nomination? If not, why not? 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) A state- 
ment is laid on the table. 

(b) Apiiointinents by Government to the Calcutta Corporation have 
not hitherto been made according to definite principles such as are 
observed in the case of appointments to mufassal 'municipalities. ' < I 
j»roiK)se to rectify this state of things. It is proposed to make provision' 
in the Calcutta Municqxil Bill, which I. hope to introduce this year, for 
the reservation of a fixed number of seats for the^.^Iuhaiumadans in 
accordance with these principles. It may be pointed out in this con- 
nection that though 46 candidates appearad at the last general election 
of the Corporation! thete was not a single Mubammadon ctuididaie, 
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Statement of elected and nominated Gommiasioners, Calcutta Oorpora- 
tion, from different communities from 1913, referred to in the 
reply to unatarred question No. 330. 



1 lliudna. 1 

MiiliAm- 

inAilaiiti. 

CtirliifciAn<i 

1 (Kiiro|K‘aii). 

Jcw9 or 
Arini'nUn!). 

ParHiA. 

TotAl. 

/ KIceted 

1912 ..A 

20(a) 

1 

i 

10 

4(c) 

... 

35 

\ Nominated 

4 

4 

G 


1 

15 

/ Elected 

1915 ...■{ 

22 (a) 

• •• 

10 

3 

... 

35 

\ Noininnied 

3 

5 

G 

... 

1 

15 

( Elected 

1918 ..A 

20 (a) 

1 

1 

12 

2 

... 

35 . 

V Nominated 

5 

4 

5 

... 

1 

15 

( Elected 

1921 ...] 1 

24 (a) 

... 

9 

2 

... 

35 

1 Nominated 

^ 

5 

3 

6(/>) 

... 

1 

15 


(а) Inoludes RaJa^Iloshoe Case Law, nomina)<C(l by tho Port (^ommiasionor". 

(б) lucludes lioTd. B. A. 

(e) Inolu<l(M ono Armeulan. 


Charges on police court buildings in Calcutta. 

221. Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur; Will the Hon’ble tlie 
Member in charge of the Judicial Depaitment be pleased to lay on the 
table a «tatement showing yCi^r by year — 

(i) recurring; and ' 

(n*) non-recurring charges, 

incurred in the Calcutta police courts, between 191^3 and 1920 — 

(1) in the shajw of additions, and alterations, repairs, electric fit- 

tings, telephonic installations, sanitary plumbing works, in 
the Jorabagan, Kyd Street, llankshall Street and juvenile 
courts buildings in Calcutta; 

(2) in the shai)e of furniture and equiimient of these courts; and 

(3) any other item P 

The Hon>Me Sir ABO-UR-RAHIM: A statement as regards the 
juvenile court is laid on the table. For. the statement in respect of the 
other police courts, the member is referred to the answer to his un starred 
question Ifo! 24 (5) (2) (u) aud (Hi) given on 4th July, 1921. 

c 2 
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Statement referred to in the reply to unetarred question No. S21. 

Juvenile Court. 


Recurring Non-recnrrlng Any other 

chargee. charges. item. 

U). O). (11) ^S) a)aiid (li). (3). 





Rb. 

Rb. 

Rb. 

1913-14 

• •• 


Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

1914-15 

• •• 

• •• 

54 

6,503 

Nil 

1915-16 


• •• 

154 

Nil 

Nil 

1916-17 


• •• 

58 

Nil 

Nil 

1917-18 



84 

Nil 

Nil 

1918-19 



59 

Nil 

Nil 

1919-20 



84 

Nil 

Nil 

1920-21 

... 

• •• 

1.V2 

Nil 

Nil 


Expenditure ou furniture and eqiiipmont id oon*recurring, wliiio expenditure for additions and talterationa 
is recurring. 


Tannin manufacture. 

222. Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: (a) Will 
the Ilon'ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture and 
Tiiduatriea be pleased to state whether an expert was deputed to inves- 
tigate and experiment on tannin-producing barks and report on the feas- 
ibility or otherwise of manufacturing tannin from forest products on 
commercial lines? 

(h) If so, will the Hon'ble the Minister be pleased to state whether 
the exj>ert has completed his labours and what has been the final result 
of his investigation and experiment? 

^ (c) Is any systematic investigation going on at present tq^ make 
proper use of forest product in Bengal ? 

(d) Are medicinal plants obtainable in Bengal forests comprised in 
the programme of investigation and experiment? 

The Mon’ble the Nawab 8AIY1D NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan BEhadur: (a) Mr. J. A. Pilgrim, Tannin £.xpert to the Govern- 
ment of India, was placed on deputation under the Government of Bengal 
for the purpose of investigating the possibilities of the manufacture of 
iannin extracts from the mangroves in the Sunderhans. 

(/)) Mr. Pilgrim has concluded his investigations, the result of 
which have been embodied in his report, a copy* of which is placed 
on the library table! Further investigation in the matter is being 
carried on by the research chemist, Calcutta research tannery. 

(c) No. 

{dj No. 


* Not printed in theie proeeedingt. 
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223. Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture anti 
Industries be pleased to state the policy or principle on which divisional, 
district and mufassal (rural) agricultural demonstration farms are opened 
and worked ? 

(6) Is there a scheme before the Government for opening a divisional 
agricultural demonstration farm for the Presidency Division? 

^ (c) Is it a fact that there is a proposal for opening a district demon- 

stration farm at Baraset at considerable cost ? 

(d) Is the Hon’ble the Minister aware that Baraset, is a particularly 
unhealthy place and is considered as unsuitable for the pury»ose? 

(e) Is the Hon’ble the Minister considering the question of open- 
ing a divisional demonstration farm for the Presidency Division in a 
suitable, central, and healthy locality within the division which will 
have both the purpose of a divisional as w'ell as of a district ft.rm ? 

The Hon’Methe Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: (a) Under the present scheme each division will be 
eventually provided with a central ex])erimental station and each district 
in the division will ultimately have its own demonstration and seed 
farms, which will be used to test, under the conditions of that i>arti- 
cular district, the results of the experiments which have been success- 
fully carried out at the central experimental farm. The district farms 
will constitute a centre, on which the whole agricultural improvenienl 
of the district will be based. It will serve as a tniiniug centre and as 
a depot for the supply of improved seeds, manures, etc. Steps will .also 
be taken to establish private farms through the agencies of kha,i liiahal 
estates. Court of Wards, zamindars, village union committees and 
agricultural associations' for the propagation of pure seed and othei 
demonstration work. 

(b) The matter is being considered, but is in abeyance for lack of 
funds. 

(c) Tes, but the proposal has not yet been finally accepted. 

(d) Although Baraset is malarious, the site has been selected with 
the approval of a site committee, consisting of the Collector, Vice- 
Chairman, District Board, Executive Engineer and Civil Surgeon. 

(e) The matter is still under consideration, and a search for a suit- 
able situation is being made. 

< Sugar from palm trees. 

224. Mauivi RAFI UDDIN AHMED: (a) Is the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries 
aware that there is a large number of palm-trees in the districts of Jessore 
and Khulna P 
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{b) Are the Government considering the desirability of training the 
IMJupIc, through experts, to utilize such trees for the manufacture of 
sugar? 

The Hon*ble the Nawab 8AIYI0 NAWAB ALI CHAUDHUR), 
Khan Bahadur: (a) Yes. 

{h) The member is referred .to the reply to starred question 
No. XXXIV asked by llai liulit Mohan Singh Roy Bahadur at this 
Council meeting. 


Water-supply in Calcutta. 

225. Babu RI8HINDRA NATH 8ARKAR: (ai Will the Hon’bk 
the Minister in charge of the Deimrlinent of Local Self-Government be 
jdeased to say what is tlie total umounl of exjjcnse it.currcd by the 
Corporation of Calcutta in procuring the meters for measuring water and 
the total number of such meters, and wliat is the annual e^iwuse foi 
reimiriug or replacing the meters, if any? 

(6) What is the annual expense for the maintenance of the staff foi’ 
the purimse of fixing, cleaning and reading the meters in Calcutta? 

(c) What is the annual exi)ense for the maintenance of the staff in 
tlie 'department of water works of the Coiporatiou of Calcutta, except 
the staff employed at the Tala pumping station at Falta and at the 
workshop at Entally ? 

id) What is the annual income derived from the late-payers by the 
excess water-supply from the reading of meters P 

(c) "Vyhat is the estimated percentage of loss of filtered water duo to 
leakage in pipes ? 

if) Who is responsible for this loss ? 

io) What steps are taken to put a stop to this loss? 

(/i) What should be the pressure of filtered water-supply which the 
Coiqwration of Calcutta is bound to keep and the time during which 
the supply is to be kept open under the Act ? 

(i) What is the normal pressure and what is the time during which 
the supply is kept open now ? 

(;■) What is the cause of the scanty supply of unfiltered water for 
the last few weeks? 

ih) If it is due to any defect, why was the defect not remedied before- 
hand ? 

(/) What steps are being taken against the officers in charge of this 
Department for this apixirent neglect of duty ? 

The Hon’ble 8ir 8UREN0RA NATH BANERJEA: in) The total 
number of meters at present owned, by the Corporation is 4,086. The 
cost of .the.se meters is not recorded in any readily available form and 
it would take much time and labour to ascertain it. The present 
annual cost of repairing and replacing the meters is Rs. 38,372. 
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(6y Rs. 8,868. 

(c) Ra. 3,47,210. 

(d) The average annual income for the last three years is Its. 12,945. 

(e) About 2-6 per cent. 

(/) Such loss is unavoidable in any distribution system. 

(^) The loss by leakage is kept down as far as possible. by regular 
inspection. Calcutta is divided into 262 waste water districts, in all 
of which the work of checking waste is carried on. 

(A) The Calcutti^ Municipal Act provides that a continuous supply 
should be maintained and the minimum pressure is fixed, at 40 feet. 

(t) The average pressure of filtered w'ater is 33*6 feet in the morning 
and 31*3 feet in the afternoon. The pressure is maintained from 6 a.m. 
to 10 A.M., and from 3 r.M. to 6 p.m., but the afternoon supply has 
recently been extended to 7 p.m. 

(J) The engines at both the unfiltered wsiter pumping stations are 
old, and jvartial breakdowns are not infrequent. On the 15th June ihrce 
engines out of four at Mullick^s Ghat pumping station broke down at 
the same time. 

(^) The dUects cannot be remedied before tliey beconu? aiq>aront. 

(/) It is not admitted that there haa been negh»ct ot duty on ilie 
part of the offices of the Department. 

Muhammailaii oommissioners and voters in Calcutta 
municipal wards. 

226. Mauivi YAKUINUDDIN AHMED: (n) Will the Hon ble the 

Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government be 
pleased to state — 

(t) the number of wards into which the Calcutta Municipality is 
divided ; 

(m) the number of Muhammadan votes in each ward of the Muni- 
cipality, and the number and denomination of votes in each 
. ward of the Municipality ; 

(ni) the number of elected and nominated Muhammadan municipal 
commissioners in the Municipality during the last ten years; 

(tv) the number of elected and nominated Muhammadan municipal 
commissioners of the Municipality this year? 

(6) What is the reason for the nomination of only three municipal 
commissioners on the present occasion P 

The HoiYMe Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) (i) Twenty- 
live. 

(ii) A statement is laid on the table showing. for each ward the total 
number of voters and of votes and the number of . Muhammadan voters. 
It will be seen from the statement that the number of Muhammadan 
voters was 6,008 out of a total of 491,060 voters. Statistics of the 
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disiribution of Muhammadan votes by wards, and also of the number 
of votes and voters belonging to each religious community in each ward 
are not available. 

(m) A statement is laid on the table. 

(iv) No Muhammadans stood for election : three were appointed by 
Government. 

(fj) The member is referred to the reply given to clause (6) of 
unstarred question No. 220 by Maulvi Fazlal Karim. 


Statement showing for each ward of the Calcutta Municipality the 
number of voles and voters and the number of Muhammadan voters 
referred to in the reply to unslarred question No, 226 (i/)» 


Ward 

Total No. 
of 

votorfi. 

Total No. 
of 

Totes. 

Total No. of 
Iffuhammadai 
rotera. 

1 

3,105 

6,721 

54 

2 

1,968 

4,909 

^12 

3 

2,702 

5,668 

108 

4 

2,063 

4,255 

57 

5 

4,329 

10,681 

77 

6 

3,042 

7,139 

104 

7 

7,767 

19,769 

680 

8 

2,386 

6,770 

829 

9 

2,964 

7,655 

377 

10 

1,828 

4,866 

277 

11 

1,974 

4,397 

51 

12 

1,949 

6,429 

47 

13 

1,933 

4.978 

489 

14 

1,682 

3,789 

436 

15 

697 

2,808 

165 

16 

392 

2,786 

16 

17 

170 

1,468 

9 

18 

112 

308 

26 

19 

1,052 

2,405 

179 

20 

830 

1,493 

358 

21 

1,317 

3,676 

286 

22 

2,407 

5,440 

76 

23 

1,048 

2,888 

49 

24 

404 

968 

no 

25 

939 

2,016 

136 

ToUl 

... 49,060 

124,271 

5,008 
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Statement ehowing the num'ier of elected and nominated Muhammadan 
Commisaioners of the Calcutta Municipality for the yeart 1911-13 to 
1920-31, referred to in the reply to unatarred question No. 236 (ttt)* 

Totol. Bleetcd* Nomioat«vd. 


1911-12 

... 

• •• 

5 

2 

3 

1912-13 


• •• 

5 

1 

4 

191.S-14 

• •• 


5 

1 

4 

1914-15 

• •• 

• •• 

5 

1 

4 

1916-16 



5 

• so 

5 

1916-17 



5 


5 

1917-18 



5 

• •• 

5 

1918-19 



5 

1 

4 

1919-20 

... . 

• «e 

5 

1 

4 

1920-21 

... a 


5 

1 

4 


* Bjr OoTOtDineut. 


Appointment of Muhammadans in Government service. 

227. Mauivi A. K. FAZL-UL-HAQ: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Appointment Department be pleased to lay on 
the table all circulars issued by the departments regarding the increased 
ap];>oinlmcuts of Muhammadans in Government departments in all posts, 
ministerial as well as executive? 

(6) Will the Hon'ble the Member be pleased to state the names of 
departments which have not issued such circulars ? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state whether the 
Government are considering the desirability of extending the orders 
regarding such circulars to departments which have not issued such 
circulars P 

The Hon’ble Sir HENRY WHEELERS (a) Copies of Government 
letters No. 3386 A.* of the 28th April, 1914, and No. 5159 A.* of the 
30th September, 1918, are laid on the library table. These refer to 
ministerial appointments only. No circulars of this nature have 
issued regarding executive services. 

(5) and (c) Circulars of the above nature are issued, under orders 
of Government, by the Appointment Department, to all the departments 
concerned. Circulars issued by departments have been confined to 
detailed orders to secure that the policy laid down by Government in 
the circulars laid on the library table, is given effect to. 

Working of hand-looms and thofr products. 

228. _ Rai RAOHA CHARAN PAL Bahadur: Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries be 
pissed to state— 

(0 the total number of hand-looms working in Bengal, the number 
of workers employed, and the estimated annual yields of the 
looms ten years ago, five years ago, and now; 


Not printed in these proceedings. 
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(ii) what steps have been taken during the last ten years, apart from 
the establishment of the Serampore Weaving Institute, fox 
the development of the hand-loom industry, or that are now in 
contemplation ; 

(Hi) whether any facilities exist for the supply of yarns to weavers 
and for the sale of the products of the hand-looms, and what 
are the facilities in the different districts of Bengal; and 
(iv) whether it is a fact that two sale depots have been established 
in Bankura; if so, with what result? 

The Hon’ble the Nawab SAiYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURIp 
Khan Bahadurs (i) No information is available, except that in the 
census of 1911 the total number of i)ersons employed on cotton spinning, 
sizing and weaving and their dejMjndants in Bengal was returned at 
459,000. 

(ii) A weaving expert was attached to the Agricultural I)oi)artment, 
whose duties were to tour in the weaving centres in the province to 
demonstrate and supply improved apparatus and to instruct the people 
in improved methods of weaving. The expert is now working under the 
Director of Industries. A system of perii>atetic demonstrators (of 
whom the number at pre>sent is eigJit) for the instruction of vreavers in 
outlying centres in the use of fly-shuttle looms in villages, and of 
advances to ex-students of the Weaving Institute at Serampore for start- 
ing weaving on improved lines, has been in operation for some time 
past. 

During the war an impetus was given to the hand-loom industry in 
Bengal. At the instance of the Provincial Agricultural Association 
arrangements were made for the supply of model charkas in area in 
which there was difflculty about the manufacture of charkas. Arrange- 
ments were also made for the manufacture and supply in large quan- 
tities of dasuti for the Munitions Board from the hand-looms in Bengal. 
Mr. Hoogewerf, Principal, Seramixxre Weaving Institute, was placed on 
special duty to help the Director of Industries in organising the hand- 
loom industry. 

Much attention has also been given in the past to the organisation 
of co-operative societies among weavers, notable amongst vrhich are the 
societies in Bankura which are affiliated to the Bankura District Co- 
operative Industrial Union, Limited. The total number of weavers’ 
societies in the province on the 30th June, 1920, was 113, against 101 
on the same date in 1919. The question of the development of th^ 
weaving industiy in Bengal is already engaging the attention of the 
Industries and Co-operative Departments. The former Department has 
designed an improved form of charka, which is now in the market. . 

(m) Except the co-operative societies among weavers which arrange 
for the supply of yarn to their members and the sale of their finished 
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products, notable amongst which is the llankura District Co-operative 
Industrial Union, Limited, there is no special organisation fofr the 
purpose. 

(tt?) Yes. They are reported to be working satisfactorily. 


Heads of departments and other officers going up to the hills. 

229. Babu BHABENDRA CHANDRA RAY: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
the Member in charge of the Political Department be pleased to state 
how many heads of departments ami other departmental oflScera went 
to Darjeeling, Kurseong and Kalimpoirg, or any other hill places during 
the ciirrent summer session ami the number of days spent by each in the 
hills? 

(h) Will the ITon’hle the Member also be pleased to state the number 
of days on which each of these officers were on tour in tlio hills last 
year for the conesponding period? 

The Hon’bis Sir HENRY HEELER: (o) and (f>) A statement is 
laid on the table. 

Statement showing the Officers who weitt to the hills between the 1st 
April and the SOth June in the yeafs 1020 and 1921 and the 
duration of their stay there^ referred to in the reply to unstarred 
question No, 229, 



Dbsiqnation ov Officbr. 

Number of ilay* 
in t> 0 
hillii in 1X21 
between the 

Number of ilnya 
nijeiit in the 
hilH ill 1020 
between tlie 



iHt April 
and the 30th 
June. 

]«t April 
and the 30th 
June. 

1. 

Chief Secretary, Governraent of Bengal 

26 

71 

2. 

Undersecretary to Governrnetit, Political 
Department ... .*■ 

38 

63 

3. 

Member, Board of Revenue 

34 

49 

4. 

Secretary, ditto 

Nil 

49 

5. 

Secretary. Local Self-Government Depart- 
ment ... ••• ... 

&0 

73 

6. 

Deputy Secretary, Education Department 

47 

64« 

7. 

Secretary, Financial Department 

44 

71 

8. 

Under-Secretary, Financial Department ... 

37 

28 

9. 

Secretary, Revenue Department 

29 

76 

10. 

Secretary, Agriculture .and Industries Depart- 
ment* ... ... ... 

45 

The post did 

11. 

Secretary, Judicial Department 

Nil 

not exist. 

8 

12. 

Secretary, Public Works Department 

56 

71 

13. 

Secretary, Public Works (Irrigation) Depart- 




meut ••• *** 

6 

66 


Ab Dinctor of Pcbllo TiMtruotfon. 
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14. Deputy Secretary, Public Works Department 
‘15. Under>Secretary, ditto 

16. Secretary, Legislative Department 

17. Assistant Secretary, Legislative Department 

18. Inspector-General of Police, Bengal •«. 

19. Assistant Inspector-General of Police 

20. Inspector-General of Registration, Bengal ... 

21. Surgeon-General, Bengal 

2*2. Inspector-General of Prisons, Bengal 

23. Director of 8iirve3’s ... ... 

24. Chief Flngineer, Public Health Department 

26. Director of Land Records ... ... 

26. Assistant Director of Public Instruction ... 

27. Assistant Director of Public Instruction for 

Muhammadan {education ••• ... 

28. Director of Public Health ... 

29. Director of Agriculture 

30. Excise Commissioner, Bengal ... 

31. Registrar, Co-operative Societies 

32. Deputy Registrar, Co-operative Societies ... 


Number of days 
spent in the 
htl:8 in 1921 
between the 
Isc April 
acd the 30th 
June. 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

32 

32 

1 

43 

60 

Nil 

17 

40 

13 

12 

1 

25 

n 

54 

19 


Number of days 
spent in the 
hills in 1920 
between the 
Ist April 
and the 80th 
June. 

68 

25 

62 

36 

20 

55 

Nil 

68 

72 

12 

15 

71 

Nil 

71 

5 

5 

59 

36 

Nil 


Inquiry into incidents of recapture of escaped convicts 
from Rajshahi Jail. 

230. Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: (a) Jn connection 
with the escape of prisoners from the Rajshahi Jail, will the Hon’ble 
the Member in charge of the Political Department he pleased to state 
who conducted the inquiry into Part II, namely, the recapture of 
escaped convicts from Rajshahi Jail, as published in Qovernment 
resolution No. 1246 PI., dated the 17th May, 1921 P 

(6) Is it a fact that no iion-official gentleman was associated in this 
part of the inquiry? 

(c) Were any witnesses examined in the course of this part of the 
inquiry; if so, what is the number of witnesses— officials, non-officials 
and prisoners? 

(d) Was any local inquiry made at Mohanganj by any official be- 
sides the district authorities? 

The HOfl’Me 8ir HENRY WHEELER: (a) The Commissioner of 
the Rajshahi Division. 



1921 .] 


QUESTIONS. 


449 


(6) Yes. 

(c) Roughly thirty official witneBses (including warders and con- 
stables) ^ ten non-official witnesses^ and seventy-five prisoners were exa- 
mined in the course of the inquiry into the recapture of the prisoners who 
escaped from the Bajshahi Jail. These statements were recorded partly 
by the Commissioner, partly by the District Magistrate and partly by 
certain police officers and certain deputy magistrates. 

({/) No. Formal inquiries on the spot were made by the Deputy 
Superintendent of Police and by the District Magistrate. 

Escaped prisoners of Rajshahi Jail passing through Kharkhariif 
and MohanganJ. ^ 

231. Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: (a) In connection 
with the escape of prisoners from the Rajshahi Jail, will the Hon'ble 
the Member in charge of the Political Department be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that the main l>ody of prisoners which passed 
through Mohanganj on the 24th March, 1921, was the same that was 
previously encountered near Kharkharia by Messrs. Graham and 
MacDowell* s party ? 

* (6) Is it a fact that the body of prisoners encountered near Khar- 
kharia by Messrs, Graham and MacDowell’s party, did not possess any 
firearms and that none were used by the i)risoners when fired upon by 
the pursuers P 

Tho Hon’blo 8ir HENRY WHEELER: (a) The pursuing party 
lost touch with the main body of the convicts after the incident at Khar- 
kharia, and it is not possible to say for certain whether they were the 
same as the convicts who were reported to be at Mohanganj. 

(6) No firearms were used by the convicts who were encountered at 
Kharkharia. 

Rcoonnaissmee at Mohanganj by Mr. MaoDowcil’s party in connection 
with the esoaped convicts from Rajshahi JaH. 

882; Kumar SHfB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: (a) In connection 
with the escape of prisoners from tho Rajshahi Jail, will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Political Department be pleased to state 
whether during the midnight reconnaissance at Mohanganj by Mr. 
MacDowelPs party, any inquiries were made from the local people P 

(6) Is it a fact that the men ordered to enter into the house of Sohar 
Mulla at dead of night to arrest the supposed prisoners were armed 
with loaded rifles and were not in uniform? 
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The Hon’ble Sir HENRY WHEELER: (a) The police did not 
reveul thc'ir identity by making' iriquirieH before attempting to surprise 
and arrest the m( 5 n in tln^ hut who were believed to be convicts. Subse- 
quently, when otlier Iniuses were searched, the police explained who 
they were and wdnit their objec-t was. 

(h) The police had joined in the pursuit hurriedly and w’ere not in 
complete uniforiiL Soim' of the police who surrounded the hut had 
loaded muskets, as the information fhen in the possession of the police 
was that the convicts had taken witli them several jail muskets. 


Shooting incidents at Mohangan) in connection with the escape of 
prisoners from the Rajshahi Jail. 

233. Kumar SHIB SHEKHAR E8WAR RAY: (n) In connection 
with the escape of prisoners from tln^ Uajshahi Jail, will the Hon’ble the 
Member in eharge of the P<ili(ical Departiuont be pleased to state 
whether the (Kjvcrnment are aware of the view euttMtained by a section 
of the public that the villager slu»t at Mohanganj by Mr. MacDowell 
subsequently suceiimbed to his injuries? 

(A) Is it a fact that the man had received more than one guii 
wound? 

(r) Was any attempt made to arrest the man afliM* he wixh shot bv 
Mr. MaelXiwell? 

(#/) Is It a fact that after the sliooting, no atteinjit was made that 
night to aseertain whether the man shot at was an escaiml prisoner 
or not P 

(e) It iM a f««*t that no further i.c.ti.e was taken of the wounded man 
during that inghtP 

(/) la it a fact that the anine night a man wna fired upon in the nver 
at Mohanganj and repeated protests of a villager and hia assertion that 
the man was not a pri.soner were not heeded ? 


Th. Hon’bie Sir HENBY WHEELER: («). n,) /,.) aa 
Tbo faetH are as .stated in ,n,ragraph 11 of the .v^.li.tion of the inh 
May. Ihe lias eo.jfu8ed two men. Tuki and Nafar Khamaru. 

Jhe viIl»gj>rof Mohanganj, by name Tak, I'ramanik. who subsequently 
Hueeumhed to his injuries, was hit by a stray shot and not by Mr Mae 
Dowell. He was not ealdured by the polite nor did he revi th. * ^ 
that he hod been wounded. He went to a neighbouring disnensa^^*^ 
treatment, but left during the night before his injuries, whieh ^ 
in themselves serious, had been completely attended to It i 

after his death that the fact of his being woundetl at Mohau^** 
known to the authorities. 
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(/) This man, Nafar Khamani, was fired on and slightly wounded 
by Mr. MacDowell in the belief that he was an escaping convict. Two 
recruits attempted unsuccessfully to arrest him; he crossed the river, 
and continued to i*un away in spite of repeated warnings. Whereupon 
Mr. MacDowell fired at a range of 120 yards. Mr. MacDowell gave the 
wounded man stimulants and arranged for him to be sent to hospital in 
charge of a constable and two of his relatives. He was not told repeat- 
edly that the man was a villager, the only persons present at the iime 
being four or five i)olice recruits. 


House-searches and arrests at MohanganJ in connection with the eecape 
of prisoners from Rajshahi Jail. 

234. Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: {a) Tn connection 
with the escape of prisoners from the llajshnhi Tail, will the Ilcjii’blo 
.Ihe Member in charge of the rolitical Department he pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that during the course of the night several houses 
at Mohanganj were searched and their zenanas entered into l)y Mr. 
MacDowelVs party in spite of the protests of the inmates that there 
were no prisoners concealed in the houses P 

(fi) Is it a fact that a large number of men were arr(*sted at Mohan- 
ganj ? 

(c) Is it a fac;t that the local people firo tested that they wore not 
escaped prisoners and that they were kept in police custody from mid- 
night to 9 A.M. next morning? 

(d) Is it a fact that none of the men arrested that night at Mohan- 
ganj was found to be an escaped prisoner? 

Tho Hon’blo 8ir HENRY WHEELER: (a) Houses were searched 
to ascertiiin whether any convicts were concealed there. The searches 
were carried out with care under the orders of the Sui)eriTitendeni of 
Police, who explained to the villagers what the object was. Zenanas 
were not entered. 

(6) Twenty-four or twenty-five men were arresteil. 

(c) Certain villagers stated that some of the persons arreste<l were 
their own servants or persons known to them. But as the immediate 
duty of the police was to continue the pursuit of the convicts, further 
inqumes as to identification were not made by them during the night. 
The arrested jiersons remained under a guard till the next morning, 
when the District Magistrate arrived and released those whose identity 
was established. 

(d) Two of the persons were escaped conviets. 
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The PRESIDENT: (the Hon’ble Newab Sir Syed Shams-ul-Huda): 

The debate on the Chandpur resolutions will now be resumed. 

Professor S. C. MUKHERJI: I beg to oppose the set of resolutions 
proposing the appointment of a committee and I also beg to opi>ose the 
resolution moved by Babu Jatindra Nath Basu. The main reason why 
1 oppose the set of resolutions demanding an inquiry is, the scope of 
inquiry contemplated in these resolutions is too narrow and exclusive. 
They do not go into the very root of the matter. An inquiry in order 
to be effective must be exhaustive What is really needed is to find 
out the genesis of this cooly exodus. How far was it economic? We 
should like to know the condition of the coolies in the tea gardens, the 
treatment they received at the hands of the tea planters. We should 
like to know how far it was political, the part played by the non-co-oper- 
ators and how far these poor coolies were misled and deluded by the non- 
co-operators. I would have whole-heartedly supported the appointment 
of a committee with such an object in view. The kind of inquiry as 
contemplated in these resolutions can never be complete and satisfactory 
without first-hand evidence, viz.^ the coolies and they are gone. An 
inquiry is too late now. I also oppose resolution No. 45 which has been 
moved by my learned brother, Mr. Jatindra Nath Basu, because I con- 
sider it to be a very unfair demand. What does the resolution really 
mean ? It means this, that th^ local officials should either be so puni- 
shed or so severely censured for calling in the aid of the military police 
that such a thing .should never again recur. Is Sir Henry Wheeler, 
prepared to give such a guarantee on behalf of Government after the 
defence he has put in in support of it? Supposing there is an exodus 
of 10,000 coolies again to-morrow ; supx>osing there, is excitement among 
the coolies, supposing there is display of violence — I am quoting Sir 
Henry Wheeler's words — supposing the non-co-operators are again active 
in their propaganda. How is it possible for Government to give any 
such guarantee? Then, why should the local officials alone be dealt 
with or censured? Was not the conduct of the local officials in this 
Chandpur affair determined to a certain extent by the policy of non- 
repatriation adopted by the Government of Bengal? Is it not a fact 
that Mr. K. C. De was actually re]>atriating coolies until ordered by the 
Government not to do so at the expense of Government. If the local 
officials are to bo censured, I do not see how the Government of Bengal 
can escape censure in this matter. I think the request made by Mr. Jatin- 
dra Nath Basu in his resolution is most unfair and should not be com- 
plied with. But while opposing the resolutions, 1 feel it is incuml^nt- 
on tEe members of this Council to give an expression of their views on 
the Chandpur affair. It is simply essential that the Oovemment should 
know what this Council hat got to say in this matter. My observations 
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are based, on Sir Henry Wbeeler’s report. 1 am decidedly of opinion 
" that the Government ha.s committed a series of deplomble blunders. 
The initial blunder was the adoption of the policy of non-repatriation 
by Government. In the Government communique, at pufife 11, this 
policy has been supported in the following words ; — 


The principle by .which the policy of Gbrernn^ent is determined is that in the 
case of labour disputes to which Government itself is not a party and of the merits 
of which this Government is not the judge, its altitude should be one of neutraliiy. 
It is not the duty of the Bengal Government to side with one party or another. 
'I'o do so would be to intervene gratuitously in favour of one party to an industrial 
dispute and to create a moat dangerous and nnjustiliable precedent for the future. 


Gbvernment absolutely failed to realise the situation. There was 
a grave crisis and an emergency measure was immediately needed. The 
Bishop of Assam and Mr. Andrews advocated repatriation in the name of 
humanity. Sir, it was not simply humanity but it was a case of ]nire 
necessity. Interests of public health demanded repatriation. The cooly 
situation at Chandpur was a gmve menace to ilie public health of the 
entire town. In the face of such a grave emergency, the question of 
capital and labour was purely academid. It is a thousand pities that 
the Government of Bengal took shelter under such a plea, in support of 
non-repatriation. Then Government has raised the question of public 
funds. It is perfectly true the Government is the trusted custodian of 
public funds. Is it not equally true that the Government is the trusted 
custodian of the lives of the people? Which is a higher consideration- • 
TO save money or to save life? Sir Henry Wheeler has condemned the 
hartal at Chandpur and the strikes on the ground that the w^elfare of 
coolies had become a subsidiary issue with the local leaders (see page IT 
of the communique). I fully agree with Sir Henry Wheeler. But the 
same charge can be' brought with equal force against Government when 
it maintained the so-called principle of neutrality by adopting the policy 
of non-repatriation. • Has Government after oil succeeded in convinc- 
ing the general public of its position of neutrality? I am afraid the 
net impression is that in this matter the Government sided with capital 
as against labour. * Another deplorable blunder committed by Qovem- 
mept was to send an official to inquire into the matter in which the con- 
duct of officials was in question. At a moment of great excitement, 
at a time when popular feeling was running so high, when the feelings 
of the people were stirred to their depths and when the minds of the 
people^ were agitated and convulsed regarding the action of certain 
officials to send an official to inquire was a stroke of very bad statesman- 
ship. There was a splendid opportunity of appointing a committee with 
a non-official majority. There were non-official members present at 
Datjeeiing on the very day Sir Henry Wheeler left Darjeeling. The 
nokt blunder was to call in the aid of the military police* Nothing 
happened^ I say emphatically, nothing happened on the 19th of Hay 
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which justified the calling in of Gurkha soldiers. What evi- 
dence is there in Sir H^ry Wheeler’s report to show that the local ' 
police was not sufficient to cope with the situation? Is there any evi- 
dence to show that the local police failed to maintain order on May 19th ? 
Absolutely none. It was purely an assumption on Mr. K. C. De’s part 
that the police that he had at his disposal was insufficient. Sir Henry 
Wheeler said on Friday — ^this is how I find it reported in the States- 
7nan — *4Before the military police came Mr. De had 70 police at Chand- 
pur of whom 22 were armed,” and he put it to the Council that ” a force 
of that magnitude was not sufficient to deal with a crowd of 3,000 
coolies who had shown by their attitude on the night of May 19th that 
they were liable to mob suggestions culminating in riotous behaviour. 
It was on that account that Mr. De asked for reinforcement and 50 
men of the military police were sent from Dacca.” 

Mr. De had 70 at his disposal; he got another 50. What material 
difference did 120 men make in relation to the total of 3,000 coolies? 
Where did the significance lay then? Not in the number of men 
brought but in their character. Mr. De wanted a military force. Is 
it any wonder that the popular mind has been so much upset over this? 
The next blunder — Mr. De should have kept the military police in 
reserve until the emergency arose. Every effort should have been made 
to deal with the situation with the help of the local police and the mili- 
tary police should have been utilised in case of absolute necessity. The 
next blunder was to allow Mr. Macpherson to be associated with the 
officials. Did he not represent capital? Is not the position of Gov- 
ernment one of strict neutrality? The principle of neutrality was prac- 
tically thrown to the winds and the position of Government was sadly 
compromised. We cannot therefore blame people very much if they 
have a lurking suspicion in their mind that Government was practically 
siding with the capitalists in this contest. 

These are some of the blunders committed by Government and Gov- 
ernment officials and have given a splendid handle to the non-co-opera- 
tors. The non-co-operators have done immense mischief in the Chand- 
pur affair and it is a pity that Government should help their cause by 
its blunders. I have made these criticisms in the friendliest possible 
spirit. My object is to co-operate with Government to the very utmost; 
but duty demands that the truth must be told however unpleasant it 
may be. 

Babu ANN ADA CHARAN DUTTA: The recent, Chandpur affair is 
stm the burning topic of the day and justly so. It has stirred public 
feeling in an unprecedented way. My own division is the most affected— . 
and my own district of Chittagong has been the storm centre of all that 
* has followed, and perhaps contributed most to the situation. Oiie» there- 
fore, finds it rather difficult to discuss the subject calmly and imparti- 
al^. The facts have been fully referred to by several hon’ble members. 
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lu spite of differences and omissions pointed out in some important 
matters, the main features of the incident stand out boldly 

The first is the exodus of a large number of coolies from Assam. 
Whether the exodus was due to* non-co-operation interferences and niis-^ 
leading of the unsuspecting coolies or the wretched cooly life having 
reached the breaking point, owing to less than living wages and con- 
sequent semi-starvation and misery — or to a combination of both — the 
predisposing economic cause at once catching fire that turned up, it is 
now needless to dilate upon. In this connection, we await the result 
of further inquiry now taken up by the supreme (lovernment and the 
public. The fact, however, remains that such a large number of coolies—- 
who had gone into jungles to eke out some sort of existence — now fully 
destitute and helpless, and many women, children and sick, left the 
gardens, quite unmindful of the fate that awaited them on the way 
and at home. 

The first congestion was at Karimganj, a subdivision of Assam. 
It w^as a very difficult situation in all conscience. They had to he fed 
at public cost from public subsciiptions. Some Tion-co-operation 
leaders went to Karimganj and apparently moved among and aided the 
coolies; it was a capital opportunity to capture their imagination as also 
for doing good to them. The authorities knew and must ha^c known 
what was going on at Karimganj. It was certainly known that Chand- 
pur, which lay on the way to their destination and is a terminus station 
of the Assam Bengal Railway, would soon be a scene of their stranding. 

With or without tickets and sometimes in company of one or other 
of the non-co-operation workers, the coolies managed to reach Ohand- 
pur. To proceed further was not possible, as the Steamer Company’s 
arrangement was such that none could travel free and the destitutov 
coolies had no pice with them. Even ordinarily, Chandpur would be too 
small for such a number of people. The coolies — now derelicts of human- 
ity — without food or clothes — with a number of women and children — 
got absolutely stranded. They stayed squatting over the whole station 
compound. The place was .soon rendered extremely unclean and insani- 
tary and risky for ordinary railway traffic. Cholera and other diseases 
broke out. Whatever food could be got by buying or otherwise, the 
coolies used to cook anywhere and eat even by the side of the dying. 
The Civil Medical Officer of the Assam Bengal Railway, with staff, 
was in attendance, but he could not be equal to the task. The station 
had to be cleared but the coolies did not move. Civil authorities were 
approached for the purpose and they also failed. To the credit of the 
local authorities, it must be said that they wanted co-operation of the 
local people, they asked for the \ise of two school premises then closed 
for the summer but unfortunately there was no response. It is said 
that some people rather incited the coolies to be obstructive. In such 
a situation the only way out of the difficulty lay in gradually sending 
the coolies to Ooalundo by steamer. The Commissioner, Mr. De, 
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accordiiigly pressed hard for their repatriation at State cost, and, in fact, 
the matter was so urgent that two or three batches were sent out in anti- 
cipation of sanction. Repatriation was refused by Government and 
Mr. Macpherson of the Tea Association's said to have been the first 
bearer of the said message. The latter for a time was overflowing with 
kindness for the coolies and promised Rs. 2,000 for raising a structure 
for their stay. Mr. I)e had in the circumstances to join hands with him 
and arranged to build such a structure on the railway football ground. 
The project had to be abandoned when Mr. Macpherson realised that his 
mission to induce the coolies to return to the gardens would not succeed. 
He left without paying a pice. On the night of the 19th May the coolies 
rushed on to the Ooalundo steamer, and some unedifying scenes 
occuiTed. After that Mr. De brought in the Gurkha force and, after 
a few hours of their arrival, the coolies were forcibly evicted with more 
or less severe injuries caused upon their i>ersons. Then the party of 
non-co-operators came out as public champions, and public attention 
was drawn to the coolies, and they have been now sent off. 

These are the salient facts, and upon them various questions of 
construction, State policy and i)ublic rights arise. The position of the 
coolies, the duties and position of the local officials, and of the Govern- 
ment, ihe position of the non-co-operation party, and that of the public 
at large are all mixed up. 

The first question I would ask is— Why was no provision made before- 
hand at Chandpur to meet ihe situation that was certain to arise there 
after the arrival of the coolies? The official version is that the non- 
co-operators had the coolies under them, and were operating with 
them. There is not much affection lost between Government and the 
said party, which has never concealed its views regarding Government. 
Can the Government plead that they had no information of what was 
taking place at Karimganj, or that it was not their duty to take any 
steps beforehand to meet the expected situation at Chandpur? To 
plead the latter is to confess utter incompetency and to say the "former 
will be something too -much for the public to accept. 

This omission accounts perhaps for the spectacle of local authorities 
requesting co-operation of people of known contrary views and courting 
a sure refusal. 

The second point is the refusal of Government to repatriate the 
coolies. To my mind this is the vital point both as regards the 
principle underlying the refusal, — and the after effects of the refusal.. 

Not only unanimous public opinion, but strong urging by the local 
authorities must have made it abundantly clear to Government that there 
was no other alternative but to repatriate the coolies at Government 
expense, or to let them suffer and die like flies at Chandpur, endangering 
public health, safety and sanitation of Chandpur and .East Bengal eloseljfr 
connected with Chandpur ..by railway and eteameTt The dnty of the 
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State to render medical aid seems to have been recognised to some extent 
at least, thanks to the Hon*ble Sir Surendra Ntith Banerjea, but the duty 
to repatriate was not. The proposal would cost about Ra. 10,000, and 
how many ten thousands have sinca been lost over this matter P The 
refusal was on a philosophical ground of non-interference in disputes 
between Labour and Capital. So our Government can grow philosophi- 
cal sometimes when it suits their purpose, and throw practical wisdom to 
the winds ! The State has to preserve society and it is to avoid evils 
flowing from stranding of persons that repatriation is made. The dic- 
tates of humanity also demanded it. We of the nether world <'an hardly 
appreciate why the policy of giving medical aid was recognised and that 
of repatriation refused by the same Government. The coolies at Chand- 
pur were no longer tea garden coolies. They had already left the gar- 
dens several hundred miles behind. They had come into another 
Province. Strikers or no strikers, time and distance had completely 
breached their position as employees. Nor were they indentured coolies. 
Unlike strikers, they were determined not to return to the tea gardens on 
any- condition whatsoever. Is it not insincerity of language to say that 
the dispute between Labour and Capital continued at Cbandpur even? 

The Muhajarins who had left India fof avowed political reasons could 
be repatriated. The very Chandpur coolies could be repatriated from 
Naihati and Asansol, but the Empire would be at stake to get ihem out 
from Chandpur. If some people ascribed the refusal to some genial 
feelings in some high quarters towards the capitalists of Assam, can you 
complain much? One cannot forget that the miserable lot of humanity 
at Chandpur was necessary for exploitation or development of Assam 
jungles by some privileged classes. If this has pleased any one it is the 
non-co-operator friends of Government. They have got another handle 
to prove that the people have got no voice in the Government and the 
Reforms Council Government is only a show. Surely it is time that this 
should be mended. 

The next point is the indenting of the Gurkhas and using them to 
fol*cibly eject the coolies. I shall not refer to any personal act of any one. 

I shall disciiss the matter on principle. In short-sightedness and injudi- 
oiousness it was only next to the refusal to repatriate the coolies. In view 
of State policy and humanity, one cannot but strongly condemn this 
measure. Eastern Bengal people since the days of partition have had 
several and various experiences of Gurkha postings and each time with 
regrettable consequences to them and to the lasting evil name to Govern- 
ment.^ These Gurkhas — ^rather some Assamese going by that name— do 
not or feign not to understand the language or anything of the people 
they are picketed upon. They seem to be a class of people not far 
removed £rom certain animals meant only to carry out understood or mis- 
understood orders of their superiors. Friend or foe is all alike and they * 
seem to find pleasure in annoying and inconveniencing everyone on every 
occsuiion without rhyme or reason. Their very sight is irritating. They 
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are looked upon as instruments of oppression and repression.. Was it 
advisable to get«sucli a force to evict the destitute coolies at GbandpurP 
I do not forget for a moment the trying circumstances of the local officials 
at Chandpur. The difficult situation created by non-co-operation in the 
locality and Government’s refusal to repatriate the coolies was certainly 
a little too much for them. Here were the large number of destitute 
coolies including women and children ill and dying, absolutely stranded 
at the station — their way out was closed and doubly secured by the mis- 
understanding of the Government instnictions by the Steamer Company. 
They themselves could not realise why they were being debarred while 
others had already been sent oif free. Despair, anxiety and exasperation 
due to unequal treatment pins the tempting steamer close by induced 
them to make a rush into the steamer and with what results you have 
heard. The station had to be cleared but the coolies had no place to go. 
One may therefore feel for the local officials, still, that is no justifica- 
tion though it may be a palliation. The Hon’ble Sir Henry's halting 
explanation that 70 police force including 20 armed ones was not sufficient 
is a little difficult to accept. 

Before I have dojie I would like to refer to the steamer and railway 
strikes that followed in the wake of the Chandpiir affair and which has 
subjected a whole division to unspeakable misery and inconvenience. 
My poor district has practically been bottled up and has been passing as it 
were through a nightmare for about a month and a half. Trade has been 
dislocated, traffic closed, locomotion stopped. Even a son cannot go to 
attend the death-bed of his mother at home. Prices have gone up a 
hundredfold. J^ocalities have been kept in darkness for want of oil- 
supply. Violence, iniiniidulion — expressed and by anonymous letter 
— have been resorted to. Respectable gentlemen do not even dare to sit 
downstairs. Non-strikers and their sympathisers are treated to things 1 
cannot mention here with decency. Attempts to settle the strikes by 
some gentlemen did not siKTeed and normal times are not yet in sight. 
The callers of the strikes did so, taking advantage of the situation at 
Chandpur created by the refusal of Government not to repatriate the 
coolies. They are certainly responsible for the dark situation now obtain- 
ing in Chittagong and bringing misery to the people and more so the 
large number of the railway employees and iiltimate ruin to their fami- 
lies. They all belong to the middle classes and there iano other opening 
for them. One cannot read with indifference such passages in the Press 
that hundreds of dismissed, helpless, railway employees with their 
families have got stranded at Gauhati or a pathetic appeal to newcomers 
to desist from taking the bread from the mouth of the old people now out 
on stidke and the like. Whether the appeal is proper or will be attended 
to is a different matter. It shows however the miserable plight to which 
% a number of railway employees have been reduced and who is responsible 
for ^1 thisP I confess to a sense of regard to sincere non-co-operators 
au^ fully appreicate their ideals aqd realise the service they have done in 
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bringing about an all-round civic conscioiisneBs in the country. I do not 
see eye to eye with their modus operandi. The prominent leaders have 
plainly spoken out about the Chittagong strikes and that is a relief. In 
fact the playing with the railway employees as pawns or toys for ulterior 
purposes, which has brought about such a miserable situation, cannot be 
too much condemned. I am told the Chittagong leaders who iirst opposed 
the strike succumbed to pressure. The member having reached the i ;me- 
limit had to resume his seat. 

Babu NITYA DHON MUKHERJEE: I move that the question be 
now put. 

The motion being put, a division was taken with the result that the 
motion for closure was declared lost. 

Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: At the iisk of being misjudged and 
misunderstood, at the risk of making no new friends and losing all iny 
old ones, I beg to oppose all the resolutions that ask for a committee ! 

I congratulate the hon'ble members who have brought in all 
these various resolutions in the first flush of their generous impulse. 
When the whole of Bengal, perhaps the whole of India, was thrilled 
with flaming details of what had occurred at Ohandpiir, and accounts 
were pouring in of the barbarities and inhumanities practised there, it 
was right that we should, too, bear a portion of the burden of our 
country and rush to take part in personal knowledge and experience. 
But since then the atmosphere has been considerably cleared. The 
exaggerated reports of the death and destruction retailed to us for llm 
purpose of breediug in us righteous indignation against an unrighteous 
government have dwindled down to stories of bruises and wounds. I 
ask you, Sir, who were those who were responsible for those false 
rumours, and why were they spread, and in justice I appeal to the mem-i 
hers when they sit in judgment upon all but themselves not to forget 
those who, by a campaign of the most abominable lies, deliberately 
sought to create an unholy discontent throughout the land, for all discon- 
tent which is based on calumny and lies as godless ami unholy. And 
if these reports had passed unchallenged and with what an orgy of 
crimes and excesses would we not have been regaled, with what wrath 
would we not have risen to tear asunder the fabric of government. I have 
no faith in those who could stoop to such callous lies to seiwe their aims ; 

I have no faith in those who could continue to defile judicial inquiries 
with judicious falsehoods; who could teach and instruct and distort 
and intimidate for their own ends; who with impossible stories have 
taken in public-spirited though extremely gullible men, whom no amount 
of disillusion will cure of their godly simplicity. An inquiry at this 
stage will be valueless : firstly, it wifl be tainted ; secondly, what guar* 
antee is there that it will not be boycotted lest the truth be discovered; r 
thirdly, the real evidence must have disappeared^ and the best evidence is 
now widely scattered on the road to Madras, Qorakhpore, or the Central 
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Provinces, dead or alive. And what will be the nature or extent of the 
inquiry? If really our hearts bleed at the miseries t^t the cooli^ have 
«u.stained and are still undergoing, if really we are anxious that justice 
should he done between party and party, and our hearts, I say, are rent 
asunder as we consider their pitiable situation, then why these one- 
sided resolutions? We must go right back and we must come down to^ 
the present. We must inquire as to the cause of this tremendous exo-‘ 
dus— wliether the stones of six pice a day retailed by hefty coolies 
whom the privations of the trek had not suflS.ced to wear down Ure true 
or whether the statement that the tea gardens were paying enormous 
losses vatlier than lose their labour power has foundation in fact ; whether 
agitators and others who play fast and loose with the great name of 
Mahiitiiia Gandhi dnl not feed them with false hopes and extravagant 
slovies, it may be, I am leady to admit without the knowledge of the 
Central hotly, or whether it was really an economic dispute. We must 
inquire what precautions these gentlemen had taken to receive the be- 
guiled coolies, what conveniences they had arranged for them, or whether 
they had left them to shii't for themselves and find an e«isy way out of 
their troubles in death, disease and starvation. We must inquire what 
was Ihe ccnditiou of the coolies when they arrived at Ohandpur, why 
they wore ejected from the station and all the circumstances connected 
w'ith that lu: happy incident. And the inquiry must not stop heie, 
although all the memhers seem to concentrate their attention on this 
one occurrence. We must inquire, if inquiry be necessary in view of the 
<leclare(l fact that the strike ivas political and was inauj^u rated lor the 
purpose of bringing the Government down to its knees — to quote the 
exact wM)rds :■ -wdiy the strike took place and what were its results. 
On whom should the blame for the death of these 300 coolies and more 
lie? On Government for lefusing to help repatriation by money, or on 
the strikers for stopping provision and medicine, when these were the 
most necessary, and for refusing to transport the coolies when facilities 
were available. In the midst of a frenzy at an incident that did not 
occasion any loss of life, why do we choose to ignore that merciless con- 
duct, so lightly undertaken, that spelt death and destruction to so many 
liapless people. And then we must proceed further and see how many 
have sucuinbed to that callious apathy which caste breeds and which 
dries up the well of human affection and sympathy. Such a comprehen- 
sive inquiry will take u,s far afield and will embrace at least six provin- 
ces. And again, what need for an inquiry or a committee P We know 
the facts, all the facts, and w^e can draw our own conclusions. It mat- 
ters little if there are differences in detail, but the broad facts are before 
us. Even adopting Sir Henry Wheeler's report, we can draw oui‘ own 
conclusions, and the conclusions that we come to is that there is much in 
it that we condemn. It can be alleged there were medical treasons why 
Ue coolies should be segregated and why they should be spread over a 
wider surface, that it was essential it should be done at night to prev^t 
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conflict with the non*Go-operators who had fed tlie coolies with hopes as 
to finding a train, that, in view of the fact that there were more than 
3,fl00 coolies, the damage occasioned was surprisingly little* It may 
even* be alleged that the officer concerned may have made a mistake, an 
error of judgment, in moving the sick, the weakly, the women and 
children, at dead of night and in flickering darkness, out of a shed ou 
to an open ground, sodden and soft, an enor of judgment, which, in the 
light of the fact that the atmosphere was electric al and no hones were 
broken or lives lost, may be condoned. We condemn the conduct as in- 
hunian and heartless. We require no inquiry to convince us of the fact, 
the whole Council and the whole country thinks alike. And the Gur- 
khas — their very name raises our hostility. Fed by reports of their 
savagery, of their exploits in distant climes, where to cut off the noses 
of Germans was their hobby, and the collection of German ears their 
pastime — we do not love them. We would discard them, have nothing 
to do with them where they can be brought into contact with the civi- 
lian population except under the severest necessity or in the case of an 
armed revolt. Then what need is there for an inquiry? Are we out to 
do justice? All the resolutions, all the speeches of those gentlemen who 
press for an inquiry have prejudged the situation, have condemned the 
incidents at Chandpur in the strongest terms, and no amount of specious 
arguments and tender exiiressions of solicitude that we wish to liolil an 
inquiry for the purpose of rehabilitating the Government in the love 
and confidence of the people can conceal their views. Do we want a 
trial where the judges have made up their minds? llow do we stand 
then ourselves at the bar of justice? Are we not deliberately trying to 
turn the enquiry into judicial farce? Are we not sinning where before 
we have condemned others for sinning? Why even Babu Surenclm 
Nath Mullick coolly and calmly and deliberately tells us, prejudges 
that the story regarding bayonet grounds must have been true, and that 
Sir Henry Wheeler must liave been misinformed by those who were 
themselves responsible for the wounds, forgetting the high authority of 
Mr. Audi'ews who can never be accused of bearing aiiy affection for the 
Government where coolies are concerned. And why does he forget that 
those who spread the rumours are those who were responsible for the 
miseries and the death of the coolies, those who found an opportunity to 
divert the attention and the odium of the country from their monstmus 
crimes to the Government and flooded the country with lurid falsehoods. 

I say that it will be a disgrace to our sense of justice, a disgrace to our 
sense of proportion, if we allow ourselves to be led to seek an inquiry 
where the judges have already prejudged the guilt. If for one moment 
I thought that a committee of inquiry would appease or give satisfaction 
to country I would have been in favour of it. But new forces have 
risen, new deyelopments are taking place with startling rapidity. We 
should be cominitting a fatal mistake, if we sanctioned the committee - 
we should be impliedly apx>Toving of the conduct of those who, beguiled 
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by the exaggerated stories of the incident, have overwhelmed the whole 
country in a catastrophe. We should be approving of a conduct that the 
whole country, non-co-operator or otherwise, condemns. For who will 
8i>eak of the stranding of coolies at Karimganj, out off from the world 
and at the mercy of fate, sending wire after wire to relieve them from 
their helpless situation, who will speak of the miseries that Eastern 
Bengal is now passing through at the hands of, I was going to say, 
non-co-operators, hut I will not exalt them with that epithet, who will 
speak of the privations that the people have to suffer, who will speak of 
the intimidation that they are subjected to, of the violence of the dirtiest 
kind they have to bear, and who w’ill protest? To them the Chandpur 
iiKudent lives merely as a precursor of dread times — a matter only re- 
(‘alled by their untold sufferings. T, therefore, Sir, do not advocate a 
committee of inquiry; lei the smouldering embers slumber to extinction. 
Wliat new fires are now raging in Eastern Bengal before which that 
puny conflagration was as the light of a glow-worm in the sun. There 
is still one other attitude of the Government that we have failed to appre- 
ciate and regard with disapproval. This is the first opportunity that 
Government has had to gather our opinion on the subject of repatriation 
and it is right that it should know it. Government may tell us that if 
it were to repatriate the coolies it would give a fresh incentive to a fur- 
ther and a greater exodus, it would be taking sides in this labour or poli- 
tico-labour dispute and that it was the duty of those who were responsible 
for the exodus to have arranged for their removal. But let not Gov- 
ernment ignore the sentiment — ^an overwhelming sentiment — in favour 
of their repatriation. If we choose to forget, when we picture their 
miseries at Chandpur, that they have ceased to be Assam tea coolies, but 
are merely a struggling, helpless mass of miserable Indian people, why 
should not Govern nient be prevailed upon to revise its opinion, saving 
always that the Government of India does not choose to bear the burden 
which is rightly hers? And if, after this, we claim money for sanita- 
tion, education and tlie like, and Government tells us that it is thus 
fhat the money has been dissipated, we shall bow to fate, hut We shall 
have had the satisfaction of having done one good act, and curtailed 
the miseries of thousands. Then why, once more I ask, do we claim an 
enquiry? fs there any amongst us who doubts what constitutes the guilt 
and who is the guilty party ? Is there one amongst us whose mind is 
not made up and vho is inclined to give the benefit of the doubt to the 
Govetument? xXiid I am betraying no secret of the lobby when I say 
that there is none such, if there is one such with us let him, Sir, vote for 
a committee. Therefore, Sir, believing, as I do, that the appointment of 
a committee will be futile, superfluous, impolitic and unfair, and voic- 
ing. T feel sure, the seniiiueut of this House that there Is much in this 
incident l»e deidored aiid condemned, even on the report Huhmitted 
td the country by Sir Henry Wheeler, I beg to support the resolution of 
Babu Jatindra Nath Basu 
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MbU AMtILYA DHONE ADDY: 1 beg to move that the question 
be now pul. 

The motion was then put and a division was taken with result 
that the motion for closure was declared lost. 

Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: From the trend of the 
discussion it is clear that we are all agreed that those who arc respon- 
sible for this crime should be adequately punished so that such incidents 
might not occur again. 

Now, Sir, if we only look through the reports, nay, if we only examine 
the Government version, it would be patent to every one in the House 
that, defend how much we may, and making the greatest allowance to the 
exigencies which the Government officials had to meet there, there can be 
no gainsaying that their action was overhasty, injudicious and relentless. 
The officials there have proved themselves utterly unfit to cope with any- 
thing extraordinary, they have proved themselves utterly unfit for and 
incapable of managing a serious situation w^hich requires tactful treat- 
ment. In short, they lack the primary qualification of an administrator 
viz., tact. ‘ Sir, in the official report, a lame excuse has been made to the 
effect that for sanitary reasons the coolies had to be forcibly removed 
from the station platform. But did that sanitary reason first dawn into 
the brains of these eminent administrators in the dead of night P The 
coolies had been gathering at the station for days before their eviction. 
It required only about 20 armed men to remove the coolies^ but before the 
arrival of the Gurkhas there were already at Chandpur on that clay 28 
armed policemen and 42 ordinary police. Were the officials so sleepy 
during daytime, that this brilliant idea of sanitary reason never occurred 
to them then? Did the cool night breeze of the Padma waft it into their 
brains? And, Sir, did that idea at once become so imperious, an obsession 
I may say, that it must be realised then, the very night, without any 
appreciable time being left between the order of eviction and its reali- 
sation? And, Sir, no enquiry was made whether any sick persons or 
delicate women were amongst them. Twenty ferocious Gurkhas were 
let loose on them. Sir, it is heartless, it is brutal. We hear 
of misdeeds in Armenia. Do not the Turkish reports also allege 
that some loss of life had occurred, some hardships had been entailed 
because it was thought fit to remove the Armenians from a certain 
quarter. Sir, it is said that no bones were broken, no bayonet thrusts 
were made in that valiant raid of the Gurkhas led by the Commissioner 
himself. Very creditable to the Commissioner Sahib. Sir, gloze what 
we may, the indelible stigma remains. But, Sir, all our expostulations, 

* evqp (hir humble requests to have the fair name of the British Raj rehabi- 
litated by censuring the erring officers, have met with a lofty air of irri- ^ 
tating self-complacency, an air of provocative defiance. We had all 
expected a reply from the Government Member evincing some amount 
of sympathy, but instead a justification has been sought to be made of 
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actions which to no conscience should be justified. I wonder how an 
exculpation of a midnight raid on a helpless crowd of destitute men, 
women and children can be attempted by a Government which, if not 
responsible to us, is undoubtedly responsible to the British Parliament. 
Sir, if such an unbending attitude of the Government be seriously main- 
tained, then we shall have no other alternative left to us save pressing 
for the appointment of a committee to challenge the veracity of the 
conclusions arrived at by the Government. 

And then, Sir, we must examine the Government reports and the 
vspirit with which the inquiry was conducted. I shall quote only one 
sentence from the Wheeler Report. It runs as follows : — 

A man with a small wound on tho top of his bead; he said that this had been 
inflicted with a bayonet; if so, the assailant must have been remarkably tall. 

Sir, to the inquiring official it does not occur that the man might have 
been sitting or lying down when he was struck. He does not say whether 
it was really a bayonet wound or not, or might not have been caused by 
it. lie ridicules the whole thing and in bantering tone leaves it off with 
a remark on the stature of the possible assailant. Sir, a spirit of distrust 
of everything detrimental to the fair name of the Government servants, 
pervades his inciuiry. He seems to have made up his mind from before 
and goes there and makes this inquiry to uphold that fair name. 

Sir, we all know how much this Chandpur incident has stirred up the 
feeling of the people in that part of the country. It cannot he denied 
that this has given a great impetus to the non-co-operation movement all 
over Bengal. Any fresh inquiry by a committee of this Council is sure 
to rake up unpleasant memories, over again. I know. Sir, that it is for 
this reason that many of us, if possible, would like to avoid wsucb an 
inquiry. But this would depend on the attitude of the Government. 
We cannot allow the Government to shoulder the blame by defending an 
absolutely indefensible action of its officials, however high they may be 
placed. The blundering officials must be punished. 

And, Sir, we feel it all the more keenly, and shame is all the more 
doubled when we consider that amongst the authors of this harrowing 
deed are included some of oiir own countrymen. What a painful blow it 
is to our national pride that some of our own kith and kin, placed in posi- 
tions of great responsibility, have failed to rise equal to the situation. 
But still, Sir, the love for our own countrymen raised to high positions 
must not interfere with any strong expression of disapprobation. Neither 
our clannish spirit nor the bogey of official prestige should he allowed to 
stand in the way of our meting out proper deserts to their supreme 
tactlessness. 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: Sir, the other day, t.e., on 
, Friday last, I came prepared to support Mr. Basu*e resolution. But after 
having heard the Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler on the aide of the Govern- 
ment I have got to revise my ideas. For when it is apparent th^t the 
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(^Y6tiim«irt has no open mind in this matter/ when it insists that the 
local officials were in the right and further perseveres in thinking that it 
will be wrong to suppose that the local officials can tell anything but the 
truth and the whole truth, I think it is futile to press Mr. Ilasu’s resolu- 
tion. 1 have, therefore, come to think, Sir, that there is no other option 
but to support a committee. 

Sir, the Hon'ble Sir Henry Wheeler made much of the exaggerations 
appearing in a certain section of a press. Hut is it very unnatural that 
ugly rumours and certain baseless exaggerations will gain currency with 
regard to such an unusual and serious affair before the publication of a 
Government report P Again if the newspaper reports and the non-official 
versions are totally false and misleading and are nothing but canards, is 
it proved thereby that the official reports and the Government versions 
give only the truth in the fullest measure and there can be no sujtinessio 
veri about them ? Even if we admit what Sir Henry Wheeler says about 
exaggerations must vre forget our school logic and take the official 
reports to be the gospel truth, and perversions of the facts and too much 
colours where there are none? Take the events of the 19th May. If the 
rumour of anybody getting drowned be untrue so also the statement of 
the Director of Information that the coolies on that night assaulted 
Mr. Maepherson and Mr. Sinha. For Sir H(»nry Wheeler himself says 
in his report that Mr. Maepherson was ^Miustled’' and an “attempt'' 
was made to strike Mr. Sinha. And how impartial is the official report in 
referring to others among the coolies? The youths of Cluiiulpur who after- 
wards turned out to be the stretcher-bearers of the cholera-stricken 
coolies, if found moving about them must he taken to have been inciting 
them, while Mr. Maepherson's presence seems to be open to no objection 
and cannot lead to any excitement and trouble. 

Then coming to the events of the 20th night, well, let me admit it is 
a gross exaggeration to report that there were about 100 casualtiesT let 
me admit further that the number of casualties was not largc^r than TO, as 
stated by the Director of Information, but it is not a false statement to 
record, as the Director of Information did, that “ the local civil medical 
officer examined all the cases, " when it is stated, in the Government 
comviuniqiiS, that “ Mr. De sent a Sub-Assistant Surgeon next morning 
but he was given no facilities to see the injured." Is it no deliberate 
exaggeration to state, “ It is denied that any were asleep, " when it is 
perfectly well known that a large number among the coolies were women, 
children and diseased? How, again, to assess the truth of the statement, 
Sir, in view of the Associated Press telegram of the 21st instant, “ That 
they did not make any attempt to board the steamer but slept 
peacefully? " 

An aspersion it. might surely be to allege that there were motives of 
retaliation in using the Gurkhas. But was it a correct appreciation of 
foots to sfote that the local police was ^^insufficient" when admittedly 
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the constables managed to keep back the coolies '' on the night of the 
19th? 

Again it may be admitted, Sir, that the story of the Gurkhas walking 
over the bodies of the coolies is a myth, but where has appeared the truth 
of the booted kicks ** deposed to by so many of the coolies and the 
station staff? The story of the use of bayonets may be a fabrication in 
spite of the statements of the coolies but how to explain the punctured 
wounds ? Are jokes sufficient to explain them away ? 

In such a state of things a committee of inquiry seems absolutely 
necessary, and I demand a committee of inquiry because untruths have 
got to be nailed whether they be exaggerations or understatements. I 
demand a committee of inquiry, Sir» because the public are loth to believe 
that force was at all necessary or justifiable to evict the coolies. The 
country is not prepared to believe, Sir, without a due inquiry that 
sanitary reasons became so pressing at midnight or that there was any 
reasonable ground of “ fear ** that the coolies would rush the steamer on 
the night of the 20th. And, Sir, I believe in a committee of inquiry 
because more facts were elicited by the Hunter Committee than either 
the Home Member in the Imperial Council or the Chief Secretary of the 
Punjab was prepared to admit. 

Babu NIBARAN CHANDRA DAB GUPTA: I want to make one 
or two remarks though it is not very pleasant to get up at the end of 
the day, after several motions for ‘‘ closure have been moved, to 
make a speech in this House, but the importance of the subject and the 
intensity of the public feeling on it, necessitate an open and candid 
expression of opinion on the part of those wlio come here as represent- 
ative of the people. That is the only consideration that prompts me 
to address this House at this hour. Sir, it strikes me that after all the 
speeches we have heard and all the reports we have read — ^I don^t mean 
only the newspaper reports— -the official reports and the non-official 
reports and all the stories that have reached us, there is-the outstanding 
fact, which nobody can deny, that, on the night of the 20th May, some 
** inhuman ” act was perpetrated by the military police at Chandpur. 
I coll the act ‘‘ inhuman ” not because the Gurkhas obeyed the orders 
of the authorities' f because they are bound to do it) but because we 
know full well the conduct of these military police (we know to our 
regret how the military police behaved in the partition days at Bakar- 
ganj by breaking the head of a pleader who is now in the good graces 
of Government). We know full well what outrages were committed. 
The difference between the civil police and military police composed 
not entirely of the Gurkhas but of lower class people of Assam is tbis^ 
that the civil police are more human, whereas the military. are not. So 
that 18 a point which we .should never miss, hut did the circtunstaiK^ 
that transpired at Chandpur necessitate the employment of the nixHtaiy 
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police P We are not convinced that the circumstancee were such. 
Thronghout the 19th of May, of course, besides the attempt of the 
ignorant and iUiterate coolies to board the steamer, rushing the gang- 
way, we do not think that there was any attempt or act on the part of 
the coolies, showing that they were going to break the law or disturb 
the public tranquillity. Of course, if there was any attempt at assault 
upon the Subdivisional Officer or upon anybody, that had to Ikj i>ut 
down, but could not that be put down (and as a matter of fact it was 
put down) by the civil i>olice? On the 20th of May, throughout the 
day, there was no disturbance whatsoever. These poor coolies were 
putting up in the station-yard. We know full well, and gentlemen 
belonging to this House know full well, how these coolies live. It is 
said that they made the 8 tation- 5 ^ard very insanitary, untidy and 
unclean. If that was so, throughout the day, was any attempt made to 
remove the coolies from the station-yard? It appears that no such 
attempt was ever made. Then again it was only after the arrival of the 
Gurkha military police at 8-30 p.m. that this idea, took possession of the 
local officials- Of course, whether it was previously considered or not, 
whether there was a plan or preparation or not, we do not know. Wo 
know this much, that after the last train had left, when it was close 
upon 11 or 12 o’clock, when most of the cdolies must have gone to sleep, 
or some of them might have been cooking their food or have been awake, 
Gurkhas were let loose upon them. There was absolute^j^ nothing to 
discredit the story that some of the coolies were asleep; and who were 
tliose coolies? Some men, some women and some children — very weak 
X^eople, deeply distressed people, who came all the way from Assam. 
They were very weak. Was it absolutely necessary to remove them 
from the station-yard at that hour of the night, and if so, should they 
have been removed to a field which was close to the station-yard, 
namely, the football ground? Would their location there remove the 
danger of cholera spreading towards the town? Further, were any 
arrangements made for the location of the coolies in the football ground? 
Was any shed put up? Nothing of the kind was done. Whatever 
view of the situation we may take, regarding which false accounts and 
false rumours have been spread, we cannot shut our eyes to the out- 
standing facts that there was absolutely no reason for setting the Gur- 
kha military police upon the innocent, ignorant and half-starvcrl ex^olies 
at that hour of the night, and it is that feeling, and that sense of indigna- 
tion which I intended to place on record by addressing this House on 
this subject. Then again it strikes me that, with regard to the ciues- 
tion of inquiry, I am also of opinion that a committee of inquiry at this 
stage is absolutely useless and that it is no use whipping a dead horse. 
Not only that, we know what' these committees will do, and many 
speakers have pointed out the difficulty in the way of a coin'mittee going 
fully into this question, but it seems to me that these are not only our 
rieWfi — views of moderate men — but this morning a nationalist paper 
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used tliese words with regard to the proposition for appointing a com-- 
mittee of iuquiry. The Servant says: — 

No useful purpose could be served by an inquiry of the kind prayed for. It will 
merely be a waste of public money, while the excitement whidi is likely to be 
engendered would only serve to accentuate racial bitterness. 

But that is no reason why this Council, representing the people of 
Ueiigal, should not have something to say with regard to the incident of 
the ‘^Oth of May. Of course, I am not very singular in my opinion. The 
other day the Lord Bishop of Calcutta, in the Calcutta Diocesan Record^ 
said : — 

Under existing conditions a Government charged to maintain law and order may 
be compelled to employ force. 1 gravely doubt from the evidence which has been 
furnished whether such a necessity existed at Cliandpur — ^but do we, as Christians, 
realise that the employment of force is a confession of moral and spiritual im- 
potence. . . 

This is the view of the head of the English Church in this country. 
So, this is not only the Indian opinion hut also the soundest European 
opinion with regard to this incident. 

Then, Sir, there is one point which may admit of some inquiry hut 
I may be confronted with the remark that th^se matters relate to Absaui. 
However so far as we are concerned, we have lo ascertnin by an inquiry, 
namely, what led tlie coolies to make this exodus. I.o doubt, Mr. Wat- 
son-Smyth hju^ said that these non-co-oi)erator8 or political agitators 
induced these poor coolies to break their contract and to run away. 
That is a very one-sided statement. Up-to-date we nave got no names, 
no list of the agitators, or how they got access and worked in the tea 
gardens. So, that is a point which should be considered in the interests 
of the tea industry of Bengal, namely, the districts of Darjeeling, 
Jalpaiguri and Dooars wherefrom there has been no exodus. Never- 
theless, it is not unlikely that the same thing may happen with regard 
to the tea districts in Bengal. That is a matter no doubt for inq\iiry. 

Then with regard to the observations of Mr. Watson-Smyth, what- 
ever his ix>int and conchisions may be, we are prepa^t^ to accept his 
dictum, that whatever has happened has happened. Nevertheless, we 
must condemn the high-handedness, that act of inhumanity, and that 
unchristian act which was done on the night of the 20th of May in 
Ghandpur. There are cei*tain chapters in the history of a nation, which 
bad bettor not be written. The incident of the 20th May constitutes 
materials in the history of Bengal which should be smirched with black 
ink or tarred with coal tar. We are prepared to forget everything but 
the consequences subsist. 

With regard to the apfiointment of a committee, 1 have , already 
expessed my opinion that I have no faith in such committees. Further 
after such a lapse of time, such a committee would be useh^ 

There is one other point about which I have to ihake one or 
remarks. It has been suggested—I do not khow #hat amount of 
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that this exodus was due to political agitators. These coolies came to 
Chandpur and by their stay at Chandpur, and by spreading cholera and so 
iorth, rendered that little town so very insanitary that on sanitary 
grounds alone the Government came forward to alleviate the sufferings 
of the coolies. So far, so good. But why did not the Government of 
Bengal spend, say, Rs. 10,000 or Rs. 15,000 for repatriating these coolies P 
The answer is that Government shoiild not interfere when the question 
is between Labour and Capital. Very w'ell. You said at the ^ery 
beginning that this was not a labour dispute. If it was not a labour 
issxie, what was the difficulty of siiending Rs. 10,000 or Rs. 15,000 and 
that for the sake of humanity? Well, the Government of Bengal can 
siiend more than a lakh of rupees in defending a Sub-Inspector of 
Police against a libel which was published in one of the vernacular 
papers in Calcutta, but the Government of Bengal was not ])repared to 
spend Rs. 10,000 for reiiatriating these coolies! On sanitary grounds 
also, rei'i'.triation was the best course to be adopted because if they could 
il>e romeveJ at once, there would have been no danger with regard to the 
infection spreading throughout Chandpur or «he district of Tippera. 
On no ground whatsoever, can we support the policy of the Government 
in folding its hands and in not spending a little amount of money for 
repatriating these coolies because the cooKes, by their presence at Chand- 
pur UJ der those civcumstanoes, created a situation which had to be met 
and eased by Government. 

Wuh these words and with the object of having on record the sense 
of this House II ve to support the resolution which has bc^on proposed 
by Babu Jatindra Nath Basu, and I think the resolution would ha\e 
been much better if to that the resolution which is to be moved by luy 
friend Babu Surendra Nath Ray would have been tagged, that is to say, 
the Government should be asked and requested not to employ the mili- 
tary |X)lice under circumstances like this, in future, because tliat would 
avoid many difficulties, because that would go a great way towards what 
the Government want to do to make the British rule popular and stable 
in this country, and to bring to the {leople’s minds that the Government 
is based upon righteousness, equity and justice. With these words, I 
beg to support the resolution which has been moved by ray friend Babu 
Jatindra Nath Basu. 

Babu FANINDRALAL DE: The unprovoked assault on the poor and 
suffering coolies at Chandpur at dead of night, on the 20th of May last, 
has once more demonstrated our utter helplessness against the caprices 
of the Executive officers. Even the most selfish and self-sufficient 
amongst us has felt the humiliation of the Gurkha blows at Chandpur. 
The^ facts are well known and need no repetition. It may be safely 
asserted that the tragedy could have been avoided. The obliging execu* 
five appears to have identified themselves too much with Mr. Maepher- 
son of the Tea Planters Association and the interests which he repre- 
sented and lost their head at the slightest provocation. The services of 
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of the militai-y were requUitioned as usual on the pleas that it was the 
last resort, when all other devices for grappling effectively with the 
situation failed. Are we to understand that the extremity was reached 
at Chandpur, simply because the Railway station swarmed with the 
ghostlike apparitions of lean and haggard coolies P Are people not 
safe even when they are fast asleep at dead of night? Are not even 
the poor, aged and infirm, women and babies, the sick and the dying 
entitled to any humane consideration from the hands of the bureau- 
cracy? We seek in vain for illumination on these points in the official 
report. The three thousand people could not leave the place the very 
moment they were expected to do so; they had among them men physi- 
cally unfit to move a step without help and still it was declared an 
unlawful assembly. The Gurkhas were let loose by the civil authorities 
and they played the most inhuman part of the episode. On being inter- 
viewed by the local leaders, they had the amasing frankness to maintain 
that they wanted to create an impres.sion and they ended the interview 
with the vulgar threat of letling the Gurkhas loose in the town. A thrill 
of indignation swept over the country. 

MEMBER in charge of POLITICAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Sir Henry Wheeler): The hon’ble member is doubtless aware that Mr. De 
has denied having made any such statement. 

Babll FANINDRALAL DE: I beg to withdraw that statement. 

Mere proclamations of racial equalitj' and rights of citizenship mean 
nothing. It is the spirit in which they arc carried into piuctice that 
affects the people. Unless these are mere idle professions the authori- 
ties should not try to whitewash the situation. The broad facts are 
quite clear and there is no need of any inquiry by a committee or com- 
mission. What is needed is prompt action. A committee of inquiry 
will only postpone, if not shelve, the whole question. If necessary, we 
can discuss the matter in the light of the vaiious reports that are avail- 
able and come to a decision here and know as to what action is to be 
takep. Let the authors ol the crime, whoever and whal^ver they may 
be, be brought forward and given suitable punishments. Pre.stige is 
not greater than justice. And we w'ant nothing more or nothing less 
than even-handed justice. We further want that there should be no 
repetition of such atrocities in future. 

Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahcdur; I desire to make 
a few observations with regard to the several resolutions moved. There 
is a similarity of thought in several resolutions asking for the formation 
of ^ committee to inquire into and report to Government so that Gov- 
ernment may take such action as is neces.sary. One resolution aims at 
a suggestion for action being taken, without the appointment of a com- 
mittee. What proc^duTO is to be adopted? If 1 feel the-pulse of the 
people correctly there is C4>nsiderable desire on th^ti;.part to have .:a 
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further inquiry by a competent committee. The people of this vast pro- 
vince are of opinion that the coolies at Chandpur have been maltreated 
and assaulted lyithoiit any justification. This impression or, say, firm 
ifjea is not based upon sands. The whole country has got several ver- 
sions of the affairs — official and non-official. They have outlined a pic- 
ture in their minds about the midnight raid by Gurkhas— the wounded 
coolies weeping and crying — the terrible Gurkhas like the messengers of 
Tama — the coolies being driven from tbe place of their shelter at dead of 
night, running to save their lives with bahies in their arms, and this 
in the presence of Government high officials, the protectors of their life 
and liberty. The picture presents no exaggeration. This gather 
from the dry and solid facts supplied in the official communique. These 
facts have also been supplied to the Council by the movers and by tlie 
Press. Can we throw the curtain over this tragic and heartless scene? 
We listen still to the voice of the i3eople demanding justice to them. 
The coolies have gone away with a feeling that the benign Government, 
the protector of life and property of the Indians, have not shown them 
any mercy hy giving concessions and allowances. The Indian subjects 
little understand the policy of Government unless it is tinged with 
mercy. In the Council of administrators of the country, their policy 
ought to be shaped, moulded and formulated on the ethics of humanity. 
The basis, the broad basis of British Gevernment, is Justice. Any 
apprehension of the breach of this principle brings discredit to the 
administration. Whenever there is a wrong, or supposed wrong, the 
people look up to Government for help. If the policy of Government 
be not consonant with this popular view, which may be founded upon 
rumours or misapprehension of real facts and, if not tested by the logic 
of facts, it is open to severe criticism. The people have done so — a 
section of the Press has done so. Government have imt listened to the 
voice of the people, for the voice of the people is the voice of God. The 
people have condemned the action of those men concerned in the Chand- 
pur affair — strong condemnation. Government have not yet taken 
an}" action on the facts — dry, firm and solid facts. As a representative 
of the people, ¥ wanted to know the real facts, by asking Government 
to lay on the table the correspondence between the Government of Assam 
and the Bengal Government, the correspondence among the Planters’ 
Association and different local Governments and the officials. It has 
declined the production of these papers. This is a proof of the weakness 
of the case of the officials concerned. If we want to impress upon the 
people, that the version of the communique is correct, then there ought 
to be an open and public inquiry by the representatives of the people 
and also by a few officials on behalf of Government. If the result of the 
inquiry^ of the committee shows that the picture is a true one, then those 
who are guilty must be punished, for the sake of Justice,” to quote 
the words of Bis Excellency the Viceroy of India, if not from a humani- 
tarian point of view. 
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I am recommending the procedure of the appointment of a committee 
to secure the confidence of the people who loudly demand for it. 

Mr. AJOY CHUNDER DUTT: I have listened with very great care 
to the numerous speeches that have been delivered in this House 
both yesterday and to-day and particularly to the very effective speech 
of the Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler. I was much impressed by it but, I 
confess, I cannot say that I was convinced by his arguments ; and this, 
for the simple reason that there are a number of broad, outstanding 
features in the Chandpur affair which cannot be explained away by mere 
statements made in the House, and can only be properly dealt with by a 
committee of inquiry. Besides this, the Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler's 
statement in the House as also the statement that was published in the 
papers some weeks back are silent on many important points in reference 
to which findings are necessary. 

Sir, a great deal has been said with reference to the mischief caused 
by non-co-operators in Chandpur. We are told that the non-co-operators 
went about the tea plantations and by fair words and false promises 
induced the unfortunate coolies to break their engagements with their 
employers. I need not deal with the numerous allegations against them, 
but I say, if half of these allegations are true, then the non-co-operators 
deserve the severest condemnation, and I for one shall certainly have no 
hesitation in openly condemning their conduct in reference to the Chand- 
pur affair. But that is not the issue before us. The issue before us is 
whether Government, or the local authorities, acted rightly in employing 
Gurkha troops for the purpose of removing the coolies from the station 
precincts on the night of the 20th. That is the only broad issue. It has 
been suggested that an inquiry at this stage would serve no useful pur- 
pose as the coolies have gone home and cannot be brought back, and that 
therefore their evidence will not be available. I admit the force of that 
argument, but, at the same time, I think that it cannot be suggested that 
no evidence is available as to the' nature of the wounds inflicted on the 
bodies of the unfortunate coolies. I understand that the evidence of the 
doctors who attended on them after the incident is available, and they 
are fully prepared to give their evidence before a committee of inquiry. 
However that may be, that is only one of the many issues.* The nature 
of the injuries inflicted on the coolies raises only one issue, but there 
are other issues besides, which are of equal imjmrtance and should be 
dealt with by a committee of inquiry, if a committee of inquiry is decided 
upon. Let me shortly state some of the more important issues upon which 
we want a decision. The first issue is whether the circumstances at 
Chandpur were such as to warrant the employment of Gurkha police in 
order to remove the coolies at 11 o’clock at night on the 20th May." I 
leave aside the question of violence altogether — only ask if the circum- 
stances at Chandpur were such as to justify calling the assistance ol the 
Gurkha military police. THoyr, in this oonneotiouy I should like to adc 
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you to reiuember what has been happenini^r in England recently. India 
ie not the only place where trouble exists. Even to-day the coal strike 
is going on in England^ and in Ireland, well, there is almost open rebel- 
lion. The Government there have dealt with the situation with remark- 
able tact and self-restraint and I do not remember having read in any 
newspaper of that Government employing military force under conditions 
similar to those at Chandpur. It must be admitted that it was preposte- 
rous to allow the military police at dead of night to remove the coolies — 
men women and children — gathered on the railway premises. At most, 
the coolies may be charged with the guilty of trespass, if at all, and noth- 
ing more than trespass. In this circumstance the measures that were 
adopted appear to be arbitrary and iniquitous. 

The local officers have been charged with high-handed excesses as 
regards the means they took to effect a clearance of the crowd from the ' 
railway premises. Now, a committee if appointed will sift the matter 
very thoroughly and many new facts will be brought to light. The uti- 
lity of a committee also lies in the fact that it will give the local officials 
concerned a chance of defending themselves, by stating the actual cir- 
cumstances under which they acted, so that the public will be in a posi- 
tion to judge whether there was any justification for their conduct which 
has been so universally condemned. Therefore I plead for a committee 
so that they may be given an opportunity of justifying themselves. 
Seveiul speakers have given their opinion that the conduct of the locul 
officials concerned in this lamentable affair is unworthy of them and it is 
but right and proper that they should be allowed to make their own state- 
ments. 

Now, Sir, there is another point upon which we want some informa- 
tion in reference to which the statement made by the Hon'ble Sir Henry 
Wheeler in this House and that published in the papers here are both 
silent. And it is this. What was Mr. Macpherson doing at Chandpur 
during the days that he was there? We are told again and again that 
Government had adopted a policy of neutrality. But what was the atti- 
tude of the local officials in their dealings with that gentleman? It 
seems to me that Mr. Macpherson was trying to take back the coolies 
from Chandpur to the plantations and that the local officials were assist- 
ing him. I do not know how far the statements are true, and I think it is 
only fair to give these bfficials a chance of clearing themselves, if they 
can, of this charge. I shall not take up more time of the Council with 
a recital of the numerous issues involved in the Chandpur affair, but 1 
may be permitted to say that the matter is one which requires to be 
thorpughjy sifted, and I cannot understand why Government is so 
averse Ho the aj^ointment of a committee, which alone can effect this 
purpose^ 

Mn H. A. STARKt I move that the question he now pnt. 

. ttffitNDIIA MATH MULLtCKl I want a division. 
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Rai JOGENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadurs Mr. Stark is willing 
to withdraw his motion and let Mr. Mnllick have the opportunity of 
making a speech. 

The PRESIDENT: Ihm afraid I cannot allow that. 

On the motion being put a division was taken with the result that the 
motion for closure was declared lost. 

Babu TANKANATH CHAUDHURI: After the lengthy debate that 
we have had over these resolutions, 1 have got scarcely anything to say, 
but I should like to put in one or two words. We have all heard what 
the Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler had to say in his report. We have also 
heard the other party — I mean the non-co-operation party — ^and I don’t 
think any good will result from the appointment of any committee of this 
nature. 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: There is no non-co-opera- 
tion party here. 

Babu TANKANATH CHAUDHURI: We have read in the papers 
what the other party had to say. Then we have got almost all the facts 
before us, and further, in my opinion, a committee of inquiry would do 
no good whatever. So, in the absence of any other resolution in the 
agenda, I support that of Babu Jatindra Nath Basu. 

However, I have one appeal to make to the Government officials. I 
appeal to them to exert their utmost and see that such incidents do not 
occur again ; the recurrence of such incidents would only make the people 
lose all faith in the justice of British rule. We are the followers of the 
Sanatan Dharina and faith in kings is the part of our religion, and any 
incidents which will tend to strike at the root of such a faith cannot but 
be deplored by the people of this country. 

With these words, I beg to support the resolution of Babu Jatindra 
Nath Basu. 

MauIvi YAKUINUDDIN AHMED: I rise to support the resolution 
of Babu Jatindra Nath Basu and oppose the other resolutions. Of course, 
the Chandpur affair, the attack on the night of the 20th May on the help- 
less and innocent people when they were sleeping to eject them — to evict 
them — from the railway premises sometimes at the point of bayonet and 
often by the butt-end of the guns by the military police is an outrage 
which no sane man can tolerate. 1 wish and I think it is the sense of 
the Council by the repeated closures that have been put and disregarded 
that we are ready, and we are all agreed, to speak something with regard 
to the outrage that was committed \ipon these helpless people. Innocent 
females with their little children were sleeping in the railway premises 
and they were going to^be evicted unmercifully by the military police. 
This is a spectacle which no civilised Government can tolerate, and I am 
sorry that the high officials are Indians. This m a matter of de^ sorcpw 



1&21.] OHANBPUa mQtl&Y. ' 

to this Council, and this Council, as the representative of the Province^ 
cannot overlook that high-handed action on the part of these Indian 
officials. That is the sense of this Council which 1 wish to impress upon 
you, and I think that is the message which we are to convey to the people 
and to the whole country. This, I think, is quite sufficient instead of 
instituting a committee of inquiry now. What would the committee of 
inquiry doP They are certainly not to go to Gorakhpur to sec who the 
coolies were, who were assaulted, who were bayoneted, or who were beaten 
with the butt-end of the guns ; the coolies have left the scene. 

It is said that the electric light was put out. I think it is very unjust 
on the part of the people to surmise that the light was put out in order to 
commit that outrage\ It may be that it was train time when there was 
electric light, and as soon as the train was gone, the light was put out. 
The non-co-operators may say that it was for the purpose of committing 
the outrage that the light was put out. This is a very uncharitable way 
of judging things. 

Therefore, the outrage is the only subject for consideration before 
this House, and those officials who were connected with it are to be 
brought to book if need be. It lies with the Government as well as with 
this Council to devise ways and means as to how to bring those officials 
to book. ^ » 

With these words, I support the resolution of Babu Jatindra Nath 
Basu. 

Mjinshi MAKRAMALI addressed the Council in Bengali in support 
of the resolutions. 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH MULLICKS In reply to what has been 
said by the Hou’ble Sir Henry Wheeler in opposing my resolution I, 
first of all, beg to draw the attention of the House to two observations 
made by him which I. do consider to be highly objectionable from the 
point of view of those members who have moved these resolutions or 
others connected with them. 

These observations are — firstly, that ** the speeches of members 
supporting the resolution (for inquiries) indicate that in their request 
for an inquiiy in which some of these members would sit, they wanted 
to put in the opinion of these members and it was evident that it was 
not a request for an inquiry but a desire to express their condemnation,** 
and secondly, it would 1^ evident from the extracts (from the Indian 
papers quoted by the Hon*ble Member) that a deliberate attempt was 
made to use it as a weapon to caluminate the Government and that this 
‘ superstructure of libellous misrepresentation had culminated in a demand 
for inquiry.** I would stop and ask the House to consider if this is not 
a direct attack upon the honesty of purpose which led those members 
of the Council who drew attention to the fact or had the audacity, 
according to. the Hon’ble Member, to question his report and point out 
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that it had failed to command that confidence which was expected of it. 
I ask the House to consider whether observations of tiiis character 
which Sir Henry Wheeler thinks are the keystones on which he has 
built with great pride his wall of opposition to my resolution are at all 
justifiable by an Hon’ble Member. The attitude of Sir Henry Wheeler 
from the very beginning is one of special pleading. For reasons obvious 
to everybody — and I need hardly dilate on that — ^he had lost all balance 
of judgment in this matter. Maledictions have been the very basis of 
his report and, 1 think, I should have been sui'prised if the Hon'ble 
Member could have cast off that lamentable frame of mind and could 
have found his way to be more dignified or less malignant even in his 
observations in this House. Suffice it for myself and my friends, who 
have supported me, to say that 1 emphatically repudiate the sinister 
insinuations contained in those observations. 

As regards the specific items for clearing up of which I demand a 
committee of inquiry, out of the whole lot of them to which I have defi- 
nitely referred, and others which I have suggested without elaborating, 
I find that Sir Henry Wheeler has taken up only three of them in his 
reply. First of all he has dealt with the question of bayonet wounds. 
He has said that he saw 16 wounded persons and made inquiries from 
the medical men who attended them, and his opinion is that none of 
those wounds were bayonet wourids. In reply to that I beg to draw the 
attention of the House to the statements of some of these doctors which 
appeared in the newspaper of 19th June. I hope they will remove the 
misconception of my young friend, Mr. Suhrawardy, as well, as of 
elderly friends like Rai Jogendra Chunder Ghose Bahadur. The first 
is of Dr. Jogesh Chandra Sur, who is the gentleman who, along with 
others, examined many coolies, the number of whom was over 60 and 60 
the next morning, and his statement is this : “ I found punctured wounds 
on most of them probably caused by pointed weapons such as bayonets. 
The punctures were deep and the bleeding was profuse. The limbs and 
some parts of the My were in most cases covered with blood. Some 
wounds were bleeding even at the time of my examination." And this 
examination had taken place twelve hours after. After this are we to 
accept the ipse dixit of Sir Henry Wheeler based on the hearsay evi- 
dence of sub-assistant surgeons? 

As regards the 16th of Sir Henry Wheeler’s cases, viz., that of the 
girl of 8 years with a wound just below the right eye, the said doctor's 
opinion is that it was a deep punctured wound caused probably by the 
end of a bayonet. As regards these punctured wounds his farther state- 
ment is that these wounds could not have been caused by any other 
than a pointed weapon and, he adds, that some pointed weapon must 
have been used. . This gentleman is an M.B. of the Calcutta Hniver. 
sity and he and his assistants attended to 60 or 80 cases of wounds not 
to speak of the minor cases dhich required no special medical attsntioa 
1 also.beg to point out to the House that his siaiemmit oontmim in mtmy 
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instances the name, age, sex, residence and the name of the tea garden 
from which they came. In this connection, I also beg to refer next 
to the statement of Dr. Qurunath Bose, a medical practitioner of over 
20 years’ standing at Chandpur, who attended to some eight or ten 
coolies on the next morning between 7 and 9. He says, “ I remember" 
that a female cooly had a contused wound oh the left parietal region,” 
i.e., the left side of the head. He further says ” I found pxinctured 
wounds on the person of three or four coolies, one of them being Qulna 
who was present there.” He said he also found another female who 
had a punctured wound just above the left eyebrow. He further said 
that these fractured wounds were caused by a pointed weapon. There 
is also the statement of Norendra Kumar Brahmachari who is a B.Sc. 
with honours in Physiology and had appeared in the first M.B. Examina- 
tion of the Calcutta University, Amongst other injuries of which he 
had given detailed description he found many instances of fractures, 
sprains and punctured wounds. Tn his statement he spoke of (1) Son- 
keli of the Bakhchhira garden who had a simple fracture of the radius 
bone (i.e.f arm) : (2) of Jugna Baluchera garden who had two frac- 
tures, one on* the right ulna (hand) and the other "on the right fibula 
(leg) bones which he says could have been caused by a lathi or the butt- 
end of a gun. He si)eaks also of one Mongli^e, a female coolie, of the 
Baluchera garden who had congestion of blood at several places all over 
her body, probably caused by innumerable lathi blows. 

On the face of such materials available is any man justified in say- 
ing, as Sir Henry Wheeler has said, that no bayonets were used, none 
of the wounds was severe and that there were sufficient proofs that seri- 
ous injuries had never occurred? On these facts, I beg to draw the 
attention of the House to the question raised by me as to whether there 
is or not ample room and necessity for an inquiry into the fact of bay- 
onets having been used. In this connection I may, in passing, draw 
the attention of the House to the attitude of my hon’ble friend, 
Mr. Watson-Smyth. He exclaimed in the course of his speech to sup- 
port the burking of the proposed inquiry. ” What was done?” 
** After all there was no great harm done and nobody was killed?** In 
his anxiety to oppose the inquiry and shut out the light he has out- 
Heroded Herod himself by laying down that there was nothing serious 
in the matter as no life was lost. I thank him very much for his great 
and kind appreciation of the value of the life of a native, and 1 also 
thank him, on behalf of the coidies maimed and pierced, for his implied 
promise to take notice in future of any such incident in which coolies 
may be maimed or pierced to actual death and that by the dozens. 

l!ha next point that Sir Henry Wheeler has dealt with is the 
quesUon of talUng in the Gurkhas. He has said that there were only 
70 policemen under the control of Mr. De of 22 only were armed. 

1 am surprised ai^this statement for I am sure mat at Chittagong alone 
there is a very large number of Reserve Police Constables not to speak 
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of a similar number in Comilla itself. This fact, I again say, requires 
an inquiry. Then Sir Henry Wheeler suggests that those 60 Gurkhas 
armed with bayonets were called in (I quote his language) to cope with 
the coolies. To cope with the coolies is to my mind a ridiculous and a 
preposterous expression. Assuming that there were 3,000 coolies (at 
least half of whom, if not more, were women and children, and to quote 
the words of that noble-hearted Englishman, the Most Reverend the 
Bishop of Assam who himself carried the cholera-stricken coolies and 
whose yet nobler wife tried by her devoted nursing to keep them away , 
from death — ^he, that strong son of God and servant of Christ, has said — 
“ the coolies of whom many were well, many more sick, many more 
quite emaciated **) — this formidable army of 3,000 coolies, men, 
women and children, sick and emaciated, frail and miserable, was no 
doubt a very redoubtable set of people to cope with. It is a shame to 
conceive an idea of this description and to bring down Gurkha soldiers 
to give them a charge at midnight. 1 am sure, Sir, that since the days 
of Balaclava and Jjord Raglan, and the famous charge of the Light Bri- 
gade, there has never been, in the history of the British arms, such a 
brilliant charge as that of the Gurkha Brigade on these valiant coolies. 
Sir, it has been said by Sir Heniy Wheeler in his own report that only 
two companies of Gurkha soldiers, each consisting of eight to ten, were 
employed for the purpose of making this charge and his distinct state- 
ment is that the rest did not take part. In this circumstance, I would 
leave it to this hon’ble House to imagine for themselves if any case has 
been made out for calling in the Gurkhas, or, if it has been proved to 
their satisfaction that, in the districts of Chittagong and Comilla, 
there were not more than 22 armed police constables available. It is 
admitted after all on the question of the forceful opposition rendered 
by the coolies that the Gurkhas snatched their lathis away and hit them 
and their bundles with their own lathis. It is further admitted by the 
Hon'ble Member that the whole of the opposition of these forceful and 
formidable coolies was completely overcome in the course of a few 
minutes by 16 to 20 Gurkhas. What a tremendous opposition to cope 
with? The question that now arises with greater force after the reply 
of the Hon’ble Member, is whether this plea of the alleged insufficiency 
of the local armed police was true or whether the Gurkha soldiers were 
deliberately called in for quick and intensihed action. Regard being 
had to the heart-felt appreciation of the glorious victory achieved by 
the valiant Gurkhas over their redoubtable cooly opponents (men, 
women, children and their luggage). I should not be surprised if a 
supplementary budget be placed in the next Council for erecting a 
Victory Memorial at ^ 

At this stage, the member reached the tinl^-Imiit. ^ 

Babu SURENDRA^IIATH MULLlOKi May I be W^iitted to finish 
this sentence P 
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TIM PRESIDENT: I cannot allow you to do so. 

At tliis stage as Babu Jatindra Nath Basu who was called upon to 
reply was absent, the President called upon the Hon'ble Sir Henry 
Wheeler to speak. 


Rai ilOGENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur: May I rise to a point 
of order? Is the Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler entitled to speak again? 

The PRESIDENT! Yes, under rule 41u 

Rai RADHA CHARAN PAL Bahadur: Have I not the right of 
reply ? 

The PRESIDENT: I have treated all the motions, except No. 45, ns 
amendments to No. 42. Therefore, the Kai Bahadur has no right of 
reply. The movers of Nos. 42 and 45 had the right of reply. 

The Hon’ble Sir HENRY WHEELER: I do not propose to follow 
Babu Surendra Nath Mullick into the personal attacks on myself which 
he has seen fit to introduce in his speech; 1 will only refer to the two 
remarks in particular to which he has taken such grave exception, 
namely, firstly, that I should have said that the general lone of the 
speeches delivered in this Chamber indicated rather a desire for condem- 
nation than a wish for an inquiry. It is, true that I made that remark, 
and I maintain that it was justified. In fact, it has been admitted by 
more than one speaker that there has been an inquiry, that we know 
sufficiently well what happened, and, as one speaker has even said, that 
there is nobody in this Council who is not agreed that the officials were 
all in the wrong. In the face of all that, 1 maintain that I was merely 
speaking with accuracy. 

Secondly, Babu Surendra Nath Mullick has complained that 1 should 
have said that the campaign of exaggeration which was started in con- 
nection with this incident has culminated in this request for an inquiiy. 
But, on Friday, I gave lengthy details to the Council of what exaggera- 
tions and misrepresentations had actually been put about, and I support- 
ed my contention with quotations of chapter and verso. We have seen 
the effect of that campaign reflected in many of the speeches that we 
have heard during these two days, namely, that it is assumed that there 
must have been some basis for these appalling charges that have been 
made. Nay, further^ Babu Surendra Nath Mullick, in spite of all that 
has been explained, would still apparently repeat that many of them 
were true. In .that sensei I again maintain that the campaign of cal- 
umny, which was started }n so nuiny qliarters the moment this incident 
occurred, has met with success in so far as it has misled the minds of 
many. » 

I have already dealt with this matter at length. I have endeavoured 
to picture the^ atmosphere which was created immediately after the 
occurrence and I have endeavoured to stdte in c|ear language what 
seemed to me to be a fair and simple account of what really happened, 
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bringing it down from the realms of rhetoric and oratory to a plain state- 
ment of fact. I have dealt with most of the leading points that were 
brought forward. I have endeavoured to explain why the military police 
were brought in on the night of the 20th, namely, for the reason that, 
looking to the size of the crowd of coolies the a^uthorities had to deal 
with, and looking to their behaviour on the night of the 19th, it was 
apprehended (and not unreasonably) by the local officers that they had 
not sufficient men to undertake definite action against the crowd in 
order to move them from the station premises. We have been told by 
Professor Mukherji that there was no evidence that the police on the 19th 
failed to preserve order; but surely when you have the subdivisional 
officer having to run in the face of an uruly crowd armed with lathis y 
to take refuge in a flat and to draw up the gangway in order to ensure his 
protection, it can scarcely be said that what an ordinary man would call 
peace and order prevailed. 

Then, again, I have dealt with the matter why action was taken at 
night instead of being deferred till the next morning — a matter which, 

I am quite aware, has been viewed with some concern by many. But, 
|)erhaps, I failed on Friday to emphasise a point which is worth remem- 
bering, and that is the somewhat peculiar train arrangements that obtain 
at Chandpur. The two boats that come from Narainganj and Goalundo 
come in in the evening somewhere in the neighbourhood of 9 o’clock; 
after which two trains are despatched — one to Chittagong, leaving at 
21->15 hours, and the other to Assam, leaving at about 20-40. From the 
other direction a slow train comes in just a little after midnight, and the 
Chittagong mail and the Assam mail at about 4 o’clock in the morning. 
The traffic of the station is, therefore, conducted during the night. 
The boats which bring in the mails from Narainganj and Ooalundo at 
about 9 o’clock have to wait there all night to take away the mail at 
5 o’clock the next morning. The risk, therefore, of disorder at the 
slation and of the rushing of the boats, which had actually occurred on 
the previous night,. existed during the night hours and not during the 
day ; and it was largely in the fear of a repetition of the incidents of 
the 19th that the authorities decided, in the course of the 2Gth that, 
as soon as the forces at their disposal were sufficient, it was essential 
that they should move the coolies away from the station. 

I have dealt further with the story of the water-logged football 
ground and also with the legend of the lights. I have dealt at much 
length— and that apparently to little purpose— with the question of the 
wounds. We are still again told by Babu Surendra Nath Mullick that 
the wounds were numerous and serious, despite the evidence I have given 
that the first story of hundreds of wounds, etc., came down at my ins- 
pection to the production of 16 men bearing injurfes of the character 
which I have described in my report. I admit that there were state- 
ments on the other side. If you believe half the things that have appeariM 
in the new^pers, if you believe one-tenth of the tilings Aat have been 
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alleged in speeches, you will believe that men were killed others drowned, 
and babies trampled upon. 1 can only quote the evidence in support of 
my view and press that, when I made ah inspection ten days after the 
incident, at a time when it was known that I desired to see anybody 
who had been wounded, not more than sixteen injuries could be shown 
to me and the stories of drowning and killing were abandoned. 14; has 
particularly aroused the anger of Kumar Shib Shekhareswar Ray ihat I 
should describe that it was difficult for a small statured Gurkha to inflict 
with a bayonet a small superficial wound on the top of the head of a 
fairly fall man, and he has asked whether I considered the possibility 
that the man was sitting or lying on the ground. I did consider that 
contingency, but the wound was about half an inch deep and an inch 
long ; ha<l there 1)een a lunge with a bayonet at the head of a man on the 
ground one’ would rather have expected to have found the skull split. 
The same applies to the case of the abrasion on the eye of a girl of about 
eight years ; unless these “ rough and brutal ” Gurkhas can handle their 
bayonets with the dexterity of a surgeon using a lancet in an operation, 
it is not possible that they could have driven a bayonet into this child's 
eye, and for her to have appeared before me after ten days with the 
wound practically cured and the eye clear and intact. It is noticeable 
that in the report of the non-official comn^ttee which has appeared in 
the newspapers to-day only three specific cases of bayonet wounds are 
. alleged. 

So much for the points with which I have dealt before, and as there 
are a few points which, I find, I did hot mention, I will run over them, 
lest it be said that I have no answer available. 

I have been asked why Government changed its policy about repa- 
triation P It has been argued that Mr. De, Mr. Wares and Mr. Sinha 
must have acted originally with our authority in repatriating the first 
batch of coolies, and it is therefore surmised that some change came 
over us, which, it is argued, must have been due to the malign influence 
of Mr. Macpherson. May I repeat that Mr. De and the local officials 
did act at first entirely on their own authority, and that we never heard 
of the action they had taken until it was an accomplished fact ; as soon as 
we did hear we issued orders to the effect that we were unable to accede 
to a policy of repatriation at the cost of Government. 

Another point in that connection on which stress has been laid is 
why was Mr. Macpherson allowed to go to ChandpurP It seems to me 
to be rather overlooked that there were two sides to the question. 
Assuming that it was a labour dispute, there was the case of the employ- 
er |ind there was the case of the employed. Mr. Macpherson was repres- 
enting the case of the employers, and I can see nothing strange in that, 
on behalf of those whom he represented, he should want to go to Chandpur 
himself to see what was happening. He went^ there neither under the * 
dii^ction nor with the sanction of Government, because whatever view 
may be held in some quarters as to our directions to the steamer company 
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in the matter of the issue of free passages, we really cannot prevent a 
European going to Sealdali and taking a ticket for Chandpur if lie wishes 
to do so. 

Purther, it has been asked why was Mr. Macpherson at the station 
on the evening of the 19th? Since I returned from Darjeeling, I had 
the advantage of seeing Mr. Macpherson — a gentleman whom I hadNuever 
seen before. He told me that when the row broke out at the station 
Mr Rope came to the Subdivision al Officer's bungalow and asked for 
assistance. He along with two other gentlemen went merely as public- 
spirited citizens to help in restoring order. That is the simple explana- 
tion of his x>resence on that night. He was there for the laudable 
purpose of trying to help in restoring order at a place where trouble and 
disorder were in progress. 

The last point, although I have already alluded to it in my original 
report, is why was nothing done to help the grounded on the night of 
the 20th? The reason was, as given in my report, that the authorities 
were not aware that injuries of a serious kind had been inflicted, and 
neither were medical facilities available at night. Next morning they 
did what they could in sending to inquire about the wounded, but every 
obstacle was placed by the non-co-operation party in the way of their 
attending to the wounded or giving any help in the matter. 

I think that sums up the main detailed points which have been 
touched upon in the course of this debate. But I would like to invite the 
attention of the Council to certain rather sweeping general propositions, 
to which various speakers have sought to commit us in the considera- 
tion of this matter. They seem to me to be propositions which go 
rather far, and which, when stated in cold blood, might have somewhat 
far-reaching consequences. Apparently — I quite recognise that the 
majority of the Council is against me in this matter — but apparently 
it is held that if in the course of a labour dispute any body of men go to 
a railway station and say they will remain there until they are taken 
to their homes, it is the duty of the Government to pay their fares. 
That seems to me to be a curious proposition. It has been also argued 
that if the same body of men decline to move, no action is to be taken to 
make them do so. Now, this has been argued about Chandpur. Chand- 
pur is a long way from Calcutta and in a part of the province which, in 
some quarters, possibly, is regarded as somewhat backward. But suppos- 
ing the same thing took place at Howrah; Howrah is an airy well venti- 
lated place, much better probably than the habitations of many of the out- 
side lal)Ourers who work in Calcutta : suppose a large number of labourers 
were to go down to Howrah and squat there ; 

[At this stage the Hon'ble Member reached the time-limit.] 

The PRESIDENTS I allow you to go on* 

Babu SURENDRA NATH MULLICKs Is SkJSenry Wheeler to be 
allowed to go on? 
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ThO PRESIDENT S I have allowed him to go on. 

Babu 8URENORA NATH MULLICKl Thank you, Sir. 

The HonWSir HENRY WHEELER: Suppose eveiyboily who 
wanted to to his railway cnrriago had to walk between lines ot police 
to get there. We can easily imagine what sort of outcry would be 
raised, and the tenure of office of the Commissioner of Police, or what- 
ever official could not manage to move those men away, would be decid- 
edly precarious. 

The next proposition is apparently that if officials charged with res- 
ponsibility for the peace and good order of the district attempt to move 
such men, they are to be stigmatised as criminals and demands are to be 
made in this Council for what has been described as their “condign pun- 
ishment.’’ Is that the proposition that is to be known to all in this 
province as finding favour in the eyes of this Council? 

We have had other curious theories ipropounded. As I have already 
mentioned, we have it laid down that in a dispute between labour and 
capital, although the labourers may be under influences of various un- 
desirable kinds, yet on the side of the employer nobody is to approach 
them: they are merely to be let alone. Then we are told that if the 
conduct of an official is called in question i^ shows a “lack of states- 
manship’’ for an inquiry to be made by the officials to whom he is res- 
ponsible. Indeed, if we are to meet the wishes of Kumar Shib Shek- 
hareswar Bay, it is intolerable that any attempt should bo made on the 
part of an official to defend that conduct. I am told that my report, 
which merely pretended to be a straightforward and simple statement 
of fact, far from allaying public anxiety has inflamed the public mind. 
I hesitate to believe that a plain statement of fact would have that 
result even in this province* 

I again urge upon the Council that they should endeavour to view this 
matter in a reasonable aspect free from the prejudices and misrepresent- 
ations that have sprung up around it. I further ask them to endeavour 
to look at it partly from the point of view of "the officials. It is no plea- 
sant task for any man to have to restore law and order in his district. 
It is not a pleasant task for any man to be asked to deal with the situa- 
tion that arose in Chandpur. We believe, and we have given reasons for 
our belief, that our officials endeavoured to deal with the situation in a 
reasonable manner; and in doing so they took a certain amount of res- 
ponsibility for the acta they did. Officials, like other people, can be divi- 
ded into three kinds. There' is a minority of sufficient strength of mind 
and character to 1>e willing to take responsibility under, any circum- 
stance^; there is a minority of sufficient weakness of character and lack 
of strength of mind to tqke responsibility under no circumstances ; and 
there is the majority which, assured and supported by a; sense of disci- 
pline and the fine traditims of public servide, and relying on fair and 
reasonable treatment at the hands of those who have to judge them. 
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will in an emergency take responsibility npon ikemselves. But tbiere 
can be nothing more destructive to the morale of that majority if they 
are to act in fear of being stigmatised as criminals, as h&s been the case 
more than once in the course of this debate. 

The PRESIDENT: I think, first of all, I ought to say that there 
has been only one speaker on the Government side and, .therefore, I 
thought it my duty to give the Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler all the 
opportunity he wanted to place the views of the Government before the 
House. I now come to the question of votes. What I propose to do is 
this: resolution No« 45 is different from the rest. I will therefore 
deal with Nos. 42, 43, 44, 46, 47 and 48 together. These involve three 
main points and it would be desirable and convenient to divide them 
into these three points which would be put to the Council separately 
one by one. The first point is whether there should be a committee. 
The next is what should the constitution of that committee be, and the 
third point is the terms of refevenco to the committee. 

I now put the first point io vote : — 

‘This council recommends to the Government that a committee 
be appointed to inquire into the Chandpur affair.” 

Those who are in favour of the appointment of a committee will say 
“Aye” — those who are against it will say “No.” 

A division was then taken with the following result: — 


AYES. 


Addy, Babu Amulya Dhona. 

Ahmad, Mauivi Aiaharaddin. 

Ahmad, Mauivi Rah Uddin. 

Ahmad, Munahi Jafar. 

Alay, Shaikh Mahboob. 

Arhamuddin, Mauivi Khandakar. 
Bhattaaharji, Babu Ham Chandra. 
Charmakar, Babu Raaik Chandra. 
Chaudhuri,' Babu Kfthori Mahan. . 
Ghaudhuri, Khan Bahadur Mauivi HaSiar 
Rahman. 

Chaudhuri, Rai Harandranath. 

Chaudhuri, Sir Aahutovh. 

Da, Babu Fanindralal. 

Duff, Rai Bahadur Dr. Naridhan. 

Dutta, Babu Annada Charan. 

Dutta, Babu Indu Bhuahan. 
aanah, Babu tarat Chandra. 

Karim, Mauivi Pailal. 

khan, Mauivi Nd. Raftqua Uddin. 

Khan, Mr. Rataur Rahman. 


Makramaii, Munthi. 

Mitra, Rai Bahadur Mahandra Chandra. 
Mukharji, Babu Satiah Chandra. 
Mukhopadlfdya, Babu iarat Chandra. 
Mulliok, Babu Surandra Nath. 

Nakay, Mina Muhammad All. 

Naskar, Babu Ham Chandra. 

Pahlawan, Mauivi Md. Abdul Jubbar. 
Pal, Rai Bahadur Radha Charan. 

Ray, Babu Bhabandra Chandra. 

Ray, Babu Surandra Nath. 

Ray, Kumar Shib Shakharatwar. 

Ray Chaudhuri, Mr. Krishna Chandra. 
Roy, Babu iloaandra Nath. 

Roy, Babu NalinI Nath. 

Roy, Mr, Tarit Bhuaan. 

Roy Chaudhuri. Babu Saiia|a Nath. 
Sarkar, Babu Rishindra Nath. 

Sinha, Babu Surondra Narayin. 
Suhrawardy, Dr. A. 


NOES. 

Ahmad, khan Bahadur Mauivi Wasimuddin. Barton, Mr. H. 
Ahmod, Mauivi Yahuinudlln. Soadolb Mr. D. 

AMun, Khan Bahadur Rhwaja Monamod. Binoy* Mr. to, 
BSnorJta, Jlio Hsirbis Sir Surandra Nath. | BsmanA MtSi S. H* 
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1^ Mrt.A «. 

ftm IMUUUttk. 

twMf^Mn A. 

'#^«, lln w. 0. 


OiAtl ^ teMiir Amar Hath. 

BA> tept^ A|Mba Nitanui ciiuAra. 

Om Nr. A. e. 

IMialAi Hr. 4 . 
fvMipl, K. a H. 
mpuk, API Ubfp Nllimmi. 

$Mm, Hr. B. e. 

SIMM). Rai Bahadur Jataadra Chnndar. 

9«Pta, Hr. N. B. 

iRHii Haulvi A. K. Faal-ui. 

Nephynt, Nr. W. t. 

RamtH, Hr. w. w. 

Nii« Haulvi Bkramul. 
daum, Hr. R. H. L. Laagfard. 

Karr, tha Haa'Ma Nr. J. H 
Khaa, Baku Oavandra Lai. 

Laan Nr. d. 


Lanaaur. Hr. P. A. 

UMb Mr. D. H. 

KANuTdl* •» Aindwa^ 

Harr, HH.-A*."' 

HaKaana, HA i. R. 

Nittar, tha Naa'bla Hr; P. o. 

Hukharjaa. Baku NItya Dban. 

Nuhharji, Prataatar d. 0. 

O'Kiaaaly Lt..Oal. Pradariah. 

O’Mailay, Hr. L. 8. B. 

Payaa, Nr. o. P. 

Rahaanv Hr. Abdur. 

Rahia^ tha Han'bla Mr Abd>ur. 

Ray Ohandhury. Raja Naaaiatha Nath. 
Ray, Haharaja Bahadur Kahaualah 
Chanilra. 

Roy, Mr. J. I,:. 

Roy, Rojo Maniloll Sfngha 
Stork, Mr. H. A. 

Suhrowordy. Dr, Hatton. 

Suhrawardy, Mr. H;. t. 

Wation-Smyth, Mr. R. M. 

Whttltr, tha Hon’Ut Sir Htnrya 
Wordtworth, Mr. W. C. 


The Ayes being 40 and the Noes 56, the motion was lost. 


Tho PRESIDENTS The fi^^at motion being lost, the other connected 
motions also fail. I will now put No. 46 which runs as follows 

“This Council recommends to the Gorehiment that such action be 
taken as regards the conduct of the local officials in the matter of the 
ejectment of the coolies and their families from the station at Chandpur 

on the 20th May, 1921, as will prevent the recurrence of similar inci- 
dents." 

The motion was agreed to. 


^tcaroity in Khulna. 

Rai RADHA CHAR AN PAL Bahadur; " This Council recom- 
m|nd8 to the Government that they be pleased to tdke the aecessary 
ste^ for suppkmenting the efforts of the Tiocal Belief Committees, mth 
a vi0w to mitigating the distress caused by the prevailing scarcity in 
Khul^.'’ 

Sir, the resolution which I have moved is a non-politic^ and non^ 
contioyersial one. It is a resolution which voices the of the 

people for co^>peration in the noble work of relieving the distreds of 
starving humanity and 1 feel sure the Government in botlKbranehes of 
di^^^^fill Gomt forward with outstretched hands of sympathy, fellow^ 
ooi^peTation with my countrymen. That there is au acute 
Ik^it^ on all hands. Leaders of pu^ic opinion, '"rejtteseg^ 
ta^i» ^sf. ];icb]^.e, men who have ho bias agaihst the d;bym3pienfi, 
»#^|»>|^; P^OB^dIy ^d^^ in their views anieKpresaiene, men 
aioy^g wjith people i& destitution an4 haij jey 
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heart of the districts have borna testimony to the distress thei is 
in^ there and have demanded larger and inore aotive Oo-o^t^iion 
the alleviation of the ipise^. Men like Sir P. C. Roy, Rai Amritf Lai 
Bahadur— -President iouid ’^ice President of the District and Local 
Board — active co-operators in public welfare assembled in public 
ings and in public appeals have emphasised the need of a more Uh^al 
policy in dealing with the Khulna distress. I hold in my hand a state* 
ment which shows that an area covering about nearly 660 square n^es 
in Khulna consisting of 300 villages is very badly affected. ' This area 
lies within the jurisdiction of the police-stations Bigacha, Ashapur, . 
Shamsagar Magura in the Satkhira subdivision. The population of the 
affected area is nearly 400,000, of which 200,000 are badly affected. The 
devastating cyclone in the month of October 1919 was mainly respon- 
sible for the famine. It altogether ruined the country. Moreover the 
cyclone was attended with tidal waves which, overflowing embankments, 
entered the fields and deposited largo layers of salt on the soil. The 
failure of crops in 1920 was due to insutficient rainfall. The people made 
three successive attempts for growing crops, but were baffled in their 
endeavours to produce them on account of the deposit of salt. Seed- 
lings failed to germinate. The result was that the famine, which set in 
1919, increased in 1920. I am informed that there were deaths from 
starvation in the village of Gojura within the police-station of Kaligar 
which were known to the district authorities. Relief was given at the 
time by the District Board and Government. Since 1920 the distress is 
gradually growing in intensity and acuteness, and a vigorous policy to 
relief and succour is urgently needed. The public have organised relief 
committees and have been granting relief to the extent of Rs. 20,000 or 
more. I understand from the reports received from local centres that 
they are not able to supply more than one seer jof rice to each individual 
for a week and which amounts to about a little more than a chittack per 
diem. The result is that those unfortunate people have to go without 
rice for half a week. The District Board has made a free distribution 
of 180 iffaunds of rice and sold 84 maunds at Rs. 2 per maund and Qj|pr- 
ernment, I am told, has advanced a takavi loan of Rs. 20,000 at the rate 
of Rs". 10 to^e^h man. This loan, as I understand, is being issued to 
those wlto have agricultural lands, but those who are landless are left to 
starve and ^ die. Even this loan which is gfiven for the purpose of ciil- 
tivation is defrayed to the purchase of rice to satisfy the grievances bf 
hunger. 1 believe, therefore, that an advance has been or will be made, 
but thirsum is quite inadequate and will not help those who axe noHn 
possession ^of land. Some very heart-rendin|^ description is 
from the peqple ministering Jto the wants of thd disi^ssed. It in 
that they s^re so po«r and impoverished that they are tinable to cbyel 
nudity, that they are living on dried fruits lea^ ahd thb d^^^y^ 
ooncomlt^t ip serration are carrying mi^ny 
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to the ofiEieial version as publidied in the c&nifnuniq^i. 
It that^here was a failure of crops in 1919-20, Imt 

. it xhafces the amasing statement that, but for fpdts, milk and fish, the^ 
welild have been starvation. Surely, Sir, Kbu^ is an enviable pla^ 
L to Uve in. With delicious food, live fish and cream milk it affords a 
jtemptation to the people in other parts of the presidency. It is 
a. di^iiightiul place to live in as the elysium of Bengal. Our country is 
. Sonar Bangla, We have not seen it in our life time. It is a sort 

’ of ihythology to us, but it seems that according to description given 
in thie communiqui^ all the glories of the Sonar Bangla are still retained 
in some central place in the province. We are told however that no 
fruits worth the name can be had in the affected areas and cocoanut trees, 
the fruits of which supply nourishment to the people, cannot be had in 
the affected parts. There may be a few date trees, but people cannot 
live on date fruits. There is plenty of fish and some of the fish pre- 
served are zamindari properties and it is not available to the public at 
large. As regards milk there are very few cows in the affected areas. 
Agriculturists have sold their cows to buy rice and no milk can be had 
for the poor people. If milk can be had for the asking as the Collector 
has put it, may I 'ask how is it that the Collector himself purchased a 
thousand bottles of Horlick’s Milk for the preservation of children? 
To add to the misery of the people, milch cows were washed away by the 
cyclone of 1919. I would therefore respectfully submit this, Sir, for the 
consideration of Government and, I am sure, that help will h(^ 
forthcoming to render more liberal tahavi loan for the purchase of cattle 
and seed; secondly, gratuitous distribution of food and cloth in co- 
operation with local charities; thirdly, medical relief in which, I am 
sure, our popular Minister in charge of Public Health is foremost; 
fourthly, the construction of huts for shelter of the homeless; and fifthly, 
embankments to shut out salt water. In conclusion, T desire, to say 
th^t here is a work of mercy and humanity in which the people are 
clamouring for Government co-oi)eration. We have got responsible 
government partly conducted by the representatives of the ]^ple and 
partly by the bureaucracy. I do not know whether the famine is a 
transferred subject and whether it is administered by our Ministers or by 
a of the bureaucracy. I am not sure in whose hands this subject 

is and if it is a reserved subject and is in the hands of the Ron*ble'!Mem- 
ber who is not the elect of the people, I am sure, Members of Ooveni<* 
meht, to whicheiver department of administration they may belong *to^ are 
fdl anuna^ with a single-minded desire to seiwe the peopla^ to alleviate 
distress and to promote their well-being. Go-operation shottld be 
our watchword. . 

. K. PAZL-UL HAQ: Ijise to say a few wq^ in sup{|ort 

. o^Ms , I have been , to some parts of the district and I have 

^ the distress that is prevaiMng there in .many parte of 
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the affected areas. It is true that relief measures have been started by 
organisation in the district and some relief is being given by Govern- 
ment, but with all that, the relief that is being given is quite inade- 
quate. There are t4ro ways to my mind in which Government may 
help the people of this district. First, by giving some grant from pro^ 
vincial revenues and, if that is not possible or if sufficient money be not 
forthcoming, Government may organize relief measures in a large scale 
just as was done during the cyclone of 1919. Sir, something ought to 
be done. The distress is really very acute and the efforts of private , 
charity should be supplemented by grants, if possible, from provincial 
revenues. 

With these few words, I beg to support this resolution. 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURIS It is no doubt a happy 
sign of the times that a representative of the metropolis has been pleased 
to move for the relief of the Khulna distress — a mufassal misfortune. 
It is also a matter of satisfaction to me that Khulna has after all attract- 
ed the attention of the representatives and of the Government of Bengal. 

One of my very first questions. Sir, in this Council, asked at the 
meeting of the 7th February last, was as to the districts in which there 
has been a partial failure of crops. My object was, of course, to elicit 
information about Khulna and to know how far the Government was 
aware of the true state of things in the interior of this province. But 
although the Government was pleased to name five districts only in 
which it was admitted there has been a partial failure of the rice crops, 
yet the name of Khulna was not even mentioned in the said reply. I 
failed in my object then, but now the Government naively admits in its 
communique that in the Khulna district the crops have failed not for 
this year only, but for two years. ^ 

Then again, Sir, in connection with my motion for the reduction of 
the Survey Settlement expenses this year, while I pleaded for the exclu** 
sion of Khulna I again endeavoured to draw the attention of the Govern- 
ment to tibiis state of things in Khulna, but in vain; not one responsive 
echo did I hear; on the contrary my suggestion was criticised by a 
European member as a zamindar motion. * 

Now, however, the distress has become acute and come to a head, 
has attracted public attention and enlisted public sympathy in and out- 
side the Council. The cry for relief has gone forth and it is estimated 
that about 200,000 people are in the throes of a famine. 

In such circumstances what has the Government done, and what 
does it propose to do now with regard to the immediate future? "Att 
that it has done up to date towards relief is summed up in the comm/^u 
qui thus.^ 

Hie Commisaioiier of the Prendenoy i^vtakni in the latter of April allotffd 

Es. 20,000 to Khulna^District for the distribution of Agrioulturista 
OoDeett^ has aak^ fora further allotsMat of Be 20,000 laid ^sIm been 
by Govenment. " 
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The cofMnvniquS, however, does not say in what slsape relief will he 
given by this latter sum and if it is also to be distributed' as takavi loan. 
It is also silent on a very material point, vis., wha^does it propose to do 
with, regard to the immediate future to enable these distressed {)eopl6 
to keep their bodies and souls together in the coming months till the next 
harvest. After minimising the gravity of the situation, the Govern- 
ment of Bengal thinks it fit to leave the matter to private charity. To 
all further questions and appeals it has got one answer — See the 
communiquS,** 

But how has this communique, been received ? How far has it been 
able to allay the public anxiety and satisfy the public demand for help? 
Well, the Khulna Peoples* Association maintains in spite of it that 
** there is starvation going on in the affected area and that the issue of 
such a communique will greatly hamper the works of relief? And if 
sucK were the views of the Khulna Peoples* Association with regard to 
the communique^ Sir P. C. Roy referring to it is reported to have said 
** he did not believe before that so many falsehoods could be crowded 
within the limits of a single document.*’ 

As regards the intensity and extensity of the prevailing distress 
reported in his appeal to the public, but in a way denied or a least 
unacknowledged by the Government communique^ he is further 
reported to have said that he had passed all his life in the chemical 
laboratory and measured things by chemical balance and made his calcu- 
lations accurate to the fourth place of decimal. Was it to be expected 
of him that he would make a statement without fully knowing the 
matter,** 

After this only one question is possible : Is the country, or are its 
representatives in the Council, going to disbelieve Sir P. C. Roy, its 
scientist — ^its pride — one of its most accurate observers and sincerest 
workers? If not, should we be satisfied with the meagre help that has 
been given by the Goverqment and its uncertain attitude about the 
future? If not, we can only insist upon a correct appreciation and recog- 
nition of the famine condition which is bound to grow in volume and 
intensity in course of every coming month and upon organisation of 
adeqiuate relief measures till the next harvest. 

' With these words, I beg to sujyport the resolution that has just been 
very ably moved by Bai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur. 

JfittM EKRAMUL HUQi I rise to support the motion. It is not 
neeemury to make a long speech at this stage. We know that when 
there* is diatrosa in any Christian country in Europe other countries 
coiqe to their hdp, hut unfortunately we have no prospect of help fxom 
QutsidSi,. and. so in order to relieve the distress of our own men the 
of our countrymen are tued. It is meet und proper that 
Goveriimmit ^nld also liberally help b the matter. 
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Babu JOGENORA HATH ROY: I have much pleasure in aasociat* 
ing myself with the resolution before the Council. The famine M 
Khulna has assumed alarming proportions and independent inquiries 
made personally and through a co-worker by that eminent scientist Bir 
Prafulla Chandra Roy go to show how people are suffering. Sir Pra* 
fulla Chandra has even challenged the truth of the communujue issued 
by the Government of Bengal. But we, in this Council, nt^ed not con- 
cern ourselves with that controversy. We take it that both the 
Government and Sir Prafulla Chandra want to alleviate the sufferings 
of the people in the famine-stricken area. The District Magistrate has 
admitted that private help is useful. It is to me a matter of surprise 
that this matter was not taken up more earnestly earlier. The grant 
made by the Government seems inadequate. And I hope Government 
will take further necessary steps to mitigate the distress caused by the 
prevailing famine in ]xirts of the Khulna district. 

Babu 8AILAJA NATH ROY CHAUDHURi: I beg to support the 
resolution moved by Rai Radlia Charan Pal Bahadur. I come from a 
place where the distress prevails and has been i>revailing for more tlian 
a year. It is not a question whether the facts are exaggerated or sup- 
pressed, It is now a question of humanity. The high prices of all the 
necessaries of life made the people almost helpless. Tlie last cyclone 
w'ith a tidal w'ave and successive failure of crops for the last two years 
have only intensified their misery, I am thankful to the Government 
for the steps they have already taken. It has beeik stated in reply to 
my question that about 2,500 people huv^e been reduced to abject 
poverty. The numl)er is not insignificant, and what I want to xiress 
upon the attention of Government is that a sum of Rs. 20,000 can 
hardly provide the needs of 2,500 people. More money is needed tp 
feed them till the next harvest. Arrangements must also have to be 
made for agricultural loans without which, I am afraid, they would 
not be able to grow their paddy. Then there is a scarcity of cloth to 
which mention has, been made in the Government comviuniqu6. Gov- 
ernment admits that there is need of private charity. What I would 
ask the Government to do is to do their duty independently of private 
charity. Let the State save the people from starvation leaving their 
comforts to the generous public. With these words 1 commend the 
resolution to the acceptance of the House. 

Atfjoumimiiti 

The bbimeil was then adjourned till 3 p.k., on Tuesdajt, the 
July, 1921, at the Town Hall, Calcutta. - 
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Prosonti 

The Hon*ble the President, the Hon’ble the four Members of the 

feeoutive Council, tho Hon’ble the three Ministers, and 97 nominated and 
elected members. 

^*** PRESIDEHT (tho Hon’blo Nawab Sir Syod 8hanis-ui-Huda)i 

Before proceeding to the business of the day, I wish to read to you a letter 
which I have received from His Excellency: 

lit brought to my notice that owing to the resignation bv 

Mr. Rhodes of his seat in the Legislative Council, the Standing Committee 
attached to the Commerce and Marine Department is now without a 
representative of European commercial interests. I have accordingly 
decided to appoint Mr W. C. Currie to the Committee in succession to 
Mr. Rhodes; and I shall be obliged if you will be so good as tp communi- 
cate this appointment to the Legislative Council/' 

The discussion on tho resolution relating to the scarcity in Khulna 
was fesumeci* 


8«aroity in Khulna. 

1 eflV"'" OHO«I I »pp„rt thi. 

but I u» alnud It M o( „ iadeliaile kind. Th. (hmnmmi nsav 
trell say— we shall make every endeavour.” But as there is no 
bettor one, I must support this resolution. I am, with regard to this 
resolution, in a very unfortunate position. I happen to be one of th*e 
saniindars of the locality affected by this famine or distress. My name 
has been ^ffed m public meetings and newspapers in this connec. 
tion, Sto I stand as an accused. For the last two years, there has been 
a partial failure of crops irf that part of the country. I own there only 
60 mm^. Fortunately, most of them are in Patni. This year I did 
not ree^ about Rs. 30,0(K>, indeed the whole of my rental from that 

cess still remains to be paid. This is the lot of most 
iWiliiiaiTs of Ehnlna this year. 

: toe been no femine but a great distress. The abtobodied then 

todly .off because they earn a good Ijying by cutting #ood in 4Aa' 
; oi^ men, women and children are ceoirinfy in want 
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because there has been a failure of the crops. We are thankful to the 
generous public who have helped us end are trying to help us but WO, 
zamindars, can only do what lies in our power. From one mouza of mine 
alone about Bs. 300 has been asked by the tenants as an advance. Now, , 
you can just imagine what a large amount of money I shall have to 
advance. Where is the money to come from? What am 1 to 
do? But the philanthropists should remember that this is the time of 
stress. Money, if at all advanced, should be advanced within a week 
because crops failed last year. Tenants want money for meeting the 
expenses of cultivation and unless they get the advance within a week, 
they would not be able to cultivate their lands. I am fully conscious of 
that fact and I hope those gentlemen who wish to help us and the Gov- 
ernment should bear this fact in mind, that whatever they do must be 
done promptly, say, within a fortnight at the most. I have told you our 
difficulties. 1 keenly feel the humiliation of zamindars that other people 
should comt> forward and say we are holding public meetings to help 
your tenants. Beally 1 am not at all pleased but what is to be done?, 
There is another matter in this connection which I must mention. 
The land on both sides of the river Kapatakhi has been subject to chronic 
failures of crops. On the banks of this river, celebrated in the poems of 
our greatest Bengali poet Michael Madhusudhan Dutt, are many histori- 
cal places. There is Pratapnagar founded by, and named after, Pratapa- 
ditya and there is another village Kalyanpur, named after his son Eal- 
yan, both within my zamindari. These historical places were once lands 
overflowing with milk and honey. The crops never failed there because 
Kapatakhi had sweet water, but the upper reaches of it have dried up. 
Now Kapatakhi has become a salt water river. What 1 say is that an 
advance of Bs. 20>000 or so this year or the next will not help us; unless 
we can make sweet water flow in Kapatakhi as in the past years, the 
case is a hopeless one. The upper reaches of the Bhairab, of which 
Kapatakhi is a branch, should be cleared and the beds of Bhairab and 
Kapatakhi should be dredged, and should be so dredged that Kapatakhi 
might again have sweet water. The word Kapatakhi means the river 
with clear and limpid water like the eyes of a pigeon. I do hope that it 
will again be the same beautiful river as described by Michael Madhu- 
sudhan Dutt with clear and limpid water. 1 therefore press upon Govern- 
ment to take this matter up not only in its present aspect but also toTook 
to the future. 

Babu INDU BHU8HAN OUTTAs I am ext^mely sorry to jSnd 
that a repr^entative zamindar should oppose a resolution of this kind. 

Rai dOOBNDRA CHUMDER CHOBB Babiduri Who opposed itf 
T did not. 

Bibil INOU BHU8HAN DUTTAS I beg Ms pardon. I could not 
hear Min distinctly* 1 thought he had o^sed iti it seiaa^ 

.t^t it diould be necessary to have to move a mehitipn 
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lb« isWBjary duty of the GoTernment is to protect life aad pronertv and 
I c^not ^erstand why the Oovemuienr should tZ silJTfallt^ 
attitude where the life of even a single person may be in danger of being 
jeopw^sed on account of the distress, now prevailing in Kh«l»r I 
have not a personal knowledge of the place but it is not ne<»ssSr; to 
have a Fwrsonal knowledge in view of the statements made by Sir 1> C 
Boy-t^n whom I do not know a better lover of the country. I canl 
not underst^d the attitude taken up by the District Magistrate of 
^ulna in this matter. I confess. Sir. that when 1 read tJie descrip, 
tion of the distressed area of Khulna in the Government communiqS 

fish were dying to be caught, so to say, end milk could be had for the 
mere asking, I oi»ned my eyes in wonder and thought whether the 
promised land of ^e Bible had arrived at last, and whether the land 
flowing with milk and honey had appeared in Khulna ; and I felt tempted to 
tecome a tenant of my friend Hai Jogendra Chunder Ghose Bahadur 

tronwT Magistrate should have taken the 

trouble describing the condition of this district in such glowing 

terms. Was his prestige at stake that he had to belittle the distress 
and announce to the world that aU was iveU with his di.strictP What 
sort of prestige is this that runs roughshod pver truth, for the truth of 

rtw r challenged and severely condemned by 

a great lover of truth like Sir P. C. RoyP The whole country knows 
who^ statement to briieve. Sir P. C. Boy’s or that of the author of the 
official statement P Where is that pre.stige of the District Magistrate 
now. which he was probably so anxious to show to an admiriurworld P 
How long shall we have to go on telling the Government that the davs 
of fal« prestige are no moreP Pacts have to be faced bravely and 
manfully. It does nobody any good to shrink from the truth: with the 
lleforms, let us kill the old fetish of false prestige. 


It IS not as if the Government had no notice of the distress that was 
^ng to occur in Khulna. My revered friend and leader, Babu Kishori 
Mohan Chaudhuri, asked some questions on the Ist of April regarding 
fwlure of the rice crops in Khulna and suggesting the desirabilitv 
M tiAmg relief measures. How did Government meet his question P 
Did It meet it in the right spirit of making suitable arrangements for 
a. difficult Situation P The reply to Kishori Balm’s question was of the 
SMne stereotyped nature. The Government admitted that ‘ there had 
bwn a faflure oi crape in certain areas but that the average outturn for 
fl^w^e district was 92 per cent. Average returns, jwinted in statis. 
lied toporte, look very ^tty, but they do not save the lives of the 
pe«^ whose erops have failed. I ask this CouncB in all seriousness 
•i^ Options and answers in this Council to bb aP ctenial loggerheads ’ 
regarded m a^pts made by membew to find fault 
and replies being given as a sort of ooniitoF strakeP 
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1 ask the OeYernment t6 put more heart in the administration. The 
heart of the people is in the right place* Let the Qovemment have th^ 
heart to recognise it and all will be well. I believe that there is a large 
amount of money in the famine fund and that most of it was put in the^ 
famine insurance fund; believing that there would be no necessity for 
utilising it during the current year; but in view of the great distress, 
ahich no doubt prevails in this district, may I suggest to the Govern- 
ment that some part of this fund may, at least now, be utilised for this 
noble and benevolent purpose? 


Babu KI8H0RI MOHAN OHAUDHURl: I rise to supporti the 
resolution. My excuse for asking a "question, which was answered on 
the Ist April, was that I had some knowledge of the luufassal life and 
1 know what failure of crops for two years means. In my district, some 
years ago, we had similar difficulties and we saw that Goveniment had 
got a peculiai* idea of the difference between privation and starvation. 

In that idea Government is rather slow to accept the famine condition 
;ind declare famine at once. It was for this reason that I put a ques- 
tion and my friend Mr. Lang took me to task for giving him the trouble 
because, in reply, I was told that the needful could be done by the 
District Board. Now I see that there is great distress there, though 
the Magistrate reports no doubt that there is abundance of fruit, fish 
and milk. How that could be accepted by Government, I do not know. 
Ilie Calcutta market might have been benefited though we poor con- 
sumers could not avail ourselves of the existence of any abundance in 
the Khulna district. At least I could not believe that there could be 
any such abundance there. Even if it be the case, that is not withm 
the' reach of all. It is admitted by the Magistrate that there is real 
distress and the public are asked to help the local relief committees.' 
The Collector has asked for a further allotment. There was an allot- 
ment of Bs. 20,000 for granting agricultural loans. The Government 
of Bengal hoped that by these means the real needs of the affected area 
would be supplied but subsequently it was stated that private chaiity 
was required to supplement the official action. The Government at 
Bengal consider that the appeal for help will meet with a genereu^ 
response. Sir P. G. Boy has stated somewhere that the help which has 
been given from outside in response to his appeal will not be suM- 
cient to relieve adequately the people in the affected area. 1 cannot 
underst^d why Government should not come forward for the relief of 
the distrained, when Dr. Boy and others have called for subscriptions. 
The object pf the fund is not only to give relief when famine is declared 
but to do something tor its prevention in future yeais. When there 
distress, why should Government think that granting of agricullitrel 
'loans is enough? It does not reach the needjr. It is a piiy^^4fa|il^ 
Gotexnment should accept such a report from t]^,|}Uhrict 
base their c&mmunifui upon it. Now Sir iP. 0* s 
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a el^ thaf thert is sta^tion and the Government ct-mmuniqui U 
m mimta^ente. I think that there should be a thorough inquiry 
«het^ Sir P. C Hoy is exaggerating or speaking lies or v/hethor the 
jDmtnct Magistrate reported the matter without making a full inquiry. 
Tins 18 the situation. There is money in the famine fund. It is now 
• « questaon, being no longer in the hands of iho Government of 
♦ wu money and in the beginning of the year we were 

told thqt there was no need for it and, therefore, the monoy should no 
to the insurance fund. This year even in the supplementary budget we 
do not see any proposal for any Government help being provided. This 
„ IS a state of things which is very deplorable and it does not speak well 
OT the Government attitude. I hope that the necessary action would 
be taken without any delay and a substantial sum spent out of the 
lamine fund now in our hands. 


MULLIOK! A. a plaada, ptactiaiag ia 
Jthulna, I believe I can speak with some amount of first-hand informa- 
lion and knowledge on the resolution now before the House. The broad 
facts with regard to Khulna famine are first, that an area of about 60 
square miles has been affected and, secondly, the numbtw of people 
affected by the famine will be, at a rouj^b computation, somewhere 
between two and three lakhs. Now the difficulty arises in this way. 
We, on behalf of the people, assert that the famine-striokeii {leople have 
not got sufficient food to eat and sufficient clothes to wear. Govern- 
mrat, on the other hand, while acknowledging that they have not got 
sufficient clothes to wear, maintain that they have sufficient food to 
eat, and in support of this contention Government say that in the affected 
'locality they have fish, fruits and milk in abundance. Now let me 
dissect this precious argument piece by piece. First, let me take the 
case of fish. It may be known to the Government that, owing to 
steamer communication, most of the fish comes to Calcutta, and that 
the places where fish abound are generally taken leose of ex*erv year 
by neb persons and rich traders, but supposing for the sake of argu- 
ment that in the affected locality there is plenty of fish and fruits 
iuid.in this case fruits are only dates of which only a small quantity 
can be taken— what difference does it make in the position. Now 
supposing that the fieople have taken to fish and fruits in exclusion of 
rice wlmt will.be the effect? They will continue to die of cholera and 
diseases instep of famine. The result would be that the port- 
of the Besorved Government wiU be transferred to a Minister under 
tte popular Government. Whether this change in the Govemaent 
wiH, gladilen tlie hearts of the mal-goTemed, I cannot say. 


vJ5fow;let me take the case of milk. In order to have milk one 
have a eov. In tiiese days of scarcity, a permm who has a coir* 
Bfc 40, cannot be described . as. famine-irtrieken 
tiiaVtwo lakhs of peoide are &iitina«trieknu we 



SCAHCITT m KHULNA. 


7in:.T 

mean those who have no cows, but it may be that out of the two lahha, 
one or two persons may be in well-to-do circumstances and poesesc. 
cows. In places like villages when a person in well-to-do circumstances 
has a cow, he generally gives the milk free and not for any price; if 
at all, it is only for two or three pice. Here is the explanation of how 
milk can be had for the mere asking. 

Sir, I believe that the Khulna situation ought to have attracted a 
greater attention and sympathy at the hands of the Bengal Government. 
Khulna, I believe, belongs to Bengal, and I further take it that the 
people of the province ought to be the iirst consideration of the Govern* 
ment. Are we to believe that the Government, which generously took 
the responsibility of repatriating the coolies belonging to other provin- 
ces, cannot do justice to the people of the province, the custodian of 
whose purse they are? I, for one, have no faith in this kind of gener- 
osity at the cost of justice. 

Sir, I believe I shall be failing in my duty if I do not claim to 
plead for the Collector of Khulna, who has been the target of unneces- 
sary and ill-informed criticism. It is ho who first constituted the Belief 
Committee, who visited the localities several times, who placed a special 
launch at the disposal of workers for relief at the time when the non- 
co-oi)erator8 called for unhappy and foolish strikes which caused not 
only unnecessary deaths at Chandpur but also gave additional trouble 
to tile famine-stricken people of Khulna; but I feel certain that, in the 
circumstances, no argument could be put forward on behalf of the 
Government to the effect that a sum of Rs. 20,000, for the purpose of 
charity, is sufficient to meet the case of two lakhs of famine-stricken 
people. 

With these words, I support the resolution. 

Balm SURENDRA NATH MtfLLICK: I must say that I am very 
glad to be able to support this resolution. The demand made in it is 
very modest and asks Government that the efforts of the local Belief 
Committee might be supplemented. We have been trying ' to raise 
funds for Khulna and we have been successful to a certain extent,, huf 
still, as the area over which this scarcity prevails is about (not as the 
Government figure shows 26 square miles) 66 squftre miles or so or 
even more, 1 think that there is enough room for us to approach the 
Gh)i^mment to help us in this hour of our distress. I had the honom 
of being present at a meeting where two gentlemen, who had been 
helping the people of the locality as well as Sir P. (5. Boy, described 
to us, the state of affairs in the Satkhira subdivision in the north* 
western part of the district. We heard from him that there was, very 
great soaroity. 

There was another kind of trouble, so as Ike y<ntng tronupi 
cpneerned. fHiey could not get sarii to cover themielyes. ' Thb-^ 
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atat« of hardi^p they are labouring under and regard being had to the 
high prices {Availing everywhere the rommunity cannot meet all the 
cost, hence the necessity for helping them. I think that we shall be 
justified in approaching the Gbivemment and we do approach the 
Ooremment humbly to help tu in this matter. 

■ I would only say this that I cannot believe the oi&cial version that 
there is enough of fruits, fish in abundance, and milk for the mere 
asking.* The District Magistrate thinks that milk can be had for the 
mere asking. He forgets that it is for himself only and not for others. 
He has made a wrong inference altogether. He wanted it for his tea 
or something else and he got it 

MEMBER in oharge of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE [LAND 
REVENUE] <the Hon’Mo the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan); 

May I rise to a point of order P 

The PRESIDENT: I cannot any that he is out of order. He does 
not mean any attack personally against the District Magistrate. 

Babu 8UREHDRA HATH MULLICK: Sir, T am very son-y that I 
have hit upon the official mind of my esteemed countryman, the 
Hon’hle the Maharajadhiraja. I did not* know that his power of ima- 
gination was so large that he would take offence to that degree 

Th0 PRESIDENTS I do not think you need dwell on it. 

Bflbu 8URENDRA NATH MULLiCKs Ro far as my observations 
regarding the District Magistrate are concerned, I do not like to carry 
them further. One thing mpre which I wish to impress upon the Council 
is this — ^that these are the opportunities for the Government to asso- 
ciate themselves with the needs of the poojde and thus to make itself 
more popular. " ' 

The Hon*Me the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: The object of this resolution, as I understand it, is to 
draw the attention of the Government to the present prevailing scarcity 
in certain portions of the district of Ehulna and the resolution, as worded, 
makes a recommendation to Government to supplement the efforts of 
the local Belief Committees with a view to mitigate the distress caused 
by the prevailing scarcity in Khulna. With this nobody can have the 
alighteat objection, for the Government itself has admitted in the cammu^ 
that partial scarcity does prevail in certain parts of Ehulna. The 
of the resolution put down the area affected to be 650 sqx^ure 
miles; Babu Nirode Bebary Mullick, who comes from those perta, baa 
taken the figure that we have put in the communiquS, namely, about 60 
square miles; whereas, Babu Surendra Nath Mullick has said that* 
altkpntk^tovernm have stated 26 square miles whidi is not correct, 
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according to his information it is 66 square miles. That being I 
take it that, even according to* Babu Snrendra Nath MnUick, the 
affected is not in any case larger than 66 square miles. Of courde it is 
not with the question of area that we are concerned. What I take it is; 
that the Council, as a whole, wishes to draw the attention of Gbvemmtot 
to the prevailing state of things in the affected portion of the Khulna 
district. 

It is a welcome sign of the times that whereas it has always been thjB 
duty of Government to alleviate the distress of those suffering from 
famine and scarcity, that this Council should be alive to its responsi* 
bility in this direction, and from that point of view a discussion of this 
nature is welcome, but unfortunately, in every discussion nowadays in 
this Council, if there is a loop-hole in the Government communiqui or 
if there is an opportunity to raise the cxidgels against the local officials, 
there are certain members in this Council who do not lose that oppor- 
tunity to do so. With their mentality I have no quarrel ; for I am thank- 
ful 1 am not of that mentality. I have been of course described as 
having become a dry-boned official. Well, Sir, one of the prime duties, 
whether it be of a Government official or a member of the Council, one 
of" the prime duties of a man, with any sense of responsibility, is not 
to prejudge a thing and not to denounce any particular Government 
official without hearing both sides of the question. The Rai Bahadur 
who introduced this resolution has mentioned in his speech that he has 
been informed — hope he will correct me because when a discussion of 
this kind stands over for a day one is rather apt to forget several stages of 
the discussion of the previous day — or according to his information or 
information received by him, of cases of deaths from starvation. Now 
this may or may not be the truth. So far as official information goes — 
and 1 do not include in it the poor Collector who has come in for a 
great deal of abuse — this is not so. I shall read out extracts from the 
report of the Divisional Commissioner, who is present here, and we do 
not find in it this fact admitted. If, however, some of .the members of 
the Council who have taken so much interest in the Khulna famine were 
to draw the attention of .Government or the local officials to such cases, 

I should be much obliged to such members for any such authentic infor- 
mation. Now, as regards the resolution and as regards what has already , , 
been done, I shall be as brief as possible. In the first place, I should 
like to point out that whilst Government do not deny tbat. there is par- 
tial scarcity in the district of Khulna, and whilst it is possible that where 
this partial scarcity prevails, there may be certain local areas ^here 
it might be of greater acuteness than in other parts. Government dei»ra» 
cate, and deprecate strongly, any attempt to spread alarmist reports ^ 
the reason that just now in front of us we have the lainy season; not 
only that but the information before Govemmeht goes to show tlmi 
' relief operations are well in liand, and that wlmtever i^uire^nts ^ 
necessary to cope with the situation are being met, parfly 
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001^^ partly by oantribaiiona from Government, 
l^ly from tbe admirable efforts that have been made looally, eapo* 
eially by Sir P. C. Roy. There has been the usual attempt 'to oiy 
dor^n the id^ that Khulna is a land flowing with plenty of mdk and 
^ honey ; well, I hope that Khulna may soon flow again with its habitual 
plentiful milk and honey and that the i>artial scarcity that prevails- 
there now may disappear when this year\s crop is gathered, which I 
trust unll be a bumper one. But what I feel about the discussion that 
has taken place on this resolution is this : Only that portion of the Gov- 
ernment comvmniqu^t which contains an extract from the report of the 
Collector in which he lias had the hardihood to say that vegetable, fish 
and milk are to be had in plenty, only that portion of the communique 
seems to have received the attention of our critics here, and one sjieaker 
went the length of saying that the attitude of Government had been 
an apathetic one and that to-nighPs debate would open their eyes. He, 
further, with his usual eloquence, stigmatised the report of the District 
Magistrate, and said that he (the Collector) must have mentioned 
this fact because he might have thought that his prestige was 
at stake. When local officers are attacked in season and out of season 
in this way, they may find it impossible to carry on the work of their 
districts; but I am perfectly certain thsjt Mr. Fawcus, when he made 
this statement in his letter, did so with the very best of motives, not 
with the motive described or ascribed to him by several of the members 
of this Council, particularly by the member on my left who seems to be 
smiling; but the Collector must have done so with the object to allay un- 
necessary alarm on the one hand and, at the same time, to point out 
that, if in Khulna there were not to a certain extent the facilities of pro- 
curing these commodities of life, the condition then would have been 
more serious in the affected areas. 1 shall, before I mention what relief 
Government have given for this puqmse, read out to you extracts from 
a letter, received by Government, dated the 4th July last, containing a 
fairly exhaustive report of inspection by the Commissioner of the Presi- 
dency Division. Mr. Lang says in that report — 

I spent the last three days walking in some of the most seriously affected unions 
in the Khulna district, namely, Ahmadia, Pratapnagar and Jalalpor. I had the 
advantage of the company of the volunteer workers of the Khulna Sevasram who 
deserve credit for their selfless efforts in dispensing relief. They took me across 
the country, from village to village trudging through mud and water, and showed 
me oases which they deemed to bo most pitiful. I saw no signs of starvation and 
to tlm best of my belief, no loss of condition by reason of lack of food. I noticed 
a gr^t want of clothes, and Imlp in this direction is being properly afforded. 

ib, Jjoag gbea on to say, “ I observed. ” and this portion ol his 
. M^ori lias, I find, been corroborated by Rai Jogendra Chunder Ghose 
BUuuinr^ 

■: that, iheie was an slmost totsi sbaenoe of male adidts ttoae' 

Thtgr. weire shaost ait old woinsn sad wwbsb wtA cfcfidrea, of 



500 SOABGlTf^IN EEffhSA. 

* V ‘ ' !*■ ' ' 

whose hushends here gone for a period to the reserved forests to oat wood who would 
perhaps return with their earnings alter an ihtervml. 

I 4raw attention to this. 

As it seems to me that the fact of fish, fruit and vegetable being f6un4 
in plenty is like a red rag to some of J^he members here who, have 
accused the Government q| want of sympathy , ' and when the District 
Magistrate has been attacked so much for his mentioning that fact, 

I think it to be right and proper for me to read out what Mr. Lang says 
on that point : — 

At present relief is being distributed by local volunteer agents according to 
lists already prepared. The measure of relief is at present only one-fourth a seer 
of rice a day which is of course quite inadequate if the recipients have nothing 
to supplement it, but that supplement they must, I think, have been taking — ^be 
it fish, fruit or vegetable. 

So here we have two officials who consider not that the relief was 
adequate, but mention that had it not been for fish, fruit or vegetable 
in the locality, the condition would have been worse. I would like the 
Council to consider this question of fish, fruit, vegetable and milk, or 
whatever it may be in that light, not in the light that Government put 
it in the comTnuniquS simply to belittle the state of affairs there, but to 
put before the public that whilst scarcity did prevail, it would have been 
worse if these commodities were not available locally. 

Now, before I mention what action Government have taken, I think 
it only right and proper, as I do not find Sir P, C. Boy present here, nor 
have I had the pleasure of meeting him and discussing with him as 
to the exact words he said in the different meetings, that 1 cannot believe 
that Sir P. C. Roy, however much he may have been moved by the state 
of affairs prevailing in that portion of his native district, could have made 
some of the observations that have been ascribed to him by at least one 
local newspaper, because the prime motive of that newspaper was to 
enact a comedy of errors and to try to cry down my Hon’ble friend. Sir 
Surendra Nath, as it was thought that famine relief was under him ; and 
this newspaper thought that it would be a good opportunity to fling this 
new accusation against Sir Surendra Nath. Well, so much for the 
accusation. 

Now for the facts so far as they relate to monetary relief. In the 
eommumgu^ it has been mentioned that Bs. 40,000 has been given for 
the purpose of agricultural loans. I understand that Bs. 20,000 of tbgt 
amount has already been distributed, and the other Bs. 20,000 is in the 
course ofBistribution. Apart from that, Bs. 1,000 has b^n given for 
the distribution of cloth. After that we have retoeived a letter from fho^ 
C<»ami8sioner of the Presidency Division in whicffi he says— 

-j 

I hwn th. honottv to report thetas the result of » meeting.of tl^e 
‘Kelief OanuB^tte* last night, the Dietrict Board have iwited ^ to an^»la^"jjio 
ftooup* thnhr enpenditnw berwtft^r on gratuitonn reKef ife tiet. ent^^ 







Wi"ii-* i ioce&d tb nqttttii itf 

^ «<«.; wu ia hind We i£ 

SSS i «»»«*«» «rf Si. 26,000 Wlifeb w<ia due thk 
5i^^|«j»to#«gnoiiItttttst8 lobaa uaued after the oyclotoe I aSl J7 

^whfcll^^, in my private capacity, will be deliebfo,! 
^ oMi^bate tttjr humble mite. Further, if thin^^do not imnmve I 

^ moow 1, 11M<1«1, Oowrmiimt Till „rtirfiil, n<rt 

^ ■;'^'5rzr4 

0 « tti. Comoj, I Uw d,«.a, «ia, i( Mtow 1^73! 

^Tt ijrsi’ij 

34°Tl3“lC*3'i °‘- “t 

2mU di Government have declared imia6 T 

^ iJouncd, I have much pleasure in accepting this resolution. 

erperience of the afMed 

?S?i * to wfiplement the remarks of the Hbn’ble Uember ' 

m which I have mid tlrntTw Sn^ 
*»?»» of loss of condition from lack bi foirf 
^^^^ ^JteWe eip^ence of fiunine as it feU to me to 

P^me, and again in the Gantral TlfdS 
been distrees in my diTiaion ivMiAk 
1 ^ the distress at present . iip ' 

*«»«d»ng its ircuteheii SS 
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graluitous relief wag coiieenied« at tlte exitaordinai^ lf» rate of 
a seer of rice a week distributed per bead, I aseutioii:^ ibis, beda^ 
the moyer oi ibe resolution said last nigbi that ibe present rate 
ration was absurdly low. So also I tbongbt wben 1 W|r^e;my 
wbich Ae Bevenue Member bas just quoted. 

But on reading wbat the present Home Member {Bit WilBa^ 
V'incent) bad recorded when be was District Officer of Khulna, I 
that throughout the famine of 1897, the measure of gratuitous 
was half a seer of rice for adults, and a quarter of a seer for cbfidren 
per week, and that ration is only intelligible on the assuinpfi^ tb^t 
there were other kinds of supplementary food. We haVe heard ffitteh 
to-day and yesterday of Khulna as the land that is always flowing Irit]^ 
^ilk and honey The land yeritably does flow; with milk and hbn^y. : 
There are reserved forests where honey is abundant, and the adult tna^ 
who have left their families at home have gone to the forests to gather ii". 
We have heard much of milk and, incidentally, I ma^^ take exception to 
the remark made by a member of this Council that the Collector was Only 
tfiinking of the milk that was given to him. I may tell this Council 
that I have travelled for some years in the Sunderbans and it bas never 
been the practice to ask for fresh milk but always to depend on tinned 
milk procured from Calcutta. 

, I have with me the tour diary of the Collector in which he refers to 
this question of milk. He says : — 

. . I checked the list of recipients of cherity-^ne does not wish to ffisoonrsge 
the giving of chsrity in any way, but considering the fact that two of the recipients 
of relief were milking their cows — this diarity, commendable as. it is, cannot be 
held to be essential for preventing starvation. 


We have heard much about fish and in the course of my trndging'frpih 
village to village it is a fact that I constantly met ohildren oaibbir^ 
various kinds of fish in the pools and jheeU which make excellent iee^ > 
tehanoe. It struck me at the time that the village ofr 
, '^hieh is the worst aflfected part in Khulna, was much in the .soma^«<^Se^^n 
4ition as Britmn was during the war when people had tp ■ givft lyp 
meat and resort ,to fish only. Now the p^ple are giving up: rtob 
\are resorting to fish, the well-to-do" people seem to 
; ]^|er people must on this account be dying of i 
.of pecq^ie* dying of starvation because they 
tSiat we have gmned after 
rse^ltnue at a glitoce, who to 

cither grounds^ H we in 
"find that tho\' 




p^o^ imt hi f[pNMii‘dl»Mj^ 
the ooiiTM e{ tiro dasTo^ siohtg ^ fo^ Ap 
'll^il^i^lil^'^'^ 4 'eadb of tho &▼« times we were put. l>aring'tliet ttee' wp < 

end saw tbings for oursehrei. After earefbl exapilAtbtidv; 
etPie to tbe touduaion that famine *oondliioiis did not prerail, ' 

moo were rery poor. We were muob impressed with the gs^.pliyd 
pohdftioii of the people both old and young. The chief want was soHs lbr: il^ 
jywbmn- Skied water. < 


't • 


1^. O 4 Boy has* said that the Government communiqu4 is fill^ 
with a lMidk of lies and he claims to be accurate by reason of hie practice 
in calodating weights to a nicety in his chemical business. I feel oon*- 
fidcnt that if Sir P. C. Roy had spent his efforts on comparing the 
^ghto of the people of his own village between March and June laat^ 
he would have found that it would have taken much of his time and hi# 
shill to detect , any difference. 

, .l%e member for Sukea’s Street remarked last night that this resolu? 
tion was quite non-pblitical. This morning I have read a speech from 
a non-co-ox)erator from Khulna, in which he calls upon his hearers, to 
arise and turn out the British because ^the famine is diie/^ he aays> 
to British oppression. This famine is due to the British sucking 
^licy.*' I h#ve no objection to the resolution as it stands, becau^ it 
is merely one of these votes of confidence in the government which it 
is the fashion now to pass in the form of what I should call a ckitty 
On res^ution, the effect of which is that Government shoud carry 
On the work which they aiw attempting and intending to do. ' » 

The legal members of the assembly are well aware what an obtigsr 
tion is imposed on Magistrates by the provisions of the Oriminal Fro** 
eedure Code which they have no other alternative hut to obey. The 
same is the i>osition of the revenue officers in regard to the Famine 
Code. The Famine Code, which is a sort of Bible to all revenue <^Etcers 
distrem, has been so abridged that eveiybody who; is 
j^ployed on mvehue work can carry it in hiif pocket. I* wish to point 
5 ^;t 6 c|w nmmSem of this Council that we are now merely carrying out 
^lia dl^a^ of the Code which the resolution repeats and that we haye 
but to obey them.* The Code says : — 

the BIstHet^ OfBtor that the Government relies to give the first warn* 

' ea.te ^ famine, to estimete its probable extent, and to aageest.:tiie 

Im a great elaineiit of oartpinty in eatimatitig 

aaye:-*-' 

\thie:vlsw,' ' 








I may mestioa in t^i conaeotioa !iWt^a4q^ iOuiAa i* 

opoa to submit a dafly, r^rt aad tbei«^ to leje^ uiy aibaW 
mg of paupers. I ^re seea the daily ittpmrts for ^ last 85 days aiti 
I have aot seea a single report in which it is stated that them is 
uausiuki wandering of paupers. ’.t, 

seomd signal is the restlessness shown in an increase of mm 
aduA IS a mgn which quires careful examinatimi. There has not Vnm 
^ inmease of crime in the affected areas of Shulna. The Code hntf 
down: — ■ 

1 .. **“ ®V^*“** 0* “certaining whethw relief Is neoesssir is the ooea* 

ttg m teat worfca. Action in t^is respect, however, in a^Tsnce «f setnal‘ heeds 
gr^at risk of oxttavagance and demoraluation. The DUtrict Oflioer mnktt 
“”'“1 “»* to he led awey by felse ramonrs and he mnst 
remember that his personal supervision at this stage is of cardinal importance. 

We twk action as early as in March before we heard anything frodi 
mo members of this Council, and the test wmpks under Ihe Distriot 
Board were o^ned at our request by way of experiment. No unusdal 
disti^ has, however, been indicated, as people do not comO ftom a 
great distance and on these works we havp found small boys, earning 
four annas a day. . . 

In 189T, during the great famine, it was observed that almost all the 
samindars were absentee landlords and were generally indifferent to the 
welfw of their tenants. I mean that the samindars in general knew 
nothing of their tenants and ihe tenants knew nothing of the 

therefore very pleased to find that one of the samindars took 
pwt in this debate. I may teU this Council that.when I went down to 
hiB village, perhaps the most distressed in the area, his was the name 
m^was mentioned by the tenants, as having, done nothing to h^ 

IW dOGiliORA OHUNOIR CHOSE Bnhwliirs I deny it. 

‘ f* Ho. is not the gentienmn I am refermg-to, in\|^* 

^e big iMnines wo have learnt a new lesson. Tbo Orissa faui^ 

uo t^t/^e ^ime necessity is to save life; the Bihar Famine ^ 
ittOgAt Qs tne lesson to preTentmextraTagaiicec.^ - 

, At. fMs stage the member reached the timndimit. 

} .,.SSv^l0HA. OHARAH: PAL InlMMiiiri' In'tha'Bti^p)ibiijfa''i 
^^ ^»hle Kaharajndhiraia Bahhdtir ejf 
% »hwibo4 I bdieve it was a foregone 
Iw. acei^M 1^. him, and it is thereicno 





i-tijpty^'Sy iiiibtti i»li<> are nev witiiia tiie ekamed oiMla dt ti^1i)(^eaiiiaiw^. 
^Mk a dramatic ckaage. Notwithstaadmt *W 

b<^fore be was translated to that oharmad ejrbla^ 
ie ^ak that koythiag that comei by way'of .eriti<n«a ftcfla tke 
a^ye *^iiuX Oorerameot. For my part, I am eariMneed, w 
;^<ae »y nteelation u concerned, that we should have evoked eutdi a 
Ir^rk from Ae Hcm'ble Maharaja Bahadur, Before he was a memW 

H ■ V * i® ’«'*» » representative df the people rMttra* 

^ by the suftrageofthe people, he was quite a different person. I 
^member the a^irable stand he. made in connection with the Calcutta 
Luprorvemeat Bill and other measures. I had the honour of 
cbted with him as his colleague for nearly fourteen years. But what a 
gwisons tronsformation has been effected in him by his entrance into the 
circle of the bureaucracy. 

There are one or two points on which it is necessary for me to toueh. 
He has said that I am wrong in stating that about ^ or 660 sQuaM 
lailes were affected. If I am wrong, I must have the candour to atoit 
that that was the inform^ition supplied to mp. I have always corrected 
my observations by saying that it was the information which I got. 

If I am wrong I must candidly admit it. 

• * > 

It has been stated thht there were no deaths &om starvation j 
I held in my hand the information which I received from very reliabb 
persons— persons whose veracity and honesty can be relied upon and wlio 
^upy high positions in life and, what is more important, are in the con- 
ffdancq of Goverament. I am tp^d that in the Oahura village, some, 
wl^re in the Kaliganj area, there were deaths from starvation last year 
wd % fact was known to the District Officer. That is the statement 
Ijnade w the iirformetion that was supplied to me; and if it is not 
I should like to have a categorical denial at tiiat statement. 

it scarcity or by any other 

iM^bMn.growi^ in intensity and acuteness since that year,, in 
^*^.**^ ***^ “^ ** “ alarming s^, 

mitt, my trimi the Whle thi 

d^]a Bihadur has made an elaborate defence. It is quite liotuii^ 
^ mT' friend ^bhe a» the moutiiiHeoe iff itke IhawiMy^- { 

.(harmed circle, ’iimr do.l know what I would- have d(CM 
^ piffldiipw'cifo ieeons^mned-to'siip^'viiit 
riWPli^Mltliiint that i« the meataHfy of ^ bineuieMidy^tik; 

'thaiagei . (CWes- of ** No, '*>**■ Jfo.*') ' “* 

- ^ !*y®® the laoiri irtd>-3ried' bt 



tbeMi'ite _ 
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reconciled to each other. Well, 1 do not knoir about that, but my fritoud, 
Mr. Nirode Behary Mullicfc, has said about two or three lakhs of pOOi^le 
are actually sufiFering. 1 do not know what information the Maharaja 
Bahadur has got, I do not know whether there is plenty of fruits or 
whether there is plenty of ripe mangoes or whether there is plenty ol 
mango-fish, but as far as I know there is plenty of salt-water crabs 
whmh, if taken, will bring within 24 hours acute dysentery. If there 
is an abundance of such eatable fruits and fish, I do not know ,hoyr 
there can be acute distress among two to three lakhs of people. I trust 
the Maharaja Bahadur has got his statistics ; but it appears that he gave 
us a florid description about the fish, fruits and milk which can be g^t 
at the mere asking, without statistical authority. 

Then, it has been stated that Government is doing its best. I have 
never said in my speech that Government is not doing anything. It 
may have been something like this — have not got the exact words used 
by the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur but they may have been somewhat like 
this — There seems to be an impression that Government is not doing 
anything — ** 

The Hon’Uo the MAHARAJADHIRAilA BAHADUR of 
bURDWAH: May I rise to> offer an explanation? I neveg said 
that but I said that if any member chose to offer any help he was quite 
welcome. 

Rei RADHA CHARAN PAL Behedllf ■ There is an impression that 
the people are accusing Government that it is not doing anything. 
Responsible people both on the platform and in the press, and in some 
of the letters in public print, have stated that what the Government is 
doing is not adequate and that is how the public opinion is voiced in 
this Council by some of us. I am, glad to say — whatever the Maharaja 
Bahadur might say — the Government has to a certain extent been more 
active than it otherwise would have been because of the pressure of 
public opinion. The Maharajadhiraja Bahadur thinks that the people 
should not complain but simply sit quiet and Government will, do 
everything fbut that is not my experience.. 

The Hon^ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN; I never said tlutt. 

Itai RADHA CHARAN PAL BtKililir} Hien I want to refer to i>Be 
piurt of the: speech of’ Mr. Iiang. I must say this that thn 
Offioer, the Collector — so far an I could gather from thoah who' 
a\^ldied-iiM with ihfonuation — is spbleh of Tory- highly, and 
'he has submitted that picture, I do not know undei* what eircumsibtldiss 
hn, dreu? such -a -picture as has now been tom . to .pieces hy 
.<n|ipii(--4hey :my-that the Collector hns no doubt his diie^- 
db^anything naore without mo^^y. I hegaft 
A n^-spolitical, non<<»>hirov«rsial'ipnithr,’y 
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Slid thi^t be(»uM somebody in this V(u»t Presiden^^ hns said that tihe 
British are sucking the life-blood of the people, a responsible officidl 
like ICr. Lang should take it up seriously and make it an occasion for d 
tirade against us who voice the sober, the moderate views of the public* 
That is not the way to meet the moderate section of the community. 
You should Ignore the fact that there may be some people who may, in 
season and out of season, fling mud at the Government for the sake 
of itself. We offer you, we stretch out to you, our hand of co-opera- 
tion in the utmost spirit of mutual trust and confidence and you 
ought to grasp it with cordiality and sincerity, and not hurl upon 
Us invectives because some irresponsible person amongst the vast mil- 
lions of people has made the remark, odious, it may be. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

Tlie PRESIDENT: Before we take up the next resolution, I ought 
to mention that we have made very little progress up to this time as we 
have only done about 45 items out of 1*17. If we go on at this rate it 
will take us a month more or at least three weeks to finish the busi- 
ness before us. I would therefore appeal to members that they should 
make their speeches shorter and fewer. Then only shall we l)e able 
to finish a portion of the business that lies before us. 

I now call upon Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy to move llesolution No. 61. 


Partition of Midnapore. 

Mr. HU8EYN 8HAHEED SUHRAWARDY moved ^*tffat the par- 
tition of Midnapore be annulled. ” 

I beg to move that a seemingly settled fact be unsettled. It is not 
in any spirit of light-heartedness that I have embarked upon this ven- 
ture ; it, is not with any desire to speak in this most unsuitable of halls, 
where sj^aking is a torture, listening a bore and the lobby a ndief, a 
hall expressly designed, it might appear, to hinder prolific members from 
speaking and to breed a distaste for the Reforms and the Reformed 
(k9noil, a hall which is a disgrace to the taste of the Government, at 
any rate to the imagination of one of its depaHments ; it is not with 
any deaire to create out of this platform an opportunity for a speech that 
I am moving this resolution ; — but because I feel that 1 am responding 
to a dear call of duty. Since the last budget debate, I have taken the 
teouble on^ more to convince myself of the wishes of the people of 
ifldnapore, both of the richer and the poorer subdivisions; I have asked 
tlhm Urho oould speak intelligently for themselves and for others; I 
WVh spel^ to those whose calling brings them into contact with myri- 
e^of their idlow-beings of all classes; and such of them who understand 
wWt the pc^iton implies, who could judge and weighs— have pro* 
partition. I have lailed in the midst ol iny searchai 
epeoimen on the banks of the Bupstarayan who 
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wailed his woes into the ears of ManlTi Nasim AU, the member ifrpm 
the 24-Parganas, and I have come away convinced of the earnest dei^ 
of the people of Midnapore to live together as the entity which the 
district implies, and I challenge the Government to contradict me< 
I say with confidence that if there are any here who say otherwise, they 
say what they know nothing of. The days of dumb millions and the 
days of a sympathetic (iovemment to interpret their dumbness are over* 
I am not of those who believe that the mandate of a constituency is the 
sole guide to the representative, but allied with justice and reasonable^ 
ness, it should* be irresisiible before the Council and the Government* 
It has been considered that this is the desire — the vociferous desire of a 
section with vested interests. I am not aware which is that section in 
Midnapore district that thinks otherwise. The section which is against 
the partition embraces the total po]mlatii»n oT the district of Midnapore. 
And, after all, are vested intuests^so very banefulP A people has a 
Nested interest in its entity, a Government has a vested interest in its 
existence, the people of the district town of Midnapore have a vested 
interest in their life, the district of Midnapore has a vested interest in its 
prosperity. The argument that the old Councils sanctioned it holds 
no water. In the old Councils any measure, not supported by Govern- 
ment, was doomed to failure, and the fact that the old Councils passed 
it conveys nothing, nay, may even convey that it was not by popular 
acquiescence. It is a notorious fact that the non-ofiElcial members of 
the Councils were against it, and resolutions for annulment were intro- 
duced only to be withdrawn in the face of overwhelming odds. 

What tfien are the evils that call for special relief, what is it that 
tempts the GovernmeDt to go against the expressed wishes of a people, 
to move with the certainty of laying waste what little is left of its one- 
time prosperity? The usual arguments; but express tbe weakness of 
the Government position, and the strength of the Government high- 
handedness. If a District Magistrate cannot manage a district helped 
by an additional magistrate, numerous deputy magistrates, and sub?* 
deputy magistrates, after the greater portion of his duties have been 
taken away from him, after he has ceased to be the Chairman of 
District Board, tlie Registrar of the District, and even the Lord High 
Executioner, and the additional burdens are insignificant compared , to 
those that have been taken away fiom him, then it is time that we 
revised our estimate of the capacity of Indian Civil Servants, and our 
aotiem of getting conuuensurate return lor our money, Tor we* tuna 
not inclined, Sir, let me tell it plainly, to keep underworked 
with increasing pay and diminishing responsibilities, and shajl tmist .^ 
the uttermost any attempts to provide s^ billets* It is said 'thaii^ 
headquarters are inaccessible from the outlying parts, that a lit%ant V 
a seeking remedy has the whole wqrld to nei^liate bt^f^ 

* smd aitha tlireshhold of the great gods who^dg^pense 
« n^w headquarters, five mUee.away.^^teoiU oaa 
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lottmey or lessmi the distances, remains a mystery ; in lact, th« distniii 
has! been so quaintly partitioned that persons from certain subdivisionA 
coming to Hijli will have to pass through the old headquarters, Per^ 
haps the contiguity of the two places is due to the natural desire to 
indulge in the usual social amenities that help to soften the rigours of the 
life of an officer in the mufassal, to afford greater facilities for the 
exchange of compliments and the establishment of amicable relations. 
It is said that the needs of the district are many. The creation^ of an 
expensive headquarters, the reduplication of a District Board with its 
staff, of superior Police officials with their staff, of Judicial officers, 
Registration officers with their staff and all the usual paraphernalia, of a 
tape-obsessed bureaucracy will tend more to aggravate than remedy the 
grievance. Perhaps the Oovernment thinks, though 1 fear that I may 
be doing it an injustice, that too much money is being spent on wells 
and tanks and charitable dispensaries and subsidising doctors by the 
District Board, and that too little is being spent on the administration 
of the province, and the present system is therefore a failure as a busi- 
ness proposition. And now we come to the final line of defence of 
the Government, the sum of money already spent, already being spent, 
and already forcibly sanctioned. I go back to the pre-budget days, for 
the budget has not altered the state of affairs, and it will be immoral on 
the part of Oovernment now to come forward, and taking shelter behind 
the certification of His Excellency, maintain that things have become 
more serious as more money has been spent on the partition scheme 
since the last budget ; I say advisedly that it will be immoral and unfair, 
because it was done against the wishes of this Council, in a matter which 
the members still consider to be suh-judice^ in a matter in which the 
Government should have proceeded slowly and cautiously and, in view 
of the opinion of the House expressed at the last debate, Government 
should have kept in mind the possible reversal of its policy. Instead, 
would you believe it, Sir, would the members of the Council believe such 
conduct on the part of a sympathetic Government that is anxious to meet 
the wishes of the people, the Government has hastened the scheme, and 
is feverishly and lavishly pushing on the work and incurring further 
obligation so that it can present us with a fait accompli? I presume 
to voif^ the indignation of the « House at such conduct and characterise 
euch methods as unfair and ungenerous. As to the sums of money that 
had heiti spent before the last budget this Council gave expression to 
its oj^iniOn after due deliberation, and after paying careful attention 4o 
Hon’ble Member. If the people or the representatives 
dhodse to cast aside Bs. 8 lakhs— though I do not for. a, 
mbment ^mit that we need have cast it aside and could not, have got 
folrhe ihoney ihaf had already been spent — ^in preference ip riding 
rOpghidiod o^r the sentiment of a people, m preference to profiting—^ 
profiting indeed-^l^ the Uo^ and tears of tiie hslplepe 
as I stand here to voieo thd 
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the district, the partition would mean the uprooting of the lives of 
thousands and tens of thousands^ and the final blow to a community « 
that was showing after years of neglect signs of resuscitation — then what 
right had the Government to step in and on the score of a business proppsi* 
tjon — a very doubtful business proposition, as I have shown and will 
show — ^flaunt the opinion and the recommendations of the peoide who 
aie more in touch and are more in sympathy with those whom they 
repreg^ent? Our opinion was not snatched in a moment of extremist 
fervour, no great political issue underlay that proposition, it was not 
perverse, it was given after due deliberation and a very general discus- 
sion. What then was the great issue at stake that would have been 
compromised if the adverse vote of the Council had been accepted, 
what difficult or imx>os8ible situation would have arisen? 1 ask the 
Government what prompted it to consider that it would not have been 
* able to carry on the adminisiraiion without it, what need was there for 
certification, and I protest strongly against the action of the Govern- 
ment in having thus advised His Excellency in a matter in which the 
Government could easily have acceded to our wishes. 

Much less than half the money needed has been spent, Rs. 10 lakhs 
out of Rs. 27, barring the indefinite obligations that have beeen under- 
takeh in the face of the opinion of the Council. Rupees 27 lakhs is a 
large sum, and though that is the estimate for the time being, we have 
known estimates to soar with soaring chimneys. Let not a hard-headed 
liard-hearted Government cease to ignore sentiment, cease to justify 
this action which spells untold misery to many as a business proposition. 
And even apart from sentiment which must ever form the basis of. a 
just administration, I am ready to justify my position as a businpas pro- 
position. We are not prepared to throw i\way Rs. 17 lakhs more where 
We have already thrown away Rs. 10 lakhs, we are not prepared to justify 
the purchase of an expensive outfit to match a beautiful peir of slippers. 
We are not prepared to spend money on a new district staff, we are. not 
prepared to undertake that recurring expenditure that will be neces- 
sarily incuned if the district is partitioned and which can be better epent 
on more beneficent schemes. If we were to capitalise this recurring, 
expenditure the money that has been already spent would fade, into inffiig*r 
nificance. 1 feel' certain that the buildings can be disposed el! at ^ 
advantage hnless, asHhe rumour goes, the land is sinking; and tlfen 
there will be an end to the business proposition of Sir Henry 
Lot those speculators who have relied on the^firm.and unbend^gedtiti^ 
of the Government and have bought up the land there in hopestolffeo* 
ding those whom the vagaries of a 6overnment-Hi<»rce]y the esdgeheiea' 
df the adminstration^will force to settle rpund the ; 

ImI that there is many a slip between the dup and the 

* " have. sufficiently shown to tiie Qbtmcil that ^ 

' 'ia indef^iUe^ and^ ; 
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chkivEL that if id^day, after dae deliberation, we are of opinion that the pafw 
tition' of , Midnapore sbonld be annulled ; if to*day we are of opiiuoii 
that we are not willing to disrupt the lives of the people of Midnapore ; 
if we are of opinion that the people of Midnapoie themselves may be 
allowed sohie voice in their destinies ; if we are of opinion that the par* 
tition woidd serve to impoverish the people; — then we claim that it is 
due to us and due to the Reforms and due to the people, that our voice 
and oUr reconiendations should carry the greatest possible weight with 
the Oovernment and not be brushed aside as a mere act of piety, that is 
not winged enough to rise to the judgnient-seat of the great Arbiter of 
destinies. 

Bibu SARAT OHANDRA MUKHOPADHAYAs I beg to support 
the resolution. It is now three months and over, since this Council dis- 
allowed a provision in the Prcrvincial Budget Estimates for a consider- 
able sum of money that would have been required as the initial expense 
of the partition of the district of Midnai)oro. That question having 
formed the subject of a motion, I beg emphatically to protest against 
the expenditure of public money on an undertaking agaiust which quite 
a large volume of public opinion has arrayed itself ever since its incep- 
tion. I have been professionally connectefd with Tamluk, one of the 
principal subdivisions of the district of Midnapore, which has done me 
the honour of electing me as its humble representative in tliis Council. 
To my mind, the whole controversy with its attendant recriminations, 
the trident voice of the Demos condemning the partition in no measured 
terms on the one hand, and the authoritative dictum of the Powers that 
be on the other, resolves itself into opposite angles of vision, the 
people declaring the absence of the necessity for dismemberment on 
grounds of economy, and Government pressing for it on grounds of 
administrative efficiency.. We should be guilty of gross misrepresen- 
tation if we grudged district officers the credit of bearing the great 
burden of responsible work they have to bear already; but with the 
whole retinue of additional, joint, assistant, deputy and suWepaty 
:p]fafil'bjbcsiies to help him, he should be greatly pitied if he is not con- 
^deral^y r^ieved of his 'burden. The administration of district board 
affairs passed from his hand. The municipalities have been rather 
*l;po long m existence to be kept any longer in leading strings, and their 
total .^dependence will be some amount of relief to him. 

^ li wc^dd be ungenerous of us were we to shut our eyes^to the ehapge 
m recent years, to the multiffirious nature of the respon- 
iuhte avocations which take up the time and engage the attention at 
disteiet officers. The quality of the work is the same in all districts, 
ar small, Imi it is. the quantity that Varies according to Utm ikact 
to administer. The pressure, where heavy, may he. 
relieved by increawig the number of assislauitr to 
ranks of new tndian Civil Service nffiieera 
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every year sends forth, than by the unpopular and ex^avaganily e]atMi* 
sire process of partition, especially at this time of greatest econiAtiio 
stringency. Even if the Provincial Exchequer were full, it would be 
quite in keeping with the wise traditions of English administrative 
policy to devote part of the capital cost to works of public utility, to the 
betterment of the existing institutions, and, so far as possible, meliorate 
the condition of the people. The district has been a prey to the devastat- 
ing freaks of Nature, the treacherous rivers making the lives of the poor 
peasantry miserable, and bringing the proprietors of the soil,*' the land- 
holders, to the verge of ruin. The absence of the means^of draining a 
very large portion of the Tamluk subdivision, namely, the Kasijorah 
pargana, has made the lives of the people of more than hundred 
villages extremely miserable, their paddy lands lying submerged for 
over eight months during the year and, for want of drinking water and 
medical help, cholera, influenza, malarial fever and small-pox carrying 
away the lives of thousands of the unfortunate villagers every year. Jf 
a small portion of the money budgeted for the partition of the district 
be spent for drainage of the large tract, the lives and properties of the 
unfortunate villagers may be saved. The absence of the means of com- 
munication throws people out of touch with their neighbours. The 
absence of quite an adequate number of educational institutions is 
making the days of enlightenment a thing of the distant future. 

If, of money, there is enough and to spare, I would fervently join 
vdth my countrymen in appealing to Government, in the language of 
the poet to — 

Call your poor to regale with you, 

All the lowly, the destitute; 

Make their neighbourhood health-fuller, 

Give your gold to the Hospital; 

Let the weary be comforted, 

Let the needy be banquetted;” 

and not to think of spending money on what yet wait, as it has 
waited, for a good number of years, according to the showing of the 
Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler. We do not require to be told that ** the 
district and subdivisional boundaries are not sacrosanct,** and that senti- . 
ment should not be allowed to stand in the way of carrpn^ oUt schen^ 
dictated by administrative exigency. I support whole-heaVt^ly the 
rneficm of our, learned friend Mr. Sulurawardy, because' we are led 
in tibds. matter by motives other than disinterest,, and b^ to dctemeiid * 
H to the goodi cense and wisdom of this Council. 

HkH UMf OHAMMA dANAHl The resolution that 
betoea the House has been fully discust fnxdi idl piettUe 
viem.^isMr the voting of grants in conneeiMHft wt0i t 
ViEithinit, therefore^ goutg into diHaUs, I 
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mgin |»omt# agaiast the proposed partition and try to anewer the atgu*> 
meiiis advanced in its favour from the side of the Ooventment. 

!rhe stain arguments for the partition are : — 

( 1 ) The area and the population of the District is very large for 

one district officer. 

( 2 ) By a partition greater increase of administrative efficiency 

would be secured. 

(t?) That a considerable amount of money has already been si^ettt. 

( 4 ) That the Government of India sanctioned the partition of the 

District as far back as 1913. 

With regard to the first point — ^my answer is — there are at least three 
other districts in Bengal with an area and population equal to that of 
Midhapore, namely, Mymensingh, Bakarganj, and the 34-Parganas. 
Of the total area of about 6,000 square miles in Midnapore, 1,500 square 
miles are covered with jungles. The old district with its headquarters 
at Midnapore would consist of 2,688 square miles with a population of 
2,088,477, but out of Giis area, if the jungle land is excluded, the total 
area would be 1,100 square miles only, whiqh is too small an area for an 
independent district with a large set of officers as at present. The new 
district of Hijli, which is sought to be carved out of the old district, 
would also be considerable impoverished. Then again the other dis- 
tricts of Bengal, which entail more or less the same amount of admin- 
istrative work cannot be partitioned. 

Secondly, it is “contended that for greater efficiency in the adminis- 
trative work smaller areas are suitable but what is efficient adminis- 
tration P Does it not mean an administration under which the educa- 
tional, industrial, agricultural, economic and sanitary conditions of 
the people advance rapidly and efficiently? But this can never be 
possible simply by dividing up bigger districts into smaller ones, unless 
money is available directly for those objects. The people would in no 
Way be the better off by having a double and treble set of District 
officers instead of one. 

Then with regard to the third point. If it is found on a mature and 
delibetaie consideration that the step, taken for the partition of the 
diairict was erroneous, it is far better not to spend money on the pro- 
}^t any more. The real point is not that so much money has alr^y 
b^n qmnt-^thoiigh a large amount can yet be recovered by selling off 

landji and buildings— but that whether money ought to be spent on 
a project which is found to be of no advantage to the i)eople. , Is it pru* 
deni to tor to Vraate more money because we have wasM a gocpdr deal 
ah^yl^ Hepcct if we find that the partition is a wastefut» improdue* 
1^ nnntomiuT peo^e would not in uy imy be 

we cannot spend money on it. 
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Coming to the fourth point, It ja said that the Ooyernment of India 
sanctioned the partition. But it did so on the recommendation of the 
Government of Bengal. Hence, it is no ground for partition at all, 
and, if it is put forward as an additional ground, it is really an argu- 
ment in a circle. If the foundations for the recommendations of the 
Government of Bengal be examined and found to be untenable, the 
sanction of the Government of India or of the Home Government has no 
intrinsic force in itself. 

Let me now place before the House my reasons against the parti- 
tion;— 

(1) The first and the foremost is that the people do not want it. 
It has been suggested in certain quarters, that the agitation against 
the partition has been engineered by interested parties, naniely, the| 
samindars, the pleaders and the doctors, but this is absolutely without 
any foundation as the people of the district have ventilated their griev- 
ance from the platform and through the press, ai\jl also by numerous 
petitions and memorials, and 1 do most emphatically repudiate any 
such unfounded insinuation, and I may tell this Council that during 
the time when the voting of grants in connection with the last Budget 
came up before the House, I was unavoidably absent for a few days, and 
the voting of grants for partition of the district of Midnapore came up 
before the House during my absence. I had to explain the circum- 
stances of my absence publicly — so high is popular sentiment about the 
matter. 

(2) Secondly, there is no need for partition at all, und for the follow- 
ing reasons: — 

(i) The District Officer’s work has been much lightened by th^ 
appointment of an Additional District Magistiute. 

(n) The District Officer has been relieved of his duties as Chair- 
man of the District Board and of the Municipality. 

(m) The District Magistrate is no longer at the head of the Begia- 
tration Department of the District. 

(ti?) Under the existing arrangement his connection with the Excise, 
Police, Cess and Revenue Departments is only nominal. . 

(v) For the last century and a half of British connection^ during 
the, early part of which a considerable amount of iqpade^wmrk: 

, (such %s Surveys, Decennial and Permanent l^ttleineut):b|Ml 
. to, be undertaken and carried out,^ one single Distri^ Qtfleer 
was found to be quite sufficient to cope withi the :i!roi^%jQf 
administration. In those days there were no rajdw^ysj vim 
laid*out pucqa and kutcha roa^ canals fmd 
venien^ mcAns of coinmiuucatipna^ [ 

trict to tie other. , * 
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('oi^ Ift, spite of its big area the district has progressed ^ell. 
Literacy in Midnapore is 9 per cent, whereas in smaller dis* 
^tricts, such as, Rangpur, Malda, Rajshahi, Pabna, it varies 
from 4 to 6 per cent. The average death-rate is lower than 
Bankura, Hooghly, Khulna, Dinajpur, Nadia and other 
districts. The economic condition of the people of the dis- 
trict compares favourably with other districts; a compari- 
son of the crime statements would show that the number of 
crimes in Midnapore is not greater than smaller districts and 
the number of serious crimes is less than that of many other 
districts. Midnapore is a purely agricultural district with- 
out any mill population. 

(3) The cost of partition would be about 40 lakhs of rupees, with 
an additional I'ecurring expense of about 2 lakhs of rupees. This the 
province is not in a position to bear at present. It is an unnecessaiy 
and unproductive scheme. 

(4) The old town is in a decaying condition. It would still more 
deteriorate if the disj^rict is partitioned. The old District Board and the 
Municipality would be impoverished to suqh an extent that it would be 
difficult for them to meet the cost of ap-keep of the existing establish- 
ments. 

Thus I have summarised my reasons against the partition and, with 
these words, F press this motion for the acceptance of the House. 


DEVENORA LAL KHAN: I rise to accord my whole- 
hearted support to the i*esolutiou. The question of partition of Midiia- 
pore has been for a long time before the public and at this late hour of 
t^e day, I believe, I shall not have to give a detailed account of the 
.various reasons against such a proposal as the partition of Midnapore. 
It is quite well known to every one of this House that this proposal 
^8 .been,, on occasipns more than one, most ruthlessly attacked by the 
general public of the district and denounced in the press. Only the 
other clay, this House at the time of “demands for grants “ unani- 
mously rejected the demand of a sum of money for effecting this scheme 
of partition. Sir, the peoples’ indignation has many times l)een given 
e^cpr^eion to by holding public demonstrations which must have given 
^pof pomtive to the., Government— if any such proof was at all necessary 
-^thai'.they view snch action, of the Government with unqualified die- 
ilMfore entering into a, discussion of the arguments, I would 
this opportunity tos bring once again home to the authorities the 
frolillg^ond opinion of the people of my district in urging upon the 
^ n| the; necef^ity of giving up the scheme, nothing short of . 

Ae^ple. There is time yet ^ the Odvenmient to 
of .theisitaation that tiiie if gii^ effect to, 
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will create^ and tlie disastroua conaeqUene^ that auch UnWisdoui^ will 
naturally breed. 

Sir, it ia said that Midnapore is one of the two'^ biggest districts of 
Bengal. So far as the geographical area is concerned, I admit, it is 
true. Oovemment in its zeal for carrying out its policy often and anon 
puts forth the arguments that the vast extent of the distoict stanjds in 
the way of its efficient administration.” The hollowness of this 
argument stands exposed to you when you will learn that barring the 
large tracts of waste lands and jungles that mostly abound in north 
Midnapore, for administrative purposes the district does not represent 
a size that involves greater difficulties than what is felt in some other 
districts of our province. As for the arduousness of the task of the 
District Magistrate — well, during the long course of time in the past 
it has never been complained of until the idea of partition caught the 
brains of our Government in recent times. Moreover, the institution 
of the system of non-official chairmanship of district boards has relieved 
the District Magistrate very much of his duties and responsibilities 
that were formerly attached to him. Over and above, the assistance of 
and Indian Civil Service subordinate called Additional or Joint or 
Assistant Magistrate has gone a great way to Im^g^t^t^his burden of the 
more important functions that he had to do formerly himself alone. 
So the question of efficiency will not suffer any the more now. 

Then, Sir, those who have any knowledge of the internal condition 
of the district will at once admit hat the partition will render the people 
of the district as a whole and especially the people of north Midnapore — 
the constituency that I have the honour to represent here — ^poorer in 
their resources, weaker in their corporate strength and, what more, back- 
ward in moral and material progress. Sir, I will very briefly relate my 
reasons here. ^ 

The subdivisions of Contai and Tamluk are navigable parts of the 
district and, as such the riverway forms the chief communication there," 
whereas the Sadar and Ghatal subdivisions have quite a large number of 
metalled roads which are the only means of communication to the peo^e 
of that part of the district. Now the district board has to maintain them 
at an enormous cost. The result of this partition would be, either the 
district board with its limited resources will be under the neoMuty ^ 
abandoning some of the roads which in its turn will cause serious 
venience to the people concerned, or to maintain them at a huge coS^- 
an additional burden to which the poor people I am snie will sucbmusK 
Then again, Sir, the Government nowadays advanoet ^A^frivokim ; 
text' that ali^dy so many rupees have been speti^ oiMMta^ 
buildinga at Kharagpur; if now the schenm is 
pubHe money will go tbt nothing. To arg^Snt | 
sayr-^why did-;Mt tUS'sense of 
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yet to save good money from being squandered after bad. Sir, I 
understand that a sum of twenty lakhs of rupees will be necessary for 
the purpose, besides the recurring expenditure from year to year. We 
have begun with a deficit of two and a half crores of rupees so it will 
not be prudent for us to spend this large sum now on this scheme. 

Sir, before resuming my seat I would request this Council, and 
through it the Government, to accept this resolution which embodies 
the voice of the people against a painful grievance of my district. 
Though it principally concerns the district of Midnapore, but looked at 
from a broader point of view it is a question of the whole province. 

With these few words, I whole-heartedly support the resolution and 
hope the Council will unanimously accept it. 

Maharaja K8HAUNI8H CHANDRA ROY Bahadur: I beg to move 
that the question be now put. 

The PRE8IDENT: I think that the Government Member should be 
given an opportunity to reply before the closure is put. 

CHIEF 8ECRETARY to GOVERNMENT (Mr. J. Donald); I propose 
to accede to the suggestion which you haVe put forward aud be brief. 
This question of the partition of Midnapore has been talked about so 
often — ^we have had many discussions and we have had the old argu- 
ments repeated to-day — that I do not propose to go deeply into the 
arguments and repeat what has been said on previous occasions. It was 
only three months ago that we discussed this question. It is a very 
old question — it dates back to the year 1836. The present proposals 
had their origin in 1913, and, although many attempts were made to 
partition the district, financial considerations stood in the way and 
nothing was done. The question was taken up by the District Admin- 
istration Committee in 1914, and thoroughly examined by them. 
Thereafter Lord Carmichael himself went and examined the question 
on the spot and came to the conclusion that it would be impossible to 
introduce a satisfactory system of local self-government unless 
the district was divided into two districts of manageable size. 
Subsequently in 1915^ on two occasions, the scheme was supported 
by the late Legislative Council, and, as members are aware, very consider- 
able progress has been made in buildings since then. I need say little 
on the merits of the question for the partition of this district as the matter 
has already been put before the Council so often. It is essential in the 
interests of good administration and specially of efScient local self-gov- 
ernmhnt. Under modern conditions of administration the work of the 
district cannot be carried on efficiently with the ordinary staff of a district, 
Thearea is too large. .We have made temporary arrangements at present 
— an additional District Magistrate, additional police, etc., but these afe 
merely a makeshift and no satisfactory solution of the difficulty. But 
apart from the merits of the question, the Council must give heed to the 
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Gommitnient which we have already incurred. It was pointed out in 
March last that a sum of about Rs. 8,53^000 had already been spent on 
buildinj^s and that further expenditure had been incurred to the extent 
of Rs. 1,47,000: so practically Rs. 10 lakhs have already been spent. It 
has been stated that the cost of this partition will amount to Rs. 27 lakhs, 
but this is for a fully equipped district — a first class district up to date 
with all essential buildings. The estimate of works in progress however 
is calculated to cost about Rs. 19 lakhs and when we have these buildings 
we shall be able to start the new district. As I have already said, we 
had spent Rs. 10 lakhs up to the end of March — we have already incurred 
further expenditure since then, and we have entered into contracts to 
carry on the work which will practically take up the whole of the amount 
that was put in the budget this year. 

His Excellency, in addressing the Council on the 7th April last, pointed 
this out to this Council, and when the views of the Council were placed 
before him, and His Excellency decided that the demand for the construc- 
tion of these buildings in connection with the partition of the Midnapore 
district was essential to the discharge of his responsibility and gave a 
certificate accordingly, I think the discussion on the subject might well 
have ended there. His Excellency told you then that we would be o\it 
of pocket to the extent of nearly Rs. 13 lakhs with a number of unfinished 
buildings on our hands which could not be put to any use. That sum of 
Rs. 13 lakhs has now been considerably increased. We have work in 
hand to the full extent of the provision in the budget for the current 
year. The work too, as I have said, has advanced considerably. The 
buildings at Jhargram are approaching completion, and it is hoped that 
it will be possible to open the subdivision about the beginning of the cold 
weather. The same is the case with Hijli — ^the principal buildings are 
getting on, the Treasury and Collectorate buildings are practically com- 
plete, tbe Police reserve lines far advanced, while the residences of the 
various officials are well in progress. 

I put it to the Council that when the work has advanced to this stage, 
when the scheme initiated in 1913, endorsed on two occasions by the 
Legislative Council, and finally certified by His Excellency as essential 
— when so much progress has been made and everything is in train for 
the opening of a new district and a new subdivision in the beginning of 
the next cold weather — it is out of the question now to withdraw and tq 
abandon the scheme. I would ask the Council therefore to reject the 
resolution. 

The PRESIDENT: I think I should give Mr. Nasim Ali a chance of 
speaking on this resolution. 

Mr. HU8EYN 8HAHEED 8UHRAWARDY: Will he speak W a 
OoTernment member on behalf of QoTenunentf 
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MEMBER in eharge of POLITICAL DEPARTMENT (the Hpn’ble 
Sir Henry Wheeler): Mr. Donald has already replied on behalf of Gov- 
ernment. 

Mrs 8YED NA8IM ALI: I think I ought to say something on this 
resolution because the mover has particularly referred to me. The reso- 
lution has been moved by a barrister, who does not reside in the district, 
supported by a zaniindar and again by two other lawyers. That is how 
the matter stands. 

Now,, the only argument that has been advanced in support of the 
resolution is this: that the wishes of the people are that the district 
should not be partitioned. Who are these people? By the ** people ” 
do we mean a set of gentlemen sitting one fine morning in the house of 
another gentleman and passing certain resolutions and publishing them 
in the newspapers? By the '^people’^ do we mean a certain section of 
the people of the town of Midnapore who have certain vested interests at 
stake and who want that this resolution should be carried? Will the 
mover let me know, in his reply, who were the representatives of the 
Panskura thana in that meeting in which ihai resolution was passed? 
Will the mover let me know who were the representatives of the Ghatal 
subdivision in that august meting where it was declared that this parti- 
tion should bo annulled? Will the mover let me know who were the 
representatives of the Tamluk subdivision who wanted that this partition 
should be annulled ? Is it not a fact that the real people were not repre- 
sented in these meetings, the proceedings of which were published recent- 
ly in the newspapers a few days ago? I know how these things are 
managed, and we all know whether even the wishes of the people have 
been at all consulted in this matter. Now, one member has said that it 
is not those persons who have interests at stake who want that this parti- 
tion should be annulled, but it is a very curious thing that nobody has ever 
said in his arguments that if the partition be effected whether the people 
will gain or lose. Has any member suggested before the House that, if 
this partition be effected, it would not really benefit the people? 

Mr. HU8EYN 8HAHEED 8UHRAWARDY: I tried my best to 
impress on the Council that the people would considerably lose if the par- 
tition were effected. If the gentleman was not present in the Council at 
that time, it was not my fault. 

Mr. 8YED NA8IM ALI: My friend has interrupted me and has stated 
that people would lose. But in what respect and how ? Does the mover 
suggest that if this partition be effected, then the co-operative system 
wpuld not really be as prevalent in the district as it is now ? Has the 
mover suggested that if really this partition be not annulled, then the 
agflAculture and industries of the district will not develop ? On the other 
hand I think, and I have got some authority to say, that it is the agricul- 
turists who would really benefit if t||e district be partitioned, and if 

h2 
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proper opportunities are availed of for spreading the principle of co-opera- 
tion amongst the agriculturists and also for the development of other 
industries. Now one member has suggested that the annulment of the 
partition is necessary because we find that in comparison with other dis- 
tricts the number of deaths, crimes and the amount of illiteracy is very 
small in Midnapore. It reminds me. Sir, of the argument of a certain 
layman who put a certain question to a logician. His argument was — 
well, without reading logic this man can argue very well, and so what 
is the good of reading logic at all. The logician answered that if, with- 
out reading logic he had done so much, then by reading logic he would do 
still better. Because the number of deaths and crimes is very small and 
the district has got certain advantages, that is no argument why further 
steps should not be taken for the development of that district and, if 
sufficient facilities are given, the number of deaths and crimes will 
dwindle down still more. Then one of the arguments advanced was 
that there are other big districts in the province and when they have not 
been partitioned why do you partition the Midnapore district? Now 
that is an argument which carries no weight. If once we decide that 
for efficiency of administration and for development of agricuture and 
industries, the partition of a particular district is necessary and simply 
because that cannot be done for shortage of funds in connection with 
other districts, therefore, the partition of this particular district must 
be stopped — this is an argument which I fail to appreciate at all. It 
1ms been argued that a man from the borders of Midnapore has only 
supported it, but I think that that man from the borders of Midnapore has 
often been in some of the remotest villages of the Midnapore district, but 
the mover, except alighting from the train^ taking a gharry and going to 
the Midnapore town, has never stepped his shoes in the mufassal of the dis- 
trict. It is also evident that if this district be partitioned, then the law- 
yers and the zamindars would be inconvenienced. There cannot be the 
slightest^doubt about it. It also reminds me of the history of the parti- 
tion of the Hooghly and Howrah districts. We all know that Hooghly 
was the main district and that the District Judge’s and other offices were 
all located in that district. The people of Howrah moved for the trans- 
fer of these offices to Howrah and some gentlemen from Hooghly opposed 
it and we all know why they did it. Subsequently the people of Howrah 
succeeded, and I do not think that anybody has ever suggested that there 
has been any loss to the people of Howrah on account of this partition, 
or that the people of Howrah have ever said that they have lost anything. 
It is only after the partition is effected that the people at large begin to 
realise the fruits of it. The whole argument is based upon sentiment 
and self-interest. It is also evident that some language has been used 
which would go to show that the gentlemen who want this annulment 
have nothing in view except that the old state of things must contilftie 
and that the old town must remain as it is. The argument put forward 
by the mover tends to show that he cares more for his own town than for 
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the poor mufassalities who live in the distant villaj^es. His whole argu- 
ment is that, if the district be partitioned, the municipality would be 
uncared for and therefore somebody would suffer, and that is where the 
shoe pinches. 

With theses li^ords, I oppose the resolution. 

Maharaja K8HAUNI8H CHANDRA ROY Bahadur: I beg to move 
that the question be now put. 

Mr. HU8EYN 8HAHEED 8UHRAWARDY: I submit I have got 
a right of reply. 

The PRE8IDENT: You will have no right of reply if the closure is 
carried. • 

The motion that the question be now put was then put and lost. 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH RAY: I have great pleasure in support- 
ing this resolution. It will be in the recollection of many monihers 
of the House that when the budget estimates came before us, I ujoved 
an amendment to the effect that the expenditure for the partition of 
Midnapore be not voted. That resolution was carried by a fairly large 
majority of the members of this House. I am soiTy to say that His 
Excellency was pleased to 

The PREBIDENT: I do not think you need refer to the action taken 
by His Excellency. 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH RAY: Very well, I shall not. I think 
that that item of expenditure has been restored. Now, what are the 
facts. I understand that after restoring this item, they are now very 
busy working with the scheme for the partition of Midnapore. The 
works are now very much more in progress. I fully realise the fact that 
a very large amount, nearly Rs. 10 lakhs, has been spent to effect this 
partition, viz., in the erection of new buildings. Wo have very great 
doubts whether we would get those advantages which the olficinls think 
would accrue from the partition. My friend, the mover of the resolu- 
tion, has already told you that the headquarters of the two districts are 
only six miles apart, that is, you can go from the headquarters of one 
district to another district within 15 minutes. How will the people be 
benefited thereby?* Of what advantage will the partition be to them? 
The people who come from the interior of the district could as well go 
another six miles to reach the headquarters. Now let us see the cost. 
The cost would be another District Magistrate, another District Judge, 
andther District Superintendent of Police, at least a couple of Deputy 
Superintendents of Police, a. Jailer, a Civil Surgeon, and a Jail which 
means tiiat the partition would cost about Rs. 2 lakhs per annum. 
Well, I would say that instead of spending this two lakhs in having 
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a separate set of ofELcials, why do not you spend a lakh of rupees in 
having a good Technical College at Midnapore? Why dol not you 
open a medical school at HidnaporeP Why do not you make the 
present college at Midnapore, which only teaches up to the F.A. 
standard, a college reading up to the B.A. standard? Now you can 
do all these things with the two lakhs of rupees which you want to 
spend in this partition scheme. This is, I think, one of the grounds 
on which my friends ought to support the presents resolution. 

Then my hon’ble friend, Mr. Donald, has told you that this parti- 
tion scheme has been under consideration since the year 1836. I did 
not know that — ^he has also told you that the scheme had matured in 
the year 1913, when Lord Carmichael was the Governor of Bengal. 
Since the year 1836, that is, close upon a century, if this partition 
scheme could remain in abeyance, and it Wivs only a few years ago that 
Lord Carmichael went to the spot and thought that something should 
be done, I think the present Government could have stayed their hands 
for another year or two. We know full well that the province is now 
very much in need of money. We have not got any money to spare 
and to add, at this time, another recurring expenditure of Rs. 2 lakhs 
is, I think, impolitic. Well, I am told that when the proposal for 
partition wm published in the press, there were eight petitions from 
the people to the Government. What has 'my friend Mr. Nasim Ali 
to say to this? And then there is another fact that Mr. Nasim Ali, 
who has opposed this resolution, is not a resident of Midnapore. So, 
he has no right to oppose the resolution with that vehemence which a 
resident of the place can do. Well, I may tell you that I have got my 
relations who hold large landed properties in the district of Midnapore, 
and I have never heard any complaints from them that this district 
ought to be partitioned and that they are put to any sort of inconve- 
nience because the district! is not partitioned. For, these reasons, I 
beg to support the resolution of my friend Mr. Suhrawardy. 

BiAu KI8H0RI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: I do not propose to take 
up much time of the House. I rise to support the resolution. This 
House, only a few months ago by a large majority, accepted the pro- 
position that the partition of Midnapore was not necessary. Tlie ques- 
tion arose no doubt at the time of the budget debate, but incidentally 
we had to consider whether the people concerned liked it, or whether 
any necessity for the partition on administrative grounds was made out 
and whether the cost was not prohibitive. On these three grounds, I 
think, we came to the conclusion that neither of the grounds in favour 
of partition was made out and it was not at all advisable to incur so 
heavy an expenditure over the partition for which there is no demand 
from the people concerned; and by a large majority we refused the 
provision made in the budget. His Excellency certified that a certain 
portion of the expenditure is necessary for completing the half-^done 
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works. If tkat question bad come before tbe House— -tbat for comple* 
tion of some works some amount was necessary, tbat would bave been 
allowed even by this House. Because some of tbe bouses bave been 
built at some expense, is it a ground 

The PRESIDENT: You are practically criticisiug the speech of 
His Excellency which you are not entitled to do. 

B9tou KISHORI MOHAN CHAUDHURI; I am not going to say 
anything about His Excellency’s speech. A certain amount was gi anted 
and certified, simply, as far as I remember, for completing the 
works undertaken. To that, of course, we have no objection and I do. 
not say anything against it. The houses that have been built may be 
utilised for other purposes as has been done in the case of Dacca build- 
ings. Some schools might be opened there. But simply because we 
spent a few lakhs, that is no reason wh^ we should 8i)end a good deal 
more and why there should be a duplication of officers and a consequent 
heavy expenditure. Now, because the work could not be. stopped, a 
question has arisen here for a final opinion of thi.s House whether the 
partition should be proceeded with or given up for good. We already 
thought over all the questions involved and we have also heard the 
objection of Mr. Nasim Ali and I think no new case has been made 
out for going against our deliberate opinion after a full discussion at the 
time. Mr. Nasim Ali now says that no representative of the people 
came forward to oppose the partition; but at least we have not 
also heard that a portion of the people are really in favour of j>arti- 
tion. We have not seen the proceedings of any meeting held by 
the people of Midnapore that the partition should be proceeded with 
and it should not be abandoned. In that case by that argument we 
cannot come to the conclusion that the people concerned really liked 
that the partition should be proceeded wdth. I think, therefore, that 
as we held then, though incidentally, and as no fresh reasons have 
been put forward for changing our opinion, we should come to tbe same 
conclusion and should uphold our expression of opinion that the parti* 
tion is not necessary. This is not the time, when we are faced wth 
a heavy deficit, for undertaking a thing which would cost us a good 
deal and for which it would be ncces.sary to incur an annual recurring 
expenditure amounting to Bs. 2 lakhs. 

Under these circumstances, I think that we should support this 
resolution. 

Rai JOCENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur: This matter 
should not be lightly disposed of. The Government have taken a very 
strong attitude in regard to it. His Excellency the Governor has 
vetoed our resolution about it. Now the question is this. If we support 
the. resolution of Mr. Suhrawardy we must be prepared to give suffi- 
cient reasons, such reasons as may seem to His Excellency to be good. 
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Sir, it is said that since 1836 the proposal for the partition of Midnapore 
has been afoot. True, Midnapore is a very large district and it may 
well be divided if there is money to do so. Now, it is said it came up 
again some ten years ago. It was then proposed to have the head- 
quarters of the new district at Contai. That is a proposition which one 
could understand. That would be a division of the district. Then 
Mr. Kerr opposed, the partition. Now, Sir, to have another district 
only five miles from Midnapore can you call it a hand fide partition. 
People think that it is not in the interests of the people that this is 
being done. If it were in the interests of the people, we might have 
gone to Contai, but you shall not go there. Five miles are within the 
suburbs of Midnapore town. What reason can there be for having 
another district ill the suburbs of the same town? Sir, there is a pro- 
verb in our country that the woman who loves the child more than the 
mother is a witch. All the people of Midnapore have protested against 
this partition of placing the headquarters five miles from MidnaiK)re. 
Why should other people, who have no interests in the district, come 
forward and say let us have partition Why should men, officers, 
English officers for the matter of that, go against the wishes of the 
people. There is absolutely no reason whatsoever for it, and the time 
has come that at least in these matters the Government should remem- 
ber that this is after all a foreign Government and that it should never 
go against the wishes of the people. Now it is said that we had spent 
Bs. 10 lakhs. The entire expenditure would be Bs. 27 lakhs. If there 
are good reasons for having a district town within five miles of Midna- 
pore, we would have said let there be a partition.” But if that divi- 
sion is absolutely untenable and unreasonable, if Bs. 10 lakhs have been 
spent, and unwisely spent, should another Bs. 17 lakhs be si)ent again ? 
Then it has been said that it is clear that another Bs. 2 lakhs would be 
the annual expenditure. Why should this expenditure be incurred at 
all? Are we in anyway in a sound financial position? When we ask 
for drinking water, when we ask for medical relief, we say there is 
no money; but for the pleasure, and for the luxury of partition, Mthere 
is Bs. 17 lakhs at once and Bs. 2 lakhs a year recumng. We shall 
never support such a procedure: Let the Government show the necessity, 
let the Government meet these arguments of ours and then let them 
veto our resolution. 

Dr. A. 8UHRAWARDY: T had no desire to intervene in this debate 
but, if I rise to-day to speak, I do so, because I have discovered in 
this Council an hon’ble gentleman, who has thought it fit to play the 
part of the woman who loves a child more than its mother,” to quote 
the proverb just cited by Bai Jogendra Chunder Ghose Bahadur. The 
hon’ble member has thought it fit to question- the representative charac- 
ter of the speakers in- support of the resolution. First, of all he has 
questioned the representative character of the mover of the resolution. 
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For his benefit, let me quote his own speech as to who the mover of 
the resolution is. In his previous speech, he said : — 

I thought that the gentleman who has been returned from the Burdwan DiTieion, 
South, Mr. Zahid (sic) Suhrawardy, would have said something on this matter 
because he is a representative of the rural Muhammadans of Midiiapore. Babu 
Sarat Chandra Janah . . . represents only one portion of the district. Where- 
as in Midnapore if a Muhammadan wanted to be returned, ho has got to secure 
votes from the entire district, and it is the Muhammadan candidate who can 
really tell the House what the difficulties are, even of informing the voters of their 
right to vote and the date thereof. 

Well, it is that Muhammadan representative, Mr. SImheed Suhra- 
wardy, who is the mover of this resolution, and that is his authority for 
representing th(B views of the people of Midnapore. He is nobody, he 
is not competent to speak on behalf of the people of Midnai^re but 
the hon’ble gentleman, hailing from the banks of the llupnarayan, who 
had to beat a hasty retreat from Midnapore, wlmni the voters of 
Midnapore knew not, who would like to play the Blue Beard here also 
and have Midnapore cut asunder, for having rejmlsed his overtures, 
is the fittest person to speak on behalf of Midnapore. 1 quote his own 
words : — 

I was a candidate for election for the Burdwan South Muhammadan area, 
which .comprises the districts nf Howrah, Hooglhy and Midnapore. I tried my 
best to inform my voters that I would stand as a candidate, and, when 1 tried to 
find out means of communication, 1 found it was impossible to inform my voters 
that an election would take place and that they had the right to vote. 

But in spite of that Mr. Shaheed Suhrawardy experienced no diffi- 
culty and he has been returned by an overwhelming majority of votes 
by the Muhammadans of South Burdwan Division comprising the di's- 
tricts of Howrah, Hooghly and Midnai>ore, and if Midnapore knows 
not the hon’ble Maulvi it is not the fault of want of communication. 
The fault is the other way about. 

Then there is the Kumar of Narajole who represents the subdivi- 
sions" of Sadar and Ghatal. He is not a nominated member. He is an 
elected representative of the people of Ghatal and Sadar. He is not fit, 
he is not qualified to speak on behalf of the i>eopIe of Midnapore because 
he happens to have considerable landed properties and is a zamindar, 
but the hon’ble Maulvi, who owns not a single inch of land in the 
wide and vast district of Midnapore is the fit and proper person qualified 
to speak on its behalf. 

There is Babu Sarat Chandra Mukhopadhaya, the member for 
Tamluk and Contai, who is also the Chairman of the Municipality of 
Tamkik. He is not a representative of the i)eople of MidnajMre 
but the hon^ble Maulvi, hailing from the hanks of the Rupnarayan, who 
could not get himself elected by the people of Midnaiiore is qualified 
to speak on their behalf. 
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Babu Sarat Chandra Janah, also the representative of the people of 
Contai and Tamluk has spoken on behalf of the people of Mulnapore and 
he is not qualified because he is a lawyer, but the Maulvi from outside 
the district is qualified to speak. 

Then I might also place my own Tiews before the House. But I 
fear to tread where the hon’ble Maulvi has rushed in. I do not 
represent Midna^re on the Legislative Council. I am the representa- 
tive of Dacca. I am, however, encouraged by the example of the 
hon’ble Maulvi and I am reminded that, I happen to be the Chainmin 
of the District Board of Midnapore. I have taken the trouble to 
ascertain the views of the elected representatives of the people on the 
District Board. I have also consulted the members of the Local Boards 
and all of them, without a single exception, have expressed themselves 
unanimously in favour of the annulment of the partition of Midnapore. 
But, I daresay, they are not qualified to speak on behalf of the people 
of Midnapore but the hon’ble Maulvi is the person who must speak on 
behalf of Midnapore. I thought when the hon’ble Maulvi spoke on 
the last occasion he did so because he was smarting under the refusal 
of the Muhammadans of Midnapore to elect him as their representative. 

I should have thought that he had been cured of his rancour by this ' 
time. He has, however, returned to the charge and has surpassed his 
previous performance. It is not to be wondered at. For to-day he haF 
the additional stimulus and incentive of having been mentioned in des- 
patches by His Excellency the Governor. However, I should not be hard 
upon him. I may, for his enlightenment, tell him with reference to 
the difficulties of communication which he had referred to in his last 
speech, and also the House that in Midnapore there are three motor 
services running from Belda to Contai, Chandrakona to Ghatal and 
Panchkura to Tamluk. The unhappy litigant from Bagnan who would 
have liked to engage the hon’ble Maulvi might have motored down from 
Ghatal to Midnapore town, without attempting the impossible task of 
diverting the course of the Rupnarayan or pumping it dry by the estab- 
lishment of the headquarters of a new district at Hijli ! I do not wish 
to dwell at length on this point. Maulvi Nasim Ali, and those of his 
ilk, got their reply on the last occasion in the**‘ Ayes have it ” and I 
daresay to-day again Maulvi Nasim Ali will have his reply in the 
** Ayes have it.*' 

I will not waste the time of the Council further-only one word 
more before I sit down. Whatever arguments might have been advanced 
in favour of the partition of the district of Midnapore, all these 
arguments have disappeared, to my mind, becaitse these aiguments 
apply a fortiori to the district of Mymensingh, a much heavier and 
larger district. When His Excellency, out of deference to the wishes 
of the Council, has given up, if I am not mistaken, the scheme of the 
partition of Mymensingh, all reasons have disappeared on the ground 
of difficulty of administration. Only one argument remains, namely, the 
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argument of expenditure. So much money has been poured into the 
dry and stony soil of Hijli, so much treasure has been sunk, so many 
lakhs and lakhs, are we now to abandon this scheme? Well, Sir, so 
long as I remember the unsettling of the settled fact, so long as I 
remember that money and treasure lavishly poured out by the Govern* 
ment of Eastern Bengal and Assam for the creaiion of a capital at 
Dacca did not stand in the way of the annulment of its partition, so 
long this argument will not appeal to me, nor to the i)eople of Midna* 
pore. So long as we remember that the settled fact of Lord Morley 
could be unsettled by Lord Crewe, so long as we remember that what 
Lord Curzon did. Lord Hardinge could undo, we might still continue 
to hope that what may be done by the Earl of Bonaldshay may be 
undone by the Earl of Lytton. 

The success^ of our efforts depends ui>on the intensity and volume 
of the agitation. The resolution might be negatived, but we will move 
it again and again till we have annulled the partition of Midnapore 
like the partition of Eastern Bengal and Assam. 

With these words, I beg. to support the resolution moved by the 
hon’ble Muhammadan member for Midnapore. 

Mr. HU8EYN 8HAHEED 8UHIfAWARDY; I thank you 
for giving me the opiwtunity to reply to the charges that 
have been levelled against me by Maulvi Nasim Ali. 

1 presume I shall have to acknowledge the authority of Maulvi 
Nasim Ali when he says that he has authority to 
speak on behalf of tlie people of Midnapore because he has been men- 
tioned as a representative by His Excellency, but the people and the 
Council do not acknowledge his authority or set much store by the 
futile arguments that he put forward in his sjieech. He has no atom of 
right to speak on behalf of the people of Midnapore. He has said that 
a barrister, a zamindar and two lawyers have s]X)ken for the i)eopIe of 
Midnapore. The people of Midnapore were foolish enough to return 
such men. If he had been returned, he would have been satisfied with 
the acumen of the pepple of Midnapore and with their good sense in 
returning lawyers to the Council. How little Maulvi Nasim Ali knows 
of the facts of the case when he says that the only argument that has 
been advanced is that it is against the wishes of the i>eople of Midna- 
pore. It is not my fault if he is unable to comprehend the other argu- 
ments, it is not my fault if he chooses to be absent when s))eeches are 
being delivered. Can he not imagine what a large amount of money 
will be spent year by year in providing, as I have said, “ soft billets ? 
Can^he not picture to himself the capital and recurring expenditure 
that will have to be incurred over the partition of the district?' How 
little he knows of the people of Midnapore when he says that it is only . 
one gentleman sitting with other gentlemen who pass resolutions and 
forward them for the edification of the Hon'ble Sir Henry Wheeler, how 
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little he knows of the situation when he confines the pi*otest to a meet- 
in/^, which has only been recently held that is since he began to take 
interest in the affairs of Midnapore. In the Government resolution 
No. 6072 PD., of the 7th July, 1913, Political Department, in which 
the Government of Bengal put forward its arguments for the people of 
Midnapore you will find eight memorials attached to it. In the report 
the Government do acknowledge that there is no dissentient voice 
against the partition, and here is a gentleman who comes to speak, I ^ 
believe, on behalf of the people of Midnapore, and denounces its repre- 
sentatives who say exactly the reverse. One last word which I wish 
to say is this : that if the Council passes, with an overwhelming vote, the 
resolution that the partition of Midnapore be annulled, I ask the Govern- 
ment not to treat it as lightly as they treated the budget resolution. 

The motion was then put and carried. 

Withdrawal of Resolution. 

Mr. K. C. M. FAROQUI: I beg leave to withdraw the resolution 
standing in my name. 

The following resolution was then, with the leave of the Council, 
withdrawn ; — 

** This Council recommends to Government that the mainland poT- 
tion of the district of Noakhali be transferred to the district of Tippera, 
and the island portion to the district of Chittagong.*' 

Indian Cavalry for Bengal. 

Babu NALINI NATH ROY. This Council recommends to the 
Government to urge on the Government of India the necessity of mak- 
ing provision for a cavalry unit, like the one-time Bengal Light Dorse, 
in the territorial army of Bengal, if such provision has not already been 
made.** 

On I'eading the resolution over, the first thought that will arise in 
the minds of many members of this Council will be, that it is premature: 
why not wait and see what the Central Government is going to doP 
Why rush into moving resolutions before the necessity for them has 
arisen ? 

I would have liked very much to postpone moving such a resolu- 
tion at such a moment, had I not reason to believe that it is not only 
not premature, but 'this is the critical moment to take action. Not 
only do I not think that the resolution is being moved a moment too 
. soon, but I am afraid 1 may have been already late and should have 
taken action during the first session of this Council. In fact I have 
to move it now on the principle of better late than never.’* 
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That this resolution has not been moved a whit too soon will appear 
rather clearly to those who know what a settled fact means in our days, 
when once a thing is allowed to setUe down, and not given a thoi'Ough 
shaking up, at the moment of dispensing, we know to our cost what it 
means to resettle it. We have, before now, allowed many nieasures to 
become settled facts though not making our existence felt at the proper 
time, and I think if this resolution is not moved now we will be doing 
the same thing again. This scheme of the territorial army is on the 
anvil, has not yet seen the light of day, there is time yet for revision and 
readjustment. For the information of members who are not acquainted 
with the subject, I should state the Indian Defence Force Act, which 
was a war measure, was repealed by two^ Acts passed last year — ^The 
Indian Territorial Forces Act for Indians, and the Auxiliary Forces 
Act for the Europeans. Under section 13 of the Indian Territorial 
Force Act, the Government of India drafted rules for the formation of 
Indian units and circulated them for the expression of opinion amongst 
the public. These rules with the recommendation are being finally con- 
sidered by the Government of India and the Jlilitary authorities. An 
expression of opinion by this Council for the desiriibility of a mounted 
unit will have its weight with those who are framing, the schemes of 
territorial forces. » 

I do not know whether to the incubus of a settled fact, wo may not 
then have to fight against the spirit of prestige? Added to the prob- 
lems of settled fact and prestige, we must have regard to another factor. 
However great may be the differences between the activities of an 
individual and a Government, they are both of them subject to the 
limitations imjwsed on by time. This matter of the territorial army 
is engaging the attention of Government at the present time, the multi- 
farioiisness of its duties may not allow it to attend to it again in a hurry. 

I should also mention the. fact that matters connected with the array 
not only require the attention of the Central Government, but have to 
run the gauntlet, I do not know, of how many departments of the Home 
Government. So to the principle of ** better late than never,’' there is 
the probability that the subject of my resolution can claim the support 
of the other principles of “ now or never.” I should also say that in 
recording our voice in a matter which far transcends in importance 
all other matters in nation-building, we should not be afraid of being 
too early but of being too late. We should never hesitate to si^eak out 
as early as we can possibly do. So I think that I am not at all too 
early but rather this is the psychological moment for me. 

That the leaders of the non-co-operation movement, by trying to 
wreck the present system of the Government before providing for the 
defence of the country, both external and internal, are acting foolishly 
will not require much eloquence to prove to this Council. Then the 
necessary corollary of this proposition that we can not afford to act 
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in an equally foolish manner requires no proving. We have demanded 
for some time and have got a substantial measure of self-government. 
We do not think that this measure of self-government v^hich we have 
got is premature; and there are many of us, myself included, who do 
not doubt that we are fit for an even larger measure of it. What is self- 
government? Councils and Assemblies, s^tutes and regulations in 
themselves no more constitute self-government than a body suffering 
from imralysis of its limbs constitutes health. We cannot legislate a 
foreign foe out of the country, nor can we quell a riot with the entire 
contents of the record rooms of a legislature. Without the ability of 
self-defence, self-government is a meaningless obsession. If it is so, 
the subject of my resolution, if I may be permitted to say so, requires 
no proof, but is a necessary chapter of the proposition that ability of 
self-defence must precede the abilit}' to self-government. Whatever 
other people may do or say, that we, the members of this Council, can- 
not ignore the intimate connection between self-defence and self- 
government, forms my principle plea. If we have got a substantial 
measure of self-government, a substantial measure of the work of self- 
defence must be taken up. If it is said that there is the regular army 
for the purpose, my reply is that not only have we got to fill in the ranks 
of the regular army in all its departments, but of the volunteer forces 
as well. That the volunteer army is a big factor in the defence of the 
country, as well* as in the preservation of internal peace, need not be 
urged upon. Equally with a large measure of self-government and 
equally with the regular army we m\ist fill in the ranks of the volunteer 
forces. Not only that; along with progressive realisation of respon- 
sible self-government, we must press our claims to an even higher share 
in the work of defence of the realm and preservation of peace. One of 
the glorious achievements of the British nation has been the restora- 
tion of internal peace and defence of the country against, invaders. I 
would say, a yet more glorious work remains to be performed to make 
us fit to do this hy ourselves; if not entirely but still progressiugly. 
Let us be given the liberty to defend ourselves where we can be trusted 
to do so. I need not dwell on the oft-repeated expressions that it is 
the natural right of man, gift of God, etc. I will say again, w'hatever 
short-sighted people may do or say, that the ability to self-defend must 
]>Tecede the ability of self-government cannot but be ignored by the 
.members of this Council. This is my principal argument. 

As regards subsidiary points the first is that it will prove very help- 
ful in the preservation of peace in a locality whore no possible measures 
for the purpose should be neglected. The city of Calcutta, the second 
city of the Empire, has got a very large industrial population; this 
city is the centre of an industrial area extending from 25 to 30 miles in 
some directions. The difference between the Indigenous and the large 
imported population from up-country is great not only iu habits and 
customs but in physical strength and rowdmess of character. There 
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are large bodies of Paihans and other fierce people scattered all over 
this area where the difference between elements composing the popu- 
lation is relatively homogeneous, the danger to peace and security is 
small, But where this difference is great, where the two sets of the 
population are alien in character and habits of life, where the one set 
of the population is tinlid and weak and the other set tierce and tuiv 
bulent, and risk to peace and proiJerty is great, in such areas sudden 
widespread and violent disturbances should always be pi'ovided against. 
In this connection, I shall observe that this force will not only 
be a useful addition to the police force of the country, but force of a 
character which is much needed in the country. Some of us will not 
have Gurkhas and hillmen to interfere with us in the preservation of 
peace; but how to replace them? I have spoken Jjefore about unreli- 
able elements which 1 should enlarge and shew in another asi)ect. Not 
only is a heterogeneous conglomeration liable to sudden and violent dis- 
ruption as in cases of racial and religious outbreaks, but the attempt 
at stopping such disturbances by an agency, which is alien in character 
and habits, is bound to miscarry and is more or less otherwise unfor- 
tunate. Events like the recent one which was discussed so much will 
occur and recur. I do not wish to rake up oM sores hut wo can not 
afford to ignore them as pieces of history from which to learn how to 
stop unfortunate events occurring frequently in failure so long as an 
agency, very foreign in character and sympathies, is emjdoyed in quell- 
ing riots or the likelihood of one, these events will recur with mathe- 
matical exactness. The alien agency must be replaced by one more 
native. I do not blame anyone. Not only will a Gurkha fail to do 
justice to a situation in Bengal but a Bengali force vrill fail to deal 
with the sort of justice that is inevitably required in Nepal or Afghan- 
istan. A Bengali Cavalry unit will fit in with this state of things. It 
will be able to cover a wide range and to arrive at the danger zone at 
a time which may make all the difference between loss of life and 
property; and, what is of more importance, of honour and preserva- 
tion thereof. I should point out, at this stage, that whether Calcutta 
is the second city of the Empire or the third or the fourth in import- 
ance in the difficulty of the problem of maintenance of the public peac>e 
against sudden outbreaks of lawlessness, it yields to no other city of 
the Empire. I think this will be readily admitted by those who have 
any remembrance of the history of the Calcutta riots and the giave 
under-current of racial and religious differences of its population. I 
should also sound the note of warning, in the light of the newly awakened 
labour unrest, that the future may not be piegnaiit with peace and 
amity^ but may usher in hard days against which we should make full . 
preparations. It may be said that there are the police armed and 
unarmed — ^tbe military and auxiliary forces to perform this duty for us, 
but what we want is to see some of our own men doing this. We want 
to see our own men — ^Bengali citizen soldiers— -coming out to protect 
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iifl. It may be said that this opportunity is being given to us in the 
shape of an infantry regiment, but is it too early in the day to ask for 
a cavalry unit in the light of local necessities ? 

The second subsidiary point, I will urge, is about the ever-growing 
Police Bill. This effective supplementary force will he available to the 
country at a very cheap rate. I may say praciically without cost, as 
this will be the volunteer force almost wholly providing its own neces- 
sities, the cost will be practically borne by the men themselves. A 
mounted body of troops is a costly item, and in these days ot scarcity 
of revenue this aspect of the case cannot be lightly regarded by the custo- 
dians of the public purse. 

A third subsidiary advantage of having such a cavalry unit remains 
to be mentioned. From a reading of history, as well as from condi- 
tions existing all over the world, we find that defence of the realm is 
considered as a sort of special duty ot the wealthy and leisured class. 
'J'hat those who have a larger stake in the councry should claim a specif 
share in its defence and preservation of internal peace, does not appear 
to me unnatural. I think the Rajas and Maharajas, the Nawabs and 
Kai Bahadurs will demand this cavalry unit of mine almost as a birth- 
right. Although I am myself a democrat, I must acknowledge that 
it has not yet been the proved privilege of the entire nobility and 
gentry of Bengal to appreciate the . merits of democracy., For this 
reason this cavalry unit will strike their fancy, will appeal to the imagina- 
tion of the scions of the nobility and gentry of the land in a way which 
cannot be achieved and which noUiing else can do. If such an oppor- 
tunity is not provided for them they may not come forward in as large 
numbers to serve in the defence of the country as when some recogni- 
tion of their special claim in this department is shown. So, in considera- 
tion of the histoi'ical claim of this class of the population, something 
should be done for them. 

In conclusion, I beg to say that many of us have read and some have 
actually witnessed a scene of widespread rioting and lawless- 
ness, of houses being plundered,, carriages overturned and 
their occupants, including respectable women and children, burnt alive 
in the heart of the city, the Bengali inhabitants of which are being 
protected by Sikhs and Gurkhas, by the Calcutta Light Horse and the 
Calcutta Scottish. This is cetrtainly a defence and effective defence 
too ; but what I would beg to point out is, that it is not self-defence. 

It is not defence of the race, by the race. Is it premature to expect 
and try the experiment of having a Bengali cavalry unit to defend the 
hearths and homes,^ the lives and honour of the women and children erf 
their own race? 

BalHi 8URENDRA NATH RAYS I beg to support the resolution. 

BibU TANKANATH CHAUDHURIs I beg to support this resolu- 
tion whole-heartedly. A nation in order to live miuit be fit to defend ^ 
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its hearth and home. We have heard at great length the necessity of 
forming a cavalry unit. If I remember aright, our Aenerable leader, 
Sir Surendra Nath Banerjea, one day told us in his speech when we were 
trying to recruit for the Bengali regiment that in the early 'eighties 
he had offered himself — he volunteered himself — for service in the 
army, but he was refused entrance into the army then. Now, during 
the war the Bengalis have proved that they can fight; the blame that 
was attached to them that they could not fight has been now washed off. 
At this late hour I do not like to detain the Council longer. I only 
submit that every man ought to be able to defend his own home. 

With these words, I beg to supiwrt the resolution. 

Rai JOCENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur: I beg to support the 
resolution. The Bengalis for a very long time have had no army of 
their own. It is thrown to our face that when we get self-government, 
we shall not be able to protect ourselves. It is an undoubted fact'. 
The British Government — the British in this country — have taught us 
many lessons — lessons of Western culture, lessons of political freedom 
and lessons of nationality, which, it must be said, we had not before. 
But one lesson we have not yet learnt — the lesson of defending our- 
selves. Sir, we read in the Ain-i-Akbari that at the time of Akbar, 
the Kayastha ssamindars of Bengal supplied the Empire, wHh 3,00,000 
of infantry, 70,000 cavalry, and the corresponding artiller, and ships. 
Those were days when the Moghuls taught the /.amindars of Bengal 
to supply them with an army. It is a fact that Sher Shah conquered the 
Moghuls with a Bengali army. It is a fact that the English conquered 
India partly with Bengali pykes and soldiers. It is a fiaot that the 
soldiers of the Bistoopur Rajas fought successfully against the Mah- 
rattas. What has become of the martial races? You cannot now find 
,a single man even to be a proper constable from the ranks of the Ben- 
galis: you have to go up-country for them. This is the state of 
things. We must give our people a training. The time is surely 
coming when we shall get self-government but self-government without 
an. army is an impossibility. When the British teach us self-govern- 
ment, they should also teach us lessons of ruilitary service. 
Unfortunately the teiins of service in the Military Brunch arc such 
that the well-to-do tenantry of Bengal will not go into it. Now, my 
friend here proposes that there should be a cavalry unit like the one- 
time Bengal Light Horse, that is to say, a cavalry unit consisting of 
the sciops of the aristocracy of the land. There are many among them 
who spend their time only in hunting and pleasure-seeking. They 
would be very glad to come forward , to form themselves into a cavalry 
unit like the Bengal Light Horse, and T do hope that they will 
have the patriotism to come at once and not mind the expenditure. 
Let them show an example and others will follow. We shall have a 
ierrilorial army in' the near future. Tiet the aristocracy of the land 
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who are the vanguard of the nation — ^liko the zamindars of Akbar’s 
time — come forward and form one cavalry unit at least for self-defence. 
We know very well tl^e dangers that* are around us ; I need not go 
fully into them. We are in the midst of very great dangers. There- 
fore, it is time that we should be able to protect ourselves, and the 
only thing, and the only way, in which it can be done is for the great 
zamindars to come forward and enlist themselves in a body in a light 
cavalry which should at least be one thousand strong. 

The Hon’ble Sir HENRY WHEELER: I am afraid, Sir, that in 
spite of your exhortation that speeches should be curtailed there has so 
far been little indication of greater brevity; rather a tendency is mani-‘ 
fest in the opposite direction. I will therefore deal, as shortly as 
possible, with the merits of this particular proxK)sal. 

The resolution itself is an echo of an interesting exix?riment which 
was initiated during the war. It was in 1917 that the idea of a volun- 
teer Indian cavalry unit in Bengal was put forward, and it was greatly 
helped by Colonel Pugh. After a somewhat lengthy discussion, it 
became an accomplished fact, and some 200 ax>plications for member- 
ship were received. Training started in February 1918, and continued 
very nearly for a year, till January 1919. During that time about 124 
troopers went through the camp, and at the end 74 of them were fully 
trained. The corps exjierienced various vicissitudes in its career, but 
it was well spoken of by those who saw the men at work, and there 
was not the slightest doubt that it did enlist the keen enthusiasm of 
a fair number of young men, who worked hard to make themselves fit 
for the purpose for which they enlisted. The Bengal Government 
throughout gave all the assistance in its power to the scheme, and 
recommended it to the favourable consideration of the Government of 
India. The present resolution, as I understand it, would like to see 
that unit made permanent in the territorial force for Bengal. 

Now, as is fairly common knowledge, a future territorial scheme foi 
India has been approved, and though its details have not yet been 
authoritatively given Out, the Pioneer of the 25th June had an article 
which, I take it, was a fairly accurate forecast. The whole subject of 
military expenditure, I may scarcely remind the Council, is in the 
hands of tho Army Department, which has full control and also finds 
the funds. Now, taking this forecast as accurate, it would seem that 
what is contemplated, apart from University Corps, is six territorial 
infantry units for the whole of India, of which one is to be allotted to 
Bengal. There is no mention in this forecast, be it intelligent or other- 
wise, of a cavalry unit in any province; and it would seem therefore 
likely that the intention of the Army autboritiQs is to see first what 
succe&s is achieved in the matter of infantry regiments before going 
further. Without any derogation of this Presidency, it is of course 
obvious that, geographically, there^are other provinces in India better 
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suited to the use of cavalry than Bengal. Well, if tliat is the inten- 
tion of the authorities, and if, as we know, the whole question of military 
expenditure rests with them, we, as Government, cannot do more in 
this connection than lay the result of this discussion before the Gov- 
ernment of India, leaving the matter in their hands, What the out- 
come may be, it is not for us to say, though I am bound to warn the 
Council that there are reasons for apprehending that it may not be 
favourable. As we all know, there is at the present moment n com- 
mittee sitting in Simla to consider the possibilities of reduction in mili- 
tary expenditure, and as is also fairly common knowledge, regular 
cavalry units in the Indian as in the Briiish Army are being reduced in 
number; also as is well known, a cavalry unit is more expensive than 
an infantry regiment. Bearing these three facts in mind the prosiiects 
of this resolution Wing accepted by the Government of India are not 
hopeful. But, as I have said, we will willingly communicate it 
to the Government of India leaving the decision with them. 

Babu NALINI NATH ROY* As this resolution is merely a recom- 
mendation for a <*avalry unit, we want that the recomniendation be sent 
that the Bengal Council are willing to have a cavalry unit. That is 
all that I want. » 

The motion was put and ag^'eed to. 

Withdrawal of Resolutions. 

Mauivi AZAHARUDDIN AHME3 being absent, the following 
motions were deemed to have been withdrawn ; — 

Mauivi AZAHARUDDIN AHMED: ** This Council recominenda to 
the Government that immediate stcjis lie tak(Mi to provide a steamer 
service from Barisal to Bagerhat via Peroipiir town.” 

Mauivi AZAHARUDDIN AHMED: ** This Council recommends to 
the Government that instructions be issued authorising the Muham- 
madan Marriage Registrar, and not the Sub-Registrars, to regisUur the 
Kabinnama of Muhammadan marriages.” 


Adjournment. 

The Council was adjourned till 3 p.m., on Wednesday, the 13th July, 
192\, at the Town Hall, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Council assembled under the 
provisions of the Government of India Act. 

The Council met in the Council Chamber in the Town Hall, Calcutta, 
oii Wednesday, the 13th July, 1921, at 3 p.m. 

Present: 

The Hon’ hie the President, the Hon’ble the three Members of the 
Executive Council, the Hon’ble the three Ministers, and 91 nominated 
and elected members. 


Starred Questions 

(to which oral answers were given). 

Government tobacco farm at Burirhat. 

•Lll. Babu JdGESH CHANDRA SARKAR: Will the Hon’ble 
the Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries 
be pleased to state whether there is any proposal to extend the Govern- 
ment tobacco farm at Burirhat, and also to undertake the manufacture 
of cigars on a commercial scale ? 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of AGRICULTURE 
and INDUSTRIES (the Hon’blelhe Nawab Saiyid Nawab Ali Chaudhurf, 
Khan Bahadur) ; It is not proposed to extend the Burirhat tobacco farm 
nt present, or to irfanufacture cigars on a commercial scale. 

The object of the Department is to improve the yield and quality of 
tobacco grown in the tract by means of experiments and demonstrations 
with better varieties, manures, etc., and to carry out experiments with 
a view to improving the methods of curing and fermenting the leaf. A 
small class is being trained in the method of rolling cheroots, and these 
men when trained will be available for any private firm which may wi-h 
to take up cigar manufacture. It is also under the contemplation of 
Government to start a pioneer factory for the manufacture of cigars and 
cigarettes as a cottage industry. 


Aooounts and Audit Reports of the Caloutta University. 

*Llil. Babu JATINDRA NATH BA8U: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Education he pleased to say 
whether the accounts of the Calcutta University are regularly audited by 
any agency on behalf of the Government, and, if so, are any reports sub* 
mitted to Government in respect of such audit? 
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(6) Do the Government for\vav<l stich audit raports with their 
remarks^ if any, to the University f 

(c) Will the Hon’ble the Minister he pleased to state up to what 
year such audit reports have been so forwarded to the University P 

(d) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state when such 
audit reports for the last three years were sent to the University, when 
replies, if any, from the University were received, and what action, if 
any, was taken by the University on those reiK)rts? 

(e) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to lay on the table the 
last three audit reports ? 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of EDUCATION (the 
Hcn’ble Mr. P. C. Mitter: («) The member is referred to the reply 
given at tliis Council on the 8tli instant to Itabn Hem Chandra Nasker 
in answer to (h) of unstarred question No. 188. 

(b) Yes. 

(c) It appears from the papers which have been received from the 
Calcutta University and the Accouiitant-Ceneral, Bengal, that the 
latest year for which an audit report is available is for 1918-19. 

(d) No audit reports for 1919-20 or 1920-21 appear to have been sent 
to the University. It appears that the Government of India sent to the 
Calcutta University the audit reports for 19i7-18 and 1918-19, with letters 
issued respectively in November, 1919, and December, 1920. The Uni- 
versity of Calcutta do not appear to have replied to these conununica- 
lions. 

(e) The audit reports for the years 191G-17, 1917-18 and 1918-19 aie 
laid on the library table. 


Decline in the pepuiatien of Murshidabad. 

*LIV. Babu 8URENDRA NARAYAN SINHAs (a) Will the 
Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Govern- 
ment be pleased to state what is the figure of the recent census of 1921 
that represents a decline in the population of the district of Murshidabad 
as compared to the figure of the census before last, i,e., of 1911 P 

(h) Does the figure correspond and tally with the figures as reported 
in the vital statistics of the district P 

(c) What are the total number of deaths of the district during the last 
ten years from — 

(t) cholera^ 

(n) influenza, 

^ small-pox, 

(tt;) malarial fever, and 
(v) other diseases P 

(d) Wliat is th® proportion of 'death® between males and females f 
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(e) Is it a fact that the people living further away inland from the 
river Bhagirathi are more immune from cholera than the people who live 
in near proximity to the river P 

(/) Is the population in the jurisdiction of every thana in the district 
decreasing every yearP Or are there any exceptions where deaths are 
normal and births exceed deaths P If so, what are the names of such 
thanas P 

(//) Has the attention of the Hon’ble the Minister been drawn to the 
point that if the present state of deaths exceeding births continues to pre- 
vail, the district of Murshidabad will become depopulated within another 
100 years or before it P 

(h) Has the attention of the Hon’ble the Minister been drawn to the 
fact that the district of Murshidabad is on the way to decay and decline P 

(i) If so, what steps, if any, are the Government taking to protect 
Murshidabad P 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of LQCAL SELF-GOV- 
ERNMENT (the Hon’ble Sir Surendra Nath Banerjea): (a) Accord- 
ing to the recent census figures, the population of the district of Murshi- 
dabad is 12,44,207. According to the (*ensus of 1911, the population of 
the district was 13,72,274. There has been therefore a decrease in the 
population by 1,28,067. 

(b) The answer is in the negative. It has to be remembered that the 
figures of migration have to be taken into account in making a compari- 
son between the census figures and the returns of births and deaths. Eor 
instance, the persons born in the district but enumerated outside it in 
1911 numbered 78,696, 

(c) and (d) A statement (No. 1). is laid on the table. Influenza 
figures were not shown separately in the returns of vital statistics, but 
those available for the year 1919-20 have been included in the statement. 

(e) Except in Berhampur which possesses water-works, the incidence 
of cholera in the riparian and non-riparian towns of the district is practi- 
cally the same. 

(/) The member is referred to the statement (No. 2) which is laid on 
the table. 

(g) and (h) I am not so pessimistic as to think that the population 
will be extinct within 100 years, and think that it is not safe to make such 
a deduction on the results of a single census. I may point out that the 
population in the Murshidabad district increased by 6*6 per cent between 
1891 and 1901, and by 3 per cent, between 1910 and 1911. 

(i) I have invited the^ District Board to hold a conference attended 
by leading men of the disCrict to formulate a programme for the improve- 
*ment of public health conditions and especially schemes of water-supply 
aifd anti-malarial operations. 
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Showing the totai number of births and deaths in each thana of the Mur- 
shidabnd district during each of llw previous ten years {1911 — 1920) 
referred to in the reply to starred question No. LIV (/). 




1011. 

1018. 

1018. 


Names of thanas. 


• 

a 

e 

A 

1 



a 

I 



1 

1 





O 

o. 



g. 



1 




■ 

g 



a 



a 



1 

n 

Deaths. 

i 

1 

Births. 

Deaths. 

I 

i 

s 

1 

i 

a; 

b 

1 

1. 

JaUaiigi or Datnkol ... 

6.034 

8,868 


4.067 

4.839 


4,678 

4,447 


1. 

RanliiaKor 

3.703 

2.084 


4,317 

3.368 

... 

3,937 

3.130 

... 

s. 

SujagiuJ 

1.308 

1.482 

174 

1.480 

1.864 

... 

1.308 

1,367 


4. 

Bur wail or Betdaiiga ... 

8.300 

4.177 

... 

8.218 

3.089 

... 

8,170 

4,677 


5. 

Daulatbasar 

1.867 

1.320 

... 

1,678 

1,378 

... 

1,477 

1,438' 


6. 

Hariharpara 

8.381 

2,018 

... 

8.360 

8.002 

... 

2.180 

8,828 

303 

1. 

Nawada 

2.368 

2,021 

... 

8,810 

8,020 


9,074 

8,388 

278 

8. 

Nabagrain 

8.186 

1.846 

... 

8,267 

1,874 

... 

8.126 

1,646 

... 

8. 

Sagardlghl 

1.718 

1,418 

... 

1,781 

1,808 

81 

1.806 

1,840 

... 

10. 

Murakldabad* 

1 410 

404 

78 

417 

488 

88 

438 

480 

... 

11. 

Jiagauj* 

381 

887 

146 

408 

490 

96 

418 

493 

78 

18. 

Bhagwangola 

8.888 

8.038 

... 

8,687 

8.141 

... 

8,886 

2,088 

... 

IS. 

Bharatpur 

4.638 

8,008 

... 

4.404 

8,8^6 

... 

4,888 

8,868 

... 

14. 

Ookariia 

1,801 

686 

... 

1,171 

746 

... 

1,178 

840 

... 

18. 

Kandt 

077 

678 

... 

068 

680 

... 

968 

830 

a«a 

16. 

Khargram 

8,087 

1,870 

... 

8.084 

1,880 

... 

9.088 

9,960 

... 

IT. 

Burwan 

8.167 

8,178 

... 

8,881 

8.611 

... 

8,801 

8,081 

... 

18. 

Shannhlrganl 

4.848 

1 

8.968 

1 - 

8,787 

4,089 

848 

8.818 

4.414 

909 

10. 

Satt* .» 

8.148 

8.918 

; ... 

8,889’ 

8,191 

888 

9.880 

8.018 

885 

to. 

RaghonaihvanJ* ... 

8.676 

8.147 

— 

8,687 

8,181 

... 

9,928 

1.878 

... 

81. 

Lalgola* 

8,781 

8,814 

... 

8,898 

8,861 

... 

9,981 

8.889 

... 

SI. 

Minapnr ...^ 

1,941 

1,604 

... 

S.0I0 

9,014 

... 

1,798 

1,874 

76 


* RipMiMi Umum oo thie riTar Bbaglraihl. 



1921 .] 


QUESTIONS. 


541 


NAUK8 OV TUANAS. 

1914. 

1915. 

1918. 

Births. 

Deaths. 

d 

•1 

1 

a 

1 

Births. 

« 

Q 

i 

I 

a 

a 

1 

V 

£ 

Births. 

•sq3«a 

'l 

1 

C3 

1. Jallangi or Damkol ... 

4.664 

6.401 

1.787 

3.578 

, 6,183 

1.604 

4,102 

4.351 

149 

2. Raninagar 

8.882 

4.609 

727 

2.852 

’ 3,807 

955 

3.361 

3.139 

... 

3. Sujaganj 

1.882 

1.H36 

484 

1,199 

1.879 

680 

1.223 

1.344 

121 

4. Burwan or Beldanga ... 

6,047 

4.500 

1.453 

4,387 

5.139 

843 

4,827 

3.439 

... 

5. Daulatbasar 

1.604 

1.920 

1 416 

1.059 

1.693 

631 

1.272 

1.332 

60 

6. Ilariliarpara 

2.216 

3.109 

1 

' 894 

1.800 

3 922 

122 

1.831 

2,092 

261 

7. Nawada 

3.045 

3.637 

1 1.493 

1.703 

3,358 

655 

1.706 

1,690 

... 

8. Nabagrain 

2.387 

2.353 

66 

1,425 

3.592 

1.167 

1.965 

1.037 

... 

2. Sagardlghl 

1.7(>8 

1,916 

14H 

1.184 

1.851 

697 

1,471 

1,143 

... 

10. Manhidabad • 

390 

577 

187 

264 

469 

198 

484 

478 

41 

11. Jiaganj* 

399 

639 

140 

313 

407 

94 

830 

320 

... 

12. Bhagwangola 

9.799 

3.139 

341 

2.132 

3,357 

125 i 

1 

3.589 

2.24B 

... 

IS. Bharatpur 

4.197 

6,327 

1.130 

3.722 

4.437 

1 

715 1 

4,179 

2.888 

... 

14. Qofcarna 

1.148 

1,686 

.538 

731 

2.071 

1.150 

704 

850 

80 

15. Kandl 

1.022 

985 

... 

830 

1,306 

47 

8ri0 

817 

... 

16. Khargraoa 

2.9 9 

2.839 


3,380 

/!in 

1.011 ! 

2.646 

2.227 

... 

17* Burwao 

3.030 

3,287 

207 

2,663 

3,229 

566 

2,948 

2.355 

... 

18. ShamabIrgaoJ 

3.867 

4,879 

1.012 

8.139 

4.4)8 

1,279 

3,787 

j 

3.424 

... 

19. Sail* 

2.620 

1 

3.707 

1.087 

3.287 

1.983 

666 

2,728 j 

2.829 

... 

20. RaghtioathgaoJ* 

2,616 

2.822 

... 

2.344 

1 

2,286 

... 

2.410 ! 

1.820 

... 

% 




1 






21. Lalgola* ... 

2.866 

2.422 

886 

2,012 

2.788 

778 

2.082 

0.470 1 

288 

22. ICIrsapor 

1,986 

2.896 

812 

1,288 

2,417 

189 

1.760 

1,840 

... 


* BlpitfiM Umumod tlM rlTir WiAgifathl. 
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QUESTIONS 


[iSth. Svtr 


Nam KB OP TOAMAS. 

1917. 

1918. 

1919. 

1920. 


Deaths. 

Decrease In population. 

Births. 

Deaths. 

. i 

1 

a 

1 

a 

1 

4 

[ 

n 

Deaths. 

1 

1 

'll 

Births. 

Deaths. 

Decrease In population. 

1 . J allAogl or Dainkol 

••• 

4.336 

4.898 

568 

1 

i 

4.M4 ! 

7.410 

3,974 

1 

i 

(,i«a 

5.228 

9,086 

4,071 

4.449 

371 

9. Hanliiagar 

... 

3.603 

3.619 

i.« 

3,936 ' 

4.B93 

1.667 

9.791 

3.197 

406 

3,110 

3.113 

6 

8. Sujagaiij 

... 

1.583 

1,504 


1.149 

9,651 

1.609 

1,025 

1,630 

605 

1,183 

1.604 

491 

4. Burwan or Beld-jiiiga 

... 

6.638 

4.494 

... 

4,693 

7.184 

2,662 

3.739 

4.704 

965 

4.679 

4.813 

... 

6. Daulatbazar 

... 

1.360 

1,769 

4t>9 

1.991 

9.460 

1,229 

1.014 

1.408 

.'194 

1.163 

1.340 

177 

6. Uai iharpara ... 

... 

3.S16 

9.980 

64 1 

1,803 

3.976 

9.172 

1.448 

2.908 

760 

1.748 

9.376 

627 

7. Nawatla 

... 

9.125 

1.896 

... 

1,635 

3 490 

1.866 

1..549 

2.1)43 

494 

1,820 

2,109 

289 

8. Nabagiam 

... 

9,433 

1.546 


1 

1,976 

9.649 

674 

1.956 

3,176 

1,920 

1,740 

2,047 

807 

9. Sag.iidighi 


1.961 

1,807 

... 

1.449 

l,99G 

477 

985 

9,989 

]«097 

1,283 

1.499 

146 

10. Muishid.kbad* 

... 

64G 

567 

91 

S4K 

969 

614 

340 

607 

267 

889 

494 

119 

II. JiBgllllj* ... 

... 

990 

995 

6 

916 

439 

924 

214 

386 

179 

906 

951 

45 

t9. Uhagwangola ... 

... 

9,984 

9,539 

... 

9.466 

8,677 

1.922 

9,064 

3,538 

1,474 

2.894 

9. 16 

... 

13. filuratpur 


4.461 

9.639 

... 

4,081 

7,091 

2,940 

2,838 

5.967 

3,199 . 

1 

3,656 

3,966 

809 

U. Ookarna 

... 

1.846 

901 


880 

9,071 

1,191 

564 

1.473 

1 

909' 

750 

1.C69 

1 319 

16. Knud! 

... 

1.060 

679 

... 1 

1 

884 

1,944 

360 

609 

1.949 

688 

793 

1.019 

I 

919 

16. Khargram 


8.064 

i- 

9.00 1 

1 

9.783 

j 4.908 

1.490 

1,798 

4.418 

9.685 

9.078 

9.900 

899 

17. Burwao 

- 

3.069 

9,086 

... 

9,908 

3.976 

1,068 

1 

9,083 

4,360 

9,977 

9,710 

3.498 

718 

18. Shamshlrgauj ... 

... 

4,861 

9.874 

... 

I 1 

8,668 

4.071 

1 

608 1 

3.960 

9,969 

... 

8.469 

9 40 

... 

19. 8utl« 

... 

9.994 

9.014 

... 

9.631 

3,894 

763 

9,378 

9.493 

115 

9,963 

9.368 


90. UagUttbathgaqJ* 

... 

9.966 

1.884 

1 

9.661 

3,064 

493 

4.900 

9,644 

614 

9.691 

1.989 

... 

91. Lalgola* 

... 

9.863 

9.358 


9,197 

9,896 

768 

1.874 

9,086 

1.911 

9.611 

9.386 


39. Uiriapar . ... 

... 

9.940 

1,448 

... 

1,781 

3.499 

1.711 

1,048 

3.018 

1.970 

1,618 

1.880 

8B7 


• BIpKrian'thftiiu oa fcba river Bhaglnthl. 
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Unstarred Questions 

(answers to which were laid on the table). 

Ferry toll levied at Ranagram ghat in Kandi subdivision. 

235. Babu 8URENDRA NARAYAN 8INHA: Will the Hon’hle 
the Minister in charge of the Department of Public Works be p1ea.setl to 
state whether he is aware that the District Board of Murshidabad have 
been levying a ferry toll at Ranagram ghat, in the Eandi subdivision 
of the Murshidabad district, and that they have been (‘ollecting this 
toll for some time pa.st from the people in the dry season when the river- 
bed is completely dry? 

MINI8TER in charge of DEPARTMENT of PUBLIC W0RK8 (the 
Hon’blc the Nawab 8aiyid Nawab Ali Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur): 

(a) Yes. 

(ft) Yes, they collect toll only from those who use the temporary 
bridge in the dry season. 


Transfer of registration officers. 

I 

236. Mauivi 6HAH ABDUR RAUF; (a) Will the Hon'ble the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Education be pleased to state — 

(i) what is generally the maximum pericnl of time for which (rov- 

ernment officers are allowed to remain in the same station ; 

(ii) on what principle is the general transfer of the officers guided; 

and 

(Hi) is it a fact that officers in the Ilegi.stration Department are 
generally allowed to remain in the sanw^ station for a much 
longer period, e.g,, for eight years, than officers in the other 
departments? 

(6) Are the Government considering the advisability of making the 
rules relating to the transfer of the officers in the Ilegi.stration Depart- 
ment, the same as those of other departments? 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MITTER: (u) (i) No maximum period is 
fixed as the time-limit was abolished by Government order No. 398?}, 
dated the 24th July, 1912, of which a copy is laid on the table. 

(it) As in other departments, the transfer of registering officers is 
guiclcd by the interests of the public service and the capacity of the 
officer to cope with the work entrusted to him. 

(iH) It is true that some officers in the Registration Department 
have been allowed to remain at one station for several years. Many 
reasons have contributed to this fact: the most important of them is 
that some of these officers, who entered the service under the old com^ 
mission system, erected offices and quarters at their own cost. The 
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transfer of such an officei would mean not only- loss and harassment to 
him but also considerable ejcpenditure to Government in erecting a suit- 
able office. In some cases the transfer of such officers has been objected 
to by the District Registrars^ District Officers, and Commissioners of 
Divisions, on public grounds. The number of officers who have been at 
one station for eight years or more is 20 out of 478i' 

(6) The answer is in the negative. 


Copy of the Government order referred to in the answer to unstarred 
question No. 236 (a) (i). 

No. 3983, dated Calcutta, the 24th July, 1912. 

From — J. H. Kerr, Esq., g.i.e., i.o.s., Secretary to the Government of 
Bengal, General Department, 

To — The Inspector-General of Aegistration, Bengal. 

I am directed to address you on the subject of the transfer of officers of the Regis- 
tration Department. Under the orders contained in the Bengal Government’s 
letter No. 1664T. — G., dated the 12th October 1908, Sub-Registrars are ordinarily 
liable to transfer after being four years in one station, and District Sub-Registrars 
after five years. No similar rules were in force in Eastern Bengal and Assam. 

2. 'J'he Governor in Council has come to the conclusion that the Bengal rules 
are unduly rigid, and that it is advisable to leave more discretion in the matter 
to District Registrars and the head of the department. At the same time exper- 
ience has shown that mischief hot infrequently occurs from Sub-Registrars being 
left too long in one place, and becoming involved in local intrigues and politics. 
His Excellency in Council desires, therefore, that special attention should be 
paid to the matter during inspection of Sub-Registry offices and that inquiries 
should be made when facts are brought to the notice of an Inspecting Officer, 
indicating the desirability of transferring a Sub-Registrar who has been for a 
considerable time in one place. The Bengal rules on the subject will accordingly 
be cancelled, and the note annexed should be inserted in the Inspection Report 
Form. The term ‘^Inspecting Officer” includes the Inspector-General, the Ins- 
pectors of the department and District Registrars, but not District Sub-Regis- 
trars, unless such officers are specially ' required by the District Refjistrars to 
make inquiries in such matters. 

3. Except in urgent cases, and under the special orders of Government, Dis- 
trict Registrars should always be consulted in regard to proposed transfers affecting 
their districts. Their views should be submitted together with your pfoposals for 
the orders of Government. 


Note to be inserted in paragraph B at the end of the Inspection Report 
Form^ mentioned in paragraph 2 of the Government order No. 3983 of 
the 24th Julyy 1912, referred to in the reply to unstarred question 
No. 236 (a) (i). 

B. (Any special or confidential remark in favour of or against Sub-Registrar to 
be inserted here.) If, during the visit of the Inspecting Officer, anything has been 
brought to his notice, which leads him to believe that the relations of the Stib-Regis- 
trar with the local public or other circumstance make it desirable that he should be 
transferred, the fact should be stated here with the reasons. It is not intended 
that inquiries on this subject should be of an inquisitorial nature, the object being 
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simply to bring to the notice of the authorities any reasons which may be found for 
moving an officer who has b4en for a considerable time in one place. As a rule, 
no. action need be taken on anonymous complaints. ^ 


Tea garden coolies at Chandpur. 

397. Mr. RAZAUR RAHMAN KHAN: (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Political Department be pleased to lay on the 
table the correspondence that has passed between the Government and 
the local authorities at Chandpur and otliers regarding the repatriation of 
the coolies at Chand^iurP 

(6) What i.s the average cost of repatriating a coolie from Chandpur? 

(c) What is the number of coolies that have been repatriated at 
Government expense, and the cost thereof? 

{d) What is the number of coolies awaiting repatriation at Chand- 
pur at present ? 

(e) Will the Government also be pleased to state the expenses 
incurred by them in affording medical aid to, and the distribution of food 
amongst, the stranded coolies at Chandpur? 

(/) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to lay on the table a 
tabular stateinedt showing the following detYiils : — 

(i) the names ot the tea gardens affected by the coolie strike; 

{ii) the managing agents of the above; 

{Hi) the numher of coolies (men, women and children separately) 
employed at e-ach garden; 

{iv) the number of those (men, w^onien and children seiwrutely) 
that have left employment owing to the migration of the 
coolies from the gardens; 

(v) the percentage of those that have migrated to the total numher 
employed ; 

{vi) the scale of pay given at the different gaidens to the coolies 
(men, women and children separately ) ; 

(vii) the causes attributed to the strike by the planters; and 

(viii) the causes attributed to the strike by the coolies? . 

MEMBER in charge of POLITICAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Sir Henry Wheeler); (a) Government are not prepaiHMl to lay any cor- 
respondence on the table. 

(6) Owing to the widely varying destinations of the coolies, no aver- 
age figure can be quoted. 

(c) The following is the information on record (the figures may be 
taken as approximrite) : — 


From Chandpur to Qoalundo 

... 1,016 

From Goalundo to Naihati 

... 1,850 

From Naihati to Asansol 

... 1,463 

From Asansol onwards 

... 498 
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These figures include children. The cost incurred lor fares in anti- 
cipation of Government sanction was Rs. 9,180-2. 

{d) Exact ^figures are not available, but the number is confined to a 
few sick under treatment. 

(e) Up to date, accounts show the figure for medical aid to be 
lis. 3,858-7, but all bills have not yet been presented for payment. In 
addition to this are the salary and travelling allowance bills of the Gov- 
ernment and District Board officers employed there. No expenditure was 
incurred foi* food distribution at Chandpur. 

(/) The Government of* Bengal is unable to give the information 
asked for. The gardens are in Assam and the question is one for the 
Government of that province. 


Number of patients treated in charitable dispensaries and 
Government grant. 

238. Babu BROJENDRA KI8HOR RAY CHAUDHURI: 

(a) Will the Ilon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Local 
Self-Government be pleased to make a statement showing the average 
number of patients treated in the charitable dispensaries and hospitals 
in the Presidency during the triennial period 1912-13 to 1914-15 and 
also during the last triennial period? 

(b) What has been the average cost of medicines for these two trien- 
nial periods per patient in these hospitals and dispensaries? 

(c) Will the Ilon’ble the Minister be pleased to state whether the 
Government have any approximate idea of the rise in prices of medi- 
cines during the last triennial period over those of the triennial period 
1912-113 to 1914-15? 

(d) If the answer is in the afiirmative, has this rise in prices of medi- 
cines been taken into consideration in making grants for medicines to 
the charitable hospitals and dispensaries in the Presidency ? 

The Hoii’ble Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) The aver- 
age numbers were: — 62,09,664 in the triennium 1914-16, and 
70,84,688 in the triennium 1917-19. 

(h) Government regret that owing to the variety of classes of hospi- 
tals an<l dispensaries and to the varying periods for which patients were 
under treatment, no average figure can be given which would be 
reliable. 

(c) The price of medicines has risen greatly, but there are 467 
different kinds of medicine on the list, and there have been fluctuations 
of prie.es, so that it would involve an undue expenditure of time and 
labour to work out statistics. 

(d) Separate allotments are made for medicines in Government 
institutions, but no separate grants are made on this account to other 
hospitals and dispensaries. 
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Water-works scheme for the Gomilla munioiiMlitir. 

238. Mr. K. Q. M. FAROQUi: (n) Will the Hon’ble the Minister 
in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government be pleased to 
state what action has been taken to expedite the water-works of the 
Comilla municipality? 

(b) When is it estimated that the scheme will materialise and the 
work 18 likely to be taken up? 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) The work 
of preparing plans and estimates for this scheme has been exi>edited as 
much as possible, but the staff of the Chief Engineer, Public Health 
Department, has been very busy during the past two months on a 
number of schemes. 

(6) The scheme will bo ready for despatch to the local authority in 
about four or five wrecks’ time. If it is submitted to Government at once 
for final sanction, construction should Ih‘ commenced before the end of 
the year. 


Pay of oompounders. 

240. Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTtX; (a) Is the Hon ble the 

Minister in charge of the Department of Loc^il Self-Government aw^are 
that there is considerable discontent among the comixmnders employed 
in classes I, II and III dispensaries with regard to — 

(i) the recently revised scale of pay sanctioned for them, viz., 

Rs. 20 — 1 — 30; and 

(ii) the manner of its application, 

as they regard the former as inadequate, and the latter as unsatisfac- 
tory ? 

(b) Is the Ilon’ble the Minister aware that the present method of 
application of the revised scale of pay of the compounders has placed 
the senior compounders in luactically the same position as the com- 
pounders junior in service? 

(r) Are the Government considering the desirability of introducing 
a rule to the effect that the revised scale of pay may l>e calculated from 
the beginning of the service of each compounder? 

(d) Is it a fact that the pay of the compounders in the Eastern 
Bengal Railway has recently been increased to Hs. 30—2 — 40 in the 
junior grade and to Rs. 46 — 5 — 65 in the senior grade P 

(e) Are the Government considering the advisability of raising the 
pay. of the compounders in classes I, II and III dispensaries to the same 
scale? If not, why not? 

(/) Is it the intention of Government to take steps to give the com- 
pounders a better training with a view to qualify them to practise as 
medical practitioners in rural areas? 



548 QUESTIONS. [13th July 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEAfi (a) The 

answer. is in the aflirmative., . 

(6) and (c) Government haye, decided that all compounders employed 
under Government in class I and class II hospitals and dispensaries 
will be permitted to count their previous services towards increment of 
jKiy lender the revised scale. 

(d) The answer is in the affirmative, except that the scale in the 
higher grade has been fixed at Rs. 45 — 4 — 65 and not Bs. 45 — 5 — 65. 

(.e) The question will be taken into consideration as regards com- 
pounders in plass* I and 11^ dispensaries. As for class III, Government 
have been advised that they have no. power to fix the rates of pay of the 
compounders employed under local bodies, and the orders fixing the pay 
of these officers will be cancelled. 

(/) The answer is.imthe negative. Compounders cannot be trained 
to become medical practitioners except by going through the ordinary 
medical curriculum. 

Stoppage of subsidy to Jessore-Jhenida Railway. 

241. Mauivi RAFI UDDIN AHMED: (a) Is the Hon’ble the Minis- 
ter ixi charge of. the Department of Local' Self-Government aware that 
the. District Board, Jessore, is contemplating adopting a resolution for 
the stoppage of its subsidy to the Jessore-Jhenida Railway? 

(5) Is the Hon’ble the Minister aware that the result of this will be 
that the line will have to be stopped? 

(c) Is the Hon’ble the Minister aware that this has caused a panic 
among the people of the Jhenida, Sadar and Magura subdivisions? 

(d) Are the Government considering the desirability of ascertaining 
the real facts and of taking steps for the continuance of the railway ? 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a), (b) and (c) 

Government have no information. 

(d) An inquiry will be made from the District Board. 

Appeals in certain districts. 

242. Mauivi RAFI UDDIN AHMED: Will the Hon’ble the Member 
in charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to s^te — 

(i) in which of the districts in Bengal the system of postponing civil 
appeals sine die and hearing them de die in diem is prevalent ; 
and 

(ti) the names of the Judges who introduced the system in those 
districts? 

MEMBER in charge of dUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (the HCn’blo 
Sir ABD«UR»RAHIM): (t) and (u) Inquiry has been made, but the 
in|ormation required is not available. 
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Supply of drinking wotor to villagon in Boitkura* 

aOS. Bobu RISHINORA NATH SARKAR: (a) Has the Hon'ble 
the Ifinister in charge of the Department of liocal Self-Government got 
any information as to the number of inhabited villages in the district 
of Bankura whirii have not any or a very insufficient local supply of satis- 
factory drinking water for men and cattle? 

(6) If not, will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state whether 
any such statistics Are being gathered or will be gathered during the 
present settlemei^ operations ? 

The Hon*ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA; (a) The answer 
is in the negative. 

(6) The Director of Land Records reports that registers, with maps 
to illustrate them, are being prepared for every village in the district of 
Bankura, showing the sources of water-supply, their adequacy and 
condition. 


Birth-rate and death-rate in insanitary poliee-stationa 
in Vishnupur. 

244a Babu RISHINDRA NATH SARKAR S (a) Has the attention 
of the Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Tiocal 
Self-Government been drawn to the fact that the death-rate exceeds the 
birth-rate, during the last 20 years, in the jurisdiction of some of the 
police-stations, particularly that of Indas and Patrosire, within tho 
Yishnupur subdivision of the district of Bankura P 

(6) If so, what are the causes for this decline, and what steps are being 
taken to prevent the abnormal death-rate? 

(c) Is it a ffict that large tracts of land within the jurisdiction of the 
police-stations of Indus and Patrasire have become water-logged ? 

(d) If so, what are the causes, and what steps are being taken to 
properly drain the area ? 

The Hen’Me Sir SURENORA NATH BANERdEAt (a) A state- 
ment showing the bfirth-rate and death-rate in each thana of the Yishnu- 
pur subdivision for the last 20 years is laid on the table. ** 

(b) An analysis of the results of the census from 1901 to 1911 will be 
fonnd^iq,.paragraph 203 (page 85) of Part I of the Census Report for 
Bebgal, Bihar anS Orissa and Sikkim. The results of the census of 1921 
will be .dealt with in d|^ course by the Census Superintendent in his 
Oi)hs«a.,fip(>rt. As '^^^ the public health measures being in 
thiA^bdiviaion, the member is referred to the reply given in answer to 
pnsmrred question No. 2 at the meeting held on l%th Eebnimry, 1921. 
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(c) and (d) The following account £9 given in the (District Gazetteer : — 

Afaiariai fevers are found chiefly in the eastern thanas of Indas and Kotalpur, 
which adjoin the district of Burdwan. In these tracts the soil is aUuvial, the 
country is flat and badly drained, and there are numerous filthy tanks, some of 
which were originally excavated from motives of piety, but have been neglected 
owitig to the difficulties incidental to divided ownership, while others are used 
for the purpose of irrigation in seasofls^f drought. Anopheles mosquitoes, which 
transmit malaria, breed in the stagnant water of many of these tanks and also in 
the rice-fields which are likewise responsible for the propagation »ef malaria. 

The District Board has been invited to hold a conference with the lead- 
ing men of the dijstrict to formulate schemes of watei^supply and anti- 
malarial operations. 



Statement referred to in tlie reply to unstarred question No. 244 (o). 



Tbeae p(dice'6UtiooB wern created to tbe year 1913. 





* These police-stations were creeted in the jear 1919< 
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insanitary condition of Soramporo khai/* 

24S. Babu 8ATI8H CHANDRA MUKHERJIS (a) Is the Hon ble 

the Hinieter in charge of the Department of Local Self-Qoyernment aware 
that there is a Government property called Serampore khal, situated in 
the town of Serampore, in the district of Hooghly, which is ih an 
ettremely insanitary condition and is injuriously affecting the health of 
the major portion of Serampore town ? 

(6) If so, will the Hon^ble the Minister be pleased to say whether the 
Government are considering the desirability of taking early steps to 
remedy the insanitary condition of the said khnl f 

TheHon’ble8ir8URENDRANATHBANERJEA: (a) Itisieportcd 
that the portion of the khal situated within the town is considered 
insanitary. 

(5) The Director of Public Health has been asked to inquire into the 
matter. 


Statement referred to in the ansiver given by the Ilon^bfe the Mahara- 
j'jdMraja Bahadur of Burdwan in regard to part \ii) of un$tarred 
question No. 146 asked by Rat Sahib Nilmani Ghatak at the meeting 
of the Council held on the 1st Aprils 1921, 

Namd of entate. P«rio(I. Number of oertlflciktee 

i«ned. 

1. Fatesinirh estate (of. the Nawah Bahadur of Miir^hida- 

bad) ... ... 4,094 

1919-20 1,006 

*1920-21 2,037 

(up to 
Feb. 1921). 


Total ... 7,137 


Mathurapur estate (of the 
Co., Ltd.) 


'.Matiuirapur Zemindary 


1-4-1920 


(to end of 
Feb. 1921). 


3. ' four'annaa share of the Bhowab estate belonging to 
Sriroati Ananda Kumari Debi 


7.4.1920 
(to end of 
Fob. 1921). 


1,566 


i, 709(a) 


(.1 
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Resolutions 

(under the rules for the discussion of matters of general public interest). 

Board of Education. 

Rai JOGENDRA GMUNDER CHOSE Bahadur: ‘^This Council 
recommends to the Government that the recommendations of the Univer- 
sity Commission as" to the formation of a Board of Education for the 
superintendence of secondary schools be carried out without delay, and 
five management of all secondary schools, Government, aided and unaid- 
ed, be placed under their charge, and an adequate grant be made by the 
Government and placed at the disposal of such Board for carrying on 
the above schools, and that, if necessary, legislation be undertaken for 
carrying out the above object.” 

The matter before you is very important. I should have liked to let 
things go on as now in matters of education, but 1 am afraid, indeed 
very much afraid, to take it out of tlio hands of the English edrication- 
ist.^. But the Government has placed it in our hands and we must take 
the responsibility. We shall exercise that responsibility with care and 
discretion so that the ideals of Western culture which have made us what 
we are may riot bo impaii^ed. Sir, we speak much of national educa- 
tion. I do not understand what it ineajis. 1 do not recognise two 
standards in education. There are not two kinds of Mathematics, or 
two kinds of Science, or two kinds of Psychology. They are the same 
in all countries and among all nations. Of course there are two kinds 
of Education — the one progressive, and the other ancient, non-progres- 
sive and stagnant. There is the modern Chemistry and there is the 
ancient Alchemy. There are the glories of modern Astronomy and 
the mists of ancient Astrology. I prefer the former. I shall be no 
party to going back. Therefore, Sir, I do not recognise two standards 
of education. There is only one standard and that is what leads to the 
domain of truth and to progress and that is what is meant by education. 
For that there are no two standards. The only question is that of con- 
trol. But in saying all this I must also say that the cry of national 
education has become \evy clamant, so clamant that we must give way 
to it. Our boys and young men are being taljen away from our schools 
to so-called national institutions and they are ruining their young lives 
in a false sense of iiatrlotism. 1 know thousands of young men, x>atTiotic 
and generous, who wasted their young lives over national education in 
1906. The old cry has again been raised this year with disastrous results. 
Therefore, Sir, we must make our education national, 
under the control of the nation, and have it supported^ by the Govern- 
ment. My proposal before you is to make secondary education national, 
that is to say, to have it controlled by the representatives of the people! 
They shall decide what education is needed and how Jto impart it to 
their children. If that is done, our schools will be the dnly'njationa] 
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schools, and others can never be recognised by anybody as national in 
any sense of the term, l^hat is my idea. Therefore, I propose to make 
secondary education for the present national, and I propose a National 
Board to take charge of it. The University Commission have recommend- 
ed it. 1 do not quite agree with all its recommendations. 1 would pro- 
XM)se that this Board should consist of fifty men representing all the dis- 
tricts and all sections of the community — Hindus, Muhammadans, Christ- 
ians, Anglo-Indians and the depressed classes; but I would have half 
the number elected by the graduates of this country. They know the 
benefits of Western education. They should control our system of educa- 
tion. I should also have one-eighth of the members Englishmen nomi- 
nated by the Government. I would further have half of the higher 
inspecting staff English educationists. This is my inoimsal. You need 
not take it, the Government need not accept it. The Government should 
certainly frame the constitution. I leave it to them. All that I desire 
is that it should be made representative and national, and 1 would recom- 
mend that the Minister in charge should have the constitution approved 
by this Council. The main idea should never be forgotten that it should 
be a National Board of Education. Sir, money also should be xdaced in 
the hands of this Board to carry on the schools, Government, aided or 
unaided. I am not now speaking of the intermediate colleges nor nm I 
considering or contemplating the abolition of the Matriculation Exami- 
nation. Those are beside the question. First let us have the Board 
and a Natoinal Board and let them decide. 

Sir, there is another matter. This resolution before you was drafted 
by some of the Secretaries of the Teacher.s’ Association and placed in my 
hands. Sir, the lot of teachers in Government, aided and unaided 
schools is very miserable. Graduates among them are in no way inferior 
to any one of us here, buf they to whom we entrust the education of 
our children work all their lives sometimes on less than Rs. 40 a month, 
and that without a pension in their mi.serable old age. Sir, passing 
rich on forty pounds a year is a thing no longer possible. The present 
stat^ of things cannot continue any longer and must be remedied. The 
teachers of schools, aided and unaided, must be taken in hand and that 
at once. Their salaries should be made adequate and graded, and they 
should be provided with a pension in their old age. Sir, that is my idea. 
The details should be settled by the Board when formed. I would leave 
the details and the constitution of the Board to be settled, in the first 
instance, by the Government and the Minister in charge of Education. 
I dd npt think, Sir, that this resolution, if carried, would require legis^ 
lation to give effect to it. I do not think it necessl^ry. So far as the 
Government schools are concerned or the Government aided schools are 
concerned, they cannot but place themselves under the Board, and 
according to my proposal every unaided school should receive grants 
and if they do receive grants they would be only too glad to pla<^ thei^* 
setves under the Board. Therefore, we can do without any legislation. 
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but if legislation is at all necessary, let us bave it by all means. Sir, 
this idea of a Board for secondary schools is not mine. It is the outcome 
of the deliberation of the University Commission. The Commission say^ — 

. . Most of the high English schools are under-equipped and are conducted 
by underpaid and for the most part an untrained staff. 

It is admitted on all hands that this state of things must be 
remedied. 

Next comes the question of finance. It is not generally appreciated 
that out of the profits of the secondary schools the colleges and the 
Imiversity are mainly maintained. The difficulty will be with these 
colleges and the University. We cannot ignore that fact. The Univer- 
sity authorities wrote to the Government of India some time ago to 
appoint a committee for examining the financial situation. The Govern- 
ment of India ignored it. The matter was brought unofficially to the 
notice of the Secretary of State, who asked for an explanation. The 
Government did nothing, but washed its hands of this University and 
throw the burden upon us. Not content with that they provided us with 
a white elephant, namely, the Dacca University, which is considered by 
my Muhammadan friends as a special gift for them, though for what 
reasons I do not know, for they have very few Muhammadan students 
there. 

The PRESIDENT (the Hon’ble Nawab Sir Syed Shama-ul-Huda): 

That docs not arise in the present question. It will only lengthen the 
debate if you raise such a point. 

Rai JOGENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur; I will not lengthen 
the debate. I was only going to say that they have got very few 
students there. 

Sir, it is therefore of the utmost importance to this Council that the 
Education Minister should at once appoint a committee to consider the 
financial situation. We cannot, we shall not, and we will not in any 
way do anything by which the efficiency of the University and of our 
colleges may be impaired. All schemes requiring money for education 
should wait till we know whether we can maintain our colleges and the 
University. No further expenditure should be incurred before that. 
This matter of a Board for secondary education, however, does not depend 
upon that question. That has been recommended by the University 
Commission. So let us have this Board. All that we desire is that we 
shall make a beginning of national education. We shall make this 
Board thoroughly r^resentative and national. 

With these words, I place this resolution for the consideration of 
tfiis Council. I must say I do so with gre<it trepidation of heart; ^ I do 
not know where this revolutionary change, woul^ lead us to* But. we 
asjpet help ih This respousibility has b^n . thrown upon us^isnd ^ 
tyliist aceei^it 
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Th0 PUSS! DINT S Before I call upon Babu Surendra Nath MuUick 
to speak, nsay I sug^gpest that his amendment take the following foim : 
that after the words secondary schools ** the words general and voca- 
tional '* be added and after the words “ without delay ** the words 
‘‘ that the said Board be so constituted as to be representative of the 
various interests concerned, etc., etc." be added. 

Tho Hon^ble Mr* P« Ci MITTERs There is this difference. The 
Bai Bahadur’s resolution suggests the formation of a Board on the lines 
of the University Commissions, while Babu Surendra Nath Mullick’s 
report is of a different character. That is the difficulty. 

Rai JOGENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadurs But I do not base 
my resolution on the recommendations of the University Commission. 

The Hon’ble Mr^ Pa Ci MITTERs In that case I shall have no 
objection to the suggested alteration in the amendment. 

Babu SURENDRA NATH MULLICK: I may say at once that 
I entirely agree with the principle of the liai Bahadur’s resolution. 
My amendment is in fact meant to render possible the speedier caiTy- 
ing out the resolution. As to the merits of the proposal, there can be 
no two opinions. In 1918 the Calcutta University Commission pro- 
posed the establishment of such a Board: there were then only 70U 
schools in Bengal, the number has since gone up to 900. Vocational 
education was then not so much in demand, but now on all sides there 
is a persistent cry for it. If secondary education is to be properly 
attended to, there must be a new central authority which will make 
it its sole business to look after it. The University Commission report 
says : — 

The feeling springs from a conviction or it might be truer to say from an in- 
stinct, that education should not be controlled in all its vital issues by ebureancrafy, 
however competent and disinterested, acting in name of tlie Government. State 
aotion and State supervision are necessary as factors in educational policy, but they 
leave a wide margin for the exercise of free-initiative even at the cost of what may 
seem to be waste of energy and some disregard of the intellectual standards accept- 
ed as authoritative by the expert opinion of the time. 

What is the existing system ? Schools are now under the divided juris- 
diction of the University and the Department of Public Instruction. 
Tka>iib^pection of the schools is done by the Department, the University 
has no^agency of its own for the purpose. Grants in aid are also given, 
if at all, by the Department, and not by the University, which has no 
funds to fpare for the purpose. What the University does is to grant 
6t to withhold recognition on the basis of the reports of the .Qovem- 
mint^in^^tors. Cases of conflict between the two authorities are hot 
tir in^nceivable. The University a^ holds the Matriculation 
Ba^eunatioft. Thii of course is a very important business from the 
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University point of view, because it brings considerable profit to the 
University. The University makes a profit out of the Matriculation 
in two ways: first, out of the examination fees two«thirds of its totali 
about Rs. 1,60,000, and then, out of the registration fees, Rs. 40,000 at 
Rs. 2, which the University realises from the students on their passing 
the Matriculation. Gan there be any doubt that the University by 
following such commercial methods can end only in lowering standards 
and adulterating the whole system of secondary education? The results 
of the Matriculation Examination show this. Almost 95 per cent, of 
candidates are passed — most of them in the first division, less in the 
second, and almost none in the third. It comes to this, therefore, that a 
boy cannot pass in the third division unless he has made a special 
application for that distinction. The University maintains its connec* 
tion with the schools and will continue to be anxious to maintain its 
connection with schools, mainly because of the grist which schools 
bring to the post-graduate mills. It has absolutely no desire to 
improve the quality or the standard. Recently it has advertised its 
intention to take up vocational education, but if you look at the matter 
closely, you will find that there is not much in it. Sir, it is certain 
that if our schools are to be improved, and if secondary education is 
to be bettered and properly looked after, the sooner they are rescued 
from the paralysing clutches of the University, the better. The Univer- 
sity Commission had remarked at page 31 of Volume IV of their Report 
that to transfer the control of schools to the Department of Public 
Instruction would be a reactionary measure, a menace to educational 
freedom,’’ but whether that would be so or not, this much is certain, 
that to place them under the jurisdiction of the University would be 
most undesirable and a positive mistake. Let us by all means have 
a new central authority on a democratic basis, which will be represen- 
tative of public opinion and which will take due note of the various 
needs and requirements of the community in the matter of secondary 
education. Let us have by all means a clean, healthy body, where 
business will be transacted with honesty and impartiality, which will 
inspire public confidence, which will work with the sole aim and 
object of improving standards and bettering the quality of education, 
and which will not convert the Matriculation Examination into only a 
money-grinding machine. Let us have a body which will really look 
after and promote vocational education and would really enable piir 
young men to earn their livelihood in a respectable and independent 
way. 

Sir, it is because I am anxious that this much-needed refonn should 
come about as soon as possible, that I have ventured to bring forward 
my amendment. May I just explain in a few worda my reasons P Zn 
the first place, you will observe that the amendment omits all reference 
to "the Calcutta University Commission. This does not mean I am 
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opposed to their reconxmendations ; in fact, 1 am prepared to go very 
much farther than they have done. But yop will find that under the 
proposals of the Commission the Secondary Board is to inchide not 
merely schools, hut also intermediate colleges, which are at present 
under the University, That would certainly be a very desirable thing, 
but aS the Commission point out, if their scheme regarding intermediate 
colleges is to be given effect to, it will require an expenditure of a huge 
sum of money somewhere to the tune of a capital expenditure of Ks. 60 
lakhs and a recurring expenditure of 16 lakhs a year. Let us hope the 
Government of India will give us funds by giving us the tax on jute, but, 
Sir, I am anxious that something should be done at once for putting 
secondary education on a proper basis, and I am not prepared to wait 
till it is possible for us to have sufficient funds to include intermediate 
colleges as well under the new authority. Let us make a start with 
the schools; we can bring in the intermediate colleges later, when 
possible. This will also mean a less violent wrench from the Univer- 
sity during the transitional period. As we all know, as matters stand 
at present, the University exercises some sort of control over the inter- 
mediate colleges, but so far as schools are concerned, its connet^tion 
with them is little more than that of the milkman to the cow. Let 
us see what is the present machinery. The University does not possess 
any agency of its own for inspection of the schools. It has to 
rely on the reports of the Government inspecting staff. Those reports 
come to the Syndicate for final orders. The Syndicate consists of 
sixteen or seventeen members in name, but a.s Sir Rash Behary Ghose 
once said, in speaking of the Calcutta University Syndicate, the siiigu* 
lar number would be more appropriate than the plural. Sir, it is 
because I am anxious that our schools should b(3 rescued at the earliest 
moment from the grasp of the dead hand which is now on their throats 
that I want the Secondary Board to be established at once, without 
waiting for the time wheii we may find it possible to carry out the 
recommendations of the Commission in their entirety for including 
intermediate colleges also within the scope of this new organization. 
And that is why I have deleted the reference to the Commission. 
That is also the reason why I have loft out all reference to the question 
of the Government making a grant to the Board. Such a grant would 
be certainly required, if intermediate colleges were to come under the 
Board at once: money will also be necessary for the schools, but not 
quite to that extent. The income which the Board will derive from the 
examination fees will in itself be enough to make a start with, and the 
Bo$rd vill also get the whole of tjie inspecting agency which the 
DepaHment has now to maintain for secondary schools on behalf of 
the University. I hope it will he clear now that my amendment has 
been .fraified with the sole object of helping in a speedier carrying out ‘ 
of -&e Bai Bahadtir^s resolution, not in any way to whittle it down or 
take aWay any of its essential features. 



560 


BOARl> OJ* fiDtrCAMON- 


[IdxH JTtJXiY 

In my amendment I have added a few worde about the constitution 
of the new Board. I hope there will be no objection to this. In this 
matter, I should really go much further than the Commission. I have 
not gone into details, but left it elastic, just because I want absolute 
freeiiom to be left to us in settling the constitution later. I say what- 
ever the constitution which may be ultimately decided on, it should 
have on it a full and fair representation of Muslim opinion and import- 
ant minority interests, and also of the new and growing needs of the 
community for vocational education. 

Sir, I have been asked by some of my friends as to what would be 
the financial position of the University so far as the post-graduate 
work is concerned if the Matriculation Examination fees are taken 
away from it. To that my- answer is that with the present grant of 
Rs. 1,28,000 and with another adequate compensation for loss of fees, 
which we legitimately expect from the Hon’ble Minister of Education, 
the University ought to be able to carry, on its post-graduate work if 
it finds its way to stop unnecessary and unjustifiable expenditure. 

Then, again, my friends are anxious to know what should be the 
programme of the Board so far as school curricula are concerned. I 
need hardly tell them that this is a matter of detail which ought to be 
loft to the Board. The University and the Board will be able to settle 
it very easily only if they choose to co-operate with each other. 

In conclusion, I beg to say that for no reason whatsoever should we 
postpone this reform. The University Commission have said so in 
explicit terms. There is no need for wasting precious time for the 
Calcutta University Act — as the Commission in Volume IV, Page 44 
have said (I beg to quote the same) — 

There would be no objection to the eBtablishment of the Board as soon as the 
University of Dacca is founded but before the reconstruction of the University 
of Calcutta is taken in hand. Indeed, so far as Calcutta is concerned, there would 
be many advantages in thus approaching the problem. 

This authoritative pronouncement must be accepted ^as a complete 
settler and no less a distinguished educationist than the Hon’ble the 
Vice-Chancellor of the Calcutta University is one of the authors of 
this pronouncement. 

Babu 8URENORA NATH RAYS The present resolution is not a 
new resolution before the Bengal Legislative Council, but it is an old 
resolution in a new garb. It was in the year 1913 that I gave notice 
of a resolution in the Council for the establishment of a Board of Educa- 
tion for the purpose of administering the primary and secondary educa- 
tion of this province. At a conference in. which the then Member in 
charge of the Education Department, Mr. Lyon, the Educate SeorsK 
tary, Hr. Samman, and the lUrector of Public Instruction, Mr. Hcrhfdl; 
and myself were present, it was decided that I should, as a step> 
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move for an advisory and not an administrative Board. I had to sub- 
mit to their advice. I received a letter, however, from Government a 
few days afterwards that my resolution, though so modified, would be 
opposed; Out of sheer disgust I had to withdraw it at the time. 

In September, 1917, I however moved a resolution in the Couucil 
for the apXM>intment of an advisory Board, i.e., of a Board consisting of 
official and non-official members, for the purpose of advising Govern- 
ment in matters connected with primary and secondary education in the 
Presidency. It was a very modest proposal, but the Council rejected 
it at the time. On the one hand there was opposition from my Moslem 
friends, who feared that Moslem interests might not be effectively 
represented on such a Board, and on the other hand there was opposi- 
tion from Government, who thought that tho resolution was vague and 
impracticable. Since 1917 much water has flowed under the Ilooghly 
bridge, and the angle of vision has materially changed. The Calcutta 
University Commission was appointed, and after the most exhaustive 
study of educational conditions in Bengal that has been ever under- 
taken, they made their recommendations. One of such recommendations 
on which they laid the utmost emphasis ivas the establishment of a 
Board for the control and supervision of secondary education, lower 
and higher. And what were the powers with which they proposed to 
vest this new' authority ? Not merely advisory, but with full executive 
powers, subject to practically no check by the Government. It was 
felt that if University reform was to be a reality, it must be based on 
a sound basis of secondary education, and if secondary «education was 
to be bettered, the only way of achieving that purpose was by a new 
organization which would make that its sole and exclusive concern. 
The arrangement which the Calcutta University Commission found, 
under which the University and the Department of Public Instruction 
claimed divided jurisdiction over schools, with possibilities of constant 
friction between them, was condemned in unequivocal terms. Tho 
alternative of entrusting the care of secondary education either to the 
University or to the Department of Public Instruction wholly was also 
considered and rejected. As regards the University, it was clear that 
secondary education did not come within the legitimate scope of its 
jurisdiction: besides, the University would have enough to do with its 
" own proper work. And as regards the Department of Public Instruc- 
tion, the Commission made no secret of their conviction , that to trans- 
fer seoon&ry education to tbe Department would be regarded as a 
reactionary measure and as a to educational freedom^ ^ The 

Commission was emphatic that if secondary education was to be 
rescued jtom the condition of amemia from which it was suffering, the 
Atdi step that had to be taken, and taken at once, was to set up a 
Board fur the purpose, in whose expert knowledge, judgment and • 
impartiality confidence may be reposed.’’ So keen indeed were they 
OH the establishment of such a Board that they declared (page 44 ^ 
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Volume IV) that there would be no objection to the establishment 
of the Board as soon as the XJniTersity of Dacca is founded, but before 
the reconstruction of the TJhiyersity of Calcutta is taken in hand/' 
And I venture to think, Sir, that the Commission were absolutely right 
in the view they took, both as to the necessity of a Secondary Board 
and as to the urgency of setting it up even before the reQonstruction 
of Calcutta University is taken up. 

Conditions have materially changed since the Report of the Com- 
mission was published, and they serve noierely to emphasise the desira- 
bility of moving in the matter at once. The existing system cannot 
be suffered to continue any longer without serious prejudice to the 
cause of secondary ducation. The University has so far done nothing 
to improve secondary education in Bengal. Of late the policy of the 
Universiy towards schools has rather been a commercial policy. The 
University has of late been trying to gain popularity by preparing 
schemes of vocational and scientific studies. 

' Sir, in a matter like this which affects vital issues, we ought not 
to take risks: we do not want that the cause of ordinary vocational 
education should be taken up by the University. 

The University ought to have higher ends in view. I have no objec- 
tion if the University were to open a Technological College and con- 
fer degrees on higher Technology. It ought to rest itself satisfied 
with the higher education of the province. 

There can be no question that the only way to put the present state 
of things on a better footing lies in the direction indicated by the 
Calcutta University Commission, Let a Secondary Board be set up at 
once, and the control of all secondary schools in Bengal transferred to it. 
For this I have been fighting for the last nine years. Do not wait 
for the establishment of the new Intermediate Colleges proposed by 
the Commission: when they come, if they come at all, they may be 
easily placed then under the Board. Let the Board set to work with 
the schools : let it take up vocational education seriously and honestly, 
along with general education, and I am sure all will be well. Let 
not financial considerations deter us. The new Board will raise enough 
money from examination fees, and it will also get the advantage of the 
inspecting staffs maintained by the Department. More money will be 
required no doubt, but if you do your work properly, there will, be no 
difficulty about it. As to the constitution of the Board, I a^ee, that 
it should be thoroughly representative, and I want Muhammadan inter- 
ests to be fully and adequately repfesented on it along with others. 

1 therefore fully support Babu Surendra Nath Mullick^s amend- 
ment. I believe there is no difference ill substance between Rai 
Bahadur Ji G. Ghose’s resolution and the amendment. If you aeei^ 
the amendment, the objects which the Rai Bahadur has in viCw wiU le 
all the sooner realised. ; ^ 
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Tliere is jiwt one warning I gkould give. In deciding this question, 
let us not be away by false issues, but let us decide the question 
on its own merits. We want secondary education: we want more of it 
and of better quality. How is that best attained P If you are con- 
vinced that a Secondary Board 'is the only right remedy, I say, you are 
bound to vote for it. As to how the taking away of schools from the 
jurisdiction of the University will affect their finances, that is a differ- 
ent matter and may be considered separately. None of us are anxious 
to kill the University, But, unfortunately, both the Government and 
the University have so far failed to do much to further the cause 
of secondary education in the province. Grants in aid to secondary 
schools, curriculum of studies in those schools, text-books in those 
schools, female education, industrial or vocational education of the 
province, consideration of the grievances of the educational staff arc 
some of the most important questions which require a permanent 
Board for their consideration. The Government, if I am right, do not 
contribute even 20 per cent, of the entire cost of secondary education 
of the province, whereas the University, which is itself in a state of 
bankruptcy, can contribute nothing. The people of the province con- 
tribute about 80 per cent, of the cost of secondary education and they 
have absolutely no voice in the educational affairs of the country. It 
is time that such a state of things should be mended and that at once. 

The PRESIDENTS Before the discussion proceeds further I wish to 
state to «the Council that Babu Surendra Nath Mullick has accepted the 
suggestion I made as regards the amendment proposed by him. 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. G. MITTER: T do not agree. 

The PRESIDENT: The amendment is there. I only formulated it 
in a convenient form. 

TIM Hon’bto Mr. P. C. MITTER: There is a substantial difference. It 
it not a question of verbal alteration as you thought and indicated. There 
are some substantial points of difference, but my point is that if Rai 
Jogendra Chunder Ghose Bahadur wants to amend his resolution in u 
form acceptable to me, I do not object. So far as verbal alterations are 
concerned, I do not object, but if he does not agree to amend 

The PRESIDENTS He has agreed to amend his resolution in accord* 
anoe with th^ amendment proposed by Babu Surendra Nath Mullick. 

. TIm HfNi’bfo Mr. P. C. MITTER: If he wants to amend it in a form 
not Bceei^hk to mo, I do not agree. T do not agree to any amendment 
at this stage of the Bai Bahadur’s original resolution. Of course, it 
xwta with Babu Surendra Nath Mnllick to withdraw his amendment, _ 
W ii the Bai Bahadur wants to amend his resolution, he can do so only ' 
my consent. . 
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The PRESIDENT: What is the difference between the amendnient 
that stands in the paper and that suggested by meP 

The Hon’bie Mr. P. C. MITTER: The difference is that the Eai 
Bahadur is not willing to delete the words the management of all 
secondary schools, Government, aided and unaided.^’ His idea, as I 
understand him, is that all the schools will be made over bodily to the 
Board, Government bearing every pice of the expense, but the Board will 
pay the salaries of the staff. First of all that will lead to an uncon- 
stitutional position. The Minister is responsible to the Council, and 
if the Minister for the time being makes over the spending of the money 
to a Board constituted for three or five years, then if anything goes wrong, . 
the Council will have no control over the Board for these years. The 
succeeding Minister also will have no control over the Board. For the 
officers transferred to the Board certain allowances will have to be paid 
by the Board, which allowances again the Government will have to pro- 
vide for in the education budget. If any buildings has to be erected, 
then the Public Works Department will charge 24 per cent, 
and this charge also will have to be provided for in the budget. 
The arrangement suggested by the Eai Bahadur will lead to endless 
complications. The Eai Bahadur is |)erhaps not aware of these difficul- 
ties. I do not object to superintendence being exercised by the Board 
in the same way as is done by the Calcutta University, but as he means 
by management the actual apiiointment, dismissal, etc., of the 
officers, I cannot accept his idea. The absolute financial control that 
he wants for the Board must rest with this Council and this Council 
alone. I further submit that if the Eai Bahadur amends his resolution 
he must do it with my approval. If he does, not do so, then let the 
original resolution stand. If Babu Surendra Nath Mullick wishes to 
withdraw his amendment, he is at liberty to do so. I may tell you I 
have absolutely no objection to any verbal alteration. I believe you 
were under the impression that only verbal alterations were intended 
and not any alterations of substance. 

Rai JOGENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur: I rise to a point of 
order. The matter is one between me, the mover of the amendment and 
yourself. What has the Minister to do with itP 

Tlia PRESIDENT: I shall consider the difference between the two. 

Mr. H. At STARK: If there is one thing which we supremely desire 
it is that we should get a move on in education— -edncation elastic in 
its contents, sound in its methods, and well desifrned in its organiution. 
Since the Calcutta Fniversity was established its achierements have 
been remarkable — suppose unrivalled in the history of educational 
progresa in any country of the world. Within 8ixty.fite 
University has given ua of its graduates nmn who have.sd^ed 
•ingle one of the learned professions, and at ^s moment it hai^ thn 
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of having providod an Indian province with an lodian Gov^ 
eHior* But gr^at and remarkable as have been its achievements, I 
think many of us are prepared to say that these would have been still 
greater had the work of consolidation and expansion progressed uniform- 
ly. For years there has been very great dissatisfaction, a dissatisfac- 
tion which has become more and more acute since the new regulations 
oi the University came into force in 1910, at least so far as regards the 
Hhtrioulation Ei^amination. The truth is that there has long been need 
f<^ relief in the office of the Director of Public Instruction as well as in 
the office of the University, Most of us in this Chamber have personal 
knowledge of the University, its organisation of examinations, and its 
methods of control and inspection. It seems to me quite iinnecessary to 
dilate on these points, For years we have recognised that the control and 
supervision of secondary schools is too large a matter to be overtaken by 
any Director of Public Instruction alone or by the University alone; and 
it waa with a sense of relief that we read in the report of the Calcutta 
University Commission the recommendation for the creation of a Board 
of Education, which would relieve the Director of Public Instruction as 
well as the University of a duty which they are not able to perform — 
not because they have not the ability or the will to do it, but because 
the work exceeds the potentialities of both. , I notice with satisfaction 
that in his motion, Bai Jogendra Chunder Ohose Bahadur has used the 
words ** secondary schools.'* The recommendation of the Calcutta 
University Commission referred not only to high schools, which are 
secondary schools, but also to second grade colleges, which in the Com- 
mission report are called intermediate colleges; and the recommenda- 
tion is that both types of institutions should be transferred to the Board 
of Secondary and Intermediate Education. Inasmuch as the Calcutta 
University is still working on the lines of 1910, 1 do not feel that tlie time 
is ripe for passing over the management and control of second grade 
colleges to l^is Board. I think that for the present we should be content 
to commit to the Board only our high schools. That would be a wise 
cdurse both for the sake of experimentation and also from a regard to the 
state of our finances. While I consider that it would be quite possible 
for the Board to relieve the University and the Director of Public Instruc- 
tion of the control and management of the high schools, I do not think 
that for some few years we shall have the finances tb go beyond that ; and 
it we limit ourselves to a strict interpretation of '' secondary schools 
as in the motion, we may feel that we are in a position to urge the crea- 
tion of a Board of Secondary Education. The evils of the present system 
are ifttense. In the first place, all the education imparted in our high 
sbhdblit ^ dominated mercilessly by the curricula and syllabuses of ^e 
llatiiculation Examination, devised by an authority which is in detach- 
ihent :^m high schools. These schools are inspected by the officers of 
idu; Ednea^ott Department. That Department gives them their grants**' 
Its educational opcerf eend in to the Syndicate inspeotum 
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reports, which are the only channels throufirH which any information 
regarding the schools ever reaches the Syndicate* But it is the Syndi-^, 
cate which grants the schools ** recognition.** I give my per^nal 
knowledge and experience to the Council, when I say that there 
have been occasions when an inspector has urged the Syndicate 
not to grant recognition to a school, but in the face of his 
advice they had taken a contrary course and granted recognition to the 
school, much to the detriment of the disciplinary control which the 
Department finds it already so difficult to maintain over schools. 
Obviously, the ** recognition ** of the school by the University is to 
school authorities of far greater importance than any inspection by any 
officer; for unless the school receives recognition,** its first four classes 
can hardly be formed. No boys will enter the top classes of a school 
if they know that that particular school cannot send up boys for the 
Matriculation Examination. The school authorities are therefore ready 
to surrender everything for the sake of recognition.** With them the 
University counts for everything and the Education Department for 
next to nothing. 

For years we have been accustomed to hear that the Matriculation 
Examination results have been astounding from a regard to the 
thousands who pass it. I do not mind openly declaring that there have 
been occasions when in giving an appointment to a junior teacher of 
a high school, I have deliberately, and without the least compunction, 
given the appointment to a man who had passed the Entrance Examina- 
tion in the third division, in preference to a man who had passed the 
Matriculation Examination in the first division. I am perfectly satis- 
fied that a third division man of the old regime is ordinarily better than 
most men who have passed in the first division under the present regime. 
There is again very great dissatisfaction with not only the quality of 
studies, but also with the grouping of subjects, with the minimum 
pass marks, and things of that kind. The present Matriculation 
Examination is regarded as a discredit to the University. 

No man can serve two masters. Our schools and school committees 
have been trying to serve two masters. But they have not been able to 
serve the University on the one, and the Education Department on the 
other side. They must be rescued from the position in which they 
ore placed; and the only way by which we can do this is by putting 
them under a Board of Education. The Board of Education that I am 
thinking of is not an assemblage of graduates; but what I am thinks 
ing of is a body of men selected in the fashion outlined in the Com- 
mission’s report. In the recommendations ol the Commission ' every^ 
provision has been made to secure the best interests of all classes and 
communities, and then the highest interests of true education have 
been safeguarded. I feel that we need not go beyond fhnt, because 
the Board will have on it representatives of this Council, representatives 
of the Cidcutta and Dacca Universities, a fair balancu^ betfrii^ 
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and Hindu interests; end the proportion of Anglo-Indian 
and European interests as well, l^at is more, the Board as designed 
by the Tlniversity Commission brings that Board into relationship 
with the Minister for Education; and thus we get a Board composed 
of members, harmonising various interests, and retaining contact with 
the people, the Government, the Universities and this Council. 

1 therefore very strongly recommend that the resolution before us 
be- accepted by this House as a resolution which is going to do what 
we have been so long wishing to do — to set free the high schools from 
that which has injured secondary education in its contents, in its 
methods, and in its organisation. 

The PRESIDENT! 1 think that it is time that I should intimate to 
the Council that I have been asked to add the word ** communities '' 
after the word interests ” in Babu Surendra Nath Mullick’s amend- 
ment, ** That the said Board be so constituted as to be representative 
of the various interests and communities concerned.’* The Govern- 
ment Member has no objection to this alteration being made. The 
mover of the resolution, llai Jogendra Chunder Ghose Bahadur, also has 
noH>bjection. 

The amendment that the word communities ” be added to Babu 
Surendra Nath Mullick’s motion was then put to vote and carried. 

Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: Sir, I rise to 
support the resolution as amended. The resolution is divisible into 
several portions: first, with regard to the formation of a Board of 
Education for the superintendence of secondary education; second, 
with regard to the management being placed in the hands of the Board ; 
and the third being the suggestions as to the finance. 

We, in the old Council in the year 1917, had a long discussion on 
the subject of the appointment of a Board of this kind. The Univer- 
sity Commission has come forward with certain suggestions, and when 
I first read the report of the Commission, I understood that the report 
is a programme of action. Has that been doneP Has any action been 
taken yet, although it is stated in clear terms that it is a programme 
of action? Now, the resolution suggests that action ought to be taken* 
and that a Board should be so constituted as to represent the views of 
the University Commission. We are told that the education pyramid 
is a very strong one, but I must say that it has a very narrow basis 
when secondary education is neglected. I speak not by reference to 
the University Commissioners' report, but from my practical experience, 
and I consider that it is high time for action to be taken and a Board 
appointed. The report of the Commission draws a marked distinction 
between University education and school education. It lays down that 
Government defrays 33 per cent, of the cost for college education and 
'says that a less proportion of cost is found for school education. If 
the ^Tecommendations of the University Gommission be taken into 

k2 
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account, then I certainly suggest to the Council that the appointment 
of a Board is highly necessary, exclusively directing its attention to 
school education. I was surprised to read in the report of the Univerp^ 
sity Commission that the number of students in the schools was less 
than the number in the colleges, and why is it bo? Because this sort of 
education has been greatly neglected and the education as ibr as it goes 
appears to have been in bondage to routine and no freedom is allowed. 

If we look to the iron rules which prevail in the so-called educational 
institutions, we find that the number of students in schools is a very 
limited one, and the old story is repeated from day to day that the 
schools are not equipped properly and, therefore, there are no rooms 
for educational purposes. There goes a rule that the building should 
be in a proper condition or in a prescribed condition laid down by the 
Inspectors of Schools and the result is that the number of students 
appears to be less. There are many schools in the muffasal which are 
going to die on account, as I say, of these iron rules framed by 
the present educational authorities, and if we move them, they are 
not led away by our appeal. I hope and trust that if the Board 
of Education be established, they will be in a position to under- 
stand the real state of things, which discloses one fact that these rules 
ought to be abrogated and fresh rules formulated for the purpose of the 
development of secondary education. I speak this from my own 
limited experience, that there is a large number of Inspectors, Addi- 
tional Inspectors, Assistant Inspectors visiting these schools, but fot 
what purpose? Promulgating only the efficacy of the rules which have 
been formulated by the present educational authoriti^. I consider 
that if these rules had been in force or operation, for some time, the 
result will be that secondary education will be neglected. Therefore, 
Sir, I welcome the resolution. I welcome it for various reasons, because * 
the Board, consisting of the representatives of the people, will continue 
to be a popular institution and the people will be in a position to inform 
the Board of the grievances of the students, the teachers, and those who 
tfre in management of these institutions. Tou will remember. Sir, tlmt 
when the Local Self-Government Act came into operation, it was nede^ 
sary for Government to issue a notification in the year 1896 giving 
definitions of the words “ schools,"" public schools "" and private 
schools."’ The difficulty was appreqjtated and Government came forward 
to define these words. With what result? Private schools are not 
flourishing and soT the schools under public management, I am sorrjr to 
say, are on the same level. The District Boards are not in a imsition 
to help, these institutions, because of their limited means. Gove^* 
meht also are, not in a position to help these schools and consequent^ it. 
is necessary that some sort of scheme has to be formulated by the l^eard 
for the purpose of the prosperity of these institutions. ^ % 

As regards grants from Government H is highly necessary 
financial position ought to he clears X do not apprecmf a 
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tliat tfce positUin of the University will be affected. I have nothing to 
do with it. I am pleading the cause of these niufassal schools and I 
wish Government to be in a position to solve this problem. Whether 
the finances of the University will be affected or not by such a procedure 
ie another problem and the University will have to solve it. Sir, I do not 
like to take up your time further, but I do emphatically say that action 
ought to be taken and a Board constituted without a moment’s delay. 

Bftbu TANKANATH CHAUDHURIS The whole country is now dis- 
satisfied with the form in which secondary education is being carried on 
in this province. There has been a great desire amongst all classes of 
people that secondary education should be improved. Every year we ilnd 
that students, not in hundreds, not in thousands, but in tens of thousands 
are passing the Matriculation Examination; but after passing the Matri- 
culation Examination, we do not know what our boys will do. So, Sir, 
the time has come when we should try to see that our boys get proper edu- 
cation — education that would enable them to cope successfully with the 
battle of life that stands before them. The Board, on the lines suggested 
by the hon’ble mover of the resolution, would do immense good to the 
country. There has been a demand for national education, and if second- 
ary education is placed under the control of such a Board, this demand 
would be fulfilled to a great extent. By national education, Sir, I 
understand an education which would enable the people of the country 
to form themselves into a nation. Much has been said on this subject by 
the previous speakers and I do not want to detain the House longer. I 
only suggest that this kind of Board should be constituted os early as 
possible for the good of the country. 

Babu KI8H0RI MOHAN CHAUDHURI; I , rise to support the 
proposal for the formation of a Board of Secondary Education. It is 
high time that such a Board be constituted as has been suggested. I 
should like to accept the amendment, but at the same time there ought 
to be something to ensure the financial grant from Government. It is 
necessary no doubt that the vocational element should also be included in 
it and the Board should be so constituted that it may be representative of 
the various interests and communities concerned, so that there may not 
be any grievance at all. At present, we understand, that a major portion 
of the fees realised from the examinees goes to the Department of Post* 
graduate studies under the University. It has been elicited, in reply 
io the question put by my friend Babu Indu Bhushan Dutta, that though 
las^ year there were many applications for financial help from Govern* 
ment from the authorities of secondary schools, that could not be given 
for vfibit of funds. If there be any income from the schools, why should 
it go to other, departments P If there is any necessity for financial help 
to the Post-graduate .Department^ that ought to be arranged otherwise, 
composed of the representatives of the various interests and com- 
be formed, the interests of secondary educatiqn 
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ouglit to he looked into properly. At present tkere is a dual co^trol» 
the control of TJniversity on the one side and of OoTernment through 
Inspectors of Schools on the other. Such dual control, I do not think, 
has done any special good to the cause of secondary education. Anyhow, 
it is high time that we take the management of the schools from the hands 
of the TJniversity and place it under the control of the representatives of ^ 
the people concerned whose interests ought to be looked into first. It is 
not necessary to say much, but I would like to emphasize that if such a 
Board is to be formed, there should be some provision for financial help 
from Government. I do not mean to say that if an adequate grant is 
made to this Board, the control of the Minister or the control of this 
Council would cease. Certainly the Minister would be responsible for 
the success of the movement, and this Council shall have control over the 
proceedings of the Board, but any help which is necessary must be provi* 
ded for. Without such help I do not think the Board would be of any 
use. I support the resolution. 

Mauivi YAKUINUDDIN AHMEDs I beg to support this resolution, 
but with some reservation. I beg to submit to the Council that if it is 
intended to belittle the Calcutta University by the establishment of 
this Board of Education, it is a wrong move, and it is a wrong move in the 
wrong direction with regard to the education in our country. This 
Calcutta University has produced a Sir J. C. Bose, a Sir P. C. Boy, Bight 
Hon’ble Amir Ali and a Sir Ashutosh Mukharji and other brillant stars 
in the firmament of t)ie Calcutta University, and I beg to submit that by 
the establishment of this Board we are not intending to belittle the import- 
ance of the University. One of the speakers has suggested that the inter- 
mediate colleges also should come under the control of this Board of Edu- 
cation ; this I certainly will object to. If the intermediate colleges are 
taken away few colleges would remain for the Calcutta University to con- 
trol and direct the course of education imparted therein. The function of 
the University would be gone if that be our object. I beg to submit that 
we should consider these recommendations very cautiously. Formerly 
even vernacular scholarship examinations were held by the Educational 
authorities in each Division.* When the boys turned qut after i^assing 
those vernacular scholarship examinations v^ere very brilliant boys,, and 
they came to the Calcutta University and became famous scholars of the 
University ; but subsequently such a salutary influence ha$ beei^ talren 
away and an e:!famination for scholarship oiily has been instituted, ootapet* 
ed for by a few^boys and each school passes its own boys. That is a stond- 
dard of education which destroys the education as a whole of the province. 
Is that the object of the Board of Education f Under the Calcutta Uni*- 
versity — the matriculation students flock in- thousands from the whole 
province, even from Ueylqn and Assam and other places and offer' 
selves for examination under the Calcutta Univeinity~this unitns^^ 
ol the standard of education aaa test of education should not 
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^ ii th« Board ol Eda<»tioii now to be formed mean to take away this 
important educative value of the Calcutta University, I certainly would 
object to it, and the Council should also do so in my opinion. 

Lately, there was an attempt on the part of the Educational author- 
iiies to ask the boys to pass the school final examination instead of pass- 
mg the Mateic^tion Examination. Now, the school final examination 
IS a test which is no test at all, just as the vernacular scholarship exami- 
nation which has been done away with; and the boys of each school pass 
their own examinations under their own teachers. The educative value 
of such a method is no douBt extremely small. Therefore, I submit that 
this Board of Education should be constituted in such a way that the 
universality of the test of education of the province be not impaired, that 
the Board of Education should look to the education of the boys of the 
whole province, and that a universal examination should take place under 
its direction which would' give the best boys a cbance of distinguishing 
themselves in the country. 

With these words, I beg to support the resolution, but with the 
above reservation. 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUOHURl! As one intimately in 
touch with secondary education and responsible for the management of 
a High English School and heUce knowing the difiicultics under which 
such a school with limited resources has got to work, I beg to support the 
resolution moved by Rai Jogendra Chunder Ohose Bahadur. I prefer 
the resolution to the amendment proposed by Babu Surendra Nath 
Mullick, as the resolution is more comprehensive. It proposes not only 
that the Board of Secondary Education should control the secondary 
schools, but it also recommends that the management should vesjt in 
the Board and that adequate grants be made by Government and placed 
at the disposal of such a Board for carrying on the schools so transferred. 

Under the present arrangement. Sir, the authorities who set up the 
ideal have not got to look to the resources of the secondary schools ; 
those who call the tune do not think about paying the piper. What 
generally happens, therefore, is that observance of rules and conditions is 
insisted* upon regardless of the resources of the secondary schools and 
therefore, under the preseUt arrangement, more attention is given to 
paraphernalia than to the advancement of secondary education. Such 
an arrangement should not go on, and, therefore, when JKai Jogendra 
riiUnder Ohose Bahadur asks for a modification of this arrangement, T 
cannot but support him. 

Rai RADHA OHARAN PAL Bahadurt I do not wish to take up 
. mucB time of the Council, but I want to know one or two points in con- 
neetimi with this resolution. 

> In ihe first {dace, I obsexwe from tfie resolution, as drafted or rather* 
a#^ luoved hy 3ai Jogendra Chunder Ohose Bahadur, that it is to give 
to the recommendations of the Calcutta University Cemunission* 
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Well, as I nndeisiaud the rei^fmlmet3datiou bf the Commieision, they 
recommend a Board of Education for the control not only of secondary 
schools, but also of intermediate colleges teaching up to the l.A. standard. 
Am I to understand that this Board when constituted would control the 
teaching up to the mutiiculaiion standard? If so, it is a diviation 
from the recommendation of the Sadler Commission. To my mindT it 
seems that it would be better to leave the matter in the hands of Govern-* 
ment to see what they did before the Council took any action on the 
basis of the recommendation of the Sadler Commission instead of com- 
mitting ourselves entirely at this stage either to the resolution or to the 
recommendation. Personalia, I have no objection to the Board of 
Secondary Education conlroiling secondary education. 

Another point which should be cleared up — and I believe the Hon’ble 
Minister would like to clear up this point — is this : At present the in- 
come from the matriculation examination amounts to Rs. 3,00,000. I 
believe that this amount helps the University in conducting the Post- 
graduate Department. Well, Government contributes Rs. 1,20,000 for 
the maintenance of the University : this is, I understand, quite inadequate 
for the purpose, and, to a certain extent, the fees derived from the nmtri- 
culation examination are utilised for the maintenance of the Post-gradu- 
ate Department. Am I to understand that, if this is taken away from 
the University, the Government will recoup the loss which the University 
will sustain ? If it is intended that the Post-graduate teaching is to be 
abolished altogether, that is a different thing. A decision on this point 
may be arrived at by the Council having regard to the fact that the 
('alcutta University is iiow under the control of the local government. 
But if the Post-graduate Department is to continue, as it should, money 
must be found for it ; it is all a question of money, and I do not know 
how this will be met by the Hon'ble Minister. That is the point which 
confronts me, and I hope that more light will be thrown by the Hon’ble 
Minister on the sitbject. 


Mauivi EKRAMUL HUQ: I rise to support the amendment moved 
by Babu .Surendra Nath Mullick. There cannot be any questign that, 
the Calcutta University has beome too cumbrous and it is neces^a^ 
that a separate Board should be formed with a view to take up second^ 
ary and vocational education. But with respect tp its constitution jit 
is necessary that this Council should give its attention, and l a^ thanjE- 
ful to. Babu Surendra Nath Mullick as well as to Babu Snrex^m .Nnth 
Ray and the other speakers, who have said in their speeches ihi^t ijt abe^ 
Wly necessary that this Board should repusseht the tMtihi^imdanil 
Mly and tke other minorities and, as X Siark-^ poist^'d ottt;. 

it should also have a fair repre.<<eutation of the -A j r - 

also. In this province we have differefit conimimiiwft 
mnnihes are minorities, and it is pecessary that thmr' ia^ifa ’ 

parttcalarly looked to. There are the Xpresaedv ‘ 
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ctmuauiuty. To my mind,, in places where some commonities 
great ; minority thej^ should have a better representation than 
they.iU?^ entitled to by their number. 

One thing strikes me in the amendment. The amendment places 
both the general and vocatiwal education under the control of the 
The t^uestiou arises whether this Hoard should be under the 
gtudance of one particular Minister, the Minister for Education, or the 
Minister for Technical Education as well. But this is a matter which 
entirely concerns the Ooverament departments, and there is no doubt 
ihat a settlement will be arrived at and both the departments of Qovem- 
,ment will be able to carry on the work of administration and superin- 
tendence in the best possible manner. As to the necessity for the for- 
mation of that Board the previous speakers have said enough and all I 
can say is this : that at the present moment it seems to be absolutely 
necessary that our people should have an education which would enable 
them not only to secure a place of distinction but should also enable them 
to take to various other means of livelihood which would allow thein to 
live happy and prosperous. 


Professor 8, C, MUKHERJIs Both the resolution and the amend- 
ment provoke a few pertinent questions and one finds it a bit difficult to 
make up one’s mind without satisfactory answers to these questions. 
I am sure the Minister of Education will be able to clear a number of 
points. 


The first question that I should like to ask is this: Is not the 
recommendation for the establishment of a Board for Secondary Educa- 
tion a deviation from the recommendations made by the Calcutta 
University Commission P Bai Jogendra Chunder Ghose Bahadur in his 
resolution says that a Board of Education for the superintendence of 
secondary schools is a recommendation of the Calcutta University Com- 
mission. Babu Surendra Nath MuUick is careful ; he has not stated any 
suck thing in his amendment. I wish the representative of the Calcutta 
Universify were more accurate in the wording of his resolution. So 
lar aS'T have been able to follow the report of the Calcutta University 
ComimiBsion, there is nowhere any recommendation for the establishment 
oia iBoard for secondary schools. A very minute and close Ayawiiift tioTi 
of . the report makes it perfectly clear that according to the Calcutta 
Uaiversi^ -Commission the secondary ' schools and the intermediate 
dasB^ which are now known as ihtermediate colleges must form one 
ojttauc ain4 integral whole and nuost be regarded as a self-contained 


dai«. is proposed here lO a bibrcation of this unit. Well, it is 

ior t^^l^slative Council to decide whether it wants to deviate ahso- 
recoininendation made hy the. Calcutta University Com* 
MUfise, if thore is su^edeht justification for it, hy all 
ui^' «h hut let hs go ahekd witluour eyes wide opm. 

l;sh«*«ld 1^^ 'to ask’ is this : Is ' co-ordination 
'^baird of seedfidary'-'schools is' goii^ to 'take 
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secondary education of the province into "consideration, and going to 
reform it by introducing vocational courses of study? Will there be an 
organic co-ordination between the reformed secondary schools imd the 
present intermediate colleges as they are in vogue in the country? In 
order to maintain an organic unity, and tb follow the recommendations 
of the Calcutta University Commission, it seems to me it is incumbent and 
absolutely necessary that the two should go pari passu and simultaneous 
reforms are absolutely necessary-^but 1 do not wish to dogmajtize on the 
point. These are things on which different views can be held. I simply 
wish to draw the attention of the llon'ble Minister and the members of 
this Council as to what exactly the recommendations of the Commission 
are. 


I am very glad that my friend Eai Eadha Charan Pal Bahadur has 
just referred to the financial aspect of the question, so far as the Calcutta 
University is concerned, in relation to its Post-graduate Department. 
Though Babu Surendra Nath Mullick has described the relationship to 
be that of the milkman and the cow, still 1 am thankful to him for the 
sympathetic attitude that he has taken in this matter, because in spite of 
this alleged commercial relationship, Babu Surendra Nath Mullick 
thinks that there is every reason to support the Post-graduate machinery. 
Whether wc stigmatise it as a commercial relationship or not, the fact 
is — and let us face it fair and square — that thq present Post-graduate 
Department — notwithstanding all its • faults, notwithstanding the 
charges that have been levelled against it in the public press, notwith- 
standing the limitations that have been referred to — ^the fact is that 
it is supported to a very great extent by the income which is received 
from the fees of the matriculation examination. There is agreat deal of 
force in the public criticism, namely, why should the income or a sub- 
stantial jiart of the income from the matriculation examination fees go 
towards the maintenance of the Post-graduate Department? Only this 
must be said that the Government have recogn^ed this department, and 
therefore the Hon’ble Minister in charge of Education is hon#br Ixiund 
to support that institution also. 1 cannot imagine that the Hon’ hie 
Minister of Education, in his anxiety to s^ the secondary schools 
reformed, is prepared to sec the Post-graduate Department altogether 
wrecked or continuing its existence in a most mutilatedy mangled aftd 
maiined form. I do not think this ie at all the desire of the Minister. 
I hope the Minister, in his reply, will give us an assurance in the matt^ 
as to how far he i.s prepared to compensate the loss which will be siis^ 
tained by the University in this cc||nection. 


The question of control of funds is a very ^qlicate question. ’ jSn^ 
posing the entire control of funds goes to the Bpard of JBducat^pli^ dp 
not see where the Mini|ter cmnes in; 1 do not .what vpi<^jha 
have in the management, in the control, in t)^ superyisLin 
ondary schools and what locus standi he w^ ‘ 
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iwhxeh I simply refer to for the Mihister to answer, and I hope he will 
ielear the ix>iiit. 

/fhe Hon’bl# Mf* Pa C* MITTERa The question has been debate' 
at great length. It is undoubtedly a question of great importance. 
Although the question is one of great importance, at the present moment 
it is a question of academic interest. 1 say it is a question of academic 
interest for the present because so long as we do not legislate we cannot 
take away, from the control of the Calcutta University, the examination 
of the matriculation students or the right to lay down the curriculum for 
them. If I legislate, I shall have to come before this Council. From 
^ that point of view, perhaps, the members of this Council will appreciate 
that, at this stage, it is hardly necessary to go into any questions of 
detail. The members of this House will have their say when the legisla- 
tion is introduced, if it is introduced at all, and they will have the full 
opportunity of laying down what the provisions of that legislation 
should be with regard to matters of detail. 1 am making this prelimin- 
ary remark because many members have made various suggestions as 
to what precisely the constitution of the Board should be, as to what 
the powers of the Board should be, and so on. I feel I shall be taking 
up the time of this Council uselessly if I ent^r into an examination of 
these points of detail. 

There is another preliminary observation which, I think, I ought to 
make at this stage. What will be the effect of the resolution or the 
amendment if either of them be accepted by the Government or passed 
by this Council in spite of the views of the Government? The effect 
simply will be this — that it will be a recommendation to the Government 
^ to introduce legislation. I do not propose to enter into the important 
constitutional question, as to how for recommendations relating to 
liBgislation are binding on the Government, but I may say, in a matter 
like this, I am willing to act according to the desire of the majority of 
tile Council. Therefore, whatever the constitutional position may be, 
if the majority of the members of this House desire that certain general 
principles should be adopted, I am willing to accept those general 
principles ; but 1 feel it will not be right on my part, to accept the details 
at thiA stage. It is not right that the meml^rs of this Council should 
be deprived of an opportunity of giving proper consideration to tarious 
detaik and often details are iniportaht, specially those relating to the 
epnstitufion of the Board; deta& as to the power of the Board and so 
oh. Therefore, if an attempt bh hiade to impose details on the Govern- 
ihent ist^thie atage, I am bound to oi^m such attempt. 

/ As rega^s the general position, the underlying principle ' both of 

resolution and of the amendment is that a Board for secondary ^uca- 
i^n I^Quld be. estaldish^ in Bengal. With iregard to this suggestion 
11^^ a^ ohq or two importaiit joints whmh X shouid like to place before 
IbeKeve that every ' imeinbef of this 0oun6il is aware that 
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under the recommendations of the Calcutta Univermty Commission the 
formation of an Intermediate Board was suggested and not a Secondary 
Board. Perhaps the mover was led into an en*or by some members of 
the teachers’ conference to which he referred. But as the mover has 
himself said that he did not intend ah Intermediate ' Board it is hardly 
necessary for me to go into the matter any further ; . but it has an impor- 
tance of its own. The Calcutta University Commission sat for months, 
went tlirough valuable evidence, and made certain recommendations* 
Will it be right for the members of this Council to deviate from those 
recommendations unless a good cause exists for a departure from their 
recommendations F Now, we all know that the Calcutta « University 
Commission also stated that it will be necessary to spend large sums of 
money to bifurcate the present system, to establish intermediate colleges 
as institutions separate from University Colleges, and to start an Inter- 
mediate Board as an institution separate from the Calcutta University. 
Take alone the Presidency College ; it will cost over Rs. 20 lakhs in 
capital expenditure and perhaps Rs. 2 lakhs in recurring expense, if we 
are to separate the intermediate from the post-intermediate section. 
Taking the colleges in Calcutta, perhaps the capital expense will be some- 
where near Rs. 50 lakhs and the recurring expense will be about Rs. 8 
to 10 lakhs. The Calcutta University Commission, at page 262, Volume 
V, of their report say that as regards the recurring expense it would 
seem to be unsafe to assume that the full system could be worked at a 
less cost to the State than about Rs^ 15 to Rs. 20 lakhs — ^that is with 
regard to the intermediate colleges alone. .But since then expenses have 


gone up and the figure mentioned is only for the recurring expense. 
As regards the capital expense, the total for the whole province would 
come up to at least Rs. 70 to 80 lakhs. Therefore, if any question of 
deviation from the recommendation of the Calcutta ‘ University Com-^ 
mission arises the most important point will be the question of financei 
The members of this Council are all aware that on account of the unjust 
treatment meted out to this province in the matter of financial adjust- 
ment, wo have a deficit of over Rs. 2 crores and we are met wifh the diflS- 
culty that if we have to give effect to the recommendation of the Calcutta 


University Commission’s report, as undoubtedly we ought to do if we can, 
we have not the money. As regards raising funds by taxation we hjirVe 
to vememhev that before the Minister for Education can touch a single 
rupee of the extra taxation, the vast deficit of Rs. ,2 crores wfll have ib 
he met out of this extra taxation. Speaking for my8elf-->-and oh another 
occasion I expressed my views on the matter. I am not prepaid to admit 
that our province should be taxed merely because sonie peo^e blundered 
over the financial readjustment of this province. Therefoih> tmlnsa 
Government of India or the Secretary of State come to otbr rescue m 
. matter of financial readjustment, an early acceptance ^ 
tions of the Calcutta University Commission is ^ ^ be'^^ 


of, however, regretfully I may ^ye to say this. 
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Wt know yeit what tho daoision oi the Government of India oi* the Sec?:^ 
fary of ^te on this question will be. Let us hope that the decision will 
^vourable, and il the decision be favourable then this Council ou|<ht to 
consider whether we should "deviate from the recommendations of the 
Calcutta University Commission^ But as we do not yet know 
what that decision will be, the present discussion will seive the 
useful purpose of throwing much light on the subject. Then 
again ibe decision of the Government of India or the Secretary 
of State may be adverse to us. In that case the question 
wifi arise, whether or not the establishment of a Secondary 
Board will be helpful to the improvement of education in this pro- 
'vince. Even if the decision of the Secretary of State be favourable to 
us the question may still have to be considered for we cannot change the 
present system of education in a day. We will have to proceed step by 
step and stage by stage, and even if we have better financial resources, it 
may be a wise thing for the Council to advise me later on to start a Second- 
ary Board and to add on to it the functions of an Intermediate Board, 
as each college is equipped for such purpose. The picture that presents 
itself to my mind is something like this: even if we have financial 
stability, we might begin by starting a Secondary Board with power to 
control intermediate colleges. It must take at least two to three years 
to build and equip an institution and it will probably take a few years 
to start a number of intermediate colleges all over the province. In 
short, there must be a stage of transition, and as we go on, we may be 
able to bring in more and more intermediate colleges under {he Board. 
But at the present moment, it is not possible for me, as I do not know 
what the financial position will be, to state definitely whether we should 
have an Intermediate Board or a Secondary Board. But, as regards 
the principle of the thing, I do not propose to oppose it. Whether we 
have the money, or whether we do not get the money, I feel that there 
are certain advantages if we have a Secondary Board as a beginninfir. 
The first a4^antage is that, under the present constitution- of the Calcutta 
University, it has to deal with over 900 high schools and with various 
matters of details with regard to these high schools; and one executive 
Council, namely, the Syndicate, deals not only with these 900 high 
^schools,, but also with a large number of intermediate and other colleges. 
If ot merely that, it has to look after the Post-graduate affairs of the Uni- 
versity; it had also to look after the law colleges and various other activi- 
ties of the Calcutta University and their activities are so many. It is 
-fair to burden executive body with so '>mueh responsibility, 
of view iJone I welcome the suggestion^ 

^ P^t to me by Professor Mukherji 

and Badha Oharan Pal Bahadur. It is right and proper that I should 
my views with regard to these * ^[uestions, but I ,^ust tefithe 
tiews must be of a very jE^btiiional nature, because 
wjfi dej^d en ' 
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The first point put to me by Protesisor Mukherji i»: Was it not the 
recommendation of the Calcutta University Cosomiission to start inters 
mediate colleges P 1 have answered that point. The second point is: 
Is co-ordination possible between the Calcutta University and the Inter- 
mediate Board? My provisional view is that it would be fatal to have a 
Secondary Board unless we have co-ordination. But the members 61 
this Council will have every opportunity to see that such co-ordination be 
established, because in my view nothing can be done without legisla- 
tion. Then the next question, and it is a question of great importance, 
that was put to me is: What will be the financial position of the 
Calcutta University? There again my provisional view is — and I hope 
and trust that the members of this Council will agree with that view— 
that it must be farthest from the desire of anybody present here to des- 
troy the Calcutta University. It ought to be the duty of the members 
of this Council and of the Government to see that the Calcutta Univer-. 
sity be not neglected. But the amount of help and the nature of the 
activities which should legitimately appertain to the Calcutta University, 
are matters for further consideration by the Council and the Government. 

I am not prepared at this stage to lay down as to whether the activities 
of the Calcutta University with regard to the Post-graduate courses of 
studies^ should be limited or expanded or that they should remain as they 
are. I had not the opportunity till recently to go into the matter. I pro- 
pose to examine the question on its own merits and to do what ought to b*^ 
done in my judgment on the merits of this question and with due regard 
to the resources of the Government. But is it necessary to give assur- 
ance at this stage? The matter will come before the Oouncil. There- 
fore, in giving this provisional assurance, I repeat again that I do so 
with the utmost caution. I do not propose to take up the time of the 
Council any longer as I understand the mover of the resolution .has 
agreed to amend the resolution in the following form : 

** This Council recommends to the Government that the formation of 
a Board of Education for the superintendence of secondary schools be 
carried without delay.** 

I am willing to leave this amended resolution to the free vote of the 
non-official members, because from the point of view of the Government.^ 
this question will become important when the question of legislation . 
will come and that we cannot decide till we know where we stand 
financially. 


Rii JOCENDRA CHUNDER QHOtE Baindiir; Th» great difl^ 
OTTO Iwtween me, and the Hon'ble Mr. P. C. Hitter and Balm SttrehdWi 
Nath MnUick » whether funds should he i^aoed at tlto diapoai^ ef ^e 
Board. There is no other difference. , ’ > = . 


• Tha Hm'bto Mr/P, C. MITTBR : Is it^neoeMa^ Av the 

to speak after he has agreed to the change in the 
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TIit^FREtlDENTs I do not Ounk I have pemittod tke okattge yet. 
Alter tho Bai Bahadur had spoken I shall put it to the House. 

Rai JimENDRA OHUNOSR CHOEB Bahadur: This question is a 
Tery.maierud one. I do not wish for a moment to cripple the resources 
of the University; nor do 1 wish that the funds derived from the matrich* 
lation schools should go to the Government.’ What I desire is that if 
the funds be taken out of the hands of the University they should be placed 
at the disposal of the Board. That is a matter of detail and a very 
important detail upon which we have differed. Therefore, I could 
not accept the amendment and I was at first very reluctant to agree to 
the proposal of the Hon’ble Mr. Mitter, but the Hon’ble Sir Surendra Nath 
Banerjea told me that I should agree to accept the proposal of the forma- 
tion of the Board for secondary education for the {uesent. 

Mr. D. 0. CHOSE: May 1 rise to a point of order ? Is the Hai 
Bahadur in order in referring to negotiations that have taken place 
with regard to the amendment of his resolution f 

The Rai JOGENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur; I think I 
am quite in order. (A voice : A member cannot himself decide whether 
he is in order.) The question of funds or of the constitution or any 
other detail must have to be settled hereafter. We cannot force it upon 
the Government just now and the Hon’ble Mr. P. C. Mitter was right in 
saying that there must be legislation. Therefore, I ha^e no other alter- 
native but to accept the Government suggestion that we should be satis- 
fied only with the formation of a Board of Education and that we should be 
at liberty to raise this question of funds or any other question of detail 
hereafter. As the matter is of very great difficulty, I do not wish to press 
it upon the Government just now; and I would therefore beg leave to 
strike out the last three lines from my resolution. 

Tll0 Hotl’ble Mr. P. Ci M ITTER : The resolution in its amended form 
rends as follows ; — 

This Council recommends to the Government that the formation of 
a Board of Education for the superintendence of secondary schools be 
carried out without delay.’’ 

I have nothing further to add to what I have already said. I will 
leave the original motion in the above amended form and the amendment 
of Ur; MtdUck to^the free vote of the non-official members of this Council. 

*l||i HADHA GHARAM PAL Bahadur: I understand the Hon'Ue 
l£ydster has asc^ted the amendment of Mr. Mnllick. 

^ P. G^ MITTER: I have left it to' the frUe vote d! 

.iiMm-offinw mfldtban^ 
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The PRESIDENT^ The acceptance of a motion hjr ike GovoTiim^i 
Member is not sufficient. I shall have to see kow far we can aces^ 
it. 

The mover of the original resolution' now wants to amend his motion 
in the form suggesed by the Hon’ble Mr. Mitter and I ask the HotWi 
whether such permission can be given. 

Rai JOGENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur: Then I beg leave 

to speak on this matter. 

♦ 

The PRESIDENT: I do not think you can si>eak. again. 

Rai JOGENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur: I ask for a division. 

Mr. Da Cl CHOSE: Is the Rai Bahadur entitled to ask for a divi- 
sion after having withdrawn his original resolution f 

The PRESIDENT: He docs not withdraw the whole but only a 
part of it. I do not like to give him permission to do so without asceiS 
taining the sense of the Council. . He has moved his resolu- 
tion in the form in which it appears in the agenda pai)er. The Council 
has now the control of the motion and I want to ask the members 
if they would allow him to amend his motion in the form suggested by 
the Hon'ble Mr. Mitter. The question before the Council is whether 
the motion having been moved in a particular form^ if the member wants 
to make an alteration at the last stage, he should be allowed to do so. 

Leave was then given to the motion being amended in the following 
form ; — 

This Council recommends to the Government that the formation 
of a Board of Education for the sux)erintendence of secondary schopls^ 
general and vocational, be carried out without delay and that the said 
Board be so constituted as to be representative of the various interests . 
and communities concerned, with a non-official majority and thati if 
necessary, legislation be undertaken for carrying out the above objects/* 

The amended resolution was then put and agreed to. 

Mainamati Survey Sofioal. 

Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: *«This 
Government that brick-built houses be , erected in place of 
kutcha houses, attached to the Mainamati Survey School near 
at an early date.** '—.I. 

Though the resolution, at first sight, seems to 
local or a parochial matter, I think I ought to tell the it 

the matter is of provincial importance* hemym 
Government Survey School lu the Brovince."' ' 
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survey. The survey schools at Dacca, Bangpur, Pabna aud Rajshahi 
only teach up to the lower standard. As the work of this school may 
11 ^ be known to many members of the Council, and as its importance 
may hot therefore l»e properly judged^ T hope the Council will 
permit me to give, in as few words as I can, a short description of this 
school. In view of the importance of survey and settlement work 
xh ^he province, it was thought desirable to establish a high grade 
shrVey school and the site was selected at Mainamati, near the town of 
Comilla. The place is a very healthy one, and the school has been a 
g^at success from the beginning. 

The school was established in 1913, as an experiment, as a temporary 
^measure. The cost of the construction of hoxises, school-house, 
quarters, boarding-houses, etc., was about Bs. 40,000; the first mistake 
was made in having kutcJia houses with thatched roof and tarzd walls. 
I suppose, as the school was then regarded as a temporary one, the 
Government had no other alternative than to have temporary houses. 
I have not much quarrel with this mistake. But what I cannot under- 
stand is that even when the school was made permanent in September 
1917, no scheme for having i>erma|ient puaca buildings seems to have 
been taken up. There cannot be any justification for this omisdion or 
I'emissness, because, even as early as 1914, the school house and the 
Principal’s bungalow were burnt down as a result of incendiarism. 
This meant a loss of nearly Bs. 15,000 to the Government and even then 
nobody seems to have seriously thought about having brick-built 
houses. A patched-up repair and construction of kutcha houses were 
effected. The gods seem to have smiled at this jerry-building and on 
the 17th April, 1918, nearly six months after the school had been declared 
permanent, a storm arose and blew down the Hindu Boarding House 
at dead of night, when nearly twenty-eight boarders were asleep. It 
was a miracle that saved the poor students from an untimely grave; one 
^ would have thought, that this second warning would have opened the 
of the Government to the necessity of having good houses for the 
"school, which had been declared a permanent one. Bed-tapeism is slow 
to move — am glad to notice that in this Council, white tapes are now 
being introduced in place of red tapes — I hope this means that the days 
of red-tapeism are fast coming to a close. Even then, the Government 
fixed up a kutclia house in place of the blown-up shed. Here again, 
the Government sustained a loss of nearly Bs. 5,000. ^ The gods smiled 
aigain at this second folly of the Government and only a month ago— 

S^d of June 1921 at 3 o’clock in the afterhoon when the school was 
end the students, teachers, clelrks, practically the whole com- 
.|i|sment of the school were inside the house, down came n thunder-storm, 
tibere was a lightning stroke and the whole school house was r^uced to 
Indies in the twinkling of an eye. The students and teachers ran about 
: ior ifaeir Very lives in the blinding thunderstorm and it is a wonder that no 
the records — all the papers have been destroyed by 
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the fire, so much so, that the Principal has been obliged to advertise iii 
the papers requesting the applicants for admission to send fresh applip. 
cations as all the applications have been burnt to I ask^ ea^ 

a school, an important and only school of its kind in the whole province 
be run at such nskP . There is a common saying that once bit twice shy' 
but here there have been three bites already and it is time the Govemmei 
l^ame shy of the kutcha jerry-built houses. The question of expenses 
cannot be of much consequence, because as a result of these kutoha houSM 
liovemment have been spending a large amount of monev every year on 
minor repairs. There is a very large amount spent in major repairs also. 
The Government should not adopt the policy of being penny wise nnd 
pound foolish. If I am not much mistaken the original kutcha houses 
were designed only for three years. Nearly three times three years are 
^ssing and yet we are going on with patchwork. Surely, there should 
be a permanent habitation for a permanent ueful school like this The 
matter is of great importance; it cannot brook any delay. I hope the 
Government will not hesitate to take up the work at once, even if tlfoy 
have to bring a supplementary budget for the purpose. ^ 

The Hon'bletheNawab SAIYID NAWAB AL| CHAUDHURI. Khan 
Bahadur; I accept the resolution as moved by Babu Indu Bhushan Dutta. 
The Suiwey School at Mainamati is doing good work and it is the inten- 
tion of Government to provide it with permanent buildings. A scheme 
for the construction of such buildings was submitted to Government last 
year, but unfortunately it was found impossible to provide funds for it in 

owing to the destruction of the main building last month by fire It 

id ** temporary bniWings 

buadiii ^®“i* construction o/ permanent 

buildings at the earliest possible date. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 


Accommodation for mufassal memboro. 

"""v "V ' " to tk. 

Biem'Ka r i-i.' n ploased to provide accommodation Jfflt' • 

members of this Council who have to come from the mufassal imd wlfo 
are in need of such accommodation » mwassal and irho 

i«d kiXUBmto.; 

•1 |Jm« ..hw. ttM. 
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gobd hc^eUi I you cannot get restaurants ; you cannot get good housss ; 
. ' you cannot get good rooms. Calcutta is not like Bombay, a city of hotels. 
1 Was told by one of the members of this Council that a very large number 
of mu&kssal members had to take shelter in a musafi^rkhana kindly lent 
to them by a" Muhammadan member of this Council. Of course you can 
go and lire in such a place for a few days, but if you continue to be the 
gv^at of one person it looks rather odd. I know that members of the 
Legislatiye Assembly are provided with accommodation by the Govern- 
. ment of India both at Delhi and at Simla. They have got a number of 
hotels where they can have rooms and even a suite of rooms if they want 
them and I was told the other day by a friend of mine, who is a member 
of the Legislative Assembly, that Government is going to provide accom- 
modation also at Simla. I know that all this accommodation means 
additional expenditure. But the members of this Council who want 
accommodation will only be too glad to pay rent for the rooms they 
occupy for the days they remain there as the members of the Legislative 
Assembly do. I do not want Government to construct houses and spend 
large sums of money for the accommodation of members. All I want is 
that they should rent houses — one for the Hindus and the other for the 
Muhammadans and accommodate them there. ^ They will make their own 
arrangements as regards food. It may be in the recollection of some of 
the old members of this Council that one of our members, Mr. Irwin, 
openly said one day in the Council in the presence of Lord Bonaldshay 
that he could not find any accommodation at Dacca even in the Dak 
Bungalow and he had to pass the whole night probably under the blue 
canopy of heaven. That being the case it is necessary that Government 
should do something for providing accommodation in Calcutta foi the 
mufassal members of this Council. 

With these remarks, I beg to move this resolution. 

Tho PRESIDENT* This motion and the next motion seem to be iden- 
tical except that Babu Surendra Nath Bay speaks of the mufassal mem- 
bers only, as to which resolution. No. 60 is silent. But I do not think that 
Babu Nibaran Chandra Das Gupta intends to propose accommodation for 
Celoutta members. Both the resolutions are therefore practically iden- 
, t|Qal and I will therefore ask Babu Nibaran Chandra Das Gupta to speak 
cAtesolution No. 69. 

The resolution of Babu Nibaran Chandra Das Gupta was aa follows : — 

: ^^'Thia Councial recommends to the Government that a suitable house 
.pr:%ms6|| be constructed or rented for the lodgment of members of the 
liei^lStive Council, both Hindus and Muhammadans.’’ 

HIBAMH OH^NDRA DAS GUPTA: I am in entire accord 
ymtr you have taken about the identity of the resolutions Nos. 69 
th^Agen^^^ and I bow to your ruling. I am glad that the reso- 
been moved by my friend Babu Swendra Nath Bay, because, 
it does not look well that I should say much upon 
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this question because it affects me personally — I am more in the position 
of a wtiness than in the position of a debator. You can fully imagine 
to what difficulties and inconveniences we are put — ^when we come from 
the mufassal. We are driven from pillar to post and from post to pillar 
in securing accommodation. You, Gentlemen, members of this Coun- 
cil, are fully aware of these difficulties and I do not think I should take 
the time of the Council by expatiating on the numerous inconveniences 
to which we are subjected for want of proper accommodation and lodg- 
ment. 

With these words, I beg to support the resolution moved by Babu 
Surendra Nath Bay. 

MEMBER in charge of LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler): I quite realise the difficulties which have 
been voiced in the Council this afternoon and which have given grounds 
for tlie resolution which has just been ventilated, but while I am exceed- 
ingly sorry that those who come down here to render public service by . 
attending meetings of the Council should be put to inconvenience, yet I 
cannot think that, in view of various other demands that are at present 
pressing upon our somewhat straitened purse, it is wise for thisTlouncil to 
commit Government to further expenditure of this kind. It is difficult to 
estimate what expenditure precisely would be involved, since, for one 
thing, it is very difficult to foresee how many members would wish to avail 
themselves of these facilities, assuming that they were given. So far as I 
can make out, there are about seventy or eighty members who would pro- 
bably come under the general description mentioned in this resolution, 
but of course it does not follow that all those would care to reside in Gov- 
ernment accommodation, even if it were available. Further, it is obvious 
that the members would not form a homogeneous body. There would be 
Hindu members and Muhammadan members and Christian members, 
differing among themselves in their mode of living. It would not be fin 
easy thing to construct one building which would conveniently bring 
them together under one roof. But if we were to construct separate build- 
ings the expenditure would obviously increase, and the difficulties of 
providing accommodation would become still greater. Clearly also, if 
we are to provide accommodation, it would only be occupied for a portion 
of the year, and for a considerable part of the year it would stand empty. 

The precedents for action of this kind, so far as we are concerned hecre 
in Bengal, are very slight. It is true that when we had Council meetings 
at Dacca, in view of the difficulties which were represented by certain 
gentlemen, we did do what we could to accommodate them there.^ But 
that was only rendered possible by the fact that at I)aooa there were east- 
ing buildings. Those buildings being empty, it was a perfectly reason^ 
able thing that wo should try and help the members of this Council/ 
wo did so. The Only other precedents, so far as Wknow, are thbse egf 
(Delhi and Simla. Neither, 1 take it, would be argued in this'Cfoti^ile^' te' 
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I analogous in any way to Galeutta. After all, wo pride ouraeived 
t on Oaloutta as being tbe first city in India, and we differ from Simla in 
j thin re^ct that, while accommodation can be had here urithout GoTern- 
i ment help> in Simla, but for the action of Government, accommodation for 
; so many members would have been impossible. In the same way, at 
Baisena in Delhi, only Government could undertake the housing of the 
members. In Calcutta we are quite aware that difficulties as regards 
house accommodation exist, and at the present moment they are parti- 
cularly acute, though we hope that with the extension of building which 
is, going on these difEiculties may become less in time. There are, no 
doubt, difficulties, and a certain amount of inconvenience must be felt by 
those who cannot find accommodation at a reasonable price. But the 
case is certainly not like Simla and Delhi where accommo^tion is not 
available at all. In Calcutta there is trouble and inconvenience, but 
accommodation can be found, and it is not the case that we find members 
^ of this Council sleeping on the maidan. 

That is the position as it strikes Government. The cost of any scheme 
of building is obviously great. We asked the Public Works Department 
if they, could give any estimate, and they said that accommodation 
for eight;^*members would cost about Bs. 18,00,000. That estimate is 
unreliable in so far as we do not know the exact number and description 
of those who would occupy any building, but this much is certain that it 
would cost money, and in our present financial situation it would be unwise 
to embark upon such a costly enterprise. We see a huge outlay looming 
in the very near future when we have to construct a new Council Cham- 
ber, and from the remarks which have been made in criticism of our exists 
ing accommodation, that scheme, I take it, will meet with the approba- 
tion of every one ; but it is bound to be an expensive scheme directly 
connected with this Council. That being so, I would hesitate before 
embarking upon yet another scheme involving a large outlay. We give 
allowances to members of Council which are meant to meet their expenses 
in Calcutta. If it can be shown that their reasonable expenses are not 
covered by these allowances, then by all means let the matter be re- 
examined with a view to their being enhanced; but for the present 1 
should be reluctant to go further. 

Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAYS I oppose the motion on 
grounds of propriety and of expense. Only the other day we refused to 
provide a residence for the Chief Justice and to-day we come before the 
House with a demand for a house for ourselves. We are given decent 
allowances and accommodation is not wanting here. So, Sir, I do not 
fiad any necessity for providing a special residence for the members 
of this Council. 1 oppose the resolution. 

Bl8l|{l ANN ADA CHAR AN DUTTAS From this afternoon’s discus- 
sjj^on^ rjpalisa the position which I felt when the question of the time of 
si^ui^ of the .Council tras first raised in this House. I have now come 
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to realise that the mufassal members are perhaps the fifth or sixth wheel 
of this Council. We know that our precious time is wasted — we may 
consider it precious but it has no meaning absolutely to the Calcutta 
people here. The Kajas, Rajas’ sons, the Maharajas, the eamindars, 
big barristers and High Court Judges on pension, or otherwise^ I do not 
know, have got their palatial buildings and permanent houses here. It 
is for their sake that we are compelled to sit till seven in the evening 
and waste the best hours of morning having come from hundreds and 
hundreds of miles away. But now you will not provide us with accom- 
modation^and just as my friend Babu Nibaran Chandra Das Gupta has 
described, you compel us to move from pillar to post and from post to 
pillar, and perhaps it is to the interest of some persons that these mufas- 
sal members who make their position uncomfortable would soon go away 
for want of suitable accommodation here. At the time of fixing the 
hours of the Council meeting it was noticed that these mufassal members 
usually absented themselves from the latter part of the meetings. Who 
knows that this was not one of the reasons for fixing the hours of the 
meeting in the afternoon. So sometimes, Sir, the wish is the farther to 
the argument, and so it appears that because you wish that my fellow 
members like Babu Indu Bhushan Dutta and others shoifld not be 


present at the Council meeting and waste your valuable time and prevent 
you from doing something which you would like to do, therefore, the 
more these people are driven off from Calcutta the better. It has been 
said sometimes that the mufassal lawyers should be driven off from 
the precincts of the Calcutta High Court, and perhaps the time has 
come when they should be driven away from the Council precincts 
as well. We have no place to leave in and what is the good of coming 
here and showing that we are so many M. L. C’s. Now, Sir, you 
will at once realise that unless a man settles down and has a room 
to study, what is the good of only coming here and talking rubbish 
which has been described by some of the local papers as useless. 
Therefore, it is necessary that we should have some accommodation. 
Not that we want it gratis. My friend Kumar Shib Shekhareswar 
Ray is perhaps under the idea that we want it gratis. If we get 
proper accommodation we will pay for it. As circumstances stand/ I 
have to beg for accommodation of several of my friends.. No doubt s^ 
of them offered me accommodation but it would have been simp]^ to 
inconvenience them. And what is the result? The result is t 

stop at one place, another day at another place, and ^consequently the? 
notice of meeting of the Judicial Committee for the day before 
did not reach me in time for me to attend it. If yon vrant 
Iwmua 

\>^g ^opl^we are poor men compared with the people of Cahmtta^ ^ ^ 

■ Iwen Stepped and the pittane^i of BsflO 

wlu^ we attend the Council-I know there is eometwwi 
interyening Saturdays and ■■ 
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', to moot out oxpoiuies. Tlus is ths way in whicli ws are treated atid if 
this is not shabhy, treatment, I do not know what it is. We do not get 
' any pay* I appeal to you to consider whether that is sufficient oven for 
tJ» purpose of pa^g our conveyance charges if we have got to come and 
attend the Council from some distance. It costs me Rs. 2-2-0 to come to 
tlm Council in a taxi-cab. 

Tho PRESIDENT* The (question before the House is for providing 
accommodation for the members. We are not concerned with the ques- 
. tion oi' the payment of taxi hire. 

Bnlni ANNADA GHARAN DUTTA'S I abide by your decision. It 
will certainly bo proper for Government to give us some accommodation 
and the accommodation will not be required by all the people because 
some of them have got houses here, only twenty-five or thirty people will 
want accommodation and will gladly pay rent for the same. 

Rai RADHA GHARAN PAL Bahadur; I must say that I fully sym- 
pathise with the difficulties which my mufassal friends have to face in 
coming and living in Calcutta for a week or eight or ten days at a stretch'. 

I know from my personal knowledge that maily of them do not find any 
suitable accommodation and even some of them have to hover round to 
get accommodation, and I think, therefore, that the resolution requires 
a more sympathetic consideration from Governmen'^, but at the same 
time I quite agree with the Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler that it is not 
possible to. embark on such a huge expenditure of 14 or 20 lakhs of rupees. 

I think the matter might be. examined further and .that some arrange- 
ments may be made by which temporary accommodation may be secured 
for the mufassal members during their stay in Calcutta. Of course, I do 
not make any concrete propo.sul here, but one suggestion occurred to me 
and that is this: that Government may perhaps help those members who 
require accommodation by inquiring and finding out whether accommo- 
dation is available in various Hindu and Muhammadan boarding houses 
and hostcds. I think if such arrangements are made by Government, it 
will be very easy for them on their arrival in Calcutta to get ready accqm- 
ihodation to live : otherwise I know they will be, as they are now, put to 
coai^demble difficulties. I must say that, although my friend Kumar 
l^ib-Shekhareswar Bay said that we have disallowed the Chief Justice’s 
reieidenoe and therefore the mufassal members who come here at 
th0(^iHuwifi<f» of their fU-ofession, time and income shpuld not he provided 
whdfetaooouunodation, that does not hold good at all. The Kumar Sdhib 
hiKy difficulty— I know he bad no difficulty in ; getting 
, aceepffisidattm in; Calehtta ; Imt there are members who have (M^id;^ • 
. in getting suitable a^omm^atipm^ 1 thiiik*^^swfe|i*^C 


aeceptea m way ucat inquinoa 
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will not be very large, but those who are not in a position to get ready 
accommodation will be greatly helped. I know there are lots of board- 
ing houses in Calcutta and it will not be very difficult to reserve rooms 
for the accommodation of mufassal members at these places. I am 
inclined to think at the same time that the allowance of Bs. 10 per diem 
is a very miserable pittance. I think I may say this, that it hardly 
covers the cost of gharry-hire of members. Of course, it does not effect 
the Calcutta members and they are not entitled to it. 

The PRESIDENT: The question of increasing the daily allowance 
of members is not before the House. 

Rai RADHA CHARAN PAL Bahadur: That has been referred to by 
Ihe Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler, and I think that matter ought to be taken 
into consideration. 

Rai JOGENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur: It is impossible 
for us to build houses at 3 or 4 lakhs of rupees. We have got 
no money. Therefore the only course left to us — and that is the course 
recommended by the mover — is that we should rent houses. It should 
be clearly understood, as the mover has said, and so far as I am aware — 
[ have spoken to most of the members — the members will pay reasonable 
rent. If that be so, there can be no objection to Government simply 
Acting as an intermediary for getting houses on rent. On this footing 
alone this resolution should be supported and I understand the mover 
wants nothing more. He made it clear in his opening speech — wish 
he had made it still more clear. We do not wish to add to the burdens 
of Government any more. We know our primary needs are not mef 
and we cannot allow fresh burdens to be imposed upon Government. 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH MULLICK : I must say that I^sympathise 
with those gentlemen who have asked for this concession. I am perfectly 
sure that unless these gentlemen had been put to the greatest difficulty 
they would not have brought this matter before the Council. Naturally 
everybody is anxious not to bring such matters before the Council or 
the public, but now they have found it almost impossible to get over all 
this trouble and inconvenience about getting accommodation and that 
is the reason why they have brought it to the notice of the Council. 
Henry Wheeler has said that Government will have to incur an expend!^ 
ture of about Bs. 14 lakhs if accommodation is to be provided for tte 
members. I venture to think that it need not be so* f tiiink there will 
be no difficulty at all if we rent three of four houses in the Indian quartet' 
of the town at Bs* 6,000 or Bs. 6,000 a year. It is quite possible^ie'gei 
three or four houses of this description which wiU accommodate tiieSU' 
\ gentlemen* These gentlemen are willing to pay Bs^ 10 or Be* ' 

each room they will occupy, and so the whole amourt 
ca% realised. The only question is whether the 
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to take that little amount of trouble which is necessary to see to the con- 
venience of the mufassal members. A very small expenditure is required 
-from the public exchequer. 1 therefore think that I ought to support 
this resolution. 

So far as Kumar Shib Shekhareswar Ray’s observations are concerned, 
that when we have not voted a house for the Chief Justice, we must not 
piovide accommodation for the mufassal members, I think he did noi 
quite follow the discussion on that resolution. He does not seem to 
know why that was not allowed. The particular reason for which I 
mpved that resolution was that it was not desirable that the Chief 
Justice should have a residence provided by the Government of Bengal. 
There was considerable force in that. All that those gentlemen ask for is 
that they may be provided with accommodation for which they are will- 
ing to pay. We all know the difficulty — the European gentlemen may 
not know it — in getting accommodation here. 1 asked one of my friends 
where he was living as I wanted to go and see him. He said that he had 
been unable to get a suitable house and that the house he was living in 
was a wretched place for any one to go. I said that it did not matter — 
it was our birthright to live in wretched place^. I went there and found 
that the place was indeed a wretched one — and some European, members 
will not put even their dogs or horses there. But what could the gentle- 
man do ; he could not secure a suitable house. Thehe gentlemen come here 
for a few days, and they cannot be expected to get a house of even 
a modest ske for Rs. 120 or Rs. 150 a month. Within half a mile of the 
tram line we cannot get a house worth living in for less than Rs, 150 a 
mouth. That is the difficulty, and I feel it. I am therefore strongly of 
opinion that something should be done- for these gentlemen. It is not 
necessary that a large amount should be spent. After deducting the 
rent realized from the members it will come if at all to about Rs. 5,000 or 
Rs. 6,000 a year. I think it will be quite easy to provide accommodation 
in this way. ^ 

Babll TAHKAMATH OHAUDHIiHIS I beg to support this resoht- 
tion. When I came down to Calcutta to attend this meeting I had a 
mind not to support this resolution, bul as luck would have it, I have 
been put to the greatest difficulty possible in finding out accommodation 
for myseH. I have taken a room in the Arjya Nibas building and I have 
to pay a rent of Rs. 6 a day and I have to get my food cooked on the 
roof of the house, and yesterday, while I was taking my food, God was 
kind^eqptrgh to pour a good shower and I was fully drenched. I would 
net have supported this resolution only for the inconvenience of one mem- 
ber, but the thing is many of us find difficulty in getting good accomodar 
tiom I have been trying to get a house, but no house can be had unless 
<me tal^s a lease for a yearat le^t. I would not say more about these 
friend (Rai Radha Oharan Pal Bahadur) says that iio 
availalde on account of the ' Rent Act. If a house like the 
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Samavaya Mansions could be rented, we would .be glad to pay rent at 
Bs. 3 or Bs. 4 per diem per room for tbe period we occupy tiie aamot 
and if some such arrangement could be made, it would relieve us a gre£it 
deal. With these words, I beg to support this resolution. 

The Hon’ble Sir HENRY WHEELER: Sir, with your permission 
may 1 make a suggestion ? 

The PRE8I DENT : It would be better if you make your observations 
after I have iinished with the list. There are some more speakers on the 
list. 

The Hon’ble Sir HENRY WHEELER: It might shorten the dis- 
cussion if 1 made my suggestion now. The matter is not one which 
can conveniently be discussed in Council. The best thing would be if 
we discussed things at a round-table conversation with those Council 
members who have experienced difficulties. We can then see what pre- 
cisely their difficulties are^ and whether there is any way of meeting 
them, and I am quite ready to deal with the question in that way. 

Babu SUREN DR A NATH RAY : After the observations which have 
been made by the Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler, I beg to withdraw kny 
resolution. 

The resolution was then, by leave of the Council, withdrawn. 

Control of fairs and ‘^melas.” 

Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: *This Council 
recommend to the Government that early ste^ be taken to undertake 
necessary legislation to ensure proper control of fairs and melas, and also 
for the prevention of the outbreak of cholera and other epidemics in the 
Presidency of Bengal.” 

In moving the resolution I may he. permitted to begin by . saying 
that fairs and festivals, religious or otherwise, are old and useful instita- .. 
tions and these had and have their use in more sense than one. Relaxa- 
tion from a day’s labour and a little bit of enjoyment and merry-making . 
are only its outward features. We can make these institutions moye 
useful. In fact, one can, with great advantage, make use of these 
gatherings as centres for spreading ideas of sani^tion, agricultural nse4s ^ 
and improvements and all other works of public utility. Tip tiU nolJV, 
regulation of these fairs and festivals, and sanitary arrangeufiants, whi^^' . 
as a matter of necessity, ought to form the first item of work /in thess' S 
festivals, has all along been practically left to chance, wi^ tl^ 
that inadequate sanitary arrangements (and in meny oasOf 
arrangements are made) provided for such gatherings frWwiMv^^M 
serious outbreak of epidemics. ^ ^ 
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I it will not be out of place to meotion that in Bengal as it is, 

. at. a JWigh estimate 1,100 fairs and festivals ate yearly held in diffetent 
pa^ of tile country, and they are distributed as follows:— 


(1) Burdwan district 


... 78 

(2) Birbhum district 


... 17 

(3) Bankura district 


... 129 

(4) Midnapore district 


... 34 

(5) Hooghly district 

. • ■ 

... 60 

(6) Serampore Subdivisioii 
(T|){ Howrah district 


7 

... 17 

(.8) 24-Parganas distirict 


... 139 

{9) Murshidabad district 

... 

... 70 

(10) Nadia district 


... 65 

(11) Jessore district 


... 54 

(12) Khulna district 


... 18 

(13) Rajshahi district 


2 

(14) Jalpaiguri district 


7 

(15) Darjeeling district 

• • • 

6 

(16) Malda district 


... 13 

(17) Dinajpur district 

!■ • • 

... 40 

(18) Rangpur district 

• • • 

... 40 

(19) Bogra district 

» • • 

... 34 

(20) Pabna district 

% • • 

... 83 

(21) Dacca district 

... 

... 62 

(22) Faridpur district 

• ■ • 

... 31 

(23) Mymensingh district 

• • • 

... 36 

(24) Bakarganj district 

• • • 

40 

(26) Tippera district 


... 17 

(26) Noakhali district 

• » • 

6 

(27) Chittagong^ district 

• • • 

... 16 


If further inquiries are made, perhaps it will be found that the num- 
her of fairs and festivals in Bengal is larger than what I have given 
and these fairs and festivals are visited by, approximately speaking, no 
lesii than 60 lakhs of persons. This figure will speak for the signific^ce 
of the gathering. I contend that legislative measures for the regulation 
of these fairs and festivals and gatherings in places of pilgrimage are 
pot only very necessary but has been long overdue, and I do not thinlr 
that we hava been a gainer for it, ' 

The places of i«lgrimage require to be classified, and it is to be noted 
thit uopermaiient centra of pilgrimage, such as Tarkeswar, Kali- 
ghM. iTribeni, Navadwip, Chandranath, Tarapit, and many other places 
cl aandtityi while temporary centres of pilgrimage are of .•* suflBcienlly 

Besides, there are naany auspicious days for bathing in 
thdusands of people— men, women wd 
together on the banks bf the Ganges and other liWs to 
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have a dip; and the rivers are held sacred by them, the Qanga^Sagair 
mela being the most important of its kind. 

It requires no argument on my part to prove that gatherings of heter- 
ogeneous crowds in all the fairs and festivals, for want of a proper 
system to regulate these small, large, and huge gatherings, are always 
responsible for the outbreak and spread of epidemics, » especially cholera. 
We will be failing in our duty if we do not undertake to improve the situ- 
ation. Suitable accommodation for pilgiims and visitors during their 
stay, hospitals for the sick, isolation camps for infectious diseases, supply 
of pure drinking water and unadulterated and wholesome food and suffi- ^ 
cient conservancy and latrine arrangements are the essential require- 
ments for regulating all fairs and festivals. 

It may be argued that sanitary improvement in permanent centres of 
pilgrimage can be effected without recourse to legislative measures. 

I am of different opinion and I prefer to have a comprehensive piece of 
legislation for the regulation of all kinds of fairs and festivals and for all 
temporary and permanent centres of pilgrimage. Of course, 1 am not 
unaware of the fact that fairs and festivals are of different kinds and 
character. In framing any legislation, no doubt, this fact also has to 
he taken into consideration. We are also to bear in mind the huge 
gatherings on definite dates every year in places of pilgrimage and sanc- 
tity like Triheni (Hooghly), Oanga-Sagar, Tarkeswar, Navadwip, 
Ghosepara, Nangalbuad, Nekmaro and numerous other places all over 
Bengal. 

I may refer also to resolution No. 205, dated the 7th ^ November, 
1877 : It must be remembered that fairs generally entail overcrowding 

and are often associated with privation and fatigue to travellers coming 
from a distance, circumstances which are favourable to disease. When 
cholera threatens, or is actually present in the part of the province where 
any fair is about to be held, the inhabitants of all districts from which 
the people generally congregate should be warned of the great risk they 
incur. If the disease is severe or threatens to be so, then the fair 
should be actually prohibited.^' 

The Puri Lodging-House Act and sections 100 and 115 of t^ Local 
Self-Government Act of 18S5 have recognised the necessity. But the 
provisions of neither of the Acts are adequate for the pr(q[)er control of 
fairs and festivals ; and, in practice, the limited power given, is rarely 
applied. As regards fairs within municipal areas, well, there is praoti? 
cally no control. At the present time, hundreds of fairs and festivals 
are held in various parts of Bengal without sanitary supervision or con- 
trol of any sort. As a result, cholera and other epidemics are contin^ly, 
being spread all over the country. 

T^egislation should proceed by placing responsibility for tEe Control 
,of fairs and , gatherings on responsible local authoriti^ and (Ee pren' 
prietors who are benefited by the income derived/ ' fWy 
are ^ made responsibe for fairs, festive^la and^gat^ringa if i|h|^ ' r 
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^ respective areas« A fair wholly within munipical area ought to be obn« 

' trolled by the municipality, which will reimburse itself for the necee* 
sai^ expenditure by levying a special fee. 

Fairs' and festivals within limits of union committees ought to be 
‘ controlled l)y them, as provided for in section 26 of the VUlnjre linfial 
Self-Gt>vemment Act and those outside municipalities and union com- 
mittees can be placed under the management of some responsible author- 
ity. But in cases of melas of more than local interest, it is advis- 
able either to empower the District Magistrate to control them, as is 
now done in the cases of large fairs in other parts of India, or to create 
special authorities for this purpose composed of representatives of the 
special interests involved. It is not for me to dictate defails. The 
importance of the matter is its best recommendation and I have do doubt 
that this Council will look into the grave issues involved and do an act 
of bare justice to the people by according me an unanimous support. 

Although we find that there are two sections in the Bengal Local Self- 
Government Act — sections 100 and 115— dealing with these matters, 
section 115 had been repealed by a subsequent Act. Section *26 of the 
Village Self-Government Act only states that arrangements may be made 
for sanitation and conservancy purposes and also for fairs and melait, 
I'lider another section (»r that \ct jKiwer is given to frame rules, hut 
what I wish to impress upon the members is that, though I do not 
know whether the rules have been framed or not, it is necessary that 
when the rules are framed thcjy should be on as comprehensive lines as 
the Puri Lodging-Ifouse Act. Although the district seems to be a net- 
work of union committees, still we find that in many places union com- 
mittees have not been formed and consequently the Act is not in opera- 
tion. In municipal areas the same argument applies mutatis mutandis. 
Therefore it is necessary that an Act should be enacted. Now it is 
necessary to provide for good drinking water, to give lodgings to the pil- 
grims, to have latrine accommodation. All these things are to be pro- 
vided, and unless we have a comprehensive Act for the purpose, the mere 
fact that there is an allusion in one of the sections of the Village Self- 
Government Act is'not, in my humble opinion, sufficient for the purpose. 
Although so early as 1877 Government issued a notification to th^ effect 
that the people concerned should themselves look after sanitation, I 
suppose that nothing has been done. There are many people. Sir, who 
derive benefits — great benefits — from these fairs, but they do nothing. 
I do. not want to mention their names. But there are young men, we 
find, v^l^ go to the fairs, offering voluntary service and do something 
for .tlfe people who congregate there. I do not wish to take any more 
time^of the Council, but I emphasise the fact that legislation is neces- 
sary. . 

KSHAUNISH GHAHDRA ROY Babailur: I rise to a 
pi urderi Is there a qawuin in thq House f 
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The PRESIDENT: Z think there is. I counted only five minutee^ 
ago. 

Rai RADHA CHARAN PAL Bahadur: The House includes the 
whole building. (Cries of No,” “ Noi”) 

The PRESIDENT: There are more than 25 at the moment in the 
Chamber. 

Babu TANKAN ATH CH AUDHURI : I sympathise with the motives 
of the mover of the resolution. Under the present system the District 
Officers look to the sanitation of every fair, and 1 do not think that there 
is any necessity for making any stringent law. Sir, in the district of 
Dinajpur, there are many big fairs, and I am one of the proprietors of 
the famous Nekmurd fair. I do not think that there is any necessity 
of pressing for any more stringent rules as regards the making of sani- 
tary arrangements for fairs. 

Adjournment. 

At this stage, as there was no quorum, the Council was adjourned 
till 3 o'clock the next day. 
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Town Hall, 


Present: 

. The Hon’ble the President, the Hon’ble the four Members of the 
.^ Execntiye Council, the Hon’ble the three Ministers, and 87 nominated 
and dected members. 

Control of fairs and " molas.” 

The PRESIDENT: (the Hon’blo Nawab Sir Syed Shams-ul-Hiida): 

Order! Order! The discussion on Bai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur’s 
resolution regarding the control of fairs and melas will lie resumed. 

Raja MANILOLL SINGH ROY: There are fairs the proprietors of 
which are private persons, and for the better sanitation of these fairs 
they may be held responsible. The local bodies may not be burdened 
with any expenditure on that account. 

With Jihese few words, I beg to support the resolution. 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of LOCAL SELF- 
GOVERNMENT (the Hon’ble Sir Surendra Nath Banerjea) : I am sure 
1 speak the sense of this House when I say that we have listened with 
the utmost attention and interest to the admirable speech of the hon’ble 
mover of this resolution. I think I said some time back in referring to 
one . of his resolutions, that he is an enthusiast on the subject of public 
hecdth. Well, a deliberative assembly like this, always gains by 
the presence of an enthusiast, if only he is reasonable and moderate. I 
think my friend belongs to this category. I may say at once that I 
have great pleasure in accepting this resolution. I have not heard a 
sin^e note of dissent in connection with it. My friend has discussed 
tim suHj^ in all its bearings, most exhaustively, both as regards details 
apd' principles. He has given us a list of the various places in whch 
. f»S^ as4^ fairs are held, covering, I believe, the whole of Bengal. He 
hM point out the inadequacy of the arrangements that prevail 

■ih' i^nmec^n with metas and fairs. He has, referred to the Puri Lodg^ 
jr^^OUM Act, but tiiat, I think, does not apply to Bengal. . Then he 
‘ i^ded .to certain provisions iii the Yillage Self-Government Act 
lAi' that they are insuHcient. Well, be that as it mav. 


CONMlOIi OF FAJBS AHJ) MELAS.’* 


Pnmifilifigi «f the Beng^ LegMetive Gounelt — eew h le d 
pTMisionB bf the Covermneiit of Imfie Aet. 

Tbb Council met in the Council Chamber in the 
Cahmita, on Thursday, the 14th July, 1921, at 3 f.m. 
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Government is entirely at one in thinking, that the time has come lor 
legislation in this respect. These fairs are growings they are increaemjg 
in size, volume and number. It is necessary that there should be defi* 
nite principles to regulate and control theni. Their control cannot be 
wholly left to the discretion of local bodies however earnest and however 
capable they may be. Therefore, legislation by Government, it appears 
to my mind, has become absolutely necessary. Legislation was suggested 
by Dr. Bentley some time ago. At a conference of Divisional Com* 
missioners held in 1919, his recommendations were accepted, and pro^ 
\isions were introduced into the Public Health Bill. That Bill has been 
circulated among the District Boards and now that this resolution has 
been brought forward, the matter will be expedited. Therefore, I hope, 
to be able to act on this resolution as soon as we are placed in possession 
of the necessary information. I do not think I need detain the House 
any longer. I have great pleasure in accepting the resplution. 

Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadurs I thank the 

Hon’ble Minister for accepting my resolution. Practical experience 
suggested me to come to this Council and urge upon it the acceptance 
of this resolution. No one has thought more on the subject than I 
have done, and, therefore, when I got an opportunity I did not miss it. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


Ayurvedic Medicine. 

Babu KISHORI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: This Council recom- 
mends to the Government that a committee consisting of one official 
and one non-official member of this Council, one distinguished allo- 
pathic physician, one distinguished allopathic surgeon and two distin- 
guished kavirajes, with the Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Medi-. 
cal Department as President, be formed to consider and report, after 
taking such evidence as may be thought necessary, as to what practical 
steps may be taken for the restoration and development of the Ayurvedic 
system of treatment, with special attention to the question of the teach*^ 
ing of the Ayurvedic system, with necessary modification, under pros- 
per supervision and control." 

It is not a new question that is raised to-day in this Council. 
question as to what value should be attached tojbhe system of Ayurvedic 
medicine was discussed, as far as I remeinber, on the last occasion , in 
March, 1918, in connection with a proposal made by my friend^, Ba]bsl 
Surendra Nath Ray, in this Council for granting subsidies to. the As^hga 
Aytirvedic Yidyalaya established in. this city by Kavira| Ja^ni Bhuj^ 
Ray. This system is well suited to the Indian climate and to fte 
of the country— it is an admitted fact. The only di^ulty 
felt then y^as that there was an objection as to whether it 
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jlftHtkivi *8 A ooiestifle system, and my friend, Br. Nilratau Sarkar 
bplKMwd it tlien on the ground, that a preliminary inquiry was necessary. 
He' said : . 

Our ancestors did not stop at these instincts ; they advanced to empirical recipes 
based upon extensive observations and generalisations. These empiricisms are the 
empiricisms of a pre-scientifio era. Then, they further proceeded by methodical 
observation to inductions and classifications mixed, of course, with inevitable errors 
and , superstitions ; and next there came an era of hypothesis and speculation em- 
bodied in comprehensive sutras, that is, enunciations, each of which covers with 
fbn^al precision a vast assemblage of observed facts. Thus a stage of provisional 
. science was reached. This is all that I can claim for the ' splendid system of 
therapeutics that was brought into existence by our ancestors; but no more. 

Dr. Sarkar went on to say : 

But the provisional science of the Ayurvedic school has done yeoman service 
in the past in helping to cultivate the medical and therapeutical resources of India 
in Indian climate and under Indian environments; that is to say, in 'relation to 
the diseases that prevailed in India in former times. Thuai a system of therapeu- 
tics was built up and it is my hope that this precious heirloom of ours will not 
be allowed to be lost under the pressing obsequiousness of the obstinate scepticism 
of the West on the one side and the credulity of the Bast on the other. 

He suggested that much of the truth that is contained in these 
systems will be incorporated in the curriculum^ of our students and that 
to do that a good deal of preliminary research work will have to be 
done to separate a large mass of dross from the pure gold that is there. 

This question also arose recently in the Imperial Council ; the pro- 
posal was that in every province there should be Ayurvedic and XJnani 
schools and colleges established. It was opposed by Major-Q-eneral 
Edwards. He thought that, as an independent system, it cannot be recog- 
nised, but the allopathic system might take advantage of this ancient 
system, and that State aid should not be given to these institutioiis 
independent of the mefhod followed in the Western system. Sir William 
Vincent was very sympathetic to this proposal and he was^prepsred to 
forward, for the consideration of the Local Governments, the proceed- 
ings of the Council, but as the mover of the resolution pressed for the 
acceptance of the resolution and for an executive order, it could not he 
a<M»epted. Sir William Vincent observed that the facilities of medical 
tr^tment in this country are very inadequate, and that we should do 
all we can to increase them. The theoretical objections against tins 
i^atem of medicine should not avail where practical experience .has 
. flkpivm that it is capable of healing our ailments. 

T^t the provision for medical aid is very inadequate is well known 
to nd a«Ml' efforts have been made now and then for pressing upon Gov- 
, foment ihat more medical sbhools and colleges should he established, 
is ^ system of medicine which is well suitefd to the Indians. 

in existence from a very ancient period and it has bc^n ap]Mre- 
by.m pet cent, ^of^the people of Ipdia. So it. is very 

8ptim encourage^- 4 wis lie^t 
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viz. 9 that some preliminary investigation was necessary as to hoif' the. 
system could be improved and what addition could be made to this, 
ancient system. With the object of having this investigation 1 brought 
forward this proposal for the establishment of a committee consisting 
of expert members of the different systems having special knowledge of 
them — ^the Kavirajea^ the Allopathic physicians, the Homoeopathic 
physicians and others of the various different systems — ^for the purpose 
of considering as to what practical steps should be taken for the restora- 
tion and development of the Ayurvedic system. I am much thankful 
to Government for the recent introduction of the rules published in 
June last empowering District Boards to open dispensaries and hospitsds 
following this system or any system other than Allopathic. I believe 
my resolution has been lightened by the introduction of these rules. 
It is already admitted that this system is suited to us and encouragement 
may accordingly be given to it. I know full well that the Minister in 
charge of the Medical Department is well aware of the benefits that can 
be derived from this system, and he is very keen about its further develop- 
ment. As the District Boards have been authorised to recognise these 
institutions and to grant facilities and subsidies to them, it is but a 
necessary corollary that a special committee should be formed to see 
what improvement can be introduced in this ancient system. 

I think I need not make any further remarks and I hope that Gov- 
ernment will be kind enough to accept my resolution and that a com- 
mittee will be formed consisting of members as suggested by me. 

DRi HAS8AN 8UHRAWARDY moved, by way of amendment, *Hhat 
after the word ‘Kavirajes' the words ^and two . distinguished Hakims* 
be added and that for the words Hhe Ayurvedic system* the words ‘the’ 
Ayurvedic and Tibbi or Unani systems * be substituted.” 

After what has been said by our esteemed friend, Babu Eishori 
Mohan Chaudhuri, the cause of reviving indigenous systems of medicine 
or at least to make a scientfic inquiry into their methods, is hardly in need 
of additional support. I however desire to put the special claims of the^ 
Unani or Tibbi system of medicine before the Council. The sphere of 
useful influence of this system, extended vfrom the pillars of* Hercules to 
the great walls of China, through a much wider and larger area than any 
Eastern system ever enjoyed. This, however, is not the occasion to re^ 
count the exploits of the Professors of the Academy at Baghdad apid of ■ 
the centres of learning at Cordova, Saville or Granada, who held aloft thib,^ 
torch of Science and civilisation during the middle ages when &e reej; ,' ' 
of Europe was in darkness. Sir, in medical literature the names 
Saracenic Surgeon A1 Rhazes and the Physician Avecinna * 

those of Galen and Hippocrates of the Greeks. Tkmgk ^ 
pristine glory, though bereft of State patronage, yet the 
system of medicine has even in modern 
Ittoiiirbut 'beyond'. The rich ^ and the hlike 
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Pie.p#o|iIe of Ihdiai have recognised their efficacy. Many a poor sufferer 
lukScgot relief Under this system after having knocked in vain for recovery 
4t the doors of other systems of the noble art of healing for months and 
yes^I 

IHic^e is much to> be said in support of reviving and modernising this 
sys^m. The proverbial nugget of gold may get hidden under a heap 
of riibbishi which, in the course of time, gathers over most things. Many 
remarkable recoveries under the Tibbi system have been known to many 
of ut. The effective treajtment of different diseases by the hakims of the 
^^otises of Hasiq-ul-Mulk of Delhi and of Lucknow under this system is 
too well known to require repetition. Many a wonderful story of most 
Remarkable cui^es and recoveries by the well-known hakims like the late 
iGlholam Nabi Khan, Syed Quasim Ali, and Hakim Sajjad are narrated in 
this city by old inhabitants. When we turn to modern times, I am sure 
that the personal experience of such great authorities as a past Member 
of the Executive Council and a Minister of the present Government of 
Bengal will bear out the marvellous effects of the hakimi treatment of 
the late Hakhn Abdul Hamid of Patna, of Shafaul Mulk, Hakim Ahdur 
Rashid Ehan, Khan Bahadur, and of Hakim Shabpir of Calcutta. These 
men are alive and can at the present moment demonstrate the effects of the 
TTnani system of medicine. It is a great pity that the Tibbi system of 
medicine is allowed to die out, for want of State aid and encouragement. 

I therefore beg to support the resolution of Babu Kishori Mohan 
Chaudhuri to take steps for the restoration and development of the 
Ayurvedic system of treatment in a scientific way, but I would like to 
add that Hakims of repute might also be associated in the proposed Com- 
mittee and the XTnani system gets its just and adequate share. As to the 
personnel of the committee I would like to leave it in the hands of the 
Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Medical Department. 


Rai dOCENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadurs It is very difficult 
to oppose a resolution dictated by motives of patriotism. We have heard 
much of the history of the Kaviraji and the XTnani systems, but I fear 
the history of these medicines is very little known. Is it known to 
many of us here that the Susruta and the Charaka, the basis of oUr 
Kaviraji system were taken to Babylon and to Baghdad, and thence to 
Greece, to Macedon, Athens and Borne? Is it known that 'the Unani 
system ie to a great extent based upon the AyurVedic system and the 
sj^atem is also based upon these two systems P The difference is 
thla. ^molclern European system is scientific and the ancient 
As I told you the day before yesterday the difference 
them is as the difference between the glories of astronomy ai^d 
iee of astrology. What is meant by saying ** scientific *^P— 
ik^hiiection with a system which is whoHy empiric Boes 
; In Gonstantinoplft^ the M nlu^tniytst d^n 
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la it known that Japan — ^progressive Japan — ^has adopted the Enropeatt 
scientific system and not the old Chinese, Japanese or the Indian system f 
Let us not go back to the old days. I belong to the party of progress. 
Our motto is * 'Advance India.'’ There is no going back: this must be 
clearly understood — and understanding this, you may do anything you 
like. 

Babu TANKANATH CHAUDHURIS These systems of medicine— 
the Ayurvedic and the TJnani systems — are of very Ipng standing and it 
is a pity that these two systems of medicine may die away from India. 
The European medicines are often found to be too strong for the Indians. 
We all know that when European medicines fail in giving relief to the 
sufferers from old diseases one generally has to take recourse to the 
Ayurvedic or TJnani systems of medicine. Our friend Bai Jogendra 
Chunder Qhose Bahadur says that we should always try to make an 
advance in everything ; but advance does not mean that we should do 
away with everything that we have got, even everything that is good and 
desirable. An advance cannot be made by doing away with our best 
traditions. I would like to say one thing in this connection. We know 
that there are various indigenous drugs which are of greater — if I am 
not alh'we<l to use the word greater I may .say •»£ equal- efficacy an the 
European drugs, and these should not be allowed to die away. We find 
nowadays that quinine is administered as the remedy for malaria, but 
from our experience we know that there are other equally efficacious drugs 
such as Notahij : I do not know the jaw-breaking Italian name of that 
plant. We have found that in many cases it has done immense good to 
the patients. If we could develop the indigenoiTs drugs or, if we could 
have a garden where these plants could be grown, the country would 
gain much. It is a question which I hope will receive sympathetic treat- 
ment at the hands of the Government. We are importing many drugs 
from other countries and there is no reason why we should kill *our own 
drugs. 

With these words, I support the resolution. 

Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: I rise to say a few words about 
this resolution. I do so with a certain amount of diffidence, for what £ 
may say to this Gounpil on this occasion is capable of being misunder- 
stood. I happen to be a votary of the school which is . known M the 
Allopathic system of medicine and that is the reason why my i^ina^ks 
about other systems are, I fear, capable of bejueig. mieunderstodd. 5iut 
whatever that may be, on this occasion, I feel it my duty, to saif 

what is uppermost in my mind* 

My friend Babu Eishori Mohan Ohaudhuri, the mover of 
h^ framed it in such a manner that it becomes impotmiMy 
stand what he intends to do. Before I say what I adtdany 
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iiystdosis of Ayurvedic and Unani, Iwould like to point out to the mover of 
the reacdution certain things which arise in my mind in connectioii with 
the wording of the resolution. My friend, 1 fear, has made a hotch-potch 
resdution. He has put in in the same cauldron Ayurvedic and Unani 
>nd over and above that my friend Dr. Suhrawardy has added the Tibbi 
system. What would the result be, supposing a committee is formed. 
The committee is asked by this resolution to take practical steps for the 
restoration and development of the Ayurvedic system of treatment and, 
;I understand, that Dr. Suhrawardy's amendment would have the Tibbi 
system as well. Situated as we are in this country, where we have 
several systems of treatment prevalent all the country over, what would 
be the result of an attempt to restore a particular system and to develop 
it. I believe the days are past for any particular system to be developed 
or restored. Those who have eyes will see that all the world over there 
is a movement for keeping what is true and scientific and for weeding out 
what is not true and what is not relied upon. When I was a student of 
the Medical College, the Professor who taught us Materia Medica used 
to begin his lecture by congratulating us for belonging to the country 
which has given birth to Gharaka and Susruta— the two eminent physi- 
cians. 1 have not been able to forget it and I have up to this time carried 
my veneration for these two illustrious persons. I am proud that I am 
a countryman of these eminent men, who took their birth several centuries 
ago and evolved a system which has become the wonder of the world. 
Whatever that may be, would that justify us in these days of modern 
science and of improvement all the world over in sticking to our own old 
things and not introducing the searchlight of modern science P I do not 
know anything about the Unani system, but we have some knowledge 
about the teachings of Ayurveda. Undoubtedly the Ayurveda is based 
upon a system which has much to be proud of and which can teach even 
at this time very great things. But it does not follow that whatever has 
been said or taught by Gharaka and Susruta must be accepted as gospel 
truth in these days. What we hold is that whatever attitude my country- 
men may take, whatever attitude the Government may take about a 
particular system, that is not the important thing. The important thing 
before us is that whatever is good in these different systems must be taken 
otit and, combined in one system, and that system should be the system of 
treatment in this country as well as elsewhere. So" in my mind the aim 
sjhould be not the restoration of a. particular system or fostering one at the 
ekpense of another, but the taking out of what is good, what is true, what 
ii^ healthy and what is really to the benefit of the people and then build 
up a system which will be the standard of the whole world. There is a 
, prevailing idea that in science there is no difference as to caste, creed and 
Ayurveda may belong to the Hindus, Unani may belan||^to.the 
but' when we, men of. science, combine together^to find 
toilh we should forget that one system belongs to the and 

Itolongs to the Muhammadans. So, if there is any attempt 
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made by this Council or by the Oovernznetit,. my idea is that ve 
make an attempt to find out what is good in these different systems anil 
to bring them all together and combine into one for the good of humanity/^ 
instead of adopting a resolution like this with a direction to restore a^ 
to develop a particular system. 

My friend Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri also desii'es that special 
attention should be paid to the question of teaching the Ayurvedic system. 

I really do not know what my friend wants us to do. Does he want that 
this Government should establish Ayurvedic colleges in this cityP If he 
wants that, let him find the funds and establish such colleges. I, for 
myself, would like such colleges to foster and prosper, but in these days 
to ask the Government to spend any money on any particular restricted 
system would be unjustifiable. 

I think I have given an indication of the attitude which I myself and 
some of the medical men in this city will take up in this connection. 
Before I sit down I would ask my friends to remember that we will never - 
take up an attitude of antagonism against Kaviraji or TJnani systems for 
we do realise — and once more I admit — ^that we owe much to those systems 
and we have found that these systems have much to teach us. But once 
again, I say let those things which are good in those systems be taken out 
of them and be combined in the modern science so that modern science 
enriched by these additions will make further progress. Let every 
possible encouragement be given to the happy combination of all different 
systems aiming towards amelioration of human sufferings. 

Drt HA88AN 8UHRAWARDYS May I rise to offer an explana- 
tion P 

Tho PRE8IDENTS If you have any explanation to offer you may 
do so, but you cannot be allowed to debate. 

Df« HA88AN 8UHRAWARDYS The explanation is that Itai 
Jogendra Ghunder Ghose Bahadur characterised the TTnani system as 
being an empirical system 

Th6 PRE8IDENTS That is not a personal explanation and I can- 
not allow you to go on. 

Dr. HA88AN 8UHRAWARDYs May I explain that the Dnani 
system is not based on the Ayurvedic but on the Qre^ syetem^'^^ i 

The PRE8IDEIIT: I am afraid all this is out of ora^..^’ ^ ^ 

Dr. HA88Alt SUHRAWARDYs May I exidain 
system is in vogue in Constantinople P ^ 1 if : 

THe'pREEIDENTs That is an 
anwxer member and not an explanation. 
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. wliioli has been moved by my friend Babu Kisluni 
ChaMhnri. The Ayurvedic system has many things to cmommid it- 
selftto tlw mtelligentia of the country. Nowadays with the study of 
the Ayurvedic system the study of scientific improvements is requmd. 
It therefore behoves the Government to see that this indigenous system 
ia rather improved. I hope that the Government will see its way to 
pocept the resolution. 

t ialNl SURENDRA NATH RAY: Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri 
has already mentioned that a resolution was brought by me in this 
Council some time ago with reference to this very question. It was 
Ewing the budget debate of 1918-19 that I brought forward a resolu- 
tion that a sum of B'S. 9,000 recurring and Rs. 9,000 non-recurring be 
granted to the Ashtanga Ayurvedic College of Calcutta. That reso- 
lution was however opposed by the leading Indian Allopathic physician of 
this city— Sir Nilratan Sircar; it was also opposed on behalf of the 
Government by the Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler; so the resolution was 
lost. Now that we have a large number of Bengali members in this Coun- 
cil who have got faith in the Ayurvedic system of medecine, I am glad 
that Ejshori Babu has thought it proper to bring forward this resolution 
at this time. Moreover we have got a gentleman in charge of the Medical 
Department (Sir Surendra Nath Banerjea) who has been trying his 
level best to improve the School of Tropical Medicine which has been 
established in Calcutta. I think the principal object why the School 
of Tropical Medicines has been opened in Calcutta is to resuscitate the 
vegetable drugs of Bengal. What is the use of spending large sums 
of money in the School of Tropical Medicines, if we do not revive the 
system of medicine which was in vogue in Bengal for generations? Of 
course we have got faith in the Allopathic system of medicine ; but that 
is no reason why we should lose faith in the Ayurvedic system of medi- 
cine. It has been said that it is now an old system and that we should 
hot spend our money on such systems of medicine. We find that the 
Government spends money on antiquarian researches and in the preser- 
vation of ancient monuments. Is it not the duty of Government to 
spend money on a system of medicine which has done so much of good 
td the country and which is the only system which has been in vogue 
for (Senti^es? Well, if that be the case, I do not really understand 
Itpif ihtfre diohld be any opposition on the part of the India n members 
bf this CounoiT to this resolution. I admit that the resolution is a 
|>ttie bft cumbrous; but I think that the Minister in charge of the 
Ifedical Department will see his way to accept the resolution in’ a modi- 
JMI if possible. There is the School of Tropical Medicines which 
'^^^. ^raliwd by opening out some Chairs h>r eiqjert KavirUjee who 
eduction and ^^h some lorowledege of Chemistry 
be of Jetip in .teaching, tibie students 

reasc^i, the resolution. 
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Ral MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Baliadurs I beg to sappoi^ 
this resolution. The resolution in itself is elastic and I found it diffi^ 
cult to follow its object, but on reading it through I understand that 
primary object is that practical steps should be taken for the restore^ 
tion and development of the Ayurvedic system. This matter, was the 
subject of consideration by the members of the old Council; and my 
friend, Babu Surendra Nath Bay, came forward to snatch some money 
from Government in the shape of a grant to the Ashtanga Ayurvedic 
College. My friend, Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri, does not say so " 
in plain words, but practically his aim is that Government ought to 
come forward with some contributions. But as he does not specifically 
say so, I need not trouble the Council with regard to that, nor is it the 
time now for asking for grants: that time is now over. I belong to 
that school of thought which likes to develop old scientific modes of 
treatment. The Ayurvedic system of medicine was in vogue in our 
country for years and years ; and even the educated men of this country 
have often had recourse to that system. There can be no denial of that 
fact; and, if anybody comes forward to condemn that system, I must 
say that he is wrong because he will ask for the development of such a 
system later on. The old system — ^the Hindu system of Pathology, and 
Surgery has gone away. Is it not necessary, therefore, that steps should 
be taken for the resuscitation of this system? Babu Kishori Mohan 
Chaudhuri wishes that a committee be formed for the purpose of inves* 
tigating all these things and that a report be submitted as to what prac- 
tical steps should be taken for the purpose. I think this object is a 
laudable one and that the Council ought to support it. In the old 
Council when this question was brought forward there was a Strong 
opposition .made by Sir Nilratan Sarkar who belongs to another school 
of thought, and my friend to my left (Rai Dr. Haridhan Dutt Bahadur) 
has come forward in the same way and said that modern science should 
be accepted, but I may tell him tSat modem science is based on the old 
system. If I am allowed to make an inquiry on the subject^ I can 
enlighten my friend that modem surgery has often recourse to many 
drugs which were in vogue in old days. My friend comes forward to 
say that there should be one system and that system ought to be the 
modern one. But what is science? Science is the essence of human 
knowledge and when the science of the Ayurvedic system was in Togue 
for centuries, can it be denied that that science was not the essence 
human knowledge? I need not take up the time of the Council any 
further ; but I strongly submit that this resolution demands the b^t 
consideration of this Council. . 

Aabu SURENDIIA MATH MULLIGKl After a 
Gift last few dayA, I thought that this rssdtetkni: ni^t wnatf 
<£a UtGe relaxation and that it would not found to ho 
What I find is th«d^ the xes(fiation i«d;tho amini^miaM ^ 
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mteraatfl. 1 fmd tl^^t while one member has proposed mmeihing 
whi^ is of doubtful utility, another member has proposed something else 
as a counterblast to the other. I am told that there are merits in some 
of the systems and there are excellent medicines for some particular 
diseases. That is of course, a different matter, but at this stage to say : 
Let us go back to the wilderness ** is what I do not approve of. What 

f hould be done is to absorb all that is good in these different systems 
h one scientific method. The School of Tropical Medicines is there : 
that has to be looked after by the Government and funds have to be 
provided for it. It is for that School to take in what is best from all 
these different systems and to make use of that and not by departments 
and compartments, but the proper idea is not to take up investigations 
in Ayurvedy or some other system. There are Indian medicines which 
are already taken in the British Pharmacopoeia — believe Makara- 
dhwaja has been taken for a long time and there are others, such as 
Chalmoogra^ etc. 1 am sure that the School of Tropical Medicines will 
at least put all thege in one scientific form and combine them into one 
for the good of all humanity. 

As regards the observations of my friend, Babu Tankanath Chaudhuri 
I am sorry to have to contradict him in one particular matter. He 
has said that the European medicines are too strong for Bengalis and 
that they are not, therefore, liked by them. But my opinion is that 
the strongest European medicine is nowadays very much liked by the 
Bengalis and it used to produce so great a revenue to the Government 
that owing to the temporary lull in its use, on account of the non-co- 
operation movement, even the strongest heart of our yenerable Minister 
was found to quail the other day. I can therefore say that the strongest 
European medicine is very much liked by the Bengali. I do. not know 
w]bat others think of it but that is my idea. (Laughter.) 

My esteemed friend Bai Dr. Haridhan Dutt Bahadur has spoken of 
eclecticism in the matter of scientific study. That is indeed a very good 
idea. But I may say that the Allopathists again have great prejudice 
against other systems. They never go into other questions on account of 
> what is called the slave mentality.” I am sure that tj^is School of 
Tropical Medicines will come to our rescue in this particular matter. 
As 1 have , said, whatever is good in the systems of Ayurvedy and. Unani 
might be absorbed in one scientific method and I think that it is the 
beii way to go about it. . 

mulyi YAKUINUDDIN AHMED: I think that the resolution that 
jhas behn moved by Babu Eishori Mohan CSiaudhuri and amended by 
Suhrawardy is worthy of the consideration of this House. We 
hot wish to oppose it as the TTnani, Tibbi, and the Ayurvedic systems 
toedio are the emblems of ei^ighteniiient and.oiviliaation. I do 
'^s^^ the members of .tUa Council would like to be so enlight- 
to regard wi^^ contempt JheSr own medicines and their own 
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systems of treatment. 1 think that in this Befomed Council there are 
gentlemen who depend not only upon European medicine^ but npon 
Ayurvedic and Unani medicine as well. It is meet and proper that 
this resolution should be viewed with consideration. It should not be 
blushed aside as a thing which is worthy of contempt^ because Govern- 
ment do not like to accept this resolution. We should think that Unani 
medicine^ the medicine which is in vogue from the ancient time~a time 
when Europe was immersed in darkness^ which is holding its own, 

“ the Alchemia ” of the Arabs having developed into Chemistry the very 
foundation of Allopathy, even now in India, is not a system which 
should be brushed aside. As regards the Ayurvedic medicine,' it is 
holding its own even now. Government has honoured its votaries — 
the Ayurvedic Kavirajes — ^having conferred the title of Mahamaho- 
padhyayas upon some of them. The title of Shams-ul-Ulama also has 
been conferred upon Hakims. Therefore, I do not blame Government 
that it . has viewed with contempt such systems of medicine as my 
hon’ble friends here are viewing it. It is, I thinks these systems which 
should be encouraged by our countrymen. We shall belie our educa- 
tion and our enlightenment, if we view with contempt such systems of 
medicine. 

The resolution does not say that all the money which Government 
can bestow upon this system of medicine should be given, but that 
encouragement should be given to these systems of medicine— the 
Unani and the Eaviraji. It is not you. Gentlemen, who are going to 
provide the money; it is the country which will do so, if it is thought 
advisable. Therefore, I say that you, GKentlemen, when you shall 
consider this resolution, you should consider it seriously as the system 
which is your own system — Unani and the Eaviraji — and which has 
cured many diseases where Allopathic medicine has failed. I think 
miraculous cures have been effected by such systems of medicine. Are 
you not going to encourage such systems? Are you not going to hold 
the torch which enlightened centuries ago and which is holding its 
its own still? Are you going to extinguish it by your contemptuoii^^ 
treatment of that resolution? I feel that the resolution both for thifi 
Unani and the Eaviraji deserves your serious consideration* 

Babu NITYA DHON MUKHERdEEs When I was listening to the 
debate, I q^uite forgot that I was in the Legislative Chamber in 
province, but that I was listening to the deliberations of a municipal 
board in which every motion that is put forward is, as a. rule, oppos^ 
by another motion.*" Sir, Ayurvedic system of medicine has . 
invoked in India for the last 8,000 years according to a g^eat medi|i^l^ 
authority. I think, if anybody has got a right to speak witji autli^Vttif 
on this resolution it is the professional doctoira of' Wh^ th^e 
two here— Dr. Suhrawardy and Dr* Hari&an 
moved an amendment to the main resolution w]i|b ih,e Mier 
a. While my friend Dr. 8. N. MuUicfcU-i. : : / f 
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tyRiNDRA NATH MULLICK: Sir, I am not a doctors 

iaiw Mitya ONON MOKHERJiE: Imean Mr. S. N. Mulliok." 

«a|M tURENDRA NATH MyLLICK: Sir, lam only Babti 
^iir^adra Nath Mullick, not Mr. S. N. Mullick. 

Babu NITYA DHON MUKHERJEE: My Mend Babu Surendra 
Nath: Mnllick anticipated the judgment of the Committee proposed to be 
iormed. Babu l&urendra Nath Bay and Bai Mahendra Chandra Mitra 
Bahadur supported the motion while another Bai Bahadur opposed it, 
and 1 am sorry that I cannot agree with the latter. 

Sir, it is an admitted fact that Bajas and Maharajas not only of the 
old school but with modem European education do employ Kavirajes in 
their own family as family physicians in addition to European doctors. 
My hon^ble frien'd the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan who has 
got the best European education still entertains more than one Eaviraj 
in his family. Sir, Dr. Haridhan Dutt said that he felt very proud 
when in his college days his professor eulogised the nation which could 
produce men like Charaka and Susruta and yet he is sorry that this 
resolution has been brought before this Council. 

As regards the XTnani system about which Dr. Suhrawardy has 
moved an amendment, we, Hindus, have *no personal knowledge. Our 
Muhammadan friends are the best judges about it. We Hindus, use 
TJnani medicines only for some particular purposes, which I need not 
mention before the Council. 

With these words, I support the original resolution of Babu Kishori 
Mohan Chaudhuri. 

Mr. HU8EYN 8HAHEED SUHRAWARDY: I, too, fail to appre- 
ciate the levity with which the resolution and the amendment have been 
treated in the Council. .1 would not have intervened at all in the debate 
if it had not been for the fact that some hon’ble members, with very 
little knowledge of the TJnani system, have tried to belittle it. We 
know that the Unani system has not only conferred great benefits on 
suffering humanity but it* was the precursor of the modem Allo- 
pathic system of medicine. Those who know will agree with me that 
practically all the medicines in the British Pharmacopoeia have been 
tl^ken from the TJnani system of medicine. Babu Surendra Nath Mullick 
hM tightly said that these two systems of Medicine — the Eavira;ii and 
TJhani — ought to be fostered and incorporated in the British Pharmaco- 
peia.^ But this caiktiot be done without a thorough investigation into 
'1^ systems in order to recover some of our lost knowledge. 

these words, I support the resolution and the amendment. 

; I was surprised to hear that a certain 

r has no kaowledge of the TibM or TJnani system, 
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thought fit to condemn that system and said that it should not bl9 intror ^ 
duced here in Bengal as the system was of no use^ It has also been said 
that the system is empirical in its origin, but if the hon^ble member 
who has said that only knew what the system was he would never have 
to come to that opinion. Each medicine under the XJnahi system has 
a separate quality and there is a big book which deals with ^ese 
medicines giving their names and the diseases they cure. This 
system is a rational one and the book which contains all these informations 
is called Makhzan-i-Addia and is to be found in every Muhammadan 
household. 

It is further alleged that this system is based on the Ayurvedic system. 

I do not think so. By this, I do not say that the Ayurvedic system is 
not of very great antiquity and is not one of the best systems which 
should be encouraged in Bengal. I would only point out that the very 
name of the system indicates that it was taken from the Qreeks and 
developed by the Saracens and the drugs are prepared from shrubs and 
vegetables. 

It is further alleged that in Turkey only the Allopathic system is in 
vogue. It is true, but this is also true that the Unani system obtains 
largely in the metropolis of the Sultan of Turkey. It is also alleged 
that this system has not found favour with the inhabitants of India. 
That is not so. At Lucknow, Hooghly and Murshidabad and other 
places this system is still prevailing and schools have been founded 
which keep Hakims and they diatrubute medicines to the people. It 
must be within the knowledge of any person that even now big Hakims 
of Lucknow and Delhi are frequently invited by Bajas and Maharajas 
frtm distant places and even by some high Government officials for their 
treatment. That is the case even now though no arrangements . have 
ever been made for the development of this science. 

This system has its votaries in India among the aristocrats; and with- 
out going further afield, I may mention that the Burdwan Estate main- 
tains and engages Hakims even now. This shows that the people of the 
country have faith in the system and it would be right, if along with the 
recommendation made in the original resolution, the amendment made 
by Dr. Suhrawardy is also favourably considered. 

Raja MANILOLL 8INCH ROYs Sir, I move that the question be 
new^put. 

The PRESIDENTS I have come to the end of the list and I would 
now ask the Hon’ble Sir Surendra Nath Banerjea to reidy. 

The Hon’bid Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERdEAs Before I de^l 
with the obsei-vations and the conflicting views which we have heard in 
the Council Chamber regarding the different systmns of medicine, it^ms 
to me that I should clear my ground. There is, in the first 
the TOsolution moved by my hon'ble friend Kibhiwi Jiohan ^ 
dhuri. To that an amendment has been ftropoiiM 1^ : 
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My hon^ble friend^ the mover of the amendment, suggests an enlarge- 
ment ctf the personnel and of the scope of the committee to be appointed* 
He recommends that persons should be appointed acquainted with the 
Unani system of medicine and that the committee should inquire 
- into and report upon the steps to be taken for the restoration and develop- 
ment of the Unani system. Therefore, Sir, we have two distinct resolu- 
tions— one relating to the Ayurvedic and the other to the 
Tibbi or Unani system. It seems to me that it would he more conve- 
nient if, instead of having one committee dealing with considerations 
so divergent and it may be conflicting, we should have two committees — 
one for the Ayurvedic and the other for the Unani system. I trust 
that' this suggestion will commend itself to the mover of the resolution 
as well as of the amendment and will meet with the acceptance .of this 
House. « 

Sir, the next observation which I desire to make with regard to the 
resolution — and this also applies partly to the amendment — is one which 
relates to the personnel of the committee. Sir, it has been suggested that 
I should be placed in charge of the committee. Sir, I am deeply thank- 
ful to the mover of the resolution for doing me the great and signal 
honour of asking me to preside over the deliberations of this committee. 
But I confess, Sir, that I am perfectly innocent of all knowledge regard- 
ing all systems of medicine — ^Allopathic ^Homeopathic, Unani or Ayur- 
vedic. It seems to me, therefore, that I labour under a very serious 
disqualification, and while I am thankful to my friend for thus hon- 
ouring me, I feel compelled to tell him that I am not fit for it, and that 
I must decline the honour. Not only that but it also 
seems to me that my hon’ble friend would best serve the 
object which we have in view if, instead of indicating the personnel of 
the committee he were to leave the matter to the Government which 
might bo trusted to appoint a committee whose personnel will commend 
itself to the acceptance and the judgment of this House. I hope my 
hon’ble friend will accept my suggestion. 

I may say at once that the Government accepts the proposition that 
a committee should be appointed for the purpose mentioned in the reso- 
lution as regcirds the Ayurvedic system of medicine and also to appoint 
a separate committee as regards the Unani system of , medicine. 

Sir, we must bear in mind that both these systems are ancient and 
one of them is indigenous to the soil. India claims to be the home of 
the Ayurvedic system. It indeed claims to be the home of the Science 
and Art of medicine. It is the cradle of that Art and from India the 
* Ayurvedic system and the principles which underly it travelled to the 
'^est and from there it travelled back to the East. Like the Sun it 
travelled frofn East to West and this system had among its disciples no 
less A ipan than Stippbcrates, and from Greece it travelled to the great 
f^ntrea of Huhammadun leaning and eivUization, As Dr. Suhrawardy 
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has observed the great Moslem Universities of Cardova and SeviUe 
aloft the torch of civilization in tbe middle ages while Euroi>e was suiik 
in almost primitive darhness. About ten years ago, I had an opportu- 
nity of visiting the Ehoda Buksh Library at Patna and there 1 saw some 
surgical instruments treasured up in that library which once belong^ 
to the University of Seville. They reminded me of the past glories of 
the Moslem world. They reminded me also of the reflected glories ci 
my own ancestors because the Ayurvedic system of medicine was im- 
ported from India into Greece and from Greece it travelled north- 
wards and westwards and was incorporated into the Unani ^system. 
Sir, having regard to the fact that the Ayurvedic system is indigenous 
to the soil and that the Unani system has been practised here for uentti- 
ries, I think it is the clear ’ duty of a Government which represents 
both Hindus and Muhammadans that they should appoint a committee 
for suggesting practical steps for the restoration and development of 
these two systems. I say it is the first duty of a Government to do 
this — a Government which is interested in the preservation of all systems 
and cultures, Hindu and Muhammadan, of which it is the repository and 
the custodian. 

Secondly, Sir, there is another side of the question which should not 
be ignored. We have only one qualified doctor for 42,000 people. 
Furthermore, 90 per cent, of the people do not avail themselves of the 
Allopathic or Homeopathic system of treatment but take to the ancient 
systems of India — the Ayurvedic and the Unani systems. That being so, 
it would be beneficial to the people if these two systems were restored, 
developed and improved. 

Sir, we have heard a great deal about contending systems. We have 
been told that knowledge is to be accepted from whatever quarter it comes. 

I accept this view. And I am perfectly sure that these committees will 
go thoroughly into these two systems and make practical suggestions for 
their restoration and further development, and if they find as a resiilt of 
their labours that nothing could be done then the whole thing would be 
dropped and we shall know whether we should place any further credence 
in these two ancient systems of medicine.. There would be a finality 
and the trouble would be at an end. Therefore, Sir, looking at the 
matter from this point of view, I think that a committee is necessary. \ 

Sir, it has been said by one of the speakers that Government should 
not spend any money on this project. Sir,- Government is groiug to . 
appoint these two committees, and when they set to work, they would 
require i>aper and pencil and ink and these Imye goit to be {)rovided Igr 
the Government. Government will spend nothing more for the prescmi;^? 
Therefore, so far as the menace of ez^penditure is concerned^Ond 
a terrible menace to this House as I know frop personal 
* so far as the menace of expenditure is concerned it & n^h-e^istenti y; '-g : 

lirt Of 9« QHOICl It is a cold dou^e af tho##; v, 
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HOfiNMe Sir SURSNORA NATH BANER4EAI No, it is aot« 

oold.^j9iielu»; 

.Rsi RARHA OHARAN PAL BAhadur: Will it only be a paper 
eimndttee? 

thf Hon’Ma Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA: Of course not. 
But the eommittee must have paper to write on. (Laughter.) 

A& I was saying, if money is needed, it would be necessary for me to 
lay the whole matter before you and ask you to give me the money to 
epend. It is you and not the Government who are the final authority in 
matters of finance. When the report of the committee comes before 
Government I will lay it before you and ask you to provide the funds, 
U expenditure should be necessary. 

Then, Sir, we have also heard remarks about the School of Tropical 
Medicine. The School of Tropical Medicine is not intended merely to 
examine the quality of indigenous drugs. Its purposes are much 
wider, it embraces the whole range of tropical diseases. I am sure that 
within the next ten years when it will have made its researches, when 
it will have extended the bounds of human knowledge in the matter of 
tropical diseases and their cure, history will record in glowing terms 
the efforts of those who have been associated with the genesis of this 
great institution. I need not detain the Cfouncil much longer. I need 
say only this that we as a Government are neither Homeopaths nor 
Allopaths nor upholders of the Ayurvedic system or the TJnani system; 
we are advocates of truth, of the healing art in all its phases and in all 
its aspects. That is the motto of Government. We extend a generouf 
consideration to all arts and all systems and are sympathetically inclined 
to try all systems in order that the great community entrusted to our 
care may grow in health and strength and that the needs of medical 
relief may be fully met. I hoi>e and trust my friend will accept my 
suggestion. 

Babu KI8H0III MOHAN CHAUDHURI: I accept the suggestion 
and the modifications that have been proposed by the Hon’ble Minister. 

The PRESIDENT: Gentlemen, the mover of the resolution as well 
as the mover of the amendment and the Hon’ble Sir Suyendra Nath 
Banerjea all desire that this motion should be split into two parts and 
th^re should be some modifications made in it. As the motion haf 
l^ready l^en moyed in a particular form, I take it that I have no jxiwer 
to - i^y , alterations without the leave of the House. I therefore 

Spit it the House that the resolutions may be x>ermitted to be amend- 
ed fom 

: V 35^ reebmmends to the Government that a committ^ 

and report, after taking such evidence as may 
to what ipractioal $teps may be taken for the 
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restoration and developinent of the Ayurvedic ayatem of treatment^ with 
special attention to the question of the teachingr of the Ayurvedia sys^ 
tern, with necessary modification, under proper supervision and contrpl..^^ 
This Council recommends to the Government that a committee he 
formed to consider and report, after taking such evidence as may be 
thought necessary, as to what practical steps may he taken for the res- 
toration and development of the Cnani system of treatment, with special 
attentioii to the question of the teaching of , the XJnani system, 
with necessary modification, under proper supervision and control,** 

Leave was given to amend the motions. 

The motions were then put in the amended form and agreed to. 


Mohangan} HM incidents. 

The PRESIDENT: 1 wish, before the next motion is moved, to tell 
the House that there is a judicial inquiry pending in connection with 
the incidents of the escape of prisoners from the Rajshahi Jail. This 
particular motion does not refer to that exactly, but to the incident at 
Mohangan j. I would ask Eumar Shib Shekhareswar Hay, the mover oi 
the resolution, strictly to confine himself to that matter and not to go 
beyond it. 

Kumar SHIB SHEKHARESWAR RAY: ** This Council recom- 
mends to the Government that an inquiry be made, by a committee of 
officials and non-officials, into the unfortunate incidents at Mohangan j 
H&t, in connection with the escape of prisoners from the Bajshahi Jail.** 

In moving this resolution, I am fully conscious of the responsibility 
1 am undertaking. There has been already a Government inquiry on 
the subject and a Government resolution on the matter has also been 
published. But there is also no blinking of the fact that the said 
inquiry and resolution in certain important as|)ects have given no satis- 
faction to the public. They feel that the inquiry has not been a fair 
one 


The PRESIDENT: What inquiry are you referring tof 

Kumar SHIB SHEKHARESWAR RAY: The inquii^ at Mohan* 
ganj. They feel, that the inquiry at Mohanganj has not b^eh a fair 
one, that witnesses who could give material evidence have not.be^ 
examined. They even^go to the length of suspecting .that the inqui^ 
has hidden more than what it has disclosed. Eightly or wrbngljr l^e^ 
is a feeling abroad that wherever the conduct of hi|fh officers ^01% 
involved, the inquiry fails in the proper apportionment of guilt 
effort for whi^washing it is made. I know that the^f^liii^^J[i||.'^ 
always justifiable, but I feel also that it is the duty of the Gqvei^eui^f^ 
always to keep itself above suspicion. 
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a remark ahould be given. No doubt, Sir, there can be no stopping of 
wagging tongues but neither should food for such suspicion be sup- 
plied by the Government. An absolutely baseless suspicion dies of 
itself. But here, in connection with the incidents at Mohanganj, the 
suspicion is not absolutely baseless. To begin with, Sir, the inquiry 
into the first part of the subject matter of the Government resolution, 
viz,^ the causes leading to the escape of prisoners from the Jail, was 
conducted by the Inspector-General of Prisons with whom were asso- 
ciated two non-official gentlemen. 

The PRESIDENT: Here you are again referring to the escape of 
prisoners from the jail. 

Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: I am only referring to the 
report already published. 

The PRESIDENT: It may be that the report is published, but the 
matter is under judicial inquiry and I will not allow a single word tn 
be said on the subject. 

Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: But coming to the second 
part of the resolution which deals with incidents in connection with the 
recapture of escaped convicts, we find that the inquiry was conducted by 
the Divisional Commissioner alone, unaided by any non-officials. And, 
Sir, so far as the incidents at Mohanganj are concerned, they were not 
even inquired into by the Commissioner himself. Only a Deputy Super- 
intendtot of Police was deputed to make the inquiry. Now, Sir, the fact 
of the association of non-officials in one part of the inquiry and its want 
in the other part dealing with much more serious allegations, has 
naturally led people to think that the Government perhaps was not confi- 
dent of its own grounds and had therefore shirked an association of 
non-official gentlemen, which might have disclosed facts unpleasant to 
the Government. And, further, the people naturally hesitate to attach 
much value to an inquiry by a subordinate officer into the conduct of bis 
superiors. Thus, Sir, in this case, the Government itself has fed the 
suspicion. Here the people have a right to think that the Government 
did not take the public into its confidence. 

Sir, on Tuesday last, we had a Uamed discourse by one of the Hon'ble 
Members of the Government on the mentality of some of the no-official 
members of the House— 

The PRESIDENT: I do not think you need go back to the debate 
^at tpok place the other day. 

Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: May I not explain our 
positionP 

TJie PRESIDENT : I have no objection to that. 
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Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAII RAY S I am only referring to that, 
and I have every confidence that the balance will be held strictly even by 
the chair. 

The PRESIDENT: You need not remind me of that. I know my 
duty. 

Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: Our misfortune often is not * 
to see eye to eye with the august personages occupying the central bench- 
es. To avoid a similar homily to-day, permit me, Sir, to say at once 
that I have not the least intention to minimise the conspicuous energy, 
resoilrce and activity — ^to quote the words of the Government resolution- 
displayed by the district authorities. Their prompt action was highly 
commendable. The district officers were almost taken by surprise, but 
they were not non-plussed. With the slender force that they could get 
together at that time, they took up the pursuit of that large body of 
criminals with very commendable alacrity. They had always kept the 
convicts on the move and had compelled them to disperse. People do 
not know what would have happened otherwise. Their devotedness and 
the pains they took are worthy of nothing but praise. 

But, Sir, the reports of the incidents at Mohanganj tell a different 
tale. Here, as the reports go, without the least warning the houses of 
innocent villagers were raided in the dead of night by armed men, and 
indiscriminate firing was indulged in, as a result of which five innocent 
men were, more or less, seriously wounded and no notice was taken of the 
wounded persons one of whom subsequently succumbed to his injuries. 
The zenanas were insulted and about twenty-five simple villagers were 
arrested on suspicion and kept under police guard the whole night. Sir, 
in spite of the sweet words in the Government resolution, there is no 
denying the fact that the reconnaissance that was said to have been made 
before Shaher Mulla’s house was raided, was not worth the name even. 
For, Sir, can anybody call it a reconnaissance when not a single villager 
was asked a question and the principal object of it, the information 
whether the men inside the house were really the escaped prisoners or 
not, had not been elicited P Then, Sir, with what impunity the Criminal 
Procedure Code and Police Regulations were brushed aside! WitKbut 
any previoiis warning, without calling upon the master of the house to 
allow a peaceful search, in the dead of night, while the inmates are all 
asleep, it was thought fit by the officer-in-charge to let loose a number 
of half-trained men with loaded guns, to raid the house ! It appears in 
the Government resolution that the force was especiaUy instructed by 
the officer not to use fire-arms. Then, Sir, why were they allowed to. 
carry loaded guns during the raid? Was it a* commendable error of- 
judgment on the part of the officer to opportunely forget that in all such 
cases the fire-arms have got a most unhappy knack of going olfP It is 
said that the first shot was fired by a Gurkha recruit who * kuoifa ho 
other language save his own patois. The Report says fliat he .inistook 
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another word for a oommand to fire. I do not blame the XK)or Chirkha. 
I blame the gallant officer who gave dangerous weapons to such raw and 
undisciidined recruits who cannot tmderstand the words of command 
even and employed them in a night raid in a Bengal villagfe. Sir, was 
hot this itself a rash and negligent act, fit to be severely censured by the 
higher authorities P Sir, instead of employing such uncontrollable men, 
the officer could have employed some men of the regular Beserve Force 
who were in the party. And then again what happened? Not the 
unexpected or unforeseen to a man with commonsense, which a police 
officer is supposed to have. The Gurkha had fired, others took it to be 
the fire of escaped convicts and so they also began firing. Baw and 
undisciplined as they were, they went out of control altogether and even 
fired at villagers who came to inquire ; and most probably the officer com- 
manding caught the contagion and took anybody and everybody for an 
escaped convict and when he found his challenge unanswered even by a 
frightened villager swimming across the river he was shot at by the 
gallant officer, it is said, in spite of protestation by a co-villager. And, 
Sir, if the intention of the officer is to be judged by his action, it was 
not so much the recapture of the escaped convicts, as to shoot them down. 
For it is admitted by the Government that no further notice of the wound- 
ed man was taken by the officer. 

MEMBER in charge of POLICE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Sir 
Henry Wheeler): It is not admitted by Government. 

Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: But, Sir, in reply to a 
question put by me, I think the reply was given by Government the 
other day that no notice of the wounded men was taken by the officer 
that very night. I am sending for the reply and I will show it. 

Now, Sir, it seems that he thought his business ended with the shoot- 
ing of a supposed convict, the rest was left to fate. 

Sir, the Government has expressed a regret for the Mohanganj inci- 
dent, but is a mere expression of regret enough recompense when the 
servants of the Government themselves have not merely committed an 
error of judgment, the modern panacea for all official delinquencies, but, if 
the reports are true, a positively illegal act — a crime. Sir, I am con- 
vinced that the Government inquiry into the conduct of the officers at 
Mohanganj is not worth the name. The whole matter has been practi- 
cally left to the underlingis of the Police, and they have got up a story 
suitihg their own purjpose and have patted themselves on their backs with 
the Commissioner as a mere figurehead. Jt is deplorable that such 
things should ever come out with the hall-mark of a Government resolu- 
tion and the Government should be led to pour applause when castiga- 
tion is merited. Sir, the other day, an Hon’ble Member of the Govern- 
ment loftily enunciated the principle underlying the relationship between 
the Government and its officers. He said that they can only be enlivened 
,with 8 due sense of discipline and responsibility ^ when they can be 
- n2 
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assured of Government support, assured with the knowledge that l^e 
Government should always be at their back. Sir, the Hon^ble Member 
is a worthy officer, so worthy that he may indeutify himself with the 
Govei'ument, and like Louis XIV cry out Uetat c^est vioi- I am the 
State — and magnanimously issue carte blanches to all his officers. But 
we ^ are now living in democratic days. All hon’ble officials should do 
well if they remember that that game of the seventeenth century can be 
played no longer. It would be much better if the hon’ble officials would 
remind their subordinates that they all, high and low, are servants of 
the people, and with that knowledge alone a better sense of service, a 
higher tone of discipline and lesponsibility can be attained. 

Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: The Chandpur affair has unfor- 
tunately placed the Mohanganj affair in a shade, otherwise we would 
have heard a great deal more about this terrible event in which shots 
were fired at random and innocent people killed. I, already discussed 
the Mohanganj affair in the course of my speech on police reorganisation : 
but the matter is so serious and has been so lightly dealt with in the Gov- 
ernment resolution, that we have sometimes to wonder whether official 
mentality is ever likely to change at all. Reforms or no reforms, it seems 
to be the same attitude of patting the officials on the back and minimising 
events that are serious in all conscience. During the last few days, we 
have heard in this Council Hon'ble Members of the Government strongly 
criticising ihe action of those audacious members of the Council who have 
the effrontery to find fault with the Government or its officials. I can 
assure you, Sir, that it is not a pleasant task, nay, it is one of the most 
thankless tasks imaginable, to have to get up and say unpalatable things. 
But, if we have to justify our presence here, if we have any regard for 
the duty that has been imposed upon us, we must speak out the truth, 
however unpalatable, we must bring to the notice of the Government the 
opinion of the public, as we read it. If .we fail in this, we should be 
failing in our duty both to the Gbvemment and to the people. The 
Government ought to remember that their open critics are their best 
friends. There is no justification in thinking that it is the nature of 
some members eternally to go against the Government *^--thoio is uo 
justification in thinking that fearless criticism is due to any but the 
most honest motives, and I do not know that there is any Government 
in the world who has the right to stigmatise or cow down honest criticism. 
Why do we criticise the Government at all? Because we want to prevent 
the Government from creating serious discontent in the country. 
What is this Mohanganj affair? Government have published a resolution 
based on the reporl of the Commissioner of the Rajshahi Division, who, 
as stated in the reply to a question put by Kumar Shib^Shekhareswar 
Ray, never went to Mo^ngfanj to inquire into the matter at all. As 
against this report, we have a report signed by five non-official gentle- 
men, who held the inquiry on the spot. Is it any wonder that the people 
look askance at the Government report P Is it any wonder that we come 
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to this Council to demand a further and a fuller enquiry, so that the 
truth and the whole truth mayi be found out? Government should not 
fig^t shy of an open inquiry. It will surely tend to allay the prevailing 
discontent. The main facts of the Mohanganj affair are simple enough 
and have been well stated by the Kumar, but many important details 
are still so much shrouded in darkness that they demand the light of 
an open inquiry. 

I have carefully read the official report: but we do not know what 
was the the total number of the force that found itself obliged to proceed 
to arrest 40 men, who were reported to look like coolies. We do not 
know why the house was not kept surrounded till day-light when it would 
have been ever so much easier to arrest these men. Then we find it 
stated — ^‘They received information that the convicts armed with four 
or five guns had looted Mohanganj Il&t and were resting there in an 
exhausted state.’’ 


We want to know who supplied this information, so that we can 
judge whether it was trustworthy or whether the informant was merely 
moonstruck in the moonlit night when the memorable march to 
Mohanganj took place. We find it stated in the official report that 
Mr. Bell had specially ordered that there was to be no firing and yet a 
recruit let off his rifle. Then, again, we find it stated — ** others, under 
the impression that they were being attacked, fired also and, in the con- 
fusion and noise, the orders of the officers to * cease fire ’ were not heard.” 
Of all the unsatisfactory descriptions of the whole affair, this is the most 
unsatisfactory and we are seriously asked to be satisfied with this. The 
Commissioner’s report on this matter is more curious still. He says — 
“ It cannot be ascertained who fired the first shot : but it seems fairly pro- 
bable that it was a Gurkha recruit who understood no language but his 
own patois.” I do not know what to say to a statement like this serious- 
ly offered to the public. The recruit had been four months in the Sardah 
Training School— Is it conceivable that in course of these four months 
a recruit had hot even learned to understand the ordinary words of orders 
issued by their superiors P It was not as if the Gurkha was asked to 
carry on a discussion or a dissertation with the officers : he was there to 
carry out orders and surely four months’ time in ^ training school was 
enough to teach him this simple and elementary order I If the Sardah 
School could not do this for him, the sooner the affairs of the school 
are overhauled the better. 

It appears that the Commissioner was not sure whether this explana- 
^on would be acceptable to the public, so we find there another explana- 
tion — " or he may have fired out of pure excitement.” Sir, I must 
honestly confess, I do not understand these excitements, which have 
a tendency to play fast and loose with people^ s lives. Is human life to 
be held so cheap in India that such flimsy excuses can be se^ously sugw 
gested in an official document P ^ ^ 



61 t MOHAKGANJ hat incidents. [ 14 th SytY 

As if this were not enough the Commissioner goes on to state-^^' It 
is impossible to decide now who fired the actual shots and it does not 
seem profitable to inquire/’ Not profitable to inquire? Is this the 
attitude that Government is going to take up — ^five innocent men are 
wounded and one villager has died as a result of gunshot wounds — and 
yet it is not profitable to inquire who is responsible for this atrocious 
action? It is sentiments like these that bring the Government into 
discredit and disrepute. If a thing like this had happened-in England, 
would any official have dared to take up this attitude ? How' does the 
Government treat the matter? Government not only endorses the 
opinion of the Commissioner that all concerned in the pursuit and 
recapture, both officers and men gave their best, worked indefatigably 
and showed marked courage and endurance,” but the praise allotted 
to the officers and men is too fulsome for words. Mutual admiration 
seems the order of the day, but in a case, where the public are not yet 
satisfied, this praise is, to put it mildly, most curious and uncalled for. 
It has been often asserted in this Council that adverse criticism of the 
officials tends to destroy discipline and quality of work, but I say it in 
all seriousness that fulsome praise in season and out of season and 
invariable support on all occasions tends to destroy the morale of any 
service and utterly destroys true prestige and public confidence. 

Rai JOGENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur: Sir, I beg to 
support this resolution. When we read of the break through of the 
convicts from the Bajshahi Jail, it reminded 

The PRESIDENT: You are not entitled to go into the question of the 
incident at the Huj'shahi Jail. I have already ruled to that effect and 
you must confine yourself to the Mohqnganj incidents. The matter of 
the Bajshahi Jail js under a judicial inquiry and you cannot expi*ess any 
opinion on it. 

Rai JOGENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur: I am not express- 
ing any opinion on it.. 

The PRESIDENT: You are. 

Rsi JOGENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE BAhsdur. You liave not yot 
heard me. 

Th« PRESIDENT: Goon. 

Rai JOGENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur: men I heard hi 
the break through of the prisoners from the Bajshahi Jail^ it reminded 
me of certain chapters of the early period of the mutiny. 

The PRESIDENT: You are out of ordw. You may say wial you. 
like about the Mohanganj incidents. 
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Hal ilOCENDRA GHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur: The Mohanganj 
incident was an outcome of tlie escape of the Bajshahi prisoners. 
Government had to be maintained and peace and order had to be 
restored. In that process, excesses were committed, bht the excesses 
were too great. Murders, looting and other outrages were committed. 
Such things always happen when such events, such occurrences as the 
break through of the prisoners take place. What I say is this: In 
such a position when the people consider that they have been ill-treated, 
it is the duty of Government to appoint a committee, an impartial com- 
mittee, to find out what were the causes and circumstances which led 
to it and what were the excesses and whether these great excesses should 
be punished or not. Sir, the Mohanganj matter stands on a different 
footing from that of the Chandpur business. There I was satisfied 
with the practical vote of censure and did not want further agitation. 
In this matter there is no possibility of any public ebullition of agita- 
tion. The events of the past have been practically forgotten, but in the 
interests of justice and to satisfy the public that things were right 
there should be a committee of inquiry and, if things were not right, 
men who have offended, men who have maltreated, these people would 
certainly have to be dealt with. In order to assure the public, Govern- 
ment should at once fall in with the mover and appoint an impartial 
committee. * 

The Hon’ble Sir HENRY WHEELER: This resolution, like the 
one we had before us not long ago, requests Government to undertake 
a further inquiry into an incident in which an inquiry has already been 
held, and regarding which the conclusions arrived at have already been 
made public in a resolution which runs to six and a half pages in print. 
When such a recommendation is made, therefore, I think that we are 
entitled to expect something more than the vague generalities which 
have been hurled at our heads — all calculated to excite prejudice against 
the action of Government and its conduct in relation to its officers. I 
put it to the Council that it is not sufficient to come here and say there 
are suspicions that a fair inquiry has not been made,, that material wit- 
nesses have not been examined and that more has been hidden than 
disclosed; to embroider that theme with many adjectives and heroics, 
and then to end — Of course we do not know that these suspicions are 
justified,’’ and yet to urge those suspicions as the basis of a fresh 
investigation. 

Apart from details, with which I will deal later, the only two general 
reasons which have been given by Eumar Shib Shekhareswar Ray why 
^we should have an inquiry are — ^firstly, that the previous one, was held by 
the Gommiissioner alone, and, secondly, that Government have not taken 
the public into theit confidence. . When Government has published, 
as I have said, a lengthy resolution giving every detail of interest in 
connection with this incident; is it Aair to say that they have not taken 
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the public into their confidence? More especially when we ha^e freely 
and frankly admitted that a mistake was made and have given details 
in this Council of the compensation paid to the families of the injured 
persons. As to the fact that the Commissioner held an inquiry alone» 
the Kumar Sahib is as well aware as I am that the Commissioner is the 
head of his division, and it is strictly in accord with official practice 
that, when the conduct of his officers is impugned, he should deal with 
the matter and report to Government. 

This incident arose out of the escape on the, 24th of March of 669 
convicts from the Bajshahi Jail, and the fact that 669 more or less des- 
perate men were wandering over the district was clearly' a source of 
considerable danger to the peaceful inhabitants of the locality. One 
would have expected, therefore, to have heard some recognition of the 
efforts that were made by the men who did their best to round these 
convicts up. When the escape was known two courses were obviously 
open to the local officials. They might have assumed a kind of 
Bo-peep attitude — ^let them alone and they will come home dragging 
their chains behind them — and trust to luck that sooner or later these 
men would be rounded up in one corner or another ; or they might have 
assumed the responsibility of taking action. The officials, fortunately, 
at once took every action in their power ; they gathered up men, wher- 
ever they could be found, put them into motor-cars and dashed them 
off in pursuit of these convicts. I should have have been better pleased 
to have heard that the younget members of the Bajshahi Bar accom- 
panied the party which went out in pursuit, instead of staying behind 
incubating committees of inquiry and resolutions of censure. 

Now, Sir, as you have ruled that the details of the pursuit are under 
judicial inquiry and cannot therefore be dealt with here, the discussion 
being confined to the incident which occurred at Mohanganj, I can 
only say so much, that two parties went in pursuit, one from Bajshahi 
itself, and one, at the ins|ance of Mr. Beid the Collector, from Sardah, 
consisting mainly of recruits from the Police School. After various 
incidents which depleted the first party, either in the pursuit of jgmall 
detachments or in guarding men who had been arrested, the two forces 
met at Mohanganj at about 11-30 p.h. At that time the party from 
Bajshahi had been marching, since afternoon, without food, and with- 
out clothing, as they had practically doubled out of their barracks as they 
were and had covered a distance of some sixteen miles. These raw 
recruits who, as we have been told this afternoon, had only been about 
18 weeks under training, had come a distance of about twenty-six miles; 
this, in an afternoon of the latter part of March. Is it to wondered 
at that some of them were exhausted, and is it to be wondered at. if 
excitement prevailed among them ? These parties met in a village about 
four miles from Mohanganj at 11-30 at night. They heard from passers* 
by that the convicts had passed, through Mohanganj--«8 it is admitted 
they had— and had looted the bazars and were now resting there. We 
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have bean aske^ whete that rumour came from P I admit that no indivi- 
dual informant is mentioned in the papers, but how do these rumours get 
about, except in a general way as gathered from passers-by P In any case 
this party, exhausted as it was, pressed on. It was a moonlight night ; 
they found the road strewn with convicts’ clothing and prison utensils, 
all evidence to show that the convicts had gone that way. When 
they came up to Mohanganj, they sent forward an Indian non- 
commissioned officer to reconnoitre. He came back and said that there 
were 40 auspicious looking people asleep in a shed, and admittedly these 
people were not Bengali villagers. It was concluded that they were 
convicts, while also on the previous information, it was believed that 
the convicts were armed with four or five guns. Admittedly they had 
one gun; four or five was an exaggeration. The pursuing party 
surrounded this house; a scuffle ensued when they went inside; the 
villagers took them for dacoits — not an unnatural mistake at 1-30 at 
night — ^whereas the police took for convicts what were really 
up-country labourers, and a struggle ensued. One of the raw recruits, 
in spite of distinct instructions which had been given, let off his 
gun; others followed suit and there was general confusion. Before the 
officers could order ^ cease fire ’ nine shots were fired. Four men sus- 
tained slight injuries, and one villager who had come 
out to see what was going on was unfortunately shot and killed. 
That was the only fatal accident. At that time the people were running 
about in all directions. The police were still under the impression that 
they were on the heels of the convicts, and when they found men hiding 
in ditches and behind trees, certain of them were arrested, the total 
being twenty-four or twenty-five. Mr. MacDowell, the Superintendent 
of Police of the district, challenged one man who was found in a ditch 
and receiving no answer pursued him towards the river. The man 
swam across the river. Mr. MacDowell who is a fluent Bengali 
"scholar, told him to stop and said that he would not be injured if he did 
so. The man would not stop and got to the other side, whereupon 
Mr. MacDowell fired and hit him. This man has since recovered. The 
party then left the twenty-four or twenty-five men they had arrested on 
the road side and pressed on, and it has been made a cause of complaint 
against them that they did not there and then stop in the village and 
sort them out. Another charge made against them is that they did 
not wait till the morning before surrounding the house. The reason 
why they did not wait till morning before surrounding the house was 
that they were keen oh the recapture of the convicts, and they did not 
)vant to run any risk of losing them. The sorting out of these men was 
lefir to the District Magistrate who came up next morning. But the 
pursuing party went on without rest that night in order to catch these 
convicts. I put it to the Council that, in according a considerable 
meed pf praise to these officers and recruits who undertook this arduous 
'taA in the interests of the peace of the Hajshahi district, Oovernment 
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16 not open to the charge of having delivered iteelf of fulsome and 
nauseating adulation. It seems to me that these men performed an extra- 
ordinarily plucky act under circumstances of considerable difficulty. 

Now, that is a simple statement of the facts, which, indeed, has 
already been given in our resolution. My evidence of it rests on the 
statements of Mr. MacDowell, the Superintendent of Police of the 
District, Mr. Bell, the Assistant Principal of the Sardah Police Train- 
ing College, who was with the party. Inspector Linford, Inspector Khan, 
Sahib Wali Muhammad, a subedar, 7 recruits, 8 villagers and 4 con- 
victs, and, as I said in the matter of the Chandpur case, if anybody 
wishes to see that evidence, I am perfectly willing to place it on the 
library table. 

Now, Sir, in so far as the report of the non-official committee of 
inquiry (and indeed anything we have heard to-day) does not differ 
materially in any statement of what occurred from what I have just 
related, I put it to the Council that there is not sufficient reason for 
reopening this matter, regarding which witnesses have already been 
examined and their statements recorded. The case comes down, as it 
did in the Chandpur incident, to differences of opinion as to the conclu- 
sions which may be drawn regarding certain aspects of the affair, and T 
will take one by one these points so far as they have been related this 
afternoon. 

It has been said by Kumar Shib Shekhareswar Bay that no notice 
was taken of the wounded men, and he had even gone so far as to have 
said that Government had admitted this. May I read the answer which 
we gave the day before yesterday regarding the man who was shot by 
Mr. MacDowell ? It ran ; — 

Mr. MacDowell gave the wounded man stimulants and arranged for him to be 
sent to hospital in charge of a constable and two of his relatives. 

I have here, in the statements of convicts, villagers and officers, con- 
stant references to the action taken to despatch the injured men to hos- 
pital. The man who was killed did not appear before any officer ; he went 
of his own accord to hospital, and our information is that his injuries 
were not serious and if properly treated he might have recovered. But 
he would not stay in hospital, and blood poisoning apparently ensued, 
and he died. But in so far as the wounded people came under the notice 
of Government offieers, arrangements were made to send them to hospi- 
tal, and why should it be suspected otherwise? Is it likely that people 
of the standing of the Superintendent of Police and District Magistrate 
would wantonly and brutally leave the wounded people on the roadside 
when it was easy enough to send them to the hospital? 

Another allegation that has been made is that the zenanas were 
incited. I can only read Mr. Beid’s account of the search which runs 
as follows : — 

As regard^^tho search of various houses^ the Superintendent of Police ihfonna me 
that he had the whole village carefully searched. The reason was that aftw the 
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attempt to sarround the men in Shaher Muila's hut, men (whom the police had 
every reason to believe were convicts) had fled in all directions, but the searches were 
done under orders and with care. If voices of women were heard, they were left 
alone. 

There was no chasing of women, nor were insulting remarks made to them. The 
Superintendent of Police took care to explain to the villagers what the police wera 
there for. This is the Superintendent’s statement. He was present. 1 saw Shaher 
Mulla’s house yesterday. It contains a large number of separate ^^ghars” and 
rooms, and there must have been great confusion after the first attempt to arrest the 
coolies. Maina Beewa told me her story. Some sepoys tried to get into the room 
in which she went, but desisted when she shut the door in their faces. All the 
iitmi^tes told me no damage was done by the police. 

He remarks later as regards this aged Indian lady whom he person- 
ally saw: — 

She may have been frightened but no harm was offered or done to her. From 
her statement to me I am satisfied she was treated neither harharously nor 
improperly (these being the words used by the non-ofiicial committee). 

I submit that the account of the District Magistrate is based on 
reasonable evidence and should be accepted as true. 

Another point urged by Kumar Shib Shekhareswar Ray was that 
innocent men were arrested. I have explained to the Council the cir- 
cumstances under which twenty-four or twenty-five men were arrested. 
That IS not in dispute. Bui it is not con*ect to say that no convicts were 
found, as two convicts were arrested in the village. But on the main 
point that the men who were arrested were subsequently released, there 
is substantial agreement. The investigation took place in the morning 
when there was time to undertake it. 

Then we are asked, why was the force allowed to carry arms? I 
put it to the Council that when you go out to arrest a body of 669 con- 
victs who are, as a class, dangerous people, it is wise to take armed men 
if they are at your disposal. 

Then again we are asked, why was not the regular police employed ? 
The reason was that the small body of police taken from Rajshahi had 
all been detailed off either in charge of men who were arrested or had 
fallen back exhausted. Mr. MacDowell himself collapsed at about 
6 o'clock that same evening, although he pluckily went on. The only 
men he had with him at the actual occurrence came from Sardah. 

The incident of Mr. MacDowelPs firing has been criticised by Kumar 
Shib Shekhareswar Ray, and the allegation was that it was Mr. Mac- 
Dowell's intention to shoot the man down. I have given the facts to 
the Council that) after repeated warnings; the man did not stop, and 
Mr. MacDowell who was under the impression that he was a convict 
fired. 

These are the main criticisms mentiontd by Kumar Shib Shekhares- 
war Bay, and I again repeat that they do not indicate any serious diver- 
gence from the incidents as we. have related them, but are confined 
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practically Ito conclusions; which may be drawn from, and criticisms 
which may be advanced against, particular actions of particular officers. 

I , pass to the points mentioned by Babu Indu Bhushan ]>utta. He 
asks first, what was the total force at Mohanganj P The total force at 
Mphanganj were the three companies of Sardah recruits who had started 
at 3-30 F.M. from the school, less such as had fallen out owing to 
exhaustion or for any other reason. From Mr. MacDowell’s statement 
it seems that the number was about *250. 

The next point taken was as to the failure of Mr. MacDowell to 
wait before surrounding the house till daybreak. With tjj^at 1 have 
already dealt. The third point was as to who supplied the information 
as to the convicts being at Mohanganj, and that, too, I have already 
mentioned. His fourth criticism was that our resolution gave a most ' 
unsatisfactory picture of the whole affair. I am sorry that we have 
failed in word painting, but the dacts are simple, as I have told the 
Council. Confusion occurred at night under misapprehensions on both 
sides; firing took place against orders, and some men were hurt. Per- 
sonally I prefer a simple version to mere picturesque writing. 

Then we are asked could not the firing have been stopped? The 
evidence is that the officer in charge of the police had previously directed 
that firing was not to be resorted to, and as soon as it broke out he did 
his best to put an end to it> The fact, that only nine shots wefe fired 
shows that he got the men under control in a short space of time. 

As regards the allegation that the theory of excitement is a flimsy 
excuse, I leave it to the Council to judge from the facts as I have related 
them. 

As to the point who fired the first shot, much play has been made by 
Babu Indu Bhushan Dutta with the Commissioner’s remark that further 
inquiry could not profitably be made. But surely *it is obvious that all 
that was meant was that, given the facts as 1 have stated them, it was 
impossible to ascertain in the confusion of the night who first let off his 
gun. 

Those are the points taken by Babu Indu Bhushan Dutta, and I 
have now noticed all criticisms in detail. I again remind the Council 
that the statements which I have given have practically not been chal- 
lenged in any substantial point of fact. I have given the evidence upon 
which they rest, and since they cover the main issues wluch could be 
brought before any fresh inquiry, I submit that any further inquiry is 
unnecessary and uncalled for, 

Babu TANKANATH CHAUDHURI: We have heard what the 
mover of the resolution has said, we have also heard the rep^y. of Oovern- 
ment ; but one thing strikes me. When the representatives of the people 
coming from the district of Bajshahi ask for a further inquiry, I do not 
see there can be any harm if such an inquiry is made. Z. hope that a 
new and fresh inquiry, if made, would endorse the official report. 
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When the people of the Bajahahi district are anxious for a fx^ah inquiiy 
I do not see any reason why Government should not accede to their 
request. The Government can ill-afford to lose the confidence of the 
people. In these troublous times it is very necessary that the people 
should have their faith unshaken in tjie Government. 

With these remarks, I beg to suppoit tha resolution. 

Babll 8URENDRA HATH RAYs I wish to say only a few words 
with reference to this resolution. I fully agree with what the Hon’ble 
Sir Henry Wheeler has said that there was a misapprehension on both 
sides, but it cannot be denied that there was a huge blunder on the part 
of the Government officials. It was not a case of comedy of errors but 
it was a case tragedy of errors. What I would simply suggest is that 
when the non-official members of the Council ask for a committee, I 
think Government should not refuse it, because I may tell the House, and 
especially the official members of the House, that if it had not been for 
the Chandpur incident this incident of Mohan ganj Hat would have spread 
discontent throughout the length and breadth of the land ; the Chandpur 
incident overshadowed this incident. What the people want is that ^'let 
there be an inquiry.'^ They do not want anything further. But what 
the Government thinks is that, because they have come to certain con- 
clusions on the evidence before it, there is ho reason why there should be 
a review of itp decision. But I do not think that is the right way of look- 
ing at the question. If the people want an ihquiry, let there be one. 
Government will not lose anything by such an inquiry. 

With these words, I beg to support the resolution. 

Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: I have nqthing much to 
add but 1 repeat again that the inquiry into the conduct of the Superin- 
tendent of Police was made by the Deputy Superintendent of Police, and 
as such this inquiry cannot give satisfaction to the public. But on this 
report the Superintendent of Police has been lauded in the Government 
resolution. I know that the Government admits the mistake- But how ? 
I will read a sentence from the Commissioner’s report about 
Mr MacDowell. The Commissioner says: 

I am of opinion that the firing at Mohanganj was an almost inevitable 
result of the situation. 1 do not think that any blame attaches to the responsible 
officers for the sudden outburst of firing. 

Then he says : — ^ 

As to Mr MacDowell’s shot at the man who swam across the river 1 think 
that in the . circumstances he was justified in jftring. 

!rhen the Government resolution says : , 

So far aa the district authorities are concerned, they displayed conspicuous 
energy, resource and activity, and thanks are particularly due, amongst others, 
** to Mr. MaoDowell.’’ 
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Is this not fulsome praise t 

I also know that some compensation has been paid to some of the. 
villagers, but, Sir, no censure appears to have been passed on the officials . 
who were responsible for the mistakes. The appointment of a committee 
is required to inquire into the conduct of the officials and whether any 
excesses were committed under their orders. There are some material 
differences between the official report and the report made by some emin- 
ent men of Bajshahi. I will read some extracts. About insulting the 
zenana in the house of SHaher Mullah, it states : — 

Some of the armed men noticed this backdoor through which they entered the 
inner apartments and chased Musammat Moina Bibi, the mother of Shaher Mulla, 
an aged lady, who had come out of her room to ascertain what was happening. She 
ran back into her room and shut the door. The armed men made use of Some insult- 
ing remarks, held out threats and tried to force open the door. 

Then, Sir, about the shooting of Toki Pramanik I find that the 
following is given in this report : — 

A group of three persons, namely, Toki Pramanik, who was a brother-in-law 
of Shaher Mulla, along with Momim Mridha and Pacha Mridha were proceeding 
towards Shaher Mulla’s house. While they were very near it some armed men 
who were taken by three men as dacoits shouted out — ** dhar,** dhar” and all tbo 
three ran away. Momin Mridha and Pacha Mridha ran into a khodakhana (private 
mosque) near by while Toki Pramanik jumped into the river Baraloi which is a 
short distance west of Shaher Mulla’s hous e — 

The Hon’ble Sir HENRY WHEELERS I am sorry to interrupt the 
speaker. If he reads the answer given to a question on the subject yester- 
day he will see that he is mistaken. Toki was a villager who was hit by 
a stray shot and not by Mr. MacDowell. 

Kumar 8HIB SHEKHARE8WAR RAY: The official report says that 
the man was not shot by Mr. MacDowell, but the non-official report is to 
the effect that Toki Pramanik was shot by a Sahib, if not by 
Mr. MacDowell. It is therefore to clear up the mystery that I want a 
committee of inquiry. Let the position be cleared and let the guilt be 
duly apportioned. The report continues: — 

This was no protection to poor Toki who according to Momin Mridha was shot 
by a sahib. He was wounded in three places about the knee, hif^r up in the thigh 
and on the right side of the back. 

In the official report it is stated that there was only one shot, but here we 
see that there were three shots fired on him. The non-official report 
says : — ’ . 

' Two shots were received by him while he was in water and one after he had 
reached the opposite bank of the river* 

In the official report it is stated that notice of the. man was tshen the 
very night, but this is ndt so. .The reply to my question says that sa fur 
as Toki is concerned he was not captured by the police, nor did he rbteal 
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the fact that he had been wounded. It is further stated therein that it 
is onlv after his death that the fact of his being wounded at Mohanganj 
was Known to the authorities. With due respect I say from personal 
knowledge, that it is not so. Government officials knew before^ his 
death that Toki was shot. The non-official. committee say that '*tliere- 
after the policemen took no further notice of him but left him to his fate.” 

Now I come to the other point, I mean the official report in which it is 
stated that only one man was shot in the river, but the non-official report 
is ta the effect that two men were shot. The non-official report says : — 

Another man named Nafar Kamaru, a boatman by profoBsion, was also simi- 
larly chased. He also jumped into the river with a view to save himself from the 
attack of people whom he took to be dacoits. While Nafar Khamaru was 
swimming across the river, Babu Sri Kanta Sarkar, whose evidence we have 
recorded, was forcibly taken to the river bank, where a number of armed men 
stood in battle array under the lead of the Superintendent of Police himself. 
Babu Sri Kanta Sarkar states that notwithstanding repeated assertion on his 
part that Nafar was one of his men the order to fire was given by the Superin- 
tendent of Police and the shots hit him in four different places. 

* In the official report it is stated that Mr. MacDowell is not at all to 
blame for this. This also ought to be cleared up by the proposed com- 
mittee of inquiry. 

» 

Some statement has been made about the compensation that has been 
paid. Of course some compensation has been paid to the widow of Toki, 
but it is only Rs. 1,000 — the price of an Indian life is only Rs. 1,000 1 
While Mrs. Sherwood who was only assaulted by the mob at Amritsar got 
a huge sum. However, that is another story. No compensation has been 
paid to the mother of Shaher Mulla ; no compensation has been paid to the 
men whose houses were raided or to the people who were arrested by the 
police by mistake and detained the whole night till next morning. 

A reference has been made to the statements made by certain officials 
which might throw further light on the subject. The Hon’ble Member 
says that the statements could be placed at our disposal, if desired. It 
is very kind of him to say so now. Certainly the notice of the resolution 
was given about a month back and it would have been much more kind 
of him if he had communicated the news to me a little earlier so that I 
might have dealt with them ; but that is not the way of the Hon’ble 
Member. 

I do not like to detain the House any more. There are material dis- 
crepancies between the official report and that of the non-officials. So I 
think a committee of iiiquiry should be appointed. 

motion was put and agreed to. 

TiW PRBSIDBNT: The neiFt motion is in the name of Babn Kishori . 
Uohnn C^ndhuri, bnt that deals with a mattei; which is now under 
judicial iiiquirjr.' Therefore, it caimot be discussed, and I pass it over. 
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It was as follows: — 

This Council recommends to the Oovernment that a committee^ 
consisting of officials and non-officials^ be appointed to inquire into and 
report upon the action taken by the local authorities in connection with 
the escape and recapture of the convicts of the Bajshahi Jail.” 

I now call upon Baja Manmatha Nath Bay Choudhury to move the 
resolution which stands in his name. 

Vocational training. 

Raja MANMATHA NATH RAY CHOUDHURY: ” This Council 
recommends to the Government to select every year from each district 
of Bengal and send out, at their coat, to diffei^ent foreign Universities, 
at least a dozen deserving graduates or under-graduates of the Univer- 
sities of Calcutta and Dacca for a three years’ course of technical, indus- 
trial and agricultural training under such conditions as Government 
may deem proper.” 

I think I shall not be guilty of exaggeration if I say that the 
question of vocational training in this country at the present moment 
transcends all other public questions, in weight and importance. A 
silent revolution, or call it an unrest, stares us in the face. If we take a 
correct bearing of the situation we shall find it to be too serious to be 
made light of, particularly in relation to its economic and educational 
aspects, as they are based, not so much, as is often supposed, upon petty 
jealousy roused by foreign competition or foreign enterprises, or upon 
a real feeling of aversion for cultural training, on western lines, as 
upon an unyielding determination to work out the material salvation 
of the country with the help of Science. 

Sir, I am led to believe that exceptional economic conditions have 
created , the present exceptional situation, and, if we are to restore the 
lost equilibrium, these abnormal conditions shall have to be dealt with 
very carefully and seriously in the light of true statesmanship. There 
is absolutely no denying the fact that our people can no longer stand 
upon services or professions. Hardly is there a man in Bengal to-day 
who does not feel that the material salvation of the country lies in the 
revival of her trade, commerce, her arts and industries. Hardly is there 
a man in Bengal to-day, who does not sincerely deplore the backward- 
ness of our people in the matter of technical, industrial and agricultural 
education. The feeling has gone abroad, and it is irresistible, that the 
three B’s if no technical and indtistrial training has gone along with 
them, are apt to produce a fourth B of . ” Bascaldom,” for whieh the 
Government are alleged io be providing an excellent foundation by their 
apathy and indifierence with regard to technical and agricultural 
education of our people. This is a very serious allegation and I think, 
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Sfir, it;i;^;OljBavly duty of Goyeinment to moot tliftt 

^ promisee; but, in my oi|>iniqii,/.t^ (iniokl^^ 

<ii practical way with legitmatc aspiratioiOs of tim.p^]p^. 
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' I Sir> that it will be an uphill task for Government to 

the imagination of those of our people, who have, been led 
jlwa^ fedih the Governmentj if I may say so, unless the powers that be 
jare prepared to take vigorous steps to train the hands of our pbople 
'|k the various useful arts and industries and in all the up-to date agri- 
cultural and scieiitifio works ; f or,-^ it is apparent that our people have 
realised thiit the political freedom which has been promised them will 
he meaningless, without commercial or economic freedom. Tti^e it. is, 
that our country is primarily an agricultural coimti-y; but, there is no 
dienying tW fact that ever-increasing population and demands of life 
have by far exceeded the producing capacity of our land and I- think 
it Ip essential that new openings for material prosperity should be made 
fp*“thein. It is also an undeniable historical truth that, in the medieval 
days, India was a great trading country ; her commercial civilization, 
her legendary wealth, the industrial genius of her people, and her great 
mercantile cities were the wonders of Europe. Europe has no doubt 
beaten India in the race and beaten her very badly too; but following 
in the wake of an industrial awakening,' the Indians of to-day have 
resolved within themselves to retrieve India's lost glories and wipe off, 
if possible, from her fair brow the stain of that defeat and her present 
distress. I think it will be a serious mistake on the part of Govern- 
ment to forget that our people are out to win economic freedom for their 
country. They are really anxious to have the vast resources of their 


country developed by tbeir own men and, if possible, also by tbeir owii 
money. They are no longer willing to supply to the merchant princes 
of the world mere labourers ; they want to have their own trained men 
for their 4 >wn purposes as well as to supply to the world, if nCfed be, 
their own mechanics, their own engineers and other scientific workers. 
I th&h th^t if the Government is to win back the people who have been 
l^way Aey must fulfil these ambitions. 


:Str^ I may, with your permission, say that our TTniversities, on the 
oth4i.harid, havelgtown unpopular. This is hot only because our people 
averse to culturalrtraining on Western lines, but it is also l>ecause .. 
a^e no sister universities in pur province for technical, industrial 
education of bur youths. It may be that the abuses 
been billed ag^^ TTniversities, fromT all directions; . 

upon sober and cogent reasons. li : 
might not have been always merited, but there is abscN 
that j^bple.^^ no longer be satisfied w\th the present' 

My industrial^ teolbilGiitl- 
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is often the case, in India.' •;[We stand iipd& the -VMgis of a nev esa'A^ 
at this turning paint of our' natnmal life oUr pe^lo ^ava roa Vwl-' ' ^r # 
their matwial salvation lies in the revival of In^*a.'traida oo)tii» 
merce. They will not rest .till uptodate soientific eduoation in yi-its 
branches, is brought to their door, so that they' may, in the fullness of 
iinM, stand on their own legs and hold their own against any ^nation 
the face of the globe. This is a legitimate aspiration yrhi(^ doven^ 
'ment is in duty bound to fulfil. If Government were in a positi^.^' 
i^re all the money required for the establishment of tTniversitieS 
^'^hnical, industrial and agricultural education in Bengal, I would hi^vO 
ux^bsitatingly recommended Government to start themnt onbe with well 
' equipped feeder institutions scattered all over the Presidency, but having 
. ^gard to the financial position of Government, it would be i^e to e^pieet 
that such a measure could be given effect to. Failing that, it fs incum- 
bent on Government to provide funds for scholar^ips to enable an 
- adequate* number of our young men to go abroad for technical, indus- 
trial and Ogricultural education. I. ^ink this ^hould he hnmediately 
'done, for, what I find is that our people ale gradually coming to think 
that nothing is going to be done. It has already transpired that the 
Government of India have notified the Bengal Government to the effect 
that the Btate scholarships for Europe, which were hitherto given by 
the Government of India, will no longer be available to the peo^e of 
Bengal. It is now the duty of the Government of Bengal to award such 
scholarships. 

♦ 

Sir,, it may be said, that my resolution is a bit too ambitious and a 
little too expensive, but what I am afraid of is that thtf impatient 
ideali^ will not be satisfied even with what I have asked for; he will 
ask for much more ; for he lives in an Utopian situation of his own and 
is apt to cry for the moon. But I am confident that if the Government 
be pleased to give effect to my resolution it will go a great way to 
the Universities in Bengal more popular and at the same time satisfy 
the legitimate aspirations of the people; for, there is still a ver^.4arge 
Section of our people who feel that what Westerh'^sountries havefi^eu 
a ceutau^ to create, Bengal, and for the matter of that, Indkoaph^ 
achieve in a day. They believe in slow progress but want it fd%e 
steady; tliey do not want a revolution but they want the GovernmiOnt 
to keep.pace with the tide of evolution. In their name. Sir, I apti'cal to 
the Government to accept my resolution and I hope and trust t^l I 
do not ai^teal in vain. . .. - .'.r 


Nswtfbi^M^ K* Khni.' BtfHHtoft The c^ounii^. ijs 

awakening/io tim^ need for tech^cal and haddstrid edueatum ^^ a 
resolution like the one just moved hy lay hon*l^:^h^^, Gie 

of Santosh, is.,8ure^^^i»^;whoie^henr^4!^^S)!(^ • . , 
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. if improve tJ^ effioieno2[r ..ofHhe ccidstiiig egno^Hii^l 

'Salmur and other places, Thev^e nothing to 
prillyimt giio%th of^ first-rate agricultural colleges in 

Sht the case is different with industrial and technical institutions, 
'Jt will Ibe long before we can hope to complete with similar institiitions 
in f<HE!e|»n countries.' Again, in view of the fact that graduates are now 
iOitnerous, I prefer ^^o send only graduates except in special 


firimiimtances, 1 stron support the general principle of this 
Illation. 


Biblt SURENDRA NATH RAY* I am sorry I have to, oppose' this 
resolution. The reason is that we, should ask the Government to help 
w in sending boys to foreign countries for technical, industrial and 
agricultural training when there is a lack of funds or lack of sympathy on 
the part of parents to send their children to foreign countries for such edu- 
cation or when there is no organisation in the country for sending boyd' to 
foreign countries fj 3 r ^i^ch education. 'It is well, known that nowadays 
parents trhb can well afford to do it have been sending their boys 
to the different TTniversities of foreign countries, not by dosens but by 
hundreds, and I think that at the present time there are in the Engineer- 
ing Colleges and other Technical Institutes in Scotland, 'England and 
America about one thousand students who are getting their technical 
training. Students have also been going to Japan becaucie education is 
much cheaper there than in Europe or in America. My friend, Raja 
Manmathu Nath Bay Choudhury, must he aware of the existence of the 
Association for the advancement of Scientific and Industrial education of 


Indians. He will probably be surprised to bear that under the aegis of 
that association, no less than 400 boys have been sent, during, the last 16 
or 16 years, to Europe, to Axnerica, and to Japan, and most of them have 
gone to these countries for the purpose of obtaining technical education, 
and, by technical education, I mean agricultural education also. It was 
onl^ iast year that we sent 40 students and we are going to send 100 
siamnjts tide year. Well, that association owes its existence to my 
;^tewcd friend Bai Jogendra Ohunder Ghose Bahi^dur, He is not only 
bbc Sam^tary but he is the life and soul of that association and I am its 
Treasurer, I. may tell you that that organisation has the support of 
att 'tbe samindars of the province. The Hon’ble Haharajadhiraja 
of Biirdwan is one of its patrons and, in fact, all the noblemen 
^klSongil contribute a regular monthly subscription in aid of that 
afubciiii^ With that money we were in a poslj^on to send about 
4lDQ stiidents to the foreign ^ITniyersities. I have forgotten, to mention 
ope^|S#4^r. , Messm. l^oldniion, Mackenzie, and Company also allow 
a in fte passage money to our bays — I tibink our are 


btiffs tuce pert^tted to ^y; only-^hall the We are deefdy grateful 

.^^8^ 3|lj^elceasie w Co^lihny Ipr their Idndfiess; So 
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Formerly t}ie Government used to pay a grant of Es. 6,000 annuaBjr 
but the grant was reduced to Bs. 2,6.00 at the time of the war and paw 
M e are not getting anything. 

liet us see what the cost of the* scheme of my friend Eaja Manmatha 
Natlr Hay Choudhury would be. It would cost, I think, about 
Es. 60,000 to Es. 70,000 per annum. Each boy would cost about Bs. 300 
per month or Es. 4,000 per anniim and 12 boys will cost about Es. 48,000 
to Es. 50,000 annually in scholarships besides there is their passage 
money. So the scheme would cost at least Es. 60,000. Instead of 
spending this sum we might reorganise the Sibpur Engineering College 
ajid have a good technical institute along with the Sibpur Engineering 
College. 

Raja MANMATHA NATH RAY CHOUDHURY: Is the member 
in order in advocating the cause of the Sibpur Engineering College and 
of the Scientific Association 

\- 

The PRESIDENT: I think it has a relevancy. 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH RAY.: X think that if the money^ which 
my friend wants to-si^end in sending out boys to foreign countries were 
spent on improving the Sibpur Engineering College it would be a per- 
manent gain to the country. For these reasons, I eannot support the 
resolution . 

Babu NIBARAN CHANDRA DAS GUPTA: I have vely great 
pleasure ill supporting this resolution. I am extremely sorry that my 
friend, Babu Surendra Nath Bay, has taken upon himself the rdle of the 
zealous custodian of public funds. The motion has my heartiest approval 
and support. We can no longer afford to be frogs and toads in a well.*' 
If w’e are lo keep ourselves abreast of they other people of the world, in 
their onward march towards Progress and CiviJisation> we must look 
abroad. The example of Japan should be an oye-opener to, us. The 
Japanese are an “ oriental people ” and yet in spite of the saying that 
the “ East never moves, ’’ they have moved and are moving at a vejry 
rax>id pace." Even China — ^tlie immobile, • conservative* and ancient 
China — hsts moved and created the bugbear of the “ yfellow peril " to 
the Westerners. Only India is sleeping." There is no knowing Eow 
long India shall remain in this stage of hybernation! Let it npt be 
said, that frbe countries only, like Jax>an and China, can keep ^ce with 
the ** onward march and not a dependency Hk?> India. Whyf f^o 
are, it is said, on the high road towards "Swaraj." If so, why should We 
lag behind? , Is it not a fact, that Japan owes her wonderful ppsiiioWin 
world-politics by sending put her young hoi)efnls, in hundred^ aifid.? in 
thousands, to Europp jknd America to leam and assimilate a|l 
in Western culture, fitting ait the feet of W^t^n savants ? . 

fter wonderful progress in every deparfipohj^ sbiehce 

fp tJ)is mdinp^ and ofly W: Iparii withohi lofing 



<S^^Uire * made ever^'item of western science and art her own. ; 

at Sti^t6*i€ixpenBe, contiiiii^d and still oontinnes to send yoimg B3,©n to 
Bnrope and America to learn all that is worth learning there. Why 
shond at>t we do so? There is no other way for ^eedy progress. , We 
are not for abandoning all that is best in our ancient civilisation and 
culture. The j^ocess is not one of denationalisation, rather it is demand- 
ed by highest and noblest spirit of nationalism. Hero, J must pi%y 
my highest compliments to Rai Jogendra Chunder Ghose Bahadur, who 
has been for years doing his utmost through gloom and sunshine, through 
'hopes and despair, through good report and ill report, to give shape 
this idea^ by sending dozens of young men to Europe, Japan, and ‘ 
America. It has been said that those young men on their return do not 
find sufficient opportunity for utilising their knowledge, garnered in 
foreign lands. This, I think, may be partially true, on account of our 
abject poverty and the indifference of our capitalists and Government, 
in not starting or supporting commercial and industrial concerns, where- 
in these young men dan have scope for utilising their talents and knowl- 
edge. The movement of my' friend, the Rai Bahadur, is not yet what 
it should have been by this time for want of funds. The Government 
is doing very little in this direction. Let the Government show its 
sincerity in elevating the people, by taking immediate steps for giving 
effect to this idea. Mere protection from foreign invasion and mainten- 
ance of internal peace and order in the-country will not do ; we want to 
join the great race of nations for economic and industrial prizes. The 
’ means suggested in the resolution had been put to practical tests, by 
the States of the Far East, \^hich have not been found wanting '' but, 
on the contrary, they have heeh found eminently successful in the amelio- 
ration of the condition of those countries. Why should we not then 
adopt them ? Cannot we save money enough by curtailing our enormoqs 
expenditure on frontier defences, the police, and for the maintenance of 
a top-heavy administfation for this, useful purpose? Where there is a 
will, there is a way. Let our Government show its least inclination to 
follow in the wake of Japan and China in this matter, and money will 
bo forthcoming in abnndance.v We feel every day that qur effoiis 
towards giving pure literary education to our young men have been 
futile, our cleverness in mastering the abstract science useless, and our 
unpardonable vanity for our ancient culture, the bane of lOur progi’ess. . 
, ^ give a new bias to our national mind towards the practical 

i^iences and arts. The cry for vocational education has become insistent 
ahd how can we inaugurate. a system of such education, without training 
la hirbiber of young men who should be the pioneers in this holy war of 
regeneration? Agriculture, . industry, technology and every 
pf^i^ibal art in this country are in their primitive fer behind the 

systems. Haiy can we expect td^stop foTeign exploitation and 
death, apd ruin iteithout taking to newer methods P The strug- ’ 
:gl$ for exist^nc^ has become very keen. We can nef longer sit idle with 
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folded Ikande and watck tbe in wbicli ilia wboUi world is 
and baa 4)een taking part. If tHe GoTemmani'baa ba«i ''popolaxiili^^; 
let the people,' first of afl, live and then, and not till tban, wa can wow 
others to let live. 

•Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDYs I have .much jAeasiiire in sup- 
porting thei resolution which has been ably moved Ba ja 

Nath Bay Ghoudhury and I am really sorry to find that this i«kSK>latiop 
has been opposed by our esteemed friend Babu Surendra Nath Bay. 
Our friend appears to be very jealous of the Association of which he is 
the worthy Treasurer and he has stated to- us that last year 40 students 
had been sent up by the Association for the advancement of Scientific 
Training to foreign countries and this year 100 students are likely to 
be sent up. He proposes that there should be a number of industrial 
schools and colleges in India. I have not the slightest objection te 
that, on the contrary 1 am going to move a resolution that there shotdd 
be industrial schools and colleges throughout Bengal. But in connec-” 
tion with this item, T would draw your attention to page 309 of the 
Beport of the Indian Industrial Commission to the fact that in the case 
of Japan, notwithstanding the existence of a number of industrial 
schools and colleges, the Government of Japan send up a large number 
of students to America and other parts of the world for industrial edu* 
cation. As it appears from the report itself: “With the provision 
for higher education that Japan has made in her own country yet she 
has continued to send a large number of students abroad. The Japanese 
Year Book for the year 1917, shows that there were 2,213 students stay- 
ing abroad in foreign countries — the bulk of them in the United States of 
America. “ So it appears to us that notwithstanding the fact that 
there is a number of industrial schools and colleges in Japan the Gov- 
ernment of Japan send up a very large number of students to America for 
industrial education. We all complain of the high princes oi doi&es 
and other necessaries of life. What is the reason? The reascm is 
the want of industrial education. We are under the painful necessity 
of exporting a heavy quantity of cotton to foreign countries and depend 
on Manchester for the supply of our clothes. We export crores ot 
rupees worth of hides and have to depend on America for leatl^r. 
That is the reason why I suggest from time to time that we should 
a number of commercial schools and colleges in Bengal. We oaiihot . 
expsct to do that unless we have a sufficient number of . prolesso^ to 
teach these subjects and tkat is the reason '^hy we ^ould send a pUtn]^ 
of students to foreign countries for training in industrial subjn^s so 
that they may come back and teach these subjects to 
Bengal. It further, appears from page.809 of the Beport of 

• ai. , ' At rt ^ 







.^T«maWt of Zndi 9 hoire already taken tke rttd^iii|ary 
^ftid iiat thia ja lyjt adeqnate. Tte aoven^ent erf 
ttai^ to inake a oontribntion fif-Ra. 6,000 per annum to tke sai4 ftstooia- 
ticm-j 1^ X am sorry to find that, notwithstanding the fact that this 
^s«^tioo,has been dding good work, the contribution has been with- 
d^wrn. . The Gitfremment <4 India have recently increased the number 
^ tof^meal scholarahips to 30 and have' revised the rules regulating 
|he grant of such scholarships, but Ibeg to submit that these scholar- 
ehips are too few in number to meet the requirements of the situation. 

; With these remarks, I beg to supi>ort this resolution. 

' Bgbu MALINI NATH ROY: 

tiOW put. 


I beg to move tbat the question be 


The iiiotion that the question be now put was put. 

MINISTER in charge cf DEPARTMENT of AGRICULTURE and 
INDUSTRIES (the Hon’bla the Nawab Salyid Nawab Ali Chaiidhuri, 
IChan Bahadur): I was going to reply to this resolution. The position 
18 this that I was going to accept this resolution in a modified form and, 
unless it is put before the Council, I do not know how it can be decided 
by the CoundSl. 

^f*BS8IDENT: ^The motion that the question be now put has 
already bean put. I am sorry I put it to the House before the 
Government Member had replied which is not what I generally do. 
At the same time, I must say, that there is no absolute right on the part 
of the Government Members, when a closure is moved, to insist that 
they should be heard before the motion is put to vote. They can speak 
at an eafly stage of the proceedings. Having put this motion already 
to the House, I am afraid, I cannot a^low the Hon’ble Member to speak 
. before the result is known. 

The motion tbat the question be now put was agreed to. 

The resolution was then put and agreed to. 


Size, etc. Of Irallock and buffalo 081^ 

Df. HA 88 AN 8 UHRAWARDY: “This Council recommends to 
the Goyemment that the size of bullock and bufialo carls and the 
mum allowed to be carried on them be reduced." 


In eemuMtum with residution No. 40, I have already submitted 
for legisktion Jor mitigatiu^ the hardships on-dumb ani- 
^8 • a|4 1 do not propose to take up the time of t^ Council by repeat- 
I falow that we have got a number of weigh- 
bftdB^ Ja. c^tta, nmely, the Howrah bridge at the junction of toe 
Hewison Road and other piaoes where buUooka andt 

of^ MUM 

be, %neefio^l bbt it has its limitatmas. -Those carts, only toat have 
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to pass over these bridges are brought to the weigh-bridge for purposes 
of weighment; but those that Jiave not to pass over these bridges esi?Ape 
weighment and there are no means of asertaining whether the n^ximum 
limit is exceeded in thejr cases. Then, again, some of the cartmen 
whose carts have to pass over the weigh-bridge can escape the ^rigilance 
of Ihe Officers of the Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals 
and they escape with impunity. The second point is that some of these 
cartmen escape the notice of the officers of the Society by some judi^ 
cious action on their part, that is, giving some gratuity^ Therefore, 
the weigh-bridge is not always a sure method of preventing over-load- 
ing. The establishment,^ maintenance and recurring expenses of weigh- 
bridges will also be large. Therefore, I put it to the House that by 
reducing the size of the bullock and buffalo carts we can prevent over- 
loading, as the capacity of these carls will hold a definite amount of 
load. Of course, I know, such things as pig-iron are very heavy, and 
in their case the carts can be overloaded, but the general merchandise 
takes a good deal of space and has a certain amount of weight; and the 
bigger the cart the more the liability there is for abuse, that is the 
reason why I have put forward this resolution. 

"X 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: I think that 
if I were to explain the matter, my friend would probably see his way 
to modify his resolution or eventually to withdraw it. I think T am 
in a position to offer a modus vivendi. In the first place, I desire to 
point out to my friend that, his resolution, as worded at present, covers 
not. only Calcutta but the whole of the rural area. My friend will recog- 
nise that the application of this principle to the rural areas is a matter 
of very great difficulty ; and I do not think that the Government or the 
Council would be justified in accepting the resolution in regard, to the 
rural areas, without consulting the authorities in those areas, without 
further investigation and inquiry. I think, therefore, that my friend 
should confine his resolution to Calcutta only. I understand thaj^ he is 
•willing to do so. If the scope of the resolution be thus limited, I desire 
to send it to the Coiiwratiou for its opinion and then to await the 
result of. its decision before taking any action in the matter. I ueed 
hardly say that I have the deepest sympathy with the object of this re^- 
lution, though I remember having heard one" of my friends oppcwite 
remarking that the expression of sympathy on the part of the GoWn- 
ment Members was sometimes suspicious. I hope there is no element of 
suspicion with regard to this, matter as it is coupled with a practical 
step, viz., a reference to the Corporation. If my friend agreed to 
modify his resolution, I am prepared to adopt th6 course. 

Or.. HAS8AN 8UHR AWARD Ys In viejjr of the assuran^'^^ejb by 
the Hcn’ble the Minister, I beg leave to withdmw the te^IuMdn. 

. The resolution was then, by leave of the dotinofl, withdra^ii; ' ' 
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Calcutta Electric License. 

Babu JATINDRA NATH BASU: This CoTincil recommends to 

the Government that the amendment applied for by the Calcutta Electric 
Supply Corporation, Limited, in the Calcutta Electric Lighting License 
of 1907, for altering the periods after which the option of purchase can 
f be exercised from 10 years to 20 years be not allowed/^ 

The Calcutta Electric system is run by the Calcutta Electric Supply 
Coii>orution which is a joint stock concern having its head office in 
Tondon. It has not got a local hoard of directors and no local body to 
control its working. It carries on its work under a license granted to 
it by the Government under the Electricity Act. Under that Act, the 
Government is authorised to grant licenses to local authorities and to 
other persons to supply electrical energy and to lay down pipe lines with- 
in specified areas under the conditions laid down in the license. In 
pursuance of the authority given to Government, it granted a license 
to the Calcutta Electric Supply Corporation in 1907. In that license 
h was provided that it should end in 1918, and if the option of pur- 
chasing wa.> uot i.hon exercised the period would be extended by another 
IJ year«. 

The Eleetj r Sa^'ply Corporation now* wants that instead of the 
period oi lb ye-^rs, they should be granted an extension for 20 years, 
that is to say, that vhe extension should commence from 1918 and end 
in 1938, after which, if the option of purchase is not exercised, the 
period should be extended to another 20 years and so on. 

Sir, fhere is a ..strong public feeling in Calcutta and its neighbourhood 
that the public are not served by the Electric Supply Corporation in the 
way they should ht; sei .ed The convenience of the public is not pro- 
perly attended to. The board of directors is in London and cannot be 
approached and there is. no authority in Calcutta who can deal with 
conrplaints from the public. The ground upon which the- Electric 
Supply Corporation has asked for an extension of the periods of option 
is that they want to lay out more capital by raising money on debentures 
“ in order to extend and improve their system so that they may be in 
. a posiiton to lower their rates. But it should he remembered that when 
they obtained their license in 1907, they agreed that the period during 
which they should work should be up to 1918 only. They had then a 
large amount of capital to lay out and yet they agreed that the period 
should not extend beyond 1918. Sir, in this respect, submit^ they 'have 
got no grievance. As regards capital expenditure there is a provision in 
the Aet under which, if the option of purchase is exercised, they get 
the^full value of their money. The present period does not termi]aata. 
till 1928> and.the option of purchase can be intimated to them two years 
before ihht. So there is a long time still for the termination of the^ 
presinV license ^nd there is no reason <why the license should he revised 
now. ^ - 
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■ The PIIE8I DEHT I (Jentiemen, before j oi^ vpon tbe other meaiben 
to speak on tbe resolution, 1 think it right to point out that if ^ie. 
debate is not finished to-day the motion- will lapse. . ' ' 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH MULLICK: I beg to support this 
motion and, in doing so, I may point out to the House that the w^hole 
que^on was referred to the Calcutta Corporation for their considera- 
tion and the amount of literature on this subject is, as will be seen — 
I hold the volume in my hand — rather bulky. The Corporation gave its 
best consideration to the question and came to the decision that this 
extension should not be given. Indeed, there is no reason why this 
indulgence should be shown to the Calcutta Electric Supply Corpo^ 
tion. The reason that they gave is that it would be beneficial to the con- 
sumers. But I think that this apparent sympathy for the consumers 
should not be taken at its face value. Last year the Corporation paid a 
dividend of 20 per cent, and yet they put a 15 per cent, surcharge tax 
upon the consumers, on the ground that the price of coal has gone up,_ 
and it is this Company who now want an extension for the benefit of the 
consumers ! Nothing could .be more absurd or ridiculous and, there- 
fore, we are bound to oppose it. Their reserve capital amounts to 
about i£5,60,000, and yet they say that they cannot raise money unless 
the period is extended. There is no reason why this indulgence should 
be given to this Company. The question should also be considered 
from various other points of view, but there is no time for it now. If 
we give an extension to this Company, we may never be able to buy up 
the concern in future or to introduce a healthy system of rivalry with 
some other company, and they will go on putting' surcharge and other 
additional taxes. It is practically a monopoly company. Biegard 
being had to all this, we must be careful about granting them the 
extension asked for. We do not know what may happen within the 
next 10 or 15 years. It is quite possible that an Indian company might 
be, formed within that tim®. Then why should we, by our conduct at 
the present moment, make it impossible for an Indian concern to * aki» 
up the contract in future? For these reasons I support the resolution. 
It is an important matter. The Coporation gave its best consideratimi 
to this question and, they ore also opposed to an extension. I do not 
think there would be any hesitation on the part of the House to accept 
the resolution. . 

Rsi Dr> HAR.IDHAN DUTT BthtdiifS I rise to give my wholes 
Imarted support to this resolution. Only yesterday, the Corporation 
passed a similar resolation and it was carried with the consent of 'the 
whdle House y-ithout any opposition. As a citizen of Caloutta> 1 kuT® 
enjoyed the benefits of the electric power, ifiectricity is no l<mgw Ajpat- 
ter of Itpcpry but<^ neoessity, andl think in the interests of thdpei^ of 
C^outta, t^ qnesrion should be v^ carefully ocutsidered. 
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out that the existing^ contract will not expire before 
1S08^ ai^ ;^h^cit^ Calcutta are reluctant to grant a renewal ol 
the ol the Electric Supply Corporation. They are anxiously 

expeetliig for a lowering ol the rate. It was lowered onoe^ but, as 
Bal^ Surendra Nath'^Hullick pointed out, a surcharge of 16 per cent, 
was put on the consumers. This company has been earning a very good 
dividend' year after year, and I cannot understand why such a prosperous 
Company should piit a surcharge tax upon the consumers. It is not a 
Coin^Mkiiy which deserves indulgence It has been said that they cannot 
borrow money unless the time is extended from ten to twenty years. 
Whether it is i>ossible or not 1 cannot say as I an\ not a financier. But 
whatever tAt may be, the prevailing opinion is that the Corporation of 
Calcutta should try to seek out a rival company. Perhaps it may not 
be.poMible but that is the opinion. It has been suggested that Cal- 
cutta might be divided into two parts to be served by two rival com- 
panies. It has also been suggested that lines may be laid near impor- 
tant streets so that the municipality may take up the work. All this 
should be very carefully considered.' With these words, I support the 
resolution. 


Adjournment. ' 

The usual time for adjournment having been reached, the Council 
was adjourned to the next day at 3 p. M., without question being put. 
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Prooeedings of the Bengal Legislative Oounell ^essembleil uncKnr the 
provisions of the Government of India Aot. 

The Council met in the Council Chamber in the Town Hall, Calcutta, 
oh Friday, the 15th July, 1921, at 3 p.m. 

Present: 

The Hon^ble the President, the Hon'ble the four Members of 
'the Executive Council, the Hou^ble the three Ministers, and 91 
nominated and elected members. 


Unstarred Questions 

(answers to which were laid on the table). 

Alleged expenditure by the District Board of Jessore by distributing 
medals to school-boys in celebration of the Allies’ victory. 

246. Babu MALI N I NATH ROY: (a) Will the Hon’ble the Minis- 
ter in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government be pleased to 
state whether it is a fact that the District Board of Jessore has sj)ent an 
amount of Rs. 6,000 in purchasing medals for distribution among the 
school students of the district in order to signalise the victory of the Alli^ 
in the last war P 

(&) If the answer is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble the Minister 
be pleased to state — 

(i) whether previous sanction of the members of the Board was 
obtained for the purpose, or whether it was done on the initia- 
tive of the Chairman himself; 

(u) the names of the schools which received such medals and ^e 
number of medals in the case of each school ; and 
(m) whether it is not a fact that the said Board has beeft recently 
granted a certain sum of money as a loan by the Government P 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of LOCAL SELF- 
GOVERNMENT (the Hon’ble Sir Surendra Nath Banerjea): (a) At the 

suggestion of the Government of India commemorative medals were 
presented to. pupils of educational institutions to celebrate the conclusion 
of peace. The District Board of Jessore indented for 46,000 medafe at a 
cost of Bs. 4,624. , 

{b)'ii) The Chairman of the District Board reports that as. ^ha indent 
had to he submitted urgently there ^as no time beforeBaiid to cmiasult the 
members of the Board to a meeting. 
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(ji). repovted that the medals were distributed to the studenta of 
" both hoys- Wd/gMs^ pi imary schools and muhtdhs in the District Board 
area' through the sub-inspectors of schools Details have not been 
supplied. 

{Hi) The Board has recently received a loan from Government for 
the Arul hil drainage scheme. 

Number of serious and petty oases tried by Calcutta Police Courts. 

247. Rai Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: {a) Will the Hon’ble 
the Member in charge of the Police Department be pleased to lay on the 
table — 

(i) a statement showing, year by year, the total number of “serious’,’ 
cases sent up for irial by each thana in the town of Calcutta, 
between 1917 and 1920 ; and 

(u) a statement showing, year by year, the total number of “petty” 
cases sent up for trial by each outpost, in the town of Calcutta 
between 1917 and 1920 P 

• 

^(b) Will the Hon’ble the Member in charge of the Police Department 
also be pleased to lay on the table a statement showing, year by year, the 
total number of — 

(i) “ serious ” cases, 

(u) “ petty cases; 

disposed of in the Bankshall Street and Jorabagan Police Courts, in 
Calcutta, between 1914 and 1920 P 

MEMBER in charge of POLICE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Sir 
Henry Wheeler): (a) and (6) Statements are laid on the table. 

Statement No, 1 showing, year by year, the total number of “ Serious ” cases 
sent up for trial by each thana in the town of Calcutta between 1917 
and 1920, referred to in the reply to unstarn d questio7is Nos^ 247 {a) 
and (6). 


Soefitooal 

Name of Section. 

NUAIIlETl OP " SBKlOUa ’* 0/8KS HK.\T CP IN— 

loiter. 

1917. 

1 1918. 

1 * 1910. 

lO.'O. 

-'i 

: A. 

/ 

Shampotcur ... ' ... 

m 

147 

l.-^O 

/ 

166 

♦ 

B 

Jorabti^An ••• ••• 


, 125* 

153 

231 




lOD 

135 

' 143 

, D i 

'/Bfirrahsizar . . ... 

H 

300 

463 

474 
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(IbmStm 


Sectional 




BoMRan oa m mfoot ^ oasis Mnrr t§, is— 

tottor. 





ISIS. 

itis> 

ISIS. 

E 

Jorasanko 

• •• 

aaa 

119 

235 

. ; 

260 

298 

F 

Sukea Street 

• •• 

... 

153 

188 

235 

281 

G 

Hare Street 

• aa 


195 

204 

333 

301 

H 

Bowbazar 

aaa 

aaa 

197 

167 

232 

292 

I 

Muchipara 

aaa 

aaa 

176 

V 

179 

282 

288 

J 

Taltalla ... 

aaa 

aaa 

237 

227 

258 

279 

E 

Park Street 

... 

... 

308 

361 

465 

555 

L 

Hastinga 

... 

aaa 

67 

62 

' 58* 

• 85 


let Division, Port Police 

aaa I 

40 

41 

38 

66 


2nd Ditto 

aaa 

aa 

104 

114 

119 

190 


3rd Ditto 

aaa 

aaa 

96 

88 

^164 

193 



Grand Total 

aaa 

2,264 j 

2,53”7 

3,326 

8,827 


Statement No, 2, showing^ year by year^ the total number of “ Petty ” cetsee 
sent up for trial by each outpost in the Town of Calcutta between 1911 
and 1920 referred to in the reply to unstarred questions Nos, 247 (a) 
and (6). 


Skotiom. 

iUB-SaOTlOIT. 

NUMBRR OB PBTTT OASBS 
BIST UP IN— 

_ 1 

Rbbabkb. 

Letter. 

Naine. 

Figure. 

Name. 

1S17. 

ISIS. 

1 

1880. 

A 

Shampolcar ... 

I 

Bagbaaar ... 

... j 

S,818 

8.758 

4.858 

Iiil8}7 there was DO 


¥ 

u 

KumartoU ... 

4,S17 

S.S11 

1.887 

8,788 

eutpoit* 




Total ... 



7.78S 

izai 


B 

Jorabasan ... 

III 

KumartuU 

S.44S 

S,0M 

8.687 

8i887 


1 


IV 

Pathurlaghata 

5,4SS 

4,88t 

4.687 

8.680 





Total ... 

1037S j 

mm 

Ksa 

7,817 

1 

o 

JIurtaBa 

V 

VI 


S.1S1 

818 

... 

1 

1.848 

1.868. 

aaa 

•*»SS,S^2f 


. - 


Total 

f,}Sl 

818 

IM 

1368 

J = 

D ' 

Bonabasar 

VIX 

Bamitasaa ... 

. — . 

IM* 

.9i4|8 

/im, 

oo6d^ 



. wm 

Oelpolola ... 







: ' , " : 




RmmI 

dS 







Sn. 


inm 


■ y , 
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9acr3^oir« 

BUSmvjTIOF. 

NUMBBg OV PBTTy OA^VB 
SBHT 0? IS(— 

BmCAKXf, 


Hum* 

Figure. 

name. 

ltl7. 

1018. 

1910. 

1090. 

B 


JwBunko 

IX 

Rombagan ... 

1.B74 

1,630 

1.878 

1.704 





X 

Oolostola ... 

l*7«0 

9,697 

1.688 

1,008 






total 

».8S4 

4,167 

3,561 

3,702 


F 

••• 

Bukoa Street 

XI 

H^^Olroular 

1.818 

1,162 

1,187 

1,404 





ZII 

(Thana)' ... 

9.101 

1,240 

1,266 

1,611 






Total ... 

3,''l9 

2.401 

9.383 

8.108 


a 

fe«« 

Hare Street ... 

ZllI 

Pollook Street 

4.403 

8,128 

9,468 

9.776 





xrv 

Waterloo Street 

9,768 

I.6S0 

8,161 

4,116 






Total ... 

7,981 

4,817 

■Ql 

6,891 


H 


Bowbaaar ... 

XV 

Prinaep Lane 

8,607 

2.818 

9,116 

3,039 





XVI 

(Thana) ... 

9.076 

9,366 

1,418 

9.830 






Total ... 

6.483 

^ 4,684 

3.663 

8.862 


1 

... 

Huchipsra .. 

xvn 

(Thana) 

9,640 

1.019 

3,409 

9,771 





XVIH 

Paddogukur... 

9,114 

1.861 

9.606 

9.139 






Total ... 

4,764 

3,773 

6,097 

4,894 


j 


TaltaUa 

XIX 

Grant Street .. 

4,409 

6,486 

7,378 

7,812 





XX 

TaltaJlabasar 

Street. 

9,604 

i 

1,969 

2,666 

6.341 






Total 

7.399 

6,748 

0,986 

19.863 


K 


Park Street ... 

XXI 

JSUlotRoad ... 

1.168 

1,100 

2,16S 

6,038 





xxn 

Hungerford 

Street. 

680 

694 

1,904 

1,138 






Total 

1,867 

1,898 

1,373 

6,146 


L 


Hastings ... 

1 

xxni 

1 



■ 

■ 

■ 






XXIV 


1851 



8,149 

There IS no outfiOtt 
in this aeotion. 



* 


Total ... 

8,194 

1.018 

3,683 

3.143 



1st Biniton, 
fortfoUoe. 


1st Division, 
PbrtPidloe. 

1,140 

«888 

971 

1,428 

Noontpost, 



Sad OlTisloot 
Pott Foiifie. 


M DtTisloa, 
Fort Felloe. 

4,798 

1,089 

8,618 

t 

8.688 

Ditto. 



•?U*5!Sr 


M Dlvisioo 
FOrtFotioe. 

400 

949 

869 

803 






Dook FoBoe^. 

417 

417 

678 

890 





■1 

1 

1 

7IJ86 

M.(lf 

78,008 

79.108 

. If 
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QUESTiq|f$. 




Statement No. 8 ahou/ing, year bii year, the'folgt number of teriom 
cases and petty cases disposed of in . tht Polite GourU tn Oalcutta 
between 1914 and 1920, referred to in the reply to unstarred ques- 
tions Nos. 247(a) and (b). . 


SaHous oases. 


' Year, 

Oentral Oourb 
(Banhehall 
S|jaet). 

Northern Divi- 
sion Jorabagan 
Court. 

Southern Divfaioo 
Kyd Street 
Court. 

1914 

4,913 - 

2,161 

2,288 

1915 ... 

4,417 

2,065 

5,301 

1916 

4,556 

3,876 


1917 

4,831 

6,512 


1918 ... 

3,651 

5,630 

• 

1919 

5,464 

5,938 


1920 ... 

4,167 

3,663 



Total: 

-- — 

9,362 

tl,783 

8,432 

11,843 

9,281 

11,402 

7,830 


Petty oases. 


1914 ... ... 21,000 ^ 24,000 25,000 70,600 

1916 ... ... 15,000 25,000 24,000 64,000 

1916 ... ... ' 40,000 26,000 66,000 

1917 ... ... 41,000 32,000 ^ 73,000 

1918 ... , ... 36,000 26,000 61,000 

1919 ... ... 49.000 31,000 80,000 

1920 ... ... • 50,000 33,000 ” 83,000 


NOTB.— The petty caaee are given approximately lu round uumhei'i. 

Mileage of railway, navigable rivere and roads in distrjkita ef 

m Babu TANKANATH CHAUDHVRI: Hon'ble tbs 

Miniater in char£^ of the l5epartment of Public Works be pleased to 
state — ... . ■ ^ 

(1) the mileage of railway in each district of Bengal?. 
i(£) the afea Of each district; 

(8) the names of dis^cts'which have riTers navigal^' . 
the' -yeatt.' 
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(4) ilie names of districts whicli Have no sucli rivers ; 

(5) the mileage of roads maintained in eacli district by the Public 

Works Department ; 

(4) the mileage of metalled roads in each district ; 

(7) the mileage of unmetalled roads in each district under district 
boards and local boards ; 

(5) the income of each district board ; 

(9) the amount spent on repairs of roads by each district board ; 
(JO) the average expenditure per mile on repairs and maintenance 
of kutcha roads in every district ; 

(11) the average expenditure per mile on pucca roads in every dis- 

trict ; and 

(12) the volume of trade borne by river, rail, and road in each district P 


MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of PUBLIC WORKS (the 
HotPhio the Nawab Saiyid Nawab Aii Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur): (1) 

and (2) A statement is laid on the table. 

(d) and (4) Detailed information regardiiig the capacity for naviga- 
tion in all the channels of each district is not maintained by the Govern- 
ment. It is, however, known that, excepting Darjeeling, all districts in 
Bengal possess channels navigable to a greater or less degree. 

(5), (tf), (7), (S) and (9) The statement referred to above furnishes 
the required information. 

(10) and (11) Government have no information. It may be obtained 
by direct communication with the authorities concerned. 

(12) There are no statistics regarding the interdistrict trade of Bengal 
except those of the Calcutta trade block. A statement showing the prin- 
cipal staples imported into, and exported from, Calcutta, for the year 
1920-21, is laid on the library table. 
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Statemmt referred to in the reply to unstarred questions Nos. 248 (I) and (2). 

/ 









19 S 1 .J 


QUESTIONS. 



^ sf. 

sags ! a g i i s g : i 


f.g ? a’s ? ? ? ? S! g ? 

® 5 S :•« : 


t : : : 


: : ! : 


! ! < 2 ! r ! I : : ! : : ! S 


: 3 r : 3 i t 2 2 : i ^ : 2 


222 i 22 £«: 2 : 2 :^: 


I 2 : 2 2 : 2 2 2 2 2 2 3 2 




3 3 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 ; 2:2 


2 3 


^ I I M |iS i ^ i I > 


2 : 3 2 2 2 2 3 3 2 3 : 1 3 2 


! ! I ! I ! 1 S 1 1 !• ! < 5 !■ 


3 2 I 2 3 2 3 3 3 ! 3 i : 2 3 


I 2 ^ j f 3 3 2 5 2 3' ! 2 I 

g: 


3 3 I » f 3 3 3 2 2 2 3 3 


5 

B 



u 


a i; 


i * 


p 2 


647 


(a) No flgara oratlabSe showinj; ftmonut spont oa roods slooo. 
* Under Illstrict Road Oomm&ttee. 



648 QxmnoM, Ciwtt 

Babu TANKAN ATH OHAUDHIIRI S Will the Hon’ble this Minister 
in charge of the Department of Puhlm Works be pleased to^staioviidLether 
Government are willing to help such District . Beards aS cahkot properly 
maintain their roads for want of funds f 

The HaiPble the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khali Bahadur: I should require a fresh notice because unless I see the 
papers I am not in a position to reply just now. 


Additional staff to most increased work under Reformst 

248. Nawabzada K. M. . AFZAL, Khan Bahadur; (a) Will the 
Hon’ble the Member in charge of the Appointment Department be 
pleased to state whether the ministerial staff of the Secretariat has been 
increased on account of the extra work involved by the enlarged 
Reformed Council, the appointments of Ministers, and additional mem- 
bers and officers? 

(b) Have Government taken into consideration the fact that the 
recent numerous resolutions and questions in the Council have abnoiv 
mally increased the work of the ministerial officers of the Secretariat ? 

MEMBER in charge of APPOINTMEMT DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’blo Sir Henry Wheeler): {a) Yes; the increase is as follows: — 

Revenue Department. — One post Upper Division; two posts Lower 
Division; one typist. 

Finance and Commerce Department. — Six^ stenographers. [These 
are not employed in the Finance Department solely, but are 
under that Department administratively.] * 

Legislative Department. — ^Two typists. 

(b) Government are aware that the number of resolutions and ques- 
tions in the Council affects considerably the work of all those who have 
to deal with them. 


Supplementary Grants. 

The PRESIDENT (the Hon’ble Nawab Sir Syed Sliame»ttl-HutfB>i 

Gentlemen, I ought to tell the Council that I have received the follow- 
ing telegram fxom His Excellency ; 

and 18th have been allotted for Government business and the 
Council may be prorogued at any tjme on the conclusion of Govemiaent 
busik^ to be transacted.” 

So l^iere will be n6more non-official business and all l^e mbtiopa^t toding 
on the list fall through and fresh notipe wilil^Ve to he given i(^ neat 
itossion* ’ ^ \ 
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St-^Laiid RwaMM. 

Hiliibil ill aiiarie af DEPARTMENT af REVENUE [MNO 
IIBVfIliUftI Cllit the Maharajmlhiraja Bahadvr of BunhaaiO 

moved e suin of Ba. 12,200 be granted for expenditure under tbe 
heed ^5.— X^nd Beyenue’ on account of the following iteiUa: — 

(t) Bevision of pay of the establishment under Land Acquisition 
Collectors, Calcutta, Bs. 3,100; 

(n) Additional contingent grant for the office of the Land Acquisition 
Collectors, Calcutta, Bs. 1,750; 

* (m) Additional clerks for the Dacca Collectorate, Bs. 3,186. 

(iv) Additional clerks for the Faridpur Collectorate, Bs. 4,165.” 

The first item was included by the Land Acquisition Collector in his 
budget estipiates but was omitted by the Accountant-Qeneral as a case 
of pure omission. The amount has been provided, as already we have to 
pay ad^inierim allowance to some staff there, and it has become necessary 
to revise the pay of the establishment under the Land Acquisition 
Collector. I may point out that of these Bs. 3,100 and Bs. 1,750 only a 
part of the cost is really borne by Government because the greater por- 
tion is paid by the Improvement Trust and the cost is apportioned at the 
end of the year. In the last two years the portion of the Calcutta Improve- 
ment Trust’s share has been 65 ;5 and 67 per cent, and therefore it will 
be seen that the amount is a very small one and as we have to give ad» 
interim allowance it is proposed to revise the establishment. 

Turning to the question ef the Dacca Collectorate additional clerks, 
the Collector of Dacca submitted proposals for increasing the staff of the 
district office by 14 clerks and in the three subdivisions by 6 clerks. The 
Commissioner examined the pl'oposals and found that they were in order 
and forwarded them to Government. They have been scrutinised both by 
the Bevenue and Finance Departments with the result that the necessity 
of appointing 13 additional clerks has been admitted. The proposals were 
received too late for their inclusion in tl^e Budget this year, but as the 
staff is urgently required, the Council are asked to vote the sum required 
for employing the additional clerks from 1st August till the end of the 
year. I may say, in this connection, that as it is likely that the increment 
of pay of clerks generally ^will be brought up hereafter, I propose, if the 
money is voted, to take the advice of the Standing Committee before 
communicating sanction to the employment of the staff to the Commis- , 
sioner* 

Asjregal^ds the amount which we require for the Faridpur staff, the 
position ie this* ; So far back as August, 1920, Mr. JT. N. Boy, the District 
Officqr cff Faridpur, asked for 23 additional clerks. The latter in which 
he this i^uest has receiv^ the attention of Government. , lA this 
letter With the district office and the three sub^visional offices* 

of M^ripur^ Goaluhdo and Gdpalgan]. He has described the work done 
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by the present staff in each departthe^i of tbe Disiriot office, tbe Colleotor« 
ate English office, the Vernacnlar Department^ Accounts Departnient, 
Treasury, Tauzi, CoUectorate Becord-room, N'azarat, Income-Tax^ 
Magistrate’s English Office and Temacular office. Similarly^^he had 
discussed the needs of the three subdiTisional offices. He hae shown that 
there has been a large increase in the work, and has baaed his demands 
on a comparison with the standards laid down by the Ministerial Officers’ 
Salaries Committee in 1908-09, whicK are the standards, accepted by 
Government. The Collector’s proposal were examined by the Com- 
missioner and being approved by him were forwarded to Government. 
They were examined by the Bevenue Department in detail, with the result 
that the necessity of appointing 17 additional clerks had to be admitted. 
The case was then sent to the Finance Department which agreed that 
the additional staff was required. The examination of the case in the 
Bevenue and Finance Departments took several months and consequently 
we were not able to make any provision in the Budget when it was 
presented in March last. As the present staff is overworked and relief is 
urgently required, the Council arc now requested to grant the money 
required for the additional clerks from August to the end of the year. 

Here again, of course, I would say that having regard to whatever 
decision is come to by the Ministerial Officers’ Salaries Committee, I 
propose, before giving effect to it, to have it further examined by the 
Standing Committee of the Bevenue Department, if the grant is made by 
this CounciL 

The PRESIDENTS Before I pass on to the next item 1 ought to tell 
the Council that His Excellency the Governor has allotted only one day 
for all items from Nos. 1 to 77 and these must be finished in the course 
of the day. If they are not, then I must put them to the vote without 
further debate in accordance with the rules. 

Babu ANN ADA CHARAN DUTTA moved that the demand for 

the revision of pay of the establishment under Land Acquisition Collect- 
ors, Calcutta, be reduced by Bs. 1,600.” 

I submit that before full effect is given to the recommendations 
embodied in the Beport of the Salaries Committee no revision of. pay 
of establishment should be made piecemeal. My second point is ;that 
it has not been made out why such a large amount as Bs. 3,100 should 
he required for additional payment by way of revision of pay. So far 
as I understand it is only some sort of ad^interim allowance that is 
being paid to ministerial officers, pending final adjustment and revision 
of pay. That being so, I beg to submit that there is no necess% for 
making an allotment, especially in a supplementary budget. On thejse 
grounds I am. of opinion that the' demand shotild not have mf^de. 

Tlia Hourble Uia MAHARAdADfllltAdA BAl^AII^!^ Of 
BUIIOWANl I have already expUihed ihat this amount is noOesisai^ to 
revise the pay of the establishment of the Iiaud Acquisition Collectors’ 



1921.1 ^ geants. - m 

I out to Amiada B^}m that the Mimuteiftal Officers’ 

Salar^f Ooimittce did not discuss the LaUd Acquisition Collectors’ 
staff as it :is' temporary, and, as 1 have said, the major portion of this 
amount at the end of the year is met from contributions by the Calcutta 
ImproTement l^st. Under these circumstances, whether the Council 
wish to reduce this small amount or wish that the ad-interim allowance 
which, is new being given to this establishment should continue is a 
matter for them to decide. I have ^ready mentioned the facts of the 
case and I leave it to the -good sense of the Council. I may- say that 
the Improvement Trust has agreed to bear their portion of the cost. 

The motion was then put and lost. 

Baby ANN ADA CH ARAN DUTTA moved that the additional 
contingent demand for the office of the Land Acquisition Collectors, 
Calcutta, be reduced by Rs. 1,000.” 

All the arguments which I put forward in support of the first motion 
apply with greater force to this amendment. There are additional 
grounds, namely, that there is no question of revision of pay. It is a 
question of payment of contingent grant. Under this generic term of 
contingent grant many small items come in, and it does not appear from 
the speech of the Hon’ble Member in charge why all on a sudden in the 
middle of the year there should be a necessity of paying a big amount 
close upon Bs. 2,000 by way of contingent, grant to the Land Acquisi- 
tion Collectors’ Department. In any case this amount, representing 
as I take it only 33 per cent., which is the share of Government, really 
represents a big amount for contingencies and all those things. On these 
grounds I press on the Council that this should be reduced. 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWANS The position regarding the contingent charges is this:, 
that over Bs. 6,000 was demanded by the Ivand Acquisition Department 
and the Accountant-General reduced it to about Bs. 4,000. In our 
Department we have givejn Bs. 1,750, which, as it is. will not suffice; 
but in view of the present financial position that was. the minimum 
amount that we could put down. If that amount is to be further reduced 
we might not give anything at all. 

The motion was then put and lost. 

BaiiSi ANNADA CHAR AN DUTTA; As I find that my friend Babu 
Kishori.Mohan Chaudhuri has got a similar amendment, 1 should like to 
withdraw my next motion. 

The motion was, by leave of the Council, witiidrawn. 

It as follows : — 

Ttuit 'jtlui demand far additional clerks of the Dacca Collectorate he 

reddc64 by. Bs.. 2,000." 

MOHAN GHAUOHURI moved " that tlie dein^nd^ 
for additional olerke of the Dacca Collectorate be reduised by half.*' 
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The di£Qioulty we f4t in giVmtt xiptio0 thie mpndnipM jri^t that 
we were not supplied with papers/ We now kear that tha xaat^: was 
not brought before the Standing Committee, and it is to bp ponaldiered 
whether before consulting the Standing Committee, it should be^aseed by 
this Council. If there be any necessity, and if that necessity meets with 
the apinroyal of the Standing Committee, then we can pass it. 4 b that 
has not been done, I think we should reduce the amount demanded by 
half, and it should be considered sufficient for the present. 

Babu NITYA DHON MUKHERJEE: We have gone ^rou^h the 
list of amendments, made by various members. One thing that strikes 
a superficial observer who does not like to enter into details is that Babu 
Annada Charan Dutta has not left any room for either the Hon’ble Mem- 
bers or the Hon’ble Ministers to be soigry, because it will be found that 
he has opposed all motions for demands that have been made either by 
the Hon’ble Members or Ministers. After some discussions over these 
questions he has now begun to withdraw them. Babu Kishori Mohan 
Chaudhuri, who has already spoken on two questions, admits that he does 
not possess all facts and figures that are necessary for the discussion on 
these subjects, but still he opposes the demands. This practice of 
general opposition of demands and subsequent withdrawal has Com- 
menced since the beginning of this Council. We do not know, how- 
ever, who is to blame. • ^ 

The Hon’bie the MAH ARAilADHi RAJA BAHADUR ' of 
BURDWANs The objection that has been raised so far is that this 
matter was not put before the Standing Committee.- Begarding that 1 
want to make it quite clear that the principle which governs Stand- 
ing Committees is really this. First of all it must be borne in mind tha\ 
the Standing Committee’s recommendations can only be advisory. 
Secondly, the principle of having Standing Committees is really not 
merely to take their advice in matters relating to expenditure. Of 
course, if there are large items involving considerable expenditure, the 
Member in charge would do well to consult them. 1 did not think it 
necessary at the time when this was brought up that the matter should 
be considered by the Standing Committee for the reason, which I have 
already explained, that I thought that if the grant was sanctioned by 
the Council, I would bring the matter before the Standing Coffimittee 
when the question of granting increment of salaries to other Depart- 
ments was considered by this Council, and until that time 1 inteh^d to 
hdid it over, and if the Standing Committee agreed, and in view of what- 
ever attitude this Council took as regards the increment of salaries of 
Oovermaptent officers in general, 1 should then take action. Wot these 
reasons, I did not think the matter to be of such importance aJ to he 
brought hetopsif the Standing Conomtte^ 

The motion waa then put arid hot* .. 
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^nie eMion was then withdrawn. 

It -ira as foUdws: — 

That the demand for additional clerks of the Dacca Collectoraie 
be tefusad.’^ 


VfMlu IMOU BHU8HAN DUTTA moved " that the demand for 
additional clerks for the Dacca Collectorate be refused.” 

I have get only one thing to say after what has fallen from the 
Hon'Ue Member, about the Standing Committee. If this matter had 
been referred to the StiEmding Committee, I am siire the Hon’ble 
Member’s case would have been much stronger and we would hate 
almost nothing to say against it. Five months of the year will have 
already gone by without this additional staff, and 1 woxild suggest that 
in view of the great deficit, in this year's budget, the district authorities 
might try to manage the rest of the year without the staff. Next year, 
he may come up again, when the matter may be considered. 

In view of this, I hope the Council will refuse the grant. 

Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAB rAy moved ” that the demand 
for additional clerks for the Dacca Collectorate be refused.’* 

I oppose this demand on principle. I think we should grant supple- 
mentary demands only in case of absolute necessity. In this case, 
Sir, we have already granted Rs. 2,00,000 for teuiporary establish- 
ments. If any additional establishment is required during the year, 
^ it ought to be provided from the grant for temporary establishments. 
1 thought .that it included these additional demands. If it is abso- 
lutely necessary to appoint additional clerks, they should, I think, bs 
provided out of this grant of Bs. 2,00,000. 


Nawabzada K. M. AFZAL, Khan Bahadur: I beg to oppose the 
amendments moved by my hon’ble friends and the Kumar Sahib of 
Bajshahi. I. am sorry to find them very keen in refusing the grant of 
Bs.. 3,185 for an additional staff of clerks foi^ the Dacca Collectorate, 
notwithstanding the urgent need of such a staff which the Hon’ble the 
Mal^ajadhiraja Bahadut of Butdwan has just explained in detail. 
My friends should understand that unless the staff is etficient, it is sure 
the work will suffer. I can sj^ak from personal knowledge that the 
wor]| has . consideraUy incresused since the East Bengal Hmis.terial 
OffieerS' Salaries Committee fixed the establishment more than a decade 
ago (1907}. We should not contest this. The BeVenue ^pi^iirlment 
have^ eanel^ijr exammed the proposal of the Collector of ^Oca approved' 
by the Otunmissioii^# ' 



654 SUPPIEMENT^fiT $. f 16ih W 

The Hen'Me the SAIMMIUII; of 

BURDWANs I have niottluiig furtliLer to add. I explained Wlioii \ 
asked for this money why it was necessary. ,1 have said that it has 
been examined by the Commissioner! by the Bevenne and the ^Finance 
Departments. We have only sanctioned what we have thought neces- 
sary. It is not a temporary staff, it is a permanent staff, l^e staff is 
urgently necessary and it has been delayed considerably. The ques- 
tion is whether we are going to allow the work in the Collectorato to 
suffer. It is a matter for the good administration of the Collector’s 
ofGices and as such I hope it will be granted by the Council. 

The amendment was then put and a division was taken with the 
following result : — 


AYE8. 


■arms, Rsl Sthib Panohanan. 
Ohauilhurii pabu Klahari Mohan* 
Chaudhuri, Babu Tankanath. 
Chaudhuri, Rai Harondranath. 

Dao Guptai Babu Nibarah Chandra. 
Dutfi Ral Bahadur Or. Haridhan. 
Outtaa Babu Annada Charan. 

Outta, Babu Indu Bhuahan. 

Huq, Mauivi Ckramul. 

Makramali, Munabi. 


Mitra, Rai Bahadur Mahondra Chandra. 
Mttkhopadhaya, Babu Carat Chandra. 
Naikor, Babu Horn Chandra. 

Pal, Rai Bahadur Radha Charan. 
Baikal, Mr. Prasanna Dob. 

Ray. Babu Curondra Nath. 

Ray, Kumar Chib Chokharotwar. 

Ray Choudhury, Raja Manmatha Nath. 
Roy, Raja Manifolf Cingh. 

Roy Chaudhuri, Babu Cailaja Nath. 


NOE8. 


Afsal, Nawabzada K. M. Khan Bahadur. 
Ahmod, Khan Bahadur Mauivi Watfmuddin. 
Ahmod, Mauivi Azaharuddin. 

Ahmod, Mauivi Rah Uddin. 

Ahmod, Mauivi Yakuipuddin. 

Ahmod, Munthi dpfar. 

All, Mr. Cyod Natim. 

All, Munvhi Ayub, 

Arhamuddin, Mauivi Khandakar. 

Azam, Khan Bahadur Khwaja Mohamod. 
Banorjoa, tho Hon'Mo Cir Curondra Nath, 
Barton, Mr. H. 

Boadol, Mr. C. F. 

Birloy, Mr. L. 

Bompao, Mr. C* H. . 

Ohaudhurf, Khan Bahadur Mauivi Haazar 
Rahman. 

Chaudhuri, tho Hon'blo tho Nawab Caiyid 
Nawab All, Khan Bahadur. 

Oat, Babu phithmadov. 

Oat, Mr. Cr*R. 

Dsi^ Ral Bahadur Amar Nath. 

Doy, Mr. 0. 0.. 

Osnaid; . l{lr. J. 

Ohato, RMS Bahadur JOBtndra Chimdor. 
osrdcn, Mr. ,A. o. 

Onptp, Mr..N. 8. 


Naq, Mauivi A. K. Fazl-ul. 

Hopkynt, Mr. W. C. 

Huttain, Mauivi Mahammod Madattur. 
Karim, Mauivi Abdul. 

Karimr Mauivi Fazlal. 

Korr, tho Hon’blo Mr. d. H. 

Khan, Bab'u Dovondra Lai. 

Khan, Mauivi Hamid-ud-din. 

Khan, Mauivi Md. RaCquo Uddin. 

Lang, Mr. d. 

Loot, Mr. 0. H, 

Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan, 
tho Hon’bto. 

Makramali, Munthi. 

Marr, Mr. A. 

Mittor, tho Hon'blo Mr. P. 0. 

Moitra, Or, datindra Nath. 

Mukhorjto, Babu NItya Dhtn. 

O’Kinoaly LL-Col. Frtdoriok. 

Payno, Mr. C. F. 

Rahim, tho Hon’blo Mr Abdmr-. 

Rpy, Babu dogtndra Nath, 

Roy^ Babu Nalinl Nath. 

Nay, Rai Bahadur Laiit MciiaB Mifgh. 
ctark, Mr. N. Ji. 

Whotlor, tho Non’bio pir Htnry. 
Wordtworth, Mr, W. 0. 


The Ayes being ^0, and tbe Noes 61, the motion was lost. 

Mm KWHORI: HOHAH OHAUDHURIt Sir, my amen^m^nt is 
covered % aioei^B^ntr Noe. 10 «ttd 11. la case iroold U iw4 Jb« 
conve^ieBt to lutve tEe two other amendmeate moT^ drstl' ^ ‘ ~ 
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TM I^Riln»IITs Noi it Ibe allowedi but you may witiidraw 

your uiotion if you like. 

The motion No. 9 which stood in the name 6t Babu Kishori Mohan 
Ghaudhuri ^as then^ by leave withdrawn. It was as follows: — ^‘That 
the demaud for additional clerks for the Farid'pur Collectoraie be reduced 
by half/^ 

Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA moved that the demand for 
additional clerks for the Faridpur Coilectorate be refused.” 

X beg to oppose this grant on the same ground on which 1 opposed 
the previous grant, viz., that this item was not placed before the Stand- 
ing Committee. I do not see any use of having a Standing Committee, 
if supplementary estimates like this, are not placed before it. This 
staff will form part of the permanent staff and yet the matter was not 
placed before the Standing Committee and their opinion was not taken. 
Sir, we have been able to do without this staff for the last four months 
and I think that we can do without them for the next eight months. 
Next year, if the question is brought before the Council for a perman- 
ent addition to the staff, we shall be glad to consider the question. In 
view of all this, I oppose that grant. 

The PRESIDENTS Kumar Shib Shekhdreswar Bay’s motion is 
identical so he may now speak on this motion. 

Kumar SHIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: I only beg to support this 
amendment. 

Or. JATINDRA NATH MOITRAs I beg to oppose the amendment. 
I have personal knowledge of the facts. The clerks in the Faridpur 
Coilectorate are oerworked and the proision for additional hands will 
not only give them some relief, but will also enable them to work with 
more eiKciency. With these words, I beg to oppose this motion. 

Tha Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWANs Sir, my great offence seems to have been that I did not 
consult the Standing Committee. I have already explained my position 
regarding that., I may, point out that in asking for this additional 
grant we are not really adding to the permanent establishment at the 
recoxnmendation of the Collector. We are doing it on a principle 
accepted by the Government itself. It is laid down, that a derk can do 
a certain amount of work — ^it is so laid down by the Salaries Committee 
of 1908 aUd 1909 — and it is on the basis of that which was accepted by 
the Government that these additional clerks have bee^ asked for. , For 
these jre&ons and also for the reasons as mentioned by Dr. Moitra who 
knows tlm conditions intimately that we have asked for these, additional 
derka^l^th for the sake of efllden and for the better working of the 
Coilectorate* I ask, Sir, that the amount be granted. 

The motion was;^put and lost, 
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Tbe original motioii lor tlio grant v^g ilten j^ aoit 

2l.~C«neiirt Admiiiititrali^ 

The Hon’ble Sir HENRY WHEELER moved tliat a of 
Bs. .8,000 be granted for expenditure under the head ‘ 22. — General 
Administration' on account of the following item: 'Bepaira of the 
S. L. 5«ello, Bs. 8,000.”' 

The Council may remember that in connection with the budg^ we 
voted a sum of Bs. 25,000 for a new boiler for this boat. Gn^fertur 
nately on the 13th of March last this launch had a collimon in the river. 
It was damaged and it cost Bs. 7,250 to repair it. The expenditi^ was 
obviously urgent, and the money was taken from the Bs. 25,000 that had 
been voted for the new boiler which, of course, is as^ necesstuy now as 
it was then, and in fact on the latest figures we learn that the boiler 
will cost Bs. 750 more than what we previously estimated. These two 
items make up the sum for which 1 now ask for the vote of the Council. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

MEMBER in charge of LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler): Sir, before I move my motion, with your 
permission, 1 would substitute in it the figure Bs. 10,900 for the figure 
Bs. 15,400. 

The PRESIDENT: Yes, you may do so. 

The Hon’ble Sir HENRY WHEELERS moyed 'Uhat a sum of 
Bs. 10,900 be transferred from ^ non-voted ’ to * voted ’ under the head 
‘22. — General Administration — Legislative Council’ to provide for the 
pay and acting allowance of the officiating Secretary, Legislative 
Department.” 

This is rather a matter of transfer than of new expenditure. Ur. 
Tindall, who is the permanent Secretary of the Council, and whose pay, 
he being a member of the Indian Civil Service, appears under ihe^non- 
voted head, has been on deputation to Simla, where he is at present, 
for training in the Legislative Dei>artment<-^n excellent system by 
which the Imperial Legislative Department takes officers from diilmnt 
provinces and gives them the wider experience that can be gained there. 
In IJLt. Tindall’s absence, Ur. Hutchison is acting for him, and J^rovi* 
sion has to be made for his pay and acting allowance which come 
under the voted head. The original sum was calculated up. to the" end 
of the year, but I fully anticipate, and the intention is, that Ur/ Tindall 
will return in the beginning of the cold weather, and even allowing a 
slij^t margin for delay there is no need to make provision fbr the last 
three m^n^ of ihfii year. Consequently the sum asked for is slightly 
less than that put down on the agenda paper* . 
motion was then put and agreed'to; 
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MiiiitiriR m 0n«» 0 mdigiaiu department (Dw Htufm 

Sir IUM«iar Baliiill) moved tlmt a sum of Es. 36,^ be granted for 
expenditure under the bead * 24 — ^Admixustration of Justice>’ on 
accoju^pt o£ tbe following items : — 

Additional grant for boat«bire required by the District Judge of 
Tipped Bs. 4>665« 

i^vision of pay of tbe 3rd and 4tb Presidency Magistrates, 
Bs* 2|676« 

. Bstabiislunent of a special Court for tbe trial of traffic cases, 
Bs;22,400* 

Appointment of an additional Magistrate to try munitions cases, 
Bs. 6,000.'* 

As regards tbe first item, Sir, tbe facts are tbat tbis year tbe 
District Judge bas been unable to obtain boats for tbe same monthly 
bire as last year and on tbat account be bas got to pay something more 
in addition tbis year. Last year tbe cost on account of bire was 
Bs. 1,926 and tbis year it is expected to come up to Bs. 2,711. It is 
owing to tbe increased pay demanded by tbe boatmen due to the increased 
cost of living that there bas been this increase in the charge for the 
boats. That accounts for a part of tbe additional sum demanded under 
thin bead. Then a larger number of • boats is required this year. 
According to the calculations, there are 410 process-serving peons for 
whom 124 boats are required, that is to say, one boat to every three 
peons on an average. The cost on account of increase in tbe rates 
and in tbe number of bdats amounts to Bs. 4,555 in excess of tbat of 
tbe last year, Tbe District Judge's report makes it clear that, unless 
additional boats are forthcoming, tbe processes cannot bo satis- 
factorily served, and tbat be cannot get boats this year at tbe old rates. 

« ' f 

Tbe next iteni is tbe revision of pay of tbe 3rd and 4tb Presidency 
Magistrates. Both tbe incumbents of these posts belong to tbe Bengal 
Civil Service. This House may be aware tbat lately tbe pay of that 
> Service bas been increased and incremental rates have been established. 
These two Presidency Magistrates are men of some, standing in the 
Service, and at present, according to the incremental rates of pay to 
which they would be entitled under the new scale, they would be 
actually, losing for acting as Presidency Magistrates here, tbat is to 
say, they get a fixed pay as Presidency Magistrates, but according 
to the in^emental scale> their pay in the regular service .would he 
higher, JShey are also, entitled to ordinary duty allowances which are 
allowed to the. officers of this class deputed to Calcutta. Altogether 
^the demand amounts to Bs. 2,676. . ^ 

ttlNl iiJiRBKBRA NATH RftYl May 1 ask what is fi«ed 
of the PtesidOncy Hagiiirates P 
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The Hen’Me Sir i|B0-U8*IIA|IIMl The JFhird Presidency Magis- 
irate gets |Bs. 75X) and the Fourth Presidency Magistrate Bs. 650, but 
acc6rdin|f to their grade pay, the former is entitled to Bs. 860 ihid the 
latter to Bs. 700. To this both the incumbents^ of these* posts will be 
entitled to add the duty allowances. These allowances have been fixed 
in Tiew of the local circumstances as well as with reference to the posts. 
l)uring Mr. Eeays’ absence the officiating allowance from the 1st of 
May to the middle of October comes to Bs. 2,400 and their salary under 
the new scale would be Bs. 2,600. 

I now come to the third item regarding the establishment of a special 
court for the trial of traffic cases. This Council knows very well that 
there has been a great deal of trouble as regards road traffic in Calcutta. 
For some time past there have been many complaints as to the way in 
which the traffic cases are being dealt with; and you know only the 
other day there was a Taxi-cab Strike in Calcutta with the result that 
a .committee was appointed, ‘with Mr. Beadel as Chairman, to inquire 
into the grievances of the taxi-cab drivers and to suggest proper mea- 
sures for the regulation of traffic in the city. That Committee has now 
sent in their report and they unanimously recommended, among other 
matters, that a special court of a Stipendiary Magistrate be established 
in order to deal with traffic cases. The Committee was a representa- 
tive one and their report on this head is to this effect. They say — 

We are of opinion that a leading defect of the present system of control in Calcutta 
is the^ absence of any proper machinery for securing the expeditions and effective 
disposal of prosecutions. We * understand that Government has already under 
consideration a proposal that a permanently sitting court, presided over by a 
stipendiary magistrate, should be instituted for the trial solely of offences against 
regulations concerned with Calcutta traffic. We consider this a most salutary 
proposal and desiro to urge that it should be given effect to at the earliest possible 
date. The new court should be generously staffed and centrally situated, the 
presiding officer should be fully experienced in motoring matters, an^ should have 
attached to him a bench of honorary magistrates, similarly experienced, sitting in the 
same building. If this important departure is adequately developed, the following 
benefits, not present hitherto, should be secured : — 

Offences will be commonly tried at a date when both witnesses and accused are in a 
position to remember the facts and discipline will be iiuinced by prompt panish^^t. 

M LALIt MOHAN 8INCH ROY Bahadur: Is tliat the recom* 
mendation of the Committee P 

Thf Hmi'blU Bfr ABD.UR-RAHIM: I am reading from the Iteport 
of the .Committee. Owing to the congestion of oasM, snmmoases are 
returnable' sometimes two or three months from the date of the 
complaint. This is tertahily not desirable. These especially are casee 
which ought io he promptly hroo^t before the Court and with. 

. Then; at prwwnt there is a Tsry great jH[aoMpan<!iy hi the pUh^shmeiits 
ihat axe ii^bted, hw instance, mie UoauirttfV la^iitalte indicts a- tem of 
He. 6 for a particular Offence, while ano^MS' 'Ifs^ietrate imposes a fine 
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of ^ for a similoT oSonce/ This crtate of thiago^ if* 
to be avoided^ Tbe Committee: say-^ 

of eomethitg approaching a common standard of pOmslunciit ler 
simillOr oftenoea will bo enodnragod and the present marked iinwilirngness of ttm 
pnbfo to protect their own interests by instituting cases or appearing as witness in 
oasesf owing to the loss of private time involved, will be pro tanto reduced. It should 
adso follow' that this central court profiting by the fuller and prompter evidence placed 
before it, will f unetidn more commonly than courts have hitherto done in the matter 
of exercising the powers of cancelling or suspending the licenses which the law gives 
it, and in taking effective notice of instances of police misconduct. 

As regards the expenditure this is how it is made up. 

We have calculated the rent of the house to be taken for the purpose 
at Us, 600 per mensem; clerks, Bs. 7,200; staff, Bs. 3,156; rates and 
taxes, furniture and' fittings including fans, Bs. 2,500; contingencies, 
Bs. 1,000; and Bs. 500 for the menial staff. This makes up Bs. 16,356. 
Then the pay of the Magistrate has been pilt down as Bs. 500 a month. 

The fourth item relates to the appointment of an Additional Magis- 
trate. As the House knows, Mr. Swinhoe, the Chief Presidency 
Miagistrate, is now engaged in trying the munitions cases; and he has 
very little time therefore at his disposal to try the ordinary cases of 
that court, with the result that arrears are increasing. That is why we 
require an Additional Magistrate for at least six months. Mr. Swinhoe 
has to devote five days in the week to these big cases and I may inform 
the House that there is already considerable complaint as regards 
the arrears in the Police Court. The cases there are not always as 
quickly dealt with as they ought to be. In this very House a ques- 
tion was asked the other day on this point, and there c^n be no deny- 
ing the fact that cases in that court should be more expeditiously 
disposed of. The High Court, the Chief Presidency Magistrate, and 
the Police Commissioner all have complained of delay.- So I do not 
think it would be safe to allow any further accumulation of arrears 
in that court. 

. Balm ANNADA CHARAN DUTTA moved *Hhat the demand for 
the boat-hire for the District Judge, Tippera, be reduced by Bs^ 1,666.’* 

You will, note that the amount asked for viz., Bs. 4,555, is by way of 
an additional grant for boat-hire for the pro^ss-serving peons in the 
office of the District Judge of Tippera. I have some personal experience 
of Tippera. . On^ fact that is outstanding this year is that the number 
of .casM. have been reduced or will be reduced a great deal due to what 
influence it is not profitable now to inquire ; but the fact remains that 
^ there will hot be so much necessity for utilising the boato for toe number 
of process^ to be^ served will be much less. At the smne time, the 
learned Brnt^qt .Judge himself bsev as we have been ‘ told, demanded 
that some additional aieaunt is necessary;, therefore, I have proposed 
that Bs. 1,566 only be leduci^ from , that amount. , 
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Tho Hon^bto Sir ABD^IIR-IIAHIM* 1 really do not understand #liat 
ground .the mover of the amendment has for saying that the number 
of cases has gdne down. This is not so. The District Judge who ought 
to know about these matters very well says that he will not be able 
to have the processes served unless a larger number of boats are available. 
I think this ought to satisfy the House. I will, however read from 
his letter in this connection : the District Judge says — 

1 have the hoaour to state that boats are not avaflable for employment at ^e rate 
of- monthly hire for which they were engaged last year and ^at at Sadar and 
Brahmanbaria the number of boats should be increased for the proper service of 
processes. I submit a statement ... 

He submits a statement and goes on to say that — 

.There are 410 process-serving peons employed in the district and 124 boats how 
required will approximately provide only one boat to every three peons on an average. 
For the proper service of processes the number of boats is absolutely necessary and 
the expenditure irivolved in the employment of these boats at the rates shown in the 
statement is also unavoidable. 

The motion was put and lost. 

Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY; I beg leave to withdraw 
my motion. 

The following motion was then withdrawn : — 

That the demand for. the boat-hire for the District Judge, Tippera, 
be refused.’* 

Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: In view of the statement made by 
the Hon’ble Member, that this sum is required only for boat-hire in con- 
nection with the service of processes, I beg leave to withdraw the motion. 

The following motion was then withdrawn : — 

*‘That the demand for the boat-hire for the District Judge, Tijpp^, 
be refused. 

Babu AHNADA GHARAN DUTTA; 1 do not press my amend^Qient. 

The following motion was then withdrawn : — 

** That the demand for the revision of pay for the 3td and 4th 
Presidency Magistrates be refused.’^ 

Itabit INDU BHUSHAN DUTTA moved that the demand for the 
revision: of pay of the 3rd and 4th Presidency Magistrates be refused.’^ 

It seemto to me that the pay akeady sanctioned for these % posts, 
nameljr, Bs^ 760 and Bs. €60, is already high enough. The inoreaaa of 
phy, granted to the Deputy Magistrates of Bengal lately^ Itas IffisiiL so 
great that saku^i^ of these two Bengid Ckdl Soiree ofO^a art nm 
higher than the pay fined for these officers. 1 do^^ltot 

understand why members of the J^ngid fiehdee ehoutd be bi^ughi 
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is ^eittlsmeii -who are serving in tke mufassal an nsnal 

a large atnaunt of money as duty allowance, ee soan 
as tlt^-^mae to Calcutta. Tliis item of duty allowance seems to be pother . 
absurd, .^ 'Is it to be tilxougbt ibat - without this duty allowanee they will 
not drS^UO'ge tbeir .duties? Wby is this amount to be allewed then? 
Tbe preS^t rate of pay for these two Presidency Magistrates seems to be 
<)uite enough. If these two members of the Bengal Civil Service are 
tildcen vtwy froni' Calcutta, two new men either from the Bar or from the 
•Ipwer. grbi^ of the same Service might be appointed on the same pay as 
has been &ced,for these posts. If I am not mistaken, the 5th Presidency 
Magistrate gets less than Bs- 650. I do not see any reason, why the 3rd 
and the 4th Presidency Magstrates should hot work on their present pay. 

With these few words, I beg to commend my motion to the acceptance 
of the Mouse. 

Ral Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: I rise to give my support to 
the amendment and to oppose the original motion. Prom what little 
knowledge I have of the working of the Police Courts I have not been 
aUe to make up my mind to support any increase of pay for the posts of 
the 3rd and 4th Presidency Magistrates. As to the present incumbents 
of these two appointments I have absolutely nothing to say against them, 
but from the information given by the Hon’ble Member it transpires 
that these two gentlemen are in receipt of quite an adequate pay, vis,, 
Rs, 750 and Rs. 660. Over and above that, there is this solicitude to 
pay them an extra allowance of Rs. 200 and Rs. 160 per mensem and for 
this sanction is sought to the amount of Rs. 2,676 in the budget. These 
are certainly not cases which have been taken ipto consideration on 
account of high prices all over the country. If so, there is more reason 
why the pay of those who draw Rs. 100 or Rs. 60 a month should be in- 
or0as04 rather than that of those drawing Rs. 760 or Rs. 800 a month. In 
these, hard days there is a C 17 everywhere for increase of pay, and our 
sympathy must first be- devoted to those who earn small pay. I foil to 
uiiderstaiid why any extra sympathy should be shown to these two geatle- 
,men who are .tolerably well paid. That is one of the reasops why I want 
to oi^se the grant. s. 

'ibere is another -reason and that is this: Are these two gentlemen 
belonging to t]he Provincial Civil Service cadre to be given an extra allow- 
ance boeehse^they h^ve come to Calcutta ? .1 think I am right in saying 
of this service- consider, themselves fortunate if thhy gre 
poi^Sd||b^'^Wtth-,'.and I foil to understand why, because they have 
been fo Calbuita scmie extra allowance has to be paid ta theib. 

'I am;%i^te'%rtpat^. to meet, any coptradic^n wben I say.^ffiis^'tlM^- 
oUlpem, if '^e^> brdni^t from tbe mufassal to tahe ^uip^^ 
appOiptinhhfo; k f^qhtla, Sfonk tbeir, stars and tbe<^iHitlmiitieig»ff(lr ^ 
gome. •• ■' 



In fact^ a g^od manjr in the Beag^. Giyil Seniea 
lighted to come to Calci^ta even on leas pay^, But wW happane the 
present eases is; t^t when these officer ha^e been WnsplanteS^lrom 
the mtifassal to a city like Calcutta /which has so many adyantages as 
against the mufassali they are given extra allowances, 'fhese - two^. 
gentlemen no doubt are quite reliable officers and perhaps very worthy re<* 
presentatives of the Bengal Civil Service, but if they are asked to revert 
to their old appointments, two other gentlemen from the same cadre may v 
easily be got who will be delighted to come'to the Calcutta Police Cou^ 
and who will do their work equally efficiently on the pay they are drawing 
in the mufassal. So I do not see any necessity of wasting, so to speaki 
this Bs. 2,676. 

Bab^u 8URENDRA NATH MULLICK: I must say that I oppose the 
amendment of Babu Indu Bhushan Dutta by which he wants ■ to refuse 
this demand. My esteemed friend, Dr. Haridhan Dutt, has said that he 
has a little knowledge of the Police Courts from which he thinks that 
these gentlemen are well paid. I may tell the House that I have a greater 
knowledge of those courts and I do not think that these gentlemen are 
well paid. To acknowledge the importance of the work that these gentle- 
men do and to say that Bs. 760 or Bs. 660 is quite sufficient for them, is 
not showing an appreciation of what the Doctor himself admits as 
very worthy officers. That sort of appreciation means very little. In 
Calcutta they have to pay a house rent of about Bs.,160 or Bs. 200; and 
then what is left to them out of their pay ? My friend says that they get 
Bs. 760 and Bs. 660 and so they must be.well off. ~ ^ 

May I ask my friend — ^he will pardon me — ^whether he or I will con- 
sider that pay to be sufficient ? If not, why should these two poor gentle- 
men not get more — ^because they are in the Oovemment service P That 
is no reason. They are'very hard-worked officials^both of them. They 
are gentlemen — ^bhadrologs of our class ; they have some sort of 'dignity 
to maintain ; they have got to educate their children. It cannot be ex- 
pected that a Presidency Magistrate will go to the court on foot or 
tram ; so he must keep a gharry, and this alone will take away about . 
Bs. 100 from his pay. After these payments what is left to himf - Only 
a dry appreciation that they are very worthy individuals I Do* 
that Be. 760, less Bs. 200, less Bs. 100, is quite suffi^^i for i^i^ P I 
think this*m not economy. Do not take away.the hei^ 
n^ho haye to work very hard in apositioh of iJrast iiud 
That is not prefer. I do not think I can at all suppoT||Ms i^eay\! 
fbrcri think, that the grant asked for by the Hoh’ite 
#hich we should not object to* ‘ ^ f / ^ 

ndvoc^ of 'bb 
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laot^ I tired to get more infomati^ by c0mmiii]3^V 
WbfttJ understand is this: It is proposed by the 
Soil- ^ Ahd-u^<i*BidLm that as the Secretary of^State has sanctioned 
a timsHW^^ these officers as a matter of right are entitled to the increase^ 
of pay/biat^as that pay was not provided in the budget of the Calcutta 
Polif^ Court Mre are now as&ed to sanction the supplementary grant* 

As as I haye been able to follow or to understand my esteemed 
friend, tke^mov6r,,what he suggests is that if they are to get this increase 
of pay according to the grade in which they are now placed as a matter 
of : right then they should go hack to the mufassal and officers young and 
low^ paid should come here and fill up the posts, so that it might save 
expenditure. I want to understand the point further with reference to 
this proposition. Does he think that the new recruits who will hail from 
the mula^al will remain content with the pay for everP Won't they 
ask. for an increase of their emoluments a few years after? Is it proper 
that they should again be sent back to the mufassal and a new group of 
officers brought in their place P ' In this way endless difficulties will 
arise. 

' I do not think that looking from the standpoint that economy must 
be accompanied by efficiency this step is practicable; therefore, having 
regard to the fact that the increase asked for is what they are justly 
entitled to, namely, a sum amounting to Es. 2,676 for only 7 months, 
I do not think that it will be quite just and fair to withhold this increase 
the result of which will be that they will want to go back to their old 
places and the consequence will be dislocation of business in the Calcutta 
Police Courts. On that ground I am not inclined to support the amend- 
ment proposed by my hon’ble friend. 

Rai dOGENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur: May I be permitted, 
before I speak, to ask a question of the Hon’ble Member in charge 
whether, in a matter like this, a reference was made to the Government 
of India, and if so, what was the result? 

The PRESIDENT: The Hon’ble Member may, if he likes, in his 
reply,, deal with your question. 

*|ha Hoil’Ma Sir ABD^UR-RAHIM: Yes. The proposal has been 
eanctioned by l^he Oovernment of India. 

CHUNPER CHOSE Bahadur: It appears that there 
is a of misapprehension in regard to this matter. It is 

not % of salary of some officers, as many of us thiah 

ih to ^ejm ns is this: there are certain posts Whieh. 

oarr| 'hi%<^ ere .we prepared to incr^e the ampuni 

for ac^ tho8e-.-appoiptmen;^f 

is, ^ other, answer to it. ppsisu^e than the. ;aega» 

.apkiT of a post be ipcrehpadf ^'thonean^ 
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TUpeM salary for a Depvty Magistrate is, I'shotild think, very ettviable. 

I have got my sons in the Provincial Civil Seiyice, and I know they 
consider such salaries very enviable. - 

As regards their coming to Calcutta, I think any Deputy Maipstrate 
* would like to forego Bs. 100 to come to Calcutta. Why'shoiil^ '^va 
increase the salary of these posts ? It is, I am afraid, beyond my under* 
standing. 

Balm KISHORI MOHAN GHAUDHURI: I rise to isuppoi^t the' 
amendment. I cannot understand why the value of these ""posts of 
Presidency Magistrates which are posts on fixed salary should he raised," 
and why men who would be willing to serve on a fixed salary should not 
be brought from the mufassal for appointment to these x>osts. If those 
who are now holding these appointments think that they would draw 
higher pay by reverting to the general line, let them go back to the 
mufassal and men on smaller pay be brought in their place. That is the 
reason for which I support the amendment and I do not think that any 
increase should be allowed to them. 

The Hon’bla Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: I must say that the hon’ble 
member who would refuse the grant have not really realised the situation. 

These are two magistrates drawn from the Bengal Civil Service, 
They are men of experience and have been brought to Calcutta because 
they were considered to be particularly fit to hold charge of the very 
onerous duties of Presidency Magistrates. They have been discharging 
these duties very satisfactorily and as regards that I do not think a better 
testimony could be available than what has been given by Babu Surendra 
Nath Mullick who has a very large experience of Police Court work in 
Calcutta. Now what is the suggestion P The suggestion is that in the 
place of these gentlemen who have been sa efiBciently discharging tiieir 
duties two comparatively young officers on a smaller salary or perhaps- 
some inexperienced barrister should be brought. I hope that a . pro*' 
position of this sort should not be entertained by the Council fOr a 
moment. 

I am a barrister myself belonfi'iag^ to the profession of law'an^.'kave 
*alway^ tried to uphold the interest of the profession, bnt ^hei^ I am 
asl^ed to displace these two experienced magistrates by so^. ypimg 
bai^isis, I must strongly protest against the propiosal. 

I have ‘ 0 (MD^erable experience of the work in th« Cftlbhttii ‘Sdlioe*- 
. Court as fbr three years I wm a Presidency Magisj^te iriie;Bp 
Gcn^ had’U^ two stijpen^ry maturates, a^d i. qith pi^na](]^>te»^ 
ip w heayyan^ respondble nature of thp. wofk - wttksW.'V' 

.Ma^stiate ‘ ' * ^ ■! ft ' ' 

, ' I* thii^'’ i|.|s'aftb^har 'pr(^p 08 teriras''ib-ii(n^M(B .that.' ' 

have s^uiraS ^huoh valuable exj^pace hod have , been' de^g ^e 
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SO w^,diu)^^ )>e tui^04 put i^nd untried men brpugl|Lt;in either the- 

flyii tlVi iJARIDHAN DIITT Baliadur: May ^(^quire who said that 
uhtried man would be brought in ? 

Tll» >l0ilFbM Sir ABD-UR-RAHiMr. That wiU be the result if this 
pibpoHi^ is carried out. Further it is very doubtful if you can get pro- 
per men from the profession on that pay. 

As regards the suggestion that there are Deputy Magistrates who 
would he willing to come to Calcutta on less than their grade pay, well 
would^ not have such men. Everybody knows that in Calcutta he will 
have to pay a very heavy house rent and other expenses in Calcutta are 
also heavier than in the mufassal. Why should anybody come here on 
less, than the pay that he is getting. in the mufassal? If a Magistrate 
getting !Ets. 500 or Us. 600 were to come here, he will have to pay a house 
rent of say Bsl. 160 or Bs. 200, unless he happens to have a house of his 
own where he can live for nothing. Surely the Council would not con- 
fine the Government to such men. 

I submit that this amendment is unreasonable and should be rejected. 

A division was then taken with the following result : — 


AYES. 


Ahmsil, Khan Betiedur Maulvi watimudtfin. 
Afimsd, Maulvi Adelieruddiii. 

Ahmsd, Munslii Jefer. 

Ali, iluintlii Amir. 

Ali, Munilif Ayub. ‘ 

Arliamitddlii, Mauivi Khandakar. » 
Barma, Rai Sahib Panobanan.. 
Bfiattaaharji, Babu Htm Chandra. 
Charmakar, Babu Ratik Chandra. 
Chaudhuri, Babu Kishori Moham 
Chaudhuri, Babu. Tankanath. 

Chaudhuri, Mauivi Shah Muhammad. 

Das, Babu Bhithmadiv. 

Dutt, Rai Bahadur Or. Haridhan. 


Outta, Babu Annada Charan. 

Dutta, Babu indu Bhuthan. 

Chats, Rai Bahadur Joasiidra Chundtr. 
Haq, Shah Sytd Emdadul. 

Karim, Mauivi Abdul. 

Makramali, Munthi. 

Mitra, Rai Bahadur Mahandra Chaedra. 
Mukhapadhyaya, Babu Sarat Ohandnu 
Muilitk, Babu Nirada Bahary» 

Ray, Babu Surandra Nath. 

Rpy, Kumar Shib Shakharaswar. 

Ray, Rai Bahadur Lalit Mahan Singh. 
Sarkar, Babu Jagssh Chandra. 


NOES. 


Addy, Babu Amulya Dhana. 

Afsah Na«absadp K. ii. Khan Baliadur. 
AlSMdi Maulvt Mas UddHi. 

All, Mr. Syad Nasim. 

Aiahi, gKiii Mihadiir Khwaja Mshamad. 
BMMrjaa, .tSs 'Nsn'bia Sir Surandra Hath. 
BSHSh^ 'MK) H. . 

***'"■' Mmb MiyM 





ParMnai, Mr. K. 0. H. 

Qhatak, Rai Sahib Milmanl* 

Cardan, Mr. A. O. 

Qupta, Mr. N. B. 

Napkyns, Mr. W. S. 

Karr, tha Han'bla Mn J. H. 

Khan, Babu Davandra Lai. 

Khan, Mauivi Hamld*ttdH|ln. 

Khan, Mauivi Md. RafNSM Dddia. 

Lang, Mr. J. 

Last, Mr. O. H. 

Maharajadhirald Bahadur af Hnriwanr 
tha Han’Ma^ 

Marr,. MfaA* ' 

MafCansii, Mr. Hi Pp 

MIttar, tha NanIMh Mr, P^ IL V .. . 

MiltiMr Mr*. sattniiM' Mbml ' 
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Bate filtyft Him. ^ RiHllfii^ IM itr ' 

Httlttokf pabM lurtndMi Hath, ftny OhaiimirH^lln HrlMm CIU^^ 

NAtktr^ Babu Htni Chandra. Ray, Mahdraja Bahadur jKHiaiiiililr mpiNti^ 

cyKiiMals^, Lt.*Cob rredarfblu Ray, Raja iiaiatairaiiiBb,.. ; 

Q’Mallayt Mr, L. i. S. tahrawann;' Or, Mawan. 

Pal, Rai Bahadur Radda Gharan. Whaaiar, tha Ran*hla Btr Manry, 

Payna, Mr. C. F. Wordawarth, Nr, W. C, 

The. Ayes bein^ 27, and the Noes 46, the ‘motion was Ipst. i \ 


Rai RADHA OHARAN PAL Bahadur moved ‘‘ that the demand for 
the establishment of a special court for the trial of traffic cases be tediiced 
to Es. 12,000.” 


Before 1 enter into the merits of^my motion, I should like .to bring 
to the notice of the Government and specially the Hon’ble Member in 
charge who has moved for the supplementary grant, the inconvenient 
or rather the unfortunate position in which the non-official members are 
placed. These items asking for supplementary grants were circulated^ 
to us about six or. seven days ago; and we have been expecting all the 
time to get some explanatory note or some information on which this 
application for supplementary grant has been made. To our great 
regret, although following the cue given by Sir Henry Wheeler that 
some information might always be available, I myself called,, before 
the Council hours, at the office to get any information which I nould pos- 
sibly get. 1 was told that no information was available except two 
printed slips with regard to the items for the Chittagong Port and the 
Education grants which were handed over to me. I asked for simflhr 


information with regard to the items in respect of which 1 gave notice, 
but 1 was told that no information had been given for circulation to the 
members. This is the position in which we are placed. Just a few 
minutes ago, I had an opportunity of meeting the Hon’ble Member and 
I asked him for certain information and he has given me certain facts 
and figures. I submit that it would have been a great advantage to us 
if this information were given to us beforehand, so that we might ha#e 
had an opportunity if necessary, of conferring with the Hon’ble Member 
-and of discussing the matter. But we were deprived of that oppcii^uf 
nity. In the Montagu-Chelmsford Report it is statbd that ther^ witi be 
conferences •and larger associations between the Goveromeht 
and the non-official members, and if this is the aesociHtie^ 

(^cials with the Government Members 1, do not knoW' how 

wiU be oohditcted. The result is that 

jSelugiR]: h^If a doyen motions, some ^opposing 'the' 

adting far' reductions and' thus the valufible time of the Couneiti^’Wa^i^, 


kndw that 

smef !ihe ^ie^aihees ot^ihe ti^i-drivers have ^ 

, shc^td be a apBoial ooi^ tb tpr eai^(";T|^ 
' Mg ihfi 








th^itiw-amountwill oomo>«$»lo a)Mnii.]^.':^»0|IM> 
thai if ^ matter were diecussed at a confer^iee^ 
HoDt^i) ICeidibev might be- iaduced'to consider whetbw tbia sima was 
soaoej^tSde of veduction. 1 do not think that a homie .rent of Bs.-;f^ 
^t»il 2fl0 for renta akd taxea are at all necessary. I think that ..a 
gir{ihM)id*doOr^&at can Msily-’l^ rented at a lower rate instead of paying 
large sum for a separate house.. This is a matter which might 
Tsry'coirrt^iently be discussed with the Hbn’ble Member in charge. 

I^hen, there is an item for clerical establishment. There is another 
ftoin also fOT'the police staff necessary for this court, which will amount 
to about Bs. 6,000. 1 do not think that such a large amount is neces* 
gfrp y. The Magistrate's pay is put at Bs. 6,000 annually. I submit 
the Magistrate’s salary might be a little lower as it would have to be 
inmeased later on. Having regard to these facts I think that to start 
with wS'Can very well reduce the grant to Bs. 12,000 per annum- 
''*We understand that it is intended to demolish the Bankshall Street 
building and to rebuild a house there for the accommodation of {he 
Courts. There is another court — ^Che Juvenile Court — at the Lower 
Circular Board. Some of us have to attend that court. This court has 
got ampler quarters. There is a magnificent first fioor room which is 
oOoumed by the Sergeant in charge. The poor Magistrates have to sit 
on the ground floor. I think by some arrangement that building could 
be utilised for the traffic cases or a smaller room in. a ground-floor flat 
might be rented for the traffic court. With these observations I beg 
to move the resolution. 


The PRESIDENTS Motion No. 2J and the four motions that follow, 
vis., 21 to 24 refer to the special court for traffic cases and I think that it 
wilTbe convenient if they be taken up together. 


The HoiPble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: May I point out that Bai Badha 
Fdl Bahadur’s motion is for a reduction of the grant, while the 
other, four motibne ask for the refusal of the grant' altogether. That 
indeed i^kes some differenOe. 


Thb .-PRESIDENT.: Yes. This is so, but 'still I think the- wholS 
letter might be conveniently discussed together. That will save'time. 
i am OB^- ooneidetring that question now. 

SifREMPllJI HATH RAY moved " that' the demand fbr the. 
a qiMiBl court for the trial of traffic oases be refused.^’ 
'ii^:^iBlbe:s^n 'l^t .by making a grant of Bs. 22,400 you will have 
' If o|.Bnothei:; sum of Bs., 6,030 (amendment Nq, 40),' 

for the specml stipen^aJgr xm^ie^te.r^so 
on.|r£d ;d grant of not but of the sem of 

.. M 'p pifHeir .of hikOt'i ' 10'% net«^a*y; toi.haye * 
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IKreseii't building caitno^ aecoiimod^ all oowks^ 1 i4so 
that the traffic cases are postponed time attain time, and many case^iare 
postponed' for an indefinite length of time, and that the parties ampnt 
to very great botheration and trouble^r It is therefore necessary v ^at 
there ought to be at least another stipendiary magistrate for. the trial 
of these police cases. But we also know that this year we are yea^ 
much short of funds. Is it therefore meet and proper that we should be 
made liable to spend in addition the sum of Bs. 28,480, or nearly 
Bs. 30,000? If we could afford to wait for such a length^ of time, we 
could also afford to wait for another six or seven months That ia 

my ground for opposing the grant altogether. 

The PRESIDENT: The three motions that follow are identical, |ihd 
1 would therefore ask the movers to speak on this motion. 


Babu KI8HORI MOHAN CHAUDHURU I beg to support the 
amendment moved by Babu Surendra I^ath Bdy that the grant be refused. 
1 am sure that the Hon’ble Member in charge has considered the matter 
very carefully, but I would ask him to consider whether it is not possible 
to^ spare us from an addition to the expenditure which is already heavy, 
and the new expenditure will amount to about Bs. 30,000 for the 
remaining 8 months of the year. I understand that this expendi- 
ture is necessary, because the honorary magistrates are not vOry 
careful, in awarding punishments. When the matter has been 
considered in various quarters, it is unavoidable that there 
should be some difference of opinion. But I submit that it can ba tole- 
rated for some time more. Some specific instructions can be issued to 
the magistrates as to how they should award punishments. I simply 
ask you to consider this question from this point of view and if possible 
to save us from this additional expenditure. In this view I support the 
^endment. 


-v 


BeIni INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA: I beg to support the amendment 
of Babu Surendra Nath Bay, on the following grounds: first, if I am 
not xiodstaken. Government have not yet passed any resolution on the 
recommendations of the Taxi-Cab Committee and, as the Government 
resolution is not yet published, it seems to me to be premature to toke 
any action on those recommendations. The second ground is 
It has been said that the recent taxi strike is one of the reasohs fdr the 
fB^blislunent of such a court. As far as I ^n judge^ it setois td me that 
' ^e iaxi strike was not due to any miscarriag^f justide'h^t to thiiiBej|ed 
ttir^ely l^h^ behaviour on the part of the WfiSb 

tk^d gf^uiud is timt the Bton'ble Sir Abd^ur-Bahim has ^beku 

of the honorary magisi^tteS arp^^^^ , 

as &ey amounts o| fines for 'the,s$ia^ 

thit '^se do hot always s&lBslaeiic^ 

'is oh^'the 



th«#e duties tery ra.tUfaet(mly md, if l^e records H tliese 
I do Bot see wky a comparative study of these cases sfiiOHidd 
prdddiltve of iodote evenhanded justice* As no complaint of mib* 
' QiKpfm^ of justice has been made by the High Court, 1 do not see any 
reason why we '^should be in a hurry to establish this court. This is a 
hmtter which can sureiy wait till the beginning of the next year, when 
the G^ernment will have enough time to consider the report of the Taxi-* 
Gab Committed* 

Hit dOCCNDRAitHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur: I wish to make my 
position very clear. My position is that eight millions of the people of 
this country are suffering from want of water, and when we asked for 
drinking water, I was told that there was no money for the purpose. The 
position now, therefore, is that we should oppose every proposal for addi- 
tional expenditure \inless it is absolutely necessary and it is on that 
ground that 1 opposed the first resolution and on that ground also 1 
oppose this. I go further and say that the people must make some 
sacrifice, if necessary, in order that their poorer brethren in the mufassal 
may not suffer. Tou want to spend Bs. 28,000 for the establishment 
of a Court to try traffic cases. 1 say it can wait and that the work of 
this court can^ be done by honorary magistrates. You must remember 
the fact that every pice that is spent on matters like these is taken away 
from the poor people of this country. For these reasons, I think the 
demand should not be granted. 

Mr. G« Fa BEADEL: I regret that on the first occasion on which I 
have the honour to address this Council, I should be in opposition to my 
friend, Bai Badha Charan Pal Bahadur, with whom I have dbne a certain 
amount of work and of whose qualities I have a very high opinion. I do^ 
not think that the Bai Bahadur has given sufficient attention to this ques- 
tion of a special stipendiary court. Of course, we cannot have a special 
court unless money is provided to start it. As the Hon’ble MemW in 
charge has told the House, I had the honour of being the Chairman of the 
Ti^xi-Cab Committee ; and I would remind the House that it was practi- 
cally a non-pfficial committee^certainly there was only one official and 
all the others were non-*officials. This question of a special stipendiary 
.court was one of the items in the questionaire and this questionaire was 
sent tf^all people who were considered to have any special Imowledge or 
My special interest in the 'question of the improvement of the taxircab 
savyioe* 1 would like to tell the House that, of all the items in ^e 
Jl|ueatipia^e, this about the special stipendiary court was the only one 
inetr with no sort of dissent. One and allr-and I include honorary 
^ihagh^tratea^were in favour.of such a court, and pot only a court but a 
c^mm^ proper staff attached to it, so, that the 

v^^ordia^ tal^n place in the past in oonneci^on 

^ cases— they are usually the 

: also thftt there should be shm ifort 



of conToil^nOoa such as waitiugHrooius for HFitnessOs who have to' jjivO 
douca. W 0 had evidence to show that it was very difficult to. get a^hjBdy 
to attend the Police Court. Of eourse^ it must he understood that itrvaas 
in no way intended^ when this recommendation was put forward by the 
Taxi-Cab Committee/ to cast any asxmrsions whatsoever htt the honorai^ 
magistrates* They had done their work extremely well. But on the 
evidence produced, it was clear to the Committee that by appoiniin^vis 
stipendiary magistrate of good experience and api^oper staff under hilil/, 
the litigants would receive quicker and more uniform justice. The 
Hon’ble Member in charge has already pointed out one orlwo cases in 
which the fines levied were not uniform for practically the same offenCe* 
All these matters were carefully cpnsidered by the committee. Of ooulrse 
it is always difficult to speak in favour of a proposal which entails any ex- 
penditure of money — we all know that the Government is none too well off 
— but there is always some way of finding ways and means; and 1 have 
no doubt thit if the House accepts the proposal, as I hox)e it will, it beitjg 
extremely necessary in the interests of the traffic of Calcutta that some 
improvement should be made in the trial of taxi-drivers'^ cases, th<^ 
Government will find tlie means, perhajis, by an increased tax on motor 
Cars and I am sure that this House would not object to luxuries being 
taxed more than they are at present. / 

With these few words, I beg to oppose the amendment of Bai Badha 
Charan Pal Bahadur, and, if 1 am allowed to do so, the subsi^uent ones 
also. 


Bgbu NITYA DHON MUKHERJEEs We have heard the speeches of 
several members from the beginning of this debate and we have heard the 
history of this proposed court for the trial of traffic cases, and not only the 
history of the proposed court but also the history of many other courts 
where some of our members have to attend now and then. Bai Badha 


Charan Pal Bahadur is very soitj that the trying Magistrate in. the 
Juvenile Court has to sit on the ground fioor. Then we have heai4 Bahu 
Surendra NatLBay whose suggestion seems; after reading the 
ment, to be a refusal of the grant, but after hearing hte it 
that it is practically a temporary postponement of the same. He 


timt the proposal can wait for six or seven months* Some 
friends have suggested that the honorary y 

instructed to decide the oases in a particular way, but people 
will >take that view as an interfeience on the part: the ^ce^uiliye 
over the l^ciary, and that 'would, therefore, be an olCencf 
of>^. pub(io and the puUic will not alW 
aho^ speech :of B&adel, who was the Presidmt of this 

C^ix^ittee; and he supported the moticm <or the grtuil^ ' 

my,, wn gro^a for suppqfting>1^^ 
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wliioE are ntQi ahrajrs uaifann. For instance, they impose fines of Be. & or 
of Bs* 46 for the same offence. But the remedy lies in the selection of 
honorary ]nagistratee> and 1 think that something may be done in that 
direction. 1 know that there are retired deputy magistrates who eyen 
sometimes more about the precincts of the Presidency Magistrates’ courts 
on the plea of seeing their old friends for want of any other occupation, 
and these gentlemen might be appointed as honorary magistrates to try 
these cases. They are passing their days in retirement and in sorrow as 
nobody calls them *^huzui'*’ and they have no power to inflict any punish* 
meat. If you give them a Chair, it will be seen that they are quite 
competent to do this sort of work as they have got sufficient expeiience in 
this matter. They need some sort of ocpupation. Of course, there is 
another aspect and that is that, if you establish a special court, it will 
bring more money, but you can get this money without spending a single 
farthing. I suggest, iheieiore, that, as an experimental measure, retiied 
deputy magistrates be appointed as honorary magistrates to try these 
traffic cases and, I am sure, they will be only too glad to be appointed 
honorary magistrates and they will conduct the cases to the entire satis- 
faction of the authorities. As regards postponement, 1 need not dilate 
any further as I have already stated both aspects of this question. 

With these few words, I support the^ amendment. 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH MULLICKs i do think that a special 
court for the trial of traffic cases is uecesaiy and should be immediately 
established. It is no good particularly lor me to sav r^iat it is not neces- 
sary. Anybody who knows this (*ourt will say that it is urgently neces- 
sary to have a special court. -Our great difficulty, as Sir Abd-ur-Bahim 
has pointed out, is that in the Police Couit you cannot get people to coinc 
and give evidencor If p€t)ple are asked to come and dance attendance 
in the Police Court, yqu cannot expect them to do so, especially when 
they are respectable people. This is a very good reason, as Mr. Beaded 
has pointed out, as to why this court should be established, but, at 
the same time, I think that Bai Badha Charan Pal Bahadur’s amend- 
ment is quite reasonable. I am inclined to think that .Bs. 300 for the 
police staff is quite enough and Bs. 600 for the magistrate. In the 
Pjresidenoy Magistrates’ courts, I think the police are rather overstaffed. 
They are seen loitering about, smoking cigarettes and creating noise 
which has io be stopped by the presiding magistrate.^ If you pay 
Bs. 800 for the police staff, Bs. 600 to the magistrate and B$. 200 fixr 
oths^ enj^diture, I think you would pay enough. I do not think that 

should give such a large sum as is asked for. Because when a 
thihg ia^recogisised as important it is no reason why we shcmld ask for 
a Tory large sum. ’ There is no reason in that. 1 thei^efore think that 
thi; ^ggaeUmi of my kon’ble friend-*r.-|tai Badha Charan Pal Bahadur^s* 
qidte a msonahla ^ 1 bops that it may be 
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accepted by the Houae because this is an amendment which ought to 
be supported. 

The Hon’bla Sir HENRY WHEELER: As concerned with the 
Police who control the traffic of Calcutta^ 1 would like to say a word 
emphasising this proposal from their point of view* As Mr. Beadel has 
said, this is a question to which much importance was attached by the 
Committee presided over by him, which went fully into the matter, and 
it is one which looms large in aU recent' discussions for the improve- 
ment of traffic regulation in Calcutta. It will be within the recollec- 
tion of the Council that last cold weather we heard a great deal about 
the defects in managing the traffic of this city. Less has been heard 
on the subject recently, probably because in the hot weather the traffic 
is appreciably less, but next cold weather we are bound to hear more 
about it, and if we have the congestion in the ci^y which is likely to 
result from the Royal Visit, the traffic problem will loom very large 
indeed.. It is therefore of prime importance to do everything in our 
power now to put our house in order in time. 

With regard to the observations of Babu Indu Bhushan Dutta, I 
think he has misunderstood some of the grievances of the taxi drivers 
for which they went on strike. One of their complaints was that, 
owing to the present arrangements for the hearing of their cases they 
had to attend court from day to day at the cost of harassment and 
loss of money. So it is not only to our advantage but to that of the 
drivers also to ensure the more prompt and efficient disposal of cases. 

Rai Dr« HARIDHAN DUTY Bahadur: When I sent in my name as an 
intending speaker in this connection there was absolutely no informa- 
tion before us. But subsequently from what has fallen frpm some of 
the previous speakers I have been able to gather some particulars 
regarding the proposed establishment of the special court. Sir, it 
should not be supposed that because I am standing here I am going to 
oppose the proposal. On the other hand I do realise that there is a 
necessity for a special court for dealing with traffic cases in Ocdcutta. 
But, although I am one of those who would like to have a special court 
for this particular purpose, I am disposed to think that the considera- 
tion of this question at this time is rather premature. When the 
budget was passed, only a short time ago, there was no demand lor 
an expenditure in this connection. I placed a question before this 
Council askmg the authorities for information about this matter and 
I was told that the matter was under consideration. This wUs only in 
April last. Subsequently, I put a series of que»tions with a view 
bringing before this Council in a very short time a proposal for "the 
reorganieaiion of the Police Courts in Calcutta. I do not ^know 
whether my scheme of reorganisation will meet with the approval'*'of 
^this House* But I am quite hopeful that it will receive dhe donridmu- 
tion atHhe hands of the mmnbess* SiPi the question of 
T tration in Calcutta hfs always been oonsids^ an important 
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and Z! fi^d ftpm reading the proceedings of previous liegisltttive (Jouneito 
that'l^d inatter received due consideration at the hands of our prede* 
oessorS) and 1 aih sure if a proper scheme is placed before the Housoi 
it wiB a^in receive due consideration. I have asked for certain 
formation for the purpose of preparing my scheme and it will be 
based mainly upon the question as to how many police, courts we should 
have in Calcutta. I need not go into the details of thai scheme at 
present,. but one thing that must arise is whether we should have one 
special court fo^ dealing with traffic cases or several courts in differ^ 
ent partis of Calcutta. Various other questions will also come up in that 
connection. I do not want to tire the patience of the House at this stage. 
Before I sit down I would like to mention one point in connection with our 
debate. We suffer much for want of. information which, if forthcoming, 
will very often save our time. Only the other day we adopted a system 
^f standing committees and I was anxiously expecting that the standing 
committee connected with the Judicial Department will be able to place 
before us all informations regarding the Police Coxirts in Calcutta, 
thus helping us to come to a right decision. But I have been dis- 
appointed. I do not know whether the standing committees are still 
living or dead. We have got this grievance against them, and if the 
standing committees do not give us necessary informations it is better 
not to have standing committees at all. 

Mr. KRISHNA CHANDRA RAY CHAUDHURI: I oppose 
this motiqp. I speak from personal experience that traffic cases are 
very badly managed in Calcutta Police Courts. I was m:^lf prosecu- 
ted for allowing my coachman to break traffic rules and r bad to come 
away from the Court because the honorary magistrate did not turn up 
on the appointed day. I was also a witness in a motor prosecution case 
and I found that the. honorary magistrate who was trying the case had 
no experience of motor cars and could not intelligently follow the pro- 
ceedings. I hope that in selecting a traffic magistrate knowledge of 
driving ought to be taken into consideration and an owner-driver 
should be preferred. As regards drivers of bullock-carts and hackney 
cariiages I know that when they are prosecuted they have to dance 
.^ttendance in the" Court from day to day owing to the vagaries of hofto- 
' rary magistrates who try their cases and as a result there is considerable 
loss in their earnings. 

^ 8UHRAWAR0Y: To me it appears 

; thai a budget demand by the Government ought not to be lightly 
Qi^p^ed unlbss there is some difference in principle between the members 
of- Hcmae and tho Government. I .am in full' accord with ^he 
has prompted Government to set up a traffic couriai^, 

* 'fp p||ipse:-both the^ motion ihat refuses the iprpnt^and 

the Charap Bahadur who wants to tediice 
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ihe grant. Sir, I do not trish to decry that admirable body ol peneas 
known as honorary magistrates who spend a considerate amount of 
time in relieving the pressure of work. But it is well known that 
apart from the fact that such magistrates cannot be very regular in their 
attendance, litigants prefer their cases to be tried by stipendiary magis* 
trates for various reasons which I need not mention. I, however, dare 
to express an opinion whieh most members of the House here possess, 
namely, that when Govemment is on the look out for a magistrate to 
try traffic cases it should take particular care to have an ownerr>driver 
and one who is conversant with the traffic of Calcutta. Only such ^ 
person will be able to see what particular precautions should be taken 
in particular areas and in'traffic of a particular kind. 

Rai RADHA GHARAN PAL Bahadur: Should he be a barrister 
owner-driver P 

Mr. TARIT BHUSAN ROY: Is a member in order to question 
another member in the House ? 

The PRESIDENT: A member is quite in order to do so, please see 
section 13 of our rules. But he must do so through the President. I 
did not hear the Rai Bahadur. Would* he repeat his question? 

Rai RADHA CHARAN PAL Bahadur: I wanted to know whether 
the magistrate should be a lawyer owner-driver. 

The PRESIDENT: That question does not arise. 

Mr. HU8EYN 8HAHEED 8UHRAWARDY: If my hon'ble friend 
the Rai Bahadur is particularly anxious to know, I may tell him thaty 
in my opinion, he must be so, because he should have some knowledge 
of law and be experienced in balancing evidence. Therefore, my 
recommendation to the Government is that when it is choosing a magis- 
trate, it should choose a person who will be able to dispense proper 
justice from personal knowledge and experience. 

Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur; I was one of those 
unfortunate men who was a member of the Standing Committee, The 
Hon’ble Sir Abd-ur-Hahim asked my advice and that of my hon’ble 
friend Babu Annada Charan Dutta. We came to the conclnehm that it 
waO neoeseary to have a special court for the disposal of traffie cases. 
One of my hon’ble friends here has asked the Council whether the 
members of the Standing Committee are alive. 1 think. Sir, I am alive. 
Hy idea was at that time, and I still retain that idea, that in Calotitia, 
a very important city, once the capital of the British Empire, we Otij^ht 
to have a court dealing with traffic cases. Sir, I ' have . ffieeat 
respect for the honorary magistrates both here and in the 
know the difficultiee which compel them to poetpone casei'ffity hll^ 
day. portppaemaatfli depend to YMrioto ^ 
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Aa rc^gatda tha deliberations of tbe Standing Committee I must say 
that ibe Hon^ble Sir Abd-^ur-Babim patiently listened to our arguments 
and helped ua with his suggestions. But Sir» we were not aware that 
such a large sum aa Bs. 22,000 should be allotted for this purpose. Sir, 
in this Council, I have always stood up for economy as also for efficiency. 
Therefore, in my opinion, if economy is to be practised this sun., should 
be cut down a little. T think that this sum of Bs. 22,000 should be 
reducedi whether this suggestion be accepted or not. 

Tlt6 HpflHlli 8fr ABD-UR-RAHIM: I may say that I am willing to 
accept a lower figure. What has been asked is for the entire 12 months^ 
But I itm prepared to accept Bs. 14,400 for the rest of tho official year. 
It is not necessary for me to say much in reply having regard to what 
has been said by Mr. Beadel, Chairman of the Taxi-Cab Committee, 
by Bai M. C. Mitra Bahadur and by Mr. K. C. Bay Chaudhuri who 
was also a member of the Taxi-Cab Committee. I must make it clear 
to the House that, in anything that I have said, I had not the slightest 
intention to cast a slur on honorary magistrates. I know the value of 
the work they do and the Government fully appreciate their devotion 
to duty. They arp men of position and education and perform their 
duties at considerable sacrifice of their valuable time. 1 do not mean 
for one moment to suggest that they* are not quite competent magis- 
trates. What I mean to say is, and I think every one, who, knows any- 
thing of the work of the Police Court, will bear me out in this that you 
cannot expect any individual honorary magistrate to attend court from 
day to day and sit there from half past ten or 11 till 6 clock. In the 
nature of things you have to call upon different magistrates from time to 
time to deal with the cases allotted to them with the result that you cannot 
expect continuity of knowledge or experience in any class of cases. 
Their ideas of nature of evidence must vary with the ratio of experience 
of each man; and if one thing is desirable in the administration of 
criminal justice, especially in the trial of traffic cases, it is this, that 
there should not he too gross a discrepancy in the punishments that are 
awarded for similar offences. For instance, nothing would dissatisfy a 
taxi-driver so much as if we were to find that he has been fined Bs. 30 for 
an offence for which another fellow taxi-driver of his has been let off 
with a fine of Bs. 5. Fu^her, it is very necessary that traffic cases 
ought to be heard and disposed of as promptly as possible. As to the 
state of things existing at present my information is from very 
reliable sources — ^from the Presidency Magistrates, fnom the Commis- 
sioner of Police, and from the memWs of the Taxi-Cab Committee — 
4hat these cases have to he postponed from time to time before they are 
disi^oaed of. Surely this^is not a desirable state of things and should 
not be allowed to continue in a town like Calcutta. 

.AsLteg^rds what fell from Chaudhuri that the magistrate, who* 
if tft in a, court like should know something about motor 
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driTing so that he will he able fuUy to grasp the nature of a case where 
a man is charged with violating traffic regulations^ I am in entire 
sympathy with this suggestion and this is what the Government ii^ 
contemplating to do. We will try to find a magistrate who has a know* 
ledge of the city and knows something of motor driving. I do not thinki 
Sir, that it is necessary for me to add anything more excepting this. This 
question, has been considered by a very competent committee appointed 
to inquire especially into the condition of taxicab traffic in Calcutta. 
The committee has unanimously reported in favour of the establishment 
of a court like this. Are the members of the House who have had 
no opportunity of studying the question, of hearing evidence, of investi- 
gating the defects in the present regulations, why these taxi drivers 
have been creating so much trouble and whether there is anything at 
the bottom of their grievances, going to disregard the recommendations 
of the committee ? Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur and other speakers 
complained that they had not been given sufficient information. It was 
for that very reason that the standing committees were instituted. 
We cannot possibly go and talk to every member of the Council about 
each item of demand. This would be an impracticable proposal. The 
members of the Judicial Standing Committee were fully taken into confi- 
dence and all the facts were placed before them, as Rai Mahendra Chan- 
dra Mitra Bahadur has told the House. The proposition was entirely 
approved by the committee that a traffic court should be established. 
Then if any member wanted any information from me I was always avail- 
able and would have gladly given him every information. It is really 
a frivolous complaint of the member that he did not have any informa- 
tion. Just now I gave him all the information he sought from me. 

I submit that this demand ought to be allowed. 


The PRESIDENT: There are two classes of motions before the 
House— one by Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur in which he asks that 
the demand be reduced to Rs. 12,00(V 

The Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR«RAHIM: I have reduced my demand to 
Rs. 14,400- 4 

Rai RADHA CHARAN PAL Bahadur: I accept it. 

The PRESIDENT: You desire to modify your motion in a parti* 
culat way, hut that must be done with the permission of the House. 

Permission was then granted by the Council to Bai Badha Chajwi 
Pal Bahadur to make the alteration suggested. 

The PRBSIDANTl It seexas to me that tKe*^ nimi^e 
would lie first to put the iAxMmn whidi say that the dshdibtt 
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slioaid be reduced. If there is no objeotioUi I shall do that. I am told 
the other movers withdraw ell their motions and accept the Bai Bahai« 
dur*s "motion os amended. 

All other motions were then^ by leave of the Council, withdrawn. 

Boi Kadha Charan Pal Bahadur’s amended motion that the demand 
be reduced to Bs. 14,400 was then put and agreed to. 

Bebu ANNADA CHARAN DUTTA withdrew the following motion 
standing in his name : — 

That the demand for the appointment of an additional magistrate 
to’try munitions cases be refused.” 

Bobu INOU BHU8HAN DUTTA moved ”that the demand for the 
appointment of an additional magistrate to try munitions cases be 
refused.” 

It has been said by the Hon’ble Member that the Cheif Presidency 
Magistrate is trying the munitions cases and that an additional magistrate 
is required to try ordinary cases. In view of the fact that this Council has 
granted an increase of pay to some of the Presidency Magistrates, I 
think, we ought to see that they do more work for this increase in their 
pay. I do not think the munitions oases will last long; we had better 
wait till the end of the year, and if the work suffers, then we shall 
certainly consider, if this is necessary. 

With these few words, I beg to move that this demand be refused. 

Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: I beg to support the 
motion. I have a similar motion standing in my name. 

Tha Hon’Me 8ir ABD*UR«RAH1M: As regards the appointment of 
an additional magistrate, this is only to give temporary relief to the 
Calcutta Police Court owing to Mr. Swinhoe, the Chief Presidency 
Magistrate, being engaged in the hearing of the^munitions cases. One 
does not exactly know how long that case will last but our estimate is that 
it may last for six' months, and that is why we have asked for an addi- 
tional magietrate for six months. 

Bobu Indu Bhushan Dutta says that this Council has granted 
increase of pay to the third and the fourth Presidency Magistrates and 
tbetefore they should be able to cope with the extra work. The time of 
these magistrates is ndw fully occupied and because an increase of pay 
1ms been granted t0 them that is no reason that they Should be asked to 
do another magisktate's work in addition to their own. I aubimt that • 
Bte 'MggeetiM dMHTe serioes attention of the House. * 
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Tlie motion was then put and a division taken with the following 
result 


AYES. 


Almifdi Khsn •shadur lifHlvl Watlmuddin* 
AliiiMdi Maulvi Anharuddfn. 

Ahmad, Manthi dafar. 

AN, Munahi Amir. 

Arnamuddifi, Mauivi aaandakar. 
Chaudhurl, Babu Kithari. Mahaa. 
Chaudhuri, Mautvi Shah* Muhammad* 

Oaa Gupta, Babu Hibaran Chandra. 


Outta, Babu Aanada Oharan. 

Dutta, Babu Indu Bhuthap. 

Ghaaa, Rai Bahadur dagandra Chundar. 
Haq, Shah Syad Cmdadul. 

Maliramali, Munthi. 

Mukhopadhaya, Babu Sarat Chandra. 

Ray, Kumar Shib Shakharaaware 


NOES. 


Addy, Babu Amulya Ghana. 

Afial, Nawabiada K. M. Khan Bahadur. 
Ali, Mr. Syad Natim. 

Axam, Khan Bahadur Khwaja Mahamad. 
Banarjaa, tha Han*bla Sir Surandra Nath. 
Birlay, Mr* L. 

Bampas, Mr. C* N. 

Baaa, Mr* S. M. 

Chaudhuri, tha Han'bla tha Nawab Salyid 
Nawab Ali, Khan Bahadur. 

Daa, Babu Bhishmadav. 
oat, Mr. S. R. 

Oaa, Rai Bahadur Amar Nath. 

Day, Mr. G* G. 

Danhld. Mr. d. 

Faraqul, Mr. K. a M. 

Gupta, Mr. N. B. 

Hapkyna, Mr. W. S. 

Karim, Mauivi Failal. 

Karr, tha Han'bla Mr. d. H. 

Khan, Babu Davandra Lai. 

Khan, Mauivi Md. RaSqua Uddin. 

Lang. Mr. d. 

Laaa, Mr. D, H. 

Maharajadhiraja Bahadur af Burdwan, 
tha Han'bla. 

The Ayes being 15 and the 


Marr, Mr. A. 

MaKaniia, Mr. O. P. 

Mitra, Rai Bahadur Mahandra Chandra. 
Mittar, tha Han'bla Mr. P. C. 

Moitra, Dr. datindra Nath. 

Margan, Mr. 0. 

Mukharjaa, Babu Nitya DhaR, 

Mulliah, Babu Surandra Nath. 

Nakay, Mina Muhammad AM. 

O'Kinaaly Lt.-Cal. Pradariak. 

O'Mallay, Mr. L. S. S. 

Pal, Rai Bahadur Radha Charan. 

Payna, Mr. C* F. 

Rahim, « tha Han'bla Sir Abd-ur-. 

Ray Chaudhuri, Mr. Krishna Chandra. 
Ray, Maharaja Bahadur Kahauniah 
Chandra. 

Ray, Rai Bahadur Lalit Mahan Singh. 
Ray, Raja Manilall Singh. 

Stthrawardy, Dr. Haaaan. 

Suhrawardy, Mr. Huaayn Shahaad. 

Swan, Mr. d. A. L. • 

Whaalar, tha Han'bla Sir flanry. 
Wardawarth, Mr. W. 0. 


Noes 47, the motion was lost. 

The original demand, with the deduction already made, was then 


put and agreed to. 


25.— Jails and OfoiwrioC Bettlemmts. 

The Hon'bis Sir ABO«UR>RAHIM moved “ that a sum of 
Bs. 22,000 be graitted for expenditure under the head * 26.— -Jails and 
convict settlements ’ on account of the following items 

Bevision of pay of jail warders, Bs. 18,000. 

Appointment of a special guard for political prisoners, Bs* 4,000.” 

As regards the pay of the jail warders, they are an ill-iMtid body of 
men. The Jails Committee went round taking evidence aU over India 
and other places and came to the emphatic conclusion that the jail warders 
of Bengal were not adequately paid. They are badly paid but hard- 
worked officers having to perform strenuous duties. They are paid even 
less than the poUoe constables with the result '&nt tEsiguai^^ms Aip fre- 
quent ‘«n4 it is btooming iooi« and more difficult tq xeqrait |aiL 
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They ^^re ^Ti^nted some morease not long ago but they are not eatiefiad 
» with that* In November last in this Council a question wae put suggest- 
ing that their i>ay ought to be increased and that they should be placed on 
the same footing as the police constables who discharge similar duties. 
Qovernment agrees with that view. It is an absolutely necessarjr 
measure, and, I expect that the members of this House will have no 
objection to it. 

As regards the appointment of what is called '^a si>ecial guard for 
•political prisoners,’’ that description is rather misleading. What has 
really happened is this. The Jails Committee reported that the convict 
settlement in the Andamans should be done away with as far as possible, 
and the Government of India have accepted that proposal and have 
ordered that the political prisoners from Bengal should be sent back to 
Bengal and confined in the jails here. Their number fortunately is not 
very large but it would mean an increase in the number of political 
prisoners by 13. At present there are 14 political prisoners altogether. 
Another recommendation ofSthe Jails Committee has been that these 
prisoners should not be kept with the ordinary criminals, and that is a 
view which both the Government of India and this Government have 
accepted, and I take it that it will meet with the ready acceptance of the 
members of this Council. We have, therefore, made arrangements for 
the separate accommodation of all the political prisoners. We propose 
to provide accommodation for them in what used to be the European 
ward, a building originally intended for European prisoners, but which 
ir now available and would accommodate all these 27 political prisoners 
in the Alipore Jail. It is a two-storied building containing a number 
of separate cells and situated quite separate from the ordinary prisoners’ 
wards. For this purpose we require additional warders, to guard the 
passages and we require three guards for each of the three shifts 
— altogether 9 warders. We also require one additional man for leave 
reserve and two head warders. The members of this House must not 
think that this special guard is meant by way of punishment for the 
political prisoners. The idea is simply to keep them quite separate 
from ordinary criminals and it is for that purpose alone that we require 
additional staff. I trust the House will agree to this. 

Babu ANN AD A 6HA1IAN DUTTAs After what has faUen from the 
Hon’ble Member in charge I think I shall be justified in withdrawing 
my amendments. 

The following amendments were then withdrawn: — 

That the demand for appointment ot a special guard for political 
prisoners be reduced by Bs. 2,000.” 

”That the demand for appointment of a special guard for political 
' prisoners be refused.^’ 

Bttbii INOU BHU8HAN OUTTA moved ” that th^ demand for the* 
appointment of a speoiftl fWd for political prisoners be refused.”’ 
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In this matter^ I do not think the Cpuncil ie eatieOed thai thin 
special guard is necessary eyen alter what the Hon^Ue iCemW has 6 ^* ^ 
The political prisoners, Sit, if 1 axn not much mistaken, are the ihosi 
well^behayed among the convicts, and it is hardly necessary to go to 
this expense of having extra men. With these words, I beg to oppose 
the demand. 

. Rti RADHA OH ARAN PAL Bahadur: I am not quite clear which ^ 
way to vote on this question, and I rise to speak specially with r^ler-"*. 
ence to certain observations that have fallen .from the Hon’ble Sir 
Abd-ur-Bahim. * 

Sir, my complaint — ^legitimate grievance— is that we are not in 
possession of facts to enable us to submit well considered proposals by 
way of amendment to those emanating from the Government and we ato 
told by the Hon’ble Sir Abd-ur-Bahim, for whom I have got the highest 
respect, whose calm and judicious frame of mind, and invariable cour^y 
have endeared him to all of us — but I must say that I confess with deep 
regret that being within the charmed circle of the bureaucracy he 
seems to have forgotten himself — that we could have got all the informa- 
tion from the standing committee. I have not the good fortune of 
being a member of the standing committee in connection with jails. 

I am informed that all the proceedings of the Committee are strictly 
confidential, and that the lueiubers are not permitted to give out any* 
thing to any other member of this House as to what transpired^ in the 
meeting. Further with regard to this particular item, I am told that 
this matter never came before the standing committee. Sir Abd-ur* 
Bahim has said that he cannot talk to every member and cannot explain 
things to every one of them, which is an impossible task, and further 
he has said that we have met from day to day in this Council Hall and 
we might have asked the Hon’ble Member for any information that 
we wanted. With reference to that I say that ii the Hon’ble Member 
is in such a frame of mind that he cannot talk to any member, the 
sooner he is relieved of his responsibility the better, because it is his 
duty to talk with the members of the Council and exchange views with 
thenl!^ And if he thinks he cannot take that trouble, the sooner he 
is relieved of his responsibility the better. 

Then,<Sir, he has said that we meet here from d^ay to day and we can. 
go and ask the Hon’ble Member for any infdrmaticm th^i we wiant. 
What wilt be the position of the House if every member goes pirn , by 
one to the Hon’ble Member and asks him aU sorts of qubstionaP :WHl 
you not, Sir, sitting there with an iron rod as President of top 
call the members tp order? And as soon as the meeting is pvs|^ tke 
Hon^ble Memker will find his way downstairs and get into c|^, Slid 
1^0 the members expected to run j|ter l^e ear? I do not toink:tl^)l4 
•is justified in charaeterising our legitiWtorpbintB.cid 
; o|(nu ftod. f Ii 
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In cKxiio^ witii liim, Imt here, how are we treated? This is why people 
mis|udge end misunderstand the Oovemment. 

I understand Babu Annada Charan Dutta, although he was not 
present at the meeting of the standing committee, is now satisfied 
{ronh the information given by the Hon’ble Member that the demand is 
necessary. For my part I do not know whether this is necessary or 
unnecessary, so I am not in a position to vote either way. 

Rai dOGENORA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur: As usual Bai 
Badha Charan Pal Bahadur has not been able to make his mind and 
still he has made an eloquent and a long speech. But as this matter is 
so small, I do not think we need quaixel about it. Let the Government 
have it is my humble opinion. 

• • 

The Hotl’ble Sir ABD-UR-RAHiM: I must say that I am smpiised 
to see Bai Badha Charan Pal Bahadur so much incensed at some remarks 
which I made in connection with a previous motion. With reference to 
that motion it w'ls complained that the members of the Council had not 
been taken into confidence. I explained that the matter had been con- 
sidered by the standing committee and»that the report of the Taxi-Cab 
Committee was also there, and, therefore, I thought that the members 
were not justified in making that observation. But if Bai Badha 
Charan Pal Bahadur has taken it amiss, I am sorry. I certainly did not 
cast any personal refleotion on anybody and had no idea that he was 
so thin-skinned. I thought that a man like him, connected with so 
many public bodies, would have some sense of humour. However that 
may be, as regards this item, 1 do not think I have heard anything 
which really demands an answer beyond what 1 have already said. I 
think Babu Indu Bhushan Dutta did not quite understand me. His 
argument is that the political prisoners are very well-behaved persona, 
and so why should there be any special guard for them. I explained 
that it was not meant to provide special guard for them by Way of pun- 
ishment*— in that respect the language of the agenda iMtper was rather 
inaccurate. What I pointed out was that in order to keep these prisoners 
in a separate ward, it had become necessary to increase the existing 
strength of warders, with a view to providing sentries at the several pas- 
sages leading to the cells in the new building which has been made 
ei^ailable for tbe accommodation of these men. So I submit^ Sir, the 
demand is in orders and I trust there will be no objection to it. 

The motion was then put and lost. 




TM «lr HENRY WHEILERl With your permission, 

I am reducing the second Hem in this motion, and I beg to moye 
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tliai a aam of Bs. 15,238 be granted for expenditure under the bead 
^26.--^PoUce* on account 6f the following items: — ^ 

PolW for the Court of an adAitional Presid^oy Magistrate 
Be* 0,300* 

Potibe s^ff required for the special stipendiary Magistrate for the 
trial of traffic cases, fls. 4,158. 

Bepts, ratee and taxes of the premises hired for the Motor Yehides 
j. and Hackney Carriage Department, Bs. 4,780.’’ 

the first two items in this list of three are connected with the pro- 
posals which have just been (Vscussed, namely, to set up a temporarv 
court for another Presidency Magistrate and a special court for the 
trial of traffic cases in Calcutta. It is obvious that if these courts are 
to be created — and the Council has approved of their creationr— they 
must have the ordinary court staff for the general supervision of arrange- 
ments and the prosecution of cases, and it is for that that provision is 
made in the first two items. The staff contemplated for the Additional 
Presidency Magistiate is one court inspector, one European sergeant 
and four ^ constables. The staff proposed for the traffic court, as 
reduced by me, is one sub-inspector, one assistant sub-inspector and four 
constables. 1 have docked the provision for a second prosecuting sub- 
inspector. 

The third item is also connected with the report of the Taxi-Com- 
mittee. One of their proposals was that the existing arrangements for 
the inspection of ticca gharries and taxis should be improved. At 
present, at Penwick Bazar, vehicles of all kinds are assembled together. 
The place is disgracefully overcrowded, and there is no proper super- 
vision, with the result that complaints are frequent — analogous to the 
complaints about court work — that the drivers are kept hanging about 
while their vehicles and horses are passed, and lose mone^ unneces- 
sarily in the process. It is to remedy this that we seek to carry through 
this improvement. It is proposed to hire premises at 47, Beniapukur 
Street. I have seen the house, which comprises a large compound and 
buildings in a more or less good condition. With certain iminrove- 
ments, for which provisioi^ will be asked in motion Ho. 66, the house 
and compound can be made a suitable place for the inspection of ticca 
gharries. They can then be taken away from Fenwick Bazar, leaving 
that for motor-cars only. By that means we hope to remove the 
grievances which have been voiced, and which have been endorsed by 

Mr. Beadel’s committee. 

, * * 

Birfbu ANNADA CHARAN OUTTA moved that the demand lot 
police statf for the court of an additional Presidency Hagistoate be 
reduced to Bs« 1,600.” 

We really Cannot account for the fact why the police grants are always 
going They cry is ^ still they come.’ I have been tdd by scene 
one that the number of police ^officers in the subc(rdinate fatdt, that & to 
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9 ay, iSam Miusitables, is tab many, but bare ia C!aloixtta» so ^diny bigbly 
paid <^cer8 are noVi^^aired. Is it not possible for some one of them 
to be {iresent in tbe co&rt of the additional Presidency Magiftrate for an 
hour or so every day? If it is, I shall keep only one assistant sub* 
inspector with two constables who, 1 think, would be quite able to 
manage the ordinary work of this court. This is my reason for suggesting 
that only Bs. 1,500 should be allowed and I hope the Coijncil will agree. 

The Hon’ble Sir HENRY WHEELERs I am afraid I cannot recom- 
mend this reduction to the Council. The provision, as I have explaiiied> 
is merely consequential to the creation of a court, of which the Council 
has approved. It seems to me obvious that if we have a court, we must 
staff it with the ordinary attendants who are jnesent in other courts. 
The requirements are as stated by Mr. Swinhoe ; they are based on the 
practice in other courts, and consistently with that practice are not suscep- 
tible of reduction. 

The motion was then put and lost. 

Rai RADHA CHARAN PAL Bahadur moved that the demand 
for police sttiff for the court of an additional Presidency Magistrate be 
reduced to Bs. 3,300.’’ 

I understand, if I am right, that one inspector, one sub-inspector 
and seven constables are required. I do not know the details of the 
traffic police but this is the detail I have obtained from the Hon’ble 
Member. I do not think that if this item be scrutinised, the House will 
find that an additional staff involving an expenditure of Bs 6,300 a year 
is required. This will be a permanent staff later on, if the court of the 
additional Presidency Magistrate is also made a permanent one. The 
expenditure will naturally increase. Only a few minutes ago, I had 
been to the Municipal Magistrates’ court to ipquire what is the police 
establishment that we have to pay for, that is, the Corporation, have to 
pay for the maintenance of order as well as the dignity of the court. 

I am informed that there are two courts on the two wings of the Town 
Hall building and each magistrate has got two constables attached to 
each court, ^without any sub-inspector, inspector, European sergeant^ 
and all that paraphernalia. It may be said that the municipal court 
might be a different thing from the traffic court. I admit that. The 
services of a European sergeant, an inspector, a sub-inspector are not 
required though I admit that a decent number of constables may be requir- 4 

but I do not think that the expenditure would come to about Bs. 6,800. 
Qq this matter, without the details before us, I do not think that we would 
be able to place before the House, or before Gbvempient, any weU-con* * 
sidered proposals as to '^the *way in which reduction could be effected. 
Therefore, I have contented myself with moving that the grant be ^uoed ' 
from Bs. 6,300 to Be. 3,800. 



R«i JOCENflRA OHUNDER aHOtf RaRMirS I beg to eniq^ 
the motion moyed by Bai Badha Obanut Pal Bahadur. In the High 
Court, where there are so many courts; there are only olmprassis — 4 ohgp* 
rassis for each Judge. There are only one or two . European sergeants 
for the whole court and I cannot eonceiye why something like Bs. 12,000 
should be sanctioned for two additional Presidency ICagistiates' oou^. 
The courts may be side by side and 'one sergeant lor two courts ahA^a 
constable for each of these courts would, I think, be quite enough. I sub- 
mit that 'Bs. 3,300 for this court and Bs. 3,000 for the other in the next ■ 
juoposal, that is Bs. 6,300 for a year ought to be quite enough. I, there- 
fore, support Bai Badha Charan Pal Bahadur’s amendment and"! hupe 
that my learned friend who is moving for the refusal of the whole gnmt 
will withdraw his motion and support this one. 

Baku 8URENDRA NATH MULLlCKt I beg to support Bai Badha 
Charan Pal Bahadur’s motion, but I do not know. Sir, if I may be peniiit- 
ted to say that Bs. 300 a month would be quite enough. For the purpose 
of prosecuting, instead of keeping a sub-inspector or an inspector on 
Bs. 300 a month, it would be better to get a junior pleaSw on Bs. 150 
for prosecuting these cases and with the remaining Bs. lOOrwe can keep 
some head constables and constables. I know that the atmosphere bf the 
High Court and the atmosphere of these courts are absolutely different. • 
Here the police officers have got a good deal to do with the Punjabi chauf- 
feurs. That is not exactly the same thing that the people in the High 
Court do. Therefore we ought to have two or three head constables and 
five or six constables. If you engage a junior pleader of some standing 
on Bs. 150 for three hours a day, it would be quite sufficient and the work 
also would be done better. If you spend Bs. 150 on police officers to 
keep guard at the court, then Bs. 300 a month, or Bs. 3,600 a year 
would be quite sufficient. . . 

TIM Hoq'bl* Sir HENRN WHEELERl This Amendment is ve^ 
nearly the same as the one we have just been discussing, and I mqst 
oppose it for the same reasons, not even being con'^ced by Bai . 

Charan Pal Bahadur’s lightning visit to an adjoining court; - The estaib- 
lishment proposed is in accordance with practice, and it is thftt wMdh. 
is recommended by the Chief Presidency Ifogistrate, whom I bin 
to accept" as the best judge of what is needed. ^^ reafnia l 
deprecate thei acceptance of hasty suggestions for a change in prooeduM 
which is at I^tout working, satisfactorily elMwhiaie'. 

I admit one mistake which : has be«n pelted jout by Bai 
Charah Ptd Bidtadur, in so far as the number of conptajOes, jpito^PbiiBd ib 
.seven, bfid ^ddr as -immildhed by wHt] 

'iscond .Gohrt.'. 1 IpM'uuihbiW' here '..hit 

stables ;,being re^ui^ in comieo^bh 
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^ it was/^B iakan witk.^ fbHowiiig^ result ^ 


AYEi. 


EllfMi iaaatfur Mtyivi Watimuddin. 
Alifiibl^ Bdntlil dafar. 

Al^. HdfMl Amir. 

ArtNUiilMiirilt Maulvl Khandakar. 
favadir Eal iahib aadthanaB 
id«A |ipr«^t. m, 

aiiaiidhurlr Eabw Kitliarl Mohan. 
eftandhHri, Mawlvi shah Mahammad. 
CHaiMlmfi, Rai Hartndranath. 

Dai» Rahu ahithmadiY. 

oat Oania, Raho Niharan Chandra. 

Outta. Baku Annada Charan. 

Dtttta, BAha Indv Bhuthan. 

QhOiOi Rai Bahadur dofondra Chundor. 
Haq, -SlMili , Syad Kmdadul. 

Kartnii Mauivi Abdul. 


Karim, Mauivi Failal. 

Khan, Babu Dovondra Lai. 

Khan, Mauivi Md. Raflquo Uddin. 
Makramali, Munthi. 

Nitra, Rat Bahadur Mahondra Chandlra. 
Moitra, Dr. datindra Nath. 

Mttliiok, Babu Surtndra Nath. 

Naokor, Babu Horn Chandra. 

Fahlowan, Mauivi Md. Abdul duMar. 
Fal, Rai Bahadur Badha Charih. 

Ray. Babu Bhabondra Chandra. , 

Ray, Babu iurondra Nath. 

Ray, Kumar Shib thakharMwar. 

Roy, Babu NalinI Nath. 

Roy, Rai Bahadur Lalit Mohan Singh. 
Roy Chaudhuri, Babu Sailaja Nath. 


NOE8. 


Addy, Babu Amulya Dhono. 

Aiam, Khan Bahadur Khwaja Mohamod. 
Banorjoa, tho Hon'Mt Sir Surtndra Nath. 
Birioy, Mr. L. 

Bompat, Mr. C. H. 

Chaudhuri, tho Hon'blo tho Nawab Saiyid 
Nawab All, Khan Bahadur. 

Oao,. Mr. S. Rt 

Da«, Rai Bahadur Amar Nath. 

Doy, Mr. G. 0. 

Donald, Mr. d. 

Faroqui, Mr. K. G. M. 

Gupta, Mr. N. B. 

Hopkynv, Mr. W. S. 
damot, Mr. R. H. L. Langford. 

Korr, tho Hbn'blo Mr. d. H. 

Lang, MF. d. 

Loot, Mr. D. H. 


Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan, 
tho Hon'blo. 

Marr, Mr. A. 

MoKoniit, Mr. D. F. 

MiRtr. tho Hon'blo Mr, P. C. 

Mukhorjoo, Babu Nitya Dhon. 

Nakty, Mirxa Muhammad All. 

O'KInoaly, Lt.-Gol. Prtdorlok. 

0*Malloy, Mr. L. S. S. 

Payno, Mr. C. F. 

Rahim, tho Hon'blo Sir Abd-ur. 

Roy, Maharala Bahadur Kthaunioh 
Chandra. 

Roy, Raja Maniloll Singh. 

Suhrawardy, Dr. Hattan. 

Suhrawardy, Mr. Hutoyn Shahood. 

Swan, Mr. d. A. L. 

Whoolor, tho Hon’blo Sir Honry. 
Wordoworth, Mr. W. C. 


The Ayes being 32 and the Noes 34, the motion was lost. 

The following motions were then withdrawn : — , 

fRbu 8URENDRA NATH RAYS ** That the demand for police staff 
for tile court of an additional Presidency Magistrate be refused.^' 

Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAYS ''That the demand foi; 
Police staff for the court of an additional Presidency Magistrath be 
reluaed.” . 

r BlriUi ANNAPA CNARAM PUTTAl That the demand for police 
st^ for the court of an additional Presidency Magistrate be re^Eused.’* 

moved “ tbat the dei^nd for 
prtiiiwt epeoial j^pjBOd&ry magmtrato for Ihe trifd 
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The asked for, viM., Bs« 6,062 has been reduced to Bs. 4,168 by 
the Hon’ble Member. lam thankful for the reduotibn that has been 
made. I desire to poiat out that the traffic cases, we may say from our 
personal experience, are not cases in which confirmed criminals are 
brought forward for protracted trials. Traffic cases, as we all know, are 
concerned with ticca gharrywallas, motor car driTors and others, who 
break the traffic regulations and for that court, Z understand, two sub- 
inspectors (now reduced to one), one assistant sub-inspector and four 
constables are required. I do not object to constables. What I say is 
this — ^that one assistant sub-inspector would be quite enough for preserv- 
ing order and maintaining the authority of the stipendiary magistrate 
there. There is another court which is called the juvenile court and 
which to a certain extent, I may say, resembles the traffic court. I have 
also some experience of the traffic court where in a body, the offenders 
are brought up for trial and fined. They pay the fine and go away. Z do 
not think, having regard to the x>olioe that is placed in the juvenile court, 
which is only a couple of constables and only one officer, who lives on the 
top^flat and is not generally in attendance in the court except when re- 
quired, and also in the municipal courts (the number of cases disposed of 
in these two courts is 40(1 per month and only two constables are there to 
maintain order) that we require such a number of sub-inspectorA and 
assistant sub-inspectors. If I am wrong, I hope I would be corrected. 
For the remaining six or seven months, we require Bs. 4,168 and when 
the staff is made permanent, it will involve an annual expenditure of 
Bs. 8,000. I think, therefore, that this is the time when we should pro- 
pose a reduction of the grant to Bs. 3,000 for six months. 

Rai JOCENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur: Everything that can 
be said upon this has been said before. I do hope that Babu Eishori 
Mohan Ghaudhuri, Kumar Shib Shekhareswar Bay and Babu Surendra 
Nath Bay would withdraw their motions, so that we might go to a 

division at once. 

0 

BiriNi ANNADA CHARAN DUTTAt I beg to withdraw the foUow. 
iug motion that stands in my name > 

“ That the demand for police staff for the special stipendiary magis* 
trate for the trial of traffic cases be refosed." 

The motion was then withdrawn. 

Bffim KliMOflf MOHAN OHAUDHURIi t beg to withdraw the 
following motion that stwds in my name > 

“ That the demand for tile police staff HOqnired for the special 
stipendiary magistiate for the tnal of traffic cases be refused.’* 

» -■ I 

The motion was then withdrawn. ‘ » 
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Kumar SHIB SHEKHARESWAR RAYs I beg to withdraw the 
following motion that stands in my name : — 

That the demand for police staff for the special stipendiary magit^ 
trate for the trial of traffic oaises be reused/’ 

The motion was then withdrawn. 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH RAYs I beg to withdraw the following 
motion that stands in my name : — 

** That the demand for the police staff for the special stipendiary 
magistrate for the trial of traffic cases be refused. 

The motion V^s then withdrawn. 

The Hon’ble Sir HENRY WHEELER; The motion of Bai Badha 
Charan Pal Bahadur is very similar to that which we have just discussed, 
and the staff now involved is less expensive than that of the proposed 
Additional Presidency Magistrate’s court. It is obvious that if you 
have a court, there must be the usual staff to lay cases before the magis- 
trate in the ordinary way. In this instance we are merely asking for 
one sub-inspector, to perform the duties of a prosecutor, and although 
it is true that the accused in traffic cases are not ordinarily confirmed 
criminals, yet such cases are numerous and occasionally may involve 
contradictions in the evidence which requite supervision and elucida- 
tion by a prosecuting officer. It is an old complaint, that has often been 
made against the administration, that cases on behalf of the police are 
not properly put before the courts, and all we are asking for is one sub- 
inspector. The assistant sub-inspector — ^rather a new name for what 
in the old days were called writer head-constables — ^would be mainly 
concerned with office work, and it is surely also obvious that in so far 
as these cases are numerous, there will be a considerable amount of 
office work to do in handling the papers connected with them. Four con- 
stables are required for the maintenance of order in the court. I can- 
not therefore agree to the reduction proposed. 

A division was then taken with the following result. 


AYES. 


Mimthi asfar. 

AN, Munthi Amir. 

ArfisImiHMiii, Maulvi Kiisiidsiisr. 

■sriiui, SAi Saliib PanshsiiAn. 

OlMttNfiurl, SAbu Kishorl MoImia* 
CbAUAImrli SAbu TsnkAiMtli. 
ebAudbuH, KHaa SAbAdur MauIvI HAliar 
li.iiiii.li* 

OtMiiMiuirli 11.1 MMwndramtli. 

DM* DM. DMtliiiiM.v. 

DM awrt.. ii*. NiMnui DlwmMb 
Outt., Mk. ArmiM eiMir.li. 

OHtU. ..hu IMki DMMMUb 

OlMMt IM Mituhir jiDii K r. OtaMM. 
HMi Men e>«e iMOMrt. 


Kwim, Htulwl PMtel. 

MMiwa.li* mumMI. 

Mitr., DM MfcMlir OiNuMr., 

Dr. <l.tiiMr. HRtm 
MhIHM* dmh Ciir.iMr. N.tk. 

NmMt, R.k. N.m Clwmlr.. 

M., AbM 4llkk.^ 
P.I* R.1 ■MNUi.r RMk* ektUM. 
lt.ik.t, Mr. PrMMMw DM. 

R.y. rmni DlMkM.r. OkMdr.. 

Rwr. R.k« SiirMra HMk. 

R^r. kumw tfcik enMuMMMr. 

RMt NMlnl N.UI. 

R«r OkMHNMIri, DM. e. 11 . 1 . NMM. 
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«My, MM AMVlvti DImim. 
illi. Hr, tywl NMiiii. 

Aiam. Khan ■fMMHr Khwajt MMunM, 
■amrlM, tM Uwi’M* Ur tiirriMrm Han. 
■iriay, Hr. L. 

Mapat, Hr. C. H. 

Mi*b s* m 

eiNiadhMrit IIm Hon’bl* tht Nawab Saiyii 
Naarab Ali, Kban Bahadur. 

Dat| Mr. b. R. 

Oat, flal Bahadur Amar Naib. 

Oty. Mr. Q. Q. 

Donald. Mr. J. 

Faroqui, Mr. K. 0. M. 

Gupta, Mr. N. B. 

Nopkyns, Mr. W. S. 


Lata, Mr. D. H. 

Maharaladniraja Bahadur of BurBwaUi 
tho Non'blo. 

Marr* Mr. A. 

MoKomlOi Mr. d. F. 

MIttor. Ibo MoB’blo Mr. F. C. 

Mukhorloot Babu Mitya Dhon 
Makoy, Mir«a Muhaminad All. 

O'KInoaly, Lt.-Col. Fradtrlok. 

O'Mailoy, Mr. L. B. t. 

Faynt, Mr. G. F. 

Rahim, tho Hon'blo Sir Abd-ur*. 

Roy, Maharaja Bahadur Kohaunitb 
Chaadnu 

Roy, Raja Maniloll Singh. 

Suhrawardy, Dr. Haotan. 

Swan, Mr. d. A. L. 

Whoolor, tho Hon'blo Sir Honry. 
Wordoworth, Mr. W. C. 


damoa, Mr. R. H. L. Langford. 

Korr, tho Non'blo Mr. J. H. 

Lang. Mr. J. 

The Ayes being 28 and the Noes 35, the motion was lost. 


Btbu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA moved that the demand of 
Rs. 15,238 for expenditure under head * 26. — ^Police * be refused.’* 

I oppose the demand on principle. When the standing committee 
was appointed for the Police Department, it was understood that any 
extra demand for expenditure on that department would come through 
it. 1 believe that we have no recommendation of the standing committee 
in this case for the expenditure. 

Then again, a new committee will be soon appointed to go into the 
whole question of the poilce expenditure and till then, I think the 
sanctioned police force may be utilised for this work ; and the expend!- 
ture asked for, at present, be held back. I, therefore, move that the whole 
demand be rejected. 

The Hon’ble Sir HENRY WHEELERj I have just explained in 
detail each item connected with this demand, and it follows from what 
I have said that 1 cannot endorse the proposal of the present amend- 
ment. The first argument which is advanced is that the demand was 
not laid before the standing committee, but it has been explained more 
than once that the standing committees were created for the considera- 
tion of large questions of policy and not of minor items of expenditure. 
As a matter of fact, two of these items in this demand have no indepen- 
dent origin; they are merely subsidiary consequences of the oreatioa 
of these two courts. 

The other general argument adduced is that we should wait till we 
have the result of the report oAthe Police Retrenchment Committee; hut 
it was never ooqtemplat^i nor could it be accepted, thet we were tp hold 
up all expen^ture dn the jKdice until we received the recouimmidhtiaue 
of that bo^. 

The'nmtiou was imt and lost. 
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The foUtnring original motion was tiwn put and agreed to 

'* a cram olBs. 15,238 he granted for expenditure under ^e head 
' 26.-nPolioe ' on account of the following items 

Police staff toe the court of an Additional Presidency Magistrate, 
Bs. 6,300. 

Police staff required for the special stipendiary magistrate for the 
trial of traffic cases, Bs. 4,168. 

Bents, rates and taxes of the premises hired for the Motor Vehicles 
and Hackney Carriages Department, Bs. 4,780.” 

Tba Hon’Ma Sir HENRY WHEELER moved “ that a sum of 
Bs. 14,143 be transfered from the head ' 26. — Police ’ to the head '41. — 
Oivil Works in charge of the Public Works Department, for payment 
of the additional cost decreed by the High Court in connection with the 
acquisition of premises, No. 113, Upper Circular Boad, for the Calcutta 
Police.” 

These premises were acquired in 1918 for the Sukea Street outpost. 
The original award of the Land Acquisition Judge was raised by the 
High Court by Bs. 14,143. We received notice of that in May, and 
obviously it had to be paid at once of interest would have accrued. We 
accordingly out the Calcutta Police Budget by that sum, and propose to 
trapsfer it to the Public Works head to which it will be properly debited. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

27.— Ports and Pilotago. 

MEMBER in chargo of DEPARTMENT of FINANCE (tho Hon’blo 
Mr. Korr) moved “ that a sum of Bs. 10,000 be granted for expenditure 
under the head ' 27. — Ports and Pilotage ’ for expenditure on the 
Chittagong port which has been declared a minor port.” 

The reasons for this demand are stated in the memorandum which has 
already been circulated to the members. In this connection I should 
lilre to say a few words with reference to the remark of Boi Badha 
Cffiaran Pal Bahadur about the scanty information supplied to the 
members in regard to to-day’s proceedings. That is, I am afraid, 
unfortunately due to a departmental misunderstanding for which I must 
accept the responsibility. in the Finance Department, were under 

the impression that «aoh department would circulate memoranda 
^■r plalniTig its dctmands; some departments have done so, but otiier 
departments have not, because they thought that the Financial Depart- 
ment would do it for them. 1 regret that misunderstanding, and steps 
will be taken on future occasions to see that it does not occur again. 

As regards this particular demand, I do not think ^at I need add 
anything to what has been stated in the taiemorandum. 

Tha motion iras put and agreed to. 
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MINISTER in charge cf DEPARTMENT of EDUCATION (the 
Hon’blo Mfi Pa Oa Mittor) moved a sum of Rs. 58,000 be granted 
|pT expenditure under the head * 31. — ^Education ’ for the revision of the 
pay of the Bengal Educational Service.’’ 

As Eumar Shib Shekhareswar Ray and Babu Annada Charan Dutta 
who had given notices of amendments have agreed to withdraw their 
motions, I do not think I need say much on this motion. 

The necessity of this demand has been explained in the memorandum 
that has been circulated to the members of the Council, and the reason is 
that through an oversight this sum was not included in the last budget, 
although sanction to the increase ^of pay of the members of the Bengal 
Educational Service was given by the higher authorities in October last. 
I do not think I need say anything further. 

The following amendments were then withdrawn : — 

Kumar EHIB EHEKHARESWAR RAY: That the demand for 
revision of the pay of the Bengal Educational Service be refused.’’ 

Babu ANNADA CHARAN DUTTA: That the demand for revision 
of the pay of the Bengal Educational Service be refused.” 

The original motion was then put and agreed to. 

The Hon’ble Mr^ P. C. MITTER moved ” that a sum of Rs. 4,00,000 
^ be transferred from the head * 47. — ^Miscellaneous ’ to the head of ‘ 31. — • 
Education ’ for the reorganisation of the Subordinate Educational 
Service.” 

Although there is no motion of amendment to this demand, I think 
I should state very briefly to the House what this grant is for« 

The Subordinate Educational Service is very ill-paid. A committee 
was appointed, presided over by Mr. Wordsworth and they submitted 
their report. I have examined the report of the Wordsworth Committee 
and have placed the views of my department before the Finance Depart- 
ment who "are now examining the scheme. This lump sum grant, I 
hoi)e, will enable my department to improve the pay and prospects of 
the Subordinate Educational Service during the year — ^probably from 
September next. There is already a provision for Rs. 3,50,000 in the 
current year’s budget. 

^ As a result of this reorganisation the Subordinate Educational 
Service as a whole will get an increase of about 90 per cent, on their/ 
pnssent pay. It is not that the percentage of increase will be the same 
in every case: the increase in the case of officers drawing a low salpry 
will be very much more than *100 per cent: with regard to the othdr 
officers the ;^centage will perhaps be 25 or 30. There is tetnally 
*one person in (Government service drawing rupees four a month and 
« hundreds drawing rapeee. fifteen to twettf^^ve a month* I cannot go 
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into the details now as the scheme has not yet been passed by the 
Finance Department. However, I can assure the House that by the 
revision of pay proposed by me the prospects of the Subordinate 
Educational Service will be made satisfactory. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 


82.— Medical. 

The Hofl’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA moved that a 
sum of Bs. 18,600 be granted for expenditure under the head * 32 — 
Medical ’ on account of the following items : — 

Grants to mufassal hospitals and dispensaries, Bs. 15,000. 
Bevision of the pay of the demonstrators of the Medical College 
who are not in the cadre of assistant surgeons, Bs. 3,600.'^ 

In the first place, as regards the mufassal dispensaries, we have 
already provided Bs. 15,000 and this is a further grant of Bs. 15,000. A 
part of the former grant has already been s(pent : out of this, !l^. 3,000 
was given for medical aid at Chandpur. 

These demonstrators of the Medical College who are not in the cadre 
of assistant surgeons were employed in 1915, and they were placed, 
with regard to their salaries, on the same footing with assistant surgeons. 
In 1919, the pay of the assistant surgeons was raised and they were 
placed in the grade of Bs. 100 — 300, but the demonstrators remained 
where they were. In the meantime, in 1920, the scale of pay of the 
assistant surgeons was revised and further raised to Bs. 200 rising to 
Bs. 450 a month; but these poor demonstrators still remained where 
they were. The idea is to put them on the same footing with the 
Assistant Surgeons. They are four in number, Bengali gentlemep of 
considerable academic distinction — ^all graduates of the Calcutta Univer- 
sity. One of them is an M.B. who draws Bs. 150, per mensem, and he 
has been drawing that pay since 1915. There are two other men who 
draws Bs. 120 a month and the last in the list is drawing Bs. 110 a 
month. It is an agt of belated justice that we propose doing to these 
deserving men. The House will not be doing the justice to which 
they are entitled unless this additional grant is sanctioned. Tha^ 
revised pay will be operative from let June last at a total cost of Bs. 400 
a month. 

The House adjourned at 6-50 p.m. for a short interval. 

The Council re-assembled at 7-5 p.h. 

, thft RRBSIDENTb QentUmen, aa I .told you, Hia Excellency tHe 
QoT.rnor liaa allowed tliia day for the buaineaa of the Council up to item 
Wo. 7T of the revia^ Liat of Buaineaa. We only readied item No. 81 
when the Council was adjourned and the debate waa not finiahed. So 
I have to put all the motiona without any debate to the Council accord* 
ing to the roles. I diall put the mnendments fi»t and then the motiims. 
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The following amendment was then put and lost : — 

Babu AHNADA CHARAM OUTTAl << That the demand for the 
revision of pay of demonstrators of the Medical College, who are not 
in the cadre of assistant surgeons, be refused.*’ 

The original motion for the demand was then put and agreed to. 

The following amendments were put and lost : — 

Babu KI8H0RI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: "That the demand for 
the Arapanch drainage scheme be refused.** 

Babu ANNADA CHARAN DUTTA: " That the demnad foT the 
transfer of Bs. 80,000 from the head ‘ 33. — ^Public; Health * to the head 
* 42. — Waterways and Embankments — ^Public Works Department ’ be 
refused.’* 

The following motion was then put and agreed to: — 

33.— PuMio HeaKh. 

The Hon'ble Sir 8URENORA NATH BANERJEA: "To move that 
a sum of Bs. 80,000 be transferred from the head ' 33. — Public Health * 
to the head ‘ 42. — ^Waterways and Embankments — Public Works 
Department,’ for the following: — 

Arapanch drainage scheme, Bs. 66,000. 

Engineering surveys, Bs. 16,000.** 

The following motion was then put and agreed to: — 

35.— Industries. 

MINISTER in charge ef DEPARTMENT of AGRICULTURE and 
INDUSTRIES (the Hon’ble the Nawab Saiyid Naurab All Chaudhuri, 
Khan Bahadur). " That a sum of Bs. 1,06,200 be granted for expend!* 
ture under the head ‘ 35. — ^Industries * for payment of grants*in-aid to 
technical schools.*' 

A division was taken on the following motion : — 

Babu ANNADA CHARAN DUTTA: " That the demand for the 
construction of a lecture hall and chaukidar's shed for the mining 
classes at Sitarampur be reduced to Bs. 7,000.** 

The result of the division was as follows : — 

AVia. 

AhieMk Memhi Mtar. ONm* Ual eakaMr Mo*B4ra OhiiMih 

AS, MiHwhi AMir, MakrlmaN, HsilMS. 

esauSkUri, Kfesn SalniNr Ma«ii*l Hastsr Meltra, Ur. Aariesra Math. 

Rahima. NMaaiaii, Maalvl ns. MShO SaMar. 

natia, Babe Aeaasa eharaii. 
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Addy, Bate ANHdya 

AMI, IIimMMMi K. II« KIimi iaiiddttP. 
All, Mr. SyBd Natim. 

ABM, KliaA BftAadur Kliiraja HolMiiiiBtf. 
■antrjM, lh« Hon'Mt Sir turtndra 
•irtoy, Nr. L 
BMp«|i, Nr. 0* H. 

BOM, Nr. $• N. 

ChouiHiuri, tlio Hoii*Blo tho Nowab Saiyid 
Nawab Afi, Khan Bahadur. 

Oaa, BatAi Bhishmadov. 

Das, Nr. $r R. 

Daa, Rai Bahadur Amar Nath. 

, Qtv, Nr. G. 0. 

Donald. NP. 4. 

Farooui, Nr. K. Q. N 
Gupta, Nr. N. B. 

HopkynB, Nr. W. S. 

Jamot, Nr. R. H. L. Langford. 

Karim, Nauivi Abdul. 

Karim, Nauivi Faxlaf. 

Korr, tho Hon'blo Nr. J. H. 


Khan, Babii Dodbndra Lai. 

Lang. Nr. 4. 

LOOS, Nr. D. H. 

Naharajadhiraja Bahadur of BurdamBf 
tho Hon*blo. 

Narr, Nr. A. 

> NoKoniio, Nr. D. F. 

Nitra, Rai Bahadur Nahondra Chandra. 
Nlttor tho Hon'blo Nr. F. C. 

Nakoy, Nina Nuhammad All. 

O'KInoaly, Lt.-Col. FrodorlelK. 

0*Maiioy, Mr L. S t 

Fal, Rai Bahadur Radha Charan. 

Fayno, Nr.'O. F. 

Rahim, tho Hon'blo Sir Abd-ur-. 

Ray, Kumar Shib Shokharotwar. 

Roy, Naharaja Bahadur Kthaiinioh Chandra. 
Roy, Raja Nanlloll Singh. 

Suhrawardy, Dr. gfattan. 

Suhrawardy, Nr. Humyn Shahood. 

Whoolor, tho Hon'blo Sir Honry. 
Wordsworth, Nr. W. C. 


The Ayes being 8 and the Noes 42 the motion was lost. 

. The following motions were put and lost : — 

Kumar 8HJB 8HEKHARE8WAR BAY: ‘‘ That the demand for 
the construction of quarters foi an Indian Assistant, attached to the 
mining lectiire hall at Sitarainpnr. he reduced by Rs. 4,360.” 

' Babu ANNADA CHARAN DUTTA: “ That the demand for the 
constraction of quarters for an Indian Assistant, attached to the mining 
lecture hall at Sitarampur, he reduced to Rs. 7,000.” 

Babu KI8HORI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: “That the demand for 
the erection, of wooden partitions and fitting electric installations of 
lights and fans in the new office of the Director of Industries be reduced 
by half.” 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH RAY: “ That the demand for the erec- 
tion of wooden partitions and fitting electric installations of lights and 
&ns in tho new office of the Director of Industries be reduced by 


Rs. 16,000.” 

Rai ^ADHA CHARAN PAL Bahadur: “ That the demand for tho 
erection of wooden partitions and fitting electric installations of lights 
and- fans in tho new office of the Director of Industries be reduced to 


Bb. 20 000.*^ * 

The following motion, being identical with the previous one, failed !— 
Babu ANNADA CHARAN DUTTA: “ That the demand for.the 
erection of wooden partitions and fitting electric installations of Ughts 
and fans in the now office of the Director of Industries .be reduced to 

Be. 20,000.” , , 

* The f<dIowing motion was put and agreed to : — 


41 .->Civil Worka. 

The M«^aB8AIYID NAWAB ALI CNAUDHUNIr Khm 

BahgilHrl ** To move^that a sum of Bh. 60,888 be tiansfarred tfotv tfta 
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head ' 35. — ^Industries ’ to the head ‘ 41. — Civil Works in charge of 
Public Works Department,’ on account of the following itenas}— 

Construction of a lecture hall and chtnikidar’s shed for the mining 
(dasses at Sitarampur, Be. 8,628. 

Construction of quarters for an Indian Assistant, attached to the 
mining lecture hall at Sitarampur, Bs. 9,350. 

Erection of wooden partitions and fitting electric installations of 
lights and fans in the new ofBce of the Director of In4u8tries, 
Bs. 82,46^6.” 

Rai JOCENDRA GHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur: May I be permitted 
to move that the Council do adjourn P 

The PRESIDENT: I cannot allow you to do that. 

Kumar 8HIB 8NEKHARE8WAR RAY: We protect against this. 

(Cries of Order/* “ Order.**.) 

The following motions were then put and lost: — 

Babu ANN AD A CHAR AN DUTTA: *^That the demand for special 
repairs of Writers* Buildings, Block No. 2, be leduced by one-half.** 

Babu ANNADA CHARAN DUTTAs That the deidand for special 
repairs of Writers* Buildings, Block No. 2, be refused.** - 

Babu ANNADA CHARAN DUTTA: That the demand for altera- 
tions in and additions to the premises hired in Beniapukur Stredt 
for the Motor Vehicles and Hackney Cairiage Department be reduced 
to Rs. 16,000.** 

Rai RADHA CHARAN PAL Bahadur: That the demand for 
alterations in and additions to the premises hired in Beniapukur Street 
for the Motor Vehicles and Hackney Carriage Department be reduced 
to Rs. 20,000.** 

Babu KI8HORI MOHAN CHAUOIfURI: That the demand for 
the altWations in %nd additions to the premises hired in Beniapukur 
Street for the Motor Vehicles and Hackney Carriage Department be 
refused/* 

The following two motions, being identical with the previous cMtO, 
failed ; — 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH RAY: That the demand for alterations 
in and additions to the premises hired iH Beniapukur Stri^et for the Motor 
Vehicles and Hackney Carriage Department be refua^d.**^ 

BaiNriifDUBHDBH AN DUTTA: “ That tbs demand for alterations 
in and additions to the premises hired in Beniapukur Street ^ tiie 
Motor Yahioles and Hackney Carriage Department be refused.” 

The following motion was, by leave of the Council, withdrawn : — 

. BalNl INDU BHUtHAN DtlTTAt “ That the demeud fov the con. 
jitniP%n.of n'buildiag fm* the (jglouttu Tetdmioil Sohoed Im relmisd.” 
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The fallowing motion was put and agreed to : 

*••*»■*» •AlYUr HAWAi Ait OMAimilUIII, 

» sum of Bs. 2,74,600 be granted for 
Mpenditure under the head * 41.-CiTil Works in charge of the PubUc 
worke Department ’ on account of the following items: 

Com^otira of buildings for the Agriculture Institute, Dacca, 
ii8. IpOO^OOO. 

®***®S^ No. 2, Writers' Buildings, 

•Ks* x4j000« 

Auctions in and additions to the premises hired in Beniapukur 
Street for the Motor Vehicles and Hackney Cariraire Depart- 
.ment, Rs. 35,000. ' 

Construction of building for the Calcutta* Technical School, 
Bs. 1,26,000. 

^proveAent to the Malda Registration Record Boom, Bs. 8,000. 
Completion of the Bampal Registration Building, Bs. 2,600.” 
The following motions were, by leave of the Council, withdrawn 

Babu INDU BHU8HAN DUTTA! ” That the demand for trans- 
femng Bs. 1,10,000 from ‘non-voted to ‘ voted ' under, the head. 
* 41. Civil Workap— Public Works Department ' f6r repairs to the 
Maidan Roads, Calcutta, be i-educed to Bs. 80,000.” 

Babu ANNAOA CHARAN DUTTA: “ That the demand for trans- 
femug Rs. 1,10,000 from ‘ non-voted ' to ‘ voted ' under the. head 
‘ 41.— Civil Works— PubKc Works Department ' for repairs to the 
Maidan Roads, Calcutta, bo reduced by one-half.” 

Babu ANN ADA CHARAN DUTTA: ” That the demand for trans- 

ferring Rs. 1,10,000 from ‘ non-voted ’ to * voted ’ under the head ‘ 41; 

Civil Works:— Public Works Department ’ for repairs to the 
Boad^, Calcutta, be refused.” 

^ Tha.following mption was then put and agreed to:— 

The Hon'bla tba Nawab 8 AIYID NAWAB Atl CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Btfiadur^ ” To move that a suna of Bs. 1,10,000 be transferred 
from ‘ non-voted ’ to ‘ voted ’ under the head ‘ ii . — Civil Works in 
charge of Public Works Department ' for repairs to the Bonds 

Cakatta.” " , , 

TIni^ PRE 8 IDBNT 1 If the Council unanimouMy desire, I can'take 
URa^ion No; 78 tp-duy. If, however, there be any objection, I eannot 
take it. ti^ now. 

* RAY: I object to its be^ up 

- AEiaumwant^,; . ...t, . ,v;-- 

The dounefl was then adjo^cd to Monday, the ISth^Ti^ .♦ 
8 P.M, in the Town fhXL, t^eutia. . / ’ ' 
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FiVMMlin^i «f the Bengal Legislative Couneil assembled under the 
provisions of the Government of India AoL 

Thr Council met in the Council Chamber in the Town Hall, Calcutta, 
on Monday, the 18th July, 1921, at 3 r.u. 


Presents 

The Hon’ble the President, the Hon’ble the four Members of the 
Executive Council, the Hon’ble the three Ministers, and- 85 nominated 
and elected members. 


Starred Question 

(to urhich an oral answer was given). 

Muhammadans and the rateiiMyera and Conunissioners of the 
Calcutta Corporation. 

*LV. Maulvi YAKUINUDDIH AHMEDi (a) Will the Hon’ble 
the Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government be 
pleased to state the number of rate-payers and the number of voters in 
each ward of the Calcutta Municipality and the number of Muhammadan 
rate-payers and the number of Muhammadan voters in each ward of the 
said Municipality, describing the wards consecutively P 

(b) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state the names of 
Muhammadan, non-Muhammadan and Christian Commissionors in the 
present year in each ward of the Calcutta Municipality by election and 
the names of the aforesaid Commissioners in the present year appointed 
by nomination? -- * 

Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to stat^ — 

(t) the names of the elected Commissioners in each ward of the 

. Calcutta Municipality for the last 12 years ; ^ 

(u) ^the names of the nominated Commissioners in the Calcutta 

Municipality during the last 12 years ; and * ^ 

(«n) why only three Muhammadan gentlemen have been nominated 
as Commissioners this year? 

. MINinBR in eharg* of DBPABTMEIfT of LOBAL I&LF-' 
QOVillMIkiRIIT (tho Hon’UoSir Surondro Noth ■iiMrJ«i)i (a) A state* 
Blent (No, I)* is laid on the liittttiry table. 


* Net printed in these prooee^ngs. 
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(6) A statement (No^ II)* is laid on the library table. 

(c) (i) and {it) A statement (No. HI)* is laid on the library table. 

(m) The member is referred to the answer given to clause (6) of 
unstarred question No. 220. 

Unstarred Questions 

(answers te whieh were laid on the table). 

Appointments for depressed classes to certain pests. 

260. BabU BHI8HMADEV DASs {a) Will the Hon’ble the Mem- 
ber in^charge of the Appointment Department be pleased to say whether 
the Government are considering the desirability of reserving a certain 
percentage of the posts in the various departments for suitable candi- 
dates of the depressed classes, as has been done in the case of Muhamr 
madans ? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state the number 
of duly qualified candidates of the depressed classes who applied for 
nomination to the posts of police sub-inspector, sub-registrar, deputy 
magistrate and sub-deputy magistrate during the last >five years^ from 
the district of Faridpur, and how many of them were ap{>ointedP 

(c) Is the Hon*ble the Member aware ol a feeling of discontent and 
lack of incentive amongst the depressed classes on account of the failure 
of their graduates and under-graduates in obtaining suitable Govern- 
ment employment ? 

MEMBER in charge of APPOINTMENT DEPARTMENT (the 
Hen’ble 8ir Henry Wheeler): (a> The member is referred to the 
answer given to the question asked by him on the 14th March last. The 
policy of Government is indicated therein, and they do not consider 
that any further action in the matter is necessary. 

(b) So far as can be ascertained, during the past five years the candi- 
dates from the Namasudra community from Faridpur for the services 
named numbered as follows : — 

* Bengal Civil Service ... ... ... 6 

’Subordinate Civil Service ... - ... 4 

Police sub^nspectorship ... ... ... 22 

Sub-registrarship ... ... ... 4 

Chily one of these secured an appointment of a Snb>registtarahip, in 

191d. 

(c) No. 


* Not printed in those pnoeediiige. 
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ExpeiHlftiin) on polioi Iwnoliei. 

2B1.. .Nonrabzacia K. M. AFZAL, Khan Bahadur; Will tho Hon’Ue 
the Member in charge of the Police Department be pleased to lay on the 
table a statement, district by distiict, showing the number of police 
launches in Bengal and the annual expenditure incurred foi — 

(t) staff; and 
(m) launches P 

MEMBER in ehargo of POLICE DEPARTMENT <tho Hon'blo Sir 
Honry Whooler): A statement is laid on the table. 


Statement referred to in the reply to umtarred question No. 261 show 
ing district by district the number of police launches in Bengal and 
the annual expenditure incurred for (i) staff and (tf ) launolm^ 




BXPBRDiTUaH OM 



DtSTRICl 

Numbor of 
launches 

Staff 

Launches 

During 
the year 

Rbmabu 

OoleattA 

9 

Rs A ?• 

11 2H 14 10 

Rs A P 

90,800 19 7 

101990 

Figures for 1990* 

Si'PArgsii VI— 

(1) For the lo«|i«KJtoi> 

1 

1 4*B16 3 0 

15,873 14 4 

1090-91 

91 are not 
available 

General of Police 

(ii) For the Supeilnteo 
daut of Police 

Dacca 

1 

3,977 6 10 

11,917 4 1 

1 DD 


9 

1 6 099 9 7 

90 873 i 9 

Do. 


Kbnloa .. 

1 

8,718 9 9 

16 649 14 6 

Do 


Jsnore 

t 

9 304 0 0 

8,308 6 9 

Do 


PabOA 

1 

9 710 6 11 

9 9S9 13 1 

Do 


Bakarganj— 




! 


(i) For the Deputy In- 

1 

8 4t0H 9 

6,729 10 7 

Do . 

Used also by tfae 

apeotor General of 

(fO For the Distiict Police 

3 

0,303 0 0 

1 

11 879 0 0 

Do 

DapntjL Itt^ 
peofior-Gettbratt 
of ?oHSe 

Jktfidpar 

1 

3 603 8 6 

14,160 4 6 

^Do. 

a 

Blver Police 

94 

68.117 0 0 

1,96,188 0 0 

Do 


KarayaDganJ 

S* 

6,9t» 0 0 

08,047 0 0 

Do. 


Total 

47 

I,]t.l7i 10 0 

SJ1.907 4 8 




• th<MS aiv twoUirsd tattnolMf in plsoe of two ritor i^ioe HancliM Ukoii om by the KUCUry DtoArfemsiib 
dorfitf tbs WAt ▲ nsv Isuiicb bs rspliics ooo of tbaw bfrsd oust Js under aoBStiaotton. 


•iiMrtaimittaiir granted 

Thf PRESIDENT Ctho Hon'blo Nawab Sir Syad Sbamo-Hl-llud^t 

Older f Order t The Hbn^Me Hr. Kert. 
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47,--*MiS0«ilaiMNI8. 

MEMBER in ohnrge of DEPARTMEHT of FINANCE (the Hon’Me 
MVa KERR) niovod “that a sum of Us* 7t5UfOOO ba trausfoiTed 
from the lutnp provision of Ea. 46,61^000 under the head ‘ 47.— Miscel- 
laneous * to the various major heads to which the chaxges are debitab^e 
to meet the^ost of the revision of the pay of the menial establishment 
with elteot from the 1st July, 1921.'* 

This is the first occasion on which the Council has been asked to take 
action on the report of the committee which was appointed by Govern- 
ment to advise on the revision of thf pay of the permanent ministerial 
ofiotcers and menials in Bengal.* I am sure that the Council will agiee 
with me that the committee's report is a monument of industry and 
thoroughness. *There will no doubt be differences of opinion about 
details, but I thipk that every one will agree that the committee have 
tackled their difficult task in a most thorough and comprehensive manner. 
These remarks apply equally to the minute of dissent by ftai Mahendra 
Chandra Mitra Bahadur which, as the Council will observe, is almost as 
lengthy as the main report and deals with the problems placed before the 
committee in the same thoiough and careful mannei. To-day, 1 am ask- 
ing the Council to consider only the case of the menial seivants. These 
^proposals are dealt with in Chapter III of the committee's leport and in 
the corresponding portion of the minute of dissent. The proposals, placed 
befCre the Council now, have nothing to do with the ministerial ofBicers. 
That is a much more complicated pioblem on which we shall have to get 
^the opinions of a large number of officers before we can place our own pro- 
posals before the Council . We have already taken ^stops to secure these 
opinions and the scheme will be laid before the Council at a later date. So 
far as the menials are concerned, our proposals are contained in the some- 
what lengthy memorandum which was placed in the hands of members of 
this Council a few days ago. I do not propose to go through the memoran- 
dum in detail. Thg most important menial establishments, both numeri- 
oiJBy and otherwise, are the establishment menials, the process-servers 
a nd the contingency menials. In the case of these people, we have made 
very liberal increases indeed. Before the war, they were getting from 
Bs. 6 to Bs. 10. During the war and since the war, various additions 
have been made to their pay and we now propose to put them on scales 
varying from Bs. 13 to Bs. 22. We have made the proposals (of the 
committee and of Bai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur more liberal in 
one req>eot in that we have proposed the abolition of the C class districts 
* (vis., the districts of Midnapore, Birbhum and Bankura), where the pay 
bf the menialsAas always been on a lower.scale than that of the menials 
in the rest of the province. The justification for this was that the ra'tes 
of wages for ordinary labour are undoubtedly lower in those districts 
than in the rest of Jbhe province. On the other hand, prices in these die*, 
triots are just M high as elsewhere, and we have thought that this would 
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Uy|[i;'}| as'mtUsli ftAjirci' 


ntwiktiiffii koK vould be tU>^«^ ^ 

i^’:|if^p(Mkfte'gm'tKe'^ew reief of-pftyiri^fcbkljBkeki 
1^ i^?id say tra uniat ualEe Ira^et 

.IWiy at the new ratear~’^iLe totaC'^Vinltkjfe^ 
a^ut 84,000 a mkitiii, so tbaiye 4lukidlN%kiri 
laklk k sae|^ Wkaeeiage cost oftbe sebeme Iot e^bi mi» 

*t]w aT«n^ coet ot scIssiBes of this kind indlttdi^f tinkilkiillM l 
^ii; tbe sitt^ 90 kt on introdactioiU b«»ns4 a Gffiii^«ia|fle: 
tiie'exis^ng eatablishment are non w^ ;}^. !|k 
veiiar''^' t^' of time-seale, ’ -It Is on ^fkis' ,iiio4 
a snm of Bs; 7|iakhs whicb irfll Jk'peovidl 
|b^!^-'^*«t|»ion ofBs. 45,Ol,000 tinder ibe bead 

I trust tbat tbe Council wiH'i^ee that ^ suk 
a«ki^ for bi rciasobable and not ex!oeeal^ ikilie ciroukabu 
N kbtion was then put akd agreed tn. “ ' ' ' 


ProragiliMi. ' 

, I am taremind m^bers kbat^the ateBtlak to fSi#* 

‘tpekai t|(dice CoOnnittee will be beld’k^Ofiarow, 


: irr*! 


k be prorogued to the 29tfa Auguk, 
#“||w,.Cbdo«tta. ’ 

k^^rs then dispersed'^ 










